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ITS AUTHORSHIP. 


INTEODUCTION". 


CHAPTER V. 

OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN. 

SECTION I. 

ITS AUTIIOESHIP. 

1. The universal belief of the Christian Church has ascribed tliis 
Gospel ip the Apostle^John. I shall not here anticipate the discussion 
respecting its genuineness /see below, § vi.), but assume that it has been 
rightly so ascribed. 

2. John was son of Zebedee and Salome, and younger (?) ' brother 
of James. His father was a Galilaean, and by occupation a fisherman on 
the lake of Galilee. • Where he resided, is uncertain : perhaps at Beth- 
saida : but the, circumstance of Simon Peter, who was of that place, 
being (Luke v. 10) partner in the fishing trade, or perhaps, in that par- 
ticular expedition only with the sons of Zebedee, is no proof as to their 
residence there also. 

3. The family of John seems not to have been one of the lowest 
class : we find hired servants in the ship with Zebedee, Mark i. 20 j their 
mother Salome was one of those women who came with Jesus from 
Galilee, and ministered to him of their substance, Luke viii. 3 ; xxiii. 
65, compared with Mark xvi, 1 ; the same Salome was one of those who 
bought sweet spices and ointments to anoint Him (Mark, as above) ; and, 
John xix. 27, we find John himself taking the mother of our Lord “ 
his own home^' which though (see note there) it need not imply that 
John had then a house at Jerusalem, certainly denotes that he had some 
fixed habitation, into which she was received. If, as is most likely, J ohn 
be meant by the “ other disciple ” of ch. xviii. 15, he was personally 
known to the High Priest Caiaphas. From all these facts the inference 
is that his family belonged to the middle class of society ; the higher 
grade of those who carried on the by no means despised or imgainful 
business of fishermen on the sea of Galilee. 

4. If (see note on John i. 41) the second of the two disciples who 
heard the Baptist’s testimony to Jesus, and followed Him in con- 

• 

* This is by no means certain. While Matt, and Mark always write ' Peter, James, 
and John* — Luke, ix. 28, and Acts i. 13 (in the older MSS.), has ‘Peter, John, and 
James ;* although in the other catalogue of the Apostles, Luke vi. 14, he keeps the usual 
order, /t is impossible to say whether the order arose from any account at all being 
taken of mere seniority. 
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sequence, was Jolm himself, — we have his acquaintance with our Lord 
dating from the very beginning of His ministry. And to this agree the 
contents of chapters ii. iii. iv. v., containing particulars of the Ministry 
at Jerusalem and in Galilee which happened previous to the conjuence- 
ment of the official record of the other Evangelists. It seems that John 
accompanied our Lord to Jerusalem, — with perhaps those of the Apostles 
already called, — and witnessed those incidents which he has related in 
that part of his Gospel. 

5. In the intervals of our 'Lord’s first circtjjts and journeys, the 
Apostles seem to have returned to their families and occupations. Thus 
in Luke v. 1 — 11, we find the sons of Zebedee, as well as Simon Peter, 
again engaged in fishing, and solemnly and finally summoned by Jesus 
to follow Him ; an incident which, as Liicke acknowledges, 'jyould be 
inexplicable even by the miracle, unless tljpre had been a previous 
acquaintance on their part with our Lord. 

6. From that time John belonged to that chosen number known as 
‘the Twelve,’ who were nearest to the Person of Jesus during His 
ministry. And of that number, he seems to have l]#en the most person- 
ally beloved by our Lord. For the assumption that he js the author of 
our Gospel, also identifies him with ‘ the disciple whom J esus loved,’ so 
often mentioned in it. (See ch. xiii. 23 ; xix. 26 ; xx. 2 ; xxi. 7, 20, 24.) 
He, together with his brother James, and Peter, was witness of the 
raising of Jairus’s daughter, Mark v. 37 : also of the transfiguration. 
Matt. xvii. 1 ff. ; and of the agony in Gethsemane : he lay on the bosom 
of J esus at the last supper ; and was recognized by Peter as being the 
innermost in His personal confidence, John xiii. 23. To him was com- 
mitted the charge of the mother of Jesus, by Himself when dying on 
the Cross, John xix. 26, 27. 

7. And to this especial love of the Redeemer ’ John appears to have 
corresponded in devoted affection and faithfulness. He fled, it is true, 
with the rest, at the dark hour of the capture of Jesus: but we find 
him, together with Peter, soon rallying again, — and from that time, 
John xviii. 15, 16, even to the end, xix. 25 ff., an eye-witness of the 
sufferings of his divine Master. In John xxi. we find the same per- 
sonal distinction bestowed on the beloved disciple by our Lord after 
His resurrection. 

8. In the Acts of the Apostles, John comes before us but very seldom, 
and always in connexion with and thrown into the background by Peter. 
See Acts iii. 1 ff. ; viii. 14 — 25. The history leaves him at Jerusalem: 
where however he appears not to have been on Paul's first visit to Je'm- 
Salem, Gal. i. 18 ff., a.b. 38 — 40 (see chronological table in Introduction 
to Acts), for he states that he saw none of the Apostles save Peter 
and James, On his second visit. Acts xi. 29, 30, about a.d. 43 ^see as 
above), we have no intimation whether John was there or not. "“If the 
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journey to determine the question about circumcision, Acts xv. 1, was 
identical with Paul’s third visit, Gal. ii. 1 (which I have maintained in 
the Introduction to Acts), then at that date (i. e. about a.d. 50) John 
was iif Jerusalem. After this time, we lose sight of the Apostles, nor 
can we with any approach to certainty point out the period of their final 
dispersion. It took place probably some time between this council and 
Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem, Acts xxi. 18 (about a.u. 60), when we find 
only James resident there. 

9. For the after-lqatory of J ohn, we are dependent on tradition. And 
here we have evidence more trustworthy than in the case of any other 
Apostle. 

{d) It is related by Polycrates Bishop of Ephesus at the end of the 
second ^entury, — in his Epistle to Victor Bishop of Rome on the keep- 
ing of Easter, — that Jol^n, whom he numbers among the great lights 
of Asia, died and was buried in Ephesus. 

(5) Irenseus also, — the scholar of Polycarp, who himself was a disciple 
of John, — relates that John remained in Ephesus till the times of Trajan. 
To the same effect 4;estify Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Eusebius, and 
J erome. 

10. But assuming as a fact the long residence and death of the 
Apostle at Ephesus, we in vain seek any clue to guide us as to the time 
when, or the place whence, he came thither. The Asiatic Churches 
were founded by St. Paul, who made it a rule not to encroach on the field 
of labour of any other Apostle, Rom. xv. 20 : — who never, in his Epistles 
to the Asiatic Churches, makes any mention of nor sends any salutation 
to John: — who, in his parting speech to the Elders of the Ephesian 
Church at Miletus (Acts xx,), certainly did not anticipate the coming of 
an Apostle among them. So much then we may set down as certain, 
that the arrival of John in Asia must have been after the death 
of St. Paul. 

11. We may perhaps with some appearance of probability conjecture 
that the dangei^ which evidently beset the Asiatic Churches in Paul’s 
lifetime, — and to which Peter in his first Epistle, written to them, not 
indistinctly alludes (see 1 Pet. i. 14: ii. 1, 2, 7, 8, 12, 16, <&c.), — had 
taken so serious a form after the removal of Paul their father in the 
faith, that John found it requisite to fix his residence and exercise 
apostolic authority among them. This is supposed by Liicke and Neander. 

12. But we are as far as ever, even if this conjecture be adopted, from 
arriving at any method of accounting for the interval between John’s 
leaving Jerusalem, and his coming to Asia Minor: a period, on any 
computation, of nearly six years, a.d. 58 — 64. It is not necessary, how- 
ever, as Liicke also observes, to reject a tradition so satisfactorily grounded 
as that of John’s residence and death at Ephesus, on this account;- — 
especially when we consider that we seem compelled to interpose 
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some influence corresponding to that of John, between the state of the 
Asiatic Churches as shewn in the Pauline Epistles, and that in the time 
of Polycarp, who immediately followed the apostolic age. I reserve the 
discussion of the other element of uncertainty in this matter, — Hke pos- 
sible confusion of two persons named J ohn, the Apostle and the Presbyter, 
for the Introduction to the Second Epistle of John. 

13. I mention here, — reserving its discussion for the Introduction to 

the Apocalypse, — ^the tradition imiversally received in the early Church, 
which records that the Apostle John was exiled upder Domitian to the 
island of Patmos. Assuming the Apocalypse to he his worJc^ the fact of ^ 
such an exile is established, see Rev. i. 9, — but the time left uncertain. 
But even those who do not ascribe the Apocalypse to him, relate this 
exile, — for example, Eusebius. • , 

14. It is also related by Eusebius that he^ returned under Nerva to 
Ephesus, and that his death (under Trajan, see above) took place (in 
what manner is uncertain, but probably not by martyrdom) in extreme 
old age. It would be out of place here to recount the other traditions, 
some of them highly interesting, which are extant. ^See one of them in 
note on 1 John iii. 18, and the whole recounted and commented on in 
Stanley’s Sermons and Essays on the Apostolic Age, pp. 275 — 289. 


SECTION II. 

ITS SOITECES. 

1. In several places the Author of this Gospel plainly declares or 
implies that he relates what he had seen and heard. See ch. i. 14 ; 
xiii. 2 j xviii. 15 ; xix. 26 ; xx. 2, and especially xix. 35. Also xxi. 

24. 

2. And with this declaration the contents of the Gospel agree. 
Amidst the entire disregard of minute specifications of sequence or 
locality as a general rule, in almost every narrative we have undoubted 
marks of the testimony of an eye-witness. 

3. The only question which arises on receiving this as the fact, has 
reference to the diversity of style observed in the discourses of our Lord 
as related by the three other Evangelists, and as related by John. In 
their more or less common report, a certain similarity of style is sup- 
posed to be observable throughout the parables and sayings of Jesi*s, 
which is wholly absent from them in John’s Gospel. Let us examine 
this matter more closely. 

4. In order to form a satisfactoiy judgment on this point, it would be 
necessary to be in possession of some common matter reparted by both, 
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But such common matter, in any sufficient quantity for this purpose, we 
do not possess. No one discourse is reported by all four. Certain 
insulated sayings are so reported ; for example, John ii. 19 ; compare 
Matt, ijcvi. 61 , Mark xiv. 58 . — Johnvi. 20 ; Matt. xiv. 27 , Markvi. 50 . 
— John xii. 7 , 8 ; Matt. xxvi. 10 , 11 , Mark xiv. 6 , 7 . — John xiv. 20 ; 
Matt. x. 40 , Luke x. 16 . — John xiv. 21 ; Matt. xxvi. 21 , Mark xiv. 18 . 
— John xiv. 37 , 38 ; Matt. xxvi. 33 , and parallel places. — John xx. 19 ; 
Luke xxiv. 36 . — Now in these common reports, amidst much variety in 
verbal and circumstantial detail, such as might have been expected from 
independent narrators, there is no such difference of style observable. 

5 . We have then the following remarkable phasnomenon presented by 
the two classes of narrators ; — that the sayings of our Lord reported by 
the one are different J^om, and exclusive of those contained in the other. 
And this must very much modify our view of the subject in question. 

6. It would be in the "highest degree probable that our Lord would 
discourse mainly and usually on two great branches of divine truth ; one 
of these being, the nature and moral requirements of that kingdom which 
He came to found among men, which would embrace the greater part of 
His discourses to t5e multitude, — His outer or popular sayings, — His 
parables and prophecies ; — and the other, the deeper spiritual verities 
relating to his own divine Iverson and Mission. Of these latter, there 
would be two subdivisions : one class of them would be spoken in the 
gracious condescension of love to His own disciples when conversing 
privately with them, and the other in the fire of holy zeal when contend- 
ing against His bitter adversaries, the rulers of the J ews. 

7 . Now of the two greater classes just mentioned, let us enquire which 
would most naturally form the matter of the oral apostolic teaching to 
the Churches in the first age. Let it be remembered that that teaching 
was mostly elementary, — matter of catechization ; — selected for the 
edification of those who were to be built up as Christian converts. 
Would it not unquestionably be the first? Granted, that some few of 
those deeper sayings (deeper, I mean, in their very form and primary 
reference^ might occasionally find their place in the reports of longer 
discourses (see Matt. xi. 27 : Luke x. 22 ), yet I cannot imagine 
the main stream of oral apostolic teaching to have been otherwise com- 
posed than as we find it : viz. of the popular discourses and parables of 
our Lord, to the exclusion for the most part of His inner teaching and 
deeper revelations respecting his own divine Person. These, in case the 
Apostles had been suffered by Providence to carry on systematically 
their testimony to the Church, might have followed after : but certainly 
they would not be likely to form first subject of their oral teaching. 

8. But that they would dwell powerfully on their minds, and in pro- 
portion to their individual receptivity of the Spirit and Person of their 
Lord, is most evident. And this consideration, united with that of the 
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very nature and purpose of the apostolic office, and with the promise 
specially recorded that the Spirit should bring to their minds all things 
which He had said to them, will fully account for there arising, late in 
the apostolic age, so copious and particular a report of these in^^er and 
personal discourses of our Lord. 

9. That such a report should be characterized in some measure by the 
individual mind which has furnished it, was to be expected, on any view 
of spiritual guidance. But that this individuality has in any con- 
siderable degree modified the report, I think extremely improbable. 
Taking the chcumstances into consideration, the relation of John to his 
divine Master, the employment and station from which he was called, * 
and the facts also which have been noticed respecting the sayings 
reported by all in common, I think it much more probable, that the 
character and diction of our Lord’s discourses entirely penetr&ted and 
assimilated the habits of thought of His belo^d Apostle ; so that in his 
first epistle he writes in the very tone and spirit of those discourses ; 
and when reporting the sayings of his own former teacher the Baptist, 
he gives them, consistently with the deepest inner truth of narration 
(see note on ch. iii. 31), the forms and cadences so iamiliar and habitual 
to himself. 

10. It belongs to the present section of our subject, to enquire how far 
it may be supposed that John had seen or used the three other Gospels. 

I confess myself wholly unable to receive the supposition that any of 
them, in their present form, had ever been seen by him. On such a sup- 
position, the phaenomena presented by his Gospel would be wholly inex- 
plicable. To those parts of it which he has in common with them, the 
reasonings of the former part of this Introduction will apply. And 
though these are not so considerable in extent as in the case of the three 
Gospels, yet they are quite important enough to decide this question. 
The account and testimony of the Baptist in ch. i. ; — the miraculous 
feeding in ch. vi. ; — the whole history from ch. xii. 1, in its subject- 
matter, will come under this description. Let any common passages be 
selected, and tried by the considerations above advanced, ch. i. § ii. — 
and our conclusion must be that the report is an independent one, not 
influenced or modified by theirs. Of those parts of his Gospel which are 
peculiar to himself, I will speak in another section. 

11. It is, however, an entirely distinct question, how far John had in 
his view the generally-received oral teaching from which our three 
Gospels are derived. That he himself, answering so strictly to the 
description in Acts i. 21, — laying so much weight as he does on tes- 
timowy, ch. i. 19 ; xix. 35 ; xxi. 24i, — bore his part, and that no incon- 
siderable one, in the Apostles’ witness to the facts of the evangelic 
history, — I take for granted. It will follow that he was aware of the 
general nature and contents of that cycle of narratives and discourses of 
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our Lord which became current at Jerusalem from his own testimony 
and that of the other Apostles. Accordingly we find him in his Gospel 
assuming a>8 known ^ certain facts contained in that cycle. See ch. vii. 41, 
and n«be, — ch. xi. 1, — also ch. i. 40, where Simon ^eter is referred to 
as one known., before the giving of the latter name is related. 

12. I can hardly however suppose, that John wrote with any fixed 
design of filling up by a supplementary Gospel the deficiencies of the 
generally-received oral account. Sometimes, e. g. ch. vi. 1 — 14, xviii., 
xix., he goes over the same ground with it : and in no part can it by the 

^ most ingenious application of the supplementary theory be shewn, that 
he in any respect produces or aims at the effect of a work designed 
to fill up and elucidate those which have gone before. This point wiU 
be dwelt on more at Igngth in the next section. 

13. ]*. have no hesitation, therefore, in receiving as the true account 
of the source of this Gospel, that generally given and believed ; — viz. 
that we have it from the authority of the Apostle himself as an eye 
and ea/r -witness. 


SECTION III. 

FOB WHAT BEAHERS AND WITH WHAT OBJECT IT WAS WRITTEN. 

1. This Gospel presupposes readers already Christians, and was 
written to build them up and confirm them in the faith. (See ch. xix. 
35 ; XX. 31.) It is, as Liicke remarks, neither complete enough, nor 
elementary enough, for the first founding of a belief in Christ in the 
mind. This must have been, even as early as the apostolic times, 
the work of no written Gospel (see Luke i. 1 — A<), but of the oral 
preaching of the word. “ These (things) ai'e written that ye may believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God : and that believing ye may have life 
in His name.” 

2. Being written then for Christian readers, the main and ultimate 
purpose as regards them is sufficiently declared in ch. xx. 31. 

3. This purpose however, as it would be common to all the sacred 
writings of the New Testament more or less, in no way accounts for the 
peculiar cast of the Gospel, or the portions of the Christian’s faith which 
are most prominently brought out in it. These will require closer 
examination. 

4. It will at once appear, that some especial occasion must have 
induced John to write so pointedly as he has done on certain doctrines, 
— and to a*dopt, in doing so, a nomenclature unknown to the rest of the 
New Testament writers. Some state of opinion in the Church must 
have rendered it necessary for the Apostle to state strongly and clearly 
the trtith about which error was prevalent, or questions had been raised ; 
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the method of speaking which even Ae, under the guidance of the Spirit, 
adopted to convey that truth, must have become familiar to and valued 
by the educated and philosophic minds in the Christian community. 

5. It may be well to set down the opinions of the ancients on this, 
before we enter into the matter itself. 

IrensBus states that J ohn wrote his Gospel to controvert the errors of 
Cerinthus, and before him the Nicolaitans. Tertullian in the main agrees 
with this. Epiphanius and Jerome repeat it as a certain fact, that John 
wrote against Cerinthus ; but instead of the Nicolaitans, they mention 
the Ebionites. Those who assert him to have written against Valentinus 
or Marcion are evidently chronologically in error. 

6. Several of the ancients give, in substance, the supplementary view 
of the design of Jolm’s Gospel. Clement of Alexandria related, “ that 
John, last of all, perceiving that only outward and bodily facts were 
related in tlie existing Gospels, being urged on by the skilled in divine 
things, and inspired by God’s S])irit, composed a spiritual Gospel.” 
Eusebius states, that whereas the other Evangelists wrote the history of 
the official life of our Lord subsequent to the imprisonment of the Bap- 
tist, John vdshing that there should be a complete account, gave in his 
Gospel the particulars preceding that event. The same is repeated almost 
word for word by J erome. Later authors reproduced the conjectures of 
their predecessors as being traditions of the Church ; and for the most 
part united the polemical with the supplementary theory * ** . 

7. None of the above-cited authors appeal to any historical or tra^ 
ditionary fact, as the ground of their owm statements. Those statements 
have therefore for us no external authority^ and must be judged by their 
own intrinsic probability or otherwise, as established by the contents of 
the Gospel, and the state of the Church at the period of its publication. 
In modem times, these last considerations have given rise to several 
opinions, which I shall now briefly state ; acknowledging, throughout 
this part of the section, my obligations to Liicke, whose facts and remarks 
I have for the most part borrowed. 

8. Grotius, and some of the Socinian Commentators, supposed, — on 
account of the contrast strongly drawn in the prologue, ch. i. and else- 
where, between Jesus Christ as the true Light, and the Baptist as only 
having come to bear witness of that Light, — that the Evangelist wrote 
against the so-called disciples of John^ who held the Baptist to have 
been the Messiah. Others thought that the Sahceans, who combined 

* For an instance of the kind of use which is made of these notices in Eusebius aijd 
others by the advocates of the supplementary theory, see Dr. Wordsworth's note intro- 
ductory to St.John : where such parts of them as suit that theory are strongly affirmed 
as fact, and called “ the uniform consent of antiquity concerning the design of St. John’s 
Gospel in relation to the other three,” while the part not suiting it is hushed u^ under 

** for other reasons of a doctrinal nature.” 
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gnostic errors with an overweening estimation of John the Baptist, were 
principally aimed at. Others, not finding in this a sufficient account of 
the peculiarities of the Gospel, supposed this or other polemic aims, to 
have begin united with the supplementary one. Others again finding in 
the Gospel no sufficient evidence either of a polemical or a supplementary 
intention, fell back on the didactic aim set forth ch. xx. 31. This view, 
however, was never found satisfactory to explain the peculiar pJiwnomena 
of the Gospel. 

9. Meantime, however, the critical study of the other Gospels had so 
far advanced, that it t)ecame more and more clearly seen, that the hypo- 
thesis of John having been acquainted with, and having wished to com- 
plete or correct them, was entirely tmtenahle. Again, not finding traces 
of a polemical design ^sufficiently prominent in the Gospel, some critics, 
slightly altering the term, have supposed it to be apologetic in its cha- 
racter. Some, lastly, pronounced it unworthy of the Apostle to follow 
any secondary designs, considering his own avowal in ch. xx. 30, 31. 

. But even granting this, it may stiU be a lawful enquiry. What peculiar 
circumstances led to^ his realizing this his great design in the present 
peculiar form of composition. The three former Evangelists had, beyond 
question, the same great design and yet have followed it in a very dif- 
ferent manner. Something of this may doubtless be explained by the 
individual character of the writer’s mind, but clearly not all : and that 
character itself was modified by surrounding events. We are driven 
therefore to the special circumstances under which the Gospel, but 
especially the prologue^ which in this matter rules the Gospel, was 
composed. 

10. Into these Liicke enquires under two heads : (1) the relation of 
John’s Gospel to the other three ; (2) the character of the age and 
section of the Church in which the Evangelist lived. In treating the 
first of these he disproves, much in the same manner as has been done 
in this Introduction, the probability that John intended to supply, or 
had ever seen, our present Gospels ; and maintains that an acquaint- 
ance on his part with the general stream of oral testimony from which 
they were derived, will sufficiently account for the relations observable 
between him and them. His inference is, that if his Gospel (as un- 
doubtedly is the case) sometimes supplies and gives precision to theirs, 
this has been only the result, but could in no way be the aim of his 
writing ; the peculiarities and object of which must be altogether 
accounted for from considerations belonging to the other head of the 
enquiry. 

11. In pursuing this, he distinguishes three classes of writings likely 
to arise in the apostolic age : {a) the simple committal to paper of the 
cycles of oral narration, with a view to fixing them for the general and 
continued edification of the readers. To this class he refers the Gospels 
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of Matthew and Mark, (h) Writings compiled with a more set pur* 
pose of giving a complete account, in order, of the events of our Lord’s 
life on earth. In this division he classes the Gospel of Luke, (c) The 
third class would arise from the growing up of the faith, which#at first 
was a simple historical belief, into the maturer philosophical form of 
doctrinal system. In the course of this progress, various questions would 
arise respecting the life and teaching of the Lord J esus, which the gene- 
rally-received oral narration w^ not competent to answer. And these 
writings would be composed to satisfy such enquirers by presenting such 
an apologetic view of the Lord’s life, and such a doctrinal account of His 
teaching, as might tend to set their questionings at rest. To this class 
he supposes may have belonged some of the gnostic apocryphal writings ; 
and to this class certainly does belong the Gospel of J ohn. 

12. At the time of its composition, many questionings were already 
raised between the believing and unbelieving* and among the believing 
themselves. Traces of such we find even in tlie Pauline Epistles, 1 Cor. 
i. 23 ; XV. 1. Liicke instances some of these questions which this 
Gospel was well adapted to answer, (a) The rejection of the Lord 
Jesus by His own people the Jews, was an event likely to prove a 
stumbling-block, and to be used by unbelievers against our religion. 
To the elucidation of this, — the tracing its progress, step by step, — the 
shewing its increasing virulence amidst the blameless innocence and 
holy words and deeds of the Redeemer, — does John especially devote 
the middle and principal section of his Gospel. He shews that thereby 
His enemies were fulfilling the divine purpose, and that they were even 
forewarned of this by one among themselves, ch. xi. 51, 52. (Ji) We 
may evidently see, from the diligence with which John accumulates 
autoptic evidence on the subject of the actual death of Christ, and His 
resurrection, that he has in this part also some in view, who did not 
receive those great events as undoubted facts, but required the authority 
of an Apostle to assure them of their truth, (c) The way also in 
which he relates the testimonies of our Lord respecting the manner, 
results, and voluntary nature of His own death, — that it was His true 
glorification, — that it was undertaken freely, but in complete accordance 
with the Father’s will, — seems to point to doubts as to the character of 
that event, which the Evangelist meditated removing, {d) It was cer- 
tainly, later (see Origen against Celsus, quoted in note on Matt. ix. 9 — 13), 
a reproach against the Apostles, that they were low-bom and ignorant 
men. In the case of Paul, we find very early a disposition on the part of 
some in the Churches, to set aside apostolic authority. And those who 
were so disposed might perhaps appeal to the oral narrative which forms 
the foundation of the three former Gospels, to prqye that the Apostles 
often misunderstood the sayings of the Lord, and might from thence take 
occasion to vilify their present preaching as resting on similar miifunder* 
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standing. John, — from his relating so much at length the discourse of 
our Lord in which He promised the Comforter to guide them into all the 
truth, and bring to their minds all that He had said to them, and from 
noticing^ (ch. xii. 16 ; xx. 9) that they understood not certain things at 
first, which were made clear to them afterwards, — seems to be guarding 
the apostolic office and testimony from such imputations. 

13. But all these designs, possible as they may have been, do not 
reach so far as to give any account of the very remarkable cast and 
diction of the prologue. This opening gives a tone to the whole Gospel, 
being no less than a compendium or programme of its contents, gathered 

*up and expressed according to a nomenclature already familiar to certain 
persons within the Church. The fact of John having been led to adopt 
the gnostic term, “ the word ” or “ logos, as the exponent of his teaching 
respectirf^ the person of our Lord, would of itself make it probable that 
he had the combating of gnostic error in his view ; or perhaps, speaking 
more accurately, that he was led to take advantage of the yearnings of 
the human desire after an universal and philosophic religion, — by grasp- 
ing and lifting upward into the certainty of revelation the truth which 
they had shaped to tRemselves, — and thereby striking off and proscribing 
their manifold and erroneous conceits. But neither the language of the 
prologue itself, nor any prominence given to antagonistic truths in the 
Gospel, justify us in ascribing to the Evangelist a position directly 
polemical against the peculiar tenets of Cerinthus*. The stand made 
in the Gospel, is against gnosticism in the very widest sense; in its 
Ebionitish form, as denying the Divinity and pre-existence of Christ, — 
and in its Docetic, as denying the reality of His assumption of the 
Human Nature. 

14. While, however, John contends against false gnosis (or philosophy 
of the Gnostics) he is, in the furtherance and grounding of the true 
gnosis (or knowledge), the greatest, as he was the last, of the spiritual 
teachers of the Church. The great Apostle of the Gentiles, amidst 
fightings without and fears within, built in his argumentative Epistles 
the outworks of that temple, of which his still greater colleague and 
successor was chosen noiselessly to complete, in his peaceful old age, 
the inner and holier places. And this, after all, ranging under it all 
secondary aims, we must call the great object of the Evangelist: — to 
advance, purify from error, and strengthen, that maturer Christian life of 
knowledge, which is the true development of the teaching of the Spirit in 
men, and which the latter part of the apostolic period witnessed in its full 
vitality. And this, by setting forth the Person of the Lord Jesus in all 
its fulness of grace and truth, in all its manifestation in the flesh by signs 

® For an account of them, see Neander’s Church History, Rose’s Translation, vol. ii. 

p. 49. • 

61 ] _ 



INTEODtrOTXOir.J 


JOHN’S GOSPEL. 


[cp. Y. 


and by discourses, and its glorification by opposition and unbelief, through 
sufierings and death. That he should have been led to cast his testi- 
mony into a form antagonistic to the peculiar errors then prevalent, — that 
he should have adopted the thoughts and diction of previous seekers after 
God, so far as they were capable of serving his high purpose and 
being elevated into vehicles of heavenly truth, — these are arrange- 
ments which we may not, because they are natural and probable, the 
less regard as providential, and admirably designed for that which 
especially was his portion of the apostolic work, — the peefecting of 
THE SAINTS. 


SECTION IV. 

AT WHAT PLACE AND TIME IT WAS WHITTEN. 

• 

1. These two questions, as relating to John’s Gospel, are too inti- 
mately connected to form the subject of separate sections. 

2. The most ancient testimony, that of Irenseu^ relates that it was 
published at MpJiesm. This testimony is repeated by Jerome and 
others, and is every way consonant with what we have above (§ i.) 
related of the history of the Apostle its author. Some later writers 
have reported that it was published from I^atmos, during John’s exile j 
some have combined the two accounts, and made John dictate the 
Gospel in Patmos, and publish it at Ephesus after his return. But of 
these the only account which from its date and character deserves atten- 
tion, is that of Irenaeus. 

3. The Gospel itself furnishes only negative or uncertain evidence on 
this point. From the manner in which the sites and habits of Palestine 
are spoken of, it seems evident that it was composed at a distance from 
that country. If again we regard the peculiar nomenclature of the 
prologue, and enquire to what locality this points, two places occur to 
us where it would be likely to have been adopted ; one of these, Alex- 
andria, — the other, Ephesus. The first of these cities was the home 
and birthplace of the gnostic philosophy ; the other (Acts xviii. 24) 
was in communication with, and derived its philosophic character from 
Alexandria. Now as no history gives us any account of the Apostle 
having laboured or ever been at Alexandria, this consideration also forms 
a presumptive confirmation of the tradition that the Gospel was written 
at Ephesus. 

4. If so, we have some clue, although but an indirect one, to the time 
at which it was published. If John cannot be supposed to have come 
thither till some time after the ultimate disappearance of the Apostle 
Paul from Asia Minor, then we have obviously a time specified, before 
which the Gospel cannot have been published. 
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6. The voice of tradition on this point is very uncertain. Irenceus 
states that this Gospel was the latest written of the four : which, as he 
places Mark’s and Luke’s after the deaths of Peter and Paul (but see 
Introdifction to Luke, § iv.), would bring us to a similar date with that 
pointed out in the preceding paragraph. As usual in traditional 
matter, — on our advance to later writers, we find more and more par- 
ticular accounts given: — the year of John’s life, the reigning Emperor, 
&c., under which the Gospel was written. In all such cases the stu- 
dent will do well to remember, that such late traditions a/re worthless 
^exactly in proportion ?o their particularity of detail. 

6. But we have thus no direct indication, at what date to place the 
Gospel. On examining its contents, we find no such indication given 
by them. It is true Jhat the Evangelist speaks in ch. v. 2 of the pool 
of Bethesda in the present tense as being near the sheepgate, and thence 
it might seem as if he wrote before the destruction of Jerusalem: — but 
such indications are confounded by the fact that he alone of the Evan- 
gelists speaks of places near Jerusalem, which would remain after the 
destruction, in the p^t tense (ch. xi. 18), which seems to shew that 
no stress is to be laid on such expressions, which were perhaps used 
by him according to the cast of the particular narrative which he 
was then constructing, without any reference to the existing state of 
things at the time of his writing See, however, note on ch. xi. 18. 

7. It has been variously inferred, — from ch. xxi. 18, 19, — that the 
Gospel must have been published during the lifetime of Peter ; — for that, 
had the Lord’s prophecy been fulfilled before the account was written, 
some notice would have been taken of such fulfilment ; — and from ch. 
xviii. 10, that it cannot have been published till after his deaths — for that 
Peter’s name would not have been mentioned, had he been still living. 
But it is plain that we might just as well argue for ch. xxi. 18, 19, being 
written after Peter’s death, on account of the definiteness of the inter- 
pretation there given to the prophecy ; and I have shewn in my note on 
Matt. xxvi. 61, that no stress can be laid on the other inference. 

8. Nor do we find any more certain indication by comparison of the 
Gospel with the First Epistle, or with the Apocalypse. The dates of 
both these are very uncertain ; — and it has been disputed whether their 
contents presuppose the Gospel or not. Such expressions as “the Word 
of Life,” “ the life eternal, which was with the Father and was manifested 
to us,” 1 John i. 2, and similar ones, make it at least probable, that the 
Epistle was written after the Gospel. But how long after, we have 
no^ means of even conjecturing. And with regard to the Apocalypse, 
if we assume the Domitianic date (95 or 96 a.d.), which I have 
upheld in the Introduction to Revelation, § ii., we yet get no trustworthy 
points of comparison whereby to infer the date of the Gospel. 

* * See also ch. xviii. 1 ; xix. 41. 
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9. Our only resource then must be, the space included between the 
very wide limits above indicated. The final departure of Paul from Asia 
Minor, and indeed his death, must be supposed to have happened some 
time; — this, such as it is, will be our earliest limit; — and o«r latest 
limit, the probable duration of John's life, or more properly speaking, 
of his power of writing as we find him writing in this Gospel. And as 
antiquity testifies that he lived to a great age, and survived his vigour, 
this latter terminus will be even less definite than the former. 

10. One consideration, however, may tend somewhat to narrow its 
limits. 1 have argued in the Commentary, that ch. xxi. is a genuine^ 
addition by the hand of the Apostle himself, probably in the decline of 
life, some years at least, from internal evidence of style, after the Gospel 
was completed. Add to which, as hinted above^ that the style of the 
Gospel is, as Liicke has also remarked, that of a matured, but not of an 
aged writer. 

11. Whether then we set the death of Paul with Wieseler in a.d. 64, 
or, as upholders of a second Roman imprisonment, in a.d. 68, we per- 
haps must not in either case allow our earliest limft to be placed much 
earlier than 70: nor, supposing John to have been a few years younger 
than our Lord, can we prolong our latest limit much beyond a.d. 85. 
We should thus have, but with no great fixity either way, somewhere 
about fifteen years, — a.d. 70 — 85, during which it is probable that the 
Gospel was published. 


SECTION V. 

IN WHAT LANGUAGE IT WAS WKITTEN. 

1. The testimony of antiquity is unanimous that John wrote in Greek. 
Nor is there any reason to doubt the fact. If he lived and taught in 
Asia Minor, he must have been familiar with the Greek language. 

2. Some among the moderns have held an Aramaic or Hebrew original. 
They seem to ground this principally on the citations from the Old Tes- 
tament being from the Hebrew, not from the LXX. But this latter is 
by no means without exception. That we find other citations after the 
Hebrew solely or principally, was to be expected from the Apostle’s per- 
sonal history, as a Jew of Palestine who had been brought up in the 
knowledge of the Hebrew original: and is a confirmation of the 
genuineness of the Gospel. See below in the next section. 
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SECTION VI. 

ITS GEITUINENESS. 

1. It would enlarge this Introduction too much, to give a detailed 
history of the recognition of this Gospel, and its impugners, in ancient 
times. It may suffice to refer to such works as Liicke’s, where this 
history will be found. ^ The result of his researches on the subject is, that 
•down to the end of the second century the Gospel was by all recognized 

and attributed to the Apostle whose name it bears, with the sole excep- 
tion of the Alogi, an unimportant sect in Asia Minor, who, from exces- 
sive opposition to the iieresy of Montanus, rejected both the Apocalypse 
and Gospel of John, as favouring (according to them) some of the views 
of that heretic. Such an exception rather strengthens than weakens the 
general evidence of ancient Christendom in its favour. 

2. Equally satisfactory is the testimony of the fathers after the close 
of the second century. The citations by Irenaeus from this Gospel are 
very frequent, and express, both as to its canonicity and the name of its 
author. And his testimony is peculiarly valuable, because (1) he was an 
anti-gnostic : (2) his acquaintance with the whole Church, Eastern and 
Western, was greater than that of any other ecclesiastical writer : and 
(3) in his youth he had conversed with Polycarp, himself a disciple of 
the Apostle John. Theophilus of Antioch, Tertullian, Clement of Alexan- 
dria, Hippolytus, Origen, Dionysius of Alexandria, Eusebius, — the ancient 
Syriac version, the Peschito, — the adversaries of Cliristianity, Porphyry, 
and Julian, — all these refer to the Gospel as without doubt the work of 
the Apostle John. 

3. We may then, as far as antiquity is concerned, regard its genuine- 
ness as established. But there is one circumstance which has furnished 
many modem writers with a ground for doubting this. Neither Papias, 
who carefully sought out all that Apostles and apostolic men had related 
regarding the life of Christ, — nor Poly carp, who was himself a disciple 
of the Apostle John, — nor Barnabas, nor Clement of Home, in their 
Epistles, nor lastly Ignatius (in his genuine writings), makes any men- 
tion of, or allusion to, this Gospel. So that in the most ancient circle of 
ecclesiastical testimony, it appears to be unknown or not recognized. 

4. But this circumstance, when fairly considered in connexion with 
its universal recognition hy writers following on these, rather serves for a 
confirmation of the genuineness of this Gospel. It confessedly was written 
late in the apostolic age. As far then as silence (or apparent silence) 
can be valid as an argument, it seems to shew that the recognition of 
this Gospel, as might have been expected, was later than that of the 
others. And it is some confirmation also of this view, that Papias, if 
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Eusebius gives his testimony entire, appears not to recognize IjuJce’s 
Oospel^ but only those of Matthew and Ma/rk, It is remarkable, how- 
ever, on the other hand, that Papias recognizes the First Fpisihe of John, 
which, as remarked in § iv., was probably written after the Gospel. This 
would seem to make it probable that we have not in Eusebius the whole 
testimony of Papias given; for it would certainly seem from internal 
grounds that the First Epistle and the Gospel must stand or fall 
together. 

6. It is evident that too much stress must not be laid on the silence 
of Poly carp, from whom we have one short epistle only. He also 
(apparently) was acquainted with the First Epistle of John. But he 
wrote with no purpose of giving testimony to the sacred books, and what 
reason therefore have we to expect in his Epistle, (fuotations^ from or 
allusions to any particular book which did not happen to come within 
his design, and the subject of which he was treating ? 

6. The same may be said of the silence of Barnabas, Hermas, and 
Ignatius. Had any intention existed on the part of the primitive Chris- 
tian writers of informing posterity what books w^e counted canonical 
in their days, their silence would be a strong argument against any 
particular book : — but they had no such intention : their citations are 
fortuitous, and most of them loose and allusory only. So that we cannot 
argue from such silence to the recognition or otherwise of any book, 
unless it be universal and continuous, which is not the case with regard 
to this Gospel. 

7. Again, the kind of testimony furnished by Irenseus is peculiarly 
valuable. He does not relate from whom he had heard that John wrote 
a Gospel, but he treats and quotes it as a well-known and long-used 
book in the Christian Church. What could have induced Irenseus to 
do this, except the fact of its being thus known and used ? So that this 
character of his testimony virtually carries it back farther than its 
actual date. Besides, when one who has had the means which Irenajus 
had of ascertaining the truth in a matter, asserts things respecting that 
matter, — the ordinary and just method is to suppose that he draws his 
information from his superior opportunities of gaining it, even though he 
may not expressly say so : so that when Irenseus, who had conversed with 
Polycarp himself, the friend of the Apostle John, quotes this Gospel as 
the work of that Apostle, we may fairly presume that he had assured 
himself of this by the testimony of one so well capable of informing 
him. 

8. Another historical argument used against its genuineness is, — tbat 
in the dispute about the time of keeping Easter between Polycarp and 
Anicetus bishop of Borne, about the year 160, the former defended the 
practice of the Asiatic Churches, — which was to keep their Christian 
passover at the time of the Jewish passover, the evening of the l4th of 
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Nisan, by what he had learned from John and the other Apostles. 
But, say the opponents, John himself in his Gospel clearly relates that 
our Lord instituted the Lord’s supper on the evening of the 13^^ of 
Nisan ^ mid was crucified on the 14ith. Therefore either Poly carp falsely 
appealed to John’s authority, which is not probable, or John did not 
write the Gospel which bears his name. But, as Liicke has shewn, this 
argument is altogether built on the assumption that the Christian pass- 
over must necessarily coincide with the time of the institution of the 
Lord’s supper ; whereas such a coincidence docs not appear to have 
entered into the consideration of the litigants in this case, but merely the 
question, whether the Churches should follow the J ewish calendar, or an 
arrangement of their own. Even in the later dispute between Polycrates, 
bishop of Ephesus, and^ Victor, on the same point, this question was not 
raised^ but the matter was debated on other grounds. 

9. The last historical objection which I shall notice is, that this Gospel 
was first circulated by the Gnostics, and therefore is to be looked on 
with suspicion. But Liicke has shewn that this was not the case : that 
unquestionable traces ,pf catholic reception of it are found before it teas 
received by them : and that, at all events, Irenaous recognized and used it 
contemporaneously with the Valentinians. The known opposition between 
the catholic Fathers and the Gnostics furnishes a sure guarantee, that 
had these latter first promulgated the Gospel^ it never would have been 
received into the Canon of the catholic Church. 

10. The modern opponents of the genuineness and canonicity of this 
Gospel have raised two arguments against it upon internal evidence. 
The first of these rests upon the assumed radical diversity between the 
views of the Person and teaching of Christ presented to us by John, 
and by the other three Evangelists, On this point 1 have said nearly all 
that is necessary in § ii. ; and I will only now add, that suj)posing the 
diversity to be as unaccountable as it is natural, it would of itself servo 
as a strong presumption that the Gospel was not the work of a forger, 
who would have enlarged and decorated the accounts already existing, 
but a genuine testimony of one who was not an imitator of nor dependent 
on those others. 

11. The second endeavours, by bringing out various supposed incon- 
sistencies in the narration, to show that the Apostle John cannot have 
been the Author. Such are, — imagined want of connexion in certain 
parts (ch. iv. 44 ; xiii. 20 ; xiv. 31, where see notes) ; — an imputed incon- 
sistency in the character and development of the treachery of J udas (see 
note on ch. vi. G4) ; — the not naming once in the Gospel of his own 
brother James (which, as Liicke remarks, is far easier to account for on 
supposition of its genuineness than on that of its spuriousness ; — the 

* James, the son of Zebedee, though one of the favoured Three, comes forward no 
where personally in the Gospels, nor in the Acts ; and vanishes the first of all the 
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supposed want of accurate information with regard to the geography 
and customs of Judaea. But again, the passages cited to support this 
involve only geographical and archaeological difficulties^ such as would 
never have been raised by an impostor ; — and one in particular (ch^vii. 52 : 
see note there) is chargeable, not on the Evangelist, but on the Sanhedrim, 
who were likely enough to have made the mistake, or purposely overlooked 
the fact, in their proud spirit of contempt for Galilee. The other objec- 
tions derived from internal considerations are hardly worth recounting. 
They are fully stated and answered by Liicke. 

12. An hypothesis was advanced by Eckermaiin, Vogel, and Paulus, 
and brought to completeness by Weisse, founded on a compromise* 
between the evidence for and against the Gospel : that it is partly 
genuine, and principally in the didactic portions, which are veritable 
notices from the Apostle John: but that a later hand has* wrought 
upon these, and added most of the narrative portions. But first, eccle- 
siastical tradition gives no countenance to this, always citing the Gospel 
as a whole, — and dropping no hint of any such distinction between its 
parts ; — and secondly, it is quite impossible to draw any hne in the 
Gospel itself which shall separate the original matter from the supposed 
additions. There certainly is a marked distinction in diction and style 
betw'een the rest of the Gospel and ch. xxi. (of ch. vii. 53 — viii. 12, I do 
not now speak ; see notes there) : — which I believe to be accounted for 
by that chapter being a later addition by the Author himself : but farther 
than this, no such distinction can, even by the most fanciful analogies, 
be established. The same spirit pervades the form of the narrative and 
didactic parts : and so strongly, that the impugners of the Gospel have 
made this very circumstance an argument against the authenticity of the 
latter ; — how unjustly, I have shewn above in § ii. : — but the fact of the 
objection having been made is important, as fatal to Weisse’s hypothesis. 

13. The principal arguments against the genuineness of the Gospel 
have been repeated and elaborated by Baur, who tries to shew that the 
whole is apocryphal, — and has arisen from a pious fraud of an author in 
the latter part of the second century. I mention this attempt because an 
admirable answer to it has appeared, by Ebrard. In this work he has 
gone over carefully all the arguments treated in the preceding sections, 
and shewn their entire untenableness. Luthardt also, in the work above 
referred to, has treated at length of the view of Baur and his 
school. 

14. Our conclusion then from internal as well as external evidence, 
must be that the Gospel is what it has generally been believed to be, — 
the genuine work of the Apostle John, And this result has been ob- 

Apostles from the historic field of view. It is very unlikely that John would have in- 
troduced mention of him merely because he was his brother. He has not named 
several others of the Apostles. See ch. xxi. 2, and note. 
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tained by rigid criticism, apart from all subjective leanings either way. 
To dilate on the importance of this conclusion, does not belong to this 
Introduction ; but I cannot avoid pointing it out, in an age when on 
the one^hand the historic truth of our scriptural accounts is being again 
boldly denied ; — and on the other, we providentially stand at a point 
in the progress of criticism, where none but the most rigid trial of them, 
— none but the fairest and most impartial judgments, — can or ought to 
satisfy us. 


SECTION VII. 

^ ^TS STYLE AJVD CHA.EACTER. 

1. This is the only one of the four Gospels to which a pre-arranged 
and systematic plan can with any certainty be ascribed. That such does 
not exist in the other three, any farther than the circumstances under 
which they were eacl^ respectively written have indirectly modified their 
arrangement, has been already shewn. But that such a plan is proposed 
and followed out by the writer of this Gospel, will become evident by 
an examination of its contents. 

2. The prologue contains a formal setting forth of the subject-matter of 
the Gospel: — ‘that the Eternal Creator Word became Flesh, and was 
glorified by means of that work which He undertook in the flesh.’ This 
glorification of Christ he follows out under several heads : (1) the testi- 
mony borne to Him by the Baptist ; (2) His miracles ; (3) His conflict 
with the persecution and malice of the Jews ; (4) His own testimony in 
His discourses, which are very copiously related ; (5) His suflerings, 
death, and resurrection. And this His glorification is the accomplish- 
ment of the purpose of the Father, by setting Him forth as the Light and 
Life of the World, — the One Intercessor and Mediator, by whose accorn- 
plished Work the Holy Spirit is procured for men ; and through whom 
all spiritual help, and comfort, and hope of glory, is derived. 

3. Several subdivisions of the Gospel have been proposed, as shewing 
its arrangement in subordination to this great design. The simplest 
and most satisfactory is that adopted by Liicke: (1) the prologue, 
ch. i. 1 — 18 ; (2) the first main division of the Gospel, i. 19 — xii. 50 ; 
(3) the second main division of the Gospel, xiii. 1 — xx. 31 ; (4) the 
appendix, ch. xxi. 

Of these divisions, I. the prologue, contains a general statement of 
the whole subject of the Gospel. II. The first main division treats of 
the official work of the Lord in Galilee, Judsea, and Samaria, His recep- 
tion and rejection, and closes with the general reflections of the Evan- 
gelist, ch. xii. 37 — 43, and summary of the commission of Jesus, ib. 44 — 
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50 : — ^its foundation in the will of the Father, and purposes of grace and 
love to men. III. The second main division may be subdivided into 
two parts, (1) the inner glorification of Christ in His last supper and 
His last discourses, (2) His outer and public glorification by Hi® Sufier- 
ings. Death, and Kesurrection. Then IV. the appended chapter xxi. 
relates, for a special purpose, an appearance of the Lord, after His resur- 
rection, in Galilee : — see notes there. 

5. In all these, except the last, the great leading object of the Gospel 
is kept in view, and continually worked out more fully. After having 
stated it in the prologue, he relates the recognition of Christ’s glory by 
the testimony of the Baptist ; — ^then by the disciples on their being 
called ; — then the manifestation of that glory by His miracle in Cana of 
Galilee, — by His cleansing of the temple, — by IJis declaration of Him- 
self to Nicodemus, — and so onwards. But the more this is 1;he case, 
the more is He misunderstood and withstood : and it becomes evident 
by degrees, that the great shewing forth of His glory is to be brought 
about by the result of this very opposition of His enemies. This reaches 
its height in the prophetic testimony of Caiaphas, jh. xi. 47 ff. ; and the 
voice from heaven, xii. 28, “ I have hath glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again , seems to form the point of transition from the manifestation of 
His glory by His acts, discourses, and conflict with the Jews, in Part I. 
— to that by His Sufferings, Death, and Kesurrection in Part II. Thus, 
as Liicke remarks, these words form the ground- tone of the whole 
Gospel, — ‘ The public working of Christ manifested His glory ; but at 
the same time led on to His Death, which Death again manifested 
His glory.’ 

6. In the course of the Gospel the Evangelist steadily keeps his great 
end in view, and does not turn aside from it. For its sake are the 
incidents and notices introduced, with which his matter is diversified ; 
but for its sake only. He has no chronological, no purely historical 
aims. Each incident which is chosen for a manifestation of the Lord’s 
glory, is introduced sometimes with very slight links, sometimes with 
altogether no links of connexion to that which has preceded. So that 
while in the fulfilment of its inner design the Gospel forms a closely 
connected and perfect whole, considered in any other view it is disjointed 
and fragmentary ®. 

® Luthardt’s division is ; 

I. Jestts the Soif OF God : cli. i. — iv. 

1. The Christ, ch. i. 1 — 18. 

2. Tlie introduction of Jesus into the world 0. 19— ii. 11) by the testimony ^(a) 
of the Baptist (i. 19 — 40) ; (b) of Himself (i. 41 — ii. 11). 

8. First revelation of Himself as the Son of God (ii. 12 — iv. 54), (a) in Jerusalem 
and Judma (ii, 12 — iii. 36), (b) in Samaria and Galilee (iv. 1 — 54). 

II. Jesus and the Jews: ch. v. — xii. ^ 

1. Jesus the Life. Opening of the conflict, ch. v. vi. (a) His divine working as 
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ITS STYLE AND CHAEACTEE. [intbodttction. 

7. With regard to the style of this Gospel, it may be remarked, (1) 
that Dionysius of Alexandria, as cited by Eusebius, remarked the purity 
of its diction in the original, as compared with that of the Apocalypse. 
(2) ThSt without subscribing to the whole of his eulogy, if classical authors 
are to be the standard of comparison, the same will hold good of this Gospel 
as compared with the other three. (3) That the greater purity of its diction 
is perhaps mainly owing to its far greater simplicity of style. While the 
deepest truths lie beneath the words, the words themselves are almost 
colloquial in their simplicity ; the historical matter is of small amount as 
•compared with the dialogue. (4) That while the language is for the 
most part unobjectionable Greek, the cast of expression and thought is 
Hebraistic. There is, both here and in the Epistle, very little unfolding 
or deducing one proposition from another : different steps of an argument, 
or sometimes different conclusions from mutually dependent arguments, 
are indicated by mere juxtaposition : — and the intelligent reader must be 
carrying on, as it were, an undercurrent of thought, or the connexion will 
not be perceived. (5) That in this respect this Gospel forms a remark- 
able contrast to thosc^parts of the New Testament wntten by Hellenistic 
Christians ; e. g. the Epistles of Paul, and that to the Hebrews ; in 
which, while external marks of Hebraistic diction abound, there is yet 
an internal conformation of at^de, and connexion of thought, more 
characteristic of the Grecian mind: — they write more in periods, and 
more according to dialectic form. In observing all such phjcnomena in 

Son of God — beginning of opposition (v. 1 — 47) : (b) Jesus the Liffe in the 
flesh, — progress of belief and unbelief (vi. 1 — 71). 

2. Jesus the Light. Height of the conflict, ch. vii, — x. (a) He meets the un- 
belief of the Jews at Jerusalem (vii. 1 — 52) : (b) opposition between Jesus and 
the Jews at its height (viii. 12 — 59) \ (c) Jesus the Light of the world for 
salvation, and for judgment (ix. x.). 

3. The delivery of Jesus to death is the Life and the Judgment of the world, ch. 
xi. xii. (a) The raising from the Dead (xi. 1 — 57) : (b) Prophetic announce- 
ments of the Future (xii. 1—36) : (c) Final judgment on Israel (ib. 37—50). 

Ill, Jesus and His own ; ch. xiii. — xx. 

1, Jesus* Love and the belief of His disciples, (a) His Love in condescension 
(xiii. 1 — 30) : (b) His Love in keeping and completing the disciples in the ftiith 
(xiii. 31 — xvi. 33) : (c) His Love in the exaltation of the Son of God (xvii.). 

2. Jesus the Lord ; the unbelief of Israel, now in its completion ; the belief of 

His own (ch. xviii. — xx.). (a) His free self-surrender to His enemies, and to 

the unbelief of Israel (xviii. 1 — xix, 10) j (b) His self- surrender to Death, and 
divine testimony In death (xix. 16 — 42) ; (c) His manifestation of Himself as 
passed from death into liberty and life, and the completion of the disciples* 

• faith worked thereby (xx. 1 — 29). 

The Appendix ; ch, xxi. The glimpse into the future, (a) The symbolic draught 
of fishes (1— 8) : (b) the symbolic meal (9 — 14) : (c) The calling and its prospect 
(15 — 23) : (d) conclusion. 

These leading sections he follows out into minor detail in other subdivisions of much 
interest. 
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our sacred writings, the student will learn to appreciate the evidence 
which they contribute to the historic truth of our belief with regard to 
them and their writers : — and will also perceive an admirable adaptation 
of the workman to his work, by Him whose One Spirit has overruled 
them all. 


CHAPTER VI. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLBfS. • 

SECTION I. 

ITS AtJTHOESHIP. 

• 

1. The Author of this book is identical with that of the third Gospel, 
as plainly appears from the circumstance that in its address, to a certain 
Theophilus, reference is made to a former work on the acts and words 
of Jesus, similarly addressed. Comp. Acts i. 1, Luke i. 3. That Author 
is traditionally known as Lucas or Luke, spoken of Col. iv. 14, and again 
Philem. 24, and 2 Tim. iv. 10. For notices respecting him, see Introd. 
to St. Luke § 1. 

2. Nor is there any reason to reject the testimony of tradition in this 
matter. In chaps, xxvii. and xxviii. we find our Author (see below, 
paragr. 4) accompanying St. Paul to Rome. In the passages above cited, 
all written from Rome, we find that Luke was there, in the company of 
that Apostle. So far at least there is nothing inconsistent with Luke 
having written this book ; and if this book, the Gospel. 

3. That no other writer has here assumed the person of the Author of 
the Gospel, may be gathered from the diction of this book strongly 
resembling that of the other. The student who consults the references 
in my Edition of the Greek Test, will be continually met by words and 
phrases either peculiar to the two books and not met with elsewhere 
(about fifty of these occur), — or mostly found in the two. 

4. That no writer other than the Author of the rest of the hook has 
furnished the parts in which the narrative proceeds in the first person, 
will be plain, if the matter be thus considered, {a) We have evideifbe, 
both by his own assertion (Luke i. 3), and from the contents of the 
Gospel and this book, that Luke was a careful and painstaking writer. 
Now it would bespeak a degree of carelessness wholly unexanjpled, — 
for one who compiled a continuous memoir, to leave its component 
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parts, derived from var^o«s sources, in their original fragmentary state, 
some in the third, others in the first person. Unquestionably such a 
writer would in such a case have translated the whole into the third 
person.® (b) Seeing that Luke does use the first person in Acts i. 1, 
and that the first person is resumed ch. (xiv. 22) xvi. 10 — 17, — xx. 5 — 
15, — xxi. 1 — 18, — xxvii. 1, — xxviii. 16, it is but a fair inference that in 
one and the same book, and that book betokening considerable care of 
writing and arrangement, the speaker implied by the use of the first 
person is one and the^same throughout. 

5. That the author never names himself, either as the author, or 
otherwise, can of itself not be urged as an objection to any hypothesis 
of authorship, unless by the occurrence of some mention, from which 
the autljorship by another may be fairly inferred. But, if we have in 
this book no mention of Luke, we have as certainly no hint of any other 
person having furnished the narrative. On the other hand we have a 
hint by which it appears that some one other than all the specified 
companions of Paul on a certain occasion (Acts xx. 4, 5) was with 
him, and was the ai^hor of the narrative. After the mention by name 
of Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timotheus, Tychicus, and 
Trophimus, we read, ‘ These having gone forward waited for us at 
Troas this pronoun including Paul and the writer, at least (sec note 
there) . 

6. That Paul himself, in Epistles written during the journeys here 
described, does not name Luke, cannot be alleged as any argument why 
Luke should not have been the author of our narrative. For (a), we 
have undoubted examples of Paul sometimes merely alluding generally 
to those who were with him, as Phil. iv. 21, 22 ; — sometimes sedulously 
suppressing their names while speaking of services performed by them, 
as 2 Cor. viii. 18 : sometimes not mentioning or alluding to them at 
all, as in the Epistles to the Galatians and to the Ephesians : — and 
(h) strictly speaking, no Epistles appear to have been written by Paul 
while our writer was in his company, before his Roman imprisonment. 
For he does not seem to have joined him at Corinth, ch. xviii., whence the 
two Epistles to the Thessalonians were written : — or to have been with 
him at Ephesus, ch. xix., — whence (perhaps) the Epistle to the Galatians 
was written ; — nor again to have wintered with him at Corinth, ch. xx. 
3, at the time of his writing the Epistle to the Romans, and (perhaps) 
that to the Galatians. 

7. But independently of the above arguments to establish the identity 
of* the author throughout, we may infer the same from the similarity of 
diction and style, which do not vary through the book. Here again we 
have, as may be seen abundantly in the references to my edition of the 
Greek text, terms peculiar to the writer occurring in various parts of the 
book j — favouiite terms and phrases occurring in all parts of the book, 
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which could not well have been the case, had he merely incorporated the 
memoirs of others. 

8. And again the notes will be found repeatedly to point out cases 
where the narrator takes up again (with his characteristic “ so iken ” or 
otherwise) the thread of history previously dropped (see e. g., and com- 
pare, xi. 16, i. 6 : xi. 19, viii. 1 — 4 : xxi. 8, vi. 5, viii. 5 ff. : xxii. 20, vii. 
58, viii. 1, <fec.). 

9. Another interesting source of evidence on this head is pointed out 

by Mr. Smith, in his valuable work on the Voyage and Shipwreck of 
St. Paul. He has shewn that in the various narratives of sea voyages 
in this hook, and in that of the stilling of the storm in the Gospel, Luke 
has, with remarkable consistency, shewn himself to be just so much 
acquainted with the phrases and habits of seanjpn, as a landsman well 
habituated to the sea, but himself no seaman, might be expected to 
be. To specify instances would be beyond my limits, besides that 
Mr. Smith’s very interesting and ingenious argument and illustrations 
would be spoiled by abridgment. I can only refer my reader to his 
work b ^ 

10. To the same class belong the intimations, slight indeed but 
interesting, discoverable here and in the Gospel, in the descriptions of 
diseases, that the author was one well acquainted with them and with 
the technical language of the medical profession. Of this kind are Luke 
iv. 38 ; Acts xxviii. 8 : see also Luke viii. 43, 44, — Acts hi. 7, xii. 23, 
xiii. 11, and compare Col. iv. 11. 

11. It will be necessary to mention the various hypotheses which 
have substituted some other narrator for Luke in the parts of the Acts 
where the first person is used, or have merged his personality in that of 
some other companion of Paul; and, irrespective of the above argu- 
ments, to deal with them on their own merits. (a) Bleek and De 
Wette hold Timotheus, and not Luhe, to have been the companion of 
iPaul and the narrator in the first person^ — and LuJce to have inserted 
those portions from a journal kept hy Timotheus, and without alteration, 
— But this is not consistent with ch. xx. 4, 5 ; where, when the com- 
panions of Paul have been named, and Timotheus among them, it is said, 
“ These having gone forward waited for us at Troas the escape from 
this objection attempted by making “ these ” refer to Tychicus and Tro- 
phimus only, being, on all ordinary rules of construction, inadmissible. 
This reason is, to my mind, sufficient : those who wish to see others 
brought out, and the supports of the hypothesis (which are entirely 
negative and inferential) invalidated, may consult Dr. Davidson’s Inti^- 
dction to the N. T., vol. ii. pp. 9 ff. 

(5) Silas was the narrator in the first person, and indeed the author 

' A second edition of Mr. Smith’s book has appeared, enlarged with much interesting 
detail, * 
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of the latter part of the hooh heginning with xv. 13, i/n, the form of per- 
sonal memoirs^ which then were worked up. This hypothesis, which has 
not any thing resembling evidence to support it, is sufficiently refuted 
by the •way in which the mention of Silas is introduced ch. xv. 22 
(included by the hypothesis in his own work) as being a ‘ chief man 
among the brethren.’ If it be answered that this notice of him was 
inserted by Luke, — Is it, I would ask, likely, that an author who was at 
no more pains in his work than to leave the first person standing in the 
narrative of another 'jyhich Ke used, would have added to the mention of 
new individuals notices of this kind ? 

(c) More ingenious, and admitting of more plausible defence, is the 
hypothesis, which identifies Inike himself with Silas. The latest and 
ablest vindication of Jhis view is contained in an article by the Author 
of the literary history of the New Test, in Kitto’s Journal of Sacred Lit. 
for Oct. 1850, The chief arguments by which he supports it are 
these : — 

(1) ‘‘ The author of the Acts appears, in the early part of his history, 
to have been well accyiainted with the acts and sayings of Peter, as he 
was afterwards with those of Paul. Now the only persons whom this 
description would fit, are Silvanus (or Silas), and Mark (see 1 Pet. 
V. 12, 13). That Mark did not after Acts xv. travel wdth Paul, we 
know : but Silas did, and from that time we find greater precision in 
the narrative as regards the history of that Apostle.” 

But to this it may be answered, — that the difference between the 
kind of acquaintance which the historian possesses with Peter and his 
sayings and doings, and that with Paul and his history, is very observ- 
able even to a cursory reader. Nowhere in the first part of the book 
does he use the first person : and nowhere, although the testimony has 
plainly come in many parts from the authority of an eye-witness, does 
the narrator himself appear as the eye-witness. In fact, all that the 
above argument insists on, is easily and naturally satisfied, by the long 
and intimate companionship of Luke and Silvanus as fellow-travellers 
with Paul, during which time Luke may have gathered, if Silvanus must 
be considered as his authority, all that we now find in the former parts 
of our history 

(2) “ Luke and Silvanus (Silas) are nowhere mentioned together. 
Luke is never mentioned in the Acts : Silas is never coupled with Luke 

* I do not notice in the text the untenableness of the author's hypothesis that Sil- 
vanuB accompanied Peter from Jerusalem into the East, and became the bearer of his 
firit Epistle to the Christians of Asia Minor, before the commencement of his own 
connexion with Paul ; i.e. before the gospel had ever been preached to many of those 
addressed by Peter, which it had already heen ^ — see I Pet. i. 12, 25. This extraor- 
dinary hypothesis is not necessary to his theory of the identity of Luke and Silas : 
indeed t]j|at theory is better without it, as then the silence of the Acts on Peter's pro- 
ceedings after Acts xii. is accountable, which on that hypothesis it would not be, 
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in the addresses or salutations of the Epistles. And the two names, 
Silvanus (from silva, a wood) and Lucanus (from lucus^ a grove) are so 
cognate that they might well be the appellations of one and the 
same person.^* • 

This ingenious argument, if well weighed, will be found to have but 
little force. As to Luke not being named in the Acts, the fact itself 
goes for nothing. If it have any weight, it would be at first sight against 
the hypothesis. That one who was careful to insert an explanatory 
notice respecting one so well known as Saul, wh(^ i% also called Faul,'' 
should take no notice at all of the fact hereafter likely to occasion so much 
confusion, — that he who was named Silas in the history, was known by 
Paul, and mentioned in his Epistles, as Lucas, — is hardly probable. But 
let us observe the occasions on which Silvanu% and Lucas Ijjave been 
mentioned by Paul. In 1 Thess. i. 1, and 2 Thess. i. 1, we have 
Silvanus joined with Paul and Timotheus. In 2 Cor. i. 19, we have an 
allusion to the preaching of Christ at Corinth by Paul, Silvanus, and 
Timotheus. Accordingly in Acts xviii. 5, we find that Silas and Timo- 
theus came from Macedonia and joined Paul at Cgrinth : this occurring 
in a part of the history when (I am speaking according to the ordinary 
and prima facie inference, from the disuse of the first person since xvi. 17) 
the author was absent from Paul. Now let us turn to Col. iv. 14, 
Philem. 24 These Epistles belong to a time when we know by the 
latter chapters of the Acts, that the writer of the history was with 
J^aul. Accordingly I find Lucas mentioned in both places. So far at 
least is in remarkable accordance with the common view that Silas and 
Lucas were not one, but two persons, and that the latter was the author 
of the Acts, and not the former. — It may be said that Paul called the 
same person Lucas whom he had previously called Silvanus : and this 
may be supported by his variations between Peter and Cephas. But 
(1) I conceive that the case of Peter was too exceptional an one (both 
names having apparently been given him and used by our Lord Himself) 
to found an analogy upon: and (2) Peter’s names are forms of the 
same meaning in two different languages, not words of similar meaning 
in the same language. 

But the principal argument in my mind against this hypothesis (over 
and above that from ch. xv. 22) is, that it would introduce unaccount- 
able confusion into the form and expression of a history, which on the 
common view is lucid and accountable enough. Imagine Silas to be the 
speaker in ch. xvi., and Luke to be merged in Silas. Then ^ we' from 
ver. 10 to ver. 18, means, Silas and Timotheus. In ver. 19, it would 
be natural to desert the first person, in order to express what happened to 
Paul and Silas, and not to Timotheus. The same specification of Paul 
and Silas might, for the same reason, be continued during the stay at 
® I opait at present 2 Tim. iv. 11. 
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Philippi, i. e. to the end of that chapter. But is it conceivable, that the 
should not be resumed when the journey begins again ch. xvii. 1, 
— that it should not be used ch. xviii. 11, seeing that from 2 Cor. i. 19 
it was ?aul, Silvanus, and Timotheus, who were preaching during that 
time at Corinth — in fact, that it should never be resumed till ch. xx. 5, 
at the very place (Philippi) where it was dropped before ? 

The argument from the similarity of silva and lucus is too unsub- 
stantial to deserve serious attention. And that built on the assumption 
that the author of th^ third Gospel and the Acts must have held a place 
of greater honour than we find assigned to Lucas, is purely arbitrary 
and sufficiently answered by observing that he is ranked with Marcus, 
apparently his fellow-Evangelist, in Philem. 24. Bather would it seem 
probable., that the me» of word and action^ in those times of the living 
energy of the Spirit, would take the highest place ; and that the work 
of securing to future generations the word of God would not be fully 
honoured, till from necessity, it became duly valued. 

12. I shall now endeavour to sketch out the personal history of the 
author of the Acts, a-* far as it can be gathered, during the events which 
he relates. 

The first direct intimation of his being in the company of St. Paul, 
occurs ch. xvi. 10, at Troas, when Paul was endeavouring (looking for a 
ship) to sail into Macedonia. Now at this time, Paul had been appa- 
rently detained in Galatia by sickness, and had just passed through 
(preaching as he went, see ch. xviii. 23) that country and Phrygia. It 
is hardly probable that he had visited Colossae, as it lay far out of his 
route, but he may^ in the then uncertainty of his destination, have done 
so. (See Col. ii. 1 and note.) I say this, because it is remarkable that 
in sending Luke’s salutation to the Colossians (Col. iv. 14), he calls him 
“ the beloved physician'^ This designation might recall to their minds 
the relation in which Luke had stood to Paul when in their country ; or 
more probably may have been an effusion of the warm heart of Paul, on 
recollection of the services rendered to him on that journey by his loving 
care. At all events such a designation, occurring in such a place, is not 
inconsistent with the idea that Luke about that time became St. Paul’s 
companion on account of the weak state of his health. Further to 
establish this is impossible : but what follows is not inconsistent with it. 
We find him in the Apostle’s company no further than to Philippi, the 
object perhaps of his attendance on him having been then fulfilled 

13. If we seek for any trace of previous connexion between Luke and 
Sfr. Paul, we find nothing but the very slightest hint, and that perhaps 
hardly to be taken as such. In ch. xiv. 21 we read, that Paul, after the 

^ He jpiay have been put in charge with the church at Philippi ; but the conjecture is 
not very probable. 
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stoning at Lystra, departed with Barnabas to Derbe, and returned 
through Lystra and Iconium and Antioch (in Pisidia) confirming the 
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to remain in the faith, and that 
we must through much tribulation enter into the Icing dom of God! ’ This 
we may be, as commonly understood, spoken by the writer as a Chris- 
tian, and of all Christians ; but it mag also he indicative of the writer's 
presence ; and I cannot help connecting it with the tradition that Luke 
was a native of Antioch * ; though Antioch in Syria is there meant. 
Certainly, in the account (ch. xiii.) of the events fit Antioch in Pisidia, 
there is remarkable particularity. PauFs speech is fully reported : 
the account of its effect vv. 44 — 49 given with much earnestness of 
feeling : — and one little notice is added after the departure of Paul and 
Barnabas, ver. 52, which looks very like the testimony of one, who was 
left behind at Antioch. Whether this may have been the place of 
Luke’s own conversion, we know not ; but a peculiar interest evidently 
hangs about this preaching at Antioch in the mind of the narrator, be 
he who he may : and Mark had departed, who might have supplied the 
Cgprian events (see ver. 13). • 

14. After the second junction with Paul and his company, eh. xx. 5, 
we find him remaining with the Apostle to the end of our history. It 
would not be necessary to suppose this second attachment to him to 
have had the same occasion as the first. That which weakness of body 
at first made advisable, affection may subsequently have renewed. And 
we have reason to believe that this was really the case. Not only the 
epithet beloved f Col. iv. 14, but the fact, that very late in the life of 
the Apostle (see Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles) , when aU in Asia 
were turned away from him” (2 Tim. i. 15), and Demas, Crescens, and 
Titus had for various reasons left him, the faithful Luke still remained 
(2 Tim. iv. 11), bespeaks an ardent and steady attachment to the person 
of him who in all probability was his father in the faith. 

15. Of the subsequent history and death of Luke nothing is known* 


SECTION II. 

ITS SOUECE8. 

1. The principal enquiry respecting the sources of the narrative in the 
Acts relates to the first part as far as ch. xiii. After that, the history 
follows the Apostle Paul, of whom its writer was subsequently the coVi- 

* That the two places of that name would thus be confounded, is nothing surprising 
to those who are familiar with tradition. The usual ground assigned for this idea, viz. 
the mention of Lucius (of Gyrene) as being at Antioch, ch. xiii. 1, is certainly far from 
satisfactory, 
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stant companion. From him therefore the incidents might be derived, 
where the writer himself was not present. I shall before the end of this 
section enquire how far the appearances warrant our supposing that his 
testimony has furnished such portions. 

2. I proceed to enquire into the probable sources of the first part of 
our history. And here something will depend on our answer to another 
question, — When is it probable that Luke was engaged in drawing up 
the book ? I shall endeavour to support in another section my firm 
conviction that its publication took place at the end of the two years 
mentioned in ch. xxviii. 30, 31. It may be convenient for me at present 
to assume that to have been the case, but my argument does not 
altogether depend on that assumption. I proceed on the hardly 
deniable inference, that of the last voyage and sliipwreck a regular 
journal was kept by Luke — probably set down during the winter 
months at Malta. It must then be evident, that at this time the pur- 
pose of writing a second treatise was ripened in his mind. But how 
long had this purpose been in his mind ? Am I altogether beside the 
mark in supposing, that it was with this purpose among others that he 
became one of Paul’s company on the return to Asia in ch. xx. 4, 5 ? 
Whether (see Introduction to Luke, § iv. 2, 3) the Gospel was written 
for the most part during the interval between Luke being left at Philippi 
in ch. xvi. and his being taken up at the same place in ch. xx., or after- 
wards in Palestine, — -on either supposition it is not improbable that the 
writing of the Acts was at this time already designed, — either as a 
sequel to the Gospel already finished, or simultaneously with the Gospel, 
as its future sequel. 

3. It is very possible that the design may have grown under his 
hands, or more properly speaking have been by little and little sug- 
gested by the direction of the Spirit of God. He may have intended, on 
leaving Philippi with Paul (ch. xx. 4, 5), only to draw up a memoir of 
his own travels in company with that Apostle, to serve as a record of his 
acts and sayings in founding the churches in Europe and Asia. However 
this may have been, we find him recording minutely every circumstance 
of this voyage, which I take to have been the first written portion of the 
book. At any time during that or subsequent travels, or during the 
two years at Eome, he may have filled in those parts of the narrative 
which occurred during his absence from Paul, — by the oral dictation of 
the Apostle. 

4. Let us now suppose St. Paul already in custody at Caesarea. The 

narrative has been brought down to that time. The circumstances of 
his apprehension, — his defence before the Jews, — their conspiracy, — his 
rescue from them and transmission to Felix, — all this has been duly 
and minutely recorded, — even the letter of Claudius Lysias having been 
obtained, probably by acquaintance with some one about Felix. An 
. 79] 



IKTEOBTTCTION.] THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


[CH. YI. 


intention similar to that announced in the words having traced down all 
things ctccurately from the beginning^' (Luke i. 3), is here evidently 
shewn. 

5. But now Providence interposes, and lays aside the greats* Apostle 
for two years. During all this time Luke appears to have been not far 
from his neighbourhood, watching the turn of events, ready to accom- 
pany him to Borne, according to the divine announcement of oh. xviii. 
11. But “ they also serve, who only stand and wait.” What so 
natural, as that he should avail himself of this important interval to 
obtain, from Caesarea and Jerusalem, and perhaps from other parts of 
Palestine, information by which he might complete his hitherto frag- 
mentary notices ? That accurate following up of every thing, or rather 
tracing down of every thing from its source, — what time so appropriate 
for it as this, when among the brethren in Judaea he might nnd many 
eye-witnesses and ministers of the word, and might avail himself of the 
memoirs^ which of all places would be most likely to abound there where 
the events themselves had happened ? During this interval therefore I 
suppose Luke to have been employed in collecting jnaterial8,y)er^fl^s for 
his Gospel, but certainly for the first part of the Acts. 

6. His main source of information would be the church at Jerusalem. 
There, from James, or from some apostolic men who had been on the 
spot from the first, he would learn the second and fuller account of the 
Ascension, — the weighty events of the day of Pentecost, the following 
acts and discourses. In the fulness of the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost on the apostles and elders at this time, which raised them above 
ordinary men in power of spirit and utterance, it would be merely an 
inference from analogy, that their remembrance of the words uttered at 
remarkable crises of the apostolic history should be something sur- 
passing mere human recollection: that these hallowed words of the 
Spirit’s own prompting should have abode with the church for its com- 
fort and instruction, and finally have been committed to writing for all 
subsequent ages. 

7. But if analogy would from previous considerations suggest this, the 
phsenomena of our history confirm it. The references (which have been 
on that account a singularly interesting labour) will shew to the attentive 
student in those speeches, quite enough peculiarities to identify them as 
the sentiments and diction of the great Apostle of the circumcision, while 
at the same time there is enough of Luke’s own style and expression to 
shew that the whole material has been carefully worked over and greecized 
by his hand. 

8. It has been much disputed whether Luke used written documents 

in constructing this part of the Acts. It may have been so. Detailed 
memoirs of some of the most important events may have been drawn up. 
If so, ch. ii. would in all probability be such a memoir. letters^ 
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ch. XV. 23 — 29 (xxiii. 26 — 30), must have been of this kind: some of 
the discourses, as that of Peter ch. xi. 5 — 17, containing expressions 
unknown to Luke’s style : more or less, the other speeches of Peter, 
contain%ig many striking points of similarity to (both) his Epistles, — 
see reff. At the same time, from the similarity of ending of the earlier 
sections (compare ch. ii. 46, 47 ; hi. 32 ff. ; iv. 42 ; ix. 31 ; xii. 24), 
from the occurrence of words and phrases peculiar to Luke in the midst 
of such speeches as those noted above, the inference must be (as in the 
last paragraph) that such documents were not adopted until their lan- 
guage had been revised, where thought necessary, by the author himself. 
The very minute and careful detail of ch. xh., evidently intended to give 
the highest authority to the narrative of Peter’s miraculous deliverance, 
so that the house itself of Mary the mother of John Mark is specified, 
the name of the female servant who went to the door, her remarks and 
the answer made to her, are all given, — has apparently been the result of 
diligent enquiry on the spot, from the parties concerned. We can hardly 
resist the inference, that the very same persons who fifteen years before 
had been witnesses of the deliverance, now gave the details of an 
occurrence which they could never forget, and described their own 
feelings on it. 

9. Whether Luke at this time can have fallen in with Peter person- 
ally, is very questionable. That Apostle certainly does not appear to 
have been at Jerusalem when Paul visited it : and fi'om the omission of 
all mention of him after ch. xv., the natural inference is, that he was not 
there during any part of Paul’s imprisonment. (See note on Gal. ii. 
11, and Introduction to 1 Pet.) 

10. But one very important section of the first part of the Acts is 
concerned with events which happened at Ctesarea, — and derived from 
information obtained there. There dwelt Philip the Evangelist, one of 
the seven (ch. xxi. 8) : a most important authority for the contents of 
ch. vi. and viii. ®, if not also for some events previous to ch. vi. There 
too, we may well believe, still dwelt, if not Cornelius himself^, yet some 
of the “ many that were come together ” of ch. x. 27, — the persons perhaps 

® De Wette objects, that Philip could hardly have imparted ch. viii. 39 in its present 
form. At first sight, it seems so : but the next verse, “ he evangelized all the cities, 
^c.** can on the other hand hardly have been imparted by any hut Philip : and this 
leads us to think whether subsequent enquiry respecting the eunuch (who as he had 
before come to Jerusalem to worship at the feast, so would again) may not have 
enabled Philip to add this particular, **for he went his way rejoicing/* over and above 
what he could know at the time. 

^ It seems probable that the Roman forces never left Caesarea during the whole 
period from Augustus to Vespasian. The territory during that time (see chronological 
table) was alternately part of the province of Syria, and a dependent kingdom ; but the 
garrisons do not appear to have been changed in such cases. 
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who had gone to fetch Peter from Joppa, — at all events plenty who 
could narrate the occurrences of that memorable day, and the words 
which formed the great prooem of the Gentile Gospel. 

11. Connected with the Caesarean part of our history, is ones minute 
touch of truth and accuracy, which is interesting as pointing to careful 
research and information of the most trustworthy kind. The awful 
death of Herod Agrippa I. had happened on a great public occasion. 
It appears that the celebration of a festival in honour of Caesar had also 
been selected as the time of audience for an embassy of the inhabitants 
of Tyre and Sidon, and during this audience, after making an oration to 
the embassy, Herod was struck by the hand of God. Now of this latter 
particular, the Sidon ian embassy, the Jewish historian knows nothing. 
(See the passage quoted on ch. xii. 21.) But^Luke, who had made 
careful enquiries on the spot, who had spent a week at Tyre, ch. xxi. 
4 — 7, — and Paul, who had friends at Sidon, ch. xxvii. 3, were better 
acquainted with the facts of the occurrence than to overlook, as Josephus 
did, the minute details in the general character of the festival. 

12. One or two sections in the former part of the Acts require separate 
consideration. 

(a) The apology of Stephen, from its length and peculiar characteris- 
tics, naturally suggests an enquiry as to the source whence it may pro- 
bably have been obtained by Luke. And here I should feel little hesi- 
tation in ascribing a principal share in the report to Jiim who was so 
deeply implicated in Stephen’s martyrdom, — who shews by his own re- 
ference (ch. xxii. 20) to the part taken by him on that occasion, how 
indelibly it was fixed in his memory, — and who in more than one place 
of his recorded speeches and writings, seems to reproduce the very 
thoughts and expressions of Stephen. At the same time, it would be 
improbable that the church at Jerusalem should have preserved no 
memorial of so important a speech as that of her first martyr before his 
judges. So that, however we may be inclined to attribute much of its 
particularity and copiousness to information derived from Paul, it must 
be classed, as to its general form, among those contributions to the his- 
tory obtained by Luke at Jerusalem. 

(h) The narrative of the conversion of Saul in ch. ix. can hardly fail 
to have been derived from himself. I have shewn in the notes that 
there are no discrepancies between this and the two other relations of 
the same event, but such as may easily be accounted for by the 
peculiar circumstances under which each is given, and the necessarily 
varying expressions of narratives which were afterwards not reduced 
into harmony with each other, but written faithfully down as de- 
livered. 

13. Agreeable with the above suppositions is the fact, that the former 
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part of the book * presents more traces of Hebraistic idiom, not only in 
speeches, but in the form of the historical narrative. 

14. I proceed now to an enquiry promised in par. 1 of this section : 
How far^e have indications of the gaps in the author's personal testi^ 
Qiiony in the latter part having been filled in by that of Paul, 

Perhaps one of the best sections for the purpose of this examination 
wiU be that from ch, xvii. 16 — xviii. 5, which relates to a time when 
Paul was left alone. Do we discover in the narrative or speech the 
traces of an unusual hand, and if so, whose is it ? That some unusual 
hand has been here employed, is evident : for in the six verses 16 — 21 
inclusive, we have no fewer than eleven expressions foreign to Luke’s 
style, or nowhere else occurring : and in the speech itself, no fewer 
than twenty. Now of these thirty-one expressions, five are either 
peculiar td, or employed principally by Paul ; besides that we find the 
phrase “ his spirit f so frequently used by him of his own mind or 
feelings. Here I think we can hardly fail to trace the hand of the 
Apostle by quite as many indications as we might expect to find. That 
Luke should, as in ever^ other case, have wrought in the section into his 
work, and given it the general form of his own narrative, would only 
be natural, and we find it has been so. 

15. It may be instructive to carry on the examination of this part of 
the history somewhat further. At ch. xviii. 5, Silas and Timotheus joined 
Paul at Corinth. One at least of these, Timotheus, was afterwards for 
a considerable time in the company of Luke in the journey from Philippi 
to Jerusalem. But on his arrival at Corinth, no alteration in the style 
of the narrative is perceptible. It still remains the mixed diction of 
Paul and Luke ; the uncommon words are fewer, while we have some 
remarkable traces of Paul’s hand. Again, in w. 24 — 28 of the same 
chapter, we have a description of what took place with regard to Apollos 
at Ephesus, when Paul himself was absent. This portion it would be 
natural to suppose might have been furnished by Apollos himself, were it 
not for the laudatory description of ver. 24. If not by Apollos, then by 
Aquila and Priscilla to Paul on his return to Ephesus. And so it seems 
to have been. The general form is Luke’s : the peculiarities are mostly 
Paul’s. 

16. The examination of these sections may serve to shew that the 
great Apostle appears to have home a principal part in informing Luke 
with regard to such parts of his history : the traces of this his share in 
the work being visible by the occurrence of words and phrases peculiar 
to him in the midst of the ordinary, narrative from Luke’s own pen. 
These he preserved, casting the merely narrative matter into the form 
in which he usually wrote. 

• See on this and the following paragraphs, the foot notes on this part of the Intro- 
duction in Iny Greek Test. 

VoL. I.— 83] 


g 



lOTEODXJCTiON.] THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


[CH. TI. 


17. It yet remains, before terminating this section, to say something 
of the speeches reported in the latter part of the Acts. Are they St, 
JPauVs own words, or has Luke in this case also gone over the matter, and 
left the impression of his style on it ? • 

These speeches are, (a) the discourse to the Ephesian elders in ch. 
XX. 18 — 35, — (h) the apology before the Jews, ch. xxii. 1 — 22, — (c) the 
apology before Felix, ch. xxiv. 10 — 21, — (jd) the apology before Agrippa 
and Festus, ch. xxvi. 1— •-29. 

(a) The discourse to the Ephesian elders is a rich storehouse of 
phrases and sentiments peculiar to Paul. These are so numerous, and 
so remarkable, that nothing short of a complete study of the passage, 
with the references, will put the reader in fuU possession of them. Very 
faint traces are found of the hand of Luke. ^Of those mentioned in 
the note, on this portion of the Introduction in my Greek Tesl., Vol. II., 
scarcely any are decisive, whereas hardly a line of the whole is without 
unmistakable evidences that we have here the words of Paul. In the 
Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles, I hope to shew the importance of 
this discourse, as bearing on the very difficult question of the diction and 
date of those precious and to my mind indubitable relics of the great 
Apostle. 

(5) The apology before the Jews (ch. xxii. 1 — 32) was spoTcen in 
Hebrew (Syro-Chaldaic). Another interesting question is therefore 
here involved, Did Luke understand Hebrew ? The answer to the two 
questions will be one and tlie same. We may find the diction of this 
translation either so completely Luke’s, as to render it probable that he 
was the translator ; — or it may bear traces, as usual, of Paul’s own 
phraseology set down and worked up by Luke. In the former case, we 
may confidently infer that he must have understood Hebrew : in tlie 
latter, we may (but not with equal confidence, for Paul may by pre- 
ference have given his own version of his own speech) conclude that that 
language was unknown to him. If again the speech is full of Hebraisms, 
it may lead us to infer tliat Paul himself was not the translator into 
Greek, but one who felt himself more strictly bound to a literal ren- 
dering than the speaker himself, who would be likely to give his own 
thoughts and meaning a freer and more Grecian dress. — Now we do find, 
(1) that the speech is full of Hebraisms : (2) that while it contains 
several expressions occurring nowhere but in the writings of Luke, 
not one is found in it peculiar to Paul, or even strikingly in his manner. 
Our inference then is that Luke himself has rendered this speech, from 
having heard it delivered, — and consequently, that he was acquainted 
with Hebrew, 

(c?) The short apology before Felix (ch. xxiv. 10 — 21) contains some 
traces of Paul’s manner, but still they are scanty, and the evidences of 
Luke’s hand predominate, as may be seen from the reffi Its very com? 
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pendious character makes it probable that it may have been drawn up 
by Luke from Paul’s own^ report of the suhsta/nce of what he said. 

{d') The important apology before Agrippa and Festus (ch, xxvi. 1 — 
29) is ftill of St. Paul’s peculiar expressions. It was spoken in Greek, and 
taken down very nearly as spoken. Some phrases however occur in it 
which seem to belong to Luke ; just enough to shew the hand which 
has committed the speech to writing. We must remember however that 
several of these are expressive of meanings not elsewhere occurring in 
Paul’s composition, which therefore he may well, in uttering, have thus 
expressed. 

18. Our conclusion from this examination may be thus stated: 
(1) That in all cases the diction of the speeches was more or less 
modified hy Ijuhe's hand. (2) That they are not in any case (as some 
have supposed) composed hy him for the speaJcer^ hut were really in 
substance, and for the most part in very words, uttered as written, 
(3) That the differences apparent in the greater or less amoumt of 
editorial diction in different speeches, remarkably correspond to the 
alleged occasions and modes of their delivery : — where St. Paul spoke 
Hebrew, hardly any traces of his own style being discernible, — as also 
w^here a short compendium only of his speech is given ; while on the 
other hand speeches manifestly reported at length and which were 
spoken in Greek originally, are full of the characteristic peculiarities of 
Paul himself. 

19. For many other interesting particulars connected with the sources 
of the narrative in the Act^, I refer the student to Pr. Pavidson’s 
Introduction to the N, T, vol. ii, 


SECTION III, 

FOE WHAT EEADEES AND WITH WHAT OBJECT IT WAS WEITTEN. 

1. The Gospel of Luke commences with a preface in which he de- 
clares his object with sufficient precision. Pedicating it to his friend 
Theophilus, he describes it as a record of “ that thou mighiest know the 
certainty of those things wherein thou hast been been instructed f — and 
asserts his purpose in writing it to be, “ those things which are most 
surely believed among us.^' Now there can be little question that both 
these descriptions apply to the Acts also. That book is introduced 
without preface, as a second part following on the former treatise : a 
“ second treatise ” to the Gospel. 

2. I have stated with regard to the Gospel, that we can hardly sup- 
pose Luke’s design to have confined itself to Theophilus, but must 
believe ttiat he followed the common practice of dedicating his work to 
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some one . person of rank or influence, and describing it as written for 
bim. The same applies also to the Acts ; and the class of readers for 
whom Luke wrote is the same as before ; viz. Christians^ whether Jews 
or Gentiles, 

3. If a further specification of his object in writing be required, it 
can only be furnished by an unprejudiced examination of the contents 
of the book. These are found to be, The fulfilment of the promise of 
the JEhther hy the descent of the Holy Spirit : the results of that out- 
pouring^ hy the dispersion of the Gospel among Jews and Gentiles. 
Under these leading heads, all the personal and subordinate details may 
be ranged. Immediately after the ascension, Peter, the first of the 
twelve, the Pock on whom the Church was to be built, the holder of 
the keys of the Kingdom, becomes the great Actor under God in the 
founding of the Church. He is the centre of the first great' group of 
sayings and doings. The opening of the door to Jews (ch. ii.) and 
Gentiles (ch. x.) • is his office, — and by him, in the Lord’s own time, is 
accomplished. But none of the existing Twelve were (humanly speaking) 
fitted to preach the Gospel to the cultivated Gentile world. To be by 
divine grace the spiritual conqueror of Asia and feurope, God raised up 
another instrument, from among the highly educated and zealous Pha- 
risees. The preparation of this instrument for the work to be done, — 
the progress in his hand of that work — his journeyings, preachings and 
perils, his stripes and imprisonments, his testifying in Jerusalem, and 
being brought to testify in Pome, — these are the subjects of the latter 
half of the book, of which the great central figure is the Apostle Paul. 

4. Nor can we attribute this with any probability to a set design of a 
comparison between the two great Apostles, or of an apology for Paul by 
exhibiting him as acting in consonance with the principles which regu- 
lated Peter. All such hypothesis is in the highest degree unnatural 
and forced. The circumstance before the narrator’s view would, without 
any such design, have led to the arrangement of the book as we now 
find it. The writer was the companion of Paul ; — and in the land which 
had been the cradle of the Church he gathered materials for the portion 
which might join his Gospel to the narrative with which Paul’s history 
begun. In ^that interval, Peter was the chief actor: Peter was the 
acknowledged ‘chosen vessel’ in the first days of the Gospel. But 
Luke does not confine himself to Peter’s acts. He gives at length the 
mission of Philip to the Gaza road and the conversion of the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, with which Peter had no connexion whatever. He gives at 
length the history of Stephen — the origin of the office which he held, — 
his apology, — his martyrdom, — ^how naturally, as leading to the narratWe 
of the conversion of him who took so conspicuous a part in the transac- 
tions of that day 

* Schneckenburger, who (as well as Gricsbach and Baur) holds the theofj^ against 

86 ] 



TIME AND PLACE OE WRITING. [mrEODtrcTioif. 


§ IV.] 

5. Any view which attributes ulterior design to the writer, beyond 
that of faithfully recording such facts as seemed important in the 
history of the Gospel, is, I am persuaded, mistaken. Many ends are 
answeftd by the hook in the course of this narration, hut they are the 
designs of Providence, not the studied purposes of the writer: — e. g., 
the sedulous offer of the Gospel to the J ewish people, — their continual 
rejection of it, — the as continual turning to the Gentiles : — how strik- 
ingly does this come out before the reader as we advance, — and how 
easily might this be, alleged as the design, — supported as the view would 
be by the final interview of Paul with the Jews at Rome, and his solemn 
application of prophecy to their unbelief and hardness of heart. Again, 
in the course of the book, more and more strongly does it appear that 
God’s pjarpose was to^ gather a people out of the Gentiles to His name : 
so that by Michaelis this is assigned as one of two great objects of the 
book. And so We might pass on through the whole cycle of progress 
of the faith of Christ, and hypotheses might be raised, as each great 
purpose of Providence is seen unfolding, that to narrate it was the 
object of the work, , 


SECTION IV. 

AT WHAT TIME AKD PLACE IT WAS WEITTEH. 

1. I see no cause for departing from the opinion already expressed 
in the Introduction to Luke’s Gospel (§ iv. 1) that the Acts was 
completed and published at the expiration of 'the two years described in 
the last verse of chap, xxviii. No reason can be assigned, why, had 
any considerable change in the circumstances of Paul taken place, it 
should not have been mentioned by Luke. The same will hold still 
more strongly of the death of the Apostle. 

2. The prevalent opinion of recent critics in Germany has been, that 
the book was written much later than this. But this opinion is for the 
most part to be traced to their subjective leanings on the prophetic 
announcement of Luke xxi. 24. For those who hold that there is no 
such thing as prophecy (and this unhappily is the case with many of the 
modem German critics), it becomes necessary to maintain that that 
verse was written after the destruction cf Jerusalem. Hence, as the 

which this paragraph is directed, is obliged to suppose that Stephen was purposely 
introduced to be exhibited as the prototype and forerunner of Paul. That Stephen 
was so, in some sense, is true enough : but the assimilation of Paul to Stephen is a 
result springing naturally out of the narrative, not brought about by the writer of the 
history. Supposing the facts to have been as related, it was most natural that Paul 
should earnestly desire the whole particulars respecting Stephen to be minutely re- 
corded :*and so we find them. 
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Acts is the $equel to the Gospel, much more must the Acts have been 
written after that event. To us in England, who receive the verse in 
question as a truthful account of the words spoken bj our Lord, and 
see in them a weighty prophetic declaration which is even n’ow not 
wholly fulfilled, this argument at least has no weight. 

3. The last-mentioned view (which is that of De Wette) differs from 
that of Meyer, who sees in ch. viii. 26 it is desert"') a starting point, 
and in the omission of all mention of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
a terminus, for the publication of the history ; which he would there- 
fore place at the beginning of the Jewish war, after the destruction of 
Gaza by the revolutionary bands of the Jews, and before the destruction 
of Jerusalem. But the notice of ch. viii. 26 cannot be fairly thus 
taken ; see note there, in which I have endeavoured to give ^the true 
meaning of desert ” as applying to the road and not to Gaza, and as 
spoken by the angel, not added by the Evangelist. Meyer’s latter ter- 
minus, and the argument by which he fixes it, I hold to be sound. It 
would be beside all probability, that so great, and for Christianity so 
important an event, as the overthrow of the JeT^ish city, temple, and 
nation, should have passed without even an allusion in a book in which 
that city, temple, and nation, bear so conspicuous a part. 

4. Meyer also endeavours to render a reason why the subsequent 
proceedings of Paul in Rome should not have been noticed. They 
were, he imagines, well known to Theophilus, an Italian himself, if not 
a Roman. But this is the merest caprice of conjecture. What con- 
vincing evidence have we that Theophilus was a Roman, or an Italian ? 
And this view would hardly (though Meyer labours to make it do so) 
account for the narration of what did take place in Rome, — especially 
for the last verse of the book. 

5. De Wette attempts to account for the history ending where it 
does, because the words of our Lord in ch. i. 8 had been accomplished, 
and so the object of the history fulfilled. But how were they more 
accomplished at that particular time than before ? Rome had not been 
specified in that command : and he who now preached at Home was not 
formally addressed in those words. Rather, if the object of the writer 
had been merely to trace these words to their fulfilment, should he have 
followed the actiwU Apostles to whom they were spoken, many of whom 
we have reason to believe much more literally preached “ tmto the ends of 
the earth," than St. Paul. ,But no such design, or none such in so for- 
mal a shape, was in the mind of our Evangelist. That the Lord com- 
manded and his Apostles obeyed, would be the obvious course of history ; 
but that the mere bringing of one of those Apostles to the head of the 
civilized world should have been thought to exhaust that command, is 
inconceivable as a ground for breaking off the narration. 

6. Still more futile is the view that it was broken off becadse the 
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promise of ch. xxiii. 11 was now fulfilled, “ so must thou hear witness also 
at Rome^ For on this view, the being brought before Ccesar ought 
to have been expressly narrated : another promise having been given to 
Paul, (A. xxvii. 24, “Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before 
Caesar.’’ — Indeed this very argument tells forcibly in favour of the date 
commonly assigned. Without attributing it as an object in the mind of 
the writer, to relate the fulfilment of every divine promise recorded by 
him, we may at least regard it as probable, that had he been able to 
chronicle the fulfilment of this promise, he would have done so, seeing 
that the apology before Caesar was so weighty an event, and that three 
former apologies, those before the Jews, before Felix, and before Festus 
and Agrippa, had been inserted. 

7. If we look at the probabilities of the matter, we shall find that the 
time confinonly assigne'^ was by veiy far the most likely for the publi- 
cation of the book. The arrival at Home was an important period in 
the Apostle’s life : the quiet which succeeded it seemed to promise no 
immediate determination of his cause : a large amount of historic mate- 
rial was collected : — or perhaps, taking another view, Nero was beginning 
‘ to be changed for thd worse :’ none could tell how soon the whole outward 
repose of Roman society might be shaken, and the tacit toleration which 
now the Cliristians enjoyed be exchanged for bitter persecution. If 
such terrors loomed in the prospect of even those who judged from 
worldly probabilities, there would surely be in the church at Rome 
prophets and teachers, who might tell them by the Holy Ghost of the 
storm which was gathering, and might warn them that the words lying 
ready for publication must be given to the faithful before its outbreak, 
or never. It is true that such antecedent considerations would weigh little 
against presumptive evidence furnished by the book itself: but when 
arrayed in aid of such evidence, they carry with them no small weight: 
when we find that the time naturally and fairly indicated in the book 
itself for its publication, is that one of all others when we should con- 
ceive that publication most likely. 

8. We thus get a.d. 63 (see the following table) for the date of the 
publication. 

9. The same arguments which establish the date, also fix the place. 
At Rome, among the Christians there, was this history first made 
public, which has since then in all parts and ages of the church formed 
a recognized and important part of the canon of Scripture. 

10. As regards the title of the book, we may observe, that it appears 
to represent the estimate, not of one culling these out of more copious 
materials, but of an age when these were all the Acts of the Apostles 
extant : and probably therefore proceeded not from the author, but from 
the transcribers. 
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SECTION V. 

GENUINENESS, AND STATE OF THE TEXT. ^ 

1, Eusebius, recounting the writings which were on all hands confessed 
to be divine, says, “We must place first the holy quaternion of the 
Gospels, which are followed by the account of the Acts of the Apostles.” 
And again, “ Luke, a native of Antioch, and by profession a physician, 
having been the almost constant companion of Paul, and having not 
seldom consorted with the other Apostles, has left records of the soul- 
healing doctrine which he derived from them in two divinely-inspired 
books : the Gospel . . . and the Acts of the Apogtles, which he drew up 
no longer from report, but by the testimony of his own sight.” And 
many earlier fathers, either by citation or by allusion, have sufficiently 
shown that the book was esteemed by them part of the canon of 
Scripture. 

(a) Papias, as quoted by Eusebius, does not mention nor re%r to the 
Acts. He speaks indeed of Philip, and his daughters, but mistakes 
him (?) for Philip the Apostle: and of Justus surnamed Barsabas. Nor 
are there any references in Justin Martyr which, fairly considered, belong 
to this book. Such as are sometimes quoted may be seen in Lardner, 
Vol. i. p. 122. The same may be said of Clement of Home. Ignatius 
is supposed to allude to it, “ After His resurrection He ate and drank 
with them.” Compare Acts x. 41 : so also Poly carp, “ Whom God raised 
up, having loosed the pains of death.” Compare Acts ii. 24. 

(5) The first direct quotation occurs in the Epistle of the Churches 
of Lyons and Vienne to those of Asia and Phrygia (a.d. 177) given in 
Eusebius. Speaking of the martyrs, they say, “ They prayed for those 
who had inflicted these cruelties on them, as did Stephen the perfeet 
martyr, saying, * Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.^ ” 

(c) Irenseus frequently and expressly quotes this book : and he gives 
a summary of the latter part of the Acts, attributing it to Luke as 
its writer. 

(d) Clement of Alexandria quotes it often, and as the work of Luke : 
e. g. “ As Luke also in the Acts of the Apostles relates that Paul said, 
Ye men of Athens, &c.” (see Acts xvii. 22, 23.) 

{e) TertuUian often quotes it expressly : e. g. “ Thus we find after- 
wards in the Acts of the Apostles, that some who had had the baptism of 
John had not received the Holy Spirit, whom they had not even he^d 
of.” Compare Acts xix. 1 — 3. And again : “ In the same treatise of 
Luke we hear of the third hour of prayer, at which those who first 
received the Holy Spirit were taken for drunken men ; and the sixth, at 
which Peter went up on the housetop, <fec.” ♦ 
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2. (a) The Marcionites (cent, iii.) and the Manicha'ans (cent, iv.) 
rejected the Acts as contradicting some of their notions. 

(6) Some modern critics in Germany, especially Baur, have made nse 
of the hypothesis, that the. Acts is an apology for Paul (see above, 
§ iii. 4), to throw discredit on the book, and to bring down its publica- 
tion to the second century. But with the hypothesis will also fall that 
which is built on it ; and from the reasoning of the preceding sections 
it may be seen how utterly impracticable it would have been for an 
imitator to draw up narratives and speeches which should present the 
phfenomena, in relation to the facts underlying them, which these do. 

3. The text of the Acts, in some of the leading MSS., and of the later 
mss. and versions, is varied by many interpolations of considerable lengtli, 
which may be seen in the digest of various readings in my Greek Test. 
Of these,* some are- remarkable as bearing considerable appearance of 
genuineness, e. g. that in ch. xii. 10, given there in the margin. Con- 
siderable uncertainty hangs over the whole question respecting these 
insertions. A critic of eminence, Bornemann, believes that the text of 
the Acts ^originally contained them all, and has been abbreviated by the 
hand of correctors ; and he has published an edition on this principle. 

4. The great abundance of various readings in the Acts has been 
observed by every critical reader. In no book of the N. T., with the 
exception of the Apocalypse, is the text so full of variations as in this. 
To this result several reasons may have contributed. In the many back- 
ward references to the Gospel history, and anticipations of statements 
and expressions occurring in the Epistles, temptations were found in- 
ducing the corrector to try his hand at assimilating, and as he thought 
reconciling, the various accounts. In places where ecclesiastical order or 
usage was in question, insertions or omissions were made to suit the 
habits and views of the church in after times. Where the narrative 
simply related facts, — any act or word apparently unworthy of the 
apostolic agent was modified for the sake of decorum. Where St. Paul 
relates over again to different audiences the details of his miraculous 
conversion, the one passage was pieced from the other, so as to produce 
verbal accordance. These circumstances render the critical arrangement 
of the text in this book a task more than usually difficult. 


SECTION VI. 

^ CHKONOLOGT. 

I. The chronology of the Acts has been the subject of many learned 
disquisitions both in ancient and modem times. It must suffice here 
to fumiah a table arranged according to years, in which the contemporary 
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sacred and profane history may be placed side by side, according to the 
conclusions which I myself have been led to form. 

A work often referred to in this Introduction, Dr. Davidson’s Intro- 
duction to the New Testament, will be found by the English reader to 
contain a very useful r^sum6 of the views and arguments of other writers 
as well as his own conclusions ; • and it is accompanied with the table usual 
in the German writers, giving at one glance the various dates assigned by 
different chronologists for the events in the apostolic history. 

2. I proceed to give the chronological table above promised. It will 
be observed that the chronology of the Acts talces us only to the end of 
the second year of St. Paul's [first] imprisonment at Pome. With the 
important and difficult question respecting a second imprisonment, we 
are here in no way concerned. It will come before us for full discussion 
in the Introduction to the Pastoral Epistles, Vol. II. ' 


92 ] 





A.D. YEARS, ETC. U.C. «IGH PRIESTS. GOVERNORS OF JUDOKA, ETC. EVENTS RELATED IN THE 


HTTEODTJCTiON.] THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


S.C c3 £? 
J2 n ® £ 

2L o 
. .2 o 


^ (M 55 O 

0 . 2 o 

S3 'S's M .-i, 

^ § S o := 

;^§5;g 

w 

1 V ^ 


jES. [ch. tt. 

- g ^ C « ^ CU ‘d I M 
g2 obcCp^^.f: ?!3 
.£ 2-;-33 

|ocS§|||||'£^-§ 

2 .. ^ . « a I 2 I 

*0 o rt - 2 ‘s ® 

a «'e^ III p |- 
.2 s>2-a~ ^ 2 *li =•= 
”2 J i.s-2'« So 5^*? 
.§)g 2«i: ^ E g*|^ So 

3 Sa'Sa>^£a>S>*”^St.iN 

®« s.> Ilia'S t-s 

i.ti s?i-s 

g-S gSJi I 

"3 ^ e .. b.- A I ^'"Z « !! 

fl I I ^ S' 
.r^iBcSH s IS ^ 


s-i-i . 

-3 •« -5 

.2 .2 a 

Oh .2 

'^-1 
. fg\ Cl 

-S O ® 

5 grS 

§.£ 
is 0) 

;5.s 

li'E^ 

tM ® **-' 

o o 

S 2 


o >., 

- 8 2 
|s- 

(£S 

e4 

ja 2 c 

i « 1^ 

1 ® « s 

S j3 ..a 3 

Bi v 

tdo 

* 

X H 
H 


« § ^ .o-cq 
3 8 b ^'o 
^ £:! 


g ^ Jr - c ^ 

rt 3 I « 

^ y “C rt . 

“= =23 


O 3 0^ « g -3 4) 

ilEflsi 

s 

j ■ ” 





iirTBOi)T7C3no]sr,] THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


[cn. VI. 


NOTES TD THE CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

I. On the identity of the Journey to Jerusalem related in Acts xv., wit\^that 
referred to Gal. ii. 1 ff. 

Five visits of St. Paul to Jerusalem are related in the Acts. Now the visit of Gal. 
ii. 1 ff. must be either (a) one distinct from all these, or (6) identical with one or other 
of them. 

{a) This hypothesis should not be resorted to, till every attempt to identify the visit 
with one of those recorded can be shown to fail. Then only may we endeavour, as in 
the case of the unrecorded visit to Corinth, (see below, Chap. III. § 5,) to imagine 
some probable place for the insertion of such a visit. So that the legitimacy of this 
hypothesis must be tried by the results arrived at in the discussion of the other. 

(5) The visit in question is identical with one or other of those recorded in the Acts. 

1. It is not the first visit. The identity of the visits rf Acts ix. 26 — 29 and Gal. i. 
18 being assumed (and it is hardly possible to doubt it), this follows as a matter of 
course. 

2. It h not the second visit (Acts xi. 29, 30). For we read. Gal. ii. 7, that Paul 
was already recognized as entrusted with the Gospel of the uncircumcision, and as 
having preached vv. 8, 9 together with Barnabas among the Gentiles. Now the com- 
mission of Paul and Barnabas to preach to the Gentiles d‘)^tes from Acts xiii. 1, after 

the second visit. 

Also, at the time of the second visit, it is wholly improbable that Paul should have 
held a place of such high estimation in comparison with Peter, as w^e find him filling 
in Gal. ii. 8 ft'. 

Again, on this hypothesis, either the first visit, or his conversion, fourteen years 
inclusive before this, which took place certainly before 46 a.d. ; for then the famine was 
raging, and this relief was sent up by prophetic anticipation. This would bring, either 
the first visit, or his conversion itself, to a.d. 82 : a date wholly improbable, whichever 
way we take the fourteen years of Gal. ii. 1. 

8. The question of identify with the third visit is ^scussed below. 

4. It is not the fourth visit. For in Gal. ii. 1, we read that Barnabas went up with 
Paul : but in Acts xv. 39, we find Paul and Barnabas separated, nor do we ever read of 
their travelling together afterwards, — and evidently Barnabas was not with him when 
he visited Jerusalem Acts xviii. 18 — 22. Besides, the whole character of the fourth 
visit as there related, is against the idea that any weighty matters were then trans- 
acted. The expression merely is “ when he had gone up, and saluted the church, he 
went down to Antioch.** Again, if we assume the identity of the visit in question with 
the fourth visit, the Apostle can hardly be acquitted of omitting, in his statement of 
his conferences with the principal Apostles in Gal. ii., an intermediate occasion when 
the matters arranged between them had been of the most solemn and important kind. 
This would be scarcely ingenuous, considering the object which he had in Gal. ii. 

6. It is not the fifth viiit. For after this visit Paul did not return to Antioch, 
which he did after that in question, Gal. ii. 11. 

6. It remains therefore, that it can only, if identical with any of the five, be the 
third visit. Is this probable ? 

(a) The dates agree. See the Chronological Table, and notes on Gal. ii. 1. 

(b) The occasions agree. Both times, the important question relative to the obRga- 
tion of Christians to the Mosaic law was discussed : both times, the work of Paul and 
Barnabas among the Gentiles was recognized. What need was there for this to be 
twice done P It is of no import whatever to the matter, that in Acts, the result is, 
a public decree, — whereas in Gal., no mention of such a decree is made : the history 
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relates that which was important for the church, — the JEpiatU, that which cleared the 
Apostle personally from the charge of dependence on man : all mention of the decree 
would in Gal. have been irrelevant. Similarly we may deal with the objection, that 
in Acts, a public council is summoned, whereas in Gal., it is expressly said that Paul 
laid fortn to them the Gospel which he preached to the Gentiles, but “ privately, to 
them of reputation.'* This entirely agrees with Acts xv. 12, where Paul and Barnabas 
related to the multitude, not the nature of the doctrine which they preached, but only 
the patent proofs of its being from God, — " the signs and wonders which God did 
among the heathen by them." • 

(c) Nor is it any objection to the identity, that in Gal. ii. 2, Paul went up “ by 
revelation," — whereas in Acts xv. 2, the brethren decreed that P. and B. should go up, 
in consequence of the trouble given by the Judaizers. How do we know that this 
revelation was not made to the church, and so directed their appointment ? Or if it be 
understood that the revelation was made to Paul himself, who can say whether the 
determination of the brethren was not a consequence of it ? Wlio can say again, 
whether P%ul may not havc»been reluctant to go up, rather willing not to confer with 
flesh and blood on such a matter, and may have been commanded hy a vision to do so ? 
We have here again only the public and the private side of the same occurrence ; the 
one, suitable to the ecclesiastical narrative : the other, to the vindication of his office 
by the Apostle. 

(d) The result is strikingly put by Mr. Conybeare, Life and Epp. of St. Paul, edn. 2, 
vol. i. p. 546, — “ The Galatian visit could not have happened before the third visit : 
because, if so, the Apostles at Jerusalem had already granted to Paul and Barnabas 
(Gal. ii. 3 — 6) the liberty which was sought for the “ Gospel of the uncircumcision,” 
therefore there would have been no need for the church to send them again to Jeru- 
salem upon the same cause. Again, the Galatian visit could not have occurred after 
the third visit: because, almost immediately after that period, Paul and Barnabas 
ceased to work together as missionaries to the Gentiles : whereas, up to the time of the 
Galatian, visit, they had been working together." 

(c) It seems then to follow, that the Galatian visit is identical with that recorded in 
Acts XV. 

Those who wish to see the whole question dealt with more in detail, and the names 
and arguments of the champions of each view recounted, may refer to Mr, Conybeare's 
Appendix I. at the end of vol. i. of Conybeare and Howson's Life of St. Paul : or to 
Hr. Davidson’s Introd. vol. ii. pp. 112 ff. 


APPENDIX. 

On " THE City or Las^ea,” and other particulars -mentioned in Acts 

xxvii. 7 — 17. 

Much light has been thrown on the interesting questions connected with the topo- 
graphy of this passage, by letters written to Mr. Smith from the Rev. George Brown, 
who accompanied the yacht St. Ursula, Hugh Tennent, Esq., on a cruise in the Medi- 
terranean, in the winter of 1856 — 6. I have to thank Mr. Smith for having kindly 
forwarded to me copies of these letters as they arrived. The substance of them is now 
printed as an extract from Mr. Brown's Journal, in the second edition of Mr. Smith's 
“ Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul,” Appendix, No. 3. I extract here such portions 
as regard immediately the geographical points in question, referring my readers to the 
Yblume itself for the whole account, which is most graphic and entertaining. 
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I. ** We asked Nicepliorus (the old Greek already mentioned) what was the ancient 

name of Lutro ? He replied without hesitation, * Phoeniki,' but that the old city 
exists no longer. This of course proved at once the correctness of Mr. Smith’s con- 
clusion. We were told further that the anchorage is excellent, and that our schooner 
could enter the harbour without difficulty. We next enquired the ancient naSie of the 
island of Gozzo, and he said at once, ' Chlavda,’ or * Chlavdanesa,’ a reply equally 
satisfactory. He told us also that there was a tradition in these parts that St. Paul 
the Apostle had visited Calolimounias (the fair havens), and had baptized many people 
there." • 

II. ** Friday, Jan. 18th (Calolimounias). — Nothing now remained to be done but to 
ascertain the exact position of Lassea, a city which Luke says is nigh to the Fair 
Havens ... I asked our friend the Guardiano, ‘ Where is Lassea ? ’ He said at once, 
that it was two hoxirs* walk to the eastward, close under Cape Leonda : but that it is 
now a desert-place. Mr. Tennent was eager to examine it : so getting under weigh, 
we ran along the coast before a S.W. wind. Cape Leonda is called by the Greeks 
Leona, evidently from its resemblance to a lion couchant,»which nobody c^uld fail to 
observe either from the W. or the E. Its face is to the sea, forming a promontory 350 or 
400 feet high. Just after we passed it, Miss Tennent’s quick eye discovered two white 
pillars standing on an eminence near the shore. Down went the helm : and putting 
the vessel round, we stood in close, wore, and hove to. Mr. H. Tennent and I landed 
immediately, just inside the cape, to the eastward, and I found the beach lined with 
masses of masonry. These were formed of small stones, cemqpted together with mortar 
so firmly, that even where the sea had undermined them, huge fragments lay on the 
sand. This sea-wall extended a quarter of a mile along the beach from one rocky face 
to another, and was evidently intended for the defence of the city. Above we found 
•the ruins of two temples. The steps which led up to the one remain, though in a 
shattered state; and the two white marble columns noticed by Miss Tennent, 
belonged to the other. Many shafts, and a few capitals of Grecian pillars, all of 
marble, lie scattered about, and a gully worn by a torrent lays bare the substructures 
down to the rock. To the E. a conical rocky hill is girdled by the foundations of a 
wall : and on a platform between this and the sea, the pillars of another edifice lie level 
with the ground. Some peasants came down to see us from the hills above, and I 
asked them the name of the place. They said at once, * Lasea so there could be no 
doubt. Cape Leonda lies five miles E. of the Fair Havens : but there are no roads 
w'hatever in that part of Candia. We took away some specimens of marble, and 
boarded our vessel ; at four p.m. sailed for Alexandria." 

III. Lutbo. “The health-officer told me, that though the harbour is open to the 
E., yet the easterly gales never blow home, being lifted by the high land behind, and 
that *cven in storms, the sea rolls in gently (‘piano piano’). He says it is the only 
secure harhour^ in all winds, on the south coast of Crete : and that during the wars 
between the Venetians and the Turks (the latter took the island in 1688, I think), as 
many as twenty or twenty -five war-galleys had found shelter in its waters. Ho further 
shewed us an inscription on a large slab which he says was found among some ruins on 
the point, and took us up the hill to see the traces of the site of the ancient Phoeniki. 
The outline of its ramparts is clearly discernible, and some cisterns hollowed in the 
rock : but the ploughshare has been driven over its site, and it displays ‘ the line of 
confiision and the stones of emptiness.’ " 

Oil the inscription here mentioned, containing several points of union with the text 
of the Acts, see in my Greek Text. 


98 ] 



THE GOSPEL 


AOOOEDING TO 

JOHN. 


I. 1 In the begimiinff ®was the Word, and the Word was SS; Mii.22. 

»», & 0 . 

Col. i. 17 . 1 John 1. 1. Rev. i. 8 ; xii. IS. 


Chap. I. 1 — 18.] Prologue : in which is 
contained the substance and subject of the 
whole Gospel. The Etei^al Word op 
God, the source of all existence, 

LIPE, AND LIGHT, BECAME FLESH, DWELT 
AMONG US, WAS WITNESSED TO BY JOHN, 
REJECTED BY HiS OWN PEOPLE, BUT RE- 
CEIVED BY SOME, WHO HAD POWER GIVEN 
THEM TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD. He 
WAS THE PERFECTION AND END OF GOD’S 

'revelation OF Himself; which was 

PARTIALLY MADE IN THE LAW, BUT FULLY 

declared in Jesus Christ. 

1 — 6.] The eternal prai-existence 
OP THE word : His personal distinct- 
ness ; BUT ESSENTIAL UNITY WITH GOD. 

His working in Creation, and in the 

ENLIGHTENING OF MEN, BEFORE HiS 
MANIFESTATION IN THE FLESH ; HiS 
NON-APPREHENSION BY THEM. 

1.] Before commenting on the truths here 
declared, it is absolutely necessary to dis- 
cuss the one term on which the whole 
turns : viz. THE WORD. This term is used 
by St. John without explanation, as bearing 
a meaning well known to his readers. 
The enquiry concerning that meaning 
must therefore be conducted on historical, 
not on mere grammatical grounds. And 
the most important elements of the en- 
quiry are, (I.) the usage of speech as re- 
gards the term, by St. John himself and 
other biblical writers : and (II.) the purely 
historical information which we possess 
on fhe ideas attached to the term. 

(a) From the first consideration we find, 
that in other biblical authors, as well as 
in John, the term logos, which is the 
original word here, is never used to signify 
VOL. A 


the divine 'Reason or Mind; nor indeed 
those of any human creature. These ideas 
are otherwise expressed. The usual Scrip- 
ture meaning of Logos is speech, or word. 
The logos of God is the creative, declara- 
tive, injunctive Word of God. (b) That 
this is also the import in our prologue, is 
manifest, from the evident relation which 
it bears to the opening of the history of 
creation in Genesis. “Tlie Word” is not 
an attribute of God, but an acting reality, 
by which the Eternal and Infinite is the 
great first cause of the created and finite, 
(c) Again, this Word” is undoubtedly in 
our prologue, personal : — not an abstrac- 
tion merely, nor a personification, — not 
the speaking word of God, once mani- 
fested in the prophets and afterwards 
fully declared in Christ, as Luthardt, 
comparing our prologue with Heb. i. 1, — 
but a Person : for “ the Word was with 
God,” and “ the Word became flesh :” 
also the Word was God, not, was God's : — 
which certainly would be said of none but 
a Person. {d) Moreover, the word 

is identical with Jesus Christ, as the 
prffi-existing Son of God. A comparison 
of verses 14 and 15 will place this beyond 
doubt. (f) And Jesus Christ is the 

Word of God, not because He speaJes the 
word; — nor because He is _ the One pro- 
mised or spoken of, — nor because He is 
the Author and source of the Word as 
spoken in the Scriptures, &c., — any more 
than his being called life and light im- 
plies only that He is the Giver of life and 
light : but because the Word dwells in 
and speaks from him, just as the Light 
dwells in and shines from, and the Life 
H H 
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ST. JOHN. I. 

dhl’lTU.'k*''' *’ with. God. 'and the Word was God. ® The same was 


1 John i. 2. 

0 PMl. il. 6. 

lives in and works from. Him. {f) This 
WOED, which became flesli, is not from^ 
nor ofy Time or Space (ch. iii. 31 ; viii. 
58) ; but eternally prce-exisientt — and 
manifested in Time and Space, for the 
gracious ends of divine Love in Redemp- 
tion (ch. iii. 16, 17). {g) This Word 

spoke in the law and prophets, yet par- 
tially and imperfectly (ver. 17 ; ch. v. 39, 
46) ; but in the personal woed, spoke 
forth in fulness of grace and truth. It 
was He who made the worlds (ver. 3) ; He, 
who appeared to Isaiah (Isa. vi. compare 
ch. xii. 41) ; He, whose glory is manifested 
in His power over nature (ch. ii. 11) ; He, 
by reception of whom the new birth is 
wrought (ch. i. 12, 13) ; who has power 
over all flesh (ch. xvii. 2), — and can be- 
stow eternal life (ibid.) ; whose very suf- 
lerings were His glory, and the glorifying 
of God (ch. xvii. 1 al.) ; and who, after 
those sufterings, resumed, and now has, 
the glory which He had with the Father 
before the world began (ch. xviii. 5, 24). 
(A) Luthardt, in his Commentary on 
this Gospel, has propounded the follow- 
ing view of the term Word'' and its 
usage: ** Jesus Christ is the fulness of 
that word of God which was fragmentarily 
manifested in the prophets (Heb. i. 1). 
Hut in this prologue, ‘the Word' is not 
to be taken as identical with Jesus not yet 
incarnate, nor is He the subject of vv. 1 fl*." 
And he urges ch. x. 35, 36 (see note there, 
where I have discussed this) as a key 
text •to the meaning of the Word.” 

It seems to me, that while much of his view 
is true and sound, that part of it will not 
hold which denies the identity of the 
prao-existent “ Word” with Jesus, in the 
A^stle's mind. Had he intended by the 
“Word” of vv. 1 — 4 any other than the 
personal Son of God, who in ver. 14 be- 
came flesh, I do not see how was with 
Oodf and “ was Qodf could be used of 
“ the Word.” J^^or again can I con- 
sent with him to disconnect the use of 
“Logos” by St. John from its previous 
history. The reasons given in this note 
for believing such use, as matter of fact, to 
have been prepared by the Alexandrine 
philosophy, are no way affected by the 
objections which he alleges, the difference 
between the “ Logos” of St. John and that 
of Philo, and the corrupt character of the 
philosophy itself. II. (a) We are 

now secondly to enquire, how it came 
that St. John found this term “ Logos” so 
ready made to his hands, as to require 
no explanation. The answer to this will 


be found by tracing the gradual per- 
sonification of the Word, or Wisdom of 
Ood, in the O. T. and Jewish ^writings. 
(5) We find faint traces of this personifi- 
cation in the hook of Psalms: see Ps. 
xxxiii. 4, 6 ; cxix. 89, 105 ; cvii. 20 ; cxlvii. 
15, 18. But it was not the mere off- 
spring of poetic diction. For the whole 
form and expression of the O. T. revela- 
tion was that of the Word of God, The 
Mosaic History opens with ' Ood said. 
Let there be light.' Spoken commands, 
either openly, or in visions, were the com- 
munications from God to man. It is the 
Word, in all the Prophets ; the Word, in 
the Law j in short, the Word, in all God's 
dealings with his people : a?e further, 
Isa. xl. 8j Iv. 10, 11: Jer. xxiii. 29 al. 
(c) And as the Word of God was the con- 
stant idea for His revelations relatively 
to man, so was the Wisdom of God, for 
those which related to Sis own essence 
and attributes. That this was a later 
form of exprcsrion than the simple re- 
cognition of the divine Word in the Mosaic 
and early historical books, would natu- 
rally be the case, in the unfolding of 
spiritual knowledge and divine contempla- 
tion. His Almightiness was first felt, 
before His Wisdom and moral Purity were 
appreciated. In the books of Job (ch, 
xxviii. 12 ff.) and the Pi’overbs (ch. viii., 
ix.) we find this Wisdom of God per- 
sonified; in the latter in very plain and 
striking terms ; and this not poetically 
only, but practically ; ascribing to the 
Wisdom of God all his revelation of 
Himself in His works of Creation and 
Providence. So that this Wisdom em- 
braced in fact in itself the Power of God ; 
and there wanted but the highest divine 
attribute, Love, to complete the idea. 
But this was reserved for the N. T. mani- 
festation. (d) The next evidences of the 
gradual personification of the Wisdom of 
God are found in the two Apocryphal 
Books, the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of 
Sirach, and the Wisdom of Solomon. 
The first of these, originally written in 
Hebrew, belongs probably to the latter 
half of the second century before Christ. 
In ch. i. 1, Wisdom is said to be “/row 
the Lord, and with Him for ever:** and 
in ver. 4, “ Wisdom hath been created 
before all things.** Then in ch. xxiv.^9 — 
21, the same strain is continued; “He 
created me from the beginning before the 
world,” &c., and the passage concludes 
with these remarkable words, “ They that 
eat me shall yet he hungry, anj. they that 
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2, 3. ST. JOHN, 

in the beginning with God. s*AIl things were made 

Eph. lii. 0. 

Col. i. 10. Heb.i.2. Rev.iv.ll. 


drinJc me shall yet he thirsty** In 

the book of the Wisdom of Solomon, dating 
probabljl about 100 before Christ, we find 
(in ch. vi. 22 — ch. ix.) a similar personifica- 
tion and eulogy of Wisdom. In this re- 
markable passage we have “ Wisdom » that 
sitteth by Thy throne** (ch. ix, 4)— said to 
have been present when Thou madest 
the world** (ch. ix. 9) — parallelized with 
“ Thy word ** (ch. ix. 1, 2 ; see also ch. 
xvi. 12). In ch. xviii. 15^ 16, the Al- 
mighty Word** is set forth as an Angel 
coining down from heaven, and destroying 
the Egyptians. It seems highly pro- 

bable that the author^s monotheistic views 
were confused by the admixture of Pla- 
tonism, and that he regarded Wisdom as a 
kind of soul of the world. He occasionally 
puts her for God, occasionally for an attri- 
bute of God. But he had not attained 
that near approach to a personal view 
which we shall find in the next step of our 
enquiry, (e) The large body of Jews resi- 
dent in Alexandria wer# celebrated for 
their gnosis, or religious philosophy. The 
origin of this philosophy must be referred 
to the mixture of the Jewish religious 
element with the speculative philosophies 
of the Greeks, more especially with that 
of Plato, and with ideas acquired during 
the captivity from Oriental sources. One 
of these Alexandrine writers in the second 
century a.C. was Aristobulus, some frag- 
ments of whose works have been preserved 
to us. He tells us that by the “ voice of 
God ** we are not to understand a “ spoken 
word** but the whole working of God in 
the creation of the world. But the 
most complete representation of the Judseo- 
alexandrine gnosis, or philosophic theology, 
has come down to us in the works of 
Philo, who flourished cir. a.d. 40 — 50. It 
would be out of the province of a note to 
give a review of the system of Philo ; the 
result only of such review will be enough. 
He identifies the **word** with the ** wis- 
dom ** of God ; it is the “ image of God ;** 
the ** archetype and pattern of light, hut 
itself like none of created things:** **the 
eldest of begotten things:** ** the eldest 
son of the Father of all that are : ** “ His 
first-begotten, the eldest angel, being as an 
archangel with many names** (i. 427) : 
“ the shadow of God, using whom as an 
instrument He made the world :** through 
whom the world was constituted :** “ The 
Father which begat all gave to the Arch- 
angel and the eldest bom, the Word, the 
eminent prerogative, that, standing be- 
tween, he^ight divide the made from the 


Maker; . . . and He (the Word) re- 
joices in the prerogative, .... not being 
unbegotten, as God, nor begotten, as we, 
but intermediate between the extremes, 
acting as a hostage to both : ** there are, 
as it seems, two temples of God; one, this 
world, in which also His first-begotten 
divine Word is High Priest : ** “ the 
viceroy of God :** “Ae contains and hath 
fulfilled all things:** **the second God, 
which is His Word.** These instances, the 
number of which might be much enlarged, 
will serve to shew how remarkably near to 
the diction and import of some passages in 
our Gospel Philo approached in speaking 
of the Word. At the same time there 
is a wide and unmistakeable difference 
between his ‘‘ Word and that of the 
Apostle. He does not distinguish it from 
the Spirit of God, nor does he connect it 
with any Messianic ideas, though these 
latter were familiar to him. Besides, his 
views are strangely compounded of Pla- 
tonism and Judaism. The ‘*Word” 
seems with him to be one comprehending, 
or ruling, the ** powers ** or “ ideas ** of 
God, which, although borrowed fi’om 
Plato, ho Judaically calls “ angels,** and 
the “Word'^ their archangel** We see 
by this however how fixed and prepared 
the term, and many of its attributes, were 
in the religious philosophy of the Alexan- 
drine Jews, (ff Meanwhile the Chaldee 
paraphrasts of the O. T. had habitually 
used such expressions as ‘ tlie glory,' or 
‘ the presence,' or ‘ the word,' of God, — in 
places where nothing but His own agency 
could be understood. The latter of these 
— the Memra, or word of God, — is used 
in so strictly personal a sense, that there 
can be little doubt that the Paraphrasts 
understood by it a divine Person or 
Emanation, (g) From these elements, 
the Alexandrine and Jewish views of the 
“Word" or “Wisdom" of God, there 
appear to have arisen very early among 
Christians, both orthodox and heretic, 
formal expressions, in which these or 
equivalent terms were used. Of this the 
Apostle Paul fiimishes the most eminent 
example. His teacher Gamaliel united in 
his instruction both these elements, and 
they are very perceptible in the writings 
of his pupil. But we, do not find in them 
any direct use of the term “ Woed," as 
personally applied to the Son of God, 
This shews him to have spoken mainly 
according to the Jewish school, — among 
whom, as Origen states, he could find none 
who held “ that the Woed was the Son of 
H 2 
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“ hy liim ; and without him was not any thing made that 
» literally, through. 


God** {%) We find a much nearer ap- 
proximation to the Alexandrine method of 
speech in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
written evidently by some disciple inti- 
mately acquainted with the Alexandrine 
gnosis (see the opening verses, and espe- 
cially upholding all things hy the word of 
Sis power**). But even there we have 
not the “ Logos ** identified personally 
with the Lord Jesus Christy nor indeed 
personally spoken of at ally — however 
near some passages may seem to approach 
to this usage (ch. iv. 12, 13 j xi. 3). (i) The 
Alexandrine gnosis was immediately con- 
nected with Ephesus, where the Gospel 
of John was probably written. Apollos 
(Acts xviii. 24) came thither from Alexan- 
dria ; and Cerinthus is related by Theo- 
doret to have studied and formed his phi- 
losophic system in Egypt, before coming 
to Ephesus, {j) These notices will serve 
to account for the term ** Logos ” being 
already found by St. John framed to his 
use ; and the anti- Gnostic tendency of his 
writings will furnish an additional reason 
why he should rescue such important 
truths as the prsB- existence and attributes 
of the divine “ Word ** from the perver- 
sions which false philosophy had begun to 
make of them, {k) In all that has been 
said in this note, no insinuation hiis been 
conveyed that either the Apostle Paul, or 
the Writer to the Hebrews, or John, 
adopted in any degree their teaching 
from the existing philosophies. Their 
teaching (which is totally distinct from 
any of those philosophies, as will be 
shewn in this commentary) is that of the 
Holy Spirit; — and the existing philoso- 
phies, with all their follies and inadequacies, 
must be regarded, in so far as they by 
their terms or ideas subserved the work 
which the Spirit had to do by the Apostles 
and teachers of Christianity, as so many 
providential preparations of the minds of 
men to receive the fuller effulgence of 
the Truth as it is in Jesus, which shines 
forth in these Scriptures. 

In the beginning] Equivalent to 
before the world was** ch. xvii. 5. The 
expression is indefinite, and must be inter- 
preted relatively to the matter spoken of. 
Thus in Acts xi. 15, it is “ the beginning of 
the Gospel and by the same principle of 
interpretation, here it is the beginning 
of all things, on account of ** aU things 
were made hy him ** ver. 3. These 

words, if they do not asserty at least 
imply, the eternal prce-existence of the 
divine Word. For ** was in the begin- 


ning** is not said of an act done in the 
beginning (as in Gen. i. 1), but of a state 
existing in the beginning, and therefore 
without beginning itself. was, not 

equivalent to “ is ** (see “ I amy* ch. viii. 
58 al.), as Euthymius and others have 
supposed ; but Origen has given the true 
reason for the indefinite past being used, — 
“ It would have been more strict, in 
speaking of God the Word, to say is ; but 
seeing that he is speaking with reference 
to the distinction of the Incarnation, which 
took place at a certain time, the Evan- 
gelist uses was instead of is.^* The exist- 
ence of an enduring and unlimited state 
of being, implied in “ was** is contrasted 
with “ wa^ mflde** or “ became ** (the 
word is the same) in verses 3 and 14. 

and the Word was with God] 
With is here used in the sense of chez,^' 
abiding with. Basil remarks that St. 
John says '•'‘with God, not in God, that 
he may set before us the distinctness of 
Person: . . . thsPt he may give no open- 
ing for the confusion of person.^^ Both 
the inner substantial union, and the dis- 
tinct personality of the “ Word” are here 
asserted. The former is distinctly re- 
peated in the next words. and the 

Word was God] This is the true form of 
the sentence ; not ‘ God was the Word.* 
This is absolutely required by the usage of 
the Greek language : see in my Gr. Test. 
But the sense to be conveyed here is as 
weighty a consideration as the form of 
the sentence. Had St. John intended to 
say, ‘ God was the Word ,* — what meaning 
could his assertion possibly have con- 
veyed ? None other than a contradic- 
tion to his last assertion, by which he had 
distinguished God from the Word. And 
not only would this be the case, but the 
assertion would be inconsistent with the 
whole historical idea of the Word, making 
this term to signify merely an attribute 
of God, just as when it is said, “ God is 
love** Not to mention the unprecedented 
inversion of subject and predicate which 
this would occasion ; “ the Word** having 
been the subject before y and again resumed 
as the subject afterwards. The ren- 

dering of the wor^s being then as above, 
their meaning is the next question. God 
(see the grammatical reasons in my Gr. 
Test.) must be taken as implying Clod jn 
substance and essencey — not ‘ the Father,’ 
in Person. It does not mean ''divine** 
nor is it to be rendered a God ”---but, as 
in “ became flesh** "Jlesh** expresses that 
state into which the fovine WorjJ entered 
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^was made. him was life; and «fthe life was the 

light of men. ^ h light shineth in ® darkness ; and 


the darkness comprehended it not. 
^render^ hath been. 

by a definite act, so in ** was God*’ “ God” 
expresses that essence which was His in 
the beginning : — that He was very God, 
So that this first verse might be connected 
thus : the Word was from eternity, — was 
with God (the Father), — and was Himself 
God. 2.] In order to direct the mind 
to the dijfference (in unity) between this 
“ Word” and “ God,” St. John recalls the 
reader’s attention to the two fii’st clauses 
of ver. 1, which he now combines, in order 
to pass on to the creative worJcy which dis- 
tinctly l^longs to the ^Word.” Thus 
also this verse fixes the reference of him 
in ver. 3, which might otherwise, after the 
mention of “God,” have seemed ambi- 
guous. 3.] All things (1 Cor. viii. 6. 
Col. i. 16), equivalent to the world** ver. 
10. This parallelism of itself refutes the 
Socinian interpretation ^f all things** 
‘all Christian graces and virtues,’ ‘the 
whole moral world.’ But the history of 
the term “ Logos” forbids such an expla- 
nation entirely. For Philo says, “ Thon 
shall find that the came of the world is 
Gody by whom it was made ; the mattery 
the four elements y out of which it was com- 
posed : the instrument, the Word of God, 
through whom it was constituted see 
also Col. i. 16, and Hob. i. 2. Olshausen 
observes, that we never read in Scripture 
that ‘Christ made the world;’ but ‘the 
Father made the world through the Son,’ 
or ‘ the world was made hy the Father, 
and through the Son :’ because the Son 
never works of Himself y but always as the 
revelation of the Father ; His work is the 
Father’s vnlly and the Father has no Will, 
except the Son, who is all His will (in 
whom He is well pleased). The Christian 
Fathers rightly therefore rejected the semi- 
Arian formula, ‘ The Son was begotten by 
an act of the Father’s will ;’ for He is that 
Will Himself. and without him] 

This addition is not merely a Hebraistic 
parallelism, but a distinct denial of the 
eternity and uncreatedness of matter as 
held by the Gnostics. They set mattery as 
a separate existence, over against God, and 
made it the origin of evil ; — ^but St.John ex- 
cludes any such notion. Nothing was made 
without Him (the Word) ; all matter, and 
implicitly evil itself, in the deep and in- 
scrutable purposes of creation (for it was 
not in the beginning, but was made), was 
made through Him. The punctua* 
tion at tile end of the verse is uncertain. 


b ch. Ui. 19. 

® render^ the darkness. 

if we regard solely manuscript authority. 
Some of our MSS. set a full stop at 
“toaj not any thing made:** so that 
the sense of the words following would be, 
“ That which hath been made hy (or ^») 
him was life.** The question must how- 
ever be determined by the sense of the 
passage, which is rendered weak, and in- 
consistent with analogy, by adopting this 
punctuation : — weak, because in that case 
we must render ‘That which hath been 
made by Him was life (i. e. having life), 
and that life was the light of men but 
how was that life, i. e. that living creation 
which was made by Him, the light of men ? 
— inconsistent with analogy, for St. John’s 
usage of beginning a sentence with 
or and a demonstrative pron. should 
have its weight : compare ch. xiii. 35 ; xv. 
8; xvi. 26: 1 John ii. 3, 4, 5; iii. (8,) 10, 
16, 19, 24; iv. 2 al. fr. Compare also 
1 John ii. 4,--ib. iii. 5. I have determined 
therefore for the ordinary punctuation. 
It is said to have been first adopted owing 
to an abuse of the passage by the Mace- 
donian heretics, who maintained that if 
the exclusion (“ without him was not any 
thing made that was made**) was complete, 
the Holy Spirit can also not have been 
without His creating power, i. e. was 
created by Him. But this would be re- 
futed otherwise, for the Holy Spirit “ was,** 
and “was not made.** 4.] In him 

was life — compare 1 John v. 11, i. 1, 2, 
and ch. vi. 33. life is not merely 

‘ spiritual life* nor ‘ the recovery of blessed- 
ness* — as some explain it: — the Word is 
the source of all life to the creature, not 
indeed ultimately, but mediately (see ch. 
V. 26 : 1 John v. 11). and the life 
was the light of men] This is not to be 
understood of the teaching of the Incar- 
nate Wordy but of the enlightening and 
life-sustaining influence of the eternal Son 
<f God, in \^om was life. In the mate- 
rial world, light, the offspring of the Word 
of God, is the condition of life, and with- 
out it life degenerates and expires: — so 
also in the spiritual world that life which 
in Him, is to the creature the very con- 
dition of all development and furtherance 
of the life of the spirit. All knowledge, 
all purity, all love, all happiness, spring up 
and grow from this life, which is the light 
to tlnem all. It is not “ light f but 

the light .•—because this is the only true 
light : see ver. 9, also 1 John i. 5. 
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6 'There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
yJ? 88^*‘ John. 7 ^Xhe same came for [^aj witness, to bear wit- 
k.^t.xix.4. Light, that all men through him might be- 

lieve. ® He was not ® that Light, but ^ was sent bear 
iver 4 witness of ®that Light. ^ That was the true Light y 

1 j^hnii.8. ^hich * lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 

d omit, ® render y the. 

^ not expressed in the original, BetteTy Came. 

8 render y The true Light which lighteth every man, came {literaiiyy 


was coming) into the world. 

6.] As light and life are closely connected 
ideas, so are death and darkness. The 
whole world, lying in death and in dark- 
ness, is the darkness here spoken of : — not 
merely the ** darkened** (Eph. iv. 18; see 
Eph. V. 7, 8), but the whole masSy with the 
sole exception (see below, ver. 12) of ** as 
many as received Sim** (compare ch. hi. 
19; 1 John v. 19). This shineth is 
not merely the historical present, but de- 
scribes the whole process of the light of 
life in the Eternal Word shining in this 
evil and dark world ; both by the O. T. 
revelations, and (see ch. x. 16 ; xi. 52) by 
all the scattered fragments of light glitter- 
ing among the thick darkness of heathen- 
dom. and the darkness comprehended 
(understood, apprehended) it not] That 
this is the meaning, will be clear from 
the context. St. John states here as a 
general fact, what he afterwards states of 
the appearance of the Incarnate Word to 
the chosen people, ver. 11. The sentences 
are strictly parallel. “ The light shineth 
in the darkness** is parallel to ** Se came 
to his own** and “ the darkness compre- 
hended it not** is parallel to ** Sis own 
received him not,** In the first, he is 
speaking of the whole shining of this light 
over the world ; in the second, of its his- 
torical manifestation to the Jews, In both 
cases, the Divine Word was rejected. 
received is used in the second case as ex- 
pressing the personal assumption to oneself 
as a friend or companion. Liicke 

observes, that the almost tragic tone of 
this verse is prevalent through the Gospel 
of St. John and his first epistle, see ch. iii. 
19 ; xii. 37 ff. al. : and is occasionally found 
in St. Paul also ; see Rom. i. 18 ff*. 

Ube connexion of the two members of our 
verse by and is not, The Light, shineth 
in the darkness, avid therefore (i. e. be- 
cause darkness is the opposition to light, 
and they exclude one another) the dark- 
ness comprehended it not;” but, “The 
Light shineth in the darkness, and yet 
(notwithstanding that the effect of light 


in darkness is so great and immediate in 
the physical world) the darkness compre- 
hended it not see “ and** below, ver. 11. 

6 — 18.] TpE MANIFESTATION AND 
WOEKING OF THE DiVINE WOED, JeSHS 

Chbist, the Son op God, incaenate 
IN OUE FLESH. 6.] The Evangelist 

now passes to the historic manifestation 
of the Word. “ In passing to the mani- 
festation of the Son, what other beginning 
should he have fixed on, but the matters 
concerning John ? ” Theodore of Mop- 
suestia. He enunciates briefly in these 
verses 6, 7, what he afterwards, vv. 19 — 
36, narrates with historical detail. 

There was does not belong to sent, but 
to a man : “ There was a many sent 
from Ood** In sent from God we have 
possibly a reference to Mai. iii. 1. 

7.] The purpose of John’s coming was to 
hear witness to a fact, which fact (ver. 
33) was made known to him by divine re- 
velation. We must not render, as A. V., 
*for a witness,* but for witness or for 
testimony, for the purpose of bearing 
witness. to bear witness &c. is an 

expansion of for witness : — the subject of 
his testimony was to be, — the Light, — and 
the aim of it, — that all might believe (see 
ch. xii. 36) through him (i. e. John ; not 
through it, the light, which confuses the 
whole, for then we must understand on 
Ood after believe, which is here out of 
place). 8 .] John was himself “Me 

candle, lighted and shining ** (ch. v. 35), 
see note on Matt. v. 14, but not the light. 

9.] The word true in this connexion 
imports original, ‘ archetypal/ and is used 
of the true genuine sources and patterns of 
those things which we find here below only 
in fragmentary imitations and derivations. 
Such an original was the light here spoken 
of; — but John was only a derived lighf, — 
not a light lighting, but a light lighted. 
The construction of this verse has 
been much disputed. Is coming into the 
world to be taken with every man (as 
many ancient versions, and m4bt of the 
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10 He was in tlie world, and ™ the world was made by him, 

' ^ ? Heb. 1. 2 

and the world knew him not. i^^He came unto ^his nLu^xix.u. 
own, and ^his own received him not. But °as many as 

: . olaa.lvi.8. 

received him, to them gave he power to become ^ the sons o^ui? 

2 Pet. i. 4 . IJohnili.l. 

^ see note, ^ render, children. 


ancient Commentators, and A. V.), or does 
it belong to the true light? The 
former construction can only be defended 
by a Rabbinical usage, by which ** all that 
cometh into the world** means *all men.^ 
But it is very questionable whether St. 
John over speaks thus. Certainly he does 
not, in any of the passages commonly 
cited to defend this rendering, ch. xviii. 
37 (which is spoken by Clyist of Himself 
and His J^ission) ; xvi. 21, 28 ; xii. 46. 
And even if he had thus spoken, how harsh 
and how unmeaning is the sentence, how- 
ever we take it j whether with Euthymius 
we lay an emphasis on was** or with 
A. V. &c. supply “ that ** before it. If 
this latter had been in^nded, surely it 
would have been more distinctly expressed ; 
and even when it is supplied, we have in 
this verse only a less forcible repetition of 
ver. 4. It seems then that we must 

join coming into the world with the true 
light. But even then, three ways of 

rendering are apparently open to us. 

The first of these, which is that of Socinus, 
takes “ coming into the world ** as mean- 
ing, ‘ at its coming into the world* This 
however — besides the sense being incon- 
sistent with ver. 4 — leaves the opening 
clause without a demonstrative pronoun, as 
before. Then, secondly, coming might 
seem to be used in the sense in which we 
frequently have it, as a sort of future, 
*who was, or is, to come;’ see Matt. xi. 
3 ; Mark x. 30 al.- fr. ; ch. vi. 14 ; xi. 27, 
in which last two places it is joined, as 
here, with “ into the world** But if this 
be adopted, the only sense will be that 
the true light, &c. was to come ; i. e. had 
not yet come ; which manifestly is not cor- 
rect ; — for it had come, w^hen John gave 
his witness ; and the whole of these verses 
6 — 13 relate to the time when He had ay- 
peared, and come to His own. We 

are driven then to the only legitimate ren- 
dering, which is to take was coming as 
equivalent to an imperfect, came ; — this 
usage being frequent in the N. T. : — i. e. at 
th^ time when John bore this witness, the 
true light which lighteth every man, 
came — was in process of manifesting Him- 
self, — into the world. which lighteth 

every man is a further expansion of the 
true. ^ 10.] The world is the created 


world, into which He came (ver. 9), 
which was made by Him (ver. 3), which 
nevertheless (i. e. as here represented by 
man, the only creature who “ knows **) 
knew, recognized Him not. and 

is as in ver. 5. The three members 
of the sentence form a climax; — He 
was in the world (and therefore the 
world should have known Him), and the 
world was made by Him (much more 
then should it have known Him), and the 
world knew Him not. 11.] It is 

impossible to express this verse in terse 
and short English. In the original, the 
first his own is neuter — his own things, or 
possessions: the second, masculine, his 
own people. If we enquire for the sense, 
his own things here cannot well mean the 
world, or his own people mankind in gene- 
ral : it would be difficult to point out any 
Scripture usage to justify such a mean- 
ing. But abundance of passages bear out 
the meaning which makes the former His 
own inheritance or possession, i. e. Judaea ; 
and the latter, the Jews; compare espe- 
cially the parable Matt. xxi. 33 ff. ; and 
Ecclus. xxiv. 7 ff. And thus came forms a 
nearer step in the approach to the decla- 
ration in ver. 14. He came to His own. 

On received him not see above on ver. 
5. 12.] The words, as many as ... . 

primarily refer to the ** election** among 
the Jews, who have just been spoken of : 
but also, by implication, being opposed to 
both the world and his own, the election 
in all the world. as many as received 
him, i.e. as many as recognized Him as 
that which He was — the Word of God and 
Light of men. them gave he power] 
The word means, not merely capability, 
— still less privilege or prerogative, — but 
power ; involving all the actions and states 
needful to their so becoming, and removing 
all the obstacles in their way (e. g. the 
wrath of God, and the guilt of sin), 
to become children of God] The spiritual 
life owes its beginning to a birth from 
above, ch. hi. 3 — 7. And this birth is 
owing to the Holy Spirit of God ; so that 
this is equivalent to saying, ‘ As many as 
received Him, to them gave He His Holy 
Spirit.’ And we find that it was so : see 
Acts X. 44. children of God is a more 
comprehensive expression than “ sons of 
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pch.111.6. of God, even to them that believe on his name : p which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
Luke 1 . 31 , the will of man, but of God. i^'iAnd the Word ^^was 
® flesh, and ^ dwelt among us, and ^we beheld his 
s S iT: fi, glory, thel glory as of the only-begotten “ of the Father, 


t j 2 “ full of grace and truth. 

ch. U. 11 ; xi*. 40. 8 Pet. i. 17. u CoL 1. 19 : ii. 

^ render, became. 

^ omit, 

God” (which rendering in the A. V. is 
entirely without authority), which brings 
out rather our adoption, and hope of in- 
heritance (Rom. viii. 14 ft’.), whereas the 
other involves the whole generation and 
process of our life in the Spirit, as being 
from and of God, and consequently our 
likeness to God, walking in light as He 
is in light (1 John i. 5 — 7) — free from 
sin (ib. iii. 9 ; v. 18) and death (ch. viii. 
51). to them that believe on his 
name] His name is Sis manifestation as 
that ivhich He has given Himself out to he : 
i. c. as a Saviour from sin; see Matt. i. 
21, “ Thou shall call his name Jesus ; for 
He himself shall save His people from 
their sins** 13.] The Jews grounded 
their claim to be children of God on their 
descent from Abraham. St. John here 
negatives any such claim, and asserts the 
exclusive divine birth of all who become 
children of God by faith. It is to be no- 
ticed that the conjunctions here are not 
merely disjunctive ones, which would neces- 
sitate the ranging the clauses as co-ordi- 
nate and parallel, but exclusive ones, which 
rise in climax from one clause to another, — 
*not of blood, nor yet of the will of the 
flesh, nor yet of the will of man, hut of God.' 
Many Interpreters have seen in the will of 
man** (the word in the original is that ex- 
pressing the man as distinguished from the 
woman^ the male, and in “ the will of the 
flesh** the female side of human concu- 
piscence (so Augustine, Theophylact, &c.) ; 
or in the former the higher and more con- 
scious, in the latter the lower and animal 
side (Bleek, Luthardt). But both these 
interpretations seem to be objectionable. 

14.] And must not be understood 
as giving a reason for the verse before ; it 
is only the same copula as in vv. 1, 3, 4, 6 ; 
passing on to a further assertion regarding 
the Word. became flesh] the most 
general expression of the great truth that 
He became man. He became that, of which 
man is in the body compounded. There is 
no reference here to the doctrine of the 
Lord Jesus being the second Adam, as 
Olshausen thinks ; but although there may 


8,9. 

1 literally, had his tabemacle. 

^ render, from. 

be no reference to it, it lies at the ground 
of this wideness of expression. The doc- 
trine this form may have been, as Liicke 
observes, alien to St. John's habits of 
thought, but not that which is implied in 
the doctrine, the taking of th« nature of 
man by the Eternal Word. The sim- 
plicity of this expression is no doubt directed 
against the Doceta3 of the Apostle's time, 
who maintained that the Word only appa- 
rently took human nature. Therefore he 
says, absolutely and literally became flesh ; 
— see 1 John ii. 2. The word ren- 
dered “ dwelt,** properly is ‘ sojourned* or 
‘ tabernacled,' in us. There is no reference 
to the flesh being the tahernacle of the 
Spirit; — but the word is one technically 
used in Scripture to import the dwelling 
of Ood among men. us] ‘‘ men, who 
are flesh,” Bengel. we beheld] See 

1 John i. 1 ; 2 Pefc. i. 16. This is the 
A|)ostle'8 testimony as such, see Acts i. 21. 

The mention of glory seems to be 
suggested by the word tabernacled, so fre- 
quently used of the divine Presence or 
Shechinah, and cognate in its very form 
with it. This glory was seen by the 

disciples, ch. ii. 11 ; xi. 4 : also by Peter, 
James, and John, specially, on the momit 
of transfiguration ; to which occasion the 
W'ords as of the only -begotten from the 
Father** seem to refer : but mainly, in the 
whole converse and teaching and suffering 
of the Lord, who was full of grace and truth : 
see below. On the term as, Chrysostom 
remarks that ‘Mt is not a word of mere 
likeness, or comparison, but of confirma- 
tion, and unquestionable endowment : as 
if he had said. We saw glory such as be- 
came, and such as was likely would be pos- 
sessed by, the only begotten and genuine 
Son of God the King of all.” only- 
begotten] This word applied to Christ is 
peculiar to John, and occurs in ver. ^18; 
ch. iii. 16, 18 ; 1 John iv. 9 only. In the 
N. T. usage it signifies the only son ; — in 
the LXX, Ps. xxii. (xxi. 21 of the LXX) 20 
{j^^.,my only one from the hand of the dog), 
the beloved. It has been attem^ed to ren- 
der the word in John, according fo the usage 
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^ John 0 hare witness of him, and o criedy saying, This 
was he of whom I spake, *He that cometh after me P ^ x Maw. m. n. 
preferred before me : ^ ^ for he was before me. i® And 

% ch.iU.81. ych.viil.58. Coi.i.17. 

® render, beareth, and crieth. P render, taketh place. 

^ render, because. 


in Ps. xxi. 20. But obviously in the midst of 
ideas reaching so far deeper than that of 
regard, or love, of the Father for the Son, 
the word cannot be interpreted except in 
accordance with them. It refers to, and 
contrasts with, the children of God in 
vv. 12, 13. They receive their divine 
birth by faith in Him^ and through 
Him; but He is the Only -begotten of 
the Father.in the higher s«nsc, in which 
He is begotten the Son of God. 

The words full of grace and truth (see the 
note in my Gr. Test.) belong probably to 
the last words, the only-begotten of* the 
Father, and there is no need of a paren- 
thesis, as in A. V. grace and truth] 

not equivalent to " true gr^ce,** which de- 
stroys the precision of the expression, 
and itself conveys no sense whatever ; but 
setting out the two sides of the divine 
manifestation in Christ, — grace, as the 
result of Love to mankind, — truth (see ch. 
xiv. 6), as the unity, purity, and light of 
His own Character. 16.] The testi- 

mony of John, so important as being the 
fulfilment of the very object for which he 
was sent from Ood, is in this prologue 
ranged, so to speak, parallel with the 
assertions and testimony of the Evangelist 
himself. So that this verse does not in- 
terrupt the train of thought, but confirms 
by this important testimony the assertion 
^Hhe Word became fiesh,^* shewing that 
John bore ivitness to His jprce-existence. 
Then (ver. 16^ the **full of grace and 
truth** is again taken up, Euthymius 
paraphrases : “ Even if \,** says the Evan- 
gelist, “may perhaps seem to some not 
worthy of credit, yet before me John wit- 
nesseth to His Godhead, that John, whose 
name is great and celebrated among all 
the Jews.” beareth witness, present, 

for solemnity— as part of the testimony to 
Him, not only once given, but still sub- 
sisting. criefli (in the original, 

perfect, being, in sense, present, *hath 
cried* so that the voice is still sounding), 
Be<^ ch. vii. 37: “John crieth out with 
confidence and joy, as becometh a great 
herald.” Bengel. This was he of 

whom I spake . . . .] This reference to a 
former saying seems to shew, as indeed would 
appear the announcement of his own 
office by^he Baptist, that he had ut- 


tered these words in the power of the 
Spirit concerning Him whose forerunner 
he was before He saw and recognized 
Him in the flesh. Then, on doing so, ho 
exclaimed. This was He of whom 1 spake, 
&c. This view seems to be borne out 
by his own statement, ver. 33, and by 
the order of the narrative in Matt. iii. 11, 
12, 13. cometh after me] In point 
of time; not of birth, merely or principally, 
nor of commencement of official life : but, 
inasmuch as John was His Forerunner, 
on account of official position. 
taketh place before me] This expression, 
taketh place, represents one, in the original, 
very difficult to render in English. It 
is the same word as that rendered “ hath 
been made ** in ver. 3 : hath come to be, 
is constituted. The A. V., “ is preferred,** 
would be very suitable, setting forth the 
advancement to official dignity l^fore which 
John’s office waned and decreased (ch. iii. 
30), which took place even while John’s 
course was being fulfilled: but the ob- 
jection to ^preferred* is, its possible am- 
biguity : the word to prefer meaning to 
esteem more highly, as well as to advance 
or promote, which is the sense required 
here. Even Dr. Johnson has fallen into 
the mistake of quoting this very passage, in 
his Dictionary, as an instance of the sense 
“ to love more than another.” 
because (or, for, but better because) He 
was (not “ became ” or “ teas made,** but 
as in ver. 1) before me ; i. e. * He existed, 
was in being, before me.’ The question 
raised by some, whether it is probable 
that the Baptist had, or expressed such 
views of the proB-existence of Christ, is not 
one for us to deal with, in the face of so 
direct a testimony as is given to the fact, 
here and in ch. iii. 27 ff. In all proba- 
bility, the Evangelist was himself a dis- 
ciple of the Baptist : and if he has given 
us, as compared with the other Evan- 
gelists, a fuller and somewhat difiering 
account of his testimony to Christ, it is 
because his means of information were 
ampler than those of the other Evan- 
gelists. The questioners seem to forget 
that the Baptist was divinely raised up 
and commissioned, and full of the Holy 
Ohost, and spoke in that power ; his de- 
clarations were not therefore merely con- 
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* Eph! L ^ * fulness [• have\ all we received, and grace for 

&0U.10: grace. For *the law was given ^hy Moses, but ^ grace 
and truth came ^hy Jesus Christ. ‘^No man hath seen 
uTv.iI* God at any time ; ® ^ the only-begotten Son, whi#h is in 
bRom. iu. 24 ; the bosom of the Father, he [^hatK] declared him. 

c ob. viii.82; xiv. 6. d Exod. xxxlii. 20. Deut. iv. 12. Matt. xi. 27. Luke x. 22. ch.Tl.4S. 1 Tim. 117: 

W. 10. 1 John iv. 12, 20. e ver. 14. ch. lii. Id, 18. 1 John iv. 0. 

^ render y 'OMt of. • omit. ^ render^ through. 

^ or, the only-begotten God : see note. ^ omit. 


elusions which he had arrived at by natural 
means, — the study of the prophecies, &c. : 
but inspirations and revelations of the 
Spirit. 16.] Origen blames Heracleon 
for terminating the testimony of John 
at the end of ver. 17, and makes it con- 
tinue to the end of ver. 18. But it can 
hardly be that his testimony extends beyond 
ver. 15, for all W6 (in ver. 16) would bear 
no very definite meaning in his mouth, and 
the assertions in ver. 17 are alien from 
the character of the Baptist, belonging as 
they do to the more mature development 
of Christian doctrines. I cannot doubt that 
this and the following verses belong to the 
JEvangeli^ty and are a carrying onwards 
of his declarations concerning the divine 
Word. Ver. 15 is not parenthetical, 

but confirmatory of ver. 14, and this verse 
grounds itself on the fact of ver. 14, cor- 
roborated by the testimony of ver. 15, — 
that He dwelt among usy and that we saw 
His glory y full of grace and truth, 
his fulness is that of which He was full, 
ver. 14. all we] All who believe 

on Him; see ver. 12. received, 

and . . .] ' Our relation to Him has been 
that of recipients out of His fulness, and 
the thing received has been ' . 

grace for grace] The ancient interpreta- 
tion, the New Covenant instead of the Old 
(Euthymius), is certainly wrong, for the 
received is spoken entirely of the times of 
the Incarnate Word : and besides, the law 
and grace are distinctly opposed to one 
another in the next verse. The prepo- 

sition rendered for {instead of) is properly 
used of any thing which supersedes 
another, or occupies its place. This is 
in lact its ordinary usage when exchange 
is spoken of : the possession of the thing 
gotten succeeds to, supersedes, the posses- 
sion of the thing given in exchange, and I 
possess one thing instead of (or, for) 
another. Thus also we have receivea 
grace for grace, continual accessions of 
grace ; new grace coming upon and super- 
seding the former. 17.] The con- 

nexion of this verse with the foregoing 
lies in the words his fulness (ver. 16), and 


in grace and truth (ver. 14). * We re- 
ceived from His fulness continual addi- 
tions of grace, because that fulness is noty 
like the law, a positive enactmenty finite 
and circumscribedy of which it could be 
said that it was given, but the bringing in 
of grace and truth y which caifle (came in, 
came to pass) by Jesus Christ.^ The 
fulness of Christ is set against the narrow- 
ness of positive enactment in the law. 
The distinction must not be lost sight of, 
nor denied, as Liicke attempts to do : for 
Bengel truly observes : No philosopher 
places his word?* so accurately, and observes 
their minute difierences, as John, especially 
in this chapter.^* 18.] ITie con- 

nexion is : ‘ Moses could not give out 
of the fulness of grace and truth, for he 
had no immediate sight of God, and no 
man can have : there is but One who 
can declare God, the only -begotten Son, 
who is no mere man, but abides in the 
bosom of the Father.' The sight of Ood 
here meant, is not only bodily sight 
(though of that it is true, see Exod. xxxiii. 
20: 1 Tim. vi. 16), but intuitive and in- 
fallible knowledge, which enables him who 
has it to declare the nature and will of 
God ; see ch. iii. 11 ; vi. 46 ; xiv. 7. 

The Evangelist speaks in .this verse in ac- 
cordance with the sayings of the Alexan- 
drine philosophy, whose phraseology he has 
adopted: Who hath seen Him, that he 
might tell us 1 Ecclus. xliii. 31. 
the only-begotten Son] A remarkable 
various reading, the only-begotten God, 
occurs here in many of our oldest MSS., 
versions, and Fathers. The evidence for 
and against it is given in full in my Gr. 
Test. (edn. 5.) It seems to have arisen 
from a confusion of the contracted forms 
of writing the words Son " and Ood ” 
in the Greek: the former being in our 
ancient MSS. written TC, the latter ec. 
The question, which reading to adopt, is 
one which, in the balance of authorities, 
must be provisionally decidetl by the con- 
sideration that as far as we can see, we 
should be introducing much harshness into 
the sentence, and a new and stcimge term 
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And this is ^the 7 record of John, when the Jews sent fch.v.w. 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art 
thou? And ^^he confessed, and denied not ; ^hut con- ^ gV®* 
fessed, fl am not the Christ. 21 they asked 
What then? Art thou ^ Elias ? And he saith, I am 


y render, testimony. 

into Scripture, by adopting only-begotten 
God : a consequence which ought to have 
no weight whatever where authority is 
overpowering, but may fairly be weighed 
where this is not so. I therefore retain 
the commonly received reading, only-be- 
gotten Son. wMob is in the bosom] 

The expression must not be understood as 
referring to^the custom of r^lining on the 
hosom, as in ch. xiii. 23 : for by this ex- 
planation confusion is introduced into the 
imagery, and the real depth of the truth 
hidden. The expression signifies, as Chry- 
sostom .observes. Kindred and oneness of 
essence and is derived from the fond 
and intimate union of child^n and parents. 
The present, which is, as in ch. iii. 13, is 
used to signify essential truth, without 
any particular regard to time. he] 

In the original this pronoun is very 
marked ; He, and none else : an emphatic 
exclusive expression. declared] Better 

than ‘ hath declared* as A. V. On the 
sense, see Matt. xi. 27. 

I. 19 — II. 11,] Inteoduotion of 
ChEIST to the WOELD : BY THE WIT- 
NESS OF John (w. 19—40) : by Himself 
(ver. 41 — ii. 11). 

19 — 28.] Til'S first witness home hy 
John to Jesus: before the deputation 
from the Sanhedrim. 19. the Jews] 

St. John alone of the Evangelists uses this 
expression ; — principally as designating the 
chiefs of the Jewish people, the members 
of the Sanhedrim. It is an interesting 
enquiry, what this usage denotes as to the 
author or date of our Gospel. Prof. Bleek 
has satisfactorily shewn that no inference 
can be deduced from it against the Jewish 
origin of the author, as some have en- 
deavoured to do; but it is rather con- 
firmatory of the belief that the Gospel was 
written after the Jews had ceased to be 
politically a nation, — and among Gentiles ; 
— the author himself contemplating these 
last as his readers. priests and 

Invites] This was 2 i formal deputation ; — 
prietits and Levites, constituting the tw'o 
classes of persons employed about the ser- 
vice of the temple (see Josh. iii. 3), are 
sent (Matt. xxi. 23) officially to enquire 
into the pretensions of the new Teacher 


* render, and he. 

(ver. 25), who had collected about him 
such multitudes (Matt. iii. 5), and had 
awakened popular expectation that he was 
the Messiah (Luke iii. 15). Who art 
thoni] The emphasis should be on the 
thou. The question is asked with reference 
to the popular doubts respecting him ; in 
an unbelieving and inquisitorial spirit, — 
compare Matt. iii. 7 ff., which had already 
taken place. Even among the learned, as 
well as among the people, there were con- 
siderable differences as to the prophecies 
respecting the Messiah : see ch. vii. 40 — 
52. 20.] He openly and formally 

confessed. This emphatic notice of his de- 
claration seems to be introduced not with 
any view of removing too high an esti- 
mate of John* s work and office, as some- 
times supposed, but rather to shew the 
importance of his testimony, which was so 
publicly and officially delivered, — that the 
Messiah was come (see ch. v. 33 — 35) ; 
and the way in which he depreciated him- 
self in comparison with Him who came 
after him. 21.] Our earliest MS. 

(the Vatican) reads here, Whett then art 
thou equivalent to What sayest thou of 
thyself 1 ver. 22. Art thou Elias 1] 

The whole appearance of John reminded 
them of Elias : — see Matt. iii. 4, and com- 
pare 2 Kings i. 8. Besides, his announce- 
ment that the Kingdom of God was at 
hand, naturally led them to the prophecy 
Mai. iv. 5. Lightfoot cites from the Rab- 
binical books testimonies, that the Jews 
expected a general purification or baptism 
before the coming of the Messiah (from 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, and Zech. xiii. 1), and 
that it would be administered by Elias. 

And he saith, I am not] The right 
explanation of this answer seems to be the 
usual one, — that the deputation asked the 
question in a mistaken and superstitious 
sense, meaning Elias bodily come down 
from heaven, who was expected to forerun 
and anoint the Messias. (Our liord seems 
to refer to the same extravagant notion in 
Matt. xi. 14, If ye will receive it, this is 
JSlias, which shall come.) In this sense, 
John was not Elias; nor indeed in any 
other sense, wa^ he Elias ; — but only (Luke 
i. 17) in the spirit and power of Klias, 
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not. Art thou ^^that prophet? And he answered, No. 

^ Then said they unto him, Who art thou ? that we may 
give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou 
o£ thyself? ^He said, I am the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness. Make straight the way of the Lord, as 
ii«a.xi. 8. isaid the prophet Esaias. ^ And they which were sent 
were of the Pharisees. And they asked him, and said 

unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor EUas, neither ^ that prophet ? ^6 John an- 
u sw^red them, saying, I baptize with water : " but there 

°Act«xir ‘4 among you, whom ye know not; 27 n 

is, who coming after me is ]greferred before me, whose shoe’s 

®- render, the. ^ render, iJiey Said therefore. 

® read and render, Now thev had been Sent by the Pharisees. 
^ read. He that cometh after me. 

Art thou the prophet 1] From the tion. 24. How they had been sent 

prophecy of Moses, Deut. xviii. 15, 18, the by the Pharisees] The reason of this 
Jews expected some particular prophet to explanation l^ing added is not very clear, 
arise, — distinct from the Messiah (this dis- Liicke refers it to the apparent hostility of 
tinction however was not held by all, see the next enquiry : but I confess I cannot 
ch. vi. 14), — whose coming was, like that see that it is more hostile than the pro- 
of Elias, intimately connected with that of ceding. Luthardt thinks that it imports, 
the Messiah Himself ; see ch. vii. 40, 41. there were some of the deputation present. 
In Matt. xvi. 14 we have * Jeremiah, or who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees, 
one of the prophets* apparently spoken as which the words will hardly bear. Might it 
representing this expected prophet. There not be to throw light on their question about 
seem to have been various opinions about baptizing, as the Pharisees were the most 
him; — all however agreeing in this, that precise about all ceremonies, lustrations, &c.? 
he was to be one of the old prophets raised Thus the explanation will refer to the 
from the dead (see also 2 Macc. ii. 1— -8). natwre of the following question. 26.] 
This John was not : and he therefore This question shews probably that they did 
answers this also in the negative. not interpret Isa. xl. 3 of any herald of the 

22.] Notice — they ever ask about his per- Messiah. They regarded baptism as a sig- 
son : he ever refers them to his office, niheant token of the approach of the Mes- 
He is no one — a voice merely : it is the sianic Kingdom, and they asked, * Why 
work of God, the testimony to Christ, baptizest thou, if thou art no forerunner of 
which is every thing. So the formalist the Messiah ?* 28, 27.] The latter 

ever in the church asks concerning any part of ver. 26 and beginning of ver. 27, as 
one who appears, IFho is he? while the read in our oldest and best authorities, 
witness for Christ only exalts, only cares runs, as in the corrected text, There stand- 
for Christ's work. 23.] These words, eth one among you whom ye know not, 
which by the other Evangelists are spoken He that oometh after me. The in- 
of John as the fulfilment of the prophecy, sertions, “ it is,** and “ is preferred before 
appear from this place to have been first so me** have been made by some one not 
used hg himself. They introduce the great aware of the meaning, and wishing to 
closing section of the prophecy of Isaiah square the verse with w. 15, 30. 

(ch. xT. — Ixvi.) so full of the rich promises The answer of the Baptist seems not to 
and revelations of the Messiah and His correspond to the question in ver. 25. This 
kingdom. Make straight (straighten) was noticed as early as Heracleon (Century 
is used as compendiously expressing the II.), who said, John answers the deputa- 
commands in the prophecy. By im- tion from the Pharisees not with reference 
plication, the Baptist, quoting this open- to what they asked, but what he himself 
ing prophecy of hhnself, announces the chose. This however is impugned at some 
approaching fulfilment of the whole sec- length by Origen, but hot on very con- 



22 — 28 . 


ST. JOHN. 


465 


latchet I am not worthy to unloose. ^8 These things were 
done in ^^Bethahara beyond Jordan, where John waspch.x.w. 
baptizing. 

® ready Bethany. 


vincing grounds. The truth seems to have 
been apprehended by Olshausen, — that the 
declaration of John that the Messiah was 
standing among them at that moment un- 
known to them, wow? an answer to their 
question demanding a legitimation of his 
^prophetic claims; — a sign that he was 
sent from God : — see ch. ii. 18. Olshausen 
also suggests that this may clear up the 
saying of the Jews in ch. x. 41 (see note 
there). In repeating this saying at other 
times (see Matt. iii. 11 and parallel places), 
the Baptist plainly states of the Messiah, 
that he should baptize them u4th the Holy 
Ghost (and fire), as here in ver. 33. Here, 
in speaking to those learned in the offices 
of the Messiah, he leaves that to be sup- 
plied. whose shoe*s latchet . . . .] 
See note on Matt. iii. 11. The latchet is 
the thong of the shoe or sandal, with which 
it was bound to the foot. • 28.] The 

common reading, Bethahara, is owing to a 
conjecture of Origen, the grounds of which 
he thus states:^ — “We are not ignorant, 
that in almost all our copies it is stated y 
‘ these things were done in Betharvy ;* and 
this seems to have been so read even before 
our time : for J have read it so in Hera- 
cleon. But I am persuaded that we ought 
not to read Bethany, but Bethabara ; for 
I have been on the spot, in my desire to 
track the footsteps of Jesus and of His 
Apostles and of the prophets. Bethany, 
as the Evangelist himself says, is only fifteen 
furlongs from Jerusalem, far away from 
the river Jordan, about 180 furlongs, 
roughly stated. Nor is there any place 
near the Jordan of the same name as 
Bethany : but they say that a place is 
shewn on the banks of the Jordan called 
Bethabara, where they relate that John 
baptized.” He goes on to shew from the 
etymology of the names that it must have 
been Bethabara; an argument which modem 
criticism will not much esteem. It will be 
seen that his testimony is decisive for the 
universality and authority of the reading 
Bethany, while for the other he only pro- 
duces a tradition, and that only at second- 
hand : * they say that such a place is 
shewn.^ That no Bethany beyond Jordan 
was laiown in his time proves but little ; — 
for 300 eventful years had changed the 
face of Palestine since these events, and 
the names and sites of many obscure 
places may have been forgotten. I ab- 
stain from ^enumerating modem conjec- 


tures on the identity of the two, or the 
etymology of the names, as being inde- 
cisive and unprofitable. The objection of 
Paulus, that beyond Jordan the Sanhe- 
drim had no authority, appears not to be 
founded in fact. The question whether 
this testimony of the Baptist is identical 
with that given by the other three Evan- 
gelists, especially by St. Luke (iii. 16), is, 
after all that has been said on it, not of 
great importance. The whole series of 
transactions here recorded, from ver. 15 
onwards, certainly happened after the bap- 
tism of our Lord; — for before that event 
John did not know Him as He that was 
to come : and “ standeth among you,** 
ver. 26, shews that he had so recognized 
Him (see below on *^the next day’*): 
whereas the testimony in Luke iii. 16 and 
parallel places, is as certainly given before 
the baptism. But since the great end of 
John’s mission was to proclaim Him who 
was coming after him, it is not only pro- 
bable, but absolutely necessary to sup- 
pose, that he should have delivered this 
testimony often, and under varying cir- 
cumstances : before the baptism, in the 
form given by St. Luke, “ One mightier 
than I comeih,** &c., and after it in this 
form, “ This is He of whom I said,** &c. 
(ver. 15), where his former testimony is 
distinctly referred to. And among John’s 
disciples and the multitudes who fre- 
quented his baptism, many reports of such 
his sayings would naturally be current. 
So that there is neither a real nor even an 
apparent contradiction between John and 
the other Evangelists. It is a far 

more important question, in what part 
of this narration the forty days* Temp- 
tation is to be inserted, IVom ver. 19 to 
ch. ii. 1 there is an unbroken sequence of 
days distinctly marked. Since then ver. 
19 must be understood as happening after 
the baptism, it must have happened after 
the Temptation also. And in this suppo- 
sition there is not the slightest difficulty. 
But when we have made it, it still re- 
mains to say whether at that tf5ne our 
Lord had returned from the Temptation 
or not. The general opinion of Harmo- 
nists has been, that the approach of Jesus 
to John in ver. 29 was His return after 
the Temptation, But this I think ques- 
tionable, on account of the standeth 
among you,** ver. 26; which I can only 
understand literally. I therefore believe 
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q|xod.xii.s. 29 The next day ^ John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 

85 saith, Behold ^ the Lamb of God, ^ which taketh away 

1 Pet. 1. 19. * R«v. V. 6, &c. r Isa. 1111. 11. 1 Cor. vr. 8. Gal. 1. 4. Hcb. 1. 8 ; U. 17 : lx. 28. 1 Pet. II. 24 s ill. 18. 

1 John IL 2: ill. 6 : Iv. 10. Bev. 1. 5. 

^ read, he. 


that the return from the Temptation to 
Bethany beyond Jordan had t^en place 
before the deputation arrived. 

29 — 34.] Second witness home hy John 
to Jesus : apparently before His disciples. 

29.] The next day (the morrow). 
Those who wish to introduce the Tempta- 
tion between vv. 28 and 29, interpret it, 
* on some day after, ^ Thus Euthym., " the 
next day ; tliat is, the next after his re- 
turn from the wilderness.^* But this sense, 
although certainly found in the Old Testa- 
ment, — see Gen. xxx. 33 time to 

comef JSeb. ** to-morrow'*), — is not ac- 
cording to the usage of St. John (see ch. 
vi. 22 ; xii. 12), and would be quite alien 
from the precision of this whole portion 
of the narrative, which, ver. 40, specifies 
even the hours of the day. I understand 
it therefore literally, both here and in 
vv. 35 and 44. coming unto him] 

It is not said whence, or why, or whether 
for the purpose of an interview, or not; 
the fact merely is related, for the sake of 
the testimony which follows. I mention 
this, because on these points difiiculties 
have been raised. Behold the Lamb 

of God] This is one of the most important 
and difficult sayings in the New Testa- 
ment. The question to be answered is. 
In calling Jesus by so definite a name as 
the Lamb of God, to what did John refer ? 
And this question is intimately connected 
with that of the meaning of the following 
words, which taketh away the sin of the 
world, (a) The title must refer to some 
known and particular lamb, and cannot 
be a mere figure for a just and holy man, 
as some suppose. It is inconceivable, that 
the Lamb of God should, in a testimony so 
precise and formal as this of the Baptist, 
be nothing but an hyperbole, and that one 
wholly unprecedented, and to his hearers 
unintelligible. Had no doctrinal consi- 
derations been at stake, we may safely say 
that this interpretation would never have 
been proposed. In its bearing on the 
latter clause of the verse, it is equally un- 
tenable. These interpreters make which 
iaheth away the sin of the world to 
mean, " who shall, though innocent, have, 
throughout his life, grievous experience 
of the wickedness of men, but shall, like a 
lamb, bear the evils indicted upon him 
with a patient and gentle mind” (Gabler) ; 
or, “ He shall remove the sins of men, i. e. 


wickedness, out of the earth.** The first 
of these meanings of the verb rendered 
“ take away" is altogether without example. 
The second, though common enough in 
other connexions, is never found in con- 
nexion with sin." The common-sense 
account of this part of the matter is : — 
John wished to point out Jesus as the 
Messiah : he designates Him as the lamb 
of God; he therefore referred to some 
definite lamb, — revealed by God, sent by 
God, pleasing to God, or in some meaning 
especially, of' God. Whence 9iid this idea 
come ? (ft) Can John have referred 

to the paschal lamb ? Further than the 
very use of the name brings in with it the 
general typical use of the animal, and 
thus this particular use may lie in the 
background, I think not,— And for this 
reason; — The ruling idea in the paschal 
sacrifice has no connexion, in any sense of 
the words, with taking away sin. How- 
ever, by the light now thrown back on it 
since the Spirit has opened the things of 
Christ, we discern this typical meaning in 
the sprinkling of the blood (see 1 Cor. 
V. 7), — in the Jewish mind, no mention 
being made of sin or the removing of 
sin in any connexion with the paschal 
lamb, the two could not be brought for- 
ward, in such an announcement as this, in 
close connexion with one another. 

(c) Can the reference be to the lamb of 
the daily morning and evening sacrifice ? 
or to the sacrificial lamb generally ? With 
the same reservation as above, I think not : 
for (1) this expression is too definite to 
have so general and miscellaneous a refer- 
ence; (2) of many animals which were 
used for sacrifice, the lamb was only one, 
and that one not by any means so promi- 
nent as to serve as a type for the whole : 
and (3) the lamb (with only two excep- 
tions, Levit. iv. 32 ; Num. vi. 14, in both 
which cases it was to be a female, as if for 
express distinction from the ordinary use 
of the lamb) was never used for a sin- 
tering, properly so called and known. 
The question is not, whether Christ be not 
typified by all these offerings, which we 
now know to be the case (1 Pet. i. IQ al.), 
but whether the Baptist is likely to have 
referred to them in such words as these, 
id) There remains but one reference, and 
that is, to the prophetic announcement vn 
Isa. liii. 7. The whole of th^ latter sec- 
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the sin of the world, so b jg Qf 'whom I said, After «ver.i6.27. 
me cometh a man which ^ is preferred before me : for he 
was before me. si I knew him not : but that he 

% ^ render, taketh place. 


tion of Isaiah, as before remarked on ver. 
23, is Messianic, and was so understood 
by the Jews (see my Hulsean Lectures for 
1841, pp. 62 — 66). We have there the 
servant of God (the Messiah) compared 
to a lamh brought to the slaughter (liii. 
7), and it is said of Him (ib. ver. 4), “He 
hath borne our griefs (in the LXX, “ bear- 
eth our sins and carried our sorrows — 
ver. 5, “ He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions ” — ver. 6, “ The Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all^' (in tlie 
LXX, “delivered Him to our ^s ”) — ver. 8, 
“ He was cut off out of the land of the 
living, for the transgression of my people 
was He stricken ” — ver. 12, “ He bare the 
sins of many and made intercession for the 
transgre8soi*B ” (in the LXX, “ and was de- 
livered because of their iniquities ''). So 
that here, and here only, w»have the con- 
nexion of which we are in search, — 
between the lamh^ and the hearing or 
taking axoay of sin, — expressly stated, so 
that it could be formally referred to in a 
testimony like the present. And I have 
therefore no doubt that this was the 
reference. (e) We have now to en- 

quire into the specific meaning of Which 
taketh away the sin of the world (see 
above under [a]). The verb rendered 
taketh away answers to a Hebrew verb, 
which is used frequently in the O. T., in 
connexion with sin, in the sense of hear- 
ing its punishment see Levit. xxiv. 15; 
Num. V. 31 ; xiv. 34 : Ezek. iv. B ; xxiii. 
35 al. A form of this very Greek verb is 
used by the LXX in the sense of taking 
away sin and its guUt by expiation ; see in 
our English Bible, Levit. x. 17. The word 
in our verse will bear either of these mean- 
ings, or both conjoined ; for if the Lamb 
is to suffer the burden of the sins of the 
world, and to take away sin and its guilt 
by expiation, this result must be accom- 
plished by the offering of Himself. But 
{f) it is objected, that this view of a suffer- 
ing Messiah, and of expiation by the suffer- 
ings of one, was alien from the Jewish 
expectations ; — and that the Baptist (see 
Matt. xi. 2 fif. and note) cannot himself 
havq^had any such view. But the answer 
to this may be found in the fact that 
the ^dew, though not generally prevalent 
among the Jews, was by no means un- 
known to many. The application by the 
early Jewi^i expositors of Isa. liii. to the 


Messiah, could hardly have been made, 
without the idea of the suffering and death 
of their Messiah being present^ to their 
minds. The same would be the case in 
the whole sacrificial oeconomy : — the re- 
moval of guilt (which was universally 
ascribed to the Messiah) by suffering and 
death would be familiarized to their minds. 
Traces of this are found in their own 
writings. In 2 Macc. vii. 37, 38, the last 
of the seven brethren thus speaks before 
his martyrdom : — “ But I, as my brethren, 
offer up my body and life for the laws of 
our fathers, beseeching God that He would 
speedily be merciful unto our nation ; and 
that thou by torments and plagues mayest 
confess, that He alone is God : and that in 
me and my brethren the wrath of the 
Almighty which is justly brought upon all 
our nation, may cease.” And Josej)hu8 
says of these same martyrs, that they 
were “ as it were a ransom for the nation^s 
sin : and by means of the blood of those 
pious ones and the propitiation of their 
death, divine Providence saved afflicted 
Israel.” The whole history of the sacri- 
fices and devotions of the heathen world 
abounds with examples of the same idea 
variously brought forward; and to these 
the better -informed among the Jews could 
be no strangers. And as to the Baptist 
himself, we must not forget that the power 
of the Holy Spirit which enabled him to 
recognize by a special sign the Redeemer, 
also spoke in him, and therefore his words 
would not be the result of education 
merely, or his own reasoning, but of that 
kind of intuitive perception of divine 
truth, which those have had who have 
been for any special purpose the organs 
of the Holy Ghost. As regards Matt, 
xi. 3, the doubt on the mind of John 
there expressed does not appear to have 
touched at all on the matter now in ques- 
tion, — but to have rather been a form 
of expressing his impatience at the slow 
and quiet progress of Him of whom he 
expected greater things and a more rapid 
, public manifestation. 80.] See on ver. 
15. 81.] On the apparent discrepancy 

between this statement, I knew him not, 
and St. Matthew's narrative, I have stated 
my view on Matt. iii. 14. Both accounts 
are entirely consistent with the supposi- 
tion that John had been from youth 
upwards acquainted with our Lord, and 
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t May ‘[j should be made manifest to Israel, * therefore 9 am I come 

70! 77:* baptizing with water. “ And John bare ^ record^ saying, 
nMatVi'ii.i0. I the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 
Lukeiii.22. it k abode upon him. And I knew him not : but he that 

cn. y. oz. 

sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me. 
Upon ^whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, *the same is he which baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghost. 34^^ I ^saw, and ^bare record that 
this is the Son of God. 

9 render^ came I. ^ render, witness, 

i render, have beheld. ^ better, remained. 

1 render, whomsoever. “ render, have seen. 

^ render^ have bome witness. 


indeed may have in his own mind be- 
lieved Him to be the Christ : — but having 
(ver. 33) a special sign appointed him, by 
wliich to recognize Him as such, — until 
that sign was given, he, like the rest of the 
people (the words may be rendered, I also, 
as well as you, see ver. 26), had no certain 
knowledge of Him. He Wette gives the 
sense well: “This testimony (ver. 30) does 
not rest upon my long personal acquaintance 
with Him, but on that which happened 
during my work of baptizing.'^ but that 
he should be made manifest] Justin Martyr 
represents Trypho the Jew saying, “ Even 
if Christ has been bom and exists some- 
where, he is unknown, and is not even con- 
scious of his own identity, until Elias shall 
eome and anoint him and make him manU 
fest to all.’^ But our narrative is not 
built upon any such Jewish belief, for it is 
evidently only as a spiritual preparation, 
through repentance, for the knowledge of 
Him, that John regarded his baptism, not 
as any thing making Him manifest to all. 

32, 33.] “ What follows, is testi- 
mony, properly so called : what is said 
from ver, 29 f. was demonstration follow- 
ing on testimony. In the continued dis- 
course of the Baptist the Evangelist as it 
were interposes a parenthesis, * And John 
hare witness, saying,^ ** Bengel. The 

occurrence related l3y John happened at 
the baptism of Jesus, which is therefore 
here presupposed as known. Although 
this has been questioned, I cannot see how 
it can be reasonably doubted. We cannot 
surely suppose that such a sign was twice 
shewn. On the appearance itself, see note 
Matt, iii, 16, The account here given con- 
firms the view which I have there main- 
tained, that the appearance was confined 
to our Lord and the Baptist: he was to 
receive the sign, and then to testify to the 


others, who were not themselves yet the 
bearers, but the recipients of testimony : — 
“ It was seen, in a kind of spiritual vision, 
by John alone.’’ Theodore of Mopsuestia. 

I have beheld, in reference to the 
sign divinely intimated to him, in the 
abiding fulfilmtnt of which he now stood. 
So again below, ver. 34. it remained 
upon him] By some appearance which is 
not described, the Holy Spiiit was mani- 
fested to John as not removing from 
Jesus again, hut remaining on Him. But 
we are not to understand that he had 
seen the Spirit descending on others, and 
not remaining ; for (see ch. vii. 39; Acts i. 
5 ; xix. 2 ff.) the gift of the Holy Spirit 
did not ordinarily accompany John’s bap- 
tism, but only in this one case; and its 
occurrence was to point out to him the 
Messiah. the same is he which bap- 

tizeth with the Holy Clhost] Here again 
we seem to have a reference to the cycle 
of narratives of the three other Gospels, 
for our Evangelist has not before men- 
tioned this office of the Messiah. 

34.] A solemn reiteration of his testi- 
mony, after the mention of the giving oi 
this token by Him who sent him And 
I have seen (accordingly) &c. 

The token must have been given to the 
Baptist hy a special revelation, which also 
revealed to him his own errand and office ; 
so Luke iii. 2, “ The word of Ood came 
unto John the son of Zacharias in the 
wilderness.** The perfect tense in this 
verse is stronger than the present, — I have 
seen (on the perf. see above ver. 32) and 
have borne witness— -it is a reference to 
his testimony at the time, as a thing on 
record in their memories, and as still con- 
tinuing. the Son of God] See ver. 18 
= the Word made fiesh, the Messiah. 

On the import of the descent o^ the Spirit 
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35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 
disciples ; 30 and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he 
saith, y Behold the Lamb of God! 37 And the two dis-yver.w, 
ciples lieard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 o Then 
Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto 
them. What seek ye ? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which 
is to say, being interpreted. Master,) where dwellest thou P 
39 He saith unto them. Come and see. They came and 
saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day : [P /or] 
it was about the tenth hour. ^ One of the two which 
heard John speak, and followed him, was ® Andrew, Simon *Matt.iv.i8. 
Peter’s brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, 

® f^ender^ But. • P omit. 


on Jesns at his baptism, I may remark, 
that the Personal Word, Who became Jlesh 
in our Lord, and was subjected to all the 
laws of human development in infancy, 
childhood, youth, — evermore in an especial 
degree under the leading* of the Holy 
Spirit, by whose agency the Incarnation 
had taken place, — was the Recipient of 
this fulness of the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost ; and that herein consisted the real 
depth and propriety of this sign; — the 
abiding of the Spirit without measure 
(ch. iii. 34) on Him indicated beyond 
doubt that He was the Word become 
Jlesh — for no mere human intelligence 
could be thus receptive of the Holy Spirit 
of God;— we receive Him only as we can, 
only as far as our receptivity extends, — 
by measure; but He, into the very ful- 
ness and infinite capacities of His divine 
Being. 

35 — 43J Qfi account of the testimony 
of John, first Andrew, and another of his 
disciples, and through Andrew, Simon 
Peter, become acquainted with Jesus. 

35. the next day after] See on ver. 29. 
I can hardly suppose, with De Wette, that 
these two had been absent on the preceding 
day. Rather, what they then heard seems 
to have made a powerful impression on 
their minds, so that the repetition of the 
notice is now the signal for them to follow 
Jesus. (On the second disciple, see below 
on ver. 41.) 37.] We must not un- 

derstand followed in the narrower sense 
which it bears when they left all andfol- 
Imvedt Him ; but here only of mechanical 
going after Him, wishing to know some- 
what of Him,^^ as Euthymius says. 

38.] On What leek ye! Euthymius re- 
marks, “ This was not asked in ignorance, 
seeing that witnesses the inner thoughts 


of men’s minds, but that He might attach 
them to Himself by the enquiry, and give 
them confidence. It is likely that they 
were bashful as yet and in perplexity, as 
being unacquainted with Him.” 

They ask where dwellest thou ! wishing 
to find Him alone and in quiet. Euthy- 
mius. They enquire after His place of 
lodging for the night, intending to visit 
Him there ; or perhaps he was then appa- 
rently going thither, as it was late in the 
day. But He furthers their wisli by in- 
viting them to follow, and they will see. 

39. about the tenth hour] i. e. 4 f.m., 
according to the Jewish reckoning; not, 
as some have thought, 10 a.m., according 
to that of the Romans. Our Evangelist 
appears always to reckon according to the 
Jewish method, see ch. iv. 6, 52 ; xix. 
14, and notes, but especially ch. xi. 9. 
And as Liicke remarks, even among the 
Romans, the division of the day into twelve 
equal hours was, though not the civil, the 
popular way of computing time. 

They remained with Him the rest of that 
day, which would be four or five hours, 
and need not strictly be limited by sunset. 

40.] Who the other disciple was, is 
not certain : but considering (1) that the 
Evangelist never names himself in his 
Gospel, and (2) that this account is so 
minutely accurate as to specify even the 
hours of the day, and in aU respects bears 
marks of an eye-witness, and again (3) 
that this other disciple, from this last cir- 
cumstance, certainly would have been 
named, had not the name been suppressed 
for some especial reason, we are justified 
in inferring that it was the Evangelist 
himself. And such has been the general 
opinion. Euthymius, mentioning this, gives 
an alternative which is hardly probable: 

Ii 
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and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, 
being interpreted, [P the\ Christ. And he brought him 
to Jesus. ^ And when Jesus beheld him, he said. Thou art 
aMatt.xvi.i8. Simou the son of ^ Jona: *thou shalt be called ^Cephas, 
bch.xii. 2 i. which is by interpretation, ^A stone, 

dGen!m.i5; 43 Xho day following Jesus ^ would go forth into Galilee, 
and findeth Philip, and saith unto him. Follow me. 
® vi?'u\ 6* ^ ^Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Mic^. 2 . Peter. Philip findeth 'Nathanael, and saith unto him. 
We have found him, of whom ** Moses in the law, and 

xxlv. 27. 

^L5?eiL4!‘ 1'^® 'prophets, did write, Jesus of ^ Nazareth^ the son of 
P omit, ^ render^ But Jesus looked on him and said. 

^ render, JonaS. ® render y Peter. ^ render, WaS minded to. 

^ render, Jesus, the son of Joseph, which is from Nazareth. 


that this disciple may have been one of 
those who were but little known or dis- 
tinguished. 41. Hessias] Heb., the 

Anointed ; the well-known name of the 
expected Deliverer. In the interpretation, 
it should be Christ, not the Christ : it is 
the two words which are here identified, 
not the two titles. 42.] This is evi- 
dently the^r^^ bestowal of the new name 
on Simon ; and it is done from our Lord's 
prophetic knowledge of his future charac- 
ter; see note on Matt. xvi. 18. 

Kapha in Aramaic, Kaph in Hebrew, a 
stone. But the rendering of Petros in 
this verse should be as in margin, Peter, 
not as in A. V., a stone. The Greek name 
Peter became the prevalent one in the apos- 
tolic Church very soon : St. Paul uses both 
names indiscriminately. I own I can- 
not but think that the knowledge of Simon 
shewn by the Lord is intended to he mira- 
culous. So also Stier, “ I know who and 
what thou art from thy birth till thy pre- 
sent coming to me I name thee, I 

give thee a new name, I know what I will 
make of thee in thy following of Me and 
for my Kingdom." The emphatic use of 
looked on him here (it is not so emphatic 
in ver. 36, but still even there may imply 
fixed contemplation, in the power of the 
Spirit, who suggested the testimony) is 
hardly accountable except on this explana- 
tion of supernatural knowledge. Similarly 
Abram, Sara, Jacob, received new names 
in reference to the covenant and promises 
of God to them. 

48 — 62.] The calling of Philip and Na- 
thanael, 43. The day following] Appa- 
rently, the day after the naming of Peter ; 
and if so, the next hut one after the visit 
of Andrew and the other disciple, and the 
fourth day after ver, 19. Our Lord 


is on the point of setting out from the 
valley of the Jordan to Galilee, and finds 
Philip, with whom there is every reason 
to believe He was previously acquainted 
(see ver. 45). Here we find Jesus himself 
calling a discf[)le, for the first time. But 
Follow me does not here bear its strict 
apostolic sense ; the expression, “ We have 
found^* afterwards, and the going to search 
for others to bo disciples, unites Philip to 
the company of those who have been before 
mentioned, who we know were not imme- 
diately or inseparably attached as followers 
to Jesus. 44.] This is Bethsaida on 
the Western bank of the lake of Genne- 
saret; another Bethsaida (Julias) lay at 
the top of the lake, on the Jordan. See 
note on Ijuke ix. 10. 46.] It does 

not appear where Nathanael was found : 
but he is described, ch. xxi. 2, as of Cana 
of Oalilee : and as we find Jesus there in 
ch. ii. 1, it is probable the call may have 
taken place in its neighbourhood. Natha- 
nael (meaning, “ the gift of God," corre- 
sponding to Theodore or Theodosius in 
Greek) is mentioned only in these two 
places. From them we should gather 
that he was an apostle ; and as his name 
is nowhere found in the catalogues of the 
twelve, but Philip is associated in three 
of them. Matt. x. 3 : Mark iii. 18 : Luke 
vi. 14, with Bartholomew, it has been sup- 
posed that Nathanael and Bartholomew 
were the same person (see note on Matt. 
X. 3). This is however mere conjecture. 

lloaes in the law] Probably in Deut. 
xviii. 15 ; but also in the promises totlbra- 
ham, Gen. xvii. 7 al. : and in the prophecy 
of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10, and the prophets, 
passim ; see the references. the son 

of Joseph, which is from Nazareth] This 
expression seems to shew previfsus acquaint- 
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Joseph, And Nathanael said unto him, » Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith unto 
him, Come and see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 
him, a»d saith of him, Behold ^an Israelite indeed, hi 
whom is no guile. ^ Nathanael saith unto him, Whence Simlh.lSi, 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, 

Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and said unto 


him, Rabbi, 'thou art the Son 

ance on the part of Philip with Jesns. No 
stress can be laid, as has been most unfafrly 
done, on Jesus being called by Philip, the 
son of Joseph, as indicating that the his- 
tory of His birth and childhood, as related 
by St. Matthew and St. Luke, was unknown 
to St. John. Philip expresses what was 
the prevailing beliefs in the ordinary words, 
as Olshausen remarks. In an admirable 
note, Neander remarks, that by combining 
the two declarations of John, that in Jesus 
the JEtemal Word of Ood became flesh 
(ver. 14), and that ‘ that which is born of 
the flesh is flesh^ (ch. iii. 6), we cannot es- 
cape the inference, that a supernatural 
working of God in the conception of the 
Man Christ Jesus i^ implied. 46.] 
As Liicke observes, the meaning of this 
question is simpler than at first sight 
appears. It is impossible that Nathanael, 
himself a GalilaBan, could apeak from any 
feeling of contempt for Galilee generally : 
and we have no evidence that Nazareth was 
held in contempt among the Galilceans. 
He alluded therefore to the smallness and 
insignificance of the town in proportion 
to the great things which were now pre- 
dicated of it. Nazareth is never named in 
the O. T. nor in Josephus. 47,] The 

Evangelist certainly intends a supernatural 
insight by the Lord into Nathanaers cha- 
racter to be here understood ; and there is 
probably no reference at all to the ques- 
tion which Nathanael had just asked. To 
suppose that Jesus overheard that ques- 
tion, is just one of those perfectly gra- 
tuitous assumptions which the very Com- 
mentators who here make this supposition 
are usually the first to blame. Compare 
ch. ii. 25. an Israelite indeed] *An 
Israelite who truly answers to the inner and 
honourable meaning of the name.' When 
we reflect what was contained in that 
name, •and Who it is that speaks, we can 
hardly agree with De Wette that the 
words are spoken merely in the spirit in 
which every nation attaches some peculiar 
virtue, and especially those of openness 
and strmghfl&rwardness, to itself. 


of God; thou art ^tbe 

Our Lord probably referred to Ps. xv. 

48 .] The remark was overheard by 
Nathanael, and recognized as indicating 
perfect knowledge of his character. The 
question. Whence knowest thou me 1 is one 
of astonishment, but not perhaps yet of 
suspicion of any thing supernatural. Our 
Lord's answer first opens this to him. 
Before that &c.] The whole form of our 
Lord's answer seems to indicate that the 
place where Philip called Nathanael was 
not now in sight, nor had been. The de- 
claration that Jesus had seen him there, at 
once brings the conviction which he ex- 
presses in the next verse. This would 
not have been the case, unless the sight 
had been evidently and unquestionably 
supernatural : and unless the words “ when 
thou wast under the fig tree** involved this. 
Had Jesus merely seen Nathanael without 
being seen by him, or had saw thee** 
only expressed knew thy character f 
at first sight, ‘ although at a distance, no 
such immediate conviction would have fol- 
lowed* when thou wast under the 
fig tree, says Words w., “ is something more 
than merely * under the fig tree* would 
be : it indicates retirement thither as well 
as concealment there, — perhaps for pur- 
poses of prayer and meditation." In fact 
it contains in it, * when thou wentest under 
the fig tree, and while thou wert there.' 

49 .] The answer expresses, ‘ Thou art the 
Messiah see Ps. ii. 7 : ch. xi. 27 ; Matt, 
xvi. 16 : Luke xxii. 70. Olshausen main- 
tains that the Son of God was not a Jewish 
appellation for the Messiah, — on account 
of the Jews taking up stones to cast at 
Jesus when He so <^led Himself, ch. x. 33. 
Hut as Liicke observes, it was not for the 
mere use of this Name, — but for using it 
in a close and literal sense which was un- 
intelligible and appeared blasphemous to 
them, ‘ I and My Father are one,' — that 
they wished to stone Him ; see note on 
ch. X. 36. It was certainly not so common 
a name as ‘ the Son of David,' for the Mes- 
siah. Nathanael can hardly have meant 
the name in other than its popular mean- 
I 2 
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King of Israel. Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, 
believest thou P thou shalt see greater things than these. 
And he saith unto him. Verily, verily, I say uilto you, 
Sereafter\ ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of 
Luke^i.9^ God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 
ictVL 10 . II- ^ the third day there was a marriage in Cana 

^ render^ From henceforth : hut several of our oldest authorities omit the 
word* 


ing ; and the synonymous and better known 
appellation which he adds, confirms this. 

60.] Our Lord says this not in 
blame, mther in praise of the simple and 
honest expression of NathanaePs convic- 
tion ; but principally to shew him, that if 
he believed by reason of this comparatively 
small proof of His divine power, his faith 
would increase from stren^h to strength 
at the greater proofs which should from 
that time forward be given. There is 

no need to understand our Lord’s reply as 
a question; it may be, thou believest. 
The question is perhaps most natural here : 
but see notes on the similar sentences, ch. 
xvi. 31, and ch. xx. 29. 51.] Verily, 

verily is peculiar to St. John. The other 
Evangelists use ^verily’ once only in such 
asseverations. Stier remarks, .that the 
Verily, verily, I say unto you of the Lord, 
is spoken in His coequality with the Father: 
not as the ‘Thus saith the Lord’ of the 
prophets. unto you] The words fol- 

lowing are then spoken to all the disciples 
present, not only to Nathanael. With 
or without From henceforth, the meaning 
will be much the same. The glories of a 
period beginning from the opening of the 
Lord’s public ministry, and at this day 
not yet com'pletedj are described. For it 
is not the outward visible opening of the 
material heavens, nor ascent and descent 
of angels in the sight of men, which our 
Lord here announces ; but the series of glo- 
ries which was about to be unfolded in His 
Person and Work from that time forward. 
Luther beautifully says: “When Christ 
became man and had entered on His minis- 
terial office and begun to preach, then was 
the heaven opened, and remains open ; and 
has from thed time, since the baptism of 
Christ in the Jordan, never been shut, and 
never will be shut, although we do not see 
it with our bodily eyes . . . Christ says 
this: ‘Ye are now heaveiily citizens, and 
have your citizenship above in the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and are in communion with the 
holy angels, who shall without intermission 
ascend and descend about you.’” 


The opening of heaven is a symbolical 
expression, signifying the imparting of 
divine grace, help, and revelation. See 
Gen. xxviii. 10 — 17 : Ezek. i. 1 : Isa. vi. 
1: Mai. iii.#10 : Isa. Ixiv. 1: also Deut. 
xi. 17 : 1 Kings viii. 35. The words 

have a plain reference to the ladder of 
Jacoby and imply that what he then saw 
was now to receive its fulfilment: that 
He, the Son of Man, was the dwelling of 
God and the gate of Heaven, and that 
through Hin^ and on Him in the first 
place, was to descend all communication 
of help and grace from above. That 
no allusion is meant to the Transfigura- 
tion, or the Agony, is plain ; for all those 
here addressed did not witness these ap- 
pearances, but Peter and John only; nor 
to the Ascension, for they did not see 
heaven opened, nor did angels ascend nor 
descend. The above has, remarks 

Olshausen, been the interpretation of all 
Commentators of any depth in all times : 
Origen as well as Augustine, Luther as 
well as Calvin, Liicke as well as Tlioluck : 
and I may add, De Wette as well as Stier. 

the Son of man] An expression 
originally (as appears) derived, in its Mes- 
sianic sense, from Dan. vii. 13, 14, and 
thenceforward used as one of the titles of 
the Messiah (see ch. xii. 34). It is never 
predicated of our Lord by any but Himself, 
except in Acts vii. 56 by Stephen, in allu- 
sion apparently to Matt. xxvi. 64, and — 
v/hich is hardly an exception — in the pas- 
sages of the Revelation (ch. i. 13 ; xiv. 14) 
which are almost citations from Daniel. 

ChI-P. II. 1 — 11.] The miracle of turn- 
ing water into wine : the first fulfilment 
of the announcement in ch, i. 51 : see ver. 
11. 1.] the third day — reckoned 

from the day of Nathanael’s calling. 
Tliere would thus be bat one day between 
that event and the marriage. • 

Cana of Galilea, see ch. iv. 46 not far 
from Capernaum. Josephus calls it “ a 
Tillage of Oalilee** There is a Kanah 
in Josh. xix. 28, in the tribe of Asher, 
which must be distinct from«fhis, Jerome 
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of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: ^ and 
both Jesus was called^ and his disciples, to the marriage. 
3 And when * they wanted wine^ the mother of Jesus saith 

^ ^ render, Jesus also was bidden. 

* render, the wine failed. 


however believes it to have been the same. 
This was the residence, and probably birth- 
place, of Nathanael. If his calling took 
place in its neighbourhood, our Lord may 
have gone on and spent the intervening 
day at Nazareth. Dr. Rf>biiison satis- 
factorily establishes that K;&,na-el-Jelll, 
about 3 hours N. § E. from Nazareth, is 
the site of this miracle. The name is iden- 
tical, and so stands in the Arabic Version 
of the N. T. He shews this ^o have been 
recognized in early tradition, and its 
honour to have been only recently usurped 
by Kefr Kenna, a village IJ hour n.e. 
from Nazareth, on one of the roads to 
Tiberias. See a very interesting descrip- 
tion of K4na-el- Jelil in The Land and the 
Book,” pp. 426, 427. Jthe mother of 
Jesus] St. John never names her, as being 
already w^ell known ; or perhaps more pro- 
bably from his own intimate connexion 
with her, in pursuance of the injunction 
ch. xix. 26, 27. He never names either 
himself, or his own brother, James. 

2. and his disciples] It does not appear 
who these were, unless we assume that they 
were those called in ch. i., which seems 
most probable. John himself was most 
likely present. He does not relate so cir- 
cumstantially any thing which he had not 
witnessed. In this case, there must 

liave been some other reason for the in- 
vitation, besides mere previous acquaint- 
ance. This would be the probable reason 
for Jesus himself being invited ; but the 
disciples, being from various places in the 
district, can hardly all have been (De 
Wette) friends of the family. The fact 
of Jesus having attached disciples to Him- 
self must have been known, and they 
were doubtless invited from consideration 
to Him. Our Lord at once oj>ens 
His ministry with the character which 
He gives of himself. Matt. xi. 18, 19, as 
distinguished from the asceticism of John, 
He also, as Trench admirably remarks 
(Miracles, edn. 2, p. 98, note), gives us his 
own testimony against the tendency which 
our indolence ever favours, of giving up 
those •things and occasions to the world 
and the devil, which we have not Christian 
boldness to mingle in and purify. Even 
Cyprian, for instance, proscribes such fes- 
tivals, — Let the wicked feasts and licen- 
tious banqudl» at marriages be avoided, of 


which the contagion is perilous.” And 
such is the general verdict of modern 
religionism, which would keep the leaven 
distinct from the lump, for fear it should 
become unleavened. The especial honour 
conferred upon marriage ■ by the Lord 
should also be noticed. “ He here adorned 
and beautified it with his presence, and 
first miracle that he wrought.” 

8 .] There is no necessity to suppose that 
the feast had lasted several days, as De 
Wette and Liicke do. It has been sug- 
gested that the unexpected presence of 
the disciples may have occasioned a failure 
in the previously sufficient supply : a gloss 
in one of the old Latin MSS. has, “ And it 
came to pass, that through the great 
number of guests the wine was used up.” 

The mother of Jesus evidently is in 
a position of authority (see ver. 5) in the 
house, which was probably that of a near 
relative. The conjectures and traditions 
on the subject are many, and wholly un- 
satisfactory. A graver question arises 
as to the intent with which this, They have 
no wine, was said. She cannot have had 
from experience any reason to suppose 
that her Son would work a miracle, for 
this (ver. 11) was His first. Chrysostom 
and others suggest that, knowing Him to 
be Wlio He was, she had been by the 
recent divine acknowledgment of Him 
and His calling disciples to Himself, led to 
expect the manifestation of His Messianic 
power about this time; and here seemed 
an occasion for it. Some of the other 
explanations are : “ that she had always 
found Him a wise counsellor, and men- 
tioned the want to Him merely that He 
might suggest some way of remedying it.” 
Cocceius. “ Do thou depart, that the 
other guests may do the same, before the 
lack of wine is noticed.” Bengel. “ That 
by some pious exhortation He might pre- 
vent the guests from feeling annoyance, 
and at the same time spare the bride- 
groom’s shame.” Calvin. ‘‘ Jesus had 
wrought miracles, but in secret, before 
this.” Tholuck. On the whole, the 

most probable explanation is that of Liicke, 
which somewhat modifies the first here 
mentioned, — that our Lord Himself had 
recently given some reason to expect that 
He would shew forth His glory by won- 
derful works. So, very nearly, Stier. 
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unto him, They have no wine. ^ Jesus saith unto her, 
bsofsam®' ® Woman, ^what have I to do with thee? ®mine hour is 
not yet come. ^ His mother saith unto the servants, 
och.vii.6. "Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. ® And thatfe were 

dMarkvii.8. sct thcrc six waterpots of stone, ^ after the manner of the 


purifying of the Jews, 

4 .] The answer of our Lord is beyond 
question one of reproof and disclaimer of 
participation in the grounds on which the 
request was made. See instances, besides 
retf,, in Josh. xxii. 24; Mark i. 24. And 
so all the early expositors understood it. 
Irenaeus says, “The Lord, repelling her 
unseasonable urgency, said,^^ &c. ; — and 
Chrysostom, “ She wished .... to gain 
glory to herself by means of her Son,’* 
and therefore He “answered her with 
severity.” The Romanist expositors 

mostly endeavour to divest the answer 
of any aspect of rebuke, and maintain 
that it was so uttered for our sakes 
alone, to teach us that He did not perform 
His miracles from regard to human affinity, 
but solely from love and His object of 
manifesting His glory. So Maldonatus. 
And this is true ; — but first among those 
to be taught this, was she herself who had 
tempted Kim to work a miracle from that 
regard. It has perhaps not been 

enough noticed, that in this answer the 
Lord declares His period of subjection to 
her as His earthly parent to be at an end. 
Henceforth His thoughts are not her 
thoughts. At twelve years of age, see 
Luke ii. 49, He answers ' thy father and 
I,’ by ‘ My Father : now, He is to be no 
longer beWe the world as Marges son, 
but as sanctified by the Father and sent 
into the world : — compare Matt. xii. dS — 
60, and Luke xi. 27, 28. Woman] 

There is no reproach in this term ; but 
rather respect. The Lord henceforth uses 
it towards her, not calling her ‘mother,’ 
even on the Cross (see ch. xix. 26), doubt- 
less for the reason alleged' above. mine 
hour is not yet come] This expression, mine 
hour, is generally used in John of the time 
of the Dearth of Christ : — see reff. But it 
is only so used because His death is in those 
passages the subject naturally underlying 
the narrative. It is, ang fixed or ap- 
pointed time; — and therefore here, the 
appointed time of His self-manifestation 
by miracles. This time was not yet come, 
but was close at hand. Some have sup- 
posed that the wine was not yet wholly 
exhausted, and that our Lord would wait 
till the miracle should be undoubted (so 
Trench) : but Stier well remarks that the 


containing two or three firkins 

known depth of all His early sayings 
forbids us from attaching only this mean- 
ing to it ; — and he sees in it a reference to 
the great marriage-feast and the new 
fruit of the vine in the Kingdom of God. 
If this be so, it can be only in the back- 
ground ; the words must have had a 
present meaning, and I believe it to be, 
^My time, ^e time at which, from the 
Father^s appointment and my own con- 
curring will, I am to begin miraculous 
working, is not yet arrived : forestall it 
not* Very similarly he speaks, ch. vii. 6, 
to His brethren, and yet afterwards goes 
up to the feast. The notion that mine 
hour refers to the hour of our Lord’s 
human infirmity on the Cross when (ch. 
xix. 27) He “ acknowledged her as His 
mother,” Wordsw., seems wholly un- 
founded. Where do we find any such 
special acknowledgment there ? And why 
should we go out of our way for a fanciful 
sense of words which bear an excellent 
meaning as referring to circumstances 
then present ? 6.] There certainly 

seems beneath this narrative to lie some 
incident which is not told us. For not 
only is Mary not repelled by the answer 
just given, but she is convinced that the 
miracle will he wrought, and she is not 
without an anticipation of the method of 
working it : for how should He require 
the aid of the servants, except the miracle 
were to take place according to the form 
here related ? I believe we shall find, 
when all things are opened to us, that 
there had been a previous hint given her, 
— where or how I would not presume to 
say, — by our Lord, of His intention and 
the manner of performing it, and that her 
fault was, the too rash hastening on of 
what had been Kis fixed purpose. 

6 .] These vessels were for the washings 
usual at feasts: see Mark vii. 4. There 
could be no collusion or imposture here, as 
they were water-vessels, and could have 
no remnants of wine in them (see also ver. 
10). And the large quantity which they 
held could not have been brought in unob- 
served. The word here rendered firkin is 
probably equivalent to the Jewish “ hath ” 
(which held 8 gall. 7'4 pints), and stands for 
it in the LXX, ref. 2 Chroft,* According 
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apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with 
water. And they filled them up to the brim. ® And 
he saith unto. them, Draw out now, and bear imto the 
y governor of the feast. And they bare it. ^ * When the 
ruler of the feast [®’ had^ tasted the water ^ that was made 
wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants 
which ® drew the water knew ;) the y governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, and saith unto him, Every man 
d at the beginning doth set forth good wine ; and when men 

y render y as heloWy rulcr. ® render, But when. 

^ omit. ^ render, nOW bccOme. 

® render, had drawn. 

^ render, settetl^on the good wine first. 


% 

to this, the quantity of wine thus created 
w'ould bo 6 times | 2 or 3 times | 8 gallons 
7‘4 pints : i. e. 6 times | 17 or 25 gallons : 
i. e. (say, taking the mean,) 6 times 21 
gallons : i. e. 126 gallons. The large 
quantity thus created has Ijeen cavilled at 
hy unbelievers. We may leave them to 
their cavils with just one remark, — that 
He who creates abundance enough in this 
earth to “ put temptation in men’s way,” 
acted on this occasion analogously with 
His known method of dealing. We may 
answer an error on the other side (t/* it 
he on the other side), by saying, that the 
Lord here most effectually and once for 
all stamps with His condemnation that 
false system of moral reformation, which 
would commence by pledges to abstain 
from intoxicating liquors. He pours out 
His bounty for all, and He vouchsafes 
His grace to each for guidance; and to 
endeavour to evade the work which He 
has appointed for each man, — by refusing 
the bounty, to save the trouble of seeking 
the grace, is an attempt which must ever 
end in degradation of the individual mo- 
tives, and in social demoralization, — what- 
ever present apparent effects may follow 
its first promulgation. One visible sign 
of this degradation, in its intellectual 
form, is the miserable attempt made hy 
some of the advocates of this movement,* 
to shew that the mne here and in other 
places of Scripture is unfermented wine, 
not possessing the power of intoxication. 

The filling with water, and draw- 
ing out wine, is all that is related. * The 
moment of the miracle,’ says Liicke, *is 
rather understood than expressed. It 
seems to lie between vv. 7 and 8 ’ (i. 471). 
The process of it is wholly out of the 
region of our imagination. In order for 


wine to be produced, we have the growth 
and ripening of the grape ; the crushing 
of it in proper vessels ; the fermentation ; 
— but here all these are in a moment 
brought about in their results, by the 
same Power which made the laws of nature, 
and created and unfolded the capacities 
of man. See below on ver. 11. 

8.] The ruler of the feast seems to he the 
same with the **masterof a feast” spoken 
of Ecclus. xxxii. 1, and with the Latin 
“ king,” or ‘‘ master,” “ of the feast.” It 
would seem, from the place in Ecclesiasti- 
cus, that he was one of the guests raised to 
the post of presiding over the arrange- 
ments of the feast. This is however doubted 
by the older Commentators,, wdio make 
him not one of the guests, but a person 
holding this especial office, and attending 
on feasts. Here, he tastes the wine ; and 
therefore probably was a guest himself. 

10,] The saying of the ruler of the feast 
is a general one, not applicable to the 
company then present. We may he 

sure that the Lord would not have sanc- 
tioned, nor ministered to, actual drunken- 
ness. Only those who can conceive this, 
will find any difficulty here ; and they will 
find difficulties every where. The ac- 

count of the practice refeiTed to is, that 
the palates of men become after a while 
dull, and cannot distinguish between good 
wine and bad. Pliny speaks of persons 
“who even give their guests other wine 
than they drink themselves, or bring it in 
as the banquet proceeds.” But the prac- 
tice here described is not precisely that of 
which Pliny speaks, nor is there any mean- 
ness to be charged on it : it is only that, 
when a man has some kinds of wine choicer 
than others, he naturally produces the 
choicest, to suit the most discriminating 
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have ® well drunk, then that which is worse ; huf] thou 
hast kept the good wine until now. This beginning of 
e ch. 1. 14. g miracles did J esus in Cana of Galilee, ® and manifested 
forth] his glory ; and his disciples believed on higa. 
After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his 
yEiod.*xii.^ 4 . mother, and ^his brethren, and his disciples: and they 
^ continued there not many days, 
if.’ 4 ^ x 1 , 66. ^^*^And the Jews’ passover was at hand, and Jesus 

® render, freely. ^ omit, 

% render, his miracles ; his signs. ^ omit. 


taste. The word rendered have freely 
drunk, in its common meaning, implies, 

“ are intoxicated,** “ are drunken :** but 
while there is no reason here to press its 
ordinary meaning, so neither is there any 
to shrink from it, as uttered by the ruler 
of the feast. The safest rendering is that 
of Tyndall and Cranmer, **when men be 
dronJce :** and so it is in the Vulgate also. 

11.] The words may also be rendered 
according to the reading of most of our 
ancient MSS., This wrought Jesus as the 
beginning of his miracles. This as- 

sertion of St. John excludes all the apocry- 
phal miracles of the Gospel of the Infancy, 
and such like works, from credit. 

The word sign, which occasionally occurs 
in the other Gospels and the Acts in this 
absolute sense of a miracle (e. g. in the 
original of Mark xvi. 17, 20; Luke xxiii. 
8 ; Acts iv. 16, 22 ; viii. 6), is St. John’s 
ordinary word for it. his glory] The 
glory, namely, which is referred to in ch. i. 
14, where see note. It was a miracle emi- 
nently shewing forth the glory of the 
Word, by whom all things were made, in 
His state of having become flesh. And 
this ‘ believing on Him* here predicated 
of the disciples, was certainly a higher 
faith than that which first led them to 
Him. They obtained new insight into 
His power : — not yet reflectively, so as to 
infer what all this implied, but so as to 
increase their faith and trust in Him. 
Again and again ' they believed :* new de- 
grees of faith being attained; just as this 
has since been the case, and will continue 
to be, in the Church, in the continual pro- 
vidential development of the Christian 
spirit, — the leavening of the whole lump 
by degrees. This important miracle, 
standing as it does at the very entrance of 
the official life of Christ, has been the sub- 
ject of many doubts, and attempts to get 
rid of, or explain away, the power which 
was here manifested. But never did a nar- 
rative present a more stubborn inflexibility 


to the wresters of Scripture : — never was 
simple historical veracity more strikingly 
stamped on any miracle than on this. And 
doubtless thisis providentially so arranged : 
see the objections to it treated, and some 
admirable concluding remarks, in Liicke, 
i. 478. To those who yet seek some suf- 
ficient cause for the miracle being wrought, 
we may — besides the conclusive answer that 
we are not in a position to treat this ques- 
tion satisfactoi;jly, — assign the unmistake- 
able spiritual import of the change here 
made, as indicating the general nature of 
the beneficent work which the Lord came 
on earth to do. So Cornelius a Lapide : 
“ Christ, at the beginning of His ministry, 
by changing water into wine, signified, 
that He was about to change the Mosaic 
law, insipid and cold as water, into the 
Gospel of Grace, which is as wine, gene- 
rous, full-flavoured, ardent, and powerful.” 
Similarly Eusebius, Augustine, Bernard, 
and Gregory the Great. 

11. 12 — IV. 64.] Fiest manifesta- 
tion OF Himself as the Son of God : 
— and herein, ii. 13 — hi. 36, IN Jerusa- 
lem AND JUDiEA. 

12. ] went down, because Capernaum lay 
on the lake, — Cana higher up the country. 
There is no certainty as to this visit, whe- 
ther or not it is the same with that hinted 
at in Luke iv. 23 : so that no chronological 
inferences can be built on the hypothesis 
with any security. On his brethren 
see Matt. xiii. 55 and note. Notice 
the transition from His private to His 
public life. His mother and brethren are 
still with Him, attached merely by nature : 
His disciples, newly attached by faith. In 
the next verse He has cast off His mere 
earthly ties for His work. Also in the not 
many days notice less a mere chronolo- 
gical design, than one to shew that* He 
lost no time after His first miracle, in 
publicly manifesting Himself as the Son 
of God. 

13 — 22.] The first official visit to Jeru~ 
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went up to Jerusalem, '^and found in the temple those hMau^xxi. is. 
that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting : and when he had made a scourge of 

small fiords, he drove [} all out of the temple, 

^ and the sheep, and the oxen ; and poured out the 
changers^ money, and overthrew the tables ; and said 
unto them that sold 1 doves. Take these things hence ; 
make not *my Father’s house an house of merchan- io- 
dise. 17 And his disciples remembered that it was 
written, ^The zeal of thine house ^ hath eaten me up. i^r«A.ixix.9. 

t omit. ^ render, both. 

1 render, the doveS. “ read, shall eat. 


Salem, at a Passover: an3^cleansing of 
the Temjple. 13.] No data are given 

to detennine whether tlie reason of tlie 
short stay at Capernaum was the near 
approach of the Passover. Nothing 

is said of those wlio accompanied Jesus : 
but at all events. His already called dis- 
ciples would be with Hi A (see ver. 22, 
and ch. iii. 22), and among them in all 
probability the Evangelist himself; — but 
not the rest of the Twelve, who were not 
yet called. Of this visit, the narrative of 
the three other Evangelists records nothing. 

14.] On the distinctness of this 
cleansing from that related in Matt. xxi. 
12 ff., see note there. in the temple] 
In the court of the Gentiles, the outer 
temple, as distinguished from the sanc- 
tuary, or the inner temple. This market 
appears to have sprung up since the 
captivity, with a view to the convenience 
of those Jews who came from a distance, 
to provide them with the beasts for offering, 
and to change their foreign money into 
the sacred shekel, which alone was allowed 
to be paid in for the temple capitation- 
tax (Matt. xvii. 24 ff.). This tax was 
sometimes, as in Matthew, 1. c., paid else- 
where than in Jerusalem; but genei*ally 
there, and in the temple. The very fact of 
the market being held there would produce 
an unseemly mixture of sacred and profane 
transactions, even setting aside the abuses 
which would bo certain to be mingled with 
the traffic. It is to the former of these 
evils that our Lord makes reference in this 
first cleansing ; in the second, to the latter, 

16.] The small cords were probably 
the^ rushes which were littered down for 
the cattle to lie on. That our Lord used 
the scourge on the beasts only, not on the 
sellers of them, is almost necessarily con- 
tained in the form of the sentence here : 
which, aopording to the grammar of the 


original, should be rendered as in margin, 
“ He drove all out of the temple, both the 
sheep and the oxen.” It has been imagined, 
that He dealt more mildly with those who 
sold the doves, which were for the offerings 
of the poor. But this was not so ; He 
dealt alike with all. No other way was 
open with regard to them, than to order 
them to take their birds away. This 

cleansing of the temple was in the direct 
course of His manifestation as the Messiah. 
Immediately after the prophetic announce- 
ment of the Forerunner, Mai. iii. 1, is that 
of the Lord's coming suddenly to His 
temple and purifying it. This act also 
answers (but like the fulfilment last men- 
tioned, only in an imperfect and still pro- 
phetic sense) to the declaration of the 
Baptist “ Whose fan is in His hand,” &c.. 
Matt. iii. 12. His proceeding was not 
altogether unexampled nor unauthorized, 
even in an uncommissioned person : for all 
had the right to reform an abuse of this 
sort, and the zealots put this right in 
practice. The disciples by their allusion 
in ver. 17 seem to refer the action to this 
latter class. 16. my Father's house] 
The coincidence with Luke ii. 49 is re- 
markable. By this expression thus pub- 
licly used, our Lord openly announces His 
Messiahsbip. Nathanael had named Him 
‘the Son of God' with this meaning — see 
on ch. i. 50, — and these words, coupled 
with the expectation which the confession 
of John the Baptist would arouse, could 
leave no doubt on the minds of the Jews 
as to their import : see on ch. iii. 2. 
an house of merchandise] not yet as at 
the end of His ministry; see above on 
ver. 14. 17.] his msciples remem- 

bered, at the time, not afterwards, which 
would have been expressed, as in ver. 22. 
But the very remembrance itself was pro- 
phetic. The eating up** spoken of in 
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answered the Jews and said unto him, ^What 
sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 
m things ? Jesus answered and said unto them, ™ Destroy 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then 
said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in 

^ render y The Jews therefore answered. 


that passion-Psalm, was the marring and 
wasting of the Saviour’s frame by His zeal 
for God and God’s Church, which resulted 
in the buffeting, the scourging, the Cross. 

18 .] On the demand of the Jews, 
see Deut. xiii. 1 — 3. It was not only to 
justify His having driven out the abomina- 
tion; this any one might have done; — 
but to justify the mission and the whole 
course of action which the words my 
Father’s house implied. They used the 
same expression at the end of His ministry. 
Matt. xxi. 23. 19 ] This answer of 

our Lord has been involved in needless 
difficulty. That in uttering the words, 
this temple, He pointed to His own Body, 
is inconceivable; — for thus both the Jews 
and His own disciples must have under- 
stood Him, which (see vv. 20, 22) neither 
of them did. That He implied in saying. 
Destroy this temple, that their lawless 
proceedings in the temple would at last 
bring it to an endy is equally inconceivable ; 
both on account of the latter part of His 
declaration, which would thus have no 
meaning, — and because of the use in this 
case of the peculiar word, — which signifies 
the holy and the holiest place^ the temple 
itself y — as distinguished from the whole 
enceinte of the sacred buildings. Stier has 
well remarked that our Lord in this saying 
comprehended in the reality, — His own 
Body, its type and symholy — the temple 
then before them. That temple, with all 
its ordinances and holy places, w^as but 
the shadow of the Christian Church; — 
that, the type of the Body of the Lord, 
represented the Church, which is veritably 
Sis Body. And so the saying was ful- 
filled by the slaying of His actual Body, 
in which rejection of Him the destruction 
of the Jewish temple and city was in- 
volved, — and the raising of that Body 
after three days, in which resurrection 
we, all the members of His new glorified 
Body, are risen again. The difficulties 
attending the interpretation are, —besides 
the double meaning which I have treated 
above, — (1) the use of the imperative, as 
applied to the death of Christ. But this 
surely may be understood as used hypo- 
thetically, and not by way of command. 
Matt, xii. 33 (" make the tree good, &c.”) 


is an instance in point. (2) The words 
I' will raise it up — seeing that the resur- 
rection of the Lord is ever spoken of as 
the work of the Father. Yes, — but by 
power committed to Christ Himself ; — see 
ch. x. 18, where this is distinctly asserted : 
and ch. vi. 39, 40, 44, where it is implied, 
for He is the firstfriiits of them that 
sleep, — and (though the whole course of 
His workin^was after the will of the 
Father, — ana in the Spirit, which wrought 
in Him) strictly and truly raised Himself 
from the dead in the sense here intended. 
(3) The utterance of such a prophecy at so 
early a period of His official life. But it 
was not a prophecy known and under- 
stood, — but a iStarh saying, from which no 
one could then draw an inference as to 
His death or resurrection. The disciples 
did not understand it ; and I cannot agree 
with Stier that the Jews could have had 
any idea of such being His meaning. 
Chrysostom says, “ He speaks many such 
things, which were not plain to men at the 
time, but to those who should come after. 
Why does He do this ? that He might be 
shewn to have foreknown future events, 
when the accomplishment of the prophecy 
should have come : which has come to pass 
in the case of this very prophecy.” Liicke 
remarks, that the circumstance of the 
words being spoken so long before his trial 
by the Sanhedrim, would make it more 
easy for the false witnesses to distort them. 
This they did, but not so as to agree with 
one another. They reported it, ‘ I can de- 
stroy,’ &c. which makes a wide difference, 
and represents our Lord as an enemy 
of the temple (Matt. xxvi. 61), and some 
added to this temple the epithet which is 
made with hands f* and that He would 
raise another **made without hands'^ (Mark 
xiv. 58). 20.] The building of the 

temple by Herod the Great is stated by 
Josephus in one place to have been begun 
in the eighteenth year of his reign; in 
another, in the fifteenth : the difference 
being made by counting his reign from*the 
death of Antigonus, or from his appoint- 
ment by the Romans. Reckoning from 
this latter, we shall have twenty years till 
the birth of Christ, and thirty years since 
that event, from which fifty, however, four 
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building, and wilt thou ® rear it up in three days P 2i But 
he spake “of the temple of his body. When therefore “neb.^vm.a. 
he was risen from the dead, ®his disciples remembered 
that had said this [P unto theni] ; and they believed the oLSe«il®8. 
scripture, and the word which J esus had said. 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, ^ in 
the feast day\ many beKeved in his name, when they 
the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not 
^commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, pisam.xvi.7. 

and needed not that any should testify of man : for 4 

P ^ knew what was in man. 

III. 1 * There was a man of the Pharisees, named Actsi^i. 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: same came to 


0 render, raise it. 

*1 render, at. 

® render, beheld. 

render^ of himself he knew. 

must be taken, since our d?a is four years 
too late. This gives forty -six. The temple 
was not completed till a.d. 6i, under 
Herod Agrippa II., and the procurator 
Albinus; so that was in building must 
refer to the greater part of the work now 
completed. 22.] the Scripture, by all 
analogy, must mean the O. T. scriptures. 
That the resurrection of the Lord is the 
subject of O. T. prophecy, we find in several 
passages of the N. T. see ch. xx. 9 ; Luke 
xxiv. 26, 27 ; 1 Cor, xv. 4. At first sight 
it appears difficult to fix on any passage in 
which it is directly announced : but with 
the deeper understanding of the Scriptures 
which the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles 
and still gives the Christian Church, such 
prophecies as that in Ps. xvi. are recognized 
as belonging to Him in Whom alone they 
are properly fulfilled ; see also Hos. vi. 2. 

23 — 25.] Many believe on Jesus at 
THE Passover : His knowledge of 

THEIR CHARACTER, AND WITHHOLDING 

OP Himself prom them. 23. 

when they beheld the miracles which he 
did] *‘They believed on Him, but not 
firmly. Those converts believed in a stricter 
sense, who believed not owing to the mira- 
cles onlv, but owing to His teaching.” 
Euthymius. What miracles these were, 
is not related : — certainly some notable 
ones, see ch. iii. 2. The mention of 
them precludes us from understanding ch. 
iv. 54, as indicating that the healing of the 
ruler^B son was absolutely His second miracle. 

24, 25.] The meaning is. He did not 
trust Himself (in the original, the same 


P omit, with the most ancient authorities, 
^ omit, 

^ render, trust. 

* render. But there. 

verb is used for * believed* in ver. 23, and for 

* trust* in this verse) to them, — i. e. treat 
them as true and earnest disciples : they 
entered into no spiritual relation with Him, 
and He in consequence into none with 
them. The fact of this being narrated 
shews that it made an impression on the 
Evangelist, and led him perhaps first to 
the conclusion which he here expresses, 
and which higher knowledge enabled him 
afterwards to place, as he here does, on its 
right ground ; — His knowing what was in 
man. Nothing less than divine knowledge 
is here set forth ; the words are even 
stronger than if the reference had been to 
the persons here mentioned (“ needed not 
that any should testify of them : for He 
knew what was in them**) : as the text now 
stands, it asserts an entire knowledge of 
all that is in all men. 

Chap. III. 1 — 21.] The Lord*s discourse 
with Nicodemus, — one of these believers 
on account of His miracles, — of the spiri- 
tual nature of the kingdom of Ood and 
the necessity of the new birth, 

1.] There is mentioned in the Talmud a 
Nicodemus ben Gorion, who was properly 
called Bonai, and said to have been a dis- 
ciple of Jesus ; but he is found living at 
the destruction of Jerusalem. This might 
certainly have been ; still it must be quite 
uncertain whether he be tlie same with 
this Nicodemus. He is mentioned again 
ch. vii. 60 ; xix. 39. He was a member of 
the Sanhedrim, and, besides, a teacher of 
the law (ver. 10). 2.] by night, for 

fear of the Jews: see ch. xii. 42. The 
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y Jesm by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: for ^no man can do 
dch.^. these miracles that thou doest, except ® God be with him. 
TfesH?.*! 3 Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily* I say 
ijohniiL*®. thee, ‘^Except a man be born ^ again, he cannot see 

y read, him. * render, anew : or, from above : see note. 


discourse seems to have taken place be- 
tween Jesus and Nicodemus alone, — and 
may have been related by our Lord to the 
Evangelist afterwards. If this be deemed 
improbable (though I do not see why it 
should), — of the two other alternatives I 
would rather believe that St. John was pre- 
sent, than that Nicodemus should have so 
minutely related a conversation which in 
his then position he could not understand. 

we know] This plural may be merely 
an allusion to others who had come to the 
same conclusion, e.g. Joseph of Arimathaea ; 
or it may express that Nicodemus was sent 
in the name of several who wished to know 
the real character of this Person who 
wrought such miracles. It is harsh, in 
this private conversation, to take the plural 
as merely of singular import, as Lightfoot 
seems to do. His other rendering, ** it is 
commonly acknowledged,^* is better, — but 
not satisfactory; for the common people 
did not generally confess it, and Nicodo- 
mus, as a ruler,** would not bo likely to 
speak in their name (see ch. vii. 49). I 
would rather take it to express the true 
comnction respecting Jesus, of that class to 
which Nicodemus belonged — ihe rulers:** 
and see in it an important fact, that their 
persecutions and murder of the Prince of 
Life hence found their greatest aggrava- 
tion, that they were carried on against the 
conclusions of their own minds, out of 
bitter malice, and worldly disappointment 
at His humble and unobtrusive character, 
and the spiritual purity and self-sacrifice 
which He inculcated. Still this must not, 
though undoubtedly it has truth in it, be 
carried too far : compare Acts iii. 17, and 
Acts xiii. 27 ; 1 Cor. ii. 8. Some degree 
of ignorance there must necessarily have 
been in all of them, even Caiaphas included, 
of our Lord’s ‘ office and Person. Stier 
seems to think that Nicodemus, by using 
the plural, is sheltering himself from ex- 
pressing his own conviction, so as to be able 
to draw back again if necessary. art 

.... come] Stier and others think that 
there is involved in this word a recognition 
by Nicodemus of the Messianic mission of 
Jesus : — that it expresses His being “ Se 
that was to come** (Matt. xi. 3 al.). It is 
never used of any but the Messiah, except 


by the Lord Himself, when speaking of 
John the Baptist as the subject of pro- 
phecy (see Matt. xi. 14 al.). a teacher] 
In this and the following words, Nicode- 
mus seems to be cautiously withdrawing 
from his admission being taken as express- 
ing too much. For who of the Jews ever 
expected a teacher to come from God ? 
They looked fo^’ a King, to sit on David’s 
throne, — a PitSphet, to declare the divine 
will ; — but the Messiah was never desig- 
nated as a mere teacher, till the days of 
modern Socinianism. So that he seems 
trying to qualify or recall his ** art . . . 
come** by this addition. The following 
words exhibit the same cautious inconsis- 
tency. No man can do, &c. unless — we 
expect some strong expression of the truth, 
such as we had from Nathanael in ch. i. 50, 
but the sentence drops to merely — * Ood 
he with him* which is a very poor and in- 
sufficient exponent of “art come from 
God** Against this inconsistency, — the 
inner knowledge that the Kingdom of God 
was come, and He who was to found it, on 
the one hand, — and the rationalizing en- 
deavour to reduce this heavenly kingdom 
to mere learning, and its Founder to a 
mere teacher, on the other, — is the follow- 
ing discourse directed. 3.] We are 

not to imagine that any thing is wanting 
to complete the sense or connexion. Our 
Lord replies. It is not learning, but life, 
that is wanted for the Messiah’s Kingdom ; 
and life must begin by birth. Luther 
says : “ My teaching is not of doing and 
leaving undone, but of a change in the 
man ; — so that it is, not new works done, 
but a new man to do them ; not another 
life only, but another birth.** And only 
by this means can Nicodemus gain the 
teaching for which he is come, — “ see the 
Kingdom of God,** — ‘ become a disciple of 
Christ “ see, that is, understand,** says 
Theophylact, — * understand, by sharing* — 

‘ have any conception of.’ anew] 

" some say, from heaven, some, from the 
beginning,” Chrysostom: — who, as afk) 
Euthymius, explains it by ‘ regeneration :* 
— Origen, Cyril, and Theophylact taking 
the other meaning. The true meaning 
is to be found by taking into account the 
answer of Nicodemus, who obvaflusly un- 
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the kingdom of God. ^ Nicodemus saith unto him, How 
can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother^s womb, and be born? 
^ Jesift answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ® Except 
a man be born of water and [a ofl the Spirit, he cannot 

* omit. 


derstood it of a new birth in mature life. 
Born anew or afresh is a better rendering 
than ‘born again,* being closer to the 
meaning of the Greek word, ‘ from the very 
beginning ‘ unless a man begin his life 
anew altogether (see Gal. iv. 9), he cannot* 
&c. It is not impossible that the other 
meaning may lie beneath this, — as the king^ 
dom is of God, and so must the birth be ; — 
but Grotius has made the im^rtant remark, 
that in the language in which our Lord pro- 
bably spoke, there is no word of double 
meaning corresponding to the Greek word 
here : — so that He must have expressed it, as 
Nicodemus understood it, of an entirely new 
birth. 4 .] It is impossible that Nico- 
demus can liave so entirely and stupidly 
misunderstood our Lord’s words, as his 
question here would seem to imply. The 
idea of new birth was by no means alien 
from the Rabbinical views. They described 
a proselyte when baptized as “ like an in- 
fant just born.” Lightfoot. I agree with 
Stier in thinking that there was some- 
thing of the spirit that ivould not under- 
stand, and the disposition to turn to ridi- 
cule what he heard. But together with 
this there was also considerable real igno- 
rance. The proselyte might be regarded 
as bom again, when he became one pf the 
seed of Abraham : this figure would be 
easily explained on the Judaical view : but 
that every man should need this, was 
beyond Nicodemus’s comprehension. He 
therefore rebuts the assertion with a re- 
duction to an absurdity, which in spirit 
expresses, as in ch. vi. 60, — ‘This say- 
ing is hard ; who can hear it ? * 
when he is old : probably he himself was 
old, and he instances his own case. 

5.] Our Lord passes by the question of 
Nicodemus without notice, further than 
that this His second assertion takes as it 
were the ground from under it, by explain- 
ing the token and means of the new birth. 

There can be no doubt, on any 
honest interpretation of the words, that 
to 4)0 bom of water refers to the token or 
outward sign of baptism, — to be bom of 
the Spirit to the thing signified, or inward 
grace of the Holy Spirit. All attempts 
to get rid of these two plain facts have 
sprung fmpi doctrinal prejudices, by which 


the views of expositors have been warped. 
Such we have in Calvin ; who explains the 
words to mean, “ the Spirit, who cleanses 
us, and by diffusing His influence in us 
inspires the vigour of heavenly life:” — 
Grotius, “ the Spirit, who cleanses like 
water;” — Cocceius, “the grace of God, 
washing away our uncleanness and sins;” 
— Tholuck, who holds that not Baptism 
itself, but only its idea, that of cleansing, 
is referred to ; — and others, who endeavour 
to resolve water and the Spirit into a 
figure, so as to make it mean ‘ the cleansing 
or purifying Spirit.* All the better and 
deeper expositors have recognized the co- 
existence of the two, water and the Spirit, 
This being then recognized, to what 
does water refer 1 At that time, two 
kinds of baptism were known : that of the 
proselytes, by which they were received 
into Judaism, — and that of John, by which, 
as a preparatory rite, symbolizing repent- 
ance, the people were made ready for Him 
who was to baptize them with the Holy 
Ghost. But both these were significant of 
one and the same .truth ; that, namely, of 
the entire cleansing of the man for the 
new and spiritual life on which he was to 
enter, symbolized by water cleansing the 
outward person. Both were appointed 
means, — the one by the Jewish Church, — 
the other, stamping that first with ap- 
proval, by God Himself, — towards their 
respective ends. John himself declared 
his baptism to be incomplete, — it was only 
with water ; One was coming, who should 
baptize with the Soly Ghost. That de- 
claration of his is the key to the under- 
standing of this verse. Baptism, com- 
plete, with water and the Spirit, is the 
admission into the kingdom of God. Those 
who have received the outward sign and 
the spiritual grace, have entered into that 
Kingdom. And this entrance was fully 
ministered to the disciples when the Spirit 
descended on them on the day of Pente- 
cost. So that, as spoken to Nicodemus, 
these words referred him to the baptism 
of John, which probably (see Luke vii. 30) 
he had slighted. But they were not only 
spoken to him. Tlie words of our Lord 
have in them life and meaning for all ages 
of His Church : and more especially these 
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enter into the kingdom of God. ^ That which is bom 
of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
^ again, ^ ^The wind bloweth where it listetf i, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but ® canst not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that is 
bom of the Spirit. ^ Nicodemus answered and said unto 

^ render^ anew : or, from above : see on ver, 3. ® render, knowest not. 


opening declarations of His ministry. He 
here unites together the two elements of 
a complete Baptism which were sundered 
in the words of the Baptist, ch. i. 33 — in 
which united form He afterwards (Matt, 
xxviii. 19, 20; Mark xvi. 16) ordained it 
as a Sacrament of His Church. Here he 
speaks of spiritual Baptism, as in ch. vi. of 
spiritual Communion, and in both places in 
connexion with the outward conditions and 
media of these sacraments. It is observ- 
able that here as ordinarily (with a special 
exception, Acts x. 44 ff.), the outward sign 
comes first, and then the spiritual grace, 
vouchsafed in and by means of it where 
duly received. enter into is more 
than “ see ” above, though no stress is to 
be laid on the difference. The former word 
was perhaps used because of Nicodemus's 
expectation of teaching being all that was 
required : but now, the necessity of a real 
vital change having been set forth, the 
expression is changed to a practical one — 
the entering into the Kingdom of God. 

6,] The neuter gender (that 
which is born . . . .) denotes not only 
the universal application of this truth, but 
(see Luke i. 35) the very first beginnings of 
life in the embryo, before sex can be i)re- 
dicated. So Bengel ; “ It denotes the 
very first elements of life.^^ The 

Lord here answers Kicodemus’s hypo- 
thetical question of ver. 4, by telling him 
that even could it he so, it would not 
accomplish the birth of which He speaks. 

In this flesh is included every part 
of that which is born after the ordinary 
method of generation ; even the spirit of 
man, which, receptive as it is of the Spirit 
of God, is yet in the natural birth dead, 
sunk in trespasses and sins, and in a state 
of wrath. Such ' flesh and blood ^ cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. xv, 
60. But when the man is born again of 
the Spirit (the water does not appear any 
more, being merely the outward form of 
reception, — the less included in the greater), 
then just as flesh generates flesh, so spirit 
generates spirit, after its own image, see 
2 Cor. iii. 18 end ; and since the Kin^om 


of God is a spiritual kingdom, such only 
who are so bom can enter into it. 

7.] The weightiest word here is Ye. The 
Lord did not, could not, say this of Him- 
self, Why ? — Because in the full sense 
in which the flesh is incapacitated from 
entering tbo^Kingdom of God, He was 
not horn of the flesh. He inherited the 
weakness of the flesh, but His spirit was 
not, like that of sinful man, alien from 
holiness and God; and therefore on Him 
no second birth passed; when the Holy 
Spirit descended on Him at his baptism, 
the words spoktn by the Father were in- 
dicative of past approval, not of renewal. 
His obedience was accepted as perfect, and 
the good pleasure of the Father rested on 
Him. Therefore He includes not Himself 
in this necessity for the new birth. 

The Marvel not points on to the next verse, 
in which Nicodemus is told that he has 
things as wonderful around him every day 
in the natural world. 8 .] Our Lord 

might have chosen any of the mysteries of 
nature to illustrate the point : — He takes 
that one, which is above others symbolic of 
the action of the Spirit, and (which in both 
languages, that in which He spoke, as well 
as that in which His speech is reported) is 
expressed by the same word as it ; — 
Fneuma being both wind and spirit. So 
that the words as they stand apply them- 
selves at once to the Spirit and His work- 
ing, without any figure. Bengel, after 
Origen and Au^stine, takes the word 
pneujna with which this verse opens, and 
which we have rendered wind, of the 
Holy Spirit exclusively : but this can 
hardly be. The form of the sentence, as 
well as its import, is against it. The 
words " bloweth,** hearest,** knowest,** 
are all said of well-known facts. And the 
comparison would not hold on that suppo- 
sition — * As the Spirit Is in His working 
on those bom of Him, so is every one that 
is horn of the Spirit* But on the other 
interpretation, we have The wind bloweth, 
&c. : — BO ii, i. e. *80 it is with * (see a 
similar constmetion Matt. xiii. 45) every 
one bora of the Spirit. ^The word 
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him, ®How can these thmgs be? Jesus answered and ?ch.vi. 52,60. 
said unto him, Art thou ^ a mmter of Israel, and ® knowest 
not these things? i^^Yerily, verily, I say unto thee, ^att. xk 27. 
We speak ^ that we do know, and testify ^that we have Jiji’as; 
seen ; and ' ye receive not our fs witness. If I have told . xii'. 24. 
you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye 
believe, if I tell you of~\ heavenly things ? And 

^ render, the teacher. ® render, understandest. 

^ i. e. that which. fir render, testimony. ^ omit. 


'pneuma is not the violent wind, which is 
otherwise expressed, but the gentle breath 
of the wind ; — and it is heard, not felt ; — 
a case in wliich ^*thou Jenow^st not, Sfc** 
is more applicable than ip that of a 
violent wind steadily blowif^ It is one 
of those sudden breezes springing up on a 
calm day, which has no apparent direc- 
tion, but we hear it rustling in the leaves 
around. The where it listeth, in the ap- 
plication, implies the freedom (2 Cor. 
iii. 17) and unrestrained working of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. xii. 11). ^ every one 

that is born of the Spirit] Our Lord can 
hardly, as Stier explains, mean Himself by 
these words; or, if He does, only inclu- 
sively, as being one horn of the Spirit , — 
not principally. He describes the mystery 
of the spiritual life : we see its effects, in 
ourselves, and others who have it ; but we 
cannot trace its beginnings, nor can we 
prescribe to the Holy Spirit His course : 
He works in us and leads us on, accom- 
panying us vnth His witness, — His voice, 
spiritually discerned. This saying of 

the Lord — in contradiction to all so-called 
Methodism, which prescribes the time and 
manner of the working of the Spirit — 
assures us of the manifold and undefinable 
variety of both these. ‘ The physiognomies 
of those who are born again, are as various as 
those of natural men.' Draseke. 9.] The 
question of Nicodemus is evidently still one 
of unbelief, though no longer of frivolity : 
see ver. 12. 11.] Henceforward the 

discourse is an answer to the unbelief, and 
in answering that, to the question (How 
can these things be 1) of Nicodemus ; by 
shewing him the appointed means of this 
new birth, and of being upheld in the life 
to which it is the entrance, \\z. faith in the 
Son of Ood. We speak that we do 
know . . .] Why these plurals ? Various 
interpretations have been given : “ Either 
He speaks concerning Himself and the 
Father, or concerning Himself alone.” 
Euthymius; — ‘He speScs of Himself and 
the Spirit * (Bengel) ; — of Himself and the 
Prophets •(Beza, Tholuck) ; — of Himself 


and John the Baptist (Knapp) ; — of Teach- 
ers like Himself (Meyer) ; — of all the bom 
of the Spirit (Lange, Wesley) ; — of the 
three Persons in the Holy Trinity (Stier) ; 

> — or, the plural is only rhetorical (Liicke, 
He Wette). I had rather take it as pro- 
verbial saying ; q. d. “ I am one of those 
who,” &c. Our Lord thereby brings out 
the unreasonableness of that unbelief which 
would not receive His witness, but made 
it an exception to the general proverbial 
rule. ye receive not, addressed still 
to Nicodemus, and through him to the 
Jews : not to certain others who were pre- 
sent, as Olshausen supposes. 12.] The 
words receive our testimony prepared the 
way for the new idea which is brought 
forward in this, verse — believing. Faith 
is, in the most pregnant sense, ‘the re- 
ceiving of testimony;' because it is the 
making subjectively real the contents of 
that testimony. So the believing in him 
(see ver. 15) is, the full reception of the 
hordes testimony ; because the burden of 
that testimony is, grace and truth and sal- 
vation by Himself. This faith is neither 
reasoning, nor knowledge, but a reception 
of divine Truth declared by One who came 
from God; and so it is, far above reason- 
ing and knowledge : — we believe above 
we know. But what are the earthly 

things 1 The matters relating to the new 
birth which have hitherto been spoken of ; 
— called so because that side of them has 
been exhibited which is upon earth, and 
happens among men. That the parable 
about the wind is not intended, is evident 
from “ and ye believe notf which in that 
case would be ‘ ye understand not.' And 
the heavenly tilings are the things of 
which the discourse goes on to treat 
this point : viz. the heavenly side of the 
new birth and salvation of man, in the 
eternal counsels of God regarding His only- 
begotten Son. Stier supposes a refer- 

ence in this verse to Wisd. ix. 16, “ Hardly 
do we guess aright at things that are upon 
the earth, and with labour do we find the 
things that are before us : but the things 
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■'no man hath ascended up to heaven, hut he that came 
down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. * And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

g,lo! ’ INum.xxl.9. ^ 


that are in heaven who hath searched out ?” 

13.] The whole verse seems to have 
intimate connexion with and reference to 
Prov. XXX. 4, Who hath ascended up to 
heaven, or descended ?” and as spoken 
to a learned doctor of the law, would recall 
that verse, — especially as the further ques- 
tion is there asked, * Wko hath gathered 
the wind in His fists V and * What is 
His name, and what His Son’s name?’ 
See also Deut. xxx. 12, and the citation, 
Rom. X. 6 — 8. All attempts to ex- 

plain away the plain sense of this verse 
are futile and ridiculous. The Son of Man, 
the Lord Jesus, the Word made Flesh, 
came down from^ heaven, — and was 
in heaven (heaven about Him, heaven 
dwelling on earth, ch. i. 52), while herey 
and ascended up into heaven when He left 
this earth ,* — and by all these proofs, speak- 
ing in the prophetic language of accom- 
plished Redemption, does the Lord esta- 
blish, that He alone can speak of heavenly 
things to men, or convey the blessing 
of the new birth to them. Bo it remem- 
bered, that He is here speaking hy anti- 
cipationy of results of His course and suf- 
ferings on earth, — of the way of regene- 
ration and salvation which God has ap- 
pointed by Him. He regards therefore 
throughout the passage, the great facts of 
redemption as accomplished y and makes 
announcements which could not be literally 
acted upon till they had been so accom- 
plished. See vv. 14 If., whose sense will bo 
^together lost, unless this hath ascended 
up he understood of His exaltation to be a 
Prince and a Saviour. which is in 

heaven] See ch. i. 18 and note. Doubt- 
less the meaning involves ‘ whose place is 
in hea/oen; ’ but it also asserts the being 
in heaven of the time then present: see 
ch. i. 52. Thus majestically does the Lord 
characterize His whole life of humiliation 
in the flesh, between His descent and His 
ascent. As uniting in Himself God, whose 
dwelling is Heaven, with man, whose dwell- 
ing is on earth. He ever was in heaven. 
And nearly connected with this fact is the 
transition to His being the fountain of 
eternal life, in vv. 14 fil : cf. 1 Cor. xv. 
47 — 60, where the same connexion is 
strikingly set forth. To explain such 
expressions as ** to ascend up into heaven** 
&c., as mere Hebrew metaphors (Liicke, De 
Wette, &c.) is no more than saying that 
Hebrew metaphors were founded on deep 


insight into divine truth ; — these words in 
fact express the truths on which Hebrew 
metaphors were constructed. Socinus is 
quite right, when he says that those who 
take * hath ascended up into heaven ’ meta- 
phorically, must in all consistency take 
* he that came down from heaven ’ meta- 
phorically also ; “ the descent and ascent 
must be both of the same kind.” 14 .] 
From this point the discourse passes to the 
Person of Christ, and Redemption by His 
Death. The Lord brings before this 

doctor of the Law the mention of Moses, 
who in hi^w^y by divine command lifted 
up a symbol of forgiveness and redemption 
to Israel. In interpreting this com- 

parison, we must avoid all such ideas as 
that our Lord merely compares His death 
to the elevation of the brazen serpent, as 
if only a fortuitous likeness were laid hold 
of by Him. Trtis would leave the brazen 
serpent itself meaningless y and is an ex- 
planation which can only satisfy those who 
do not discern the typical reference of all 
the ceremonial dispensation to the Re- 
deemer. It is an important duty of 

an expositor here, to defend the obvious 
and only honest explanation of this com- 
parison against the tortuous and inadequate 
interj)retations of modern critics. The 
comparison lies between the exalted s&r- 
pent of brasSy and the exalted Son of 
Man. The brazen serpent sets forth the 
Redeemer. This by recent Commentators 
(Liicke, De Wette, and others) is consi- 
dered impossible ; and the thing compared 
is held be only Hhe lifting up.’ But 
this does not satisfy the construction of 
the comparison. ‘ The brazen serpent was 
lifted up: every one who looked on it, 
lived;’ this sentence, in its terms, represents 
this other, — ‘ The Son of Man must be 
lifted up : every one who believes on Him, 
shall live.’ The same thing is predicated 
of the two ; — both are lifted up ; cognate 
consequences follow, — body -healing and 
soul-healing (as Erskine, On the Brazen 
Serpent). There must then be some 
reason why the only two members of the 
comparison yet unaccounted for stand 
where they do, — considering that the 
brazen serpent was lifted up not for ,any 
physical efficacy, but by command of God 
alone. How on examination we find this 
correspondence fully established. The 
‘serpent’ is in Scripture symbolism, the 
devil, — from the historical tyeinptation 
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wilderness, even so ^ must tlie Son of man be lifted up: 

15 that whosoever believeth in him ^ should not perish, 

but ” ^ have eternal life. “ Jhfvfir. 

16 o jpor God so loved the world, that he gave his only- °fjohn‘i?:o. 

1 render, may. ^ better, may have. 


in Q^n. iii. downwards. But is the 
devil set forth by the serpent ? How 
does the bite of the serpent operate ? It 
pervades with its poison the frame of its 
victim : that frame becomes poisoned : — 
and death ensues. So sin, the poison of 
the detnl, being instilled into our nature, 
that nature has become a poisoned nature, 
— a flesh of sin (see Rom. viii. 3). Now 
the brazen serpent was made in the like-, 
ness of the serpents which had bitten the 
children of Israel. It repre^t^d to them 
the poison which had gone through their 
frames, and it was hung up there, on the 
banner-staff, as a tropliy, to shew them 
that for the poison, there was healing ; — 
that the plague had been overcome. In 
it, there was no poison ; only the likeness 
of it. Now was not the Lofd Jesus made 
in the likeness of the flesh of sin, Rom, 
viii. 3 ? Was not He made ‘ Sin for us, 
who knew no sin* (2 Cor. v. 21) ? Did 
not He, on His Cross, make an open shew 
of, and triumph over, the Enemy, so that 
•it was as if the Enemy himself had been 
nailed to that Cross (Col. ii. 15) ? Were 
not Sin and Death and Satan crucified, 
when He was crucified ? “ In that case, 
since the injury was by the serpent, by the 
serpent was also the cure: and in this, 
since by man death came into the world, 
by man entered life also.’' Euthymius. 

must the Son of man be lifted up : 
i. e. it is necessary, in the Father's coun- 
sel — it is decreed, but not arbitrarily; — 
the very necessity of things, which is in 
fact but the evolution of the divine Will, 
made it recjuisite that the pure and sinless 
Son of Man should thus be uplifted and 
suffer ; see Luke xxiv. 26. In the word 
lifted up there is more than the mere cru- 
cifixion. It has respect in its double mean- 
ing (of which see a remarkable instance in 
Gen. xl. 13, 19) to the exaltation of the 
Lord on the Cross, and through the Cross 
to His Kingdom ; and refers back to “ hath 
ascended up into heaven** before. IS.j 
The corresponding clause applying to the 
type is left to be supplied — ‘ Ajid as every 
one ^’ho looked on it was healed, so . . . .' 

believeth in him] This expression, 
here only used by John, implies his exalta- 
tion, — see ch, xii. 32 . It is a belief in 
{abiding in, see note on ver. 18) His Per- 
son being uo^at God by his sufferings and 
VoL. I. • 


exaltation hath made Him to be, and being 
that TO ME. This involves, on the part of 
the believer, the anguish of the bite of the 
fiery serpent, — and the earnest looking on 
Him in Whom sin is crucified, with the 
inner eye of faith. have eternal life] 
Just as in the type, God did not remove 
the fiery serpents, — or not all at once, — but 
healing was to be found in the midst of 
them by looking to the brazen serpent 
every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon it shall live,' Num. xxi. 8), — so the 
temptations and conflicts of sin shall not 
leave the believer, — but in the midst of 
these, with the Eye of Faith fixed on the 
uplifted Son of Man, he has eternal life ; 
perishes not of the bite, but shall live. 

See on this verse the remarkable passage, 
Wisd. xvi. 5 — 13, where as much of the 
healing sign is opened as could be expected 
before the great Antitype Himself appeared. 

16.] Many Commentators — since the 
time of Erasmus, who first suggested the 
notion, — have maintained that the dis- 
course of our Lord breaks off here, and the 
rest, to ver. 21, consists of the remarks of 
the Evangelist. (So Tholuck, Olshausen, 
Liicke, De Wette; which last attributes 
vv. 13, 14- also to John.) But to those 
who view these discourses of our Lord as 
intimately connected wholes, this will be 
as inconceivable, as the idea of St. Mat- 
thew having combined into one the insu- 
lated sayings of his Master. This discourse 
would be altogether fragmentary, and would 
have left Nicodemus almost where he was 
before, had not this most weighty con- 
cluding part been also spoken to him. This 
it is, which expands and explains the asser- 
tions of vv. 14, 15, and applies them to the 
present life and conduct of mankind. 

The principal grounds alleged for supposing 
the discourse to break off here seem to .be 
(a) that all allusion to Hicodemus is hence- 
forth dropped. But this is not conclu- 
sive, for it is obvious that the natural pro- 
gress of such an interview on his part would 
he from questioning to listening : and that 
even had he joined in the dialogue, the 
Evangelist would not have been bound to 
relate all his remarks, but only those which, 
as vv. 2, 4, and 9, were important to bring 
out his mind and standing-point, {fl) that 
henceforth past tenses are used; making 
it more probable that the passage was 
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Lukeixsfl. whosoever beKeveth in him '^should 

?mTi6?'* not perish, but “ ham everlasting life. 17 p For God sent 
ijoSiv.u. not his Son into the world to "‘^condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved, ^ He 

1 render, might. ^ better, might have. 

^ render, judge. ^ 


added after the great events alluded to had 
taken place. But does not our Lord speak 
here, as in so many other cases, prolepti- 
callp, of the fulness of the accomplishment 
of those designs, which in the divine coun- 
sels were accomplished ? Is not this way 
of speaking natural to a discourse which is 
treating of the development of the new 
birth, itself not yet brought in till the 
Spirit was given ? See a parallel instance, 
with the Evangelist's explanation, ch. vii. 
87 — 39 . (c) on account of this use of only- 
begotten, verses 16, 18, which is peculiar 
to John. But, as Stier well enquires, 
whence did John get this word, but from 
the lips of his divine Master ? Would he 
have ventured on such an expression, ex- 
cept by an authorization from Him ? {d) It 
is asserted that John often continues our 
Lord's discourses with additions of his 
own ; — and ver. 31, and ch. i. 16, are al- 
leged as instances. Of these, ch. i. 16 is 
beside the question; — for the whole pro- 
logue is spoken in the person of the Evan- 
gelist, and the Baptist's testimony in ver. 
16 is merely confirmatory of ver. 14, and 
then the connexion goes on with ver. 16. 
On the untenableness of the view with re- 
gard to vv. 31 ff., see notes there. 

It would besides give us a very mean idea 
of the honesty or reverence of one who sets 
forth so sublime a view of the Divinity and 
Authority of our Lord, to suppose him 
capable, in any place, of attributing to his 
Master words and sentiments of his own 
invention. And that the charge amounts 
to this, every simple reader can bear testi- 
mony. The obvious intention of the Evan- 
gelist here is, that the Lord shall have 
said these words. If our Lord did not say 
them, but the Evangelist, we cannot stop 
with the view that he has added his own 
remarks to our Lord's discourse, but must 
at once pronounce him guilty of an im- 
posture and a forgery, I conclude there- 
fore on all these grounds that the words 
following, to ver." 21, cannot be othenivdse 
regarded than as uttered by our Lord in 
continuation of His discourse. loved] 
The indefinite past tense, signifying the 
universal and eternal existence of that love 
which Ood Himself is (1 John iv. 8). 
the worlds in the most general sense, as 


represented by, and included in, man, — 
Gen. iii. 17, 18, and i. 28 ; — not, the elect, 
which would utterly destroy the force of 
the passage ; see on ver. 18. The 
Lord here reveals Love as the one ground 
of the divine counsel in redemption,— 
vation of men, as its one purpose with re- 
gard to them. he gave his only- 

begotten Son^ These words seem to carry 
a refereno;- ^o the offering of Isaac ; and 
Nicodemus in that case would at once be 
reminded by them of the love there re- 
quired, the substitution there made, and 
the prophecy there uttered to Abraham, to 
which the following words of our Lord so 
nearly correspond. gave — absolute, 

not merely to' the worZd— gave up, — Horn, 
viii. 32 ; where, as Stier remarks, we have 
again, in the “ spared not," an unmistakc- 
able allusion to the same words, said to 
Abraham, Gen. xxii. 16. that who- 

soever . . .] By the repetition of this final 
clause verbatim from ver. 15, we have the 
identity of the former clauses established : 
i. e. the uplifting of the Son of Man like 
the serpent in the wilderness is the mani- 
festation of the divine Love in the gift of 
the Son of God ; “ the Son of man" of ver. 
14 is equivalent, in the strictest sense, to 
**his only -begotten Son" of ver. 16. 

17.] the world,— the Gentile world, — was 
according to Jewish ideas to be judged and 
condemned by the Messiah. This error our 
Lord here removes. The assertion ch. ix. 
39, “/or judgment (or, condemnation) 
came I into this World," is no contradic- 
tion to this. The judgment there, as here, 
results from the separation of mankind into 
two classes, — those who will and those who 
will not come to the light ; and that result 
itself is not the purpose why the Son of 
God came into the world, but is evolved in 
the accomplishment of the higher purpose, 
viz. Love, and the s^vation of men. Ob- 
serve, the latter clau^ does not correspond 
to the former— it is not that He might 
save the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved x— the free will^f the 
world is by this strikingly set forth, in 
connexion with verses 19, 20. Not that 
the Lord is not the Saviour of the world 
(ch. iv. 42), but that the peculiar cast of 
this passa^ required the othqr side of the 
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that beUeveth on him ® is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is P condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. 

An5 this is the ^ condemnation^ ^that ^ light is come into 
the world, and men loved ^ darkness rather than ^ lights 
because their deeds were evU. For ® every one that ■ Job xnr. 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth 

® render, cometh not into judgment. 

P render, judged. ^ render, judgment. 

^ render j the light . . the darkness the light. 


truth to be brought out. 18.] oometb 
not into judgment — see cb. where the 

same assertion is made more fully ; and note 
there. is j udged already, implying, — 
no positive act of judgment of Mine, — hut 
by the very nature of things themselves. 
God has provided a remedy for the deadly 
bite of sin ; this remedy the man has not 
accepted, not taJcen : he m#st then perish 
in his sins : he is already Judged and sen- 
tenced. hath not believed] The per- 
fect sets before us the deliberate choice 
of the man, q. d. ‘ he hath not chosen to 
believe :* see 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12. in the 
name — not without’ meaning : that name 
was “ Jesus, for He shall save his peopU 
from their sinsj* Matt. i. 21. The 

word only -begotten also here sets before us 
the hopelessness of such a man*s state : he 
has no other Saviour. 19.] The par- 

ticular nature of this decided judgment is 
now set forth, — that the light (see ch. i, 7, 
and notes) is come into the world, and 
men (men in general ; an awful revelation 
of the future reception of the Gospel) loved 
(the perversion of the affections and will 
is the deepest ruin of mankind) the dark- 
ness (see note on ch. i. 5 ; the state of 
sin and unbelief) rather than (not to be 
resolved into * and not;* but, as Bengel 
says, “The loveliness of the light struck 
them, but they persevered in the love of 
the darkness,” see ch. v. 35 ; xii. 43 ; 
2 Tim. iii. 4) the light, because their deeds 
were evil (their habits, thoughts, practices, 
— all these are included, — were perverted). 

loved and were are the indefinite 
past tense, implying the general usage and 
state of men, when and after the light 
came into the world. 20.] This verse 
analyzes the psychological grounds of the 
preening. The light is not here ‘ the com- 
mon light of day,' nor light in general: 
but, as before, the Light ; i. e, the Lord 
Jesus, and His salvation ; see ver. 21 end. 

There* is here a difference between 

E 


the verbs used in the original in the ex- 
pressions doeth evil and doeth the truth, 
which is too remarkable to bo passed over, 
— especially as the same distinction is ob- 
serve in ch. V. 29. I think the distinc- 
tion is perhaps this, — that the first verb 
represents more the habit of action; so 
that we might say ‘Ac that practises 
evil;* but the second the true doing of 
good, good fruit, good that remains. He 
who practises, has nothing but practice, 
which is an event, a thing of the past, a 
source to him only of condemnation ; he 
has nothing to shew for it, for it is also 
empty, worthless (which is the real primi- 
tive meaning of the adjective here rendered 
“ evil **) ; whereas he that does, makes, 
creates (for this is the force of the second 
verb), has his deed, or thing made, — he has 
abiding fruit ; his works do follow him. 
So that the expressions will not perhaps 
here admit of being interchanged. In the 
allusion to darkness, there may possibly be 
a hint at the coming by night of Nicode- 
mus, but surely only by a distant implica- 
tion. He might gather this from what 
was said, that it would have been better 
for him to make open confession of Jesus; 
but we can hardly say that our Lord re- 
proves him for coming even as he did. 

21.] Who is this doer of the truth 1 the 
end of ch. i. will best explain to us , — in 
whom there is no guile, see also Luke viii. 
15, and Ps. xv. The prg>otiser of wicked- 
ness is crooked and perverse; he has a 
light, which he does not follow ; he knows 
the light, and avoids it ; and so there is no 
truth, singleness, in him ; he is a man at 
variance with himself. But the simple and 
single-minded is he who knowing and ap- 
proving the light, comes to it ; and comes 
that he may be carried onward in this 
spirit of truth and single-mindedness to 
higher degrees of communion with and 
likeness to God. “ The good man Meks the 
light, and to place his works in the light, not 

K 2 
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■ truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifest, that they are. wrought in God. 

After these things came J esus and his disciples into 
toh.iv, 2 . the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with thenf, ^and 
baptized. 23 And John also was baptizing in ^non near 
to ^ Salim, because there was much water there: * and 
yMatt.xir.6. they came, and were baptized. 24 Por ^ John was not 
yet cast into prison. 25 Then there arose a question 
^ between some of John's disciples and the Jeivs about purify- 

* render, the truth. 

t read and render, on the part of John^s disciples with a Jew. 


from a vain love of praise, hut from a desire 
for communion wherein he finds strength 
and security,^’ De Wettc. Hut this is not 
all : the manifesting his works j tHat they 
are wrought in God, is and can he only hy 
the candle of the Lord being kindled within 
him, and he himself horn again in the 
Kingdom of God ; see Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24. 

We hear nothing of the efleet pro- 
duced on Nieodemus by this interview. 
It certainly did not alienate him from 
Jesus, sec ch. vii. 50; xix. 39, also eh. xii. 
42. It speaks for the simplicity and 
historic trutlifulness of our Evangelist, that 
he adds nothing more, and even leaves un- 
told the immediate result which the dis- 
course had.** Bauingarten-Crusius. 

22 — 36.] Removal of Jesus and His 
disciples into the neighbourhood' of the 
Baptist, whoy upon occasion given, bears 
another notable testimony to Him, 

22.] After these things ; the sequence is 
not immediate; for this, St. John uses 
“ aji^er this ** or “ thaif see ch. xi. 7, 11 ; 
xix. 28 . the land of Judaea] The 
rural districts of Judma, in distinction 
from the metropolis. baptized, 

viz. by means of His disciples ; — see ch. iv. 
2, and note. The place is not named : 
perhaps He did not remain in one fixed 
spot. 23.] The situation of these 

places is uncertain. Eusebius and Jerome 
place Salim eight Roman miles south of 
Seythopolis, and JEnon at tlie same dis- 
tance, on the Jordan. If Seythopolis was 
the ancient Bethshan, both places were in 
Samaria : and to this agree Epiphanius, 
and the Samaritan chronicle colled Abul 
Phatach. In Judith iv. 4, we find men- 
tion of the valley of Salem ** in Samaria 
(see note on Heb. vii. 1). An ACnon in 
the wilderness of Judah is mentioned Josh. 
XV. 61 (in the Alexandrine text of the 
LXX, not in our English Bible) and ib, 
ver. 32, Shilhim (Seleem, LXX) and Ain, 
both in Judah, where it is certainly more 


probable, both from the text here and 
from other considerations, that John would 
have beeif^aptizing, than in Samaria. 
The name JSnon is an intensitive form of 
Ain, a fountain, which answers to the 
description here given. Both places were 
West of the Jordan : see ver. 26, and com- 
pare ch. i. 28. they came, and were 

baptized, i. the multitudes. 

24.] There is much difficulty, which pro- 
bably never will be cleared up, about the 
date of the imprisonment of John, and its 
reference to the course of our Lord*s 
ministry. Between Matt. iv. 11, 12, there 
seems to be a wide hiatus, in which (see 
note there) the first chapters of tliis Gos- 
pel should be inserted. But the records 
from which the three Gospels have arisen 
were apparently unconscious of any such 
interval. Our Evangelist seems here to 
refer to such records, and to insert this 
remark, that it might not be imagined, as 
it would be from them, that our Lord’s 
public ministry (in the wider sense, see 
below on ver. 26) began with the imprison- 
ment of the Baptist. 25.] The cir- 

cumstances under which this dispute arose 
seem to have been these:— John and our 
Lord were baptizing near to one another. 
(On the relation of their baptisms, see 
below on ver. 26.) They were both watched 
jealously (see ch. iv. 1) by the Pharisees. 
One of these (a Jew, i. e. a certain Jew, 
which, in St. John’s use of that term, 
would moan, one of the rulers or chief 
men) apj^ars to have entered into dispute 
with the disciples of John about the rela- 
tive importance of the two baptisms ; they 
perhaps maintaining that their master’s 
purification preparatory to the Messiah 
was absolutely necessary for all, aUd he 
(the Jew) pointing out to them the ap- 
parent inconsistency of this Messiah him- 
self authorizing a baptism in his name, and 
alleging that if so, their master’s baptism 
was rendered superfluous. ^ are dnven 
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ing. And they came unto John, and said unto him, 

Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, *to whom 1^7. is, 
thou ^ barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all 
men tome to him. ^7 John answered and said, ® A man aicoriv.?. 
can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 

Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, am not i> oh. 1. 20, 27. 
the Christ, but ® that I am sent before him. ^ He that °K“i;2; 
hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the d Kt® xx^: 2. 

^ 2 Cor. xl. 2. 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
^ greatl/y because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy ever Is. 
therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must fMatt.xiviu. 
decrease, e cometh from above ^ is above all : 5. 

^ render y hast b|[rne. ^ render y with joy. 

to these conjectures, because the text gives 28.] “Not only so, but I have always 
us no further insight into the fact, than given the same consistent testimony ; that 
what the circumstances and the answer of I was only the forerunner of One greater 
John render probable. 26.] Com- than myself.^' The word him in the 

pare ch. i. 28; aU men come to original does not refer to the Christ:** 

him] Not, probably, any who had been but to Jesus, as the subject of ver. 26; 
baptized already by John ; %ut multitudes and thus is not merely a general testimony 
of persons. The baptism now carried on with regard to the Messiah, but a 'personal 
by the disciples appears to have stood very one to Jesus. In reading this verse there- 
much in the same position as that of John, fore, strong emphasis should be laid on the 
It was preparatory to the public ministry word him. 29.] Here first, (and 

of our Lord properly so called, which here only in our Gospel,) comes, from the 
began in Galilee after the imprisonment of mouth of the Forerunner, this great sym- 
Jolm. It was not accompanied with the boli cal reference, which is so common in the 
of the Spirit, see ch. vii. 39. As other Gospels and in the Epistles. It is 
John’s commission was now on the wane, remarkable that our Lord brings it for- 
so our Lord’s was expanding. The solemn^ w'ard in His answer to the disciples of 
cleansing of the temjde was its opening ; John respecting fasting. Matt. ix. 15 : 
and now it is proceeding onwards, gather- where sec note on the further import of 
ing multitudes around it (see ch. iv. 1). the terms used. The friend of the 

27.] The subject of this answer bridegroom was the regular organ of com- 
is, — the divinely -appointed humiliation munication in the preliminaries of mar- 
aud eclipsing of the Baptist himself before riage, and had the ordering of the marriage 
the greater majesty of Kim who was come feast. It is to this last time, and not to 
after him. Accordingly he begins in this any ceremonial custom connected with the 
verse by answering to the zeal of his dis- marriage rites, that this verse refers. The 
ciples, ‘that he cannot go beyond the friend rejoices at hearing the voice of the 
bounds of his heaven -appointed mission.’ bridegroom, (sec Jer. vii. 34; xvi. 9; xxv. 
“I cannot arrogate to myself and take 10; Rev. xviii. 23,) in his triumph and 
upon me what God has not given.” Wet- joy, at the marriage. He rejoiceth with 
stein. Some apply the words to Jesus : — joy because he hears in the voice of the 
“ If His circumstances are more illustrious. Bridegroom an assurance of the happy 
and all men come to Him, it is no matter completion of his mission, and on account 
of wonder; for such would be the case of the voice itself, — “so sweet, so lovely, 
with Divinity.” Chrysostom. But the so telling of salvation.” The words 
whole tone of the answer makes the other standeth and belong merely to the graphic 
view more Hkely. Of course the remark, setting forth of the similitude. this 

beii^ general, may in the background have my joy therefore is fulfilled] “ Because I 
reference to the greater mission of Jesus; have presented the bride to Him, and fuL 
but not primarily. The parallelism of filled, as is elsewhere said, the ministry 
“ a man ** here, and himself, as the subject entrusted to me.” Euthymius. 
of “ I said ** in the next verse, also sup- 30.] decrease, as the morning-star at 
ports this* view ; see Heb. v. 4. the rise of the PUn." Euthymiiw, See note 
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1 1 Cor. IT. 47. 8 he that is of the earth is 1 earthly, and speaketh of the 
jici^rLM. earth: ’’he that cometh from heaven is above all. ^3 A.nd 
pKn.ii.*®; *what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and 
no man receiveth his testimony. He that hath rereived 
kiiohnT.io. Jiis testimony, ^hath set to] his seal that God is true. 
ich.TU.i6. 34ipQr whom God hath] sent speaketh the words 
mch. 1 . 16 . of God: for God giveth not the Spirit "'by measure 

y render, of the earth. * omit for perspicuity, 

^ omit. 


on Matt. xi. 2 ff. 81.] Many modem 

critics maintain that after ver. 30 we have 
the words, not of the Baptist^ hut of the 
JEvangelist. Liicke and De Wette as- 
sume that the Evangelist has put his own 
thoughts into the Baptist’s mouth, or at 
least mixed them with his words. The 
reason of this arbitrary hypothesis is, {a) 
That the sentiments of the following verses 
seem to them not to he congruous with the 
time and position of the Baptist. But 
some of them confess that this very posi- 
tion of the Baptist is to them yet un- 
explained, and are disposed to question the 
applicability to their idea of it of very 
much which is undoubtedly recorded to 
have been said by him. So that we can- 
not allow such a view much critical weight, 
unless it can be first clearly shewn, what 
were the Baptist’s convictions concerning 
the Person and Office of out Lord, (h) 
That the diction and sentiments of the 
following verses are so entirely in the 
style of our JEvangelist. But first, I by 
no means grant this, in the sense which is 
here meant. It will be seen by the refF. 
in my Greek Test, that the Evangelist 
does not so frequently repeat his own 
favourite expressions as in most other pas- 
sages of equal length. And even were 
this so, the remark made above on vv. 16 — 
21, would apply here also ; that the Evan- 
gelist’s peculiar style of theological expres- 
sion was formed on some model ; and on 
what more likely than in the first place 
the discourses of his divine Master, and 
then such sententious and striking tes- 
timonies as the present ? But there is a 
weightier reason than these for opposing 
the above view, and that arises from what 
modern criticism has been so much given 
to overlook, — the inner coherence (f the 
diacowrse itself; in which John explains 
to his disciples the reason why He must 
increase ; whereas his own dignity was to 
be eclips^ before Him, This will be seen 
below as we proceed. And there is 
nothing inoon^stent with what the Lord 
himself says of the Baptist in these verses. 


He (the Baptist) ever speaks not as a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, not as within the Kingdom, 
— but as knowing the blessedness of those 
who should be within it ; as standing hy, 
and hearing the Bridegroom’s voice. 

Nor again j^here any thing inconsistent 
with the frame of mind which prompted 
the question sent by John to our Lord 
afterwards in the onward waning of his 
days in prison; see note on Matt. xi. 2. 

he that oometh from heaven] This 
gives us the reason why He must increase : 
His power anA Ilis words are not from 
below, temporary, limited ; but are divine 
and inexhaustible ; and, ver. 32], His 
witness is not, like John’s, only of what he 
has been forewarned to expect, but of that 
which He has seen and heard. But no 
man, — i.e. in reference to the world, into 
which He is come, the darkness in which 
His light shines, — no one comparatively , — 
receives His testimony. The state of men’s 
minds at Jerusalem with regard to Jesus 
' must ere this have been well known to the 
Baptist. 33, 34.] This exception shews 
the correctness of the sense just assigned 
to *^no manJ* “He that hath received 
His testimony, and believeth Him, hath 
confirmed, shewn, that God is true who 
sent Him, Wliose are the words which He 
speaks; but he that hath not received it 
and disbelieveth Him, doeth the contrary, 
and in fact is an open withstander of God,” 
Euthymius. true, not as Wetstein, 
that God has been true to His promises by 
the prophets : this does not suit the con- 
text ; but as above from Euthym., true in 
Himself : a revealer, and fountain of truth. 

for God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure] Seeing that the contrast is be- 
tween the unlimited gift of the Spirit to 
Him that comes from above, and the limited 
participation of Him by those who are of 
the earth ; we must not understand the 
assertion generally, but supply to Rim as 
has usually been done. The Rabbinical 
books say that the Holy Spirit was only 
given to the prophets by measure. This 
unmeasured pouring of the Spirit on Him 
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]y unto lihY{\, ssn'jtjjg Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. ^6 og;^ believeth on ch!v® 26 .M: 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not ^ 
the Set! shall not see life: but the wrath of God abideth 

• vl.*47. 

on ilim. ver. 16^10. 

IV. 1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees i io. 
had heard that Jesus made and “baptized more disciples » oh. 111 . 23 , 80 . 
than John, ^ (though Jesus himself baptized not, but his 
dfeciples,) 3 he left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 

^ And he must needs go through Samaria. ^ ® Then cometh 
he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the 
parcel of ground ^ that Jacob gave to his son Joseph, 


® Now Jacob’s well yas there. 

^ not in the original, 

accounts for his speaking the words of God. 

36.] This, again, is the ground why 
the Father gives not the Spirit by measure 
(to Him) : see Matt. xi. 27 — 29, with which 
this verse forms a remarkah^ point of con- 
nexion, shewing that what is commonly 
known as John’s form of expression was 
not confined to him, but originated higher, 
having its traces in the narrative of the 
other Gospels, which is confessedly, in its 
main features, independent of him. 

86.] Compare ch, i. 12, 13 ; ver. 15. 

The word rendered ** believeth noV* may 
mean disobeyeth, and is so rendered Rom. 
ii. 8 ; X. 21 ; 1 Pet. ii. 7, and elsewhere. 
Unbelief implies disobedience. abideth] 
It was on him, see ver. 18, in his state of 
darkness and nature, — and can only be 
removed by faith in the Son of God, which 
he has not. 

Chap. IV. 1 — 64.] Manifestation 
OF Himself as the Son of God in 
Samabia and Galilee. 1 — 42.] On his 
way hack to Oalilee through Samariat he 
discourses with a Samaritan woman. Con- 
fession of his Messiahship by the Sama- 
ritans. 1.] An inference may be 

drawn from this, that our Lord knew the 
anger of the Pharisees to be more directed 
against Him than against the Baptist, — 
probably on account of what had passed in 
Jerusalem. that Jesus, not ^Hhat He** 
.... because the report which the Pha- 
risees had heard is given verbatim. 

2.] Probably for the same reason that 
Paul did not baptize usually (1 Cor. i, 
14~ 16) ; viz. because His office was to 
preach and teach; — and the disciples as 
yet had no office of this kind. To assume 
a further reason, e.g. that there might not 
be ground for those whom the Lord himself 
had baptiz6<k to boast of it, is arbitraiy 


Jesus therefore, being 

® render, So he COmeth. 

and unnecessary. 4 .] If He w’as already 
on the borders of Samaria, not far from 
ACnon (see note on ch. iii. 23), the direct 
way was through Samaria. Indeed with- 
out this assumption, wo know from Jo- 
sephus that the Galilseans ordinarily took 
this way. But there was probably design 
also in the journey. It could not have 
been mere speed, — since He made two 
days’ stay on the way. 6.] Sychar is 
better known by the 0. T. name of She- 
chem. It was a very old town on the 
range of Mt. Ephraim, in a narrow valley 
between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, Judg. 
ix. 7. Some think that Sychar, which 
means “ drunken,” was originally a con- 
temptuous name applied by the Jews to 
Shechem, — which had supplanted the 
proper appellation. Very near it was 

afterwards built Flavia Neapolis. There is 
along and interesting history of Sychem, 
and the Samaritan worship on Gerizim, 
and the Christian church in the neighbour- 
hood, in Robinson’s Palestine, iii. 113 — 
186. See also Dr. Thomson, the Land 
and the Book, p. 472 ff. He thinks that 
Sychar and Shechem are not the same, 
because at Shechem (Nablus) there are 
delicious fountains of water, which the 
woman would hardly have left to draw 
from a deep well two miles off. 
the parcel of gn^ound that Jacob gave to 
his son Joseph] This is traditional : it 
finds however support from Gen. xxxiii. 19, 
where we find Jacob buying a field near 
Shechem, and Josh. xxiv. 32, where, on 
the mention of Joseph’s bones being laid 
there, it is said that it became the inhe- 
ritance of the children of Joseph. Our 
Lord does not allude to the tradition in the 
conversation, though tlie woman does. 

6.] Robinson (iii. 112) can only solve the 
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wearied with his journey, ^ sat thus on the well : and it 
was about the sixth hour. 7 There cometh a woman of 
Samaria to draw water : Jesus saith unto her, Give me to 
drink. ® (For his disciples were gone away unto t&e city 
to buy ® meat,) ® Then saith the woman of Samaria unto 
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, 
c 8 Kinff. which am a woman of Samaria ? for the^ Jews have no 

Lu^ii. dealings with \}the'] Samaritans, Jesus answered and 

Acts 1. 28. unto her. If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it 

is that saith to thee, Give me to drink: thou wouldest 


Jer.il. 18. -I T A 1 • 

have asked of him, and 

^ render, waS sitting. 

difficulty of the present well standing in a 
spot watered by so many natural foun- 
tains, by supposing that it may have been 
dug, according to the practice of the 
patriarchs, by Jacob, in connexion with 
the plot of ground which he bought, to 
have an independent supply of water, 
thus refers to being wearied with his jour- 
ney, and might be expressed by accordingly. 
There is no authority for the meaning 
'just as he was,^ or ‘just as it happened,' 
i. e. on the bare stone. the sixth hour, 
i.e. mid-day. Townson supposed the sixth 
hour, according to St. John, to mean six 
in the evening, ‘ after the way of reckoning 
in Asia Minor;' — but, as Liicke observes, 
this way of reckoning in Asia Minor is a 
pure invention of Townson's, A decisive 
answer however to such a supposition here, 
or any where else in our Evangelist, is, 
that he would naturally have specified 
whether it was 6 a.m. or p.m. The «»- 
usualness of a woman coming to draw 
water at mid-day is no argument against 
its possihililg ; indeed the very fact of her 
being alone seems to shew that it was not 
the common time. 8 .] The disciples 

had probably taken with them the baggage, 
among which would be the vessel for draw- 
ing water, — see ver. 11. The Rabbis 

say that a Jew might not eat the bread or 
drink the wine of a Samaritan ; but that 
appears from this verse to be exaggerated. 

9. being a Jew] She knew this 
perhaps by his dress, more probably by 
his dialect. There seems to be a sort of 
playful triumph in the woman’s question, 
q.d. ‘even a Jew, when weary and athirst, 
can humble himself to ask drink of, a 
Samaritan woman.' for Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritons are the words 
of the Evangelist to explain her question. 
The word rendered have no dealings is 
properly spoken of trade , — but here is iij a 


he would have given thee ‘^living 

® render, lood. ^ omit. 

wider signification. Tlie fact is abundantly 
illustrated in the Rabbinical writings. 
The question of the woman shews a lively 
na'ive disposition, which is further drawn 
out and exemplified by Him who knew 
what is in man, in the following dialogue. 

10.] The important words the gift 
of God have been misunderstood by many 
Commentators. Some suppose them to 
mean ^ our Lord Himself,^ and to be in 
apposition with the next clause, and who 
it is Ac. Others, ‘ this opportunity of 
speaking with Me.* Doubtless both these 
meanings are involved, — especially the 
former : but neither of them is the primary 
one, as addressed to the woman. The 
watee is, in this first part of the 
discourse, the subject, and serves as a 
point of connexion, whereby the woman’s 
thoughts may be elevated, and her desire 
aroused. The process of the discourse in 
this particular is similar to that in Acts 
xiv. 17. From recognizing this water as 
the gift of God, in its limitation, ver. 13, 
and its parabolic import, ver. 14, her view 
is direoted to Him who was speaking with 
her, and the Gift which He should bestow, 
— THE GIFT OP THE HOLT SPIRIT : See 

ch. vii, 37 — 39. who it is] These 

pregnant words form the second step in 
our Lord's declaration. He who speaks 
with thee is no ordinary Jew, nor any 
ordinary man, but One who can give thee 
the gift of God ; One sent from God, and 
God Himself. All this lies in the words, 
which however only serve to arouse in 
the woman's mind the question of ver. 12 
(see below). living water] Defign- 
^ly used in a double sense by our Lord, 
that the woman may lay hold of the 
material meaning, and by it be awakened 
to the higher one (see reff.). The words 
bring with them, and in ^ur. Lord's 
inner meaning involved, the •performance 
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water. The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep : from whence 
then hast thou that living water ? Art thou greater 
than oftr father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank 
thereof himself, and his S children^ and his cattle ? Jesus 
answered and said unto her, ^ Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again: but ® whosoever ^drinketh of ach.vi.86,68. 

the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him ^ shall ^ he iii him a well fch.vu.ss, 

E render^ sons. ^ render. Every One that drinketh. 

i render, shall have drunk. 

^ render, shall thirst no more for ever. 


1 render, become. , 

of all such prophetic promises as Ezck. 
xxxvi. 25 ; Zeeh. xiii. 1 (see also Jer. 
ii. 13) ; but, as regarded the woman, 
the ordinary sense was that intended 
for her to fasten on, which she does ac- 
cordingly. On the question, how this 
living water could be now given, before 
Jesus was glorified, see on ch. vii. 38, 39. 

11, 12.] Though Sir’^ (the same 
word as that commonly rendered Lord”) 
is not to be pressed as emphatic, it is not 
without import; it surely betokens a dif- 
ferent regard of the stranger than the 
words thou being a Jew” did; — ‘'She 
calls him ‘ Sir,* thinking Him to he some 
great man.’' Euthymius. Thp course of 
her thoughts appears to be : “ Thou canst 
not mean living water (‘ bubbling up and 
leaping,’ Euthymius), jfrom this well, be- 
cause thou hast no vessel to draw with, and 
it is deep ; whence then hast thou (knowest 
thou of, drawest thou) the living water of 
which thou speaJcest 1 Our father Jacob 
was contented with this, used it, and be- 
queathed it to us : if thou hast better 
water, and canst give it, thou must be 
greater than Jacob” There is something 
also of Samaritan nationality speaking here. 
Claiming Jacob as her father (Josephus 
says of the Samaritans, ‘ When they see the 
Jews prospering, they call them their rela- 
tives, as being themselves sprung from Jo- 
seph ; but when they see them in trouble, 
they profess to have no coimexion with 
them’), she expresses by this question an 
appropriation of descent from him, such as 
almost to exclude, or at all events set at a 
greater distance, the Jews, to one of whom 
she believed herself to be speaking. 

13 , 14 .] Our Lord, without noticing this, 
by His answer leaves it . to be implied, 
that, assuming what she has stated. He 
w greater* Jacob : for his (Jacob’s) 


gift was of water which cannot satisfy; 
but the water which He should give has 
living power, and becomes an eternal 
fountain within. This however, ‘that He 
was greater than Jacob,* lies only in the 
background : the water is the subject, as 
before. The words apply to every 

similar quenching of desire by earthly 
means : ^he desire springs up again ; — 
is not satisfied, but only postponed. The 
manna was as insufficient to satisfy hunger, 
— as this water, thirst, see ch. vi. 49, 58 : 
it is only the living water, and the bread 
of life, which can satisfy. . In the 
original, the words Every one that drinketh 
set forth the recurrence, the interrupted 
seasons, of the drinking of earthly water ; 
— but whosoever shall have drunk sets 
forth the once having tasted, and ever con- 
tinuing in the increasing power, and living 
forth-flowing, of that life-long draught. 

shall thirst no more for ever, shall 
never have to go away and be exhausted, 
and come again to be filled ; — but shall 
have the spring at home, in his own breast, 
— so that he can “ draw water with joy out 
of the wells of salvation” (Isa. xii. 3) at 
his pleasure. “ When thirst does recur, it 
is the defect of the man, not of the water.” 
Bengel. shall become a well] All 

earthly supplies have access only into 
those lower parts of our being where the 
desires work themselves out — are but local 
applications; but the heavenly gift of 
spiritual life which Jesus gives to those 
who believe on Him, enters into the' very 
secret and highest place of their personal 
life, the source whence the desires spring 
out : — and, its nature being living and 
spiritual, it does not merely supply, but it 
lives and waxes onward, unto everlasting 
life, in duration, and also as producing 
and sustaining it. It should npt be 
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« of water springing up into everlasting life. ^ The 
woman saith imto him, Sir, give me this water, that I 
ijohuT.ao. neither come hither to draw, Jesus saith 

unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. ^ The 
woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said 
unto her. Thou hast well said, ^ I have no husband : for 
thou hast had five husbands ; and he whom thou now hast 

^ letter, An husband I have not : see note. 


overlooked, that this discourse had, be- 
sides its manifold and wonderful meaning 
for us all, an especial moral one as ap- 
plied to the woman,— who, by successive 
draughts at the ‘broken cistern' of carnal 
lust, hod been vainly seeking solace : — 
and this consideration serves to bind on 
the following verses (ver. 16 ff.) to the 
preceding, by another link besides those 
noticed below. 16.] This request 

seems to be made still under a misunder- 
standing, but not so great an one as at 
first sight appears. She apprehends this 
water as something not requiring a water- 
pot to draw it ; — as something whose power 
shall never fail ; — which shall quench thirst 
for over; — and half in banter, half in 
earnest, wishing perhaps besides to see 
w’hether the gift would after all be con- 
ferred, and how, — she mingles in with 
**this water — implying some view of 
its distinct nature, — her ‘ not coming 
hither to draw,' — her willing avoidance of 
the toil of her noonday journey to the well. 
Wo must be able to enter into the com- 
plication of her character, and the impres- 
sions made on her by the strange things 
which she has heard, fully to appreciate 
the spirit of this answer. 16.] The 

cojmexion of this verse with the foregoing 
has been much disputed ; and the strangest 
and most unworthy views have been taken 
of it. Some (e. g. Grotius) have strangely 
preferred it to the supposed indecorum of 
the longer continuance of the colloquy with 
tlie woman alone; some more strangely 
still (Cyril of Alexandria) to the incapacity 
of the female mind to apprehend the mat- 
ters of which He was to speak. Both these 
need surely no refutation. The band of 
women from Galilee, ‘ last at the cross, and 
earliest at the tomb,’ are a sufficient answer 
to them. Those approach nearer the 
truth, who believe the command to have 
been given to awaken her conscience; or 
to shew her the divine knowledge which 
the Lord had of her heart. But I am per- 
suaded that the right account is found, in 
viewing this command, as the first step of 


granting her request, ** give me this water.** 
The first work of the Spirit of God, and of 
Him who here spoke in the fulness of that 
Spirit, is, to convince of sin. The ‘ give 
me this water' was not so simple a matter 
as she supp^^d. The heart must first be 
laid bare omore the wisdom of God: the 
secret sins set in the light of His counte- 
nance ; and this our Lord here does. The 
command itself is of course given in the 
fulness of knowledge of her sinful condi- 
tion of life. In every conversation which 
our Lord heliLwith men, while He con- 
nects usually one remark with another by 
the common links which bind human 
thought, we perceive that He knows, and 
secs through, those with whom He speaks. 

17.] This answer is not for a mo- 
ment to be treated as something unex- 
pected by Him who commanded her. Ho 
has before Him her whole life of sin, which 
she in vain endeavours to cover by the 
doubtful words of this verse. 18.] 

Tlierc was literal truth, but no more, in 
the woman’s answer : and the Lord, by 
His divine knowledge, detects the hidden 
falsehood of it. Notice it is true (a fact 
— bare truth), not truly : this one word 
was true : further shewn by the emphatic 
position of the word husband in our Lord's 
answer, — which was not so placed in hers. 

thou hast had five husbands] These 
five were certainly lawful husbands ; they 
are distinguished from the sixth, who wa^ 
not ; — probably the woman had been sepa- 
rated from some by divorce fthe law of 
which was but loose among tne Samari- 
tans),— from some by death,— or perhaps 
by other reasons more or less discreditable 
to her character, which had now become 
degraded into that of an openly licentious 
woman. The conviction of sin here lies 
beneath the surface ; it is not pressed, nor 
at the moment does it seem to have worjeed 
deeply, for she goes on with the conversa- 
tion with apparent indifference to it ; but 
our Lord's words in w. 25, 26 would tend 
to infix it more deeply, and we find at ver. 
29, that it had been working during her 
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is not thy husband : in that ^ saidst thou truly, The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, *^1 perceive that thou art a bLuiieTii.M: 

prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped in Hhis mountain; 

and ye^say, that in ^Jerusalem is the place where men kiSeS.^rii!* 

ought to worship. 2i Jesus saith unto her, Woman, be- 

lieve me, the hour cometh, ^ when ye shall neither in this iMai.Lu. 

mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

23 Ye worship know, not what : we know what we wor- 

^ render, hast thou spokon true. 

® render, that which ye know not : we worship that which we 
know. 


journey back to the city. 19.] In 

speaking this her conviction, she virtually 
confesses all the truth. ThaA she should 
pass to another subject immediately, seems, 
as Stier remarks, to arise, not from a wish 
to turn the conversation from a matter so 
unpleasing to her, but from a real desire to 
obtain from this Prophet the teaching re- 
quisite that she may pray to God accept- 
ably. The idea of her endeavouring to 
escape from the hordes rehuke, is quite in- 
consistent with her recognition of Him as 
a prophet. Kather we may suppose a 
pause, which makes it evident that He 
does not mean to proceed further with His 
laying open of her character. 20.] in 

this mountain — Mount Gerizim, on which 
once stood the national temple of the Sa- 
maritan race. In Neh. xiii. 28, we read 
that the grandson of the high priest 
Eliashib was banished by Nehemiah be- 
cause be was son-in-law to Sanballat, the 
Persian satrap of Samaria. Him Sanballat 
not only received, but made him high 
priest of a temple which he built on Mount 
Gerizim. Josephus makes this apix)intment 
sanctioned by Alexander, when at Tyre ; — 
but the chronology is certainly not accu- 
rate, for between Sanballat and Alexander 
is a difference of nearly a century. This 
temple was destroyed 200 years after by 
John Hyreanus (b.c. 129) ; but the Sama- 
ritans still used it as a place of prayer and 
sacrifice, and to this day the few Samari- 
tans resident in Nablus (Sychem) call it the 
holy mountain, and turn their faces to it 
in prayer. They defended their prac- 

tice by Dent, xxvii. 4, where our reading 
and the Heb. and LXX is Ebal, but tliat 
of the Samaritan Pentateuch, Gerizim (pro- 
bably an alteration) : also by Gen. xii. 6, 7 ; 
xiii.^; xxxiii. 18, 20; Deut. xi. 26 ff. 

Our fathers most likely means not the pa- 
triarchs, but the ancestors of the then Sa- 
maritans. the place where men ought 
to worship] The definite place spoken of 


in Deut. xii. 6. She pauses, having 

suggested, rather than asked, a question, 
— seeming to imply, ‘ Before 1 can receive 
this gift of God, it must be decided, where 
I can acceptably pray for it ; * and she 
leaves it for Him whom she now recog- 
nizes as a prophet, to resolve this doubt. 

21.] Our Lord first raises her view 
to a higher point than her question im- 
plied, or than indeed she, or any one, 
without His prophetic announcement, 
could then have attained. The con- 
cluding words mean, Ye shall worship the 
Father, but not (only) in this mountain, 
nor in Jerusalem .... The prophe- 
tic ye shall worship, though embracing in 
its wider sense all mankind, may be taken 
primarily as foretelling the success of the 
Gospel in Samaria, Acts viii. 1 — 26. 
the Father, as implying the One God and 
Father of all. There is also, as Calvin 
remarks, a “tacit opposition between the 
Father, — and our father Jacob, ver. 12, 
our fathers, ver. 20. 22.] But He 

w'ill not leave the temple of Zion and the 
worship appointed by God without His 
testimony. He decides her question not 
merely by affirming, but by proving the 
Jewish worship to be the right one. In 
the Samaritan worship there was no lead- 
ing of God to guide them, there were no 
prophetic voices revealing more and more 
of His purposes. The neuter, that which, 
is used to shew the want of personality and 
distinctness in their idea of God : — the 
second that which, merely as correspond- 
ing to it in the other member of the sen- 
tence. Or perhaps better, both, as desig- 
nating merely the abstract object of wor- 
ship, not the personal God. The word 
we is remarkable, as being the only in- 
stance of our Lord thus sj^eaking. But 
the nature of the case accounts for it. He 
never elsewhere . is speaking to one so set 
in opposition to the Jews on a point where 
Himself and the Jews stood together for 
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“salvation ^is of the Jews. ^ But the hour 
Cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor- 
oPhii.iu. 8 . ship the Father in ® spirit ^and in truth : for ^ the Father 
q 2 Cor. w. 17. seeketh such to worship him, God is a Spirit : aftid they 
that worship him must worship [® him\ in spirit and in 

P render, because. ^ render, COmeth. 

r render, such the Father also seeketh them that worship him 
to be. 


® omit : not in the original, 

God’s truth. He now speaks as a Jew. 
The nearest approach to it is in His answer 
to the Canaanitish woman, Matt. xv. 24, 
26. because : this is the reason why 

we know what we worship, because the 
promises of God are made to us, and we 
}x)S8e88 them and believe them ; see Rom. 
iii. 1, 2. salvation (or, literally, the 

salvation [of men] ) cometh of the Jews] 
It was in this point especially, expectation 
of the promised salvation by the great 
Deliverer (see Gen. xlix. 18), that the 
Samaritan rejection of the prophetic word 
had made them so deficient in comparison 
of the Jews. But not only this ; — the 
Messiah Himself was to spring from among 
the Jews, and had sprung from among 
them ; — not shall come,” but cometh, tlie 
abstract present, hut perhaps with a refer- 
ence to what was then happening. See 
Isa. ii. 1 — 3. 23.] The discourse re- 

turns to the ground taken in ver. 21, hut 
not so as to make ver. 22 parenthetical 
only ; the spiritual worship now to be 
spoken of is the carrying out and conse- 
quence of the salvation just mentioned, 
and could not have been brought in with- 
out it. and now is] ‘*This which 
was not added in ver. 21, is now added, 
that the woman might not think that the 
locality of this true worship was to he 
sought in Judaja alone,” Ilengel. 
the true worshippers, as distinguished (1) 
from hypocrites, who have pretended to 
worship Him ; (2) from all who went be- 
fore, whose worship was necessarily imper- 
fect. The words in spirit and in truth 
(not without an allusion to “ in this rnoun- 
tain”) are, in their first meaning, opposed to 
in mere habit and falsehood , — and denote 
the earnestness of spirit with which the 
true worshippers shall worship j so Ps. 
cxlv. 18, “ The Lord is nigh .... unto all 
that call upon him in truth,” A deeper 
meaning is brought out where the ground 
of this kind of worship is stated, in the 
next verse. Such worshippers God 

not only * requires,' from His very nature, 
but seeks, — is seeking. This seeking on 
the part of the Father naturally brings in 


the idea, in the woman’s answer, of the 
Messiah, by Whom He seeks (Luke xix. 10) 
His true worshippers to gather them out 
of the world. 24.] God is a Spirit, 
was the great Truth of Judaism, whereby 
the Jews wqjpe distinguished from the idol- 
atrous people around them. And the Sama- 
ritans held even more strongly than the 
Jews the pure monotheistic view. Traces 
of this, remarks Liicke, are found in the 
alterations made by them in their Penta- 
teuch, long before the time of this history. 
This may perhaps be partly the reason why 
our Lord, as €Iengel remarks, ‘ never deli- 
vered, even to His disciples, things more 
sublime,’ than to this Samaritan woman. 

God being pure spirit (perhaps better 
not * a Spirit,’ since it is His Essence, not 
His Personality, which is here spoken of), 
cannot dwell in particular spots or temples 
(see Acts vii. 48 ; xvii. 24, 25) ; cannot 
require, nor be pleased with, earthly ma- 
terial offerings nor ceremonies, as such : 
on the other hand, is only to be approached 
in that part of our being, which is spirit, 
— and even there, inasmuch as He is pure 
and holy, with no by-ends nor hypocritical 
regards, but in truth and earnestness. But 
here comes in the deeper sense alluded to 
above. How is the Spirit of man to be 
brought into communion with God ? 
“ Thou seekest to pray in a temple : pray 
in thyself. But first be the temple of 
God,” Augustine. And how is this to be ? 
Man cannot make himself the temple of 
Ood. So that here comes in the gift of 
God, with which the discourse began , — the 
9\fl of the Holy Spirit, which • Clirist 
should give to them that believe on Him : 
thus we have Spraying in the Holy 
Spirit* Jude 20. So beautifully does the 
expression the Father here bring with it 
the new birth by the Spirit, — and for us, 
the readers of the Gospel, does the dis- 
course of ch. iii. reflect light on this. cAnd 
so wonderfully do these words form the 
conclusion to the great subject of these 
first chapters ; ‘ God is become one 
PLESH WITH trs, THAT WE MIGHT BE- 
COME ONE Spieit with Hi^.' 
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truth. The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias 
cometh, which is called Christ : when he is come, he will ^ w- 
tell us all things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, ® I that speak sMaw^xxvi. 
unto tftee am he. 27 And upon this came his disciples, 
and marvelled that he talked with the woman : yet no man 
said, What seekest thou P or. Why talkest thou with her ? 

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way 
into the city, and saith to the men, 29 Come, see a man, 

‘ which told me all things that ever I did : is [} not^ this tver. 26 , 
the Christ ? 30 Then they went out of the city, and came 

render, was talking with a woman. ^ omit 


26.] These words again s%em uttered 
under a complicated feeling. From her 
** sioTy” ver. 29, she certainly had some 
suspicion (in her own mind, perhaps over 
and beyond His own assertion of the fact : 
but see note there) that He who had told 
her all things, &c., was the Christ; and 
from her breaking in with this remark 
after the weighty truth wlflch had been 
just spoken, it seems as if she thought 
thus, ‘ How these matters may he, I cannot 
understand ; — they will he all made clear 
when the Christ shall come* The ques- 
tion of ver. 20 had not been answered to 
her liking or expectation : she therefore 
puts aside, as it were, what has been 
said, by a remark on that suspicion which 
was arising in her mind. It is not 

certain what expectations the Samaritans 
had regarding the Messiah. The view 
here advanced might be well derived 
from Dent, xviii. 15 and the name, and 
much that belonged to it, might have been 
borrowed from the Jews originally, 
which is caUed Christ appear to me to be 
the words of the woman, not of the Evan- 
gelist ; for in this latter case he would 
certainly have used Messias again in ver. 
29. Sec also the dilference of expression 
where he inserts an interpretation, ch. i. 
42: xix. 13, 17. It is possible that the 
name “ Christ** had become common in 
popular parlance, like many other Greek 
words and names. The verb rendered 

will tell xis is used especially of enouncing 
or 'propounding by divine or superior 
authority. 26.] Of the reasons 

which our Lord had, thus to declare Him- 
self to this Samaritan woman and through 
her4o the inhabitants of Sychem (ver. 42), 
as the Christ, thus early in his ministry, 
we surely are not qualified to judge. 
There is nothing so opposed to true Scrip- 
ture criticism, as to form a preconceived 
plan and rationale of the course of our 


Lord in the flesh, and then to force re- 
corded events into agreement with it. 
Such a plan will he formed in our own 
minds from continued study of the Scrip- 
ture ‘ narrative : — but by the arbitrary 
system which I am here condemning, the 
very facts which are the chief data of 
such a scheme, are themselves set asid^ 
When De Wette says, ‘ This early ana 
decided declaration of Jesus is in con- 
tradiction with Matt. viii. 4, and xvi. 20,’ 
— he forgets the very difterent circum- 
stances under which both those injunc- 
tions were spoken : — while he is forced to 
confess that it is in agreement with the 
whole spirit of the Sermon on the Mount. 
He who knew what was in man, varied His 
revelations and injunctions, as the time and 
place, and individual dispositions required. 

I] In saying I that speak unto thee. 
He intends a reference to her words, “ will 
tell us all things** — I am He, who am now 
speaking to thee — fulfilling part of this 
telling all things; see also her confession 
ver. 29. 27.] The ground of their 

wonder, as given in the original, was the cir- 
cumstance, that our Lord was talking with 
a woman. None of them said either — 
to the woman — What seekest thou? or to 
the Lord, Why talkest thou with her ? — 
or perhaps both questions to Him. Why 
talkest thou with her ? — I rather prefer 
the former interpretation. 28 — 30.] 

She does not mention to the men His own 
announcement of Himself,— but as is most 
natural under such circumstances, rests the 
matter on the testimony likely to weigh 
most with them, — her own. We often, 
and that unconsciously, put before another 
not our strongest, but what is likely to be 
his strongest reason. At the same tiine 
she shews how the suspicion expressed in 
ver. 25 arose in her own mind. 

30.] came,— more properly, were coming, 
— had not arrived, when what follows hap- 
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unto him. In the mean while his disciples prayed him, 
saying, Master, eat. ^2 g^t he said unto them, I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of. Therefore said the 
disciples one to another. Hath any man brouglit him 
ought to eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, “My meat is to 
S!’8 o: ^ do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35 Say not ye. There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest ? behold, I say unto you. Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields, * ^ for they are white already to harvest. 

^ hetiery to be doing. render^ that. 


pened. 31, 32.] The bodily thirst 

(and hunger probably, from the time of 
day) which our Lord had felt before, had 
been and was forgotten in the carrying on 
of His divine work in the soul of this 
Samaritan woman. Although I and you 
are emphatic, the words are not spoken in 
hlame, for none was deserved : but in ful- 
ness and earnestness of spirit ; — in a feel- 
kig analogous to that wliich comes upon 
us when called from high and holy em- 
ployment to the supply of the body or to 
the business of this world. 83.] It is 
very characteristic of the first part of this 
Gospel to bring forward instances of un- 
receptivity of spiritual meaning compare 
ver. 11 ; ch. ii. 20 ; iii. 4 ; vi. 42, 62. Tlie 
disciples probably liavc the woman in their 
thoughts. 34.] Christ alone could 

properly say these words. In the believer 
on Him, they are partially true, — true 
as for as he has received the Spirit, and 
entered into the spiritual life; — but in 
Him they were absolutely and fully true. 
His whole life was the doing of the 
Fatheris will. We can ‘eat and drink, 
&c. to the glory of God,’ - but in Him 
the hallowing of the Father’s name, 
doing His will, bringing about His King- 
dom, was His dail^ breads and super- 
seded the thoughts and desires for the 
other, needfid as it was for His humanity. 
My meat is to be (better, that' I 
may be) doing &c.] That is, it was our 
Lord’s continued sustenance, to be ever 
carrying onward to completion that per- 
formance of His Father’s will for which 
He came into the world. In the words 
finish his work, the way is prepared for 
the idea introduced in the next verse. 
These words give an answer to the ques- 
tioning in the minds of the disciples, and 
shew that He had been employed in the 
Faihef^s noorJc during their absence. 

35.] The sense of these much -controverted 
words will be best ascertained by narrowly 
observing the form of the sentence. 


Say not ye ... . surely cannot be the 
introduction to an observation of what 
was matter ef fact at the time. Had the 
words been spoken at a time when it 
wanted four months to the harvest^ and 
had our Lord intended to express is 

it conceivable that He should have thus in- 
troduced the remark ? Would not, rmist 
not, the question have been a direct one in 
that case — * are there not four months V 
&c. I know hot how to account for this 
‘ Bay not ye that .... except that it intro- 
duces some common saying which the 
Jews, or perhaps the people of Galilee 
only, were in the habit of using. Are 
not ye accustomed to say, that . . . .P 
That we hear of no such proverb elsewhere, 
is not to the point ; — for such unrecorded 
sayings are among every people. That we 
do not know whence to date the four 
months, is again no objection : — there may 
have been, in the part where the saying was 
usual (possibly in the land west of the lake 
of Tiberias, for those addressed were from 
thence, and the emphatic “ye” seems to 
point to some particular locality), some 
fixed period in the year ^ — the end of the 
sowing, or some religious anniversary, — 
when it was a common saying^ that it 
wanted four months to harvest. And this 
might have been the first date in the year 
which had regard to the harvest, and so 
the best known in connexion with it. 

If this be so, all that has been built on 
this saying, as giving a chronological date, 
must fall to the ground. (Lightfoot, ‘ 
Wieseler, and others, maintain, that since 
the harvest began on the 16th of Nisan, 
we must reckon four months back from 
that time for this journey through Sa- 
maria, which would bring it to the middle 
of Chisleu, i.e. the beginning of December.) 

To get the meaning of the latter 
part of the verso, we must endeavour to 
follow, as far as may be, the train of 
thought which pervades the discourse. He 
that soweth the good seed js^^the Son of 
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36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal : that both he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice together. ^7 And herein ^ is that 
saying %rue, One soweth, and another reapeth. 38 J sent 
you to reap that whereon ye ^ hestoived no labour : other 
men * laboured^ and ye are entered into their labours. 

39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on 
him yfor the saymg of the woman, which testified, Hey^e*^ *®- 
told me all that ever I did. ^ So when the Samaritans 
were come unto him, they besought him that he would 
tarry with them : and he abode there two days. And 
many more believed because of his* own word ; and said 
unto the woman, y Nou; we believe, not because of thy saying : 
for * we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is * f j *hi**iJ- 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

w render, is [fulfilled] that true saying. 

* render, have bestowed, and have laboured, 
y render, No longer do we believe because of thy story. 

Man : our Lord had now been employed in standing of the following verses depends. 
this His work. But not as in the natural It is of course possible that it mag 

year, so was it to be in the world’s lifetime, have been seed-time ;—^om\h\Q also, that 
One -third of the year may elapse, or more, the fields may have been actually whitening 
before the sown seed springs up ; but the for the harvest ; — hut to lay down either 
sowing by the Son of Man comes late in of these as certain, and build chronological 
time, and the harvest should immediately inferences on it, is quite unwarranted, 
follow. The fields were whitening for it ; 36.] The wages of the reaper is in 

these Samaritans (not that 1 Jt)elieve He the here implied, in having gathered 
pointed to them approaching, as Chrysos- many into eternal life, just as the meat of 
tom and most expositors, but had them in the sower was His joy already begun in 
his view in what He said), and the inul- His heavenly work. See Matt. xx. 1 — 16 
titudes in. Galilee, were all nearly ready, and notes. 38.] Here, as often, our 
In the discourse as far as ver. 38, He is Lords speaks of the office and its work as 
the sower, the disciples (see Acts viii.) were maccomplished, which is but beginning (see 
the reapers : — He was the one who had Isa. xlvi. 10). By other men here 

laboured, they were the persons who had our Lord cannot mean the O. T. prophets 
entered into his labours. The past is used, as some say, for then His own place would 
as descriptive of the office which each held, be altogether left out;— and besides, all 
not of the actual thing done. I cannot Scripture analogy is against the idea of the 
also but see an allusion to the words spoken O. T. being the seed of which the N. T. is 
by Joshua (xxiv. 13), on this very spot; — the fruit ; — nor can it be right, as 01s- 
‘ I have given you a land for which ye did hausen maintains, to leave Him out, as 
not labour.* Taking this view, I do being the Lord of the Harvest : — for He 

not believe there was any allusion to the is certainly elsewhere, and was by the very 
actual state of the fields at that time, nature of the case here, the Sower, The 
The words Lift up your eyes, &c., are of plural is I believe merely inserted as the 
course to be understood literally ; — they correspondent word to ye in the expla- 
were to lift up their eyes and look on the nation, as it was one soweth and another 
lands around them;— and then came the reapeth in the proverb. 39 — 42.] 

assufance ; ‘ they are whitening already The truth of the saying of ver. 35 begins 
towards the harvest.* And it seems to me to be manifested. These Samaritans were 
that on this view — of the Lord speaking of the foundation of the church afterwards 
spiritual things to them, and announcing built up there. It does not seem that any 
to them the approach of the spiritu^ miracle was wrought there : the feeling 
harvest,— qpwf nom else, — the right under- expressed in the words ** we have heafd 
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Now after * two days he departed thence, and went 
into Galilee. ^ For * Jesus himself testified, that a pro- 
Luke iv. 24. hath no honour in his own country. a Then when 

he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, 
bch.11.28: ^having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the 
c Deut. xvi. 16. feast : ® for they also went unto the feast. So J esus 
dch.ii.1,11. came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the 
water wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose 
son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that 
Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he went unto 
him, and besought him that he would come down, and 
heal his son : for he was at the point of death. ^ Then 
eicor.i.22. said Jesus unto him, ® Except ye ^ee signs and wonders. 


* render, the two days. 

Him ourselves was enough to raise their 
faith to a point never attained by the Jews, 
and hardly as yet by the disciples, — that 
He was the Saviour of the world. Their 
view seems to have been less clouded by 
prejudice and narrow-mindedness than that 
of the Jews; and though the conversion of 
this people lay not in the plan of the 
official life of our Lord, or working of His 
Apostles during it (see Matt. x. 5), — ^yet 
we liave abundant proof from this history, 
of His gracious purposes towards them. 
A trace of this occurrence may be found 
ch. viii. 48, where see note. Compare 
throughout Acts viii. 1 — 25. The word 
rendered story (literally, ** this talking*^) 
is one in which it is hardly possible not to 
see something of allusion to the woman's 
eager and diffuse report to them. 

43 — 54.] The second miracle of Jesu\ 
in Galilee. The healing of the Ruler^s 
son. 43.] after the two days, viz. 

those mentioned above. We find no 

mention of the discigles again, till ch. vi. 3. 

And thus the “ therefore** in the 
next verse will be a word connecting it 
with this preliminary reason given, 

The reason (ver. 1) why Jesus left Judaea 
for Galilee was, because of the publicity 
which was gathering round Himself and 
his ministry. He betakes himself to Gali- 
lee therefore, to avoid fame, testifying that 
His own country (Galilee) was that where, 
as a prophet, He was least likely to bo 
honoured. See on the difficulties which 
have been found in the connexion of this 
verse, in my Greek Testament. The above 
explanation seems to me completely satis- 
factory. 45.] They received Him, but 
in accordance with the proverbial saying 
just recorded;— not for any honour in 


a render. When then. 

which they themselves held Him, or value 
which they had for His teaching ; but on 
account of His fame in Jerusalem, the 
metropolis, — which set them the fashion in 
their estimate# of men and things, 
for they also went unto the feast is in- 
serted for those readers who might not be 
aware of the practice of the Galilseans to 
frequent the feasts at Jerusalem. 

46. a certain nobleman] literally, “ a royal 
person** ^‘Either," say Euthymius and 
Chrysostom, one of the royal race, or one 
in jwssession of some dignity from which 
he was called ^ royal;*** or, Euthymius 
adds, “because he was a servant of the 
King." Origen thinks he may have been 
one of the household of Caesar, having some 
business in Judaea at that time. But the 
usage of Josephus is perhaps our surest 
guide. He uses this word “ royal,** to 
distinguish the soldiers, or courtiers, or 
officers of the kings (Herods or others), 
from those of Rome, — but never to desig- 
nate the royal family. So that this man 
was probably an officer of Herod Antipas. 
He may have been Chuza, Herod’s steward, 
Luke viii. 3 : but this is pure conjecture. 
The man seems to have been a Jew: 
see below. 47, 48.] This miracle 

is a notable instance of our Lord ‘ not 
quenching the smoking flax just as His 
reproof of the Samaritan woman was of 
His * not breaking the bruised reed.' The 
little spark of faith in the breast of this 
nobleman is by Him lit up into a clear 
and enduring flame for the light and com- 
fort of himself and his house. come 

down : see on ch. ii. 12. The charge 
brought against them. Except ye see signs 
and wonders, &c., does not imply, as some 
think, that they would not ^lieye signs 
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ye will not believe. ^ The nobleman saitb unto him, 
Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto 
him, Go thy way ; thy son liveth. And the man believed 
the vt)rd that Jesus ^ had spoken unto him, and he went 
his way. And as he was now going down, his servants 
met him, and told him, saying. Thy ® son liveth. Then 
enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. 
And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour 
the fever left him. go the father knew that it was at 
the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him. Thy 
son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house. 

d This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he 
was come out of Judse^ into Galilee. 


^ revtder^ Spake. ® render^ child, 

d render, This again, a second miracle, did Jesus. 


and wonders heard of, but required to see 
them — for in this case the expression would 
certainly have been fuller, ** see with your 
eyes** or something similar f— and it would 
not accord with our Lord’s known low es- 
timate of all mere miracle faith, to find 
Him making so weighty a difference be- 
tween faith from miracles seen and faith 
from miracles heard. The words imply the 
contrast between the Samaritans, who be- 
lieved hecause of Sis ivord, and the Jews 
(the plural reckoning the nobleman among 
them), who would not believe but through 
signs and prodigies : — see 1 Cor. i. 22. And 
observe also that it is not implied that even 
when they had seen signs and wonders, they 
would believe : — they required these as a 
condition of their faith, but even these 
were rejected by them : see ch. xii. 37. 

But even with such inadequate conceptions 
and conditions of faith, our Lord receives 
the nobleman, and works the sign rather 
than dismiss him. It w^as otherwise in 
Matt. xvi. 1 ff. 49.] Here is the same 
weakness of faith as there,— but our Lord’s 
last words have made visible impression. 
It is like the Syrophoenician woman’s re- 
joinder, — ‘ Yea, Loid j but . . . ,’ only the 
faith is of a far less noble kind than hers. 
He seems to believe it necessary that Jesus 
should be on the spot ; — not that there 
was any thing strange or blameable ip this, 
for Martha and Mary did the same, oh. xi. 
21, 32 : — and to think that it would be 
too iate when his child had egepired ; — not 
imagining that He tP whom he spoke could 
raise the dead. 60.] The bringing 

out and strengthening of the man’s faith 
by these w'ords was almost as ^eat a spiri- 
tual poiracle, as the piaterial • one which 
Yol. I. • 


they indicated. We may observe the 

diflerence between our Lord’s dealing here 
and in the case of the centurion (Matt, 
viii. 6 ff. and parallel places). There, 
when from humility the man requests Him 
to speak the word only, He offers to go to 
his house : here, w’hen pressed to go down, 
He speaks the word only. Thus (as Trench 
observes, after Chrysostom) the weak faith 
of the nobleman is strengthened, while the 
humility of the centurion is honoured. 

51.] He appears (see below) to have gone 
leisurely away — for the hour (1 p.m.) was 
early enough to reach Capernaum the same 
evening (twenty -five miles) — in confidence 
that an amendment was taking place, which 
he at present understood to b^e only a gra- 
dual one. 62, 63. the fever left mm] 
This was probably more than he expected 
to hear ; and the coincidence of so sudden 
a recovery with the time at which Jesus 
had spoken the words to him raises his 
faith at length into a full belief of the 
Power and Goodness and the Messiahship of 
Him, who had by a word commanded the 
disease, and it had obeyed. The word be- 
lieved, absolutely, implies that in the 
fullest sense he and all his became disciples 
of Jesus. It is very different from be- 
lieved the word that Jesus spaJee** in ver. 
60 — as believing on Him must be always 
different from believing on any thing else 
in the world, be it even Sis own word or 
Sis own ordinances. The cure took place 
in the afternoon : the nobleman probably 
set out, as indeed the narrative implies, 
immediately on hearing our Lord’s assu- 
rance, and spent the night on the way* 
64.] The meaning of the Evangelist 
clearly is, that this was the second Qali- 
L L 
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V. ^ After ® iAis there was a feast of the Jews : and 
® render, these things. 


Icsan miracle (see ch. iii. 2, and vor. 4-5). 
But (1) how is that expressed in the words ? 
The miracles which He did at Jerusalem 
in the feast being omitted, the words natu- 
rally carry the thoughts back to a former 
one related ; and the clause added (“ when 
He was come out of Jvdcea into Galilee**) 
shews, not that a miracle prior to this, 
during this return visit, has heen passed 
over, — but that as the scene of this second 
was in Galilee, so that former one, to which 
“ second** refers, must he sought in Gali- 
lee also. And then (2) why should this so 
particularly be stated ? Certainly, it seems 
to me, on account of the part which tliis 
miracle bore in the calling out and as- 
suring of faith by the manifestation of 
His glory, as that first one had done be- 
fore. By that (ch. ii. 11), His disciples 
had been convinced : by this, one (him- 
self a type of the weak and unworthy in 
faith) outside the circle of His own. By 
both, half-belief was strengthened into 
faith in Him : but in each case it is of a 
different kind. It is an interesting 
question, whether or not this miracle be 
the same as the healing of the centurion's 
servant (or son^ Matthew ?) in Matt. viii. 
5 : Luke vii. 1. Irenseus appears to hold 
the two narratives to be the same history 
{appears only ; for his words are, ** He 
healed the centurion's servant when ab- 
sent, saying, ' Go thy way, thy son liveth " 
which remark may be simply explained by 
his having cited from memory, and thus 
either made this nohleman a centurion, — 
or, which is more probable, having under- 
stood the word in Matt. viii. to signify a 
son, and made our Lord there speak very 
similar words to those really uttered by 
Him, but which are in reality found here) : 
so Eusebius also in his canons. Chrysostom 
notices, but opposes the view : — and it has 
never in modern times gained many advo- 
cates, being chiefly held by the interpreters 
of the Straussian school. Indeed, the in- 
ternal evidence is all against it : not only 
(Chrys.) ** in station, but also in the nature 
of his faith," does the man in one case dif- 
fer from the man in the other. The inner 
kernel of the history is, in our case here, — 
the elevation of a weak and mere wonder^ 
seeking faith into a deep comiction of the 
personed power amd love of our Lord; in 
the other, the commendation of a noble 
confession of our Lord's divine power, in- 
dicating great strength and grasp of faith, 
and inducing the greatest personal humi- 
lity. And the external point brought out 


in the commendation there, “ I Imve not 
seen such faith, no, not in Israel, is not 
only different from, but stands in absolute 
contrast with, the depreciating charge 
here, ** Except ye see signs and won- 
ders, ye will not helieve.** Olshausen 

well remarks, that this narrative may be 
regarded as a sequel to the foregoing 
one. 

Chapp. V.— XII.] Second great division 
of the Gospel, Jestjs in conflict with 
THE Jews. V., VI. Jesus the life. 
beginning of the conflict, 

V. 1 — 47.] Healing of a cripple at the 
pool of Bethesda, during a feast ; and the 
discourse of Jesus occasioned hy the perse- 
cution of the Jews arising thereupon, 

1. After these things] Lficke remarks that 
when John wishes to indicate immediate 
succession, he uses after this** (or 
‘‘ that**), ch. ii. 12 ; xi. 7, 11 ; xix. 28 ; 
when mediate, after an interval, ** after 
these things,** ah. iii. 22 ; v. 14; vi. 1 ; vii. 
1 ; xix. 38. So that apart from other con- 
siderations which would lead us to the 
same conclusion, we may infer that some 
interval has elapsed since the last verse of 
ch. iv. a feast of the Jews] Few 

points have been more controverted, than 
the question, what this feast was, I will 
give the principal views, and then state 
my own conclusion. (1) Irenaeus under- 
stands it to be the second Passover of our 
hordes ministry. Origen (whose commen- 
tary on this chapter is lost) mentions this 
view, but ap])arently does not approve it. 
This is the view of Luther, Grotius, Light- 
foot, and others. (2) Cyril of Alexan^ia, 
Chrysostom, and others think it to be the 
Pentecost. This opinion prevailed in the 
Greek Church; and has found many de- 
fenders in modern times. (3) Kepler first 
suggested the idea that it might be the 
feast of Purim, (Esth. ix. 21, 26,) almost 
immediately preceding the Passover (the 
14th and 15th of Adar). This has been 
the general view of the modern chronolo- 
gists. (4) The feast of Tabernacles has 
been suggested by Cocceius, and is sup- 
ported by one of our MSS., but of late date. 
(5) Kepler and Petavius thought it also 
possible that the feast of Dedication (see ch. 
X. 22) might be meant. So that almost 
every Jewish feast finds some supporters. 

I believe, with Liicke, De Wette, and 
Tholuck, that we cannot with any proba- 
bility gather what feast it was. Seeing 
as I do no distinct datum ^ven in ch. iv. 
35, nor again in ch. vi. 1, and Ending no- 
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Jesus went up to Jerusalem. ^ Now there is at Jerusalem 
by the ® sheep market\ a pool, which is called in the » ' = 
Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. ^ In these 
lay a^ great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, 

^ better j [gate]. Not expressed in the original. 


thing in this chapter to determine the 
nature of this feast, I cannot attach any 
weight to most of the elaborate chronolo- 
gic^ arguments which have been raised on 
the subject. It can hardly have been a 
Passover, both because it is called a feast, 
not the feast, as in ch. vi. 4, and because if 
so, we should have an interval of a whole 
year between this chapter and the next, 
which is not probable. Nor can it have been 
the Dedication, in the winter*; for then the 
multitude of sick would have hardly been 
waiting in the porches of Bethesda. The 
feast of Purim would nearest agree with 
the subsequent events ; and it seems as if 
our Lord did not go up to Jerusalem at 
the Passover next following (ch. vi. 4 ; vii. 
1), so that no difficulty w(^ld be created 
by the proximity of the two feasts, hnless, 
with De Wette, we believe that the in- 
terval was too little for what is related ch. 

vi. 1 — 3 to have happened. But it may 

be doubted, (1) whether it was a general 
practice to go up to Jerusalem at the Pu- 
rim : (2) whether our Lord would be likely 
to observe it, even if it was. No rea- 

son need be given why St. John does not 
name the feast; it is quite in accordance 
with his practice of mentioning nothing 
that does not concern his subject-matter. 
Thus the Passover is mentioned ch. ii. 13, 
because of the buying and selling in the 
temple; again, ch. vi. 4, to account for 
the great multitude, and as eminently 
suiting (see notes) the subject of His dis- 
course there ; the feast of Tabernacles, ch. 

vii. 2, because of the practice alluded to 

by our Lord in ver. 37 ; that of the Dedi- 
cation, ch. X. 22, to account for His being 
in Solomon^s porch, because it was winter ; 
but in this chapter, where there is nothing 
alluding to the time or nature of the feast, 
it is not specified. Jesus] and probably 
His disciples : for the same expression is 
used ch. ii. 13, whereas we find, ch. iii. 22, 
that His disciples were with Him ; compare 
also ch. vii. 10 and ch. ix. 2. 2.] The 

expression there is has been thought to im- 
port that St. John wrote his Gospel before 
the ^destruction of Jerusalem. But this 
must not be pressed. He might have spoken 
in the present without meaning to be lite- 
rally accurate with regard to the moment 
when ho was writing. The locality 
given meaiA,, probably, near the sheep- 


gate, — mentioned by Nehe miah, see reff 
The situation of this gate is unknown ; — 
it is traditionally supposed to be the same 
with that now called St. Stephen's gate ; 
but inaccurately, for no wall existed in that 
quarter till the time of Agrippa. Euse- 
bius, Jerome, and the Jerusalem Itinerary 
• speak of a sheep'pool, as indeed the Vul- 
gate renders here. Bethesda, — in 

Syriac, the house (place) of mercy, or of 
grace. Its present situation is very un- 
certain. Eobinson established by personal 
inspection the fact of the subterranean 
connexion of the pool of Siloam (see ch. 
ix. 7 note) and that called the Fountain of 
the Virgin ; and has made it probable that 
the Fountain under the grand Mosk is also 
connected with them; in fact that all 
these are but one and the same spring. 
Now this spring, as he himself witnessed, 
is an intermittent one, as indeed had been 
reported before by Jerome, Prudentius, 
William of Tyre, and others. There might 
have been then, it is obvious, some arti- 
ficially constructed basin in connexion 
with this spring, the site and memory of 
which have perished, which would present 
the phsenomenon here described. 

1 have received an interesting communica- 

tion from a traveller who believes that he 
has identified Bethesda in the present pool 
of Siloam. It appears from his account 
that there are still visible four bases of 
pillars in the middle of the water, and four 
corresponding ones in the wall, shewing 
that at one time the pool has been arched 
over by five equal porches. This pool is, 
as above noticed, intermittent, and is even 
now believed to possess a certain medicinal 
power. See the account of my informant 
at length at the end of vol. i., edn. 5, of 
my Greek Testament. The spot now 

traditionally known as Bethesda is a part 
of the fosse round the fort or tower An- 
tonia, an immense reservoir or trench, 
seventy -five feet deep. But, as Robinson 
observes, there is not the slightest evidence 
that can identify it with the Bethesda of 
the N. T. This pool is not mentioned 
by Josephus. naving five porches] 
Probably these were for the shelter of the 
sick persons, and were arches or porticos, 
opemngupon and surrounding the reservoir : 
see above. 3. withered] Those who were 
afflicted with the loss of vital power in any 

2 
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withered[fif , waiting for the moving of the water, ^ For an 
angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled 
the water : tvhosoever then first after the troubling of the 
water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he 
had']. ^ And a certain man was there, which had an 
infirmity thirty and eight years. ® When Jesus saw him 
lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that 
case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
7 The impotent man answered him. Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool : but 
while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 
‘"MikiLu. ® Jesus saith unto him, ^Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

Luke V. 34. 9 immediately the man was made whole, and took up 
och.ix.i4. his bed, and walked. And ® on the same day was the 
sabbath. The Jews therefore said unto him that was 


fir omit : see note. 


of their limbs by stiffness or paralysis. 
Of this kind was the man on whom the 
miracle was wrought. ** waiting for 

the moving of the watery* and the whole 
of ver. 4.] The spuriousness of this con- 
troverted passage can hardly be ques- 
tioned. See the critical considerations 
dwelt on in my Greek Test. 1 may men- 
tion that the Vatican, Paris, Cambridge, 
and Sinaitic MSS. omit it : while at the 
same time the Alexandrine MS. contains 
it, but with the important variation 
of an angel washed instead of 

*‘went down into** 6.] Observe, he 

had heen lame thirty-eight years, not at 
JBethesda all that time. 6.] knew, 
namely, within Kimself, sis on other simi- 
lar occasions. Our Lord singled him out, 
being conscious of the circumstances under 
which he lay there, by that sui)erhuman 
knowledge of which we had so striking an 
example in the case of the woman of Sama- 
ria. Wilt thou be made whole 1] 

Some would supply, “ notwithstanding that 
it is the sabbath.** But this is very im- 
probable, see ver. 17. Our Lord did not 
thus appeal to his hearers^ prejudices, and 
make His grace dependent on them. Be- 
sides, the ** being made whole** had in the 
mind of the man no reference to a healing 
auch as there would be any objection to 
on the Sabbath ; but to the cure by means 
of the water, which he was there to seek. 

The question is one of those by 
which He so frequently testified his com- 
passion, and establish^ (so to speak) a 
point of connexion between the spirit of 
the person addressed, and His own gracious 


purposes. Possibly it may have conveyed 
to the. mind ctf the poor cripple the idea 
that at length a compassionate person had 
come, who might put him in at the next 
troubling of the water. It certainly is 
possible that the man’s long and apparently 
hopeless infirmity may have given him a 
look of lethargy and despondency, and the 
question may have arisen from this : but 
there is no ground for supposing blame 
conveyed by it, still less that he was an 
impostor labouring under some trifling 
complaint, and wishing to represent it 
more important than it was. 7.] The 
man’s answer implies the popular belief 
that whoever stepped in immediately after 
the bubbling up of the water was made 
whole: no more than this. Bauer asks 
why the person who brought him there 
every day, could not have put him in ? 
But no such j^erson is implied. The same 
slow motion which he describes here, would 
suffice for his daily coming and going. 

8.] The command. Take up thy bed, has 
been treated as making a difference between 
the man lame from his birth in Acts iii. 8, 
who walked and leaped and praised Ood ; 
and this man, who, since sin had been the 
cause of his disease (ver. 14), is ordered to 
carry his bed, ‘ a present memento of his 
past sin,’ Possibly ; but our Lord must 
have had in his view what was to follow, 
and have ordered it also to bring about 
this his first open controversy with the 
Jews. 10.] The Jews, never the muU 
titude, but always those in authority of 
some kind, whom John ever puts forward 
as the represestatives of the^whole people 
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cured, ^ It is the sabbath day : it is not lawful for thee to dExod.jx.io. 
carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made me 
whole, the same said unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Tl?en asked they him. What man is that which said 
unto thee. Take up thy bed, and walk ? And he that 
was healed wist not who it was : for J esus ^ had conveyed 
himself away^ a multitude being in that place. 1 After- 
ward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him. 

Behold, thou art made whole : ® sin no more, lest ^ a worse 
thing come unto thee. The man departed, and told the 
Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. 

1^ And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought 
to slay him, becaua<5 he had done these things on the 
sabbath day. 17 But Jesus answered them, ^My Father 

^ render, passed away from him. 1 render, After these things. 

^ render, SOme. 


in their rejection of the Lord. it is 
not lawful] The bearing of burdens on the 
Sabbath was forbidden not only by the 
glosses of the Pharisees, but by the law 
itself. See Neh. xiii. 15 - 19 : Exod. xxxi. 
13 — 17 : Jer. xvii. 21, 22. And our Lord 
does not, as in another case (Luke xiii. 15, 
16), appeal here to the reasonableness of 
the deed being done on the Sabbath, saving 
the sanctity (f the Sabbath, but takes alto- 
gether loftier ground, as being One greater 
than the Sabbath. The whole kernel of 
this incident and discourse is not, that it 
is lawful to do works of mercy on the Sab- 
bath : but that the Son of God (here) is 
Lord of the Sabbath. li.] The 

man’s excuse is simple and sufficient ; and 
for us, important, inasmuch as it goes 
into the depth of the matter, and is by 
the Jews themselves accepted. He who 
had power to make him whole, had power 
to suspend that law which was, like the 
healing, God’s work. The authority which 
had overruled one appointment of Pro- 
vidence, could overrule another. I do 
not mean that this reasoning was pre- 
sent to the man*s mind; — he very likely 
spoke only from intense feeling of obliga- 
tion to One who had done so much for 
him ; — but it lay beneath the words, and 
the Jews recognized it, by transferring 
their blame, from the man, to Him who 
heotled him. 12.] Not, ^who is he 

that healed thee V but they carefully bring 
out the unfavourable side of what had 
taken place, as malicious persons always 
do. 18.] Difficulty has been found 

Jiere fronf «t|ie supposed improbability 


that some should not have told him, 
seeing that Jesus was by this time well 
known in Jerusalem. But this is wholly 
unnecessary. His fame had not been so 
spread yet, but that He might during the 
crowd of strangers at the feast pass un- 
noticed. Jesus passed on unobserved by 
him : just spoke the healing words, and 
then went on among the crowd ; so that 
no particular attention was attracted to 
Himself, either by the sick man or others. 
The context requires this interpretation : 
being violated by the ordinary one, that 
Jesus * conveyed himself away, because a 
multitude was in the place for that 
would imply that attention had been at- 
tracted towards him which He wished to 
avoid; and in that case he could hardly 
fail to have been known to the man and 
to others. 14.] The knowledge of 

our Lord extended even to the sin com- 
mitted thirty- eight years ago, from which 
this long sickness had resulted, for so it is 
implied here. The some worse thing, as 
Trench observes, * gives us an awful 
glimpse of the severity of God’s judg- 
ments;’ — see Matt. xii. 45. 16.] The 

man appeal's to have done this partly in 
obedience to the authorities; partly per- 
haps to complete his apology for himself. 
We can hardly imagine ingratitude in him 
to have been the cause ; especially as the 
words ''which had made him whole** speak 
so plainly of the benefit received ; compare 
ver. 11 and note. 17.] The true 

keeping of the rest of the Sabbath was not 
that idle and unprofitable cessation from 
even good deeds, whi«h they would en- 
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worketh hitherto, and I work, Therefore the Jews 
gch.vii.io. g sought the more to kill him, because he not only 
1 broken the sabbath, but said also that God was ^ his 
Father, ^making himself equal with God. Then an- 
swered Jesus and said unto them, Yerily, verily, I say 
iver.M.i ^ unto you, ^The Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
he seeth the Father ^ do : for what things soever he doeth, 
kMatt.iu.i7. these also doeth the Son ^likeivise. Por ^the Father 

oh. Hi. :;6. 

2 Pet. 1.17. loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself 


1 rendery broke. 

^ render y doing. 

force : the Sabbath was made for man ; — 
and, in its Jewish form, for man in a mere 
state of legal discipline (whicli truth could 
not yet be brought out to them, but is 
implied in this verse, because His people 
are even as He is — in the liberty where- 
with He hath made them free) ; whereas 
He, the only begotten of the Father, doing 
the works of God in the world, stands on 
higher ground^ and haUows, instead of 
breaking the Sabbath, by thus working on 
it. “ He is no more a breaker of the 
Sabbath than God is, when He upholds 
with an energy that knows no pause the 
work of His creation from hour to hour, 
and from moment to moment ; ‘ My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work ; * My w^ork 
is but the reflex of His work. Abstinence 
from outward work belongs not to the 
idea of a Sabbath, it is only more or less 
the necessary condition of it for beings so 
framed as ever to be in danger of losing 
the true collection and rest of the spirit in 
the multiplicity of earthly toil and business. 
Man indeed must cease from his work, if a 
higher work is to find place in him. He 
scatters himself in his work, and therefore 
he must collect himself anew, and have 
seasons for so doing. But with Him who 
is one with the Father, it is otherwise. In 
Him the deepest rest is not excluded by 
the highest activity.” (Trench on the 
Miracles.) 18.] The ground of the 
charge is now shifted; and by these last 
words (ver. 17), occasion is given for one 
of our Lord’s most weighty discourses. 

The Jews understood His words to 
mean nothing short of peculiar personal 
Sonshipy and thus equality of nature with 
God. And that this their understanding 
was the right oncy the discourse testifies. 
All might in one senscy and the Jews did 
in a closer senscy call God their, or our. 
Father; but they at once said that the 
individual use of ‘My Fatheb’ by Jesus 
bad a totally distixtct, and in their view a 


render, his OWn. 

0 render, in like manner. 

blasphemous, meaning: this latter espe- 
cially, because ‘'He thus made God a parti- 
cipator in his crime of breaking the sab- 
bath. Thus we obtain from the adver- 
saries of the faith a most important 
statement of one of its highest and holiest 
doctrines. 19.] The discourse is a 
wonderful setting forth of the Person and 
Office of the Sqn of God in His Ministra- 
tions as the Word of the Father. It still 
has reference to the charge of working on 
the Sabbath, and the context takes in our 
Lord’s answer both to this, ver. 17, and to 
the Jews’ accusation, ver. 18. In this 
verse. He states that He cannot work any 
but the works of God : cannot, by his 
very relationship to the Father, by the 
very nature and necessity of the case ; — 
the working of himself being an impossible 
supposition, and purposely set here to 
express one : — the Son cannot work of 
Himself, because Se is the Son : His very 
Person presupposes the Father’s will and 
counsel as His will and counsel, — and His 
perfect knowledge of that will and counsel. 
And this, because every creature may abuse 
its freedom, and will contrary to God: 
but TUE Son, standing in essential unity 
with God, cannot, even when become Man, 
commit sin, — break the Sabbath ; for His 
whole Being and Working is in and of 
God. for what things soever . . . ] 
This clause converts the former proposition, 
and asserts its truth when thus converted. 
‘ For it is the very nature of the Son to do 
whatever the Father doeth.’ Also, to do 
these works in like manner ; after the same 
plan and proceeding, so that there can be 
no discord, but unity. 20.] For (this 
last is ensured by the fact, that) the Father 
loveth the Son, and sheweth him (in this 
the Lord sets forth to us the unfolding of 
the will and purposes of the Father to 
[Mark xiii. 32 ; Acts i. 7] and by Him, 
in His Mediatorial office) all things that 
himself doeth (all the purpoSes of His 
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doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, 
that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the 
dead,^and quickeneth them; *even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. For ^the Father judgeth no man^ but 
^ hath committed all judgment unto the Son : ^ that 

all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. “ He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not 
the Father which hath'] sent him. ^Verily, verily, Self, 
I say unto you, °He that heareth my word, and believeth 

P render, the Son also. 

^ render, neither doth the Father judge any man. 

^ render, that all may. ® omit. 


secret counsel j — for with the Father, 
doing is willing ; it is only the Son who 
acts in time ) ; and this manifestation will 
go on increasing in majesty, that the 
wonder which now is excited in you by 
these works may be brought out to its full 
measure (in the acceptation or rejection of 
the Son of God — wonder leading naturally 
to the honour'* of vcr. 23). 21.] It 

is very important to observe the distinction 
here between the working of the Eternal 
Son (in creation, e.g.) as He is ‘‘ in heaven" 
with God, and His working in the state of 
His humiliation, in which the Father should 
by degrees advance Him to exaltation and 
put His enemies under His feet. Of the 
latter of these mention is made (ver. 20) 
in t\io future, of t\\Q former in the present. 
The former belong to the Son as His 
proper and essential work : the latter are 
opened out before Him in the process of 
His passing onward in the humanity which 
He has taken. And the unfolding of these 
latter shall all be in the direction of, and 
in accordance with, the eternal attributes 
of the Son: see ch. xvii. 6; resulting in 
His being exalted to the right hand of the 
Father. So here, — as it is the Father’s 
essential work to vivify the dead (see Rom. 
viii. 11 ; 1 Sam. ii. Gal.), so the Son vivifies 
whom He will : this last whom He will not 
implying any selection out of mankind, nor 
said merely to remove the Jewish prejudice 
that their own nation alone should rise 
from the dead, — but meaning, that in 
every instance where His will is to vivify, 
the result invariably follows. Observe, 
this quickeneth (maketh alive) lays hold 
of fife in its innermost and deepest sense, 
and thus finds its illustration in the waking 
both of the outwardly and the spiritually 
dead. 22.] In the words neither doth 
is implied, that as the Father does not 
Himself, by* His own proper act, vivify 


any, but commits all quickening power 
to the Son : — so is it with judgment also. 
And judgment contains eminently in itself 
the whom He will," — when the act of 
quickening is understood — as it must be 
now — of bestowing everlasting life. Again, 
the raising of the outwardly dead is to be 
understood as a sign that He who works 
it is appointed Judge of quick and dead, 
for it is a part of the office of that 
Judge: — in the vivifying, the judgment 
is made : see below, ver. 29, and Ps. 
Ixxii. 1 — 4. 23.] This being so, the 

end of all is, the honour of the Father 
in and by the Son, He (the Son) is the 
Lord of life, and the Judge of the world; 
— all must honour Him with equal honour 
to that which they pay to the Father : — 
and whosoever does not, however he may 
imagine that he honours or approaches 
God, does not honour him at aU; — be- 
cause He can only be known or honoured 
by us as ‘THE Father who bent His 
Son.’ 24.] What follows, to ver. 30 

inclusive, is an expansion of the two asser- 
tions in vv. 21, 22, — the quickening and 
the judging,— r^intimately bound up as they 
are together. There is a parallelism in 
verses 24 and 25 which should be noticed 
for the right understanding of the words. 
“ He that heareth my word," in the one, 
answers to “ the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God ” in the other. It is a 
kind of hearing which awakens to life, — 
one accompanied by ** believing Him that 
sent Me." And this last is not barely 
* Him who sent Me,’ but Him, the very 
essence of belief in Whom is in this, that 
He sent Me (see ch. xii. 44). And the 
expression believeth Him (not “ on Him,” 
which is quite unauthorized by the original) 
expresses that belief in the testimony of 
God that He hath sent His Son, which is 
dwelt on so much 1 John v. 9 — 12, where. 
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him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
pijohniii.i4 . come ifito condemnation: Phut ^is passed from death 
unto life, ^5 Verily, verily, I say unto you. The Ijour is 
qver. 28 . comiug, Rud uow is, when ^the dead shall hear the voice 
V. 14. Col.* of the Son of God: and they that 7 hear shall live. 
26 For as the Father hath life in himself ; so * hath he 
'aJJx.42: given to ^the Son to have life in himself; 27 and '^^hath 

xvii. 81. ^ ^ _ 

• Dw.vii.i8, him authority to execute judgment [falso\ ® because 


t omit, ^ render, cometh not into judgment. 

* render, hath passed out of death into Kfe. 
y render, have heard. * render, gave he. 

render, the Son also. 


Ter. 10, we have the same expression, he 
that helieveth not God,** even in the A. V. 

hath everlasting life : so 1 John 
V. 12, 13. Tlie believing, and the having 
everlasting life, are commensurate: — where 
the faith is, the possession of eternal life 
is and when the one remits, the other is 
forfeited. But here the faith is set before 
us as an enduring faith, and its effects 
described in their completion (see Eph. i. 
19, 20). cometh not into judgment] 
Judgment being the separation, — the effect 
of which is to gather out of the Kingdom 
all that offeTideth ; — and thus regarding 
especially the damnatory part of judg- 
ment, — he who believes comes not into, 
has no concern with, judgment. Compare 
Ps. cxliii. 2. The reckoning which ends 
with “ Well done, good servant,** is not 
judgment : the reward is of free grace. 
In this sense, the believers in Christ will 
not be judged according to their works: 
they are justified before God by faith, and 
lyy God — God is he that justijieth, who 
is he that condemneth ? Their ‘ passage 
over' from death into life has already 
taken place, — from the state of spiritual 
death into that everlasting life, which in 
their believing state they have already. 
It is to be observed that our Lord speaks 
in very similar terms of the unbelieving 
being condemned already, in ch. iii. 18. 

The perfect sense of the word hath 
pasted must not be weakened nor ex* 
plained away. 25.] This verse con- 

tinues to refer to spiritual awakening 
fix)m the dead. The words The hour £ 
coming, and now is are an expression used 
of those things which are to characterize 
the spiritual Kingdom of Christ, which 
was even now begun among men, but not 
yet brought (until the day of Pentecost, 
Acts ii.) to its completion. Thus it cometh, 
in its fulness,— and even now is begun. 


render, gave. ® omit, 

the dead, — in reference to the words 
out of death** of the preceding verse — 
the spiritually dead: — see below on ver. 
28. the voice of the Son of God] His 
call to awake, in its widest and deepest 
sense ; — by His own preaching, by His 
Apostles, His c ministers, &c. &c. In all 
these He speaks to the spiritually dead. 
Not merely, “ and when they have heard 
it, they shall live :** but, and they 
WHO have heard it (or, who hear it) 
shall live. This determines the verse to 
he spoken of spiritual, not bodily awaken- 
ing. they that have heard are the 
persons to whom the Lord cried so often 
“ he that hath ears to hear, let him hear : ** 
— the persons who stand opposed to those 
addressed in ver. 40. shall live is 

explained in the next verse. 

26, 27.] We have here again vivifying and 
judging bound together as the two great 
departments of the Son's working; — the 
former, as substantiating the word “ shall 
/tve”just uttered; the latter, as leading 
on to the great announcement of the next 
verse. But the two departments spring 
from two distinct sources, united in the 
Person of the Incarnate Son of God. The 
Father hath given Him to have life in 
Himself, as He is the Son op God. We 
have none of us life in ourselves : in Him 
we live and move and have our being. 
But He, as the Father is, is the source of 
Life. Then again the Father hath given 
Him power to pass judgment, because He 
IS THE Son of Man ; man is to be judged 
by Man, — by that Man whom God hath 
appointed, who is the inclusive Heaj of 
humanity, and to whom mankind, and 
man's world, pertain by right of covenant- 
purchase. This executing judgment leads 
the thought to the great occasion when 
judgment shall be executed ; ^which ac- 
cordingly is treated of in tht next verse. 
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he is the Son of man. ^8 Marvel not at this : for the hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, shall come forth; “they that ‘ Vco?^’. m. 

have Jone good, unto the resurrection of life; and ^hey 
that have done evil, xmto the resurrection of ^ 

* I can of mine own self do nothing : as I hear, I iudffe : yMitt.xivi. 
and my judgment is just; because seek not mme own 
will, but the will of [® the Father] which hath] sent me. Itev. ui. u. 
31 * If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. ‘ 

33 a There is another that beareth witness of me; and J/ 7 ^oy- 

^ rendeTy judgment. ® read, him. 

^ omit 


28.] Marvel not at this, as in 
ch. iii. 7, introduces a matter of even 
greater wonder to them ; — the astounding 
proof which shall be given in the face of 
the universe that this is so. the 

hour cometh, hut not ** and novo is ” this 
time, — because He is now speaking of the 
great day of the resurrection : when not 
merely the dead,* but all that are in the 
graves, shall hear His voice, and “ they 
that have heard” are not specified, be- 
cause all shall hear in the fullest sense. 
Observe that here, as elsewhere, when 
the judgment according to works is spoken 
of, it is the great general resurrection 
of Matt. XXV. 31—4^6, which (and the 
notes) compare. So here we have not 
*Hhey that hcvoe believed” and *Hhey 
that have not believed,” but the descrip- 
tions reach far wider, including indeed 
in this most general form the first re- 
surrection unto life also — and the two 
great classes are described as they that 
have done (wrought) good and they that 
have done {practised, see on ch. iii. 20, 
21) evil (pain, worthless things). 
Observe that life and judgment stand op- 
posed here, as in ver. 24 : — not that there 
is no such thing as a resurrection of death, 
but that it is involved in this judgment. 
Olshausen observes that this, and Acts 
xxiv. 15, are the only direct declarations 
in the N. T. of a bodily resurrection of the 
unjust as well as of the just. It is implied 
in some places, e. g. Matt. x. 28, and less 
plainly in Matt. xxv. 34 ff. : Rev. xx. 6, 
12, and directly asserted in the O. T., 
Dan. xii. 2. In 1 Cor. xv.,— as the object 
was* to convince believers in Christ of the 
truth of the resurrection of their bodies, — 
no allusion is made to those who are not 
believers. 30.] Here begins the 

second part of the discourse , — but bound 
on most closely to the first (ver. 23), — 


treating of the testimony by which these 
things were substantiated, and which they 
ought to have received. This verse is, 
however, perhaps rather a point of tran- 
sition to the next, at which the testimony 
is first introduced. As the Son does 
nothing of Himself, — but His working and 
His judgment all spring from His deep 
unity of will and being with the Father, — 
this His great and last judgment, and all 
His other ones, will be just and holy (He 
being not separate from Hod, but one with 
Him) ; and therefore His witness given of 
Himself ver. 17, and called by them blas- 
phemy, is true and holy also. Ob- 
serve, the discourse here passes into the 
first person, which was understood before, 
because he had called himself the Son of 
God, — but is henceforth used expressly. 

31.] This assertion is not to be 
trifled away by an accommodation, or sup- 
posed to be introduced by * Ye will say to 
Me :* — see by all means ch. viii. 12 — 14 
and notes. The words are said in all 
earnestness, and are strictly true. If such 
a separation, and independent testimony, 
as is here supposed, could take place, it 
would be a falsification of the very con- 
ditions of the Truth of God as manifested 
by the Son, Wlio being the Word, speaks, 
not of himself, but of the Father. And in 
this sense ch. viii. 14 is eminently true 
also, the light being the brightness of 
the Father*s glory.” 32.] This 

Other can, by the inner coherence of the 
discourse, be no other than the Fathee, 
of Whom so much has been said in the 
former part, but Who is hinted at rather 
than mentioned in this (the word Father” 
in ver. 30 being spurious). It cannot he 
John , — from whom (ver. 34) our Lord took 
not his testimony. Similar modes of al- 
luding to the Father occur ch. viii. 50 : 
see also ch. viii. 18, and Matt. x. 28 and 
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I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is 
true. S3 Ye %sent unto John, ^and he ^hare witness unto 
the truth. i I receive not ^ testimony froi^, man : 
but these things I say, that ye might be saved. S6 'J^q 
H sfe®Matt®‘ was 1 a burning and ® a shining light : and ^ ye were willing 
xxiie; ^for a season to rejoice in his light. 
e?j"hnv.o!‘ S6 Blit have greater witness than that of John : for 
works which the Father ^ hath given me to finish, the 
same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father 


S render^ have sent. ^ render, hath borne, 

i better, yet. ^ render, my testimony. 

1 render, the lamp lighted and shining. 

^ render, to rejoice for a season. 

^ render, the testimony which I have is greater than [that of] J ohn. 
® render, gave. 


parallel places. and I know . . . ] 

This is the Son^s testimony to the Father’s 
truth : see ch. (iii. 33) vii, 28; viii. .26, 55. 
It testifies to the full consciousness on the 
part of the Son, even in the days of his 
humiliation, of the righteousness of the 
Father: and (for the testimony of the 
Father to the Son is contained in the 
Scriptures) also to His distinct recognition 
and approval (Ps. xl. 6 — 8) of psalm and 
type and prophecy, as applied to Himself 
and His work. 38.] See ch. i. 19. 

The connexion is,— another testifies of Me 
(ver. 32) — ^not John only, although he, 
when sent to, did certainly testify to the 
truth ; for ’ <fec. he hare witness 

unto the truth, not merely (Grot.) mo- 
destly said; — but necessarily. Bare wit- 
ness to Me would have been asserting 
what the next verso denies. 34.] 'I 

receive not my testimony (the testimony 
to Me of which I have spoken) from man, 
but I mention John’s testimony, that you 
may make the intended use of it, to be led 
to Me for salvation.’ 36;] This was 

shews, as Stier rightly observes, that 
John was now cast into prison, if not 
executed. the lamp] The article has 
been taken by some to point to the pro- 
phecies concerning John. But we have no 
passage in the O. T. which designates 
Elias in such terms. In Ecclus. xlviii. 1 
we read of him, ‘‘ Then stood up JSlias the 
prophet as fire, and his toord burned like 
a lamp** which Stier thinks may be re- 
ferred to here. We may, as indeed he also 
suggests, believe that those words repre- 
sent or gave rise to a common way of 
speaking of Elias, as certain Rabbis were 
called * The candle of the Law,’ &c. De 


Wette takes the article as meaning, *the 
lamp which was to lead you* &c. 

On John as t^ie light lighted not lighting, 
see note, ch. i. 8. and shining] The 
description sets forth the derived, and 
transitory nature of John’s light, 
and ye .... ] See Ezek. xxxiii. 30, 32. 
‘ But you wished only to disport your- 
selves in his light for a time— came out 
to him in crowds at first, — and — like 
silly children who play with the fire till it 
burns and hurts them, and then shrink 
from and loathe it, — when he began to 
speak of deep repentance as the preparation 
for God’s Kingdom, and laid the axe to the 
root of the trees, you left him.’ No one 
cared, when he was imprisoned and put to 
death. And even those few who remained 
true to him, did not follow his direction to 
Christ. For the mass of the people, and 
their leaders, his mission was in vain. 

36.] Literally, I have my witness 
greater than John; or, than that of John; 
— but perhaps this is not needed, for John 
himself was a testimony. for the 

works, not Jlis miracles alone, although 
those principally; but the whole of His 
life and course of action, full as it was of 
holiness, in which, and as forming har- 
monious parts of which. His miracles were 
testimonies of His divine mission. His 
greatest work (ch. vi. 29) was the awakening 
of faith, the quickening of which we have 
heard before, to which the miracles were 
but as means to an end. the same 
works that I do] The repetition is to shew 
that His life and working was an exact 
fulfilment of the Father’s will. The works 
which the Father hath given me to do, 
those very works which 1 ank doing 
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hath sent me. And the Father himself, which hath 
sent me, ^hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither grMatt^m.i?: 
heard his voice at any time, ^nor seen his shape. ^8 And 
ye ha^ not his word abiding in you: for whom he^KVs^*^^' 
[P hath~\ sent, him ye believe not. ^ ^ Search the scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and LukJkvL 2 o. 
^ they are they which testify of me. ^ And ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life, m j receive not [uke xxiv. 

17. ch.i.46. 1 ch. i. 11 : ili. 19. mver. 84. ITheBs.ii.O. 


P omit. ^ or. Ye search : see note. 

^ render. And yet ye are not willing to. 


37 — 39.] The connexion of these 
verses has been much disputed! I believe 
it will be found to be this : ‘ The works of 
which I have spoken, are only indirect 
testimonies ; the Father Himself, who sent 
Me, has given direct testimony concerning 
Me. Now that testimony cannot be de- 
rived by you, nor any man, by direct com- 
munication w'ith Him ; for ye have never 
heard His voice nor seen Hi^ shape. (Or 
perhaps, — have not heard His voice, as your 
fathers did from Sinai, — nor seen His 
visional appearance, as the Prophets did.) 
Nor (ver. 38), in your case, has it been 
given by that inward witness (ch. iii. 33 ; 
1 John iv. 13, 14) which those have (and 
had in a measure, even before the gift of 
the Spirit — see among other places, Ps. li. 
11), in whom His word abides ; for ye have 
not His word abiding in you, not believing 
on Him whom He hath sent. Yet (ver. 39) 
there is a form of this direct testimony 
of the Father, accessible even to you ; — 
Search the Scriptures, &c/ Chrysostom 
and others understand the w^ord voice to 
refer to the voice at our Lord's baptism : 
but, as Liickc observes, the addition, at 
any time, forbids this. Observe that the 
testimony in the Scriptures is not the only, 
nor the chief one, intended in ver. 37, but 
the direct testimony in the heart of the 
believer ; — which, as the Jews have not, 
they are directed to another form of the 
Father’s testimony, that in the Scriptures, 
39.] The word Search may be indica- 
tive, Ye search : then the sense will be, ‘ Ye 
search the Scriptures, for ye believe ye 
have &c., and they are they that testify of 
YLe : and (yet, ver. 40) ye will not come 
to Me thai ye may have life or impera- 
tive, hs in the text, in which case generally 
a period has been placed after me, and a 
fresh sentence begins at And yet ye are 
not willing .... Authorities are very 
divided between these : the Greek Fathers, 
who should understand their own lan- 


guage, took them (with one remarkable 
exception, Cyril of Alexandria) as impe- 
rative. And I believe the imperative sense 
only will be found to cohere with the pre- 
vious verses : — see above, where I have given 
the context. And no other sense will suit 
the w'ord search : which cannot be used, as 
in the indicative it would be, with blame 
attached to it , — ^ye make nice and fri- 
volous search into the letter of Scripture;* 
but implies a thorough search (s^e also 
1 Pet. i. 11) into the contents and spirit of 
Scripture. Ye (emphatic) imagine 

that in them (emphatic) ye have eternal 
life. We may find testimonies to this 
from the Rabbis : “ He who acquires the 
words of the law, acquires for himself 
eternal life** Ac. But they, like all 
other secondary ordinances, have a spiritual 
end in view, and that end is to testify, 
from first to last (ifc is their office) ; they 
are they that testify of Me. 40.] I 

would connect these words with the former, 
and regard them as describing the incon- 
sistency of those who think that they have 
life in the Scriptures, and yet will not 
come to Him of whom they testify, that 
they may have life. Observe, this 

command to the Jews to search their 
Scriptures, applies even more strongly to 
Christians ; who are yet, like them, in 
danger of idolizing a mere written book, 
believing that in the Bible they have 
eternal life, and missing the personal 
knowledge of Him of whom the Scriptures 
testify. The words Ye are not willing 
to come here set forth strikingly the free - 
dom of the will, on which the unbeliever’s 
condemnation rests : see ch. iii. 19. 
41—44.] The connexion seems to be; — 
the standing-points of our Lord and of the 
Jews were not only different, but were 
inconsistent teith and exclusive of one 
another. He sought not glory from below, 
from man’s praise or report; the Father 
testified to Him, in all the ways which have 
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» honour from men. *^2 I know you, that ye have not 
the love of God in you. j am come in my Father's 
name, and ye receive me not : if another shall come in his 
iich.xii.48. own name, him ye will receive. ^ "How can yeHbelieve, 
which receive ® honour one of another, and seek not the 
oEom.ii.M. ^•honour that cometh from ^ God only ? ^ Do not think 

pRom.iLis. that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that 
Gen Hi 16 accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye ^ trust. For had 
18 : xiiris y6 believed Moses, ye would * have believed me : ^ for he 
DeutJvm. wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my words ? 


• render, glory. 

^ render y hope. 

been specified ; but this testimony they 
could not receive, nor discover Him in their 
Scriptures, because human regards and 
ambition and intrigue had blinded their 
eyes, and they had not the love of God 
(the very first command in their law, 
Dcut. vi. 4, 6) in their hearts. 41.] I re- 
ceive not, not merely, * I do not desire * — 
but ‘ I do not receive ; * — * no such praise 
nor testimony accrues to Me, nor has in 
Me that on which it can lay hold.' ‘ My 
glory is altogether from another source.' 

42.] But (nevertheless, howbeit) draws 
forcibly the distinction, setting Himself 
and them in strong contrast. 1 know 
you] By long trial and bearing with your 
manners these many generations ; and per- 
sonally also. The words are spoken, not 
of an ungodly mind in general, but of an 
absence of that love which God’s covenant 
I)oople should have for Him. ‘ They would 
none of Jesus ; for they were not true 
Israelites.' This love, if they had it, would 
teach them, — the whole heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength being given to 
Gwl, — to seek honour only from Aim,— and 
thus to appreciate the glory which He 
hath given to His Son, and His testimony 
concerning Him. 43.] The first clause 
is clear. In the latter we have a prophetic 
declaration regarding the Jews in the 
latter days. This another is in strong 
contrast witli the ** another** of ver. 32. 
‘The testimony of that Other, who is 
greater than I, ye will not receive; but if 
another come in liis own name, him ye will 
receive.' The words are perJjaps spoken 
primarily of the false or Idol-Messiah, the 
Antichrist, who shall appear in the latter 
days (2 Thess, ii. 8 — 12) ; whose appearance 
shall be according to the working of Satan 
(their father, ch. viii. 44), shewing himself 
that he is God, 2 Thess. ii. 4 ; — and doubt- 


t render, the OTlly God. 

* hndery believe. 

less, in that their final reference, embrace 
also all the cases in which the Jews have 
more or less received those false Messiahs 
who have been foreshadowers of the great 
Antichrist, and indeed all the cases in 
which such a spirit has been shewn by 
them, even ifi the absence of false Messiahs, 
44.] Mow can ye (emphatic) is 
grounded on “yc are not willing** — is the 
consequence of the carnal regards in which 
they lived. from the only God, not 
*from Ood only* (A. V.), which is un- 
grammatical : in contradistinction to the 
idolatry of the natural heart, which is 
ever setting up for itself other sources of 
honour, worshipping man, or self, — or 
even, as in the case alluded to in the last 
verse, Satan, — instead of God. The words 
** the only Ood** are very important, be- 
cause they form the point of passage to 
the next verses ; in which the Jews are 
accused of not believing the writings of 
Moses, the very pith and kernel of which 
was the unity of Ood, and the having no 
others gods but Him. 46.] The work 
of Christ is not to accuse, even as He is 
Judge ; — but to judge, by the appointment 
of the Father. And therefore — though He 
has said so much of the unbelief of the 
Jews, and charged them in the last verse 
with breach of the central law of Go<l — He 
will not accuse them ; nay, it is not need- 
ful ; — for Moses, whom they disbelieved, 
while vainly hoping in him (see above on 
ver. 39), making their boast in the law,** 
Kom. ii. 17, — already accused them: see 
Dent. xxxi. 21, 26, and ch. vii. 19. 

46. he wrote of me] This is an important 
testimony by the Lord to the subject of 
the whole Pentateuch ; — it is concerning 
Him. It is also a testimony to the fotet, 
of Moses having written those books, which 
were then, and are still, Ijribwn by his 
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VI. 1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of 
Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. ^ And a great 
multitude followed him, because they saw 7 his miracles 
which ®e did on them that were diseased. ^ And Jesus 
went up into mountain, and there he sat with his 
disciples. ^ “And the passover, * a feast of the Jews, was “t,® 7 ;*Deut. 


nigh. ^ When Jesus then lifted 
y read, the. 

name. 47.] The meaning is : ' men 

give greater weight to what is written and 
published, the letter of a book, than to 
mere word of mouth ; — and ye in particular 
give greater honour to Moses, than to Me : 
if then ye believe not what he has written, 
which comes down to you hallowed by the 
reverence of ages, — how can you believe 
the words which are uttered by Me, to 
whom you are hostile ? * This however is 
not all : — Moses leads to Christ : — is one 
of the witnesses by which the Father hath 
testified of Him : * if then ye have rejected 
the means, how shall ye rea^h the end V 
* If your unbelief has stopped the path, how 
shall ye arrive at Him to whom it leads ? * 
Chap. VI. Jesus the life in the 
FLESH. 1 — 16.] Miraculous feed~ 

ing of Jive thousand men. Matt. xiv. 13 — 
21. Mark vi. 30—44. Luke ix. 10 — 17, in 
each of which compare the notes through- 
out. Here we have another example of 
John relating a miracle with the view of 
introducing a discourse, and that discourse 
carries on the testimony of Jesus to Him- 
self. In the last. He was the Son of God, 
testified to by the Father, received by 
faith, rejected by unbelief: here He is son 
of MAN, the incarnate Life of the world, 
and we have the unbelief of the Jews and 
His own disciples set in strong contrast 
with the feeding on and participating in 
Him as the Bread of Life. 1.] After 

these things gives us no fixed date ; — see 
on ch. V. 1. As Liicke remarks, the words 
went over the sea of Galilee . . . , if con- 
nected with the preceding discourse, would 
be unintelligible, — and can only be under- 
stood by the fragmentary character of this 
Gk)spel as relates to mere narration, and 
the well-known fact being presupposed, that 
His Ministry principally took place in Ga- 
lilee. Matthew gives this passage over 
the lake in connexion with the execution of 
Johrt the Baptist : Mark and Luke, with 
the return of the Twelve from their mis- 
sion. (llie Twelve were probably gathered, 
or their gathering finished, in the interval 
since ch. v. 47, during which time their 
mission also had taken place.) which 


up his eyes, and saw ii.ia-v.i.* 

* render, the. 

is the sea of Tiberias] The last appellation 
is probably inserted for the sake of Gentile 
readers, to whom it was best known by 
that name. It was more usually called, as 
by Josephus, Gennesar, or Gennesaritis : 
see also, 1 Macc. xi. 67. 2.] It is evi- 

dent from this that a circuit in Galilee and 
works of healing are presupposed (see Mat- 
thew, ver. 13 ; Mark, ver. 33 ; Luke, vcr. 
11). 3.] the mountain, perhaps ‘ the 

hill country " on the shore of the lake : 
expressed in Matthew by a desert place 
apart . The expression is used by John 
only here and in vcr. 15, but no inference 
can be drawn from that, for this is the only 
portion of the Galiicean Ministry related by 
him. 4.J This will account, not for so 
great a multitude coming to Him, but per- 
haps (?) for the circumstance that the 
people at that time were gathered in mul- 
titudes, ready to set out on their journey to 
Jerusalem. We must remember also that 
the reference of the following discourse 
to the Passover being so pointed, the re- 
mark would naturally bo liere inserted by 
the Evangelist ; but I would not insist on 
this as the only reason for his making it. 

6.] Here there is considerable diffi- 
culty, on account of the variation from 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who relate that 
the disciples came to the Lord after Ho 
had been teaching and healing the multi- 
tudes, and when it was now evening, — and 
asked Him to dismiss the multitudes, that 
they might buy food ; — whereupon He com- 
manded, ‘Give ye them to eat;' — whereas 
here apparently, on their first coming, the 
Lord Himself suggests the question. How 
they were to be fed, to Philip. This dif- 
ference is not to be passed over, as it has 
usually been by English Commentators, 
without notice. Still less are we to invent 
improbable and hardly honest harmonistic 
shifts to piece the two narratives together. 
There can be no doubt, fairly and honestly 
speaking, that the narratives, in their mere 
letter, disagree. But those who are not 
slaves to the mere letter will see here that 
inner and deeper accordance of which Au- 
gustine speaks in commenting on this -pas- 
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a great company ^come unto him, he saith imto Philip, 
Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat ? ® And 

this he said to prove him : for he himself knew what he 
b would do. 7 Philip answered him, ^ Two hundred!' penny- 

worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one 
of them may take a little. ® One of his disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, ^ There is a lad 
here, which hath five barley loaves, and two \_^ smalt] 
c 2JCII1P8 iv. fishes : ® but what are they among so many ? And 
Jesus said. Make the ^rnen sit down. Now there was 


® render i coming. 

® omit. 

8Rgo ; From wliicli general variety in the 
verbal narrative amidst agreement in the 
facts and sense, it is evident enough that 
we are wholesomely instructed that nothing 
is to be looked for in the words of Scrip- 
ture but the general puri)ort of those who 
s}x>kc : to display which pur[)oso should be 
the watchful care of all truthful narrators, 
whether relating concerning man, or angel, 
or (lod Himself.’^ I repeat the remark so 
often made in this Commentary, — that if 
wo were in possession of the facts as they 
happened, there is no doubt that the va- 
rious forms of the literal narrations would 
fall into their places, and the truthfulness 
of each historian would be apparent : — but 
as we cannot at present reconcile them in 
this way, the humble and believing Chris- 
tian will not be tempted to handle the word 
of God deceitfully, but to admire the gra- 
cious condescension which has given us the 
evidence of so many independent witnesses, 
whose very difference in detail makes their 
accordance in the great central truths so 
much the more weighty. On evert^ 'point of 
importance here^ the four sacred historians 
are entirety and absolutely agreed. That 
every minor detail related by them had its 
ground in historical fact, we fully believe ; 
it, is the tracking it to this ground in each 
case, which is now beyo)id our power ; and 
hero comes in the simplicity and reliance 
of faith : and the justification of those who 
believe and receive each Gospel as they 
find it written. unto Philip] Why to 
Philip f does not appt^ar; perhaps some 
reason lay in the woi^s this He said to 
prove himf which is now lost to us. From 
his words in ch. xiv. 8, we cannot infer, as 
has been done by Cyril of Alexandria and 
others, that he was weaker in faith, or 
tardier in spiritual apprehension, than the 
rest. Of all the Apostles who appear in 
the sacred narrative, something might bo 


^ render, WaS about to do. 

^ render, peoplo. See note. 

u 

quoted, shewing equal unreadiness to be- 
lieve and understand. I would take the 
circumstance as simple matter of fact, im- 
plying perhaps that Philip was nearest to 
our Lord at the moment. We must not 
fall into the mistake of supposing that 
Philip being of Bethsaida the city of An- 
drew and Fefbr (ch. i. 45) throws any light 
on the question ; for the Bethsaida near 
which our Lord now was, Luke ix. 10, was 
another place : see notes there. 

Whence — ‘ from what store ?’ Hence Phi- 
lip’s answer. 6.] he knew : — by this 

St. John must be understood not only to 
rescue our Lord from the imputation of 
asking counsel of Philip, but to refer the 
miraculous act, on His part, to His purpose 
of exhibiting Himself as the Son of Man 
the Life of the World in the flesh. 

7.] See notes on Mark. 8.] Meyer 

remarks, that the words one of His dis- 
ciples may seem strange, seeing that 
Philip also was this: but that it has its 
value in the narrative, seeing that, Philip 
having been asked in vain, one from among 
the circle of the disciples answers, and is 
afterwards specified as having been An- 
drew. In the three other Gospels, 

the loaves and fishes appear as the dis- 
ciples’ own; — and we have thus a very 
simple but very instructive instance of 
the way in which differences in detail 
arose. Tliey were their own, — but not 
till they, had bought them. 9.] barley 
loaves — this was the usual barley bread 
which formed the food of the lower orders. 

10.] muck grass, in accordance with 
the time of year, the latter end of spring, 
after the rainy season. the men] 

Before, when our Lord commanded, as in 
A. V., **make the men sit down** it was 
the general word, signifying both men and 
women indiscriminately. Wnd 1 have there- 
fore substituted in the margin, people. 
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much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in 
number about five thousand. And Jesus took the 
loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
[® to t/M disciples, and the disciples'] to them that were set 
down ; and ^ likeuise of the fishes as much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be 
lost. 1^ Therefore they gathered them together, and filled 
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

1^ ST Thcti those men, when they had seen the miracle that 
Jesus did, said. This is of a truth prophet that ^ oen.^x^ix. lo. 

should come into the .world. ^ When Jesus therefore 
perceived that they would come and take him by force, to vii'.io. 
make him a king, he departed again into momitaiii 
himself alone. 


® omit, with almost all our ancient authorities, 

^ render, in like manner. 

8^ render, The men therefore. ^ render, the. 

1 render, JeSUS therefore, knowing. ^ render, the. 


But now it is the word signifying men, as 
distinguished from women and children. 
And this is a particular toucli of accuracy 
in the account of an eye-witness, which has 
not I think heen noticed. Why in the 
other accounts should mention be made 
only of the men in numbering them ? St. 
Matthew has, it is true, “ beside women 
and children/^ leaving it to be inferred that 
there was some means of distinguishing ; — 
the others merely give “ [^abouf] Jive thou- 
sand men"’ without any explanation. But 
here we see how it came to be so— the men 
alone were arranged in companies, or alone 
arranged so that any account was taken of 
tliem ; the women and children being served 
promiscuously; who indeed, if the multi- 
tude were a paschal caravan ( ?), or parts of 
many such, w'ould not be likely to be very 
numerous ; — and here again we have a point 
of minute truthfulness brought out. 

11.] On the process of the miracle, see notes 
on Matthew. St. John describes the distri- 
bution as being the act of the Lord Himself, 
and leaves the intervention of the disciples 
to be understood. The giving thanks 
here ^wers to blessing in the other Gos- 
pels. It was the ^ grace* of the father of 
the family; perhaps the ordinary one in 
nse among the Jews. St. John seems to 
connect with it the idea brought out by St. 


Luke, “ He blessed them,^* i. e. the loaves : 
sec ver. 23. 12.] Peculiar to .John. 

The command, one intent of which was 
certainly to convince the disciples of the 
power whicli had wrought the iniractle, is 
given by our Lord a moral bearing also. 
They collected the fragments /br their own 
use, each in his basket (cophmus), the ordi- 
nary furniture of the travelling Jew, to 
carry his food, lest he • should bo polluted 
by that of the people through whose terri- 
tory he passed ; see note on Matt. xv. 32. 
Observe, that here the 1 2 baskets are filled 
with the fragments of the bread alone : 
but in Mark, with those of the fishes also. 

We must not altogether miss the re- 
ference to the 12 tribes of Israel, typifying 
the church which was to be fed with the 
bread of life to the end of time. 14.] 
On the prophet see note on ch. i. 21, — 
** Art thou the prophet?” 16.] After 

such a recognition, nothing was wanting 
but that the multitudes who were jour- 
neying to the Passover should take Jesus 
with them, and proclaim Him king of the 
Jews in the holy City itself. The 
other three Evangelists, while they do not 
give any intimation of this reason of our 
Lord's withdrawal, relate the fact, and St. 
Luke preserves in the very next verse a 
trace of its motive, — by the question 
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And when even was now come, his disciples went 
down unto the sea, ^7 and entered into a ship, and ^ icent 
over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now 
and Jesus was ^ not come to them. And the set. ^ arose 
by reason of a great wind that blew, So when they 
had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they 
see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the 
ship : and they were afraid. 20 he saith unto them. 
It is I ; be not afraid. 21 o Then they willingly received 
him into the ship : and immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they P went. 


23 The day following, 

1 render y were going. 

» render y was rising, 

0 render, They Were willing 
P render, were going. 

* Whom do ihe people say that I amV 
and the answer, expressing the very con- 
fession of the people here. 

16 — 21.] Jesus walks on the sea. Matt, 
xiv. 22 — 33. Mark vi. 45 — 52. Omitted 
by St. Luke. An important and interest- 
ing question arises, Why is this miracle 
here inserted by St. John ? That he ever 
inserts for the mere purpose of narration, I 
cannot believe. The reason seems to me 
to be this : to give to the Twelve, in the 
prospect of so apparently strange a dis- 
course respecting His Body, a view of the 
truth respecting that Body, that it and 
the things said of it were not to be under- 
stood in a gross corporeal, but in a super- 
natural and spiritual sense. And their 
very terror, and reassurance, tended to im- 
press that confidence in Him which kept 
them firm, when many left Him, ver. 66. 

16.] even, here, will be during the 
time between the ** evening’* of Matt. xiv. 
15, and that of the same, ver. 23. The 
.Tews commonly reckoned two evenings: 
see the note on Matt. xxvi. 17, p. 182, 
bottom of col, 1. 'wett down] By 

the command of Jesus (Matthew, Mark). 

17.] were going — denoting the un- 
finished action— they were making for the 
other side of the sea, in the direction of 
Oapemaum ; ** unto Beihsaida*’ Mark, 
which would bo the same thing. It would 
appear as if the disciples were lingering 
along shore with the exi^ectation of 
taking in Jesus ; but night had fallen, and 
He had not come to them, and the sea 
began to be stormy (ver. 18). Having 
thSrtfore set out (ver. 19), and rowedy &c. 


when the ^people which stood on 
^ ready not yct. 

therefore to receive. 

^ render, multitude. 

The w^ord So, with which ver. 19 begins, 
seems to me to render this supposition 
necessary, — ^ bind their having rowed 
twenty-five or thirty stadia, with the fact 
that the liord had not come, and it was 
dark, and the sea swelling into a storm. 
The lake is forty furlongs wide : so that, as 
we can hardly assume the passage to have 
been to a point directly opposite, they were 
somewhere about the midst of ihe sea,” 
Matthew', ver. 24. 18. was rising] 

w^as becoming thoroughly agitated. 

19, walking on the sea] There surely can 
be no question in the mind of an unpre- 
judiced reader, that it is John's intention 
to relate a miracle; — nov again, — that 
there could be in the minds of the disciples 
no doubt about that miracle, — no chance 
of a mistake as to what they saw. I have 
treated of on the sea on Matthew, ver. 25. 

They were afraid ; — but upon being 
reassured by His voice, they were willing 
to take Him into the ship ; and upon their 
doing so, the ship in a comparatively short 
time (or perhaps immediately by miracle, 
but I prefer the other) was at the land to 
which they had been going, viz. by the 
storm ceasing, and the ship making smooth 
way (“ the wind ceased,” Matthew, Mark). 

It seems to me that the above inter- 
pretation of ** they were willing there- 
fore to receive Him” is absolutely necessary 
to account for the therefore. 

22 — 59.] The multitudes follow kJcsus 
to Capernaum, where, in the synagogue. 
He discourses to them on Himself as the 
Bread of Life, 22— 24.] These verses 
are involved and parenthetical in construe- 
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the other side of the sea saw that there was none other 
boat there, save that\ one whereinio his disciples were 
entered^ and that Jesus went not with his disciples into 
the ^oaty but that his disciples ^were gone away alone; 

(howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh 
unto the place where they did eat thread after that the 
Lord had* given thanks :) when the ^people therefore 
saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, 7 they 
also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for 
Jesus. And when they had found him on the other 
side of the sea, they said unto him. Rabbi, when earnest 
thou hither? 2G jggug answered them and said. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. Ye seek me, not because ye saw ® 

[2 tlie~\ miracles, but because ye did cat of the loaves, and . 

were filled. 27 a Labour not for the meat which i^erisheth, but Ifi $ 2 : 

® for that meat which endurcth unto everlasting' life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you : ^ for him ® hath God ^ 

^ omit. ® r^ad, ship. ^ render, Went. 

^ render, the bread. ^ render, multitude, 

y read and render, they entered into the ships. 

* omit. letter, ork liot : see note. 

^ render, the Father sealed, even God. 

tion, but very characteristic of the minute And from this low desire of mere satisfac- 
care with which the Evangelist will account tion of their carnal appetite, He takes oc- 
for every circumstance which is essential casioii in the following discourse to raise 
to his purpose in the narrative. the them to spiritual desire after Himself, 

multitude] We are not to understand the the Beead of Life. The discourse forms 
whole multitude who were fed, — hut that a parallel with that in ch. iv. 27. 

portion of them which had remained on Work not for] The A. V., ‘ Labour not 
the coast over the night. Many had pro- jTor,’ does not give the sense. They had 
bahly dispersed to the villages about, or not laboured in this case for the meat that 
peT’haps taken up their night quarters more perisheth, but it had been furnished mira- 
inland. on the other side of the sea] culously. A better rendering would be, 

i. e. on the east coast. We are supposed Busy not yourselves about, — Do not weary 
to be at Capernaum. The other boats yourselves for, — which they were doing, 
had perhaps brought some of them thither : by thus coming after our Lord : blithest 
or the spot nigh unto the place where they of all. Work not for, because in the original 
ate the bread, iSfc. might have been some the root of the word is the same in verses 
landing-place of merchandise. 25.] on 27, 29, 30. The meat whose nourish- 

the other side of the sea is wow the iny potver passes away ** Better 

bank; — we have been crossing the sea with literally, which perisheth, as in text; — 
the multitude. when 1 as Stier re- the useless part of it, in being cast out ; — 

marks, includes ** how in its meaning, the useful, in becoming part of the body 
Our Lord leaves the question unanswered, wdiich perishes (see 1 Cor. vi. 13). 
because it was not for a sign to these people but for that meat] It is important to hear 
that He had miraculously crossed the lake, in mind that the ** working for^* spoken 

• 26.] The seeking Him, on the part of above, which also applies to this, was 
of these people, — to Him, who saw the not a ‘ labouring for,^ or * bringing about 
hearts, — was merely a low desire to profit q/*,’ but a following Clirist in order to ob- 
by His wonderful works, — not a reasonable tain. So the meaning will he, hut seek 
consequence of deduction from His miracles to obtain, by fallowing after Me .... 
that He w%8 the Saviour of the world, which endureth unto everlasting life] Sec 

VoL. I. Mm 
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the Father sealed, ^8 Then said they unto him, What 
® shall we do, that we ^ might work the works of God ? 
gwohniii. 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, ^This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hathf^sent. 
hMatt.xu. 30 They said therefore unto him, ^‘What sim ^ shewcst 
u^^'icor. then, that we may see, and believe thee? w'hat dost 

i Exoti. xvi. thou work ? 3i i Qur fathers did eat ^ manna in the 
fx'iis. ^cor. / as it is written, ^Ile gave them bread from 

kk^ixxvui. heaven to eat. ^^'^Then Jesus said unto them. Verily, 
verily, 1 say unto you, Moses gave you not i that bread 

® render, must. ^ render, may. 

® render, doest. ^ render, the manna. 

? render, wildemess, as in verse 49. 

^ render, JesUS therefore. ^ render, the. 

ch. iv. 14. If this ^*meaV^ remains to even in the writings of the Apostles, which 
eternal life, it must be spiritual food. says so clearly and significantly, that all 

which, the Son of man shall give unto eternal life in men proceeds from nothing 
you] See ch. iv. ib. which agrees else than faith in Christ."^ 30, 31.] 

with “ wcaf,^Miot with “ Zi/b.’’ shall This answers ''to ch. iv. 12, Art thou 
give, future, because the great Sacrifice was greater than our father Jacob,** &c. It is 
not yet offered : so in ch. iv. the Son spoken in unbelief and opposition ; not, as 

of man, emphatic here, and belonging to many have supposed, as a request for the 
this discourse, since it is of His Flesh that Bread of Life, meaning it by the sign, but 
He is about to speak. for Him the in the ordinary sign-seeking spirit of the 
Father sealed, even God] This rendering Jews. Stier says well, ‘ They have been 
is made necessary by the grammatical form hesitating between better and worse 
of the original. sealed, by undoubted thoughts, till at last unbelief prevails.’ 

testimony, as at His baptism ; and since, by The sign here demanded is the sign from 
His miracles, see ch. x. 36 : not, ‘stam])ed heaven, the proof of the sealing by God; 
with the image of His I’erson,’ which is such a proof would be, in their estimation, 
altogether beside the present subject, and compared with His present miracles, as the 
inconsistent with the meaning of the verb, manna (bread from heaven) was, compared 
28.] The people understand His to the multiplied loaves and fishes, 
working literally, and dwell upon it. The manna was extolled by the Jews, as 
They quite seem to think that the food the greatest miracle of Moses. Josephus 
which is to endure for ever is to be spiri- calls it " a divine and wondrous food :** 
tually interpreted ; and they therefore ask see also Wisd. xvi. 20, 21. ‘ They forgot 

this question, - referring the “ working*’ to that their fathers disbelieved Moses almost 
the works of the law. the works of from the time when they began to eat the 

God must not be taken to mean ‘ the works manna ; and that the Psalm from which 
which God works,* but, as in Jer. xlviii. they quote most strongly sets forth this ; — 
10 ; 1 Cor. XV. 58, the works well pleasing that they despised the manna, and pre- 
to God. 29.] The meaning is not,— ferred ordinary meat to it.’ Stier. 

that faith is torought in us by God, is the Observe our Lord’s believe on him in ver. 
work of God ; but that the truest way of 29, and their believe thee. The former, 
working the work of God is to believe on the casting their whole hopes and faith on 
Him whom He hath sent. work, not Him, is what He requires ; but they will 
works, because there is but this one, pro- not even give the latter, common credence, 
perly speaking, and all the rest are wrapt to Him. Their what dost thou work \ 
up in it (see James^ i. 25). This is a Meyer remarks, is a retort of our Lferd’s 
most important saying of our Lord, as con- question, ver. 27. The stress, in these 
taining the germ of that teaching after- words, should be not on the thou, which is 
wards so fuUy expanded in the writings of not expressed in the original, but on the 
St. PauL ‘‘ I know not,” says Schleier- what. 32.] Our Lord lays open the 

macher, where we can find any passage, course of their argument. have not 
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from heaven ; but my Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven. ^3 Por the bread of God is which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

2 ^ 1 ^hen said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this ^ iv. 
bread. And^ Jesus said unto them, ™ I am the bread mver. 48,68. 

of life : " he that cometh to me shall ^ never hunger ; and 
he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 o j o w. 26 , 64. 

unto you. That ye ° also have seen me, and believe not. 


3' P All P that the Father giveth 

^ render y that. 

^ omit. 

® render, have even seen. 

weniioned Moses,— nor was the giving of 
the manna a miracle performed hy Moses ; — 
hut He knew that the comparison between 
Moses and Himself was in their minds, and 
answers by exposing the error which re- 
presented Moses as the giver of the manna. 
Neither again was that the true bread 
I'rom heaven. It was, in one sense, bread 
from heaven ; — but not in this sense. It 
was a type and shadow of the true bread 
from heaven, which my Father is giving 
(or perhaps the abstract present, — signify- 
ing that it is His office to give it) to you. 
Our Lord does not liere denp, hut asserts 
the miraculous character of the manna. 

33.] the bread of God answers to 
the bread, which my Father giveth** The 
words that which cometh down from 
heaven .... are the predicate of the bread, 
and do not apply, in the construction of 
this verse, to Christ personally, however 
truly they apply to Him in fact. The 
A. V. is here wrong : it should be. The 
bread of God is that (not He) which 
cometh, &c. Not till ver. 35 does Jesus 
first say, ‘ I AM the bread of life.' The 
manna is still kept in view, which ‘ when 
the dew fell on the camp . . . .fell (the 
fjireek word in the LXX is the same as 
here, came down) upon it,' Num. xi. 9. 
And the present tense, here used in refer- 
ence to the manna, is dropped when the 
Lord Himself is spoken of : see vv, 38, 41, 
58, and especially the distinction between 
yer. 50 and ver. 51, 34.] ch. iv. 16 

is exactly parallel. The Jews understand 
this bread, as the Samaritan woman under- 
stood the water, to be some miraculous 
kind of sustenance which would bestow 
life everlasting ; — perhaps they thought of 
the heavenly manna, which the Rabbis 
speak of as prepared for the just in the 
fhture world ; — see Rev. ii. 17, ever- 
more] emi^i^tic : — not now only, but al- 


me shall come to me ; p ver. 45. 

1 render. They Said therefore. 

^ render, not. 

P better, that which : see note. 

ways. 35,] As in ch. v. 30, so here, 
our Lord passes from the indirect to the 
direct form of speech. Henceforward it is 
* I,' * Me,' throughout the discourse. 

In the genitive of life, is implied, which 
came down from heaven and giveth life 
unto the %vorld.** So living water in ch. 
iv. On the assurance of never hun- 

gering or thirsting, sec note at ch. iv. 14. 
It is possible that our Lord placed the all- 
satisfying bread of life in contrast to the 
manna, which was no sooner given, Exod. 

xvi. , than the people began to thirst, Exod. 

xvii. ; — but I would not lay any stress on 

this. he that cometh to me is in the 
same sense as in ch. v. 40 — that of accept- 
ance of and faith in Him. 36. I said 
unto you] “ When did He say this to 
them ? perhaps it was said, but has not been 
recorded." En thy mi us. But perhaps the 
reference may be to ch. v. 37—44, and 
unto you may be said generally. Stier 
and others think that ver. 26 is referred 
to: but this is far-fetched. We have 

instances of reference to sayings not re- 
corded, in ch. X. 26 ; xii. 34. 

have even seen] ‘ Ye have seen the true 
Bread from heaven, the sign greater 
than the manna, even Me Myself : and yet 
have not believed.' 37.] The whole 
body of believers on Christ are spoken of 
by Him, here and in ch. xvii., a^ given 
to Him by the Father. But Bengel's ob- 
servation is very important : ‘ ^ that 
which — a most significant expression, and, 
compared with what follows, most worthy 
of consideration. For in our Lord's dis- 
courses, that, which the Father hath given 
Him, is spoken of in the singular number 
and neuter gender, “ all that which :** 
whereas they who come to Him, the Son, 
are spoken of in the masculine gender, and 
sometimes also in the plural number: 
** every man,** or all they.** The Father 

2 
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and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
’ For I <1 came down from heaven, ^ not to do mine own 

rch.iv.84. 'will, ^but the will of him that sent me. And this is 
"?vh.'iT; ^ the Father'* s will which hath sent rne, ® that of all whiCh he 

hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it 
up [® agaiii] at the last day. ^ And this is the will of him 
‘r/'ch-ln. that sent me, ‘that every one which ^seeth the. Son, and 
15, i(j: JV.14. on him, may have everlasting life, and will 

raise him up at the last day. The Jews then murmured 
at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down 
from heaven. And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the 
Luke iv. 22. Joseph, whose father and mother we know ? how is 

it then that he saith, I 7 came down from heaven ? ^ Jesus 


^ render y am COmC. 

^ read and render, the will of him that Sent me. 

® omit. ^ read, For this is the will of my Father. 

^ render, lookcth Oil. * render, that I sliould. 

y render, am COme. 


hath given to the Son as it were one mass, 
tiuit all whom He hath given should he 
one : that whole mass the Son unfokleth 
one by one in this following out of the 
Father’s design. Henee also that whieh 
we read in eh. xvii. 2, “ that at! that tvhich 
Than hast tjiren Him (so literally), to them 
He may yive eternal life." ’ See also 
1 John V. 1. I will in no wise cast 

out does not refer here to the office of the 
Son of (lod as Judge ; hut is another way 
of ex})res8ing the grace and readiness with 
which He will receive all who come to 
Him. 38, 39, 40.] His reception of 

men is not ca])rieious, nor even of His own 
arbitrary choiee ; but as He came into the 
world to do the Father’s will, and that will 
is that all wlu) eomc to Him by faith shall 
have life, so He receives all such -loses 
none of them ; — and will rai.se them all up 
(here, in the fullest and blessed sense) at 
the last day. Olshausen remarks, that ‘in 
ch. iv. we liad only the inexhau.stibJc re- 
freshing of the soul by the water of life; 
but this discour.se goes further; — that not 
ev’en death itself shall destroy the body 
of him who has been nourished by this 
bread of life.’ raise it up again 

refers to the only resurrection which is the 
completion of the man in his glorified 
state ; — it does not set aside the “ resur- 
rection of judgment" (ch. v. 29), but that 
very term is a debasement of “ resuri'ec- 
tion its true sense is only “ resurrection 
of life." Bengel has beautifully given 
the connexion of this last promise with 


what went before : “ this is the end, be- 
yond which there is no danger.” But 
there is much more than this in it. In 
this declaration (vv. 39, 40) is contained 
the key of the following discourse, vv. 
44 — 59. The end of the w^ork of God, as 
regards man, is the glorifi(!ation of his 
restored and sanctified imture,— body, soul, 
and spirit , — in eternity. Without this, — 
salvation, restitution, would be incomplete. 
The adoption cannot be consummated with- 
out the redemj)tion of the body. Bom. 
viii. 18 — 23. And the glorification of the 
body, soul, and spirit, — of the whole man, 
— cannot take place but by means of the 
glorified Body of the second Adam. ‘ He 
who does not see this, will never under- 
stand either the Holy Communion, or this 
testimony of the Lord in its inner mean- 
ing.’ 8tier. The looketh on here is a 

ditterent thing from the mere seeing of 
ver. 36. It is the awakening of the atten- 
tion prej)aratory to faith, answering to the 
looking on the serpent of bra.ss : tcith the 
eyes of the soul, as Euthyinius says; but we 
must not make the looking equivalent to 
believing, to w^hich it is only preparatory. 

41.] Not different hearers, nor does 
the scene of the discourse here change : 
they w^ere the same, — perhaps the principal 
among them, the official superintendents 
of the synagogue : — for St. John generally 
uses “ the Jeivs" in this official sense. 

42.] They rightly supposed that this 
having come down from heaven must im- 
ply some method of coming ii^to the w^orld 
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therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not 
among yourselves. ^^No man can come to me, except * 
the lijather which sent me draw him: and I will ^ 

raise liim up a- at the last day. ^ It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every 
man therefore^ that c hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me. ^Not that an}^ man hath seen 
the Father, ^ save he which is God, he hath seen the 

^ omit, ^ really in. ^ omit. 

® render, hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, 
d render, from. 


diverse from ordinary generation. Meyer 
gathers from the word we know, that 
our Lord’s reputed father was then still 
alive. But surely the verb will bear the 
sense of knowing, as matter of fact, who 
they irere, and need not be confined to 
personal knowledge. 43.] Our l^ord 
does not answer their objection, because it 
lay far from His present purpose to disclose 
aught of those mysteries which the answer 
must have indicated. It was not till the 
faith of the apostolic Christians was fully 
fixed on Him as the Son of God, and the 
outline of the doctrine of His Person was 
firmly sketched out, that the Spirit brought 
out those historical records which assure us 
of His supernatural conception. 

44.] The connexion seems to be this : 
They were not to murmur among them- 
selves because He had said this ; for the 
right understanding of what He had said 
is only to be gained by being taught of 
God, by being drawn by the Father, who 
alone can give the desire to come to 
Christ, and bring a man to Him. That 
this ‘ drawing ’ is not irresistible grace, is 
confessed even by Augustine himself, the 
great upholder of the doctrines of grace. 

“ If a man is drawn, says an objector, he 
comes against his will. (We answer) if 
he comes unwillingly, he does not believe ; 
if he does not believe, he does not come. 
For we do not run to Christ on our feet, 
but by faith ; not with the movement of 
the body, but with the free will of the 
heart . . . Think not that thou art drawn 
against thy will : the mind can be drawn 
by love.'* Calvin and others understand 
irresistible grace to be here meant : ** It is 
fals^ and profane,’* says Calvin, “to say that 
only the willing are drawn.” The Greek ex- 
positors take the view which I have adopted 
above. Chrysostom says, “ This expression 
does not remove our part in the coming, 
but rather shews that we want help to 
come.” See* Article X. of the Church of 


England, at the end. This dratving 

towards Christ may be exemplified in the 
legal dispensation, which was to the Jews 
a schooling for Christ. It now is being 
exerted on all the world, — in accordance 
with the Lord’s projdiocy ch. xii. 32 (see 
note there), and His command Matt, 
xxviii. 19, 20, — by Christian preaching 
and missions ; but, after all, the individual 
will must be turned to Christ by the 
Father, Wliose covenanted promise is, 
that He will so turn it in answer to 
jirayer. “ Art thou not yet drawn ? pray 
that thou mayest be drawn.” Augustine. 

The same solemn and joyous refrain, 
as M(*yer well calls it, follows, as in vv. 
39, 40. 45 ] in the prophets may 

be a general form of citation (Mark i. 2. 
Acts vii. 42 ; xiii. 40), or may mean 
that the sense is found in several places 
of the prophets : see especially Jer. xxxi. 
33, 34. This clearly intimates the kind 
of drawing meant in the last verse : — 
the opening the eyes of the mind by 
divine teaching. hath heard and 

hath learned are expansions of the 
word taught in the citation from the 
prophets. cometh unto me] This 

is the final decision of the human will, 
acted on by the divine attraction to 
Christ. The beginning is, The Father 
draws him : the ^progress, he hears and 
learns — here is the consenting will — 

‘ Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth — 
the end, he cometh to Christ— here is the 
will acting on the whole man. 

46.] The connexion is : the mention of 
hearing from the Tather might lead them 
to think of a personal communication from 
the Father to each man, and thus the 
necessity of the mission of the Son might 
be invalidated. This was the only way in 
which a Jew could misunderstand vcr. 45 ; 
he could not dream of a seeing of the 
Father with bodily eyes. he which 

is of God, is Jesus Himself; see ch. vii. 29, 
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® 86;‘Vr®'4u®’ Father. ^7 Verily, verily, I say unto you, ®He that be- 
dver.83,86. Heveth on me hath everlasting life, ^.s a j e i]iat bread 
ever. 81. of life. ® Your fathers did eat ^ manna in the \^der- 

fver.61,88. ncss, uiid ts urc dead. ^This is the bread which cometh 
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not 
gch.iii.i 8 . (lie. I am the living bread, ^ which came down from 
heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for 
h Heb. 1. 5 , 10. ever : and ^ the bread that I will give is my flesh. 


® render^ the. 

& render, they died. 

His knowledge of the Father is complete 
and immediate ; ours, partial, and de- 
rived through Him only. 47.] Our 

Lord now recurs to the subject of their 
murmurs, and gives the answer for wliieh 
He has been preparing the way, rejieating 
nearly ver. 'lO and adding, 48.] If 

so, (see ver. 47,) there is full reason for 
my naming Myself the llreud of Life. 

49.] That bread from heaven had 
no power to kec^p off death, and that, death 
owing to unheMef : — our Lord by thus 
mentioning yowr fathers and their death, 
certainly hints at the similar unbelief of 
these Jews. And the same dubious sense 
of prevails in ver. 50. Death is 

regarded as being swallowed up in the 
glory of the resurr(>etion, and the second 
death — wdiich was hidden in the former 
term died — has over him who eats this 
Bread of Life, no poiver : nay, lie is 
brought, even here, into a resurrection 
state from sin and death; see Kom. vi. 1 
If. and Col. iii. 1 d’. 51.] the living 

bread; ‘containing life in itself,’ not merely 
supplying the waste of life with lifeless 
matter : see on eh. iv. 13, 14. yea, 

and the bread that I will give] From this 
time we hear no more of bread : this 
figure is dropped, and the reality takes 
its place. Some difficult questions 

arise regarding the sense and reference of 
this saying of our Lord. (1) Does it refer 
to His Death ? and, (2) is there any 
reference to the Ordinance op the 
Lord’s SurpEU ? (1) In treating 

this question 1 must at once reject all 
metaphorical and side-interpretations, as, 
that the teaching of Christ is the Bread, 
and to be taught bg Him is fetnling upon 
it (so Grotius, and the modern rationalists) : 
that the divine Nature of Christ, or His 
sending of the llolg Spirit, or His whole 
lifG of doing good on earth, can be meant : 
all such have against them the plain sense 
of the words, which, as Stier observes, are 
very simple ordinary words ; the only 


^ render, the maiina. 

^ render, yca and. 

culty arising, when we come to enquire 
into their application to His owm Person. 
The Bread of Life is Himself: and, strictly 
treated, when we come to enquire what, of 
that body, soul, and spirit, which consti- 
tuted Himself, this Bread specifically is, 
we have His answer that it is His Flesh, 
which He will give (for this will be the 
meaning, whether the words “ which I will 
give'* are to b(^.regarded as part of the text 
or not) on behalf of the life of the W’orld, 
We are then specifically directed to His 
Flesh as the answer. Then, whal does 
that Flesh import 1 The flesh of animals 
is the ordinary food of men : but not the 
blood. The blood, which is the life, is 
8])ilt at death, and is not in the flesh 
when eaten by us. Now this distinction 
muvst be carefully borne in mind. The 
flesh here, (see ver. 53,) and the eating of 
the flesh, are distinct from the blood, and 
the drinJeing of the blood. We have no 
generalities merely, to interpret as we 
please : but the terms used are precise and, 
technical. It is then only through or after 
the Death of the lAtrd, that by any pro- 
priety of language. His Flesh could be said 
to be eaten. Then another distinction 
must be remembered : The flesh of animals 
w’hich we eat is dead flesh. It is already 
the prey of corruption ; we eat it, and die 
(ver. 49). But this Bread, is living Bread ; 
not dead flesh, but living Flesh. And 
therefore manducation by the teeth mate- 
rially is not to be thought of here ; but 
some kind of eating by which the living 
Flesh of the Son of God is made the living 
sustenance of those who partake of it. 
Now His Flesh and Blood w’ere sundered 
by Death. Death w’as the shedding of His 
precious Blood, which (most probably) He 
did not afterwards resume : sec ch. xx.*^27, 
and Luke xxiv. 39. His Flesh is the glo- 
rified substance of His Resurrection -B<^y, 
now at the right hand of God. It is then 
in His Resurrection form only that His 
Flesh can be eaten, and be food for 
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[i which I will give] for the life of the world. The J ews 
therefore ^strove among themselves, saying, ^How can ich.vu.43:^^ 
this man give us his flesh to eat? k Then Jesus said 
unto \hem, Verily, verily, I say unto you, ExcejDt ^ye eat i Matt. xxvi. 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 

’ W m ver. 27, 40, 

no life in you. 1 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh h. 

^ omitted hi/ almost all our most ancient authorities. 

^ render y JcSUS therefore. ^ render, lie that. 


the living man. I cannot therefore see 
how any thing short of Sis Death can be 
here meant. By that Death, He has given 
His Flesh for the life of the tcorld : not 
merely tliat they who believe on Sim may, 
in the highest sense, have 'life; but that 
the world may have life. The very exist- 
ence of all the created too rid is owing to, 
and held together by, that Kesnrrcetion- 
Body of the Lord, In Him all things are 
gathered together and reconciled to God : 
“ by Sim all things consists i. e. hold 
together f Col. i. 17, (2) The question 

whether there, is here any inference to the 
Ordinance ^OF the Lord’s Suffer, has 
been inaccurately put. When cleared of 
inaccuracy in terms, it will mean, Is the 
subject here dicelt upon, the same as that 
which is set forth in the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper I And of this there can 
surely be no doubt. To the ordinance it- 
self there is here no reference ; nor could 
there well have been any. But the spiri- 
tual verity which underlies the ordinance 
is one and the same with that here insistc*d 
on ; and so considered, the discourse is, as 
generally treated, most important towards 
a right understanding of the ordinance. 

62.] The inference conveyed in the 
word eat, which word, be it noted, frst 
comes from the Jews themselves, is yet a 
right one. If He is the Bread, and that 
Bread is His Flesh, we must eat Sis 
Flesh, though not in the sense here meant 
by them. They contended against one 
another, probably some having more in- 
sight into the possibility of a spiritual 
meaning than others. 63,] Our 

Lord not only ratifies their own word, eat, 
but adds to it a more wonderful thing; 
that they must also do that against which 
a prohibition might seem to have existed 
from Noah downwards, — drink Sis Blood. 
But observe, this Blood is not to be eaten 
in ’the Flesh, which teas the forbidden 
thing (Gen. ix. 4 : Levit. xvii. 10 — 16), in 
its strict literal form : but to be drunk, 
separate from the flesh ; again presup- 
posing death. Now as the Flesh of Christ 
(see above) ^ the Resurrection-Body which 


He now has, and in which all things con- 
sist; so is His Blood (“the blood is the 
lifef Lev. xvii. 11, 14) the Life which Ho 
gave up, paid down, as the penalty for the 
sin of the world. By the shedding, pouring 
forth, of that Blood, is remission of sin. 

It is quite impossible that these 
words should, as De Wette maintains, be 
merely an expansion of eating Sis Jlesh.” 
Even had the idea of drinking blood been 
one familiar to the Jews, the construction 
would not have allowed such an interpreta- 
tion ; — hut new as it was, and abhorrent 
from their habits and law, we must regard 
it as s])ecially and pur])Osely added. 

But udiat is this eating and drinking ? 
Clearly, not merely faith : for faith an- 
swers to the hand reached forth for the 
food, but is not the act of eating. Faith 
is a necessary condition of the act : so that 
we can hardly say with Augustine, “ believe, 
and thou hast eaten," hut “ believe, and thou 
shall eat." Inasmuch as Faith will necessa- 
rily in its energiziiiglcad to this partaking, 
we sometimes incorrectly say that it is 
Faith: but for strict accuracy this is not 
enough. To eat the flesh of Christ, is to 
realize, in our inward life, the mystery of 
Sis Body notv in heaven,— to digest and 
assimilate our own portion in that Body. 

To drink His Blood, is to realize, 
in our inward life, the mystery of Sis 
satisfaction for sin , — to digest and as- 
similate our own portion in that satisfac- 
tion, the outpouring of that Blood. And 
both these definitions may he gathered 
into one, which is : The eating of His 
Flesh and drinking of His Blood import 
the making to ourselves and using as ob- 
jectively real, those two great Truths of 
our Redemption in Him, of which our 
Faith subjectively convinces us. 

And of this realizing of Faith he has been 
pleased to appoint certain symbols in the 
Holy Communion, which Ho has com- 
manded to be received ; to signify to us 
the spiritual process, and to assist ns to- 
wards it. ye have no life in you] 

‘ Ye have not in you that spring of life, 
which shall overcome death, and lead 
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my blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the 
last day. For my flesh is ^ meat indeed^ and my blood 
is ^ drinli indeed, He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
nijohnju. my blood, "dwelleth in me, and I in him. ^7 As the fiving 
’ Father hath sent me, and I live ® by the Father : so he 
o ver. 40,60, 61. that eateth me, P even he shall live ® by me. ° This is 
q that bread which came down from heaven : not as your 
fathers did eat \J 7nanna~\, and ^ are dead : he that eateth 
[t of~\ this bread shall Kve for ever. These things 
said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 
pver.M^i^ CO Many therefore of his disciples, when they \y- had'] 
lieard this, said, ^ This is an hard saying ; who can hear 
it P Cl y When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples 
q Mark xvL 10 . murmurcd at it, he] said unto them. Doth this olfond 
eJh" iv%. yo^ C2 q a What and if ye ^ shall see the Son of man 


^ read, true meat. 

® render, because of. 

^ render, thc. ^ omit. 

^ omit. ^ omit. 

y render, Blit Jesus knowing. 

^ render. What then if. 


^ read, true drink. 

P render, he also. 

* ® render, died. 

* render. This saying 18 hard. 
* omit. 

^ render, should behold. 


64.] to the resiirroctioii in tlio true sense •/ 
see above, ver. <14, iiiul notice ag’uin the 
solemn refrain. 65.] Tlic sense is not 

here, ^ My Flesh is the true meat &c.,’ but 
My Flesh is true meat, i. e. really I’O he 
EATEN, which tliey doubted. The adverb, 
“ meat indeed,^’ or “ drink indeed,*' as in 
A. V., falls short of the depth of thc ad- 
jective. This verse is decisive aji^ainst all 
explaining away or inetuphorizing the pas- 
sage. Fix)d and drink, are not here mere 
metaphors ; — rather are our common ma- 
terial food and drink mere shadows and 
imperfect types of this only real reception 
of refreshment and nourishment into tlie 
being. 66.] He who thus lives upon 

Me, abides in Me (see tdi. xv. 5 and note) ; 
— and I (that living power and nourish- 
ment conveyed by the bread of life, which 
is the Lord Himself) abide in him. 

67.] The same expanded further — see cli. 
V. 26. The two branches of the feeding on 
Christ are now united under the general 
expression, eateth me. because of 

expresses the efficient cause. The Father 
is the Fountain of all Infe : the Son lives 
in and by the Father : and all created 
being generally, lives [in the lower sense) 
in and by Him ; but he that eateth Him, 
shall {eternally and in the highest sense) 
live by Him. 68 .] forms the solemn 


conclusion of the discourse, referring back 
to the Bread with wliieh it began and to 
its diflerence from tlie perishable food 
which they had extolled : — and setting 
forth the infinite superiority of its efiects 
over those of that sustenance. which 

came down,— past, now: because He has 
clearly identified it with Himself 

60 — 66.] Murmuring of some of the 
disciples at the foregoing discourse, arid 
the answer of Jesus lo them. 60.] It 

has been shewn by liampe, that the word 
rendered hard signifies not so much ab- 
surdity, as impiety. It seems clear that it 
was not thc difficulty, so much as the 
strangeness of the saying, which scanda- 
lized them. It is the whole discourse, — 
the turn given to it, — the doctrine of the 
Bread of Life, — the giving His Flesh and 
Blood to eat, — at which they take offence. 

who can hear it ? i. e. who can 
listen to it^ — ‘ Who can stay and hear such 
sayings as this ? ^ not, Who can under- 
stand it 1 61.] in himself, by His 

divine knowledge. 62.] What then 

if ye see . . . not meaning ^ will ye not then 
he much more scandalized 1* or, ‘ lohat will 
ye say (or do), then ?* — but appealing to 
an event which they should witness, as a 
certain proof of one part of the “ hard 
saying,** with which indeed thp Vest of it 
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'^ascend up where he was before? *'It is the spirit that r2Cor.iii.6. 
® quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the words that 
I d speak unto you, [® tlmf] are spirit, and [® they'] are life. 

But ® there arc some of you that believe not. For ‘Jesus se 
knew from the beginning who they were that believed 
not, and who ^ should betray him. And he said, fir There- 
fore ^ said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, "vcr. 44 , 45 . 
except it ^ were given unto him of '^my Father. 

^^^y^From that time many of his disciples went back, vvor.Go. 
and walked no more with him. 1 Then said Jesus unto 


^ render, aSCCnding. ® render, givcth life, 

d read, have spokeil. ® omit. 

^ render, it was that sliould. 

S render, For this cause have I said. 

^ render, be. ^ read, the. 

k render, Fpon tliis. ^ render, Jcsus Said therefore. 


was hound up , — His having descended from 
heaven. All attempts to plain this 
otherwise than of His ascent into heaven, 
arc siin})ly dishonest , — and sj)ring from 
laxity of belief in the historical reality of 
that event. That it is not recorded by 
John, is of no monient here. And that 
none hut the Twelve saw it, is unim- 
portant ; for how do we know that our 
Lord was not here speaking to some among 
the Twelve ? To explain it of His death, 
as part of His going up where He was be- 
fore, is hardly less disingenuous. 63.] 

Spirit and flesh do not mean the spiritual 
and carnal sense of the foregoing discourse, 
as many Commentators explain them : for 
our Lord is speaking, not of teaching 
merely, but of vivifying : He is explaining 
the life-giving principle of which He had 
been before speaking. ^ Such eating of My 
flesh as you imagine and find hard to listen 
to, could profit you nothing, — for it will 
have ascended up, &c. ; and besides, gene- 
rally, it is only the Spirit that can vivify 
the spirit of man ; the flesh (in whatever 
way used) can profit nothing towards this.' 
He does not say ‘ My Plesh profiteth no- 
thing,' but * the flesh.' To make Him say 
this, as the Swiss anti-sacramentalists do, 
is to make Him contradict His own w’ords 
in ver. 51. the words that I have 
spoken] viz. the words my flesh and my 
bloody above. They are spirit and life : — 
spirit, not flesh only : — living food, not 
carnal and perishable. This meaning has 
been missed by almost all Commentators : 
Stier upholds it, and it seems to me beyond 
question the right one. The common in- 
terpretation *i% * the words which I have 


spohen* i. e. ‘ My discourses,* are ‘ to be 
taken in a spiritual sense* * and are life* 
But this is any thing but precise, even 
after the forcing of the meaning of the 
word “ spirit.** 64.] ‘ This accounts 

for your murmuring at what 1 said, that 
ye do not believe* For Jesus 

knew . . . I l)e Wette remarks, that the 
foreknowledge of our Tiord with regard to 
Judas renders it impossible to apply the 
ordinary rules of moral treatment, as ‘ Why 
did He then continue him as an Apostle ? 
Why did He give him the charge of the 
Xmrse, knowing him to he a thief? &c.,' — 
to the case : and it is therefore better not 
to judge at all on the matter. The 

fact is, we come here to a form of the 
problem of divine foreknowledge and human 
free-will, which, in any of its endless com- 
binations of expression, it is equally im- 
possible for us to solve. from the 

beginning, from their first coming to 
Him ; — the first beginning of their con- 
nexion with Him. 65.] These un- 

believers had not that drawing to Christ, 
which leads (ver. 44) to true coming to 
Him. Observe the parallelism between it 
were given him here, and all that which 
the Father giveth me, ver. 37. Both these 
gifts arc in the Father's power. 

66 — 71.] Many of the disciples leave 
Him. The confession of the Twelve 
through Peter : and the Lord* s warning 
to them. 66. Upon this] The tem- 

poral meaning prevails, but does not ex- 
clude the causal. It was upon this being 
said, and it was also because this had been 
said. many, viz. of those that believed 
not : but not all. 67.] The first men- 
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the twelve, W ill ye also go away ? Then Simon Peter 
answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
wAetaT.jo. ’'the words of eternal life. *And we ^believe and are 
that thou art ^that Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Jesus answered them, ^ Have not I chosen you twelve, 
Lh.xui.27. ^and one of you is a devil? 71 He spake of Judas 
P Iscariot the son of Simon : for he it was that ^ should 
betray him, being one of the twelve. 

VII. 1 r After these things Jesus walked in Galilee : for 

^ render, have believed and know. 

^ read, tvilh most of the ancient authorities, the Holy One of God. 

0 render. Did I 11 ot choOSe. 

P read, [the son] of Siinon Iscariot. 

^ render, was about tO. ^ render. And after. 


tion of the Twelve by John. Tlie question 
is asked in order to extract from them 
the confession which follows, and thus 
to bind tliein closer to Himself. We must 
not forp^et likewise, in the mystery of our 
Lord’s human nature, that at such a mo- 
ment of desertion, He would seek (romfort 
in the faith and attachnumt of His chosen 
ones. 68 .] Peter answers quickly and 
earnestly for tlu* ri'st, as in Matt. xvi. 16. 

to whom shall we go 1] What they 
had heard and seen had awakened in them 
the desire of being h*d on by some teacher 
towards eternal life ; and to whom else 
should they go from Him who had, and 
brought out of Hi.s stores for their instruc- 
tion, thetvords (see ver. 63) of eternal life ? 

69.] we have believed seems to be 
used absolutely, as in ver. 64 : we believe 
in Thee], and have long done so. 
n the following words the readings vary ; 
the common text having been to all ap- 
pearance introduced from Matt. xvi. 16. 
The circumstance of the Lord not being 
elsewhere cailled the Holy One of God by 
John, is of course in favour of the read- 
ing : on the princi])le that an unusual ex- 
pression was generally hy the transcribers 
altered to a more usual one, not vice versd. 
The idea however is found (ch. x. 36). I 
regard the coincidence with the testimony 
of the dajinoiiiacs, Mark i. 24 and parallel 
places, as a remarkable one. Ttieir words 
api^ear to have been the first plain declara- 
tion of the fact, and so to have laid hold on 
the attention of the Aj>ostles. 70.] 

The selection of the 'Fwelve hy Jesus is the 
consequence of the giving of them to Him 
by the Father, cli. xvii. 6, — in wbicb there 
aiso Judas is included. So that His select- 
ing, and the Father's giving and drawing, 
do not exclude final falling away. 


a devil] It is doubtful in what sense this 
word should be taken. However we ex- 
plain it, it will be an expression only once 
used in the N. T. In the dark act here 
prophesied, Judas was under the iinincdiato 
instigation of and yielded himself up to 
Satan (compare our Lord’s reply to Peter, 
Matt. xvi. 23) ; and 1 would understand 
thi.s exj)ression as having reference to that 
league with and entertainment of the Evil 
One in his thouglits and purposes, which 
his ultimate possession by Satan im})lie8. 
This meaning can perhaps hardly he ren- 
dered by any single word in another lan- 
guage. The A. V. ‘a dexdl,' is certainly 
too strong ; devilish would be better, but 
not unobjectionable. Compare The son 
of perdition,” cb. xvii. 12. 71.] On 

the name Iscariot (here applied to Simon, 
Judas’s father), see on Matt. x. 4. 

Chap. VII. — X.] Jesus the light of 

THE WOULD. The conflict at Us height. 

Vll. 1 — 52.] Jesus meets the un- 
belief OF THE Jews at Jeuusalem. The 
circumstances [verses 1 — 13]. 1 .] The 

chronology of this period is very doubtful. 
1 have remarked on it in my note on Luke 
ix. 51. Thus much we may observe here, 
that after these things cannot apply em- 
phatically to ch. vi., but must he referred 
back to ch. v., as indeed must the Jews 
seeking to kill Him, and the miracle alluded 
to in ver. 23. But it wdll not follow from 
this, that ch. vi. is not in its right place : 
it contains an independent memoir of a 
miracle and discourse of our liord in Gali- 
lee which actually happened in the iutfirval, 
and only serves to shew us the character of 
this Gospel as made up of such memoirs, 
more or less connected with one another, and 
selected hy the Evangelist for their higher 
spiritual import, and the disyohrses arising 
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he would not walk in * Jewry, ® because the Jews sought to ach.T.ms. 
kill him. ^^Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at tLev.niii. 

S4. 

hand. His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart 
hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may ^ see 
the works that thou doest. ^ For there ^s] no man 
that] doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh 
to be known openly. If thou ^ do these things, y shew 
thyself to the world. ^^For ^neither did his ^ Markin. ai. 

believe in him. ® ^iz Then Jesus said unto them, ® My time - 
is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. 7 ^The fch.* 5 v.i 9 . 
world cannot hate you ; but me it hateth, « because I « ch. m. lo. 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. ® Go ye up 
unto a this feast : I go not up \y yet] unto this feast ; for ^ yo’ ."e!*- 


® render y as usual, Judaoa. 

^ omit. 

y render, manifest \ sec ch. i. 31 ; ii. 4 ; 
word is the same. 

z render, even liis bro^vhren did not. 

render, Jcsus therefore. 

^ omitted hy some ancient authorities. 


^ render, bcliold thy WOrks. 

^ render, doest. 

iii. 21 ; ix. 3 ; xvii. 6 , ^'c., to here the 
^ read, the. 


from them. 1 would understand this vcr.se 
as merely carrying; on the time from ch. v. 
and ch. vi.,— and its contents as intro- 
ductory to the account of Jesus not going 
up at first to the feast. Ch. vi. is in some 
measure presupposed in our vcr. 3, as 
indicating that He had not constantly 
observed the festal journeys of late. 

2.] See Dent. xvi. i3 — 17. Josephus calls 
this the holiest and greatest feast. It be- 
gan on the 15th (evening of 1 1th) of Tisri 
(Sept. 28), and lasted till the evening of 
the 22nd (Oct. 6). 3~5.J Respecting 

the BRETUHEN 9F THE LoRD, See note on 
Matt. xiii. 55. They seem to have had 
at this time a kind of belief in the Messia- 
nic character of Jesus, but of the very 
lowest sort, not excluding the harsh and 
Bcofting spirit visible in these words. They 
recognized his miracles, but despised his 
apparent want of prudence and consistency 
of purpose, in not shewing himself to the 
world. In the words that Uiy disciples also 
may see, &c., there is perhajis a reference to 
the desertion of msiny of his disciples just be- 
fore. Nay, more than this : the indication 
furnished by this verse of the practice of 
our fjord with regard to His miracles up to 
this jK)int is very curious. He appears as 
yet to have made His circuits in Galilee, 
and to have wrought miracles there, in the 
presence of but a small circle of disciples 
properly so •c»Ued : and there would seem 


to have been a larger number of disciples, 
in the wider sense, in Judaea, or to be 
gathered in Judiea by the feast, who yet 
wanted assuring, by open display, of the 
reality of His wondeT’ful works. In 

ver. 6 (as well as by ** thy discigdes/^ ver. 
3), we have these brethren absolutely ex- 
cluded from the number of the Twelve (see 
ch. vi. 6P) ; and it is impossiljle to modify 
the meaning of the word “ believe,^* so as 
to suppose that they may have been of the 
Twelve, but nut believers in the highest 
sense. This verse also excludes all His 
brethren : it is inconceivable that John 
should have so written, if any among them 
believed at that time. The emphatic 

expression, for even his brethren, &c., is a 
strong corroboration of the view that they 
were really and literally brethren; — see 
also Ps. Ixix. 8. 6 — 9.J My time can 

hardly be taken as directly meaning ‘ the 
time of my sufferings and death,’ — but as 
the same expression in ch. ii. 4 : ‘ My time 
for the matter of which you speak, viz. 
manifestation to the world.’ That (ch. xii. 
32) was to take place in a very difierent 
manner, liut they, having no definite end 
before them, no glory of God to shew forth, 
but being of the world, always liad their 
opportunity ready of mingling with and 
standing well with the world. I’hen (ver. 
7), *you have no hatred of the world in 
your way ; but its hatred to Me on account 
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my time is not yet full come. ® When he had said these 
words unto them, he ® abode still in Galilee. But when 
his brethren ^ were gone up, then went he also up ujito the 
ich.ii.66. feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. ^ ® Then Hhe 
Jews sought him at the feast, and said. Where is ^he ? 
kch.ix.i6: 12 ^nd ‘‘there was much murmuring among the % people 
iMau.xxi.46. concemiiig him: ‘some said, He is a good man: 

others said. Nay; but he deceiveth the % people, i^ How- 
’""x'ii l?' xix. spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

8»- 14 - i ^ow about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into 

Kw.S. the temple, and taught. the Jews marvelled, 

saying, How knowcth this man letters, having never 
49: xiv.io, learned p lo Jesus ^answered them, and said, ® My doctrine 

c render, remained. ^ render, went up. 

® render. The Jcws therefore. ^ render, that man. 

ff render, multitude. ^ omit. 

1 render, But whcii it was now. ^ render. The Jcws therefore. 

1 read, therefore answer eel. 

of my testimony against it, causes me to titudes (the different groups of which the 
exercise tliis caution whicii you so blame.’ multitude was composed) would include 
In ver. 8, it is of little import whether the Galilman disci])les, and those who had 
we read not or not yet : the sense will he been ba])tized by the disciples in Judaia, — 
the same, both on account of the present, whose view tlie words “ lie is a good man** 
go not up (not ‘ will not go uj),’ which w’ould represent, — as expressed mildly in 
would cxj>ress the disavowal of an intention protest against His enemies. he 

to go up), and of “ not yet** which occurs deceiveth the multitude, jiossibly in refer- 
afterwards. I go not up would mean, I ence to the feeding of and then the dis- 
am not (at present) going up. Meyer at- course to the multitude, which had given 
tributes to our Lord change of purpose, and so much ofi'ence. 13. no man spake 

justifies his view by the example of His openly of him] This was true only of the 
treatment of the Syrophamician woman, side who said “ iZe w a good man:** they 
whom He at first rei)ulsed, but afterwards dared not speak their mind : the others 
had compassion on. Matt. xv. 26 ff. The spoke plainly enough. Here again “ the 
same Commentator directs attention to Jews** are distinguished from the multi- 
the emphatic term, ** this feast,** as im- tudes. 14 — Z^.^Jesusiestif estoHim- 
plying that our Lord had it in His mind self in the Temple. 15 — HU teach- 
to go up to some future feasts, but not to ing is from the Father, 14, 16.] when 
this one. is not yet full come : see it was now the midst of the feast] Pro- 
Luke ix. 51 and note. 10.] not hiihly on a sahhath. It appears to have been 

openly, i. e. not in the usual caravan-coin- the first time that He taught publicly at Je- 
pany, nor probably by the usual way. rusalem ; — whence (therefore) the wonder 
Whether the Twelve were with Him, we of the Jews, i. e. the rulers of the hierar- 
have no means of judging: probably so, for chy. letters] Particularly, scripture - 
they appeal- ch. ix. 2 ; and after their be- learning, — perhaps because this was all 
coming once attached to the Person of our the literature of the Jews. Probably His 
Lord as Apostles, we find no trace of His teaching consisted in exposition of the 
having been for any long time separated Scripture. having never learned : 

from them, except during their mission never having been the scholar of any Rabbi. 
Matt. X., which was long ago accomplished. He was taught of Ood. These words are 
11.] These Jews are, as usual, the spoken in the true bigotry and prejudice of 
rulers, as distinguished from the multi- so-called ‘learning.’ These words of 

tudes. Their question itself (that man) His enemies, testifying to matter of fact 
shews a hostile spirit. 12.] the mul- well known to them, are, as'Meyer ob- 
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is not mine, but his that sent me. pjf any man ”itn7/poh.vm.43. 
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it ^ he 
of God, or whether I speak ^ of myself. He that vuiTw! ' 
speaketli o of himself seeketh his own glory : but he that 
seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no 
unrighteousness is in him. * Did not Moses give you 
the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law ? ® Why ^ go 
ye about to kill me? 20 The "^people answered and said, ” Kk 
^Thou hast a devil: who ^ goeth about to kill thee? 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I ^ hace done one ^ 

^ render, be willing to. ^ render, is. 

0 render, from. render, seok ye. 

^ render, multitude. ® render, seeketh. 

^ render, did. 


serves, decisive against all attempts of un- 
believers to attribute our Lord’s knowledge 
to education in any human school of learn- 
ing. Such indications are not without 
their value in these times. ^ 16.] The 

words may bear two meanings : — either, 

‘ the sense of Scripture which I teach is not 
my oum, hut that in which it was originally 
penned as a rerelation from God;* or. 
My teaching (generally) is not mine, but 
that of H i m who sent me. The latter is 
preferable, as agreeing better with what 
h)llows, and because the former assumes 
that He was expounding Scripture, which, 
though probable, is not asserted. 17.] 

The rendering of this verse in the A. V. is 
much to be deplored. The word signifying 
be willing to should not have been slurred 
over, for it is important. If any man’s 
will be, to do His will, &c. As it now 
stands in tlie A. V., a wrong idea is con- 
veyed : that the bare performaru'e of 
God’s outward commands will give a man 
sufficient acquaintance with C’hristian doc- 
trine ; — whereas what our Lord asserts to 
the Jews is, that if the will be set in 
His ways, if a man be really anxious to 
do the will of God, and thus to fulfil this 
first great commandment of the law, the 
singleness of purpose, and subjection to 
the will of God, will lead him on to faith 
in the promised and then apparent Messiah, 
and to a just discrimination of the divine 
character of his teaching. 18.] This 

gives us the reason why he, who wishes to 
do God’s will, will know of the teaching of 
Christ : viz. because both are seeking one 
aim — the glory of God : — and the humility 
of him, whose will it is to do God’s will, 
can best appreciate that more perfect hu- 
mility of the rfii vine Sou, who speaks not of 


himself, but of Him that sent him, — see 
ch. v. 41 — 44, of which this verse is a rc- 
I)ctition with a somewhat dilTerent bearing. 
In its general sense, it asserts that self- 
exaltation and self-seeking necessarily ac- 
company the unaided teaching of man, 
but that all true teaching is from God. 
Hut then we must remem))er that, simply 
taken, the latter part of the sentence is 
only true of the Holy One Himself; that 
owing to human infirmity, purity of 
motive is no sure guarantee for correct- 
ness of doctrine; — and therefore in this 
second part He docs not say “ the glory of 
God,” which would generalize it to all 
men, but his glory that sent him, which 
confines it to Himself. 19.] There is 

a close connexion with the foregoing. Our 
Ijord now takes the ojfensive against them. 
The being willing to do Mis icill was to be 
the great key to a true a})preciation of His 
teaching : but of this there was no example 
among fAem;— and therefore it was that 
they were no fair judges of the teaching, 
but bitter oi)ponents and persecutors of 
Jesus, of whom, hud they been anxious to 
fulfil the law, they would have l>een earnest 
and humble disciples (ch. v. 46). The law 
was to be read before all Israel every seventh 
year in the feast of tabernacles (Deut. xxxi. 
10 — 13) : — whether this was such a year is 
uncertain : but this verse may allude to 
the practice, even if it was not. Why 
seek ye to kill me 1] In their killing the 
Lord of Life was summed up all their 
transgression of God’s law. It was the 
greatest proof of their total ignorance of 
and disobedience to it. 20.] The 

multitude, not the rulers, replied this. 
Indeed their question, Who seeketh to 
kill thee V* shews their ignorance of the 
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u Lev. xiL 8. work, and ye all marvel. “ Moses therefore ^ gave unto 
X Gen. xvil. 10 . you circumcisiou, not because it is of Moses, * but of the 
fathers ; and ye on tlie sabbath day circumcise a man. 
2^ If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that 
the law of Moses should not be broken ; are ye angry at 
ych.v.8,0,10. rne, because ^ I have made a man every whit whole on the 
z ^6, sabbath day ? 24 z J udge not according to the appearance, 

righteous judgment. 25 Then said some of 
jameBii.i. Jcrusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? 

V But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto 
Hver. 48 . bim. Do tJw nilcrs hnoiv indeed that ^this is the very 
b Matt. x!H. 65. Ckvlst ? ^7 ^ Howbcit wc know this man whence he is : 

iVlarkvi. 8 . 

Luke iv. 22 . wlieu ^ Ckvist coiueth, no man knoweth whence he is. 

28 z Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying. Ye 
‘‘ both know me, and ye know whence I am : and ® I am not 


^ render, hath given. render. And. 

^ render, Have the rulers come to know. 

* read and render, that this man is the Chri^. 
y render, the Christ. 

* render, Therefore cried J esus, teaching in the temple, and saying. 


purpose of tlicir rulers, which our Lord 
liad just exposed and charged them with. 
Tt would not now ho their policy to repre- 
sent Him as ])osHessed. 21.J The one 
work WHS the sabbutli-healing- in ch. v. 

22,] 'j'he argument seems to be, 
Moses on thin account gave you circum- 
cision, not because it is of Moses, but of 
the fathers ; i. e. it is no part of the law of 
Mosea, properly so called, — hut was adopted 
by Moses, and thereby becomes part of 
his law. Now you circumcise on the 
Sabbath, to avoid breaking the law of 
Moses, &c. If our Lord had said these 
last words (in ver. 23) merely^ the argu- 
ment would not have been strict : they 
might have answered, that circumcision 
was not only a command of the law, but 
anterior to it ; whereas ver. 22 takes this 
answer from them ; reminding them that 
though they regarded its sanction as de- 
rived from Moses, it was in fact older, — 
and tacitly approving their doing it on the 
Sabbath. Then the argument is, If this 
may he done on the Sahhath : — if an ordi- 
nance strictly Mosaic (w’hich the Sabbath 
ill its Jowdsh motle of observance was) may 
be set aside by another, Mosaic also, but 
more ancient, and borrowed from a more 
general and direct command of God (for, 
as Grotius observes, circumcision was older 
than the enactment of strict rest on the 


Sabbath by the law’), hoio much more may 
it by a deed of mercy, a benevolent exercise 
of divine pow’er, the approval of which is 
anterior to and deeper than all ceremonial 
enactment ? 23.] that the law of 

Moses should not be broken, viz. that w’hlch 
(after the fathers) ordains circumcision on 
the eighth day. a man every whit 

whole] The distinction is between circum- 
cision, which purlticd only part of a man, 
by which he received ceremonial cleanness, 
— and that perfect and entire healing whicli 
tlie Lord bestowed on the cripple. 

25—31.] He Himself is from the 
Father. 25, 26.] The inhabitants of 
Jcrusalem know better than the miiltitude 
the mind of their rulers towards Jesus; 
and suspect some change in their purjxise, 
on account of His being thus permitted to 
teach freely. • 27.] Perhaps they refer 
to the idea (see quotation from Justin 
Martyr in note on ch. i. 31) that the Mes- 
siah w’ould not be known until anointed by 
Elias, when He would suddenly come forth 
from obscurity. They may allude to 
Isa. liii. 8. The 'place of the Messiah’s 
birth w’as known, ver. 42. At all events 
w’e see here, that the Jewrs regarded their 
Messiah not as a mere man, but one to be 
supematurally sent into the world. 

28, 29.] cried, — in the same open undis- 
guised manner referred to^iur the words 
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come of myself, but he that sent me ^is true, ® whom ye 
know not. know him: ^for I am from e 4“ T'lsV' 

him, and he hath'] sent me. Then they to fMau^xl27. 

take him: but ^ no man laid hands on him, because his 
hour was not yet come. ^ And ^many of the vekiy.'^ch. 

believed on him, and said. When ^ Christ comcth, will he^'^"-^,- ch. 
do more miracles than these which this man hath done ? ' 

The Pharisees heard ff that the people murmured such 
things concerning him ; and the Pharisees and the chief 
priests sent oflScers to take him. Then said Jesus 
\}^unto them], ^Yct a little while am I with you, and ^ch.xni.ss: 
[} then] I go unto him that sent me. 34-^ Ye shall s^ek i wos.^v- 
me, and shall not find me: and where I am, \} thither] ye 

®’ omitted hy many ancient authorities. ^ render, because. 

® render, Therefore sought they. ^ render, But. 

® render, multitude. ^ render, the Christ shall come. 

? render, the multitude murmuring these things. 

^ omit, o- ^ omii^ 


spealceth holdly^' above; but it was, in 
the course of His teaching. Ye both 

know me . . . .] It has been questioned 
whether these words are to be taken 
ironically, interrogatively, or affirmatively. 
1 incline to the latter view, for this rea- 
son ; — obviously no very high degree of 
knowledge whence He was is implied, for 
they knew not Him that sent Him (see 
also ch. viii. 14, 19), and therefore could 
not know whence He was, in this sense. 
The answer is made m their onm sense : — 
tliey knew that He was from Nazareth 
in Galilee, see ver. 41, — and probably 
that He was called the son of Joseph. 
In this sense they knew whence He was; 
but further than this they knew not. 
and I am not come ; and moreover — i. c. 
besides this. The sense of true must 
be gathered from the context. I have not 
come of Myself, but He who sent Me is 
true— ye know Him not, but I know Him. 
—for I came from Him, and He sent Me. 
The matter here impressed on them is the 
genuineness y the reality of the fact : — that 
Jesus was sent, and there was one who 
sent Himy though they knew Him not, and 
consequently knew not whence He was. 
The nearest English word would be real : 
but this would not convey the meaning 
perspicuously to the ordinary mind ; — per- 
haps the A. V. true is better, provided it be 
explained to mean really existent, not 
truthful.* 30.] they, namely, the 

rulers y — instigated by what had been above 
remarked b;^ the people, vv. 25, 26. There 


was some secondary hindrance to their 
laying hands on Him, — possibly the fear of 
the people : but the Evangelist passes at 
once to the real cause; — that God’s ap- 
pointed time was not yet come. 31.] 

The But here contrasts with what went 
before— nay, many &c. 

32—36.] He will betfun to the 
Eathek. 32.] The wavering of the 

multitude appears to the Pharisees a dan- 
gerous sign : and the Sanhedrim (consist- 
ing of the Cliief Priests and the Pharisees) 
send officers specially to lay hold on Him. 

33, 34.] The omission or insertion 
of“Mw/o them** makes very little ditler- 
ence. The words were s})oken, not to the 
officers only, but to all the pt^ople. 

Yet a little while . . . .] This appears to 
be said in reference to ver. 30, to shew 
them the uselessness of their attempting 
to lay hands on Him till II is hour was 
come, which it soon would do. unto 

him that sent me] It has been asked, ‘ If 
Jesus thus specified where He was going, 
how could the Jews ask the question in 
ver. 35 ?’ but He Wette answers well, that 
the Jews knew not “ Him that sent Him** 
and therefore the saying was a dark one to 
them. Ye shall seek me, and shall 

not find me] These words must not bo 
pressed too much, as has been done by 
many interpreters, who would make them 
mean ‘ Ye shall seek My help and not 
find it* (viz. in your need, at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem) ; for this would not be 
true even of the Jews, any one of whom 
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cannot come. i Then said the Jews among tliemselves, 
Wliither will ^ he go, that we shall not find him ? will he 
1^2. go unto thc dispcrscd among the '^Gentiles, and teach 
ipet.i, 1. 1 QpYdiles ? What “ mayiner of saying is this that he 

said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me : and where 
iiLev.xxiii. I am, [fthithef\ ye cannot come? n 

0 that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 

j render, The JcWS therefore said. ^ render, this man. 

^ render, Grecks. ^ render, is this Saying. 

^ omit, 0 render, which was the great day. 


might have at any time turned and looked 
on Him whom he liad pierced, by faith, — 
and have been saved ; — nor again must it 
he taken as im'aning, * li? .^kall seek to 
lay hands on Me, and shall not he ahle* 
— wlihrh is vapid and uiirncaning. Nei- 
ther of these interpretations, nor any like 
tliem, will agree with the parallel ])lace, 
eh. xiii. ^3, where the same words are used 
to the disciples. The meaning is simply 
(as in roll’.), ‘ My bodily presence will be 
withdrawn from you ; 1 shall be personally 
in a place inaccessible to you see eh. xiii. 
36. where I am] We need not sup- 

])ly the present tense is used in 

the solemn sense of eh. i. 18, and eh. iii. 
13, to signify essential truth. Com- 

})are “//c cannot*' addressed to the Jews, 
with “ thou cansl not fotlow me now, hut 
thou shalt foltow me afterwards,** ad- 
dressed to Peter, eh. xiii. 36, and it will 
he evident that the Pord had their spiri- 
tual stale in view : ‘Ye cannot, as ye are 
now, enter there.' On the whole, see 

Luke xvii. 22. 36, 36,] The .Jews 

understood not his death to he meant, but 
some journey which he would take in the 
event of their rejecting him. Their 

intent in this hyi>othesis, that He was 
going to the dispersed among the Greeks, 
is, to convey contempt and mockery. They 
do not however the hypothesis ; but 

ask again, What is this saying ? 

37—52.] Ji:srs the giver of the 
8riIllT (37 - 33). (kiNSEQUENCES OF THE 
DI8COTTRSK (10—52). 37, 38.] It is 

not certain what is meant by this last day, 
which' was the great day of the feast. 
The command, Levit. xxiii. 31, 35, was 
to keep the feast seven days; the^r^^ to 
be a solemn assembly and a feast -sabbath, 
— then on the eighth day another solemn 
assembly and a feast -sabbath — so also ib. 
ver. 33. (Hut in Dent, xvi, PI nothing is 
said of the eighth day.) In Neh. viii. 18 
the feast is kept seven days, and on the 
eighth is a solemn assembly, * according 


unto the manner.* In Numb. xxix. 12 — 
38, where minute directions arc given for 
every day of the feast, the eightli day is 
reckoned in, as usual. Josephus, Aiitt. iii. 
10. 4, gives a similar account. In 2 Macc. 
X. 6, w^e read eight days . ... as in the 
feast of the tabernacles.** Hut the eighth 
day was not properly one of the feast-days ; 
the peoj)le ceased to dwell in the taberna- 
cles on the seventh day. Philo says of it, 
that it was \he solemn conclusion, not of 
that feast alone, but of all the feasts in the 
year, being the last day in the year. And 
though this may be })ure conjecture, it is 
valuable, as shewing the. fact the rea.son of 
which is conjectured; viz. that \}l\q eighth 
day was held in more than ordinary esti- 
mation. The eighth day then seems here 
to be meant, and the last of the feast to 
be popularly used, as in some of the cita- 
tions above. But a difliculty attends this 
view\ Our Lord certainly seems to allude 
here to the custom which prevailed during 
the seven days of the feast, of a j)nest 
bringing water in a golden vessel from the 
pool of Siloam with a jubilant j)rocession 
to the temple, standing on the altar and 
])ouring it out there, together with wine, 
while meantime the Hallel (Ps. cxiii. — 
cxviii.) was sung. This practice w'as by 
some supposed— as the dwelling in taber- 
nacles V(‘presented their life in the desert 
of old— to refer to tlie striking of the rock 
by Moses : — by others, to the rain, for 
which they then prayed, for the seed of the 
ensuing year : — by the elder Rabbis, to 
Isa. xii. 3, and the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit in the days of the Me.ssiah. But it 
was almost universally agreed, that on the 
eighth day this ceremony did. not take 
place. Now', out of this difficulty I w’ould 
extract what I believe to be the right in- 
terpretation. It was the eighth day, and 
the pouring of water did not take place. 
But is therefore all allusion to the cere- 
mony excluded ? 1 think not : nay, I be- 

lieve it is the more natural. ’ For seven 
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any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. oi9n.w.u 
38 p He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out p ^rov^ivin!' 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 q xlivf»:^ch*’ 

spake •he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him ^ joei h!' 2 ‘ 8 *' 

P should receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet given'] : aciJIu;, 
because ^ that Jesus was not yet ’^glorified. ^ ^ Many of the 
t people therefore, when they heard ^ this saying y said. Of a Vr/s.^'^chS. 
truth this is Hhe Prophet. Others said, ^ This is the 

P render^ wei^e about to. ^ omit : not in the original. 

render, neither was Jesus. ® read, Some, 

t render, multitude. ^ read, these sajungs. 


days the ceremony had been performed, 
and the Hallel sung. On the eighth day 
the Hallel was sung, hut the outpouring 
of the water did not take place : something 
was missed, which took ]duce on the other 
days. * Then Jesus stood and cried, &c.* 
Was not this the most natural time ? Was 
it not probable that He would have said it 
at such a time, rather even than while the 
ceremony itself was going fJ^n ? On 

the sense of our Lord’s words, see notes on 
ch. iv. 13, 14. as the scripture hath 
said] These words must apply to the 
words out of his hellg shall flow 
since the wwds “ he that believeth on me” 
could not form part of the citation. Hut 
we look in vain for such a text in the O. T., 
and an apocryphal or lost canonical book 
is out of the question. 1 believe the 

citation to be intimately connected with 
the ceremony referred to, and that we must 
look for its place by consulting the pas- 
sages where the flowing out of loater from 
the temple (see above) is s])oken of. The 
most remarkable of these is found in Kzek. 
xlvii. 1 — 12. There a river of water of 
life (see ver. 9 especially) flows from under 
the threshold of the temple. Again in 
Zech, xiv.'S, living waters shall go otii 
from Jerusalem. 1 believe these expres- 
sions to be all to which the citation ap- 
plies, and the words out of his hellg*" 
to be the interpretation of the correspond- 
ing words ill the prophecies. For the 
temple w’as symbolic (see ch. ii. 21) of 
the Body of the Lord ; and the Spirit 
which dwells in and Hows forth from 
His glorified Body, dwells in and flows 
forth from His people also, who are made 
like unto Him, Gal. iv. 6 ; Rom. viii. 9 — 
11; -1 Cor. iii. 16. 39.] The diffi- 

culties raised concerning this interpreta- 
tion of the saying of our Lord have arisen 
from a misapprehension. St. John does 
not say that the words were a prophecy of 
VoL. Ip 


what happened on the day of Pentecost; 
but of the Spirit, which the believers were 
about to receive. Their first reception of 
Him must not be illogical ly put in the 
place of all Mis indwelling and working, 
which are here intended. And the sym- 
bolism of the N. T. is fully satisfied by the 
interpretation. Granted that the water is 
the water of life — what is that life but 
the life of the Spirit ? “ The mind of the 
Spirit, is life,** Rom. viii. 6; and again, 
“ the Spirit is life,** ib. ver. 10. 
was not yet] The additions *fliven,** 
“ upon them,** as some authorities read, — 
and the like, are all put in by way of ex- 
planation, to avoid a misunderstanding 
which no intelligent reader could fall 
into. Chrysostom writes, “ The Evangelist 
.says, ‘for the Holy Ghost was not yet,’ 
i. e. was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet gloi'ified : meaning by the Glory, 
the Cross.” It is obvious that tlie word 
was cannot refer to the, essential existence 
of the Holy S})irit, as this would be not only 
in flat contradiction to ch. i. 32, 33 ; iii. 5, 
8, 31, but to the whole Old Test., in which 
the agency of the Sjhrit in the outward 
world is recognized even more vividly 
than in the N. T. The word implied is 
not exactly *fliven,** but rather work- 
ing f or some similar word ; was not, — 
had not come in ; ‘ the dispensation of the 
Spirit was not get* glorified, through 
death. The glorified Body of the Lord is 
the temple from under whose threshold 
the Holy Spirit flows forth to us ; see ch. 
i. 16 ; liom. viii. 11 ; Col. ii. 9. 

40.] the Prophet is here clearly distin- 
guished from the Christ: see note on ch. i. 
21, and Heut. xviii. 15. 41 — 43.] The 

mention of the question about Bethlehem 
seems to me rather to corroborate our 
belief that the Evangelist was well aware 
how the fact stood, than, as some have 
said, to imply th^t he was ignorant of it. 
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^ Christ. But some said, * Shall Christ come ^out of Galilee ? 

xPB.cxnii. 42 X Uath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the 
Mic! v.' 2 . seed of David, and y out of the town of Bethlehem, ^ where 

Lifke n. r.* David was ? So * there was a division amon 2 : the 

y 1 Stttii. xvi* 

evV;i 2 . ch. ^pf^ople because of him. ^4 And ^sorne of them ^ would 
Jiavc taken him ; but no man laid hands on him. ^ Then 
came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and 
they said unto them. Why have ye not brought him ? 
bMatt.vu.29. 46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man, 
^7 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also de- 
c ch. xii. 42 ceived ? ® Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 

Actg VI. 7. ^ ^ 

26^5: 8.^®' believed on him? But this ^people who knoweth not 
dch.iii. 2 . the law are cursed. Nicodemus saith unto them, (^he 
that came to ^ Jesus \}hy night], being one of them,) 
®Doth our law judge any man, % before it hear him, and 
xix. 16 . tnow what he doeth ? They answered and said unto 

* render, Doth the Christ then. 

y render, from Bethlehem, the town where. 

* render, multitude. 

^ render, wcre minded to take. 

^ render, The officers therefore came. 

® Some ancient authorities read, Nevcr man Spake thus I others rary in 
other ways. 

^ render, multitude it is here a word of coniemjpt, — rabble. 

® read, him before. 

f The reading here varies very much: some ancient copies omitting by night,” 
others inserting it in different positions. 

% render, except it first hear from him. 


That no more remarks are appended, is 
natural. St. John had one j^reat design in 
writing his gospel, and does not allow it to 
be inteidered with by explanations of mat- 
ters otherwise known. Besides, we may 
note that the so-called pr oh ahiliiy, that 
John knew nothing of the birth at Beth- 
lehem,** reaches much further than may 
appear at first. If St. John knew nothing 
of it, and yet the Mother of the Lord lived 
with him, the inference must be that she 
knew nothing of it, — in other words, that 
it never happened. The word ren- 
dered division implies a violent dissension, 
— some taking up His cause, some wishing 
to lay hands on Him. 44.] These 

were from among the multitude. Those 
who wished to lay hands on Him were, 
as Euthymius remarks, invisibly re- 
strained. 


45 — 52.] Return of the officers to the 
Sanhedrim; consultation on their report. 
Either these officers had been watch- 
ing Jesus for some days, or the present 
section goes back a little from what has 
preceded. The latter is more probable. 

49.] There is no intention to pro- 
nounce a formal ban upon the followers of 
Jesus ; — the words are merely a passionate 
expression of contempt. 50.] The 

Jews had, since the sabbath -healing, con- 
demned Jesus, and were seeking to kill 
him. But in Exod. xxiii. 1, 2 ; Deut. i. 
16, 17, justice is commanded to be done in 
the way here insisted on by Nicodemus. 
Observe the consistency, and development, 
of the character of I^icodemus; and see 
more on ch. xix. 39. 61.] See Deut. 

i. 16. 62.] Thejr taunt him with 

being ffisposed to join those (mostly 
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him, Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and ^hok: /or 

Matt. iv. 18. 

out 01 Gralilee ^ anseth no prophet. 


^ rStder, see that. 

Galilasans) who had attached themselves 
to Jesus.^ Whether we read ariseth or 
hath arisen, the assertion is much the 
same ; for the expression no prophet ” 
cannot include the Prophet, or the Mes- 
siah. It was not historically time; — for 


i Some MSS. have^ hath arisen. 

two prophets at least had arisen from 
Galilee : Jonah of Gathhepher, and the 
greatest of the prophets, Elijah of Thisbe ; 
and perhaps also Nahum and Hosea. Their 
contempt for Galilee made them lose sight 
of historical accuracy. 


HISTORY OF THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY. 

And every man went unto his own house. VIII. ^ b. Jesus went 
unto the mount of Olives. ^ early in the morning he b came 
again into the temple, and all the people came unto him[c; and he sat 

a render y But Jesus. b render, cometh. C the most ancient MS. omits this. 


[This passage is to be treated very difler- 
cntly from the rest of the sacred text. 
In the Alexandrine, Vatican, JParis, and 
Sinaitic MSS., the ancient Syriac Versions, 
and all the early fathers, it is omitted : the 
Cambridge MS. alone of our most ancient 
authorities contains it. Augustine states, 
that certain expunged it from their MSS., 
because they thought it might encourage 
sin. But this will hot account for the 
very general omission of it, nor for the 
fact that ch. vii. 53 is included in the 
omitted portion. Eusebius assigns it ap- 
parently to the apocryphal “ Gospel accord- 
ing to the Hebrews.^^ Other things to be 
noted respecting it are, (1) that in the 
MSS. which contain it, the number of 
variations is very much greater than in 
any ecjual portion of Scripture : so much is 
this the case, that there are in fact three 
separate texts, it being hardly possible to 
unite them into one. (2) That in the 
original, the style, and manner of nar- 
rating, are entirely different from those of 
our Evangelist. It is not merely that 
many words and idioms occur which John 
never uses, but that the whole cast and 
character of the passage is alien from his 
manner, in whichever of the existing texts 
we read it. (3) The great majority of 
those MSS. which contain the passage, 
place it here. Some however insert it after 
the end of Luke xxi., which certainly 
seems a more fitting place, seeing that the 
incidents evidently belong to the later 
part of our Lord^s ministry. (4) I have 
adopted the plan also followed in the last 
edition of my Greek Testament, and have 
printed it beneath the text of St. John, 
which I hav^ allowed to go on inde- 

N 


pendently of the inserted passage. See 
the whole matter discussed and the autho- 
rities given, in my Greek Testament. 

63.] The circumstance that this verse is 
included in the dubious passage is remark- 
able, and seems to shew, as remarked 
above, that the doubt has not arisen from 
any ethical difficulty y as Augustine hints,— 
for then the passage would have begun 
with ch. viii. 1. Nor can this verse 
have been expunged to keep up the con- 
nexion with ch. viii. 12 — for that is just as 
good tcith eY,— if understood, as usually, of 
the members of the Sanhedrim. We must 
now regard it as fragmentary, forming the 
beginning of the account of the woman 
taken in adultery. It is therefore not 
clear to what the words apply. Taken in 
conjunction with what follows (see on ch. 
viii. 5), I should say that they indicate 
some time during the last days of the 
Lord’s ministry, when He spent the nights 
on the Mount of Olives, as the date of the 
occurrence. Certainly the end of Luke 
xxi. seems to be its fitter place. 

Chap. VIII. 1.] St. John never elsewhere 
mentions the Mount of Olives (not even in 
ch.xviii. 1) : and when he introduces a new 
place, it is his habit to give explanations 
(see ch. i. 45 ; v. 2, and the expreasions used 
in ch. iv. 5 ; xix. 13, 17). Stier, who says, 
“ The simple answer to Alford’s remark is, 
that John here, and here only, mentions 
the Mt. of O,,** omits all allusion to this 
habit of the Evangelist, which alone gives 
weight to my remark. Most of the 
many differences from the style and ex- 
pression of St. John must gathered 
from the notes in the Greek Test., as they 
cannot be made clear to the mere English 
N 2 
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VIII. * Then spake Jesus again unto them saying, ®I 
xii. 86 , 86 , 46 . light of the world : he that folio weth me shall not 

^ render y Jesus therefore spake. 

12—69.] Thb conflict between as the Light, 12.] The attempts 

Jesus and the Jews, at its height, of Bengel, Stier, and others, to establish a 
12 — 20.] Testimony to Himself connexion with the passage concerning the 

HISTORY OF THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY. 

down and taught them']. ^ And the Scribes and Pharisees d brought 
\f<Siunio him] a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her 
• Lev. XX. 10. in the midst, ^ ethey say unto hiiUy Master, this woman I was taken in 
Deut. xxii. adultery, in the very act. * ^ Now Moses in the law commanded us, that 

d ready bring. dd the most ancient MS. omits this, 

e the most ancient MS. readsy The priests say unto him, tempting him, that they 


might have matter of accusation against him. 
f render y hath been taken. 

reader. 3.] St. John never mentions 

the Scribes elsewhere, but usually calls 
the opponents of Jesus “ the Jews*' or ‘‘ the 
rulers.** “ The Scribes and Pharwees ** is 
a very common expression in the three 
Gospels. The account gives no light as 
to the capacity in wthich these Scribes and 
Pharisees acted when they brought the 
woman. Probably, only as tempting Jesus, 
and not in the course of any legal jiroceed- 
ings against her. Such would have re- 
quired (Lev. XX, 10 ; Deut. xxii. 22) that 
the man also should have been put to 
death. 4,] The words “ say unto hiiUy 
tempting him ’* savour much more of the 
three Gospels than of John : see Mt. xvi. 

1 ; xix. 3 ; xxii. 18, 35 : Mk, viii. 11 ; 

X. 2 ; xii. 15, &c. Obviously our eh. vi. 6 
is no example to the contrary. The diffi- 
culty is even greater than the last, to say, 
in what sense this teas a temptationy to 
lead to His accusation. The principal 
solutions of it have been, (1) that the 
command of the law had fallen into disu.se 
from the frequency of the crime, and to 
re-assert it would be contrary to the 
known mildness of Jesus. But what 
reason had any of His sayings, — who came 
to fulfil the Law, not to destroy it, — given 
them to expect such mildness in this case ? 
And suppose He had re- asserted the law, — 
how could they have accused Him? (2) 
That some political snare was hereby laid 
for Him, whereby the Roman power might 
have been brought to bear against Him. 
But this does not in any way appear ; for 
(a) the Romans certainly allowed to the 
Jews (by connivance) the power of putting 
to death according to their law, — as they 
did in the case of Stephen : (6) our Lord’s 


answer need not have been so worded as 
to trench upon this matter : and (c) the 
accusers would have been more deeply 
involved than Himself, if such had been 
the (;ase, being by the law the prominent 
])er8ons in the execution. So that I 

leave the difficulty unsolved. Liicke 
observes: * Since Jesus seems to avoid 
every kind of decision on the question put 
to Him, it follows that He found in it no 
reference to the great subjects of His 
teaching, but treated it as a purely civil or 
political matter, with which in His ministry 
He had no concern. Some kind of civil or 
political collision the question certainly 
was calculated to provoke : but from the 
brevity of the narration, and our want of 
more accurate knowledge of criminal pro- 
ceedings at the time, it is impossible to 
lay down definitely, wherein the collision 
would have consisted.’ 6.] I will 

just remark that the very fact of their 
questioning thus, ‘Moses commanded, . . . 
but what sayest Thou ?* belongs to the last 
days of the Lord’s ministry, and cannot 
well be introduced chronologically where 
it here stands : nor does St.John any where 
introduce these questions between the 
law of Moses and Jesus; but the other 
Gospels often do. The command here 
mentioned is not to be found, unless 
‘ putting to death ’ generally, is to be inter- 
preted as stoning ; — compare Exod. xxxi. 
14; XXXV. 2, with Num. xv. 36, 36, in which 
the special order given by God would sanc- 
tion such a view. But the Rabbis taught 
that every punishment of death in Serip- 
ture put absolutely, without specification, 
was to be understood as meaning stran- 
gulation. The passage xvi. 38, 40 
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12, 13. 

walk in 1 darkness, but shall have the light of life. The 
Pharisees therefore said unto him, ''Thou bearest si. 

1 r^der, the darkness. “ render, witness. 

woman taken in adultery are forced and wdiich these words *^the light of the 
harsh. It was, say they, the early morn- world ’’ allude, — and the walking in dark- 
ing (ver. 2) and the sun was just rising, to ness is an allusion to the woman, whose 
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g such should he stoned : but what sayest thou ? ® [h This they saidy 
tempting him^ that they might have to accuse Am.] But Jesus stooped 
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground[, i as though he heard them 
nof]. ^ So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said 
unto them, I* He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at b Deut. xvil. 7. 
her. “ And again he stooped down, and k wrote on the ground. ® And 
1 they which heard ity being convicted by their own conscience, went out one 
by one, beginning at the eldest, m even unto the last : and n Jesus was left 

g render, such women. 

h omitted in the most ancient MS. : see above on ver. 4. 

i omit. « k read, wrote with his finger. 

1 read, each of the Jews went out. m read, so that all went out. 

n read, he. 


proves nothing, or proves too much ; for it 
is added, ‘ and thrust thee through with 
their swords.^ I would rather suppose 
that from Deut. xxii. 21, 23, 24, an in- 
ference was drawn lohat kind of a death 
was intended in ver. 22, the crime being 
regarded as the same ; “ he hath humbled 
his neighbour's wife.” We have similar in- 
definiteness in ib. ver. 25, where evidently 
the same punishment is meant. 6. 

wrote on the ground] The habit was a 
usual one to signify pre- occupation of 
mind, or intentional inattention. The 
addition, “ as though he heard them not,” 
is an explanatory gloss. It does not 

follow that any thing was actually written. 
Stier refers to Jer. xvii. 13, but perhaps 
without reason. This minute circum- 

stance speaks strongly for the authenticity 
of the narration. 7.] The expression, 

** without sin,” is not here used in the 
general sense, meaning, entirely sinless, 
nor in the strictest, free from the crime of 
adultery * (it can hardly be that any of the 
Pharisees should have held themselves 
sinless, — or that all should have been im- 
plicated in adultery^'. — but — as the word 
“ a sinner,” in Luke vii. 37, — of the sin of 
uncleanness generally, Stier, who con- 
tends strongly for the genuineness of this 
narrative in this place, finds in ver. 46 an 
allusion to this saying. I cannot say that 
his attempts to establish a connexion with 
the subsequent discourse are to me at all 


satisfactory : I am much more inclined to 
think with Luthardt, that the whole ar- 
rangement and plan of our Gospel is broken 
by the insertion of this passage. The 

Lord Jesus was not sent to be a ruler and 
a judge in this or that particular case of 
crime, see Luke xii. 14; but the Ruler 
and Judge of all: and His answer ex- 
presses this, by convi(4ing them all of sin 
before Him. Some of our MSS. read, ‘*the 
stone '” in that case, our Lord refers to 
the stone, which by Deut. xvii. 7 the 
witnesses were to cast. 8.] Euthymius 
remarks that our Lord adopted this ges- 
ture, of again writing on the ground, in 
His goodness, to allow them to pass out 
without being specially observed by Him. 
One of our MSS. reads, “ He wrote on the 
ground the sins of each of them.” 

9.] They had said, ver. 5, ** such women ” 
— they now perceive that they themselves 
were such men. There is no historical 
difficulty in this conduct of the Pharisees, 
as Olshausen finds ; — they were struck by 
the power of the word of Christ. It was a 
case somewhat analogous to that in which 
His saying, “ I am he,” struck His foes to 
the ground, ch. xviii. 6. The varia- 

tions of reading are very wide in the latter 
part of the verse. We can hardly (with 
some) lay any stress on “ beginning at the 
eldest,” as indicating the natural order of 
conviction of sin. If the consciences of 
older sinners have heavier loads on them. 



638 


ST. JOHN. 


VIII. 


of thyself ; thy record is not true, Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Though I bear “ record of myself, 
[“ yet] my “ record is true ; “/or I know whence I came, 

^ render, witness. ^ omit ; not in the original, 

render, because. 


deed of darkness had been detected in the 
night. But not to dwell on other objec- 
tions to this view, — e. g. that such an 
allusion to the woman would be wholly out 
of character after our Lord’s previous 
treatment of her, —how come these Phari- 
secs, who on the hypothesis of the above 
Commentators are the same as those loho 
accused the woman, to be again so soon pre- 
sent 1 Was this at all likely ? We cannot 
escape from this difficulty with Stier, by 
supposing a multitude of the people to 
have been witnesses on both occasions : 
the Pharisees ” of the one must surely 
extend through the other, if this con- 
nexion is to be maintained. On the 

other hand, this discourse comes in very 
well after ch. vii. 52. The last saying of 
Jesus (ch. vii. 37, 38) had referred to a 
festal usage then just over; He now adds 
another of the same kind. It was the cus- 
tom during the first night, if not during 
every niglit, of the feast of tabernacles, 
to light up two large golden chandeliers 
in the court of the women, the light of 
which illuniinatod all Jerusalem. All that 
night they held a festal dance by the light. 
Now granted that this was on the 
first night only, — what is there improbable 


in the supposition that our Lord — standing 
in the very place where the candlesticks 
had been or perhaps actually were — 
should have alluded to that practice, as 
He did to the outpouring of water in ch. 
vii. 37, 38 ? Surely to say in both cases, 
as Liicke and De Wette do, that the allu- 
sion could not have been made unless the 
usage took place on that day, is mere 
trilling. While the feast lasted, and the 
remembrance of the ceremonies was fresh, 
the allusion would be perfectly natural. 
See on ch. i. 9, and xi. 9, 10. See also 
Isa. xlii. 6 ; Mai. iv. 2 ; and on “ the light 
of life, ch. i. 4, and vi. 48. 13.] See 

ch. V. 31. The assertion there was, that 
His own unsupported witness {supposing 
that passive) would not be trustworthy, 
hut that His testimony was supported by, 
and in fact coincident with, that of the 
Father. The very same argument is here 
used, but the other side of it presented to 
us. He does witness of Himself, because 
His testimony is the testimony of the 
Father ; — He being the Word of Qod, and 
the Father witnessing in Him, 14.] 

because I know, &c. — see on ch. vii. 29. 
This reason binds His testimony to that of 
the Father ; for He came forth from the 
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alone, and the woman [o standing'] in the midst. When Jesus had 
lifted up himself, p and saio none but the woman, he said unto her. Woman, 
where are those thine accusers ? hath no man condemned thee ? q She 
eLuk«ix.M: said. No man. Lord. And Jesus said unto her, c Neither do I condemn 

xil. 14. ch. , j . — 

111. 17. thee : go, r and “ sm no more. | 
dch.v.14. ® J 

0 omit. p read, he said unto the woman. Where are they ? 

q read, And she said unto him. r read, from this time. 


those of younger ones are more tender. 

alone, i. e. with the multitude and 
the disciples ; the woman standing between 
Him and the disciples on one hand, — and 
the multitude on the other. 

10, 11.] Tlie question is evidently so 
worded as it is, “ hath no man condemned 
thee for the sake of the form of the 
answer, ** Neither do I condemn thee : ” 
but it expresses the truth in the depth of 
their hearts. The Lord’s challenge to 
them would lead to a condemnation by 


comparison with themselves, if they con- 
demned at all : which they had not done. 
The words of Jesus were in fact a far 
deeper and more solemn testimony against 
the sin than could be any mere penal 
sentence. And in judging of them we 
must never forget that He who thus 
spoke knew the hearts, — and what was 
the peculiar state of this woman as to 
penitence. Wo must not apply in all cases 
a sentence, which requires His divine 
knowledge to make it a just<one.J 
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and whither I go; but ®ye ^cannot tell whence I come, cseech.^i. 

^ and whither I go. i^^^Ye judge after the flesh; ® I ech.m.'i?^; 
judge^ no man. ^^^And yet if I judge, my judgment 

is true : ^for am not alone, but I and the Father that f ver. 29. ch. 

_ xvi. 82. 

sent me. written in your law, that the 

testimony of two men is true, I am t one that bear K’cor^* 
witness of myself, and ^ the Father that sent me beareth 
witness of me. ^ Then said they unto him. Where is 
thy Father ? Jesus answered, * Ye neither know me, nor ^ cb. 

^ xvi. 8. 

my Father: ^if ye had known me, ye ^should have known kch.xiv.7. 
my Father also, These words spake Jesus in Hhe iMarkxii.4i. 
treasury, as he taught in the temple: and ™ no man laid m ch. vu. so. 
hands on him; 'S for ^^his hour was not yet come, “ch.vii.s. 

^ Then said J esus again unto them, I go ^ my umj, and 

0 render, know not. P read, Or. 

^ letter. Yea, and if I should judge. ^ render, because. 

® render, Moreover it is written. ^ render, he that beareth. 

^ render. They said therefore. ^ render, would know, 

y render, because. ^ render. Therefore. 

®’ render, a Way. 

Father, ch. xvi. 28, and was returning to The word your seems to give this sense to 
Him. Light,’* says Augustine, “ de- the clause : — ‘ So that if you will have the 

monstrates other things, and itself also . . . mere letter of the law, and judge my tes- 
light gives testimony to itself : opens the timony by it, I will even thus satisfy you 
eyes that are capable of beholding it, and your thus implying, ‘ The law which you 
is its own witness that it may he known to have made so completely your otvn by your 
he light’* Then again, he only who kind of adherence to it.’ 19.] Augus- 
Tenows can witness: and Jesus only knew tine and others imagine that the Jews 
this. Notice I know whence I came : thought of a human Father, in thus speak- 
— this goes back to the existence in the ing. But surely before this, as Stier re- 
heginning” of ch. i. 1; but ye know not marks, the Jews must have become too well 
whence I come, — ‘ do not recognize even accustomed to the words “ my Father,” 
My present mission.’ We must not from our Lord, to mistake their mean- 

for a moment understand ** Though I hear ing. It is rather a question asked in mere 
witness,” even though I should scorn, by persons who know, but will not 

hear witness,” &c. ; i. c. “ even though there recognize, the meaning of a word uttered 
were no previous testimonies to me of the by another. if ye had known me] 

prophets or of ‘John the Baptist.’” Our See ch. xiv. 9 11". and note. 20. the 

Lord’s words do not suppose a case, but treasury] See Luke xxi. 1, and note on 
allows the fact. 15, 16.] There is no Mark xii. 41. It was in the court of the 

allusion to the foregoing history ; the train women. his hour was not yet come] 
of thought is altogether another. ‘ The See ch. vii. 8, 30. 21 — 69.] Fhirther 

end of all testimony, is the forming, or discourses of Jesus. The Jews attempt to 
pronouncing, of judgment. Ye do this by stone Him. — This forms the great conclu- 
heshly rules, concerning me and my mis- sion of the series of discourses to the Jews, 
sion : I judge no man, i. e. it is not the oh- In it our Lord testifies more plainly still to 
ject nor habit of this My mission on earth ; His divine origin and sinlessness, and to 
but even if I be called on to exercise judg- the cause of their unbelief ; until at last 
ment, my judgment is decisive:’ the word their enmity is worked up to the highest 
meaning not exactly true in its ordinary pitch, and they take up stones to cast at 
meaning, but rather, genuine; which a Him. It may be divided into four parts : 
judgment can only be by being true and (I) vv, 21 — 24, — announcing to them the 
fini; 8ee*cb. v. 30 and note. 17.] inevitable consequence of persistence in 
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och.vH.84: 0 yg Seek me, and p shall die m your ^ sins : whither 
pver.24. j yg canuot come. ^2 c Then said the Jews, Will he 
kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot 
qch.iH.8i. come. And he said unto them, ^ Ye are from beneath ; 
rch. xv.ig; I am from above : ^ ye are of this world ; I am not of this 
world. ®I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in 
your sins : for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins. ^6 d Then said they unto him. Who art 
thou? And Jesus saith unto them, ^ Even the same that 
I said unto you from the beginning. I have many things 

^ render, sin. ® render. The Jews therefore said. 


not expressed in the original. 

® read and render. Ill very deed, 
you. 

their unhelief. on His loiihdrawal from 
them. : {2i) vv. 25 — 29, — the things which 
He has to sag and judge of them, and the 
certainty of their own future recognition of 
Him and His truthf ulness : (3) vv. 30 — 47, 
— the first springing up of faith in many 
of them is by Him corrected and. pnrijied 
from Jewish pride, and the source of such 
pride and unbelief delected : (4) vv, 48 — 
68, — the accusation of the Jews in vor. 48, 
gines occasion to Him to set forth very 
plainly His oum divine dignity and prce- 
existence. 21.] The time and place of 
this discourse arc not definitely marked ; 
but in all probability they were the same 
as before. Only no stress must be laid on 
the therefore as coiineetetl with ver, 20, 
for it is only the accustomed carrying for- 
ward by the Evangelist of the great self- 
manifestation of Jesus. ye shall seek 

me includes the idea ‘ and shall not find 
me,’ which is expressed in ch. vii. 34, 36 : 
— ye shall continue seeking Me, 
and shall die (perish) in your sin] This 
sin is not unhelief for, ver. 24, it is clearly 
distinguished from that: but, ‘your state 
of sin. unremoved, and therefore abiding 
on you, and proving your ruin" (see on ver. 
24). The words do not refer to the 

destruction of Jerusalem, but to individual 
perdition. In these discourses in John, the 
public judgment on the Jews is not pro- 
minently brought forward, as in the other 
Evangelists. whither I go, ye cannot 
come, the consequence, not the cause (by 
any absolute decree) of their dying in their 
sins (see ch. vii. 34 ; xiii. 33). This latter 
sense would have required the insertion of 
“/or” before the clause. 22 .] It is 
at least probable that they allude to the 
idea mentioned by Josephus, himself a 
Pharisee, in his speech at Jotapata, “As 


d render. Therefore, 
that same which I speak unto 

many as have laid violent hands on them- 
selves, for their souls there is a darker 
Hadc% reserved.” Hcraclcon, as cited by 
Origen, gives this interpretation of their 
saying : — ‘ an(J^ with the bitterest malice 
taunt Him with thus being about to go 
where they, the children of Abraliam, could 
never come.’ De Wette thinks this too 
refined, and that such a meaning would, if 
intended, liave been marked in our Lord’s 
answer. 23.] ‘ Ye cannot come where 
1 am going, because we both shall return 
thither wlicncc we came : I to the Father 
from Wliom (from above) I came : ye to 
the earth and under the earth (for that 
more awful meaning surely is not excluded) 
whence ye came’ (from beneath). ’J'hen 
the term this world of course does not only 
imply ‘ this present state of things." hut 
involves the deeper meaning, of the origin 
of that state of things (see ver. 44) and its 
end, ver. 24. 24.] Since this (ver. 23) 

is the ease, — if ye do not believe that I am 
He, the Delivt^er, — and be renewed by 
Faith, ye shall die in your sins (plural here, 
as struck nearer home to their consciences, 
and implying individual acts of sin, the 
results of the carnal state). 26.] Their 
question follows on the words “ I am from 
abovef" ver. 23, and on the dubious ellip- 
tical expression I am {he) of the last verse. 
It is intended to bring out a plain answer 
on which their enmity might fasten. 

Our Lord’s reply has been found very diffi- 
cult, from reasons which can hardly be ex- 
plained to the English reader. The A. V., 
‘ even the same that I said unto you from 
the beginning." cannot well be right. The 
verb rather means to speak or discourse, 
than to say : the connecting particle can- 
not well be rendered ** even and the 
word rendered *^from the beginning"" far 
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to say and to judge of you ; but *he that sent me is true ; tch.Tii.as. 
and I speak to the world those things tchich I have heard ^ “J- a* • 

of him ^ They understood not that he spake to them of 

the Father. g Then said Jesus xmto them, When ye have 
lifted up the Son of man, y then shall ye know that I am xch.m.u: 
he, and *that I do nothing of myself; but ^as my Father f 
IfhatJi] taught me, I speak these things. And ^he bch'.xlv^io, 
that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left w^cver.ia. 

alone; ^"^for I do always those things that please him. 
so As he spake these words, ®many believed on him. 

t render, the things which I heard from him, these speak I unto 
the world. 

S read and render, JesuS therefore Said. 


^ omit. ^ 

^ render, becaUSO. 

■more probably means essentially/' or 
“ in very deed." This being j)remisccl, 
the sentence must be rendered (literally) 
thus : Essentially, that whjch I also dis- 
course unto you : or, In very deed, that 
same which I speak unto you. He is the 
Word — His discourses are the revelation of 
Himself. And there is especial propriety 
in this : — When Moses asked the name of 
God, */ am that which I am,' was the 
mysterious answer; the hidden essence of 
the yet unrevealed Orie could only be ex- 
pressed by self-comprehension ; but when 
God manifest in the flesh is asked the same 
question, it is ‘lam that which I speak. 
what He reveals Himself to be, that He 
is (see on next verse). The above sense 
is maintained by De Wette, and strikingly 
expanded and illustrated by Sticr. See an 
account, and discussion, of other proposed 
interpretations, in my Greek Test. 

26.] He is, that which He speaks ; and 
that. He has received from the Father; — 
He has His definite testimony to give, and 
His work to do ; and therefore, though He 
has much that He could speak and judge 
about the Jews, He does it not, but over- 
looks their malice, — not answering it, — 
that He may go forward with the sneaking 
unto the world, the revelation of Himself : 
the truth of which is all important, and ex- 
cludes less weighty things. This verse 
is in the closest connexion wdth the fore- 
going. 27.] They did not identify 

** him that sent with my Father ** 
However improbable this may be, after the 
plain words “ the Father that sent me/* in 
vcr. 18, it is stated as a fact ; and the 
Evangelist certainly would not have done 
so without some sure ground : — “It is pro- 
bable, thrffc jihey questioned one with an- 
other, ‘Who is he that sent him ?"’ Eu- 


read and render, hc left me UOt. 

thymius. There is no accounting for the 
ignorance of unbelief, as any minister of 
Christ knows by painful experience. 

28.] This connects (therefore being the 
continuation of the foregoing, see above 
on ver. 21) with ver. 26, and also with 
vcr. 27, as the w^ords then shall ye know 
shew, referring to the expression in that 
verse, “ IViey knew not.** On lifted up, 
see ch. iii. 14. ‘ When ye shall have been 

the instruments of accomplishing that 
death by which He shall enter into His 
glory :' for the latter idea is clearly implied 
here. then shall ye know] Perhaps, 

in different w^ays : — some, by the j)ower of 
the Holy Spirit poured out after the exalta- 
tion of Christ, and to their own salvation ; 
otliers, by the judgments which were to 
follow ere long, and to their own dismay 
and ruin. The interchange of do and 
speak is remarkable. The construction is 
not elliptical, so that “do and speak** 
should be understood in both cases; but 
the deedaration of ver. 25 is still in the 
Lord's mind, His doing being all a decla- 
ration of the Father , — a speaking forth 
in the widest sense. Bengel says wtJI : 
“ Ye shall know by fact, that which ye now 
believe not by word." 29.] left me 

not alone, referring to the appointment of 
the Father by which His work was begun, 
and which the continued presence of the 
Father (he that sent me is with me) carries 
on through that work : see ch. xvi. 32. 

because I do always . . . .; not 
*for,* as if what follows were merely a 
token that it is so. The doing always 
those things that please him is the very 
essential being of the Son, and is the cause 
why the Father is ever with Him. 

80.] They believed on Him with a higher 
degree of faith than those in ch. ii. 23, in- 
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Then said J esns to those J ews which ^ believed on bim, 
If ye continue in my word, ^ then are ye my disciples 
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and ^the truth 
.Tame8i.25: 33 Xhcy answcrcd him, » We be 

MatUii.'s. Abraham’s seed, and ® were never in bondage to any man : 
how sayest thou. Ye shall be made free ? 34 Jesus 

hRom.Ti. answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, ^Whoso- 
i GttUv.'so!®' ^ver P commitfeth sin is the ^ servant of sin. 35 r ^ the 
servant abideth not in the house for ever : [® hu f\ the Son 
abideth ever. 30kjf the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I know that ye are 

render y had believed him. ^ render, ye are. 

0 render, have never been. P render, doeth. 

<1 render^ bondman. r render, Now the bondman. 

® omit : not in the original. 


asmucli as faith wrought by hearing is 
higher than that by miracles; but still 
wanted confirming. 31.] continue in 

my word means to “ abide in Me,** ch. xv. 
7, though that perhaps is spoken of a 
dee])er entrance into the state of union 
witli Christ. Hemaining in Ilis toord is 
not merely obeying Ilis teaching, hut is the 
inner conviction of the truth of that reve- 
lation of Himself, which is his word. 
ye are, for probably they hud given some 
outward token of believing on Him, e. g. 
that of ranging themselves among His dis- 
ciples. 32.] In opposition to the 

mere holding of the truth. The knowing 
of the truth answers to the feeding on 
Christ; — is the inner realization of it in 
the man. And in the continuing increase 
of this comes true freedom from all fear 
and error and bondage. 33.] The 

answerers are those that believed, not some 
others among the hearers, as many Com- 
mentators have maintained ; — see, as a 
proof of this, vcr. 36, addressed to these 
same persons. They had not yet become 
disciples indeetl, were not yet distinct from 
the mass of the unbelieving; and there- 
fore, in speaking to them, He ascribes to 
them the sins of their race, and addresses 
them as part of that race. We be 

Abraham's seed : see Matt. iii. 9. The 
assertion that they had never been in bond- 
age to any man was so contrary to his- 
torical truth, that we must suppose some 
technical meaning to have been attached 
to the word bondage, in which it may have 
been correct. The words cannot be meant 
of that generaiion only, for the word never 
(never yet at any time, literally) connects 
with their assertion that they were Abra- 


ham's seed, and generalizes it. As 
usual (see ch. iii. 4; iv. 11 ; vi. 52), they 
take tlie worRs of our Lord in their out- 
ward literal sense. Perhaps this was not 
always an unintentional misunderstanding. 

34.] doeth sin, not merely “ sin- 
neth** for that all do ; but in the same 
sense as work iniquity** is said, Matt. vii. 
23. It implies living in the practice of sin, 
doing sin, as a habk : see reff. The mere 
moral sentiment, of wdiich this is the spi- 
ritual expression, was common among the 
Greek and Homan philosophers. 35.] 

1 believe, with Stier and Bengel, the refer- 
ence to be to Hagar and Ishinael, and Isaac : 
the bond and the free. They had sj)oken 
of themselves Jis the seed of Abraham. The 
Lord shew^s them that there may be, of 
that seed, two kinds ; the son properly so 
called, and the slave. The latter does not 
abide in the house for ever : it is not his 
right nor his position — ‘ Cast out the bond- 
woman and her son.' ‘ But the son abideth 
ever.' For the application, see on follow- 
ing verses. 36.] Ye then, being in 
sin, are carnal : the sons of the bond- 
woman, and therefore need liberation. 
Now comes in the spiritual reality, into 
which the discourse passes from the figure. 
This liberation can only take place by 
means of Him of whom Isaac was the type 
— the Seed according to promise; those 
only who of His Spirit are born again, and 
after His image, are free indeed— truly 
sons of God, and no longer children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free. See by all 
means Gal. iv. 19 (w'here the subject really 
begins, not at ver. 21) to end, which is the 
best commentary on this ve»se. There 
neither is, nor can be here,* any allusion 
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AbratiaTn’s seed; ^but ^ye seek to kill me, because my ^ 
word '^hath no place in you. 38 mj gpeak ^ that ivhich I mch.iu.82; 

1 -I T-./ , ^ V.10.30: 

have seen with my Father: and ye do ^that which ye 

* have seen with your father. They answered and said 

unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto n Matt. ui. 9. 
them, ° If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the ° 
works of Abraham. ^o^But now ye seek to kill me, aplenlj^’ 
man that hath ^ told you the truth, ^ which I hare~\ heard ^ 

® of God : this did not Abraham. Ye do the ^ deeds of 
your father. ® Then said they to him. We ^ he not born of 
fornication; ’‘we have one Father, even God. Jesus 
said unto them, ®If God were your Father, ye would love ai joimv.i. 

^ render, nevertheless. ^ render, gaineth no ground. 

^ read, the things which. y read, ye too do. 

^ read, with many ancient authorities, heard from. 

^ render, spoken unto yoU. ^ omit. 

® render, from. ^ render, WOrks. 

® read. They sakl. ^ render, Were. 

either to the liberation of the sabbatical former our Lord grants that they were 
year, or to the subject of Hcb. iii. 5, 6. (ver. 37), but the latter (by implication; 

37,] ‘ Ye are Abraham’s seed, ac- see below on the construction) He denies 
cording to the flesh and the covenant ; them. See Rom. ix. 6, 7, “ They are not all 
but’ — and here the distinction appears — Israel, which are of Israel: neither, he- 

* ye are doers of sin by seeking to kill Me, cause they are the seed of Abraham, are they 

because My word (see above on ver, 31) all children,” 41, We were not born 
gaineth no ground — does not work {spread, of fornication] Stier remarks, that they 
go forward, — ‘ ne marche pas') in you’ now let fall Abraham as their father, being 
(not, among you), 38.] We have the convicted of unlikeness to him. They see 

same remarkable relation between speaking that a spiritual paternity must be meant, 
and doing, as in ver, 28 : except that here and accordingly refer to God as their 
the doing is applied to the Jews only ; Father. This consideration will rule the 
speaking being used in the same com- sense of the words not bom of fornication, 
prehensive sense as there. But which must therefore be spiritual also, 

notice the distinction in the restored And spiritually the children of fornication 
text between I have seen with my (see Hos. ii. 4) are idolaters. Ifehraael 
father and ye heard from your father, cannot well be alluded to ; for they would 
The possessive pronouns my, and your, not call the relation between Abraham and 
are not expressed in the original; the Hagar one of fornication. Still less can 
tenn father is common to both sen- there be, as Origen thought, any allusion 
fences, and on it the stress should be on the part of the Jews to our Lord giving 
laid in reading. The speaking and doing Himself out as being miraculously born, 
were in each case from the father of each, but being in reality that which they would 
But Jesus was “ with God,” in a relation insinuate : for our Lord never proclaimed 
of abiding unity with His Father : they this of Himself. There may possibly be a 
were sprung from their father the devil, — reference to the Samaritans (ver. 48), who 
he was the suggester of their course, the completely answered in the spiritual sense 
originator of their acts. Jesus was the to the children of fornication: see Deut. 
son, who remains in the house and sees the xxxi. 16 ; Isa. i. 21 ; Ezek. xvi. 15 If. ; 
father’s acts : they the bond-slaves, merely xx. 30 al. 42.] ‘ If you were the 

prescribed to, and under coercion. children of God, the moral proof of sueh 

The word too implies accordingly, — by the descent would be, that you would love Me, 
same rule. 39, 40.] There is a dis- who am specially the Son of God, and 
tinctiorp Ijetween seed and children. The who am come by the mission, and bearing 
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tch^.^rrt.87: me: ‘for I proceeded forth and % came from God; 

^ neither came I of myself, but he sent me. * Why do 
xch.vii.i7. understand my speech? even because ye c^mot 

y Matt. iHi. 88. hear my word. 44 y Ye arc of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye ^ tvill do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and ^ abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own : for he is a liar, and the father ^ of if. 

? render, am come. ^ render, for neither have I come. 

^ render, like to do. ^ render ^ standeth. 

^ render, for perspicnity, thereof. 


tho character, of God.* am come con- 
ve;ys the result of proceeded forth, as Meyer ; 
who also remarks that mere sending will 
not exhaust the term proceeded forth, 
which must be taken in its deeper theolo- 
gical meaning, of the proceeding forth of 
the Eternal Son from the essence of the 
Father. 43.] to understand a man*8 
speech, — as here used, is literally to under- 
stand the idiom or dialect in which a man 
speaks, his manner of speech ; — sec Matt. 
XX vi. 73, where the same word is used in 
the original. Ihit this of course docs 
not here refer to the mere outward ex- 
pression ■ of the Lord’s discourses, but to 
the spiritual idiom in which He spoke, 
and which can only be s])iritually under- 
stood. Then my word is tho malter of 
those discourses, the Word itself. 

The connexion of the two clauses is, Why 
do ye not understand my speech 1 Be- 
cause ye cannot receive, hoar with tho 
inner ear (see ch. vi. 60), that which I say. 
And the verification and ground of this 
cannot, is in tho next verse. 44.] 

This verse is one of tho most decisive tes- 
timonies for the objective personality of 
tho devil. It is quite impossible to sup- 
pose an accommodation to Jewish views, 
or a metaphorical form of speech, in so 
solemn and direct an assertion us this. 

ye like to do] The rendering of the 
A. V. here, as in several other places where 
the same expression is used in the original 
(compare for instance ch. v. 40 ; Matt. xi. 
27 ; Luke xi. 31), is wholly inadequate and 
misleading. The words “ Ye will do *’ 
convey to the mind of the reader a mere 
future, whereas the original means, your 
will is to do, you love, or, are inclined, to 
do. The expression indicates, as in ch. v. 
40, the freedom of the human will, as the 
foundation of the condemnation of the sin- 
ner. a murderer] The most obvious 

reference seems to be, to the murder of 
Abel by Cain : — see the Apostle’s own com- 


ment on these words, 1 John iii. 12, 15. 
But this itself was only a result of the 
introduction of death by sin, which was 
the work of the devil : Adam and Eve 
were the frst whom he murdered. But 
then again both these were only manifes- 
tations of the fact here stated by divine 
omniscience respecting him : that he was 
a murderer. _ from the beg^inning, 
the author and bringer in of that hate 
wdiich is equivalent to murder, 1 John iii. 
15. The mention of murder is intro- 

duced because the Jews went about to kill 
Jesus; and the typical parallel of Cain 
and Abel is certainly hinted at in the 
words. The A. V. abode f is un- 
grammatical, the original word being pre- 
sent in sense. Still, it is not a mere 
present, but a present dependent on and 
commencing with an implied past fact. 
And that fact here is, the fall of the devil, 
which was not an insulated act, but in 
which state of apostasy from the truth ho 
standeth, — it is his condition. the 

truth is objective : the truth of God : — in 
this he standeth not, because there is no 
truth (‘ truthfulness * subjective) in him. 
His lie has become his very nature, and 
therefore he is thoroughly alien from the 
truth of God. He shewed this when he 
sj)oke a lie to our first mother. of 

his own, not, ‘ according to his character,* 
— but ‘out of his own resources,* ‘trea- 
sures :* see Matt. xii. 35. the 

father thereof] i. e. either of that which 
is false,— the lie, implied in the word liar, 
which has just preceded, — or, of the liar 
generally. The former is not the fact , — 
for the devil is not the father of that 
which is false, but of liars, by being 
himself one whose very nature has become 
a lie. Certainly by this he has become 
the author, promoter, of falsehood among 
men; but this kind of paternity is not 
here in question : the object being to shew 
that he was the father of the^e lying 
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4,6 m because I tell you tlie truth, ye believe me not. 

Which of you “ convinceth me of sin ? ° And if I say 

the truth, why do ye not believe me.'’ *7 ^He that is of zch.i.sa.27. 

™ 1 *■! ix*' 1 IT IJohniy.O, 

(jrod nearetn (iod s words ! P ye therefore near them not, 
because ye are not of God. Then answered the Jews, 
and said unto him, Say we not well that thou art a 
Samaritan, and ^hast a devil? Jesus answered, I have 
not a devil ; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour 

render. But because I speak. 

^ render, COnvicteth : see ch. xvi. 8 notes. 

0 read and render, If I speak truth. 

P render, for this causc ye. 


Jews. I therefore hold the latter inter- 
pretation, with Bengel, Meyer, and Stier. 

46.] And the very reason why 
ye do not believe Me (as contrasted with 
him) is, because I speak the truth ; — you 
not being of the truth, but of him who is 
falsehood itself. This implies a charge of 
wilful striving against kirhwn and recog- 
nized truth. Euthyiniiis hlls up the con- 
text — If I told you lies, ye loould have 
believed me, as speaking that which be- 
longs to your father 'I ^ see ch. v. 43. 

46.] The meaning here of sin is 
to be strictly adhered to, and not softened 
into * error in argument,* or 'falsehood* 
'I'his would be to introduce, in this most 
solemn part of our Lord’s discourse, a vapid 
tautology. The question is an appeal to 
His sinlessness of life, as evident to them 
all, — as a pledge for His truthfulness of 
word : which word asserted, be it remem- 
bered, that He was sent from God. And 
when we recollect that He who here 
challenges men to convict him of sin, never 
could have upheld ouhvard spotlessness 
merely (sec Matt, xxiii. 26 — 28), the words 
amount to a declaration of His absolute 
siiilessness, in thought, word, and deed. 
Or, the connexion may be as stated by 
Euthyinius : " If it is not because I speak 
the truth that ye disbelieve me, tell me, 
which of you convicts me of any sin done by 
me, on account of which you may have a 
pretext for disbelieving V* If I say 

the truth] and if it be thence (from the 
impossibility of convicting me of sin) evi- 
dent, that I speak the truth, why do ye 
not believe mel (not "believe on me,** 
but simply believe me, give credence to 
me.) 47. gives the answer to the 

previous question, and concludes the dis- 
course with the final disproof of their as- 
sertion, ver. 41. This verse is cited 1 
John iv.-^S^ 48.] The Jews attempt 


no answer, but commence reviling Him. 
Those are now properly the Jews, in 
St. John’s sense, — the principal among the 
Jews. a Samaritan] So they called 

‘outcasts from the cominonweulth of 
Israel : ’ and so afterwards they called the 
Christians. They imply, that He dilfered 
from their interpretation of the law, — or 
perhaps, as He had convicted them of not 
being the genuine children of Abraham, 
they cast back the charge with a senseless 
recrimination. There may perhaps be a 
reference to the occurrence related in ch. 
iv. 5 ff. ; but it has b(5en shewn that Them 
art a Samaritan is found in the Rabbis as 
addressed to one w hose word is not to bo 
believed. and hast a devil] * As in the 
first clause they sundered Him from the 
communion of Israel, so now from that of 
Israel’s (iod.’ Stier. Or perhaps they 
mean the reproach more as expressing 
aggravated madness owing to daunoniacal 
j)ossession. The Say we not well! alludes 
])robably to the charge twice bi'ought 
against Him by the Pharisees, ‘ of casting 
out devils by the prince of the devils.’ 
See Matt. ix. 34 ; xii. 24. 49.] Tlie 

former term of reproach Jesus passes over, 
and mildly answers (1 Pet. ii. 23) the 
malicious charge of having a devil, by 
an appeal to his whole life and teaching 
(sec ch. iv. 34), which was not the work 
of one having a devil. There is no retort 
of the charge in the emphatic I (it is not I 
but you that have a devil), as Cyril and 
Liicke imagine. At present the I, followed 
by you, both emphatic, only brings out the 
two parties into stronger contrast, 
and ye do dishonour me] ‘ Our mutual 
relation is not that which you allege, but 
this: that I honour Him that sent me, 
and ye^ in dishonouring me, dishonour 
Him.’ It is the same contrast, the being 
(sprung) "of (from) God** and "not of 
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^And^l seek not mine own glory: there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth. Verily, verily, I say nnto 
® ® If a man keep my ^saying, he shall never ^sce death. 

Then said the Jews unto him. Now we know that thou 
^ K xi ®i8. t^^st a devil. ^ Abraham is dead, and the prophets ; and 
thou sayest. If a man keep my ^ saying, he shall never 
taste of death. Art thou greater than our father 
Abraham, which t is dead and the prophets ^ are dead : 
ech.v.8i. whom makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, ®If I 

fch.v.ii: ^honour myself, my '^honour is nothing: ^it is my Father 

ActViii.iB. ^ honourcth me ; of whom ye say, that he is your God : 
gch.vii.28, 6 o z ypi gy0 J^avo uot known him ; but I know him : and 
if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto 


you : but I know him, 
h iieb. xi. 13 . father Abraham rejoiced 

^ render, But. 

• render, behold. 

^ render, glorify, 
y render, gloriheth. 

Ood,** 08 before, vcr. A7, which lies at the 
root. 60.] ‘ Ye dirthonour me j — not 

that I seek my own lionour, hut His who 
sent me. There is One who seeketh my 
honour (eh. v. 23), and will have me 
honounnl; and who jiidpfeth between me 
and you, between truth and falsehood.* 
Supj)ly the words ** my yJory ’* after 
seeketh, but not after judyelh, 

61.] There is no pause (I)e Wette) between 
ver. 60 and this. This is the direct carry- 
ing on of the discourse, arising out of 
judgeth in the last verse, and forming a 
new attempt of grace to plead with them, 
as Lam|)e calls it. Ye are now children of 
the devil, but if ye keep My word, ye shall 
be rescued from that murderer. 
to keep my word, as “ to continue in my 
word** ver. 31, is not only outward obe- 
dience, but the endurance in, and obedience 
of faith. to behold death, as to taste 

of death, is a Hebrew way of speaking for 
to die, and must not be pressed to mean, 

‘ shall not feel (the bitterness of) death,* 
in a tem^ral sense, as Stier has done. 
The death of the body is not reckoned 
as death, any more than the life of the 
body is life, in our Lord’s discourses ; see 
ch. xi. 25, 26, and notes. Both words 
have a dec^Hir meaning. 52, 53.] The 
Jews, not knowing what “ death** really im- 
ports, regard the saying as a decisive proof 
of their surmise ver. 48. ‘ Their misunder- 
standing (says De Wette) keeps to the well- 


and keep his ^ saying. Your 
to see my day : ^ and he saw it, 

^ render, WOrd. 

^ render, died. 

render, glory. 

* render, And. 

known t> 7 )c (ch. iii. 4 ; iv. 11 ff.), but this 
time theocrntic pride is added to carnal sen- 
suousness : — the Old Test. Saints died !** * 
64, 65.] The argument in these 
verses is : ‘ The same God wdio is the God 
of Abraham, is my Father; — He it is who 
honours (glorifies) me, and it is His word 
that 1 keep. I was promised by Him to 
Abraham.’ If I glorify myself, i. e. 

‘ glorify my .self to this high designation, of 
being able to deliver from death.’ of 

whom ye say] Whom you are in the habit 
of ealling your God — i. e. the God of 
Israel. A most important identification, 
from the mouth of our Lord Himself, of 
the Father, with the God of Israel in the 
Old Test. 85.] The sense is, of Whom 
ye say ‘ He is our God,’ and (not yet** nor 
but**) know Him not. Then what follows 
sets forth the contrast between them, the 
pretended children of Abraham, who know 
not Abraham’s God (the liars), and Him 
who know’s Him, and keeps His word, so 
that His word works in and by Him ; yea, 
He ie the Word of God. His allowing 
their denial of this state of knowleilgc and 
union would l)e ae great a lie in Him, as 
their assumption of it w'as in them. 

66 .] The Lord does not deny them tlieir 
outward title of children of Abraham : — it 
is of spiritual things that He has been 
speaking, in refusing them, the reality of 
it. rejoiced to ■€«] literally, rejoiced, 
that He should tee. The intent^Ho shew 
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and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art 
not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you. 

Before* Abraham ^ was, ^ I am. ^ Then ^ took they up i 
stones to cast at him : but J esus hid himself, and went out *coi?' 
of the temple [, Agoing through the ynidst of them, and 
panned hy']. ^ iMw .o.’ 

IX. ^ And as ^ Jesus passed by, he saw a man which 


8- letter, was made. ’ 

® omiitedy or variedy ly many of the 
^ render, he. 

that Abraham did in his time keep Christ’s 
word, viz. by a prospective realizing faith ; 
and therefore that he, in tlie sense of 
ver. 51, had not seen death. This is ex- 
pressed by and he saw it, and was glad : 
see below. But what is the meaning of 
My day ? Certainly, the day of Christ’s 
appearance in the tlesh. When that was 
ovevy and the attention was directed to 
another and ftiture appearance, the word 
came to be used of His second coming y 
1 Cor. i. 8, &c. &c. But this, as well as 
the day of His CrosSy is out of the question 
here ; — and the word was used by the 
Rabbis for the time of the Messiah’s ap- 
pearance. So we have it, Luke xvii. 22, 
26 : but here as there, the expression 
must not be limited exclusively to the 
former appearance. From the sense, it is 
evident that Abraham saw by faith and 
will see in fac-t, not the first coming only, 
but that which it introduces and implies, 
the second also. Technically however, 
in the form of the sentence here, the First 
is mainly in view. And to see that day, is 
to be present at, witness, it ; — to have 
experience of it. and he saw it, and 

was glad, viz. in his Paradisiacal state of 
bliss. And his ‘ seeing of Christ’s day ’ 
was not by revelationy but actual — tho 
seeing of a witness. ‘ Abraham then has 
not seen death, but lives through my 
word ; — having believed and rejoiced in tho 
promise of Me, whom he has now seen 
manifest in the flesh.’ 67.] No inference 
can be drawn from this verse as to the age 
of our Lord at the time, according to the 
flesh. Fifty years was with the Jews the 
completion of manhood. 58.] As Liicke 
remarks, all unbiassed explanation of these 
words must recognize in them a declaration 
of the essential pr® -existence of Christ. 
All such interpretations as * before Abra- 
ham became Ahrahamy i. e. father of many 
nations (Socinus and others), and as * J 
was predetermined, promised by God * 


^ render, So they took. 
most ancient authorities. 


(Grotius and the Socinian interpreters), 
are little better than dishonest quibbles. 
The distinction between was made {or teas 
born) and am is important. The present, 
I am, expresses essential existenccy see 
Col. i. 17, and was often used by our Lord 
to assert His divine Being. In this 

verse the Godhead of Christ is involved ; 
and this the Jews clearly understood, by 
their conduct to Him. 69.] Probably 
there were stones (for building) lying 
about in the outer court of the temple, 
wdiere these words seem to have been 
spoken. The reason of the Jews’ doing 
this is given by them on a similar occasion, 
ch. X. 33, for that thoUy being a man, 
maTcest thyself God. There docs not 

appear to bo any miraculous escape in- 
tended here, although certainly the as- 
sumption of one is natural under tho 
circumstances. .Tesus was probably sur- 
rounded by His disciples, and might thus 
hide Himself (see ch. xii. 30), and go out 
of the temple. 

Chap. IX. X.] Jesus the light, for 

THE HEALING OF THE WORLD AND THE 
JUDGMENT OF THE JeWS. IX. 1 — 

41 .] Manifestation of Jesus as the Light 
by a miracle. Judgment of the Jews by 
the healed man, and by Jesus. 1.] 

If the concluding words of ch. viii. in the 
ordinary text are genuine, this would 
appear to have happened on the same day 
as the incidents there related, which is 
hardly likely, for we should thus have the 
whole history from ch. vii. 37 (omitting 
ch. vii. 53 — viii. 12), belonging to one day, 
and that day a sabbath (ver. 14). And 
besides, the circumstances under which 
.Tesus here appears are too usual and 
tranquil to have succeeded immediately to 
His escape in ch. viii. 59. I would rather 
therefore suppose that there is a break 
before this verse : how long, we cannot of 
course say. Thus we have the commence- 
ment of a new narrative here, as in ch. 
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was blind from his birth. ^ }iig disciples asked him, 
arer.si. saying, Master, *who did sin, this man, or his parents, 
that he ® lom born blind ? ^ Jesus answered. Neither 

b ch. xi. 4. f ]iaih tlm man sinned, nor his parents : ^ but that the 

cch.iv. 84 : works of God should be made manifest in him. ^^Imust 

li’9:^ii.85: work the works of him that sent me, while it is day : the 

xvii. 4. ^ tL J ^ 

night cometh, when no man can work. ^ S As long as 
dch.i.6,9: I am in the world, ^ I am the light of the world. ® When 
12 : xii. 85, thm spoken, ® he spat on the ground, and made 

® clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind 

® render, should be. ^ render, did this man sin. 

fS render, When. 


vi. 1, and vii. 1. The blind man was 
sittiii^r be^ji^ing (ver. 8), possibly pro- 
claim inpj the fact of bis having been so 
born ; for otlierwise the disciples could 
hardly have asked the following question, 
'fhe incident may have been in the neigh- 
bourhood of the temple (Acts iii. 2) : but 
doubtless there were other places where 
beggars sat, besides the temple entrances. 

2.] According to Jewish ideas, every 
infirmity was the punishment of sin (see 
ver. 34). From Exod. xx. 5, and tlie pre- 
vailing views on the subject, the disciples 
may have believed that the man was 
visited for the sins of his parents : but how 
could he himself have sinned before his 
birth ? 13eza and (Jrotius refer the ques- 
tion to the doctrine of the transmigration 
of souls, that he may have sinned in a 
former state of existence ; this however is 
disproved by the consideration adduced 
by Lightfoot, that the Fliarisees believed 
that the good souls only passed into other 
liodies, which would exclude this case. 
Lightfoot, Liicke, and Meyer refer it to 
the possibility of sin in the womb ; Tholuek 
to }}redesiinaf ed sin^ punished by anti- 
cipation : Do VN'ette to the general doc- 
trine of the pric-existence of souls, which 
jirevailed both among the Uabbis and 
Alexandrians : see \Visd. viii. 19, 20. 

The question may have been asked 
vaguely, without any strict application of 
it to the circumstances, merely taking for 
granted that some sdn must have led to the 
blindness, and hardly thinking of the non- 
applicability of one of the suppositions to 
this case. Or perhaps, as Stier inclines to 
suppose, the question may mean, ‘ this 
man, or, for that is out of the question, 
liis parents P* 3.1 Our Lord does not 

of course assert the absolute sinlessness of 
the man, or of his parents, but answers 
the question with reference to the reason 


why it was asked. Supply therefore after 
his parents, “ that he should he born blind.’* 
Also after but supply “ he was born blind** 
In the economy of God^s Providence, his 
suffering had its place and aim, and this 
was to bring out the works of God in his 
being healed by the Kedeemer. De Wette 
denies this interpretation, and refers the 
saying merely to the view of our Lord to 
bring out his own ]>ractical design, to 
make use of this man to prove His divine 
power. But see ch. xi. 4, which is strictly 
j)arallel. 4.] Connected by the words, 
work the works, to the former verse. 
There certainly seems to be some reference 
to its being tlie sabbath; see the similar 
expressions in ch. v. 17. From ver. 5, it 
seems evident that the day is the appointed 
course of the working of Jesus on earth, 
and the night the close of it (see the 
parallel, ch. xi. 9, 10). It is true, that, 
according to St. JoliiFs universal diction, 
the death of Jesus is His glorification ; 
but the similitude here regiirds the ejfect 
on the tvorld, see ver. 5 ; and the language 
of Korn. xiii. 12 is in accordance with it, 
as also Luke xxii. 53 : John xiv. 30. 

5.] This partly explains the day and night 
of the former verse, partly alludes to the 
nature of the healing about to take place. 
As before the raising of Lazarus (ch. xi. 
25), He states that He is the Resurrection 
and the Life ; so now. He sots forth Him- 
self as the source of the archetypal spiritual 
light, of which the natural, now about to 
be conferred, is only a derivation and sym- 
bol. 6 .] See Mark vii. 33 ; viii. 23. 

The virtue especially of the fasting saliva, 
in cases of disorders of the eyes, was well 
known to antiquity. In the accounts of 
the restoring of a blind man to sight at- 
tributed to Vespasian, the u.se of this 
remedy occurs. The use of clay also for 
healing the eyes was not unknoevn. 



2 - 14 . 


ST. JOHN. 


649 


man with the clay, 7 and said unto him, Go wash ^in fNeh.m.is, 
the pool of Siloam, (which ^is hy interpretation^ Sent.) 

He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 

8 The* neighbours therefore, and they which before had 
seen him that he was ^ hlindy said. Is not this he that 
^ sat and begged ? ® Some said, This is he : others said. 

He is like him : [} but~\ he said, I am he. Therefore 
said they unto him. How were thine eyes opened ? He 
answered and said, ^ A man that is called Jesus made clay, erver.d,?. 
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me. Go to the pool 
of Siloam, and wash : and I went and washed, and I re- 
ceived sight. Then said they unto him. Where is he ? 

He said, I know not. They brought to the Pharisees 


him that aforetime was blind. 
day when Jesus made the clay 

^ render, is interpreted. 

^ render, sitteth and beggcth. 

No rule can be laid down v^ich our Lord 
may seem to have observed, as to using, 
or dispensing with, the ordinary human 
means of healing. He Himself determined, 
by considerations which are hidden from 
us. Whatever the means used, the healing 
was not in them, but in Him alone. The 
' conductor ’ of the miraculous power was 
generally the faith of the recipient : and if 
such means served to awaken that faith, 
their use would be accounted for. 7.] 

The reason of his being sent to Siloam is 
uncertain. It may have been as part of 
the cure , — or merely to wash oft' the clay. 
The former is most probable. A beg- 
gar blind from his birth would know the 
localities sufficiently to be able to find his 
way ; so that there is no necessity to sup- 
pose a partial restoration of sight before 
bis going. The situation of the foun- 

tain and pool of Siloam is very doubtful. 
On the subject of a recent suggestion re- 
specting the identity of Siloam and Bethes- 
da, see note on ch. v. 1. which is 
interpreted] The reason of this derivation 
being stated has been much doubted. Some 
consider the words to have been inserted 
as an early gloss of some allegorical inter- 
preter. But there is no external authority 
for this supposition. Euthymius says, “ I 
suppose, on account of the blind man being 
then sent thither and Meyer takes this 
view. But it would be a violent transfer, 
— of the name of the fountain, to the man 
who was sent thither. I should rather 
regard the healing virtue imparted to the 
VoL. I. • 


And it was the sabbath 
, and opened his eyes. 

i read, a beggar. 

^ omit. 

water to be denoted, as symbolical of Him 
who was sent, and whose mission it was to 
give the liealing water of life. came, 
i. e. came back ; — apparently to his own 
house, by the next verse. 8.] had 

beheld, rather than *‘had seen.’* The 
choice of the word implies attention and 
habit. 11.] The word rendered received 
sight is literally, recovered sight. Sight 
being natural to men, the deprivation of it 
is regarded as a loss, and the reception of 
it, though never enjoyed before, as a re- 
covery. 13.] Tlw neighbours appear 
to have brought him to the Pharisees, 
out of hostility to Jesus (see ver. 12) : 
and ver. I t alleges the reason of this : — 
or perhaps from fear of the sentence 
alluded to in ver. 22. The Pharisees” 
here may have been the court presiding 
over the synagogue, or one of the lesser 
local courts of Sanhedrim. Liicke inclines 
to think they were an assembly of the 
great Sanhedrim, whom St. John some- 
times names the Pharisees see ch. vii. 47; 
xi. 46 : Meyer regards them as some fonnal 
section of the Pharisees, as a lody: but 
were there such sections ? 14.] Lightfoot 

cites from a Rabbinical treatise on the Sab- 
bath, that itwas forbidden even to put saliva 
on the eyelids. But the making the clay, 
as a servile work, seems to be here pro- 
minently mentioned. Meyer notices, — 
and it is interesting, as a minute mark of 
accuracy, — that the man, in verses 11 and 
15, only relates what he himself, as being 
blind, bad felt ; be says nothing of the 
O o 
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15 m Then again the Pharisees also ashed him how he had 
received his sight. He said nnto them, He put clay upon 
mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. Therefore said 
some of the Pharisees, This man is not ^ of God, because 
keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, ^'How can 
ich.vii.12,48: a man that is a sinner do such miracles ? And Ghere was 
a division among them. ® They say unto the blind man 
again. What sayest thou of him, P that he hath opened 
thine eyes? He said, ^He is a prophet. ^'^^Biit the 
Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been 
blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents 
of him that had received his sight. And they asked 
them, saying. Is this your son, who ye say was born blind ? 
how then doth he now see ? His parents answered 
them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind : but by what means he now seeth, we 
know not ; or who hat1i\ opened his eyes, we know not : 
he is of age ; ask him : he shaJi speak for himself. 
22 These words spake his parents, because Hhey feared the 
Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man 
m ver. 84. did confcss that he was Christ, he “ should be put out of 

cl«, xvl. a. ' , , T-r • A 

the synagogue. 23 s Therefore said his parents, He is of 

render y Therefore. ^ render ^ from. 

® read, They sav therefore. P render, seeing that. 

^ render, Therefore. ^ omit, 

® render. For this cause. 


spittle. 15.] again refers back to 

ver. 10. The enquiry was official, as ad- 
dressed to the chief witness in the matter. 
We cannot hence infer that no one else was 
present at the healing but Jesus and His 

disciples. 16. some others] 

Among the latter party would bo such as 
Nicodeinus, Joseph, [Gamaliel ?] ; who 
probably (Joseph certainly, Luke xxiii. 51) 
at last withdrew, and left the majority to 
carry out their hate against Jesus. 

17.] The question is but o-ne. What sayest 
thou of him, that he hath opened (i. e. for 
having opened) thine eyes 1 The stress is 
on thou. * What bast thou to say to it, 
seeing we are divided on the matter?* 
Both parties are anxious to have the man’s 
own view to corroborate theirs. a pro- 
phet, and therefore, /rom Ood, 18.] 

The hostile party (the Jews, — ^those in 
authority among these variously-minded 
Pharisees), disappointed at his direct tes- 


timony against them, betake themselves 
to sifting more closely the evidence of the 
fact. The parents are summoned as wit- 
nesses. 19.] The question is three- 
fold, and in strict legal formality : ‘ Is 
this your son ? Was he born blind ? How 
is it that he now sees?’ 21.] The 

pronouns in the latter part of the verse 
are emphatic: who hath opened his eyes 
we know not : ask him : he is of age : he 
shall speak for himself. 22.] It 

is not said when this resolution was come 
to ; and this also speaks for an interval 
between ch. vii., viii., and this incident. 
It could hardly have been before the coun- 
cil at the conclusion of ch. vii. 
put out of the synagogue] Probably the 
first of the three stages of Jewish excom- 
munication, — the being shut out from the 
synagogue and household for thirty days, 
but without any anathema. The other 
two, the repetition of the above, accom- 
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age ; ask him. * Then again called they the man that 

was blind, and said unto him, "Give ^ Ood the praise .•i> josh. vu.io. 

' ^ ISani.vi. 6. 

® we ]pow that this man is a sinner. He answered and o vcr. lo. 
said, Whether he ^he a sinner or no, I know not : one 
thing I know, that, y whereas I was hlind, note I see, 

2 Then said they to him again\ What did he to thee P 
how opened he thine eyes ? ^7 He answered them, I have 

told you alread}^, and ye did not hear : wherefore would ye 
hear it again ? ^ will ye also he his disciples ? ^8 [® Then~\ 

they reviled him, and said. Thou art his disciple ; but we 
are Moses’ disciples. We know that God ^ spake unto K’‘iViii. 4 h 
Moses : ^as for this felloio, p we know not from whence he fxvY'i’a!''' 
is. The man answered and said unto them, ^Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from JS:xLn: 
whence he is, and yet he [fhath^ opened mine eyes. 

Now we know that ‘‘God heareth not sinners: but if 

t render, So they (galled the second time. 

^ render, glory to God. * render, is a sinner, 

y render. Though a blind man, I now see. 

2 render, They said therefore. 

®' omitted hy several ancient authorities, 

^ render, would ye also become. 

® omit. ^ render, hath Spoken. 

® render, but as for this man. 

panied by a ciirsje, — and final exclusion, — tain but the reason of which it was for 
would be too harsh, and perhaps were not them to solve, tliat he, whom they all knew 
in use so early. Trench regards the reso- as a hlind man, now saw. 26.] They 

lution not as a token that the Sanhedrim perhaps are trying to shake his evidence, — 
had pronounced Him a false Clirist, but as or to make him state something which 
shewing that they forbade a private man to sliould bring out some stronger violation of 
anticipate their decision on this point by the sabbath. 27.] did not hear must 

confessing Him. But perhaps this may be be in its special meaning of ‘ did not heed 
questioned. 24. Give glory to God] it.’ The latter clause is of course ironical : 

not, ^Give God the praise’ (A. V.), i. e. ‘you seem so anxious to hear particulars 
‘ the glory of thy healing :’ for the Phari- about Him, that you must surely be in- 
sees want to overawe the man hy their tending to become His disciples.’ 
authority, and make him deny the miracle 29.] God hath spoken, not spake, is im- 
altogether. The words are a form of ad- portant ; it betokens the abiding finality of 
juration (see Josh. vii. 19), to tell the truth, God’s revelation to Moses, in their esti- 
q. d. ' Itemember that you are in God’s mation : as if they said, “ We stand hy God’s 
presence, and speak as unto Him.’ revelation to Moses.” from whence, — 

26.] The man shrewdly evades the infer- * whether from God or not.’ But see ch. 
ence and states again the simple fact. We vii. 27, 28, where a very diflerent reason is 
must render his words at the end of the given for disbelieving Him to be the Christ, 
verse, not** whereas I was blind, now I 30.] Why herein is &c. This well 

see,** as A. V. : but being a blind man, or expresses the sense of the original. The 
as in text, though a blind man, I now see. man takes what their words had conceded. 
The shrewd and na’ive disposition of the and proceeds to argue upon it. ye is 
man furnishes the key to the senigmatical emphatic : you, whose business it is to 
expression. He puts it to them as the pro- know such things. 31.] He expresses 
blem, the flict of which he knows for cer- a general popular conviction, that one whd 

O O 2 
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any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him 
he heareth. Since the world began ? was it not heard 
that ^ any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 
Hirer. 1 C. 33 8 jf j 32 an woro not of God, he could do nothing, 

trer.a. 34 ^hey answered and said unto him, ‘Thou wast alto- 

gether born in sins, and. dost thou teach us ? And they 
cast him out. 

33 Jesus heard that they had cast him out ; and i when 
he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on 
'"jwfivi’w God? 36 jJq answered and said, Who is he, 

Ksc!’ Lord, that I ^ might believe on him? 37 And'] Jesus 
xJh*! said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and ^ it is he that 
talketh with thee. 38 ^^d he said, Lord, I believe. And 
y ch.^v.^22^27. he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ^For judgment 
B ^ world, ^ that they which see not 

might see ; and that they which see might be made blind. 
^ And ^ some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 


R render, it was never heard. • 

^ render, for perspicuity, any one. 

i render, he found him, and said unto him. 


^ render, may. 

^ render, came I. 

could do these things, must be a pious 
man : and (ver. 32) very eminently so, 
since this miracle was unprecedented. 

83.] nothing, i. e. — nothing of this kind, 
much less such a thing as this. 34.] 

See on ver. 2. altogether, — deeply and 

entirely, ps thy infirmity proved. ‘ They 
forget that the two charges, — one that he 
had never been born blind, and so was an 
impostor, — the other, that he bore the mark 
of God’s anger in a blindness that reached 
back to his birth, — will not agree together.’ 
Trench. they cast him out : i. e. they 
excommunicated him ; see on ver. 22. It 
cannot merely mean, * they cast him out of 
the court,* as many, both ancient and mo- 
dem, interpret it : see next verse, where 
it would hardly be stated that Jesus heard 
of it, unless it had been some public formal 
act. 36.] ^Art thou he, whom our 

rulers have severely treated on account of 
thy belief in Jesus whom men call Christ ? 
Dost thou, even after this treatment, be- 
lieve on the Son of God ?’ Lampe. 

86. ] Tliis Son of God 8urY)a88es bis present 
comprehension ; and therefore, true to his 
simple and guileless character, he asks for 
further information about Him. 

87. ] These words. Thou hast both seen 
him, Ito. serve to remind the man of the 


^ omit. 

^ render, thoSG. 

benefit he has received, and to awaken in 
him the liveliest gratitude : compare Luke 
ii. 30. They do not refer to a former 
seeing, when he was healed : this was the 
first time that he had seen his Benefactor. 

39.] There seems to be an interval 
between the last verse and this, and the 
narrative appears to be taken up again at 
some subsequent time when this miracle 
became again the subject of discourse. 

The blind man had recovered sight 
in two senses, — bodily and spiritual. And 
as our Lord always treats of the spiritual 
as paramount, including the bodily, so here 
He proceeds to speak of spiritual sight. 

‘We are all, according to the spirit 
of nature, no better than persons born 
blind; and to know and confess this our 
blindness, is our first and only true sight, 
out of which the grace of the Lord can 
afterwards bring about a complete receiving 
of sight. The “ becoming blind,** on the 
other hand, is partly an ironical expression 
for remaining blind, but partly also has a 
real meaning in the increasing darkening 
and hardening which takes place through 
unbelief.’ Stier. they which see here, 
answer to *Hhey which are whole** and 
**the righteous** of Matt. ix. 12, 13; see 
note there. 40.] They ask the ques- 
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these words, ^and said unto him, Are we blind also? » Rom. ii.i9. 

Jesus said unto them, ^If ye were blind, ye ^ sJiould have i)ch.3:v.22,24 
no si^j : but now ye say, We see ; therefore your sin 
remaineth. X. ^ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth 
up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of 
the sheep. ^ To him the porter openeth ; and the sheep 

® render^ WOuld not have. 


tion, not understanding the words of Jesus 
in a bodily sense, but well aware of their 
meaning, and scornfully rejoining, ‘ Are 
then we meant by these blind, wc, the leaders 
of the people ?’ 41.] 17ie distinction 

in expression between the two clauses must 
be carefully borne in mind. Our Lord is 
referring primarily to the unbelief of the 
Pharisees and their rejection of Him. And 
He says, ' If ye were really blind (not, 
* confessed yourselves blind ye would not 
have incurred guilt ; but now ye say, “ We 
see ye believe ye have the light, and 
boast that ye know and use the light ; and 
therefore your guilt abideth, remaineth on 
you.' Observe there is a middle clause 
understood, between ‘ ye would never have 
incurred guilt/ and 'your guilt remaineth / 
and that is, *ye have incurred guilt which 
makes it necessary to take the words, ye say, 
we see, as in a certain sense implying that 
they really did see : viz. ‘ by the Scriptures 
being committed to you, by God’s grace, 
which ought to have led you to faith in 
me.’ Chap. X. 1 — 21.] Of true and 
false shepherds. Jesus the good Shepherd. 
This discourse is connected with the pre- 
ceding miracle; and the conduct of the 
Pharisees towards the man who had been 
blind, seems to have given occasion to this 
description of false shepherds, which again 
introduces the testimony of Jesus to Him- 
self as the true Shepherd. So that, as 
Meyer remarks, the paragraph should begin 
at ch. ix. 35. The more we study carefully 
this wonderful Gospel, the more we shall 
see that the idea of this close connexion is 
never to be summarily dismissed as ima- 
ginary, and that our Evangelist never 
passes without notice to an entirely different 
and disjointed occurrence or discourse. See 
on the whole subject of the parable, Jer. 
xxiii. 1 — 4 ; Ezek. xxxiv. ; Zech. xi. 4 — 17. 

These opening verses (to ver. 5) set 
forth the distinction between false and 
true shepherds. Then (vv. 7, 8, 9) He 
brings in Himself, as the door, by which 
both sheph^ds and sheep enter the fold. 


Then (ver. 10) He returns to the imagery 
of the first verses, and sets forth Himself as 
THE Good Shephekd ; and the rest (to 
ver. 18) is occupied with the results and 
distinctions dependent on that fact. 

1. the sheepfold] The word thus rendered 
is described by the old writers as meaning 
a space walled round and open to the air : 
just answering, except in this being a per- 
manent enclosure, to our term fold. This fold 
is the visible Church of Ood, primarily, as 
His people Israel were His peculiar fold ; 
the possibility of there being other folds 
has been supposed to be alluded to in ver. 
16 : but see note there. The terms in 

this first part are general, and apply to 
all leaders of God’s people; in ver. 1, to 
those who enter that office without having 
come in by the door (i. c. Christ, in the 
large sense, in which the Old Testament 
faithful looked to and tr\isted in Him, as 
the covenant promise of Israel’s God) ; and 
in ver. 2 to those who do enter this way ; 
and whosoever does is the shepherd of the 
sheep (not emphatic — not, " the Good 
Shepherd,*’ as below, ver. 11, but here it 
is merely predicated of one who thus 
enters, that he is the shepherd of that par- 
ticular fold : it is the attribute of a shep- 
herd thus to enter). The sheep, 

throughout this parable, are not the min- 
gled multitude of good and bad ; but 
the real sheep, the faithful, who are, what 
all in the fold should be. The false sheep 
{goats. Matt. xxv. 32) do not appear ; for 
it is not the character of the flock, but 
that of the shepherd, and the relation be- 
tween him and his sheep, which is here 
prominent. 8.] Perhaps the porter 

(doorkeeper ; it is the same word as that 
used in ch. xviii. 16, Mark xiii. 34) should 
not be too much pressed as significant ; but 
certainly the Holy Spirit is especially He 
who opens the door to the shepherds ; see 
frequent uses of this symbolism by the 
Apostles, Acts xiv. 27 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 9 ; 

2 Cor. ii. 12 ; Col. iv. 3 ; — and instances of 
the Holy Spirit shutting the door, Acta 
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hear his voice : and he caUeth his own sheep byname, and 
leadeth them out. ^ [P And] when he putteth forth ^ /its 
own aheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow 
him : ^ for they know his voice. ^ * And a stranger will 
they not follow, but will flee from him : for they know not 
the voice of strangers. ® This ^ parable spake Jesus unto 
them : but they understood not what things they were 
which he spake unto them. ^ Then said Jesus unto 
them again. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door 
of the sheep. ® All that ever came before me are thieves 

P omit. 

^ For these words most of the ancient cmthorities read^ all his OWn I the 
Sinaitic M8. has merely^ his OWn. 

^ render, because. * render. But. 

t letter, allegory. ^ render. Therefore. 

xvi. 6, 7. the sheep hear his voice] narrative to set it forth ; and St. John 

The voice of every such true shepherd is relates no such. The right word here 
heard Oiceded, understood) by the sheep would be allegory. The original term, in 
(generally) : and he calls by name his oten its etymology, signifies, any saying di- 
sheep, that portion of the great fioek verging from the common way of speech, 
entrusted to him, and leads them out to We have other examples in cli. xv. 1 ft’, 
pasture, as his ofilce is. This distinc- and in Matt. ix. 37, 38. 7.] What 

tion between the sheep and his own sheep follows is not so much an exposition, as an 
has given rise to mistakes, from not ob- expansion of the allegory. The key 

serving that shepherd here is still in its to this verse is the right understanding 
mere general sense, and not spiritually of what went before. Bear in mind, that 
applied until ver. 7, or rather ver. 11 above, verses 1 — 5 were spoken of shepherds in 
It has been imagined that Christ is here general. But these shepherds themselves 
spoken of, and that therefore these two go into and out of the fold by the same 
descriptions of sheep must be different, and door as the sheep : and Christ is that 
so the whole exposition has been confused, door ; the Door of the sheep : the one 
Even Stier has fallen into this mistake, door both for sheep and shepherds, into the 
4.] When he has led forth to pasture fold, into God^s Church, to the Father. 
all his sheep (there shall not an hoof be 8.] I believe that the right sense of 

left behind), he goes before them (see “ the these words. All that ever came before me. 
Land and the Book,” p. 202, where there has not been apprehended by any of the 
is an interesting description of this follow- Commentators. First, they can only 

ing the shepherd) ; in his teacliing pointing be honestl}^ understood of time : all who 
out the way to them ; they follow him, be- came before me (not, * without regard to 
cause they know his voice; his words and me* nor ^passing by me as the door,* nor 
teaching are familiar to them. But ob- * instead (f me :* nov ‘ pressing before me* 
serve that the expression here becomes (ch. v. 7,) which would have been come** 
again more general; not Ms own sheep, not ** came :** nor “before taking the 
but the sheep as in ver. 3. The sheep trouble to find me, the door nor any 
know the voice of every true shepherd, other of the numerous shifts which have 
6.] So that the stranger is not the been adopted). What pretended teachers 
shepherd of another section of the flock, then came bfore Christ ? Remember the 
but an alien : the robber of ver. 1. Meyer connexion of these discourses. He has 
takes it as mei’ely meaning a stranger, one taught the Jews that Abraham and the 
who is not their shepherd : but this hardly prophets entered by Sim (ch. viii. 56) : but 
seems strong enough for the context. He has set in strong opposition to Himself 

$.] The word here rendered in the A. V. and His, them (these Jews) and their 
parable** is not exactly what is commonly father, the Devil (ib. ver. 44). Se was, as 
so called : not properly a parable : but rather Milton has it, ‘ the first thief who clomb 
a parabolic all^ry. ThQ parable requires into God’s fold;’ and all his/oilowers are 



4-12. 


ST. JOHN. 


655 


and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. ® ®I am»f iis«- 
the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall ^0 in and out, and find pasture. The thief cometh 

not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy : I * am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly, n ^ I am the good shepherd : the ^ 
good shepherd ^ giveth his life for the sheep. B\it he Ixxl 1 h 24. 
that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own i 
the sheep are not, ^seeth the wolf coming, and ‘^leaveth the 
sheep, and fleeth : and the wolf ^ catcheth them, and scat- 

* rendevy CamC. ^ rendeVy laycth doWU, as in ver^ 15, 

* render, beholdeth. ®’ render, teareth. 


here spoken of inclusively in the language 
of the allegory, as coming in by and with 
Jiim. His was the first attempt to lead 
human nature, before Christ came; be- 
fore the series of dispensations of grace 
began, in which pasture and life is offered 
to man by Him. Meygr understands 
the Pharisees, &c. who taught the people 
before Christ appeared as the Door of the 
sheep ; but this does not seem to reach 
the depth of the requirements of the say- 
ing. are, not were, because their es- 
sential nature as belonging to and being 
of the evil one is set forth, and the in- 
clusion of these pre.sent Pharisees in their 
ranks. but the sheep did not hear 

them . . . ] This of course cannot be un- 
derstood absolutely, — ‘ the sheep never for 
one moment listened to them;* but, did 
not listen to them in the sense of becoming 
their disciples eventually. So that the fall 
of our first Parents would be no exception 
to this ; whom of all men we must con- 
clude, by the continuing grace and mercy 
of God to them after that fall, to have been 
of His real sheep. And since then, the 
same is true ; however the sheep may for a 
while listen to these false shepherds, they 
do not hear them, so as to follow them. 
Those who do, belong not to the true flock. 

9.] expands and fixes ver. 7. 

There is no entrance for salvation into 
the church but by Me, whether it be for 
shepherd, or for sheep.” Erasmus. See 
Numb, xxvii. 16, 17. The sequel of the 
verse shews that this combined meaning is 
the true one. Meyer, who understands it 
all of shepherds alone, finds great difficulty 
in the interpretation of the latter words : 

shall go in and out before the sheep, and 
find pasture /or them,** is certainly a forced 
meaning. 10.] the gracious intent of 
the Saviour in this ; — to give life, and in 
abundance? Jhis verse forms the tran- 


sition from Him os the Door, to Him as 
the Shepherd. He is here set in opposition 
to the thief (see on ver. 8), and thus insen- 
sibly passes into the place of a shepherd, 
who has been hithei’to thus opposed. Then 
the words, that they might have life, bind 
on to those in the last verse, shall find 
paMure** — and that they might have it 
more abundantly : as if it had been said, 
not merely as a door to pass through, but 
actively, abundantly, to bestow abundance 
of life. We are thus prepared for — 

11.] the announcement of Himself as the 
GOOD Shepherd — the great antagonist of 
the robber — the pattern and He^ of all 
good shepherds, as he of all thieves and 
robbers : the Messiah, in His best known 
and most loving office : cf. Ezek. xxxiv. 
11 — 16, 23 ; xxxvii. 24, and Isa. xl. 11. 
But He is the good Shepherd in this verse, 
as having most eminently the qualities of a 
good shepherd, one of which is to lag down 
His life for the sheep. These words- here 
are not so much a prophecy, as a declara- 
tion, implying however that which ver. 15 
asserts explicitly. 12 .] The imagery 

is here again somewhat changed. The 
false sheifiierds are here compared to hire- 
lings, i. e. those who serve merely for gain ; 
the hireling who fulfils the character im- 
plied by the word. The idea is brought in 
by the words ** layeth down his life for the 
sheep,** which introduce the thought of 
a time of danger, when the true and false 
shepherds are distinguished. the 

wolf] The purposes of this wolf are the 
same as those of the thief in ver. 10, and in 
the allegory he is the same ; — the great 
Foe of the sheep of Christ. Liicke and 
De Wette deny this, and hold ^ any enemies 
of the theocracy’ to be meant; — but no 
deep view of the parable will be content 
with this, — see Matt. vii. 16, where the 
“ rawtnmg wolves ** are ** false prophets f 
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tereth the sheep : The hireling fleeth,’] because he is 

an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the 
d j Tim. 11 . 19. good shepherd, and ^ know my sheep, ® and am hnc^m of 
mine, ^As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
ech.xv.i3. Father : ®and I lay down my life for the sheep, And 

fiBa.ivi.8. f other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
gEzek^xxivii. also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; ^and 
iL 26 ^ there shall he ® one fold, and one shepherd, ^7 Therefore 

hi«a.m^ 7 . 8 , doth my Father love me, ^because I lay down my life, 
that I ^ might take it again, %No man taketh it from 
kdi'vi'ss ^ down of myself. I ^ have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again. ^ This com- 

^ omity with most of the ancient authorities. 

® Most of the ancient authorities ready and my sheep knoW me, 
d render y even as the Father knoweth me and I know the Father, 
dd rendery they shall become. 

® rendery one flock, one shepherd : see note, 

^ render, may. fif render, fcsf perspicuity, No One. 


the “ thieves and robbers ” of ver. 8 ; — and 
their chief and father would therefore be 
the wolf, just as our Lord is the Shepherd. 

14, 16.] The knowledge of His 
sheep here spoken of is more than tlie 
mere knowing by name ; it is a knowledge 
corresponding to the Father^s knowledge 
of Him ; — i. e. entire, perfect, all-compre- 
hensive : and their knowledge of Kim cor- 
responds to His of the Father, — i. e. is in- 
timate, direct, and personal : both being 
bound together by holy and inseparable 
Love. Beware of rendering the 

fonner clause of ver. 15, as in A. V., 
as an independent sentence, “ As my 
Father knoweth me, even so know I 
the Father:** it is merely the sequel to 
ver. 14, and should stand as in margin, 
as the Father knoweth me and 1 know 
the Father. the sheep] i. e. for 

those my sheep — not, for all ; that, how- 
ever true, is not the point brought out 
here : the Lord lays down His life strictly 
and properly, and in the depths of the di- 
vine counsel, for those who are his sheep, 
16.] The other sheep are the Oen- 
tiles ; — not the dispersion of the Jews, who 
were already in Gc^"s fold. By these won- 
derful words, as by those in Acts xviii. 10, 
and by the conclusion of Matt. xxv. (see 
notes there), our Lord shews that, dark 
and miserable as the Gentile world was. 
He had sheep even there. Observe they 
are not in other folds, but scattered ; see 
ch. xi. 62. Cf. also Eph. ii. 14 ff. 

I must bring . . . . ] i. e. in the purpose 


and covenant of the Father. The Lord 
speaks of His bringing them, and their 
hearing His voice ; meaning that His ser- 
vants in His name and by His power would 
accomplish this work. Admirably illustra- 
tive of the converse method of speaking, 
which He employs Matt. xxv. 40, 45. The 
one flock is remarkable — not one fold, as 
characteristically, hut erroneously ren- 
dered in A. V. : — not ONE FOLD, but ONE 
FLOCK ; no one exclusive enclosure of 
an outward church, but one flock, all 
knowing the one Shepherd and known of 
Him. On one shepherd, compare Heb. xiii. 
20. 17.] The speaking in allegories 

is now over, and He speaks plainly , — My 
Father. In this wonderful verse lies the 
mystery of the love of the Father for the 
Son; — because the Son has condescended 
to the work of humiliation, and to earn the 
crown through the cross (see Phil. ii. 8, 9). 
The that here is strictly of the ultimate 
purpose, in order that. 'Without this 
purpose in view,’ says Stier, ‘ the Death of 
Christ would neither be lawful nor pos- 
sible.’ 18.] The truth of this volun- 

tary rendering up was shewn by His whole 
sufferings, from the falling of His enemies 
to the ground in the garden (ch. xviii. 6) 
to His last words, I commend (render up) 
my spirit, Luke xxiii. 46 (see note there). 
His resurrection also was eminently His 
own work, by virtue of the Spirit of the 
Father dwelling in and Ailing Him ; the 
power in both these cases being the com- 
mandment, appointment, ordigahee of the 
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mandment ^have I received of mv Father. * There was ich.Tr1.4s: 

j . . . r 0 . * . ix. 16 . 

a divisioii therefore again among the Jews ^for these 
saying^. 20 many of them said, He hath a devil, 
and is mad ; why hear ye him ? Others said. These are 
not the words of him that hath a devil. “ Can a devil “ pJ°xcw;J?‘ 
® open the eyes of the blind ? o ch!^x. e, 7, 

^ A.nd it was at J ?rtisalem the feast of the dedication^ 
and it was winter. Jesus ^ walked in the temple 

Pin Solomon’s porch. Then came the Jews round about pActsm.n: 
him, and said unto him. How long dost thou ^ make us to 
doubt ? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. ^5 Jesus 
answered them, I told you, and ye ^believed not: ^ the . 
works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of 
me. 26 ^But 'ye believe not, V because ye are not of my 
8 heep[, ^as I said \into you^. 27 8 jjy sheep hear my « in- 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me ; 28 and I 


^ render, received I fijpm. i render, because of. 

^ render, Now it was the feast of the dedication at Jerusalem. 

^ render, Was Walking. 

^ render, hold our miiid in suspense. 

^ render, believe. ® render, Nevertheless. 

P render, for. ^ omitted in many ancient authorities. 


Pathcr, from the counsel of whose will the 
whole mediatorial office of Christ sprung : 
see ch. xii. 49. 19 — 21.] The con- 

cluding words bind this discourse to the 
miracle of ch. ix., though not necessarily 
in immediate connexion. 

22 — 39.] Discourse at the Feast of 
Dedication. It may be, that Jesus re- 
mained at, or in the neighbourhood of, 
Jerusalem during the interval (two months) 
between the Feast of Tabernacles and that 
of the Dedication. Had He returned to 
Galilee, we should have expected some 
mention of it. Still, by the words in 
Jerusalem, it would seem as if a fresh 
period and a new visit began; for why 
should such a specification be made, if the 
narrative proceeded continuously ? See on 
Luke ix. 51 ff. 22.] This feast had 

become usual since the time when Judas 
Maccabseus purified the temple from the 
profanations of Antiochus. It was held 
on Chisleu (December) 25, and seven fol- 
lowing days : see 1 Macc. iv. 41 — 59 ; 
2 Macc. X. 1—8. it was winter] The 
notice is inserted to explain to Gentile 
readers the reason of our Lord’s walking 
in Solomon’s portieo. This latter was on 
the east sidef the temple, called also by 


Josephus, ** the Fastern porch** He says 
that it was an original work of Solomon, 
which had remained from the former 
temple. 26.] He had often told them, 
in unmistakeable descriptions of Himself : 
see ch. v. 19 ; viii. 36, 56, 58, &c. &c. But 
the great reference here is to His works, 
as in ver. 37. 26.] The difficulty of 

the words as I said unto you is consider- 
able warrant for their genuineness : and 
they come much more naturally with this 
than with the following verse. 1 believe 
them to refer more to the whole allegory, 
than to any explicit saying of this kind ; 
and this is shewn to my mind by the fol- 
lowing words in ver. 27 : — the link be- 
tween the two, ‘ hut ye hear not my voice,* 
being understood. This was an obvious 
deduction from the allegory, and thus it 
might be said, as I said unto you.” This 
reference to the allegory some two months 
after it was spoken, has been used by the 
rationalists as an argument against the 
authenticity of the narrative. But, as 
Meyer observes, it in reality implies that 
the eonflict with the Jewish authorities is 
here again taken up after that interval, 
during which it had not broken out. 
27—29.] This leads to a further descrip- 
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tch, vl. 87 j 
xvli. 11, 12 : 
xviii. 9. 

u oh. xiv. 28. 
X ch. xvU. 2, 
6, &c. 


y oh. xvii. 11, 
22 . 

Z ch. vili. 69. 


a ch. V. 18. 


b 


PsA. IXIXU. 

6 . 


c ch. vi. 27. 
dch.iii. 17: 
V. 86, 37 s 
viii.42. 
e cli. V. 17, 18. 
ver. SO. 


give unto them eternal life ; and ^ they shall never perish, 
^ neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
29 u B ]\[y Father, ^ which ^ gave them me, is greate^ than 
all ; and ^ no man is able to pluck [* thern^ out of my 
Father’s hand. 30 y J and 7 my Father are one. 3i z Then 
^ the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 22 Jesus 
answered them, Many good works have I shewed you 
from my Father ; for which of those works ^ do ye stone me ^ 
33 The J ews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone 
thee not ; but for blasphemy ; and because that thou, being 
a man, ^ makest thyself God. 34< j eg^s answered them, 
^ Is it not written in your law, I said. Ye are gods ? 36 jf 

he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, 
and the scripture cannot be ^ broken ; 36 gay ye of him, 
®whom the Father hath'] sanctified, and ^ sent into the 
world, Thou blasphemest ; ® because I said, I am the Son 


^ render, and none shall. 

® Most of our ancient copies read, That which Siy Father hath given 
me is greater than all. 

t render, hath given. ^ render, none. 

* omit : not in the original* 7 render, thc. 

2 render, The Jews therefore. 

* render, are ye stoning me. ^ render, made void. 

® omit. 


tion of these sheep. The form of the 
sentence is a climax j rising through the 
words “I give” and ** out of my hand,** 
to ‘‘my leather which hath given them 
me,** and “ out of my Father’s hand** 
Then the apparent diversity of the two 
expressions, “ out of my hand** and “ out 
of my Father’s hand,** gives occasion to 
the assertion in ver. 30, that Christ and 
the Father are one; one in essence pri- 
marily, but therefore also one in working, 
and POWER, and in will. Notice, one is 
neuter in gender, not masculine : the 
Father and the Son are not personally 
one, but essentially. That the Jews un- 
derstood our Lord’s words to assert this 
essential unity, is plain from the next verse. 

31.] i. e. as having spoken blas- 
phemy, Levit. xxiv. 10 ff. 32.] See 

Mark vii. 37. from my Father, 

because (cf. vv. 37, 38) He Himself pro- 
ceeded forth from the Father, and the 
Father wrought in Him. have I 

shewed you, — because they were part of 
the manifestation of Himself as the Son of 
Gk>d. 38.] makest thyself Ood is 

equivalent to “making him^lf equal to 


God,” ch. V. 18. 34.] The word law here 

is in its widest acceptation, — the whole 
Old Testament, as ch. xii. 34 ; xv. 25. The 
Psalm (Ixxxii.) is directed against the in- 
justice and tyranny of judges (not, the 
Gentile rulers of the world, nor, the angels) 
in Israel. And in the Psalm reference is 
made by “ I have said ” to previous places 
of Scripture where judges are so called, viz. 
Exod. xxi. 6 ; xxii. 9, 28. 35.] unto 

whom the word of Ood came, i. e. to whom 
God (in those passages) spoke. The 
expression, and the scripture cannot be 
broken (which is not a parenthesis, but 
constructionally part of the sentence, de- 
pending on if), implies, ‘ and if you cannot 
explain this expression away , — if it cannot 
mean nothing, — for it rests on the testi- 
mony of God’s word,’ — 36.] The 

argument is from the greater to the less. 
If in any sense they could be called gods,— • 
how much more properly He, whom &c. 
They were only officially so called, only 
called gods — ^but He, the only One, sealed 
and hallowed by the Father, and sent into 
the world (the time referred to, in sanctified 
and sent, is that of the Iiysdrnation), is 
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of God? 37 f If I do not the works of my Father, believe fch.xv. 24 . 
me not. 38 53 ^^ if I d dOy though ye believe not me, 

^believe the works: that ye may ^knoWy and helievcy ^'that 
the Father is in me, and I in him. 39 i Therefore they xyii?2i. 

sought again to take him; ^hut he escaped out of their 
hand, ^ and went away again beyond Jordan into the 
place ^ where John at first baptized ; and there he abode, kch.i. 28 . 

And many ? resorted unto him, and said, ^ John did no 
miracle; ^but all things '^that John spake of this man 1 ch. m. so. 
were true. And many believed on him there. “xf 

XI. 1 ^ Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, 

1 of Bethany y the toicn of ^ Mary, and her sister Martha. [ a®- ! 

• ^ ' b Matt. xxvi. 7. 

^ ^ It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with oint- Eils!' 


® read and render^ perceive and knoW. 
S reader, Came, 
i render, whatsoever. 

^ render, from Bethany, of the town. 


^ render, do them. 

^ render, and he passed. 

^ render, John indeed. 

^ render, But. 

essentially God, inasmuch as rie is the Son 
of God. The deeper aim of this argu- 

ment is, to show them that the idea of man 
and God being one, was not alien from 
their Old Testament spirit, hut set forth 
there in types and shadows of Him, the real 
God-Man. Observe ye, set in empha- 
tic contrast to the authority of Scripture, 
— as whom the Father sanctified'* . . . 

is to “them to whom the word of God came** 
above. 37, 38.] Having put the 

charge of blasphemg aside, our Lord again 
has recourse to the testimony of His works, 
at which He hinted ver. 32 ; and here, to 
their character, as admitted by them in 
ver. 33. ‘ If they bear not the character 

of the Father, believe Me not : but if they 
do (which even yourselves admit), though 
ye may hate and disbelieve Me, recognize 
the unquestionable testimony of the works ; 
— that ye may be led on to the higher 
faith of the unity of Myself and the Father.’ 

that ye may perceive and know] 
The former of these is the introductory act, 
the latter the abiding state, of the know- 
ledge spoken of. See further in the notes 
in my Greek Test. 39 .] The at- 

tempt to stone Him seems to have been 
abandoned, but (see ch. vii. 30) they tried 
again to take Him into custody ; and, as 
before. He (miraculously ?) withdrew Him- 
self from them. 

40 — 42 .] Jesus departs to Bethany he- 
yond Jordan, and is there believed on by 
many. 40 .] On Bethany beyond Jor- 
dan, see ch. i. 28 and note. 41 .] The 
locality remitK^ them of John and his tes- 


timony. The remark seems to have a 
double tendency : — to relate their now 
confirmed persuasion, that though John 
did not fulfil tluiir expectations by shewing 
a sign or working miracles, yet he was a 
true prophet, and really, as he professed, 
the forerunner of this Person, who in (;on- 
sequence must be, what John had declared 
Him to be, the Messiah. And (ver. 42) 
the result follow^cd : — many believed on 
Him. “ The word John repeated ver. 42, 
belongs to the simplicity of the speech, 
which is reproduced literally as spoken, and 
expresses the honour paid by the people to 
the holy man whose memory still lived 
among them.” Meyer. 

Chap. XI., XII.*] Jervs, deliveeed 

TO DEATH, THE KeSTJEKECTION, AND THE 

Life, and the Judgment. XI. 

1 — 44 .] The raising of Lazarus. On the 
omission of this, the chief of our Lord’s 
miracles, by the three other Evangelists, 
see the Introduction, ch. i. § v. 1. 

1. But] This conjunction here is not merely 
a w^ord of passage to another subject, but 
expresses a contrast to the sojourn in 
Pereea, and thus conveys the reason why 
our Lord’s retirement (see ch. x. 40) was 
broken in upon. Bethany is desig- 

nated as Hhe village of Martha and Mary,* 
to distinguish it from that Bethany be- 
yond Jordan, which has just been alluded 
to (not named, perhaps to avoid the con- 
fusion), ch. X. 40. Mary and Martha are 
mentioned as already well known from the 
current apostolic teaching (see Introduction, 
chap. V. § ii. 11). 2.] Another refer- 
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ment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was sick. ^ ^ ^Therefore his sisters sent unto him, 
saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest ip sick. 
^ When Jesus heard that, he said. This sickness is not 
®ver* 4 b?’ death, ®but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 

^ might be glorified thereby. ^ Now Jesus loved Martha, 
and her sister, and Lazarus. ® When he had^ heard 
(ich.x. 4 o. therefore that he was sick, P ^ he abode two days still in the 
same place where he was. 7 Then after that saith he to 
^ his disciples. Let us go into Judsea again. ® ^ His dis- 
ech.x. 81 . ciples say unto him, Master, ®the Jews ^ of late sought to 
stone thee ; and goest thou thither again ? ® Jesus 

fch.ii.4. answered. Are there not twelve hours in the day? ^If 
any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he 
gch.xii.35. seeth the light of this world. But ^ if a man walk in 
the night, he stumbleth, because ® there is no light in him. 

^ render, The sisters therefore. ^ render, may. 

® omit. P render, at that time he continued. 

^ render, the. ^ render. Were but now seeldng. 

* render, the light is not. 


ence to a fact which, as our Lord pro- 
phesied, was known wherever the Gospel 
was preached. This reference containing, 
as it does, the expression the Lord or our 
Lord, iinpljing, *as we all well know,' — 
is a striking illustration of that prophecy. 
St. John himself relates the occurrence, 
ch. xii. 3, being necessary for the course of 
his narrative. 3 .] The message (see 
vv. 21, 32) evidently was to request the 
Lord to come and heal him : and implies 
that the sickness was of a dangerous kind. 

4 .] The only right understanding 
of this answer, and our Lord's whole pro- 
ceeding here is, — that Se knew and fore- 
saw all from the first, — as well the ter- 
mination of Lazarus’s sickness and his 
being raised again, as the part which this 
miracle would bear in bringing about the 
close of His own ministry. is not 

unto death] Its result as regards Lazarus 
will not be death (see Matt. ix. 24 and 
parallel places, and notes) : — but (see ch. 
ii. 11 ; ix. 3) it has a higher purpose, — the 
glory of God ; — the glorification, by its 
means, of the Son of God. And this glori- 
fication — how was it accomplished ? By 
this miracle leading to Sis death, — which 
in St. John's diction is so frequently implied 
in the word glorification. It need hardly 
be remarked, with Olshausen and Trench, 
that the glorifying of the Son of God in 


Lazarus himself is subordinately implied. 
Men are not mere tools, but temples, of 
God. It is doubtful whether these 
words were the answer sent back to the 
sisters, or were said to the disciples. In 
either case, they evidently carried a double 
meaning, as again those in ver. II. 

6.] explains he whom thou lovest in ver. 3. 

6.] therefore connects with ver. 4, 
‘Having then said this, — although He 
loved, &c.. He abode,' &c. In all pro- 
bability Lazarus was dead, when He spoke 
the words ver. 4 ; — or at all events before 
the messenger returned. 7.] The ques- 
tion, why our Lord did not go immediately 
on receiving the message, is not to be an- 
swered by any secondary reasons, such as 
the trial of the faith of those concerned, or 
the pressing nature of His own ministry in 
Perma, — but by referring back to ver. 4, 
— ^because, for the glory of God, He would 
have the miracle happen as it did and no 
otherwise. 9, 10.] Our Lord’s answer 
is first general, vv. 9, 10, — then particular, 
ver. 11. Are there not twelve hours 
in the day ?] See on ch. ix. 4, where the 
same thought is expressed. But here it is 
carried further, — ‘ I have a fixed time 
during which to work, appointed me by my 
Father ; during that time I fear no danger, 
I walk in His light, even as the traveller 
in the light of this world by^ay : and (by 
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These things said he: and after that he saith unto 
them, Our friend Lazarus ^ sleepeth : but I go, that I may h so Dent, 
awake him out of sleep, Then said his disciples. Lord, 
if he ^ sleep, he ^ shall do well, Howbeit J esus spake of j coViv.^i 
his death : but they thought that he * had spoken of taking 
of rest in sleep. ^4. Then said y Jesus unto them plainly, 

Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I 
was not there, to the intent ye may believe ; nevertheless 
let us go unto him. * Then said Thomas, which is called 
Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we 
may die with him. 17 a Then when Jesus came, he found 
that he had lain in the grave four days already, Now 
Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs 


t render, is fallen asleep. 

^ render, was speaking. 

* render, Therefore. 

infercn(5e) ye too are safe, walking in tins 
light, which light to you is Myself, — walk- 
ing with Me: — whosoever walks without 
this light, — without Me, — without the light 
of the divine purpose illumining the path 
of duty, stumbles, — because he has no light 
in him.^ In him, for ^ the light of the body 
is the eye,^ and the light must be in us in 
order to guide us. Shut it out by blinding 
the eyes, and we are in darkness. So too 
of spiritual light. The twelve-hour 

division of the day was common among the 
.Tews by this time, being probably bor- 
rowed from Babylon. As the day in Pales- 
tine varied in length from 14h. 12m. in 
summer to 9h. 48m. in winter, these hours 
must also have varied considerably in 
length at the different seasons. I may 
remark that this verse refutes the fancy of 
Townson and others, that St. John adopts 
the so-called Asiatic method of reckoning 
time : see on ch. i. 40 ; iv, 6, al. 

11.] The special reason for going, which 
the disciples appear not to have borne in 
mind, having probably supposed from ver. 4 
that Lazarus would recover. Our 

friend] Bengel notices, with what con- 
descension our Lord shares the friendship 
with His disciples. And the word our 
gives a reason why they should go too. 

This term, is fallen asleep, might 
have recalled to three at least of the dis- 
ciples that other saying. Matt. ix. 24. But 
the former expression, is not unto death,'* 
had not been understood,— and that error 
ruled in their minds. 12. if he is 

fallen asleep] They evidently understand 
the sleep announced to them by Jesus as 
a physical ftict* and a token of a favourable 


^ render, will rcCOVCr. 
y render, Jcsus therefore. 
render. When therefore. 

crisis, and think that his recovery will pro- 
bably be the result. 16.] ‘‘ Notice 

that Jesus rejoices not over the sad event 
itself, but that He was not there, which 
might prove salutary to the disciples’ 
faith.” Meyer. The intent, [that] ye may 
believe, is not to be taken as the great end 
of the miracle (expressed in ver. 4), but 
the end as regarded them. nevertheless 
breaks oft‘ the discourse, implying that 
enough had been said. 16.] The 

meaning of Thomas, in the Aramaic, which 
was the dialect of the country, is the same 
as that of the Latin Didymus, viz. a twin. 

The remark means. Let us also go 
(with our Master), that we may die with 
him (not, with Lazarus, as Grot.). This is 
in exact accord with the character of 
Thomas, as shewn in ch. xiv. 5 ; xx. 25 ; — 
ever ready to take the dark view, but deeply 
attached to his Lord. 17.] Jesus re- 
mained two days after the receipt of the 
message : one day the journey would oc- 
cupy : so that Lazarus must have died on 
the day of the messenger’s being sent, and 
have been buried that evening, according 
to Jewish custom : see ver. 39, and Acts 
V, 6 — 10. 18.] The geographical no- 

tice is given, to account for the occur- 
rence detailed in the next verse. A fur- 
long, or stadium, was | of a Roman mile. 

Meyer remarks, that the use of 
the past tense, was nigh, does not neces- 
sarily imply that the places no longer 
existed when the Apostle wrote, but may 
arise from the word occurring in context 
with a history which is past. But seeing 
that 8t. John alone uses this form of desig- 
nation (compare ch. xviii. 1 ; xix. 41), and 
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off : and many of the Jews ^ came to Martha and Mary, 

to comfort them concerning their brother. 20 Then 
Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went 
and met him : but Mary ® mt still in the house. 21 Then 
said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. ^ But I know, that even now, 

ich.ix.8i. i whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. 

Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother shall rise again. 

Martha saith imto him, ^ I know that he shall rise again 
Vi’ 39. W, 44. in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto 
coLiii.^’®’ her, I am ^the resurrection, and the ™ life : he that 
believeth in me, though he ^ tvere dead, yet shall he 

1 John V. iiyg . 26 and t whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 

^ render, had COme. ® render, WaS sitting, 

d render. Nevertheless even now I know that. 

® render, have died. t render. Every one that. 

that he probably wrote after the destruction Lord to contain no allusion to the imme- 
of Jerusalem, it is more natural (as Meyer diate restoration of Lazarus; but to be 
himself confesses) to explain the past tense designedly used to lead on to the requisite 
by his regarding Jerusalem and its neigh- faith in her mind. 24.] She under- 

hourhood as laid waste at the time when stands the words rightly, hut gently repels 
he published his Gospel. 19.] Lightfoot the insufficient comfort of his ultimate 
gives an account of the ceremonies prac- resurrection. 25, 26.] These words, 

tised during the thirty days of mourning, as Stier observes, are the central point of 

20. ] The behaviour of the two the history ; the great testimony to Him- 
sisters is quite in accordance with their self, of which the subsequent miracle is 
character, Luke x. 38 — 42 ; and thus we the proof. The intention of the saying 
have a most interesting point of connexion seems to have been, to awaken in Martha 
between two gospels so widely various in the faith that He could raise her brother 
their contents and character. Stier thinks, from the dead, in its highest and proper 
as also Trench, that Mary did not hear form. This He does by announcing Him- 
of the approach of Jesus, and that we self (it is the expressed emphatic personal 
must not bring the characters to bear on pronoun, — I, and no other . . .) as ‘ the 
this case. But this is at least questionable. Reshrkection ' (meaning, — that resur- 

21. ] This saying has evidently been rection in the last day shall be only hy my 

the leading thought of the four days since Power, and therefore I can raise now as 
their brother's death. Mary repeats it, well), and more than that, the Life 
ver. 32. 22.] She seems to express itself : so that he that believeth in me 

gome expectation of the raising of her (i. e. Lazarus, in her mind), even though 
brother; but it is too great a thing for he have died, shall live; and he that 
her to venture to mention : — possibly she liveth (physically ; — ‘ is not yet dead *) and 
had not dared to form the thought fully, believeth in me, shall not die for ever- 
but had some vague feeling after help, more : i. e. ' faith in Me is the source of 
such as she knew He would give. I can life, both here and hereafter ; and those 
hardly see, as some have done, an unworthy who have it, have Life, so that they shall 
spirit in the form of her expression, in ver. keveh die ;* physical death being over- 

22. It was said in the simplicity of her looked and disregarded, in comparison with 
faith, which, it is true, was not yet a fully that wliich is really and only death. The 
ripened faith : but it differs little from our word liveth must be (against Lampe, 
Lord's own words, ver. 41. The repetition Olshausen, and Stier) taken of physical 
of the word God is to be noticed, as ex- life, for it stands opposed to though he 
pressive of her faith in the unity of pur- have died. he that believeth in me 

pose and action between Jesus and God. is the subject of both clauses ; in the for- 

23.] I believe these words of our mer it is said that he **tJt^o%gh he have 
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fir never die. Believest thou this ? ^7 She saith unto him, Yea, 

Lord: ® I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, 
which ^should come into the world. 28 when she had 
so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister 
secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth 
thee. 29 goon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and 
came unto him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the 
to\\TL, but was in that place where Martha met him. 

P The Jews then which were with her in the house, and pver.io. 
'^comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, ^saying, She goeth 
unto the grave to weep there. 32 m Then ivhen Mary was 
come where Jesus was, and saw him, fell down at 

his feet, saying unto him, ^Lord, if thou hadst been here, qver. 21 . 

S or, not die for evermore. 

render, is to COme. ^ omit. 

^ render, Were comforting. 

1 Many of our ancient authorities read, thinking. 

“ render, Mary therefore, when she came. 


died, shall lire in the second, that he 
living and believing, shall never die** 
Olshausen’s remark, that living and dying, 
in the second clause, must both he physical, 
if one is, is wrong ; the antithesis consist- 
ing, in both clauses, in the reciprocation 
of the two senses, physical and spiritual ; 
and serving in the latter clause, as a key 
hereafter to the condition of Lazarus, 
when raised from the dead. There 

can hardly be any reference in ver, 2G to 
the state of the living faithful at the 
Lord*s coming (1 Cor. xv. 51), — for 
although the Apostle there, speaking of 
believers primarily and especially, uses the 
first person, — the saying would be equally 
true of unbelievers, on whose bodies the 
change from the corruptible to the incor- 
ruptihle will equally pass, and of whom the 
** shall never die** here would be equally 
true, — whereas the saying is one setting 
forth an exclusive privilege of the man 
that liveth and believeth on me. Besides, 
such an interpretation would set aside all 
reference to Lazarus, or to present cir- 
cumstances. • 27.] Her confession, 

though embracing the great central point 
of the truth in the last verse, does not 
enter fully into it. Nor does she (ver. 40) 
seem to have adequately apprehended its 
meaning. “That He spoke great things 
about Himself, she knew : but in what 
sense He spoke them, she did not know ; 
and therefo*’e when asked one thing, she 


replies another.^^ Euthymius. I — em- 

phatic ; I for my part : and the word 
believe is in the original in the perfect 
tense, “ have believed and continue to 
believe:** i. e. * have convinced myself, 
and firmly believe.* 28.] Her calling 

her sister is characteristic of one who (as in 
Luke X, 40) had not been much habituated 
herself to listen to His instructions, but 
knew this to be the delight of Mary. 
Besides this, she evidently has hopes 
raised, though of a very faint and indefi- 
nite kind. secretly] “Lest the Jews 
who were present should know it, and 
should perhaps give information against 
Him to those who were conspiring against 
His life.’' Euthymius. This fear was 
realized (ver. 46). calleth thee] 

This is not recorded. Stier thinks that 
the Lord had not actually asked for her, 
but that Martha sees such an especial fit- 
ness for her hearing in the words of vv. 
25, 26, that she uses this expression. But 
is it not somewhat too plainly asserted, to 
mean only calling by inference ? Surely, 
W'e must regard Martha’s words as proving 
it to have been a fact. 81.] to weep 

there— as is the custom even now in the 
East : see an aflecting account in Lamar- 
tine’s Pilgrimage to the Holy Ijand, English 
translation, vol. ii. pp. 76 — 78. 

82.] The words of Mary arc fewer, and her 
action more impassioned, than those of her 
sister : she was perhaps interrupted by the 
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my brother had not died. When Jesus therefore saw 
her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he ® groaned in the spirity and teas troubled, and said, 
Where have ye laid him? They said unto him^ Lord, 
r Luke III. 41. come and see. Jesus wept. V Then said the Jews, 
Behold how he loved him ! ^7 q jind some of them said, 

Bch.ix.6. Could not this man, ® which opened the eyes of ^ the blind, 
have caused * that even this man should not have died P 
J esus therefore again ^ groaning in himself cometh to the 

0 render, was greatly moved in spirit, and troubled himself. 

P render. The J eWS therefore said. ^ render, But. 

r render, the blind man. ® render, also that, 

t render, greatly moved within himself. 


arrival of the Jews: cf. ver. 83. 

33.] In explaining this difficult verse, two 
things must be borne in mind : (1) that 
the word rendered hy the A. V. groaned ** 
can hear but one meaning,— the expres- 
sion of indignation and rebuke, not of sor- 
row. This has been here acknowledged 
hy all the expositors who have paid any 
attention to the usage of the word. (2) 
That both from the words, ** When Jesus 
saw her wee'pingf Ac., — from the expres- 
sion he troubled himself, and from ver. 
35, — the feeling in the Lord was clearly 
one of rising sgnipathy, which vented itself 
at last in tears. These two things being 
premised, I think the meaning to be, that 
Jesus, with the tears of sympathy already 
rising and overcoming His speech, checked 
them, so as to be able to speak the words 
following. I would understand the words 
as expressing the temporary check given 
to the flow of His tears, — the effort used to 
utter the following question. And 1 would 
thus divest the self-restraint of all stoical 
and unworthy character, and consider it as 
merely physical, requiring indeed an act 
of the will, and a self-troubling, — a com- 
plication of feeling, — but implying no de- 
liberate disapproval of the rising emotion, 
which indeed immediately after is suffered 
to prevail. Wliat minister has not, when 
burying the dead in the midst of a weep- 
ing family, felt the emotion and made the 
effort here described ? And surely this was 
one of the things in which He was made 
like unto His brethren. Thus Bengel : 
“ Jesus for the present austerely repressed 
his tears, and presently, ver. 38, they 
broke forth. So much the greater was 
their power, when they were shed.” 
Meyer's explanation deserves mention : 
that our Lord was indignant at seeing the 
Jews, His bitter enemies, mingling their 


hypocritical tears with the true ones of the 
bereaved sister. But, not to say how 
unworthy this seems of the Person and 
occasion, the explanation will find no 
place in ver. 38 : for surely the question 
of the Jews in ver. 37 is not enough to 
justify it. ftcill perhaps, any contribution 
to the solution of this difficult word is not 
to be summarily rejected. in spirit, 

here, corresponds to “ within himselff* ver. 
38. Indignation over unbelief, and 

sin, and death the fruit of sin, doubtless 
lay in the background ; but to see it in 
the words (with Olsh., Stier, and Trench) 
seems unnatural. troubled himself 

is understood by Meyer, and perhaps 
rightly, as describing an outward motion 
of the body, — He shuddered: and so 
Euthymius, “ He trembled, as is usual 
with those who are thus affected.” Cyril’s 
comment is to the same effect : that it was 
His divinity, rebuking, and in conflict 
with. His human feelings, which caused 
His frame to shudder. 35 — 38.] It is 

probable that the second set of Jews (ver. 
37) spoke with a scoffing and hostile pur- 
port : for St. John seldom uses but as a 
mere copula, but generally as expressing 
a contrast: see vv. 4-6, 49, 51. 

It is (as Trench remarks) a point of ac- 
curacy in the narrative, that these dwellers 
in Jerusalem should refer to a miracle so 
well known among themselves, rather than 
to the former raisings of the dead in 
Galilee, of which they probably may have 
heard, but naturally would not thoroughly 
believe on rumour only. Again, of raising 
Lazarus none of them seem to have thought, 
only of preventing his death. This 

second being greatly moved of our Lord 
I would refer to the same reason as the 
first. "He wept, as allowing nature to 
manifest herself : . . . . there^gain he re- 
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grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay ^ upon it. so Jesus 
^saidy Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of 
him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 
stinkefh : for he hath been [y dead'] four days. J esus 
saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God ? * Then 

they took away the stone from the place where the dead 
was laid]. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, 

I thank thee that thou hast heard me. ^ And I knew 
that thou hearest me always, but ‘ ® because of the people t cb. xii. so. 


^ render, against. ^ render, saith. 

y not expressed in the original. ^ render, So. 

omit. ^ render, Yet. 

® render, for the sake of the multitude. 


bukes the affections.*' Euthymius. Only 
he assigns a didactic purpose, to teach us 
moderation in our tears ; I should rather 
believe the self-restraint to have been ex- 
ercised as a preparation for wuiat followed. 

The caves were generally horizontal, 
natural or artificial, — with recesses in the 
sides, where the bodies were laid. There 
is no necessity here for supposing the 
entrance to have been otherwise than 
horizontal, as the word cave would lead 
us to believe. Graves were of both kinds : 
we have the vertically sunk mentioned 
Luke xi. 44. Coinpai’c Isa. xxii. 16; 2 
Chron. xvi. 14; 2 Kings xxiii. 16. 
Probably, from this circumstance, as from 
‘the Jews' coming to condole, — and the 
costly ointment (ch. xii. 3), — the family 
was wealthy. 39.] The corpse had 

not been embalmed, but merely ‘ wrapped 
in linen clothes with spices, as the manner 
of the Jews is to bury,' — see ch. xix. 40, 
and ver. 44 below. The expression, the 
sister of him that was dead, as Meyer 
remarks, notes the natural horror of the 
sister's heart at what was about to be 
done. There is no reason to avoid the 

assumption of the plain fact (see below) 
stated in by this time he stinketh. 1 can- 
not see that any monstrous character (as 
asserted by Olshausen and Trench) is given 
to the miracle by it ; any more than such 
a character can be predicated of restoring 
the withered hand. In fact, the very act 
of death is the beginning of decomposition. 
I have no hesitation, with almost all the 
ancient, and many of the best modern 
Commentators, in assuming her words as 
expressing a fact, and indeed with Stier, be- 
lieving them to be spoken not as a sup^ 
position, bui as a (sensible) fact. The 
VOL. I. 


entrances to these vaults were not huilt 
up, — merely defended, by a stone being 
rolled to them, from the jackals and beasts 
of prey. 40 .] 1 can hardly think she 
supposed merely that Jesus desired to 
look on the face of the dead; — she ex- 
pected something was about to be done, 
but in her anxiety for decorum (Luke x. 
40) she was willing to avoid the conse- 
quence of opening the cave. This feeling 
Jesus here rebukes, by referring her to the 
plain duty of simple faith, insisted on by 
Him before (in verses 25, 26 ? or in some 
other teaching ?) as the condition of be- 
holding the glory of God (not merely in 
the event about to follow, — for that was 
seen by many who did not believe, — but 
in a deeper sense, — that of the unfolding 
of the Resurrection and the Life in the 
personal being). 41 , 42 .] In the filial 
relation of the Lord Jesus to the Father, 
all power is given to Him : the Son can 
do nothing of Himself : — and during His 
humiliation on earth, these acts of power 
were done by Him, not by that glory of 
His own which He had laid aside, but by 
the mighty working of the Father in Him, 
and in answer to His prayer ; the dif- 
ference between Him and us in this respect 
being, that His prayer was always heard, 
— even (Hcb. v. 7) that in Gethsemane. 
And this, Thou hast heard me. He states 
here for the benefit of the standers-by, 
that they might know the truth of His 
repeated assertions of His mission from 
the Father. At the same time He guards 
this, ver. 42, from future misconstruction, 
as though He had no more power than 
men who pray, by I knew that Thou 
hearest me always ; — ‘ because Thou and I 
are One.' When He prayed, does not 
P r 
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whioli stand by I said it, that they ^ may beKeve that thou 
hast sent me. ^ And when he thus had spoken, he ® cried 
with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth, ^ And ^he that 
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with *gravc- 
uch.xx.7. clothes: and "his face was bound about with a napkin. 

Jesus saitli unto them. Loose him, and let him go. 
xch.^H.28iL 45 % Then many of the Jews, which came to Mary, ^ and 
had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 
^ But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, 
yps.il. 2. and told them what things Jesus had done. 47 yk Then 
xiv^‘“^Luke giithercd the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, 
z “! xit. 19. and said, ^ What ^ do we ? for this man doeth many 
Acts iv. 16. 48 If WQ let him thus alone, all men will believe 

on him : and the Romans shall come and take away both 

d render, might. ® letter, cried OUt. 

^ letter, the dead man. K render, Many therefore. 

^ render, thoSC which had COmC. ^ read, hO. 

^ render. Therefore. ^ render, are ^e doing, seeing that. 


appear. IVohably in Penea, hi'foro tlio 
declaration in ver. 4. 43.] Some sii])- 

pose that the revivification hud taken yilaeo 
lieforc the ]ireviouH thankH^nving of oiir 
Lord, — and tliat these worils were merely 
a summoning forth. Hut this is highly 
improbahle. The comparison of ch. v. 25, 
28, which are analogically applicable, 
makes it clear that they who have heard, 
•hall live, is the physical, as well as the 
spiritual order of things. To cry out, 
shont alovd, was not Ilis wont ; see Matt, 
xii. 19. Tills cry signified that greater 
one, which all shall hear, ch. v. 28. 

44 .] The word rendered grave- do theg is 
explained to mean a sort of hand, of rush 
or tow, used to swathe infants, and to hind 
up the dead. It does not appear whether 
the hands w’cro wound about each limb, as 
in the Egyptian mummies, so as merely to 
impede motion, — or were loosely w^rapjied 
round Ixith feet and both hands, so as to 
hinder any free movement altogether. The 
latter seems most probable, and has been 
supposed by many. Basil speaks of the 
hound man coming forth from the sepul- 
chre, as a miracle in a miracle : and 
ancient pictures represent l^azarus gliding 
forth from the tomb, not stepping : which 
apparently is right. The napkin, or 
handkerchief, appears to have tied up his 
chin. let him go, probably, to his 
home. 

45—^7.] The death op Jesits the 
X lPE OP THE WOaU). Consequences of 


the miracle. Meeting of the SanhedHraif 
and final determination, on the prophetic 
intimation of the High Priest, to put Jesus 
to death. He retires to Hphraim. 

46.] We must take care rightly to under- 
stand this. In the last verse, it is not 
many of the Jetvs which had come, but 
many of the Jews, viz. those which had 
come, many ... to wit, those that came.** 
All these believed on Him (see a similar 
case in ch. viii. 30 ff.). Then, some of 
them, viz. of those wdiich had come, and 
believed, went, &e. The but (see on ver. 
37) certainly shews that this was done with 
a hostile intent : not in doubt as to the 
miracle, any more than in the case of the 
blind man, ch. ix., but with a view to stir 
up the rulers yet more against Him. This 
Evangelist is very simple, and at the same 
time very consistent, in his use of par- 
ticles : almost throughout his Gospel the 
great subject, the manifestation of the 
Glory of Christ, is carried onward by then, 
or therefore, whereas but as generally pre- 
faces the development of the anta^nist 
manifestation of hatred and rejection of 
Him. If it seem strange that this hostile 
step should be taken by persons who be- 
lieved on Jesus, w e at least find a parallel 
in the passage above cited, ch. viii. 30 ff. 

48 .] They evidently regarded the 
result of ‘ all believing on Him,’ as likely 
to be, that He would be set up as king : 
which would soon bring about the ruin 
here mentioned. Augustine c understands 
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our place and nation. And one of them, named'] 
®Caiaphas, being \j^the] high priest that same~\ year, 
said Tjnto them, Ye know nothing at all, ^^^nor con- b4‘;ivii‘u4. 
sider that it is expedient for us, that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole nation perish 
not. And this spake he not of himself : but being 
high priest that year, he prophesied that J esus ® should 
die for P that nation ; and ® not for P that nation only, c lea. xUx. fl. 

/ * John il. J. 

° but that also he ^should gather together in one the 
children of God that ^ tcere scattered abroad. ® Then ’ 

from that day forth they took counsel together for to 

^ not expressed in the original^ 

^ omit : not in the original, which is the same as in ver. 51. 


0 render, WaS about tO dic. 

^ render, might. ^ render, 

it differently : that, all men being per- 
suaded by Him to pdiceful lives, they 
would liave no one to join tl^ein in revolt 
against the Homans ; but this seems forced: 
for no coming of the Romans would in that 
case be provoked. our place] not, the 
temple (the holy place. Acts vi. 13), but 
our place, as in reff. : i. e. our local hahi~ 
tafion, and our national existence. Roth 
these literally came to pass. Wliether 
this fear was earnestly expressed, or only 
as a covert for their enmity, does not 
appear. The word our is emphatic, de- 
tecting the real cause of their anxiety. 
Respecting this man’s pretensions, they 
do not pretend to decide : all they know is 
that if he is to go on thus, thetk standing 
is gone. 49 — 62.] The counsel is 

given in subtilty, and was intended by 
Caiaphos in the sense of political expe- 
diency only. But it pleased God to make 
him, as High Priest, the special though 
involuntary organ of the Holy Spirit, 
and thus to utter by him a prophecy of 
the death of Christ and its effects. That 
this is the only sense to bo given, appears 
from the consideration that the whole of 
verses 51, 52 cannot for a moment be 
supposed to have been in the mind of 
Caiaphas; and to divide it, and suppose 
the latter part to be the addition of the 
Evangelist, is quite unjustifiable, 
high priest that year] repeated again, ch. 
xviii. 13. He was High Priest during 

the whole Procuratorship of Pontius Pilate, 
eleven years. In the words that year, 

there is no intimation conveyed that the 
High Priesthood was changed every year, 
which it was not : but we must un- 
derstand the* vords as directing atten- 

P 


P render, the. 

are. ® render. Therefore. 

tion to * that {remark ahle) year* without 
any reference to time past or to come. 
That year of great events had Caiaphas 
as its High Priest. See on ver. 57. 

Ye know nothing at all] Probably various 
methods of action had been suggested. 

Observe people here, the usual term 
for the chosen people, and then nation, 
when it is regarded as a nation among the 
nations : compare also ver. 52. 
not of himself] i. e. not merely of him- 
self, but under tlie influence of the Spirit, 
who caused him to utter words, of the full 
meaning of which he had no conception. 

being high priest ... he prophesied] 
There certainly was a belief, j^robably 
arising originally from the use of tin; Urim 
and Thummim, that the High Priest, and 
indeed every j)riest, had some knowledge 
of dreams and utterance of prophecy. 
Philo the Jew says, “ A true yjriest is ipso 
facto a ])rophet.” That this belief existed, 
may account for the expression here ; 
which however does not confirm it in all 
cases, but asserts the fact that the Spirit 
in this case made use of him as High 
Priest, for this purjx)se, lliis confirms 
the above view of the words that year, 
here again reptjated. See on ver. 49. 
that Jesus was about to die ... ] the 
pur}K>rt (unknown to himself) of his pro- 
phecy. And the term the nation, is 
guarded from misunderstanding by what 
follows. the children of God] are 

those who are called by the same name iii 
ch. i. 12, the ^'ordained to eternal life** 
of Acts xiii. 48 (where see note), among 
all nations; compare ch. x. 16. 

68.] The decision, to put Him to death, 
is understood : and from tliat day they 
2 
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eoii.iT. 1 , 8 : put him to death. Jesus 'therefore walked no more 
openly among the Jews ; but went thence unto a country 
f«ee2Chron. near to the wilderness, into a city called ^Ephraim, 
gch. ii.is: and there continued with his disciples, s And the 

V. 1: vi. 4. 

Jews’ passoYer was nigh at hand: and many went out 
of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to 
hch.vii.il. purify themselves. ^^^Then sought they for Jesus, and 
spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple. 
What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 
57 Now hotii] the chief priests and the Pharisees had 
given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he 
were, he should shew it, that they might take him. 

XII. 1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to 
ach.xi.1,43. Bethany, ^ where Lazarus was which had been dead\ 
whom y he raised from the dead. ^ ^ There they inade him 
a m]p]}er ; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of 

^ omitted hy the most ancient authorities^ 

^ omitted hy several ancient authorities, 
y read, JeSUS. 

^ render, So they made him a supper there. 

plotted tliat they might slay Him (not, but ' &c. The former is in my view most 
/iow they might slay Him). 64.] Ob- probable; for the command having been 
serve the word Jews here, used as desig- given would satisfactorily account for the 
Hating the official body. He was still (|uestioiiing, and not be stated merely as 
among Jews at Ephraim. This city is co-ordinate with it. 
mentioned 2 Chron. xiii. 19 in connexion Chap. XII. 1 — 36 .] Prophetic anti- 
with Bethel, as also by Josephus. It was cipations op the Lord’s gloripioa- 
near to the wilderness, i.e. to the desert of tion hy death. 1 — 11 .] The arrival, 
Judah. Its situation is at present un- and anointing, at Bethany, according to 
known. Bobinson supposes it to be the the ordinary sense of the words, six days 
same with Ophrah (Josh, xviii. 23 : 1 Sam. before the passover, was on the eighth of 
xiii. 17 : not Judg. vi. 11, 24; viii. 27) the month Nisan, if the passover was on 
and Ephron of the 0. T. (2 Chron. xiii. 19), the fourteenth. That day was a Sabbath ; 
and the modern et-Taiyibeh, twenty Roman but this makes no difficulty, as we know 
miles from Jerusalem. 65.] The not from what point our Lord came, or 

words, the country, do not mean that whctlier He arrived at the commencement 
country, spoken of in the last verse, but, of the Sabbath, i. e. sunset, — or a little 
the country generally. They went up thus after, on Friday evening, from Jericho, 
early, that they might have time to purify 2. they made him a supper] 

themselves from any Lcvitical uncleanness. It is not said who. It was, from Matthew 
that they might be able to keep the Pass- and Mark, in the house of Simon the leper, 
over; see Num. ix. 10: 2 Chron. xxx. 17 : From Lazarus being there, and Martha 
Acts xxi. 24, 26 ; xxiv. 18. 67.] The serving, he may have been a near relative 

import of this verse depends on the inser- of theirs. See notes on Matthew, 
tion or omission of the ** hoth ** before Lazarus is mentioned throughout the in- 
** the chief priests. Without it, the verse cident, as forming an element in the 
is merely an explanation of the people’s unfolding of the hatred of the Jews which 
question, which was asked in consequence issued in the Lord’s death ; notice the 
of the order having been issued by the climax, from mere connecting mention in 
chief priests &c. : with it, it would mean, ver. 1, then nearer connexion in ver. 2, — 
'And beside, the chief priests’ &c. ; to his being the cause of the Jews flocking 
i. e. * not only did the people question, to Bethany in ver. 9) — and the joint object 
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them that sat at. the table with him. ^ Then took ^ Mary ^ 
a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed 
the fjet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair : and 
the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

^ Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's 
son,] which ^ should betray him, ^ Why was not Jhis 
ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor ? ® This he said, not ® that he cared for the poor ; 

but because he was a thief, and ® ^ had the bag, and ® hare « 29 . 
what was put therein. 7 Then said Jesus, ^ Let her alone : 
against the day of my burying hath she kept this. ^ p'or the 
poor always ye have with you ; but me ye have not always. 

^ Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was 
there : and they came not ^for Jesus' sake only, but that 

®' omit. ^ render, was about to. 

® render, because. ^ render^ kept. 

® render, took away. 

^ read, with most of the^ancient authorities. Let her alone, that she may 
keep it until the day of my burying. 

S render, On aCCOUIlt of JesUS. 


with Jesus of the enmity of the chief 
priests, in ver. 10. 3.] On spike- 

nard, see note on Mark. anointed the 
feet of Jesus] His head, according' to 
Matthew and Mark. See note on Luke 
vii. 38. 4 ] For Judas, we have 

“ His disciples/* Matthew, — some/* 
merely, Mark. See note on Matthew, ver. 
8. The clause, which was about to 
betray him, is not inserted, nor are any 
such notices in St. John, without signifi- 
cance. It has a material connexion with 
the narrative in hand. Only one with 
thoughts alien from Jesus could have 
originated such a murmur. And on the 
other hand, it may well be, as some have 
supposed, that by the rebuke of the Lord 
on this occasion, the traitorous scheme of 
Judas, long hidden in his inmost soul, 
may have been stimulated to immediate 
action. 6 . three hundred pence] 

Common (with the slight difference of the 
insertion of “ more than **) to our narra- 
tive, and Mark. The sum is about 9Z. 16^r. 
of our money. 6.] The word ren- 

dered bag originally signified a box in 
which to keep the reeds, or tongues, of 
wind instruments thus, generally, any 
kind of pouch, or money -chest, 
took away] The word may have the sense 
given in the A. V., ^^hare/* carried:** 
but it seems hardly possible, with St. John^s 
use of the sdn^e w'ord in the original in ch. 


XX. 15 before us (“ if thou hare home him 
hence **), altogether to deny that the sense 
of carrying off, i. e. purloining, may be 
here intended. Of this sense we have 
examples ; see my Gr. Test. And so this 
])lace was interpreted by Origen, Theophy- 
lact, and others. 7.] See note on 

Matt. XX vi. 12. To suppose that the oint- 
ment was a remnant from that used at 
the burial of Lazarus, is not only fanciful, 
but at variance with the character of the 
deed as apparent in the narrative. The 
common reading, “ against the day of my 
burying she hath kept this/* seems to be an 
adaptation to Mark xiv. 8, in order to 
escape from the difficulty of understanding 
how she could keep for His burial, what 
she poured out now. Meyer understands 
’ the words to apply to the remnant : but 
Luthardt rightly observes, that the his- 
tory clearly excludes the idea of a remnant. 
1 understand the words, which, like all 
our Lord’s anticipatory expressions, have 
something enigmatical in them, of her 
whole act, regarded as a thing past, but 
spoken of in the abstract, as to be allowed 
or disallowed : Let her keep it for the day 
of my burial : not meaning a futunre day 
or act, but the present one, as involving 
that future one. 8.] See note on 

Mark, vv. 7, 8. 9 ff.] Remember here, 

as elsewhere in John, the Jews are not 
the people, but the rulers, and persons of 
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they might see Lazarus also, ^whorn he had raised from 

eLukervi. the dead. ^o®But the chief priests consulted that they 

might put Lazarus also to death ; n ^because t^iat by 
reason of him many of the Jews '^went away, and believed 
on Jesus. 

On the next day much people that were come to the 
feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jeru- 
salem, took i branches of palm trees, and went forth to 
meet him, and cried, Hosanna, '^Blessed is the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord, And Jesus, 
1 when he had found a young ass, sat thereon ; as it is 

gZBCH.ix.9. written, « Fear not, daughter of Sion : behold, thy King 

li Luke xvlil, cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt, These things ^ under- 
ich'vii.89. stood not his disciples at the first: ^ but when Jesus was 
kch.xiv. 26 . glorified, ^then remembered they that these things were 
written of him, and that they had done these things unto 
him. 17 The ^people therefore that was with him when 
he called Lazarus out of his graved and raised him from 

^ render, Were going away and believing. 

1 render, the branches of the palm trees. 
render, Blessed is ho that cometh in the name of the Lord, the 
King of Israel. 

1 render, having fouild. “ render, multitude. 

repute : the representatives of the Jewish trees] The articles shew that the palm 
opposition to Jesus. 10,] consulted, trees were on the spot ; or perhaps that 

not, *came to a (formal) resolution^ but the custom was usual at such festivities, 
were in the mind, — had an intention : 14 — 16.] The Evangelist seems to 

see Acts v. 33; xv. 37. The chief suppose his readers already acquainted 
priests, named here and in ch. xi. 67, were with the circumstances of the triumphal 
of the sect of the Sadducecs ; and there- entry, and therefore relates it thus corn- 
fore disbelieved W\Ci fact of the raising of pendiously. The having found does 
Lazarus ; only viewing him as one whom not involve any discrepancy with the three 
it would be desirable to put out of the Evangelists, but is a compendious term, 
W'ay, as an object of popular attention in implying their details. 16.] The pro- 

connexion with Jesus. 11. were phecy is more fully cited by St. Matthew, 

going away (to Bethany)] The word 16.] Important, as shewing that 

contains in it the sense of mere falling this, and probably other prophetic cita- 
awag, viz. from under the hand and power tions under similar circumstances, were 
of the chief priests. the effect of the light poured into the 

12 — 19.] The triumphal entry into Je~ minds of the Apostles by the Holy Spirit 
rumlem. Matt. xxi. 1 — 17. Mark xi. 1 — after the Ascension. they had done 

11. Luke xix. 29 — 44. On the chro- these things unto him] viz. the going 

nolc^y, see note on Matt. xxi. 1. out to meet Him, strewing clothes and 

12. ] On the next day, i. e. on the ; branches in the way, and shouting ‘Ho- 

— see on vcr. 1. when they heard] sauna* before Him : also perhaps, the set- 
From the multitude who had returned ting Him on the ass, implied in the concise 
from Bethany, ver. 9. The order of the narrative. Notice the thrice-repeated 
narrative seems to require that these those things each time signifying **thi8 
people shordd have visited Bethany late on which was written hy the prophet/* “ the 
the Sabbath, after sunset, and the anoint- above citation/* 17.] The testimony 

ing. 12. the branches of the palm which they bore is given in Luke xix. 37, 



10—24. 


ST. JOHN. 


571 


tlie dead, bare ^record, this cause the iver.n. 

also met him, for that they heard that he had done this 
miracl^. The Pharisees therefore said among them- 
selves, “ Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing ? behold, the m ch. xi. 47, 48. 
world is ® gone after him. 

P And there ” were certain Greeks among them ® that n Acts xvU. 4, 

1 . lA All ^ King^s viii. 

came up to worship at the least : the same came there- 

fore to Philip, p which was ^0/ Bethsaida of Galilee, andp®^-^-^* 
desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. ‘ Philip 
cometh and telleth Andrew : ^ and again Andrew and Philip 
tell Jesus. ^ And Jesus answered them, saying, The 
hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, ^Except a ^ corn of wheat ncor.xv.ao. 

^ render, witneSS. render, multitude. 

® render, gone away. P render, NoW. 

^ render, from. 

^ read, Andrew and Philip come, and tell J esus. 

® render, But. • t render^ grain. 


38. 18.] I see no necessity for sup- 

IK)sing this multitude distincjt from that 
in the last verse. We have had no account 
of any multitude coming from Bethany 
with Him, nor does this narrative imply 
it ; and surely the multitude in the two 
verses must mean the same persons. The 
also here does not imply another multitude, 
but And on this account the multitude 
also went out to meet Him : i. e. their 
coming out to meet Him and tlieir tesiu 
mony on the Mount of Olives, had one and 
the same cause, — the raising of Lazarus. 

19.] The term gone away can hardly 
be altogether without allusion to the fact, or 
likelihood, of apostasy from Judaism, It 
is used to signify entire devotion to Him 
whithersoever He might lead them ; and 
thus implies escape and alienation from 
themselves. 

20 — 36.] Future spread of the 

KINGDOM OF GOD AMONG GENTILES FROM 
THE DEATH OF Jesus. Some Greeks 
desire to see Jesus. His discourse there^ 
upon, 20.] These Greeks were not 
Grecian Jews, — who would not have been 
so called : but Gentiles, ‘ proselytes of the 
gate,' who were in the habit of coming up 
to the feast ; see ch. vii. 35, and note : 
also Acts viii. 27. 21.] For what reason 

Philip was selected, it is impossible to say. 
Theform of his name is Greek, and may imply 
some connexion with Grecian Jews, who 
may have been friends or relatives of these 
Greeks. If they were from the neighbour- 
hood of BeWsalda, they would indeed have 


been familiar with the person of Jesus : — - 
hut what they here requested was evidently 
a private interview. 22.] Andrew 

(ch. i. 45) was of the same city as Philip : 
and this reason of Philip (!onferring with 
him is perhaps implied in the words which 
was from Bethsaida of Galilee. Bengel 
remarks on this touch of nature : “ wlien 
associated with liis companion, he makes 
bold, and does it." 23.] l)id these 

Greeks see (i. e. speak with) Jesus or not ? 
Certainly not, if I understand His discourse 
rightly. But they may have been present 
at, and have understood it. The substance 
of His answer (made to Philip and Andrew, 
not to the Greeks) is, that the time was 
now come for His glorification, which should 
draw all nations to Him ; — but that glo- 
rification must be accomplished by His 
Death. The very appearance of these 
Greeks is to Him a token that His glori- 
fication is at hand. Stier strikingly says, 
“ These men from the West at the end of 
the Life of Jesus, set forth the same as 
the Magi from theEast at its beginning ; — 
but they come to the Cross of the King, 
as those to His cradle** The rejection of 
the Jews for their unbelief is the secondary 
subject, and is commented on by the Evan- 
gelist, vv. 37— 43. 24.] Meyer thinks, 

that our Lord begins His declaration with 
the double asseveration verily, verily, on 
account of the slowness of the mind of the 
disciples to receive the announcements of 
His Death. But St. John always uses 
“verily, verily." The grain of wheo^t 
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fall into the ground and die, it abideth ^ alone : but if it 
« J»**^* *®= die, it bringeth forth much fruit. ^6 s loveth his 

Sf" L^ke * life shall lose it ; and he that hateth his * life this 
88^ ‘ ’ world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 jf ^ny man 

tch. xiv.3: serve me, let him follow me ; and ‘ where I am, there shall 
1 Ttiess. iv. also my servant be : if any man serve me, him will 7 my 
uMatt.xxvi. Father honour. 27 u goxil troubled ; and what 

shall I say ? Father, save me from this hour: *but for 
this cause came I unto this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy 
X Matt. lii. 17. name. ^Then came there a voice from heaven, \fsaymgj~\ 

^ render, by itself alone. 

* render^ SOul : the same word is thus rendered in rer. 27. 


y render, the. ^ 

not expressed in the original. 

perishes, and not apparent (as the seeds 
of dicotyledonous plants are) in the new 
plant : — see 1 Cor. xv. 36. The saying is 
more than a mere parabolic similitude : 
the divine Will, which has fixed the law 
of the springing up of the wheat-corn, has 
also determined the law of the glorification 
of the Son of Man, and the one in analogy 
with the other : i. e. both through Death. 
The symbolism here lies at the root of that 
in ch. vi., where Christ is the Bread of 
life. it abideth by itself alone, with 
its life uncommunicatid, lived only within 
its own limits, and not passing on. 

25.j And this same divine Law prevails 
for the disciples, as well as for their Master; 
— see Matt. x. 39 and note. But the 
saying here proclaims more plainly its 
true extent, — by its immediate connexion 
with ver. 24 and by the words, unto life 
eternal. The word soul (or, life, 

but here better, soul) is not really in a 
double sense ; as the wheat-corn retains its 
identity, though it die, so the soul: so 
that the two senses are, in their depth, but 
one. Notice, that the soul involves the 
life in both cases, and must not be taken 
in the present acceptation of that term. 

26.] Connexion : — The ministering to, 
or intimate union with, Christ (the position 
of Philip and Andrew and the rest, and 
that into which these Greeks seemed de- 
sirous to enter) implies following Him, — 
and that, through tribulation to glory. 

where I am] The word refers, not 
to the place of our Lord at that moment, 
but to His essential, true place, i. e. (ch. 
xvii. 24) in the glory of the Father, 
him will the Father honour] By glorifying 
him in My glorification, ch. xvii. 

27.] Bengel observes that the horror of 
death and the ardour of obedience were in 


render, but yct, or, nevertheless. 


conflict. And to express both these together 
in human speech was impossible : therefore 
our Lord exclaims. What shall I say 1 
The following words. Father, save me 
from this Lour, must not be taken in- 
terrogatively, as if our Lord were doubt- 
ing whether to say them or not : for 
thus the whole sense is destroyed, besides 
the sentiment being most unworthy of 
Him who uttered it. The prayer is a 
veritable prayer ; and answers to the pro- 
phetic Messianic prayers in the Psalms, 
which thus run — ‘My soul is troubled; 
Lord, help me* (Ps. Ixix. 1; .vl. 12, 13; 
XXV. 17 ; vi. 3, 4, al.) ; and to that prayer 
afterwards in Gethsemane, Matt. xxvi. 39. 

for this cause] The misunderstand- 
ing of these words has principally led to 
the erroneous punctuation just noticed, 
for this cause really means, “ in order that 
I may be saved from this hour i. e. ‘I 
came to this hour for this very purpose, — 
that I might be safe from this hour :* i. e. 
‘ the going into, and exhausting this hour, 
this imp, is the very appointed way of my 
glorification! This interpretation does 
not, as Luthardt says, fall if we give up 
the interrogative punctuation of the pre- 
vious clause, but holds equally good when 
that is relinquished. The other interpre- 
tation of the words for this cause, that 
of Meyer and others, is, that Thy Name 
may he glorified. But surely this is to do 
violence to the order of thought. This 
particular does not come in till the next 
clause, and cannot without an improbable 
transposition be drawn into this. 28.] 

The glorifying the Name of the Father 
can only take place by the glorification of 
the Son ; and this latter only by His death : 
so that this is the ‘ ardour of obedience ' 
triumphant. a voice from heaven] This 



j35-32. 


ST. JOHN. 


573 


I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 2® The 
"^people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it ImmI!'!*!; 
thundaped : others said. An angel ® »pake to him. Jesus 

, o -L xiv. 80 : xvi. 

answered and said, ^ This voice came not ^ because of me, 
but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world : 
now shall ^ the prince of this world be cast out. And I, 14 : 

® if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw ^all men imto Hebl'u.'o!*' 

^ render, multitude. ® render, hath Spoken. 

^ render, for my sake. 


‘ voice ’ can no otherwise be understood, 
than as a plain articulate sound, miracu- 
lously spoken, heard by all, and variously 
interpreted. So all the ancients, and the 
best of the modern expositors. On the 
saying of the crowd (ver. 29) has been 
built the erroneous and unworthy notion, 
that it was only thunder, but understood 
by the Lord and the disciples to mean as 
here stated. I have glorified it] In 
the manifestation hitherto made of the 
Son of God, imperfect as it w%s (see Matt, 
xvi. 16, 17) ; in all Old Testament type 
and prophecy ; in Creation j and indeed 
before the world was made. The word 
again here implies no mere repetition, but 
an intensification, of the glorification a 
yet once more : and this time fully and 
finally. 29.] Some heard loords, but 
did not apprehend their meaning; others 
a sound, but no words. I should rather 
believe this difference to have been pro- 
portioned to each man’s inner relation to 
Christ, than fortuitous. 30.] The 

voice had been heard by those, who did 
not apprehend its meaning, as thunder. 
But the words, this voice, could not by any 
possibility have been said to them, if it 
had only thundered. Our Lord does 

not say that the assurance was not made 
for His sake : — He had prayed, and His 
prayer had been answered : — but that it 
had not been thus outwardly expressed 
for His, but for their sake. This is like- 
wise true in the case of all testimonies to 
Him; and especially of those two other 
voices from heaven, — at His Baptism and 
Hfe Transfiguration. Those addressed 

in the words, for your Bakes, are the 
whole multitude, not merely the disciples. 
All heard, and all might han^e understood 
the voice : see ch. xi. 42. 31.] AU 

this is a comment on the declaration, that 
the hour was come, ver. 23 : and now a 
different side of the subject is taken up, 
and one having immediate reference to the 
occasion : viz. the drawing of the Gentile 
world to Him. Now . . . now] He 

speaks of rfimself as having actually en- 


tered the hour of His passion, and views 
the result as already come. the 

judgment of this world is not, as Chrysos- 
tom, Augustine, and others think, ‘ the 
deliverance of this world from the devil ; ’ 
— nor, ^decision concerning this world,’ 
who is to possess it (Bengel) : — but (seech, 
xvi. 11) judgment, i)r()perly so called, the 
work of the Spirit who was to come, on 
the world, of which it is said that “ the 
whole ivorld lieth in wieJeedness {the wieJeed 
one),'* 1 John v. 19. the prince of 
this world] The ‘‘prince of the age" of 
the Jews, Satan, the “god of this world ” 
of 2 Cor. iv. 4 : see also Eph. ii. 2; vi. 12. 
Observe it is shall be cast out, not “is 
cast out,” because the casting out shall be 
gradual, as the drawing in the next verse. 
But after the death of Christ the casting 
out began, and its firstfruits were, the 
coming in of the Gentiles into the Church. 

32. if I be lifted up] See the 
references. Here there is more perhaps 
implied than in cither of those places : 
viz. the Death, with all its consequences. 
The Saviour crucified, is in fact the 
Saviour glorified ; so that the exalting to 
God’s right hand is set forth by that 
uplifting on the Cross. There is a fine 
touch of pathos, corresponding to the 
feeling of ver. 27, in the words, if I be 
lifted up. The Lord Jesus, though know- 
ing that the lifting up would really take 
place, yet in the weakness of His humanity, 
puts Himself into this seeming doubt, ‘ if 
it is so to be:’ cf. Matt. xxvi. 42. All 
this is missed by the shallow and un- 
scholarlike rendering “when I shall be 
lifted up,” which the original will not 
bear. will draw all men unto me] 

By the diffusion of the Spirit in the 
Church : manifested in the preaching of 
the Word mediately, and the pleading of 
the Spirit immediately. Before the glori- 
fication of Christ, the Father drew men 
to the Son (see ch. vi. 44 and note), but 
now the Son Himself to Himself. Then 
it was, ‘*no man can come except the 
Father draw him : ” now the Son draws 
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cch.xvui. 82 . S3® This he said, signifying death he should 

34 The ^people answered him, ^"We have heard 
out of the law that H Christ abideth for ever: ai;vd how 
2^ Daniil.' sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is 
Son of man? 35 ii Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a 
while ®is the light with you. ^Walk while ye 
fj^r^xm ie. have the light, ^lest darkness come upon you : ®ffor he that 
^I’johuSii walketh in ^darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

33 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may 


h Luke xvi. 8. 

V. 8. 

1 ThcHS. V. 5. 
1 John ii. 9, 
10 , 11 . 

i ch. vili. 69 : 
xi. 64. 


he the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and 
departed, and * did hide himself from them. 

37 But though he had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not on him : 38 that the saying of 
Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake. 


® render^ myself. 

^ render, by what manner of death : see cA. xix. 32, xxi. 19. 

render, multitude. S render, the Christ. 

^ render, Jesus therefore. 
i render, that darkness overtake you not. 

^ render, the darkness. ^ render, become sons. 


all. And, to Ilimself, as thus uplifted, 
thus exalted ; — the great object of Faith : 
see ch. xi. 62. 33. by what manner 

of death] The words here can hardly 
point to more than the external circum- 
stances of His death. Some have found 
in the expression the whole consequences 
and character of His Death ; but see ch. 
xviii. 32. St. John does not say that 

this was all that the lifting up ** meant, 
hut that it was its first and obvious reference. 

34.] In such passages as Ps. Ixxxix. 
36, and perhaps cx. 4; Dan. vii. 13, 14. 

the law must be taken in its 
wider sense, as including the whole of the 
Old Testament : sec ch. x. 34. 

The actual words, the Son of man must 
be lifted up, had not been on this occasion 
used by Jesus; but in His discourse with 
Nicodemus, ch. iii. 14, and perhaps in other 
parts of His teaching which have not been 
recorded. who is this Son of man ?] 

They thought some other Son of Man, 
not the Messiah, was meant ; because this 
lifting up (which they saw implied taking 
awa^ was inapplicable to their idea of the 
Messiah, usually known as the Son of Man. 

85.] He does not answer them, but 
ci\joina them to make use of the time of 
His presence yet left them. while 
does not exactly express the sense of the 
conjunction in the original: it is rather, 
walk, according to your present state of 
privilege in possessing the Light; which 


indeed can only be done while it is with 
you. the light, i. e. ‘Myself;^ — see 

ch. vii. 33 ; viii. 12 ; ix. 4, 6. This 
reference to the light is an easy tran- 
sition from their question, if, as above 
supposed, Ps. Ixxxix. 30 was alluded to : 
‘‘ His (David^s) seed shall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the sun before Me.” 

Walk] i. e. ‘ make use of the Light, 
do your work in it, and by it.* knoweth 
not whither he goeth] Has no guide nor 
security, no principle to lead him. 

36.] It is by believing on the Light, that 
men become sons of Light : sec ch. i. 12. 

Our Lord probably went on this 
occasion to Bethany, Luke xxi. 37. 

37 — 60.] Final judgment on tue 
UNBELIEF OF THE JeWS. 37 — 43.] 

The Mvangelisf s judgment on their un- 
belief (37 — 41), and their half -belief (42, 
43). I do not regard these verses as form- 
ing the conclusion to the narrative of the 
public ministry of the Lord, on account' of 
vv. 44 — 50 (where see note) : but doubt- 
less the appro etching close of that ministry 
gives occctsion to them, and is the time 
to which they refer. 37. they be- 
lieved not] i. e. the generality did not ; — 
they did not, cts a people : see ver. 42. 

38.] On the words that the say- 
ing of Esaias might be fulfilled see note. 
Matt. i. 22: beware of miderstanding them 
to mean merely ** so that the saying of 
JSsaias was fulfilled,** which the original 
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^Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath 
the arm of the Lord been revealed ? Therefore they 
could T^t believe, because that Esaias said again, ^ ^ ^ Mau xV 

hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that 
they should not see with their eyes, ^ nor understand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 

“ These things said Esaias, ® when he saw his glory y 
spake of him, 

4-2 Nevertheless P among the chief rulers also many be- 
lieved on him; but "because of the Pharisees they did 
not confess ^ ImUy lest they should be put out of the syna- 
gogue: 43 ofQj. loved ^ the praise of men more than cu. v. 4*. 

® the praise of God, 

Jesus cried and said, PHe that belie veth on me, p ix. 87. 

, ^ ' IPet, 1 . 21. 

believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 45 And 

render y For this cause. render, And. 

® read and render, because he saw his glory : and he spake of him. 

P render, even of the rulers. 

^ better, it ', not expressed in the original, 

^ render, the glory that is of men. 

® render, the glory that is of God. t render. But Jesus. 

will not bear. 39,] For this cause that of the Son, Who is the hidgkiness 

refers to the last verse, and because sets (shining forth) of the glory of the Father, 
forth the reason more in detail ; see ch. v. Whom no eye hath seen. The last clause 
16 : 1 John iii. 1 : Matt. xxiv. 41. is independent of “ because,” and contains 

they could not beUeve] i, e. it was another assertion, — and he sp:ike concern- 
otherwise ordained in the divine counsels, ing Him. 42.] For example, Kico- 

No attempt to escape this meaning (as demus, Joseph, and others like them. 

“ they would not believe,^' Chrysostom On the putting out of the synagogue, see 
and others) will agree with the pro- note, ch. ix. 22. 43.] is a reference to 

phecy cited ver. 40. Hut the inability, ch. v. 44. 44 — 60.] Proof of the 

as thus stated, is coincident with the full- guilt of their unbelief, from the words of 
cst freedom of the human will: compare Jesus Himself. It was by the older Com- 
“ Ye have no mind to come to Me,” ch. v. mentators generally thought, that these 
40. Then, in what follows, a more special verses formed part of some other discourse 
ground is alleged why they could not delivered at this period. But this is im- 
bclieve : — see above. 40.] The pro- probable, from no occasion being specified, 

phecy is freely cited, after neither the —from ver. 36, — and from the form and 
Hebrew nor the LXX, which is followed contents of the passage, and its reference 
in Matt. xiii. 14 f. Wliat God bids the to the foregoing remarks of the Evan- 
prophet do, is here described as done, and gelist. I take it— with almost all modern 
by Himself : which is obviously implied in Commentators — to be a continuation of 
the Hebrew text. 41. because he those remarks, substantiating them by the 

saw] “This apocalyptic \dsion was the testimony of the Lord Himself. The 
occasion of that prophecy.” Meyer. words are taken mostly, but not alto- 

his glory: i.e. the glory of Christ. The gether, from discourses already given in 
Evangelist is giving his judgment, — having this Gospel. 44,46.] On the close 

(Luke xxiv. 45) had his understanding connexion with the Father, see ch. v. 24, 
opened to understand the Scriptures, — 38 ; viii. 19, 42 ; xiv. 10. The words 

that the passage in Isaiah is spoken of are in logical sequence to ver. 41, in which 
Christ, And indeed, strictly considered, the Evangelist has stiid that the glory of 
the glory whic^ Isaiah saw could only be Jehovah and HiS glory were the same. 
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qoh.iiv.o qjie that '‘■seeth me '^seeth him that sent me. ^’’I am 

r ver. 85, 86. 

come a Kght into the world, that whosoever belie veth on 
me ^should not abide in darkness, *^7 And if any qian hear 
words, and y believe not, ®I iudge him not : for ‘I came 
Ji'Luke x.^ie. not to judge the world, but to save the world. “ He 
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one 
* i 9 ®'^Mark^' judgoth huu I * the word that I * have spoken , the 

ych.Viu.88r Same shall judge him in the last day. For ^ have 
not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
7. Dout. xviii. gave me \y a'] commandment, * what I should say, and 
what I should speak. And I know that his command- 
ment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, 
even as the Father c said unto me, so I speak. 

XIII. 1 Now before the feast of the passover, ^ when Jesus 
ach.iii. 28 : that ^ his hour was come that he should depart out 

xvii. 1, 11. , . , 

of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which 
^ render, beholdeth. 

* render, may not remain in the darkness, 
y read, keep them not. * render, spake. 

^ render, spake not. ^ omit. 

® render, hath said. ^ render, Jesus, knowing. 

46.] See ver. 35 ; cli. viii. 12 j ix. On the chronological difficulties, see notes 
6. The may not remain in the darkness on Matt. xxvi. 17, and ch. xviii. 28. 

here implies that all are originally in There can be no reasonable doubt that 

darkness , — as the same kind of expression this meal was the same as that at which 

in ch. iii. 86. 47.] See ch. iii. 17 ; v. the Lord’s Supper was instituted, as re- 

46 ; viii. 15. 48.] See ch. iii. 18, lated in the three Evangelists. The nar- 

also V. 46 ff., and Heh. iv. 12. rativc proceeds without any break until 

49.] See ch. v. 30 ; vii. 16, 17, 28, 29 ; ch. xvii. 26, after which our Lord and the 

viii. 26, 28, 38. On the Father giving disciples go to Gethsemane. 1. before 
the Son commandment, ch. x. 18. the feast of the passover] How long, is 

There does not appear to be any real not said : but probably, a very short time ; 

difference here, though many have been — not more than one day at the most ; — 
suggested, between the words say and see ch. xviii. 28 and note. The words 
speak. 60.] See ch. vi. 63 (and belong to the whole narrative following, 

note), 68. his commandment is, not to knowing or having loved, 

results in, not as a means merely, but in knowing] The view with which our Lord 
its accomplishment and expansion, eternal washed His disciples’ feet, is shewn by the 
life : see ch. iii. 15 ; v. 24 ; vi. 40. repetition of this word in verses 1, 3, and 

I'hus all who do not believe are without by the mention of His love for His disciples, 
excuse ; — because Jesus is not come, and The connexion is : — ' Jesus loved His own 
speaks not, of Himself, but of the Father, even to the end (of His life in the flesh). 
Whose will and commandment respecting and gave them in the washing of their 
Him is, that Ho should be, and give. Life feet a proof of His love ; and to this act 
to all. They who reject Him, reject Life, He was induced by the knowledge that 
and (ch. iii. 19) prefer darkness to Light. He must soon leave this world ; and al- 
Chap. XIII. — XX.] Third division of though this knowledge was united (ver. 3) 
the Gospel. Jesus xnd His own. with the highest consciousness of His 

Xlll. — XVII.] His Love, and the divine mission and speedy glorification, 
FAITH OP His own. XIII. 1 — 30.] yet this latter did not prevent Him from 

His Love in Humiliation. 1 — 11.] giving this proof of His self-humiliating 
His condescension in washing their feet, love’ (De Wette). hio own which 
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were in the world, [® he\ loved them unto the end. ^ And 
^supper being endedy ^the devil having now put into thebver. 27 . 
heart Judas Iscariot, Simonas son, to betray him; 

3 [fir Jesus'] knowing Hhat the Father had given all things ° 
into his hands, and ‘^that he '^was come from God, and SviLk^Act.« 
'^went to God; riseth from ^supper, and ^laid aside ^hIS’ 

his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 

^ After that he poureth water into ^ a bason, and began to ® pml u. 
wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. ® 0 Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter: and Peter saith unto him. Lord, ^dost thou wash f see Matt. ui. 
my feet ? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do 

® omit. ^ render, wheii supper was begun. 

fir omitted hy many of the most ancient authorities. 

^ render, given him all things. 

i render, came forth. ^ render, WaS going. 

1 render, the SUpper. ^ render, laycth. 

^ render, the. • ° render, So he COmeth. 

were in the world] See ch. xvii. 11. self, and gird Himself merely, as the basest 

2.] The sense is not, as A. V., ‘ supper heing of slaves ? 6.] the bason, viz. the 

ended/ for (ver. 12) He reclined again, vessel usually at hand for such purposes, 
and in ver. 26, the supper is still going The context seems to shew that He had 
on : — but, snpper having begun or having washed the feet of one or more before the 
been served. See this shewn from the incident of the next verse : were it not so, 
usage of the original in luy Greek Test, the words, “ began to tcash/* might merely 
The verse may be otherwise read express His doing something unusual and 
and rendered. The devil having by this unlooked for. 6.J And so (the so 

time suggested (to Judas) that Judas taking up the narrative again after the 

Iscariot the son of Simon (i.e. that he) word began, as if it were said, ‘in pur- 
should betray Him. Judas had before suance of this intention ^) He comes to 

this covenanted with the Sanhedrim to Simon Peter; not first, as some have 

betray Him, Matt. xxvi. 14 and parallel maintained, both with and without re- 
places, which must here be meant by the ference to the primacy of Peter ; — for that 
devil ha'i^ing put it into his heart : — the would be hardly consistent (see on the 
thorough self-abandonment to Satan which preceding verse) with the context, which 
led to the actual deed, being designated seems to require that the washing should 
ver. 27. St. Luke (xxii. 3) expresses have begun and been going on, before He 

the steps of his treasonable purpose other- came to Peter. art Thou washing 

wise, — meaning the same. The fact is here (intending to wash) my feet 1] He thinks 
stated, to enhance the love which Jesus the act unworthy of the Lord ; even as 
shewed in the following action. 3.] See many think that great act of Love to have 
above. Hedidwhat follows with a fiill sense been, which was typified by it. The 
of the glory and dignity of His own Person, word my is not emphatic. The having 
“ The prefatory mention of His glory is as his feet washed is a matter of course : it is 
it were a protestation, lest it should be the Person who is about to do it that 
thought that the Lord did any thing offends him. 7.] Hitherto our Lord 

beneath His dignity in washing the dis- had been silent. He emphasizes the I and 
ciples* feet.’* Bengel. 4. laid aside thou, but so as to set forth Himself as the 

liis garments] “ viz. those which might Master, Peter as the disciple, not wholly 
hinder the act of washing,” Bengel. He cognizant of His will and purpose, and 
put Himself into the ordinary dress of a therefore more properly found in subjec- 
servant. Or, which is far more probable, tion to it. What I do] i. e. (1) this 

on the deepest grounds, did He not humble washing itself, as a lesson of humility and 
Himself so ihr.as literally to divest Him- love, ver. 14. (2) Its symbolical meaning. 
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gver.ij. thou knowest not now, *but thou shalt VJcnoto hereafter. 

5 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet, 
hicoli’vrii answered him, ''If I wash thee not, thou ^ast no 

part with me. ^ Simon Peter saith unto him. Lord, not 
Heb. X. 23. only, but also my hands and my head. J esus 

saith to him. He that *1 is washed needeth not save to wash 
1 oh. XV. 8. ig clean every whit: and 'ye are clean, ^ hut 

kch.vi.64. oil 11 YoT ^ he knew ® who should betray him ; ^ there- 
fore said he. Ye are not all clean. So after he had 
iMatt.xxiii. washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was 
set down again, he said unto them. Know ye what I have 
8. phii.ii. done to you? i^'Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye 
gjjy y^cll ; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; "ye also ought to wash 

P render, understand afterwards. 

^ letter, hath been bathed hath no need : see note. 

^ render, yet. ® or, him that was betraying, 

t letter, for this causo. 


w. 9, 10. (3) The great Act of Love, the 
layinj^ aside My glory, and becoming in 
the form of a servant, that the washing of 
the Holy Spirit may cleanse men. 
afterwards] Taking up again the numbers 
used in the last note, (1) was known very 
soon, but (2) and (3) not till after the 
Spirit was given. 8 .] The rash and 

self-opinionated Apostle ojiposes to our 
Lord’s afterwards his own never (literally, 
no, not for ever). In interpreting our 
Ijord’s answer, we must remember, that 
He replies more to the spirit of Peter’s 
objection, than to his words. The same 
well-meaning but false humility would pre- 
vent him (and does ])revent many) from 
stooping to receive at the hands of the 
Lord that spiritual washing which is ab- 
solutely necessary in order to have any 
part in Him, Kom. viii. 9, ' If I tvash thee 
not, thou hast no part with Me ; ’ but the 
affirmative proposition, that those tcho are 
washed, have a part in Jesus, is not equally 
true; witness the example of .Tudas, who 
was washed, lutyet had no part with Jesus. 
In the spiritual sense of washing, this is 
not so. Wlioever is washed by Jesus, has 
part in Him. We are here in the realm 
of another and deeper logic : the act being 
no longer symbolic, but veritable. 

9.] The warm-hearted Peter, on learning 
that excluswn would be the consequence 
of not being washed, can hardly have 
enough of a cleansing so precious. There 
surely is implied in this answer an in- 
cipient apprehension of the meaning of our 


Lord’s words. The expression, if I wash 
thee not, has awakened in him, as the 
Lord’s presence did, Luke v. 8, a feeling 
of his own want of cleansing, his entire 
pollution. 10 .] Reference appears 

to be made to the fact that one who has 
lathed, after he has reached his home, 
needs not entire washing, but only to have 
his feet washed from the dust of the way. 
This bathing, the bath of the new birth, 
but only yet in its foreshadowing, in the 
purifying effect of faith working by love, 
the Apostles, with one exception, had; 
and this foot-washing represented to them, 
besides its lesson of humility and brotherly 
love, their daily need of cleansing from 
daily pollution, even after spiritual re- 
generation, at the hands of their divine 
Master. See 2 Cor. vii. 1 : James i. 21 ; 
Acts XV. 8, 9 : 2 Pet. ii. 22. On ye 
are clean, see note, ch. xv. 3. 

12 — 20.] This act, a pattern of self* 
denying love for His servants. 

12. Know ye what I have done to 
you!] These words are uttered, not so 
much in expectation of an answer, as to 
direct their attention to the following. 

14.] The command here given must 
be understood in the full light of intelli- 
gent appreciation of the circumstances, 
and the meaning of the act. Bengel re- 
marks, that one intent of our Lord’s wash- 
ing the feet of His disciples must ueces- 
sarily be absent from any such deed on our 
part : viz. its symbolic meaning, pressed 
by our Lord on St. Peter, If I wash 
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one another’s feet, For ®I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to you. iJoimitk 

verily, I say unto you, ^ The servant is not greater than ^ 
his lorS. : ^ neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 
him. 17 q If ye know these things, 7 happy are ye if ye do q James 1 . 25 . 
them. 18 I speak not of you all : I know whom I * have 
chosen : but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that J.; 
eateth bread with me hatli\ lifted up his heel against 
me. 19 ® ^ Now I tell you before it ® come, that, when it is B ch.^xiv. 29 : 
come to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 20 t Verily, t Matt x. 40 s 
verily, I say imto you. He that receiveth whomsoever Luke x. 10 . 
I send receiveth me : and he that receiveth me receiveth 


^ render. There is no servant. * 
y render y as usual, blessed. 

1* render. From this time. 

thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” 
The command will rather find its fulfil- 
ment in all kinds of mutual c(yidescension 
and help, than in any literal observance. 
“ In these times,” continues Bengel, “ pon- 
tiffs and princes obey this injunction to the 
letter : but it would be a more wonderful 
thing to see a pontiff, for example, wash 
the feet of one equal, than of twelve poor 
beggars.” The custom of literally and cere- 
monially washing the feet in obedience to 
this command, is not found before the 
fourth century. 15.] Notice that our 
Lord commands us to do, not “ that which I 
have done to you,” but “ as, in like man- 
ner as, I have done to you.” Our Ijord’s 
action was symbolical, and is best imitated 
in His followers by endeavouring, “ if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, to restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness :” Gal. vi. 1. 

16, 17.] The proverbial expression. 
There is no servant greater than his lord, 
is used here in a different sense from that 
which it has in ch. xv. 20. Here it is, “ if the 
Master thus humbles Himself, much more 
should His servants and messengers;” see 
Matt. X. 24; Luke vi. 40; and on ver. 17, 
Luke xii. 47, 48. The mere recognition of 
such a duty of humility, is a very much 
more easy matter than the putting it in 
practice, 18.] I say it not (viz. the 

*‘ifye do them**) of yon all : for there is 
one who can never be blessed. Our Lord 
repeats His words, “ hut not all,” of ver. 
10, and the sad recollection leads to His 
trouble in spirit, ver. 21. I know] 
The I is emphatic ; and the reason of its 
emphasis is given in ver. 19. Con- 
nexion: ‘It might be supposed that this 
treachery has wme upon Me unawares ; 


, * render, nor apostlo, 

* render, cboSC. ®’ omit, 

® render, as below, COmG to paSS. 

but it is not so : I (for my part) know 
whom I have selected (viz. the whole 
twelve i sec ch. vi. 70, not only the true 
ones, as in ch. xv. 16, said when Judas was 
not present) : but tins has been done by 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, declared in the Scriptures.^ 

The words of the citation here are given 
freely, the LXX having, magnified the 
lifting up of the heel against me,” 

This is another instance of the direct and 
unhesitating application of the words of 
the Psalms by our Lord to Himself, 
his heel] Bengel observes that this saying 
is pertiinmt to the washing of the feet, and 
also to the custom of reclining in eating 
bread. See on ver. 23. 19.] ‘ Now, 

from this time, I announce it to you, that 
when it shall have happened, you may be- 
lieve that I am (the Christ).’ Sec ch. xvi. 1, 
and above on / know,** ver. 18. 20.] 

See Matt. x. 40. The connexion is very diffi- 
cult, and variously set down. It has been 
generally supposed that the words were to 
comfort the Apostles for the disgrace of 
their order by Judas, or in prospect of 
their future labours. But then would not 
the words whomsoever I send** have 
been expressed by ** you V* Another view 
is to refer back to vv. 16, 17, and suppose 
the connexion to have been broken by the 
allusion to Judas. But is this likely, in a 
discourse of our Lord ? I rather believe 
that the saying sets forth the dignity of 
that office from which Judas was about to 
fall : q. d. ‘ not only was he in close inter- 
course with Me (ver. 18), but invested 
with an ambassadorship for Me, and in 
Me, for the Father; and yet he will lift 
up his heel against Me.* And the con** 
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uMatt.ixri. him that sent me. “When Jesus had thus said, *he 

21. Mark 

Sh 21 .^''^® was troubled in ^ spirit^ and testified, and said, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, that ^one of you shall betray me. 
22 Then the disciples looked one on another, (foubting 
zch.xix.^ 26 :^ of whom he spake. 23 Jfow * there was ^leaning on Jesus’ 

20,24. bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. , Simon 
Peter therefore ^ beckoned to him, S that he should ask who 
it should he of whom he spake, 25 jjg then ^ lying on Jesus’ 
breast saith unto him. Lord, who is it ? 26 j esus an- 

swered, He it is, to whom I shall give ^ a sop, when I 
have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he 
aLukcxxH.8. gavc it to Judas Iscariot, \ftheson~\ of Simon. 27 ^And 

after the sop Satan entered into him. ^ Then said Jesus 

• 

d render, his spirit. ® render, reclining at meat in. 

t render, maketli a sign. 

er The text is in confusion : some ancient authorities reading as ahone, while 

others have, and saith unto him. Say, who it is of whom he 
speaketh ? 

^ render, leaning back. ^ render, the. 

^ not exjgressed in the original. 

1 more strictly, after the sop, then Satan . . , 

“ render, Jesus therefore said. 

sidcration of this dipfnity in all its privi- 
leges, as contrasted with the sad announce- 
ment just to he made, leads on to the 
troubling of our Lord’s spirit in the next 
verse. 

21 — 30 .] Contrast of the manifestations 
of love and hate. See notes on Matt. xxvi. 

21 — 25. Mark xiv. 18—21. Luke xxii. 

21 — 23. 21 .] See above. This was one of 
those mysterious troublings of spirit, which 
passed over our Lord, — ch. xi. 33 and xii.27. 

The word testified implies the delivery of 
some solemn and imjxirtant announcement. 

This was the first time He had ever spoken 
so plainly. All four Evangelists agree in 
the substance of the announcement. 

22 .] In Matthew and Mark they express 
their questioning in words. St. Luke’s 
beginning to enquire among themselves 
would appear to imply the same. We 
seem called on here to decide a much-con- 
troverted question, — where, in St. John’s 
narrative, the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper is to he inserted I I believe certainly 
before this announcement, as in Luke : 
and if before it, perhaps before the washing 
of the disciples’ feet : for I see no break 
which would admit it between our ver. 1 
and ver. 21. 23 .] Since the captivity, 

the Jews lay at table in the Persian manner. 


on divans or couches, each on his left side, 
with his face towards the table, his left 
elbow resting on a pillow and supporting 
his head. Thus the second guest to the right 
hand lay with his head near the breast 
of the first, and so on. whom Jesus 

loved] The disciple meant is John himself, 
see ch. xxi. 20 ; also designated thus, ch. 
xix. 26; xxi. 7 (see Introduction to John, 
§ i. 6). 24 — 26.] See note on Matt. ver. 

23. Peter characteristically imagines that 
.John, as the beloved disciple, would know ; 
but he, not knowing, asks of the Lord. 

25. leaning back on Jesus’ breast] I 
understand it, that John, who was before 
lying close to the bosom of Jesus, now 
leaned his head absolutely upon His breast, 
to ask the question. This escaped the 
notice of the rest at the table : — see on 
Matt, as above. * 26.] This represents 

Matt. ver. 23, Mark ver. 20. the sop, 
probably a piece of the unleavened bread, 
dipped in the broth made of bitter herbs. 

27.] Bengel observes that it was 
after the sop, not with it, that Satan 
entered into him. Observe the word sop, 
in this sentence, stands for the act in 
which it played a principal part. This 
giving the sop was one of the closest tes- 
timonies of friendly affectior^. The 
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unto him, ® That thou doest, do quickly. ^8 jfow no man 
at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. 

29 For some of them thought, because ^ Judas P//a(^,the 
bag, tfiat Jesus \_^ha(f\ said unto him. Buy those things 
that we have need of against the feast ; or, that he should 
give something to the poor, He then having received 
the sop went immediately out : and it was night. 

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, ®Now cch.in.ss. 
is the Son of man glorified, and ‘^God is glorified in him. ‘^fpet.V.n, 

® i, e. W^hat. P render, kept. ^ omit. 


word then carries a graphic power and 
pathos with it : at that moment. 

Satan entered into him] See ver. 2 and 
note. Satan entered fully into him, took 
full possession of him, — so that his will 
was not only bent upon doing the deed of 
treachery, but fixed and determined to do 
it then and there. The words must be 
understood literally, not as merely be- 
tokening the decision of his mind in the 
direction of the devil’s counsiils. 

What thou doest (art doing) . . . ] These 
words are not to be evaded, as being jocr- 
missive or dismissive (this latter view is 
taken by Chrysostom, who says, ** The 
words are not to be taken as commanding 
or exhorting, but as reproaching, and inti- 
mating that there was in him the wish to 
act decidedly, but as he was undecided, 
the Lord permits him to depart and do 
it ”). They are like the saying of God to 
Balaam, Num. xxii. 20, — and of our Lord 
to the Pharisees, Matt, xxiii. 32. The 
course of sinful action is presupposed, and 
the command to go on is but the echo of 
that mysterious appointment by which the 
sinner in the exercise of his own corrupted 
will becomes the instrument of the pur- 
poses of God. Thus it is not “ What thou 
art about to do” but — that which thou 
art doing, hast just now fully determined 
to put in present action, do quickly — 
reproving his lingering, and his pretend- 
ing (Matt. ver. 25) to share in the 
eneral doubt. 28.] Not even St. 

ohn : who knew he was the traitor, but 
had no idea the deed was so soon to be 
done. Stier supposes St. John to exclude 
himself in saying “ no man at the table” 
and that he knew. 29.] The first 
supposition agrees with ver. 1, — that it 
was “ before the feast of the passover.” 
Had it been the night of the passover, the 
next day being hallowed as a sabbath, 
nothing could have been bought. On the 
whole question see notes on Matt. xxvi. 
17, and ch. xviii. 28. On the second sup- 
VOL. I. • • 


position, see ch. xii. 6. The gift to the 
poor might be, to help them to procure 
their paschal lamb. 30.] The re- 

mark, aud it was night, seems to be 
added to bring the whole narrative from 
ch. xiii. 1 to ch. xviii. 3 into precision, as 
happening on one and the same night. It 
is perhaps fancifiil to see, as many have 
done, an allusion to the in Judas’s 

soul, or to the fact expressed in Luke xxii. 
53, ** this is your hour, and the power of 
darJeness ; ” though doubtless there the 
Lord alludes to its being also night : but 
1 quite feel, with Meyer, that there is 
something awful in this termination — it 
was night. 

81 — XVI. 33.] His love in keeping- 
AND completing HIS OWN. And herein, 
31 — XIV. 31.] He comforts them with the 
assurance that He is going to the Father. 

31 — 38.] Announcement of the fact — 
its effect on Feter. Here commences that 
solemn and weighty portion of the Gospel 
(ch. xiii. 31 — xvii. 26) which Olshausen 
not without reason calls ‘the most holy 
place.’ He beautifully remarks, ‘ These 
were the last moments which the Lord 
s{)ent in the midst of His own before His 
Passion, and words full of heavenly mean- 
ing flowed during them from His holy 
lips: — all that His heart, glowing with 
love, had yet to say to His own, was com- 
pressed into this short space of time. At 
first the conversation with the disciples 
takes more the form of usual dialogue : 
reclining at the table, they mournfully 
reply to and question Him. But when 
(ch. xiv. 31) they had risen from the sup- 
per, the discourse of Christ took a higher 
form : surrounding their Master, the dis- 
ciples listened to the Words of Life, and 
seldom spoke (only ch. xvi. 17, 29). Finally, 
in the sublime prayer of the great High 
Priest, the whole Soul of Christ flowed 
forth in earnest intercession for His own 
to His Heavenly Father.’ Olsh. ii. 329. 
31. Now ia the Son of man glori- 
QQ 
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• eh.^xTii. 1 , 82 [erjf Qod ®be glorified in liim,] God shall also glorify 
fch.xiL38. him in himself, and ^ shall straightway glorify him. 

33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye 
shall seek me: ^ and as I said unto the Jews, hither 
^ I go, ye cannot come ; so now I say to you. 3-4 h ^ 

commandment I give unto pou. That ye love one another ; 
iU^Tpet. as I have'] loved you, that ye also love one another. 

shall all men ^ know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another. 3C gin^on Peter ^said 

^ omitted hy many of the most ancient authorities : hut probably by mistake in 


transcribing^ from the two simila/r endings, 
• render, IS. 

^ better, perceive. 

fled] It was not that the presence of 
Judas, as some have thought, hindered 
the great consummation imported by this 
glorification, but that the work on which 
he was gone out, was the actttal com- 
mencement of that consummation. ** Now 
at length,” says Lampe, “ as if an obstacle 
were broken down, the rushing rivers of 
grace flow from the lips of Jesus.” It is 
true that Judas’s presence hindered the ex- 
pression of these gracious words. The 
glorification is s|)oken of by anticipation, 
as if accomplished, because the deed was 
actually in doing, which was to accom- 
plish it. The glorifying spoken of here, and 
in ver. 32, is not the same. This is the 
glorifying of God by Christ on et^rth, in 
His course of obedience as the Son of 
Man, which was completed by His death 
(“ he became obedient even unto death,** 
Phil. ii. 8). And His death was the 
transition -point between God being glori- 
fied in Him, and He being glorified in 
God — manifested to be the Son of God 
with power by His resurrection, and re- 
ceived up to the Father, to sit at the right 
hand of God. This latter (ver. 32) is 
spoken of by Him here as future, but im- 
mediate (straightway) on His death, and 
leads on to the address in ver. 33. 32.] 

in himself is in Ood (the Father), not in 
Christ. The word himself reflects back on 
the subject of the sentence : and in does 
not mean *by means of* but keeps its 
literal force ; — by the resurrection of Him 
UUo that glory, which He had indeed 
before, but now has as the Son of Man, 
with the risen Manhood ; so ** glorify thou 
me with thyself** ch. xvii. 6. Grotius 
compares 1 Sam. ii. 30, which stands in 
the LXX, *'them that glorify me I will 
glorify** Origen remarks, “The Father 
recoip>ens6S to Him more than the Son of 


in him ... in him. 

^ omit. 

render, Saith. 

Man hath done.” 33. Little chil- 

dren] This term, — here only used by 
Christ, — affectingly expresses His not only 
brotherly, but fatherly love (Isa. ix. 6) for 
His own, and at the same time their im- 
mature and weak state, now about to bo 
left without* Him. as I said unto the 
Jews] “He would not say this to his 
disciples before, but to those who rejected 
Him.” Bengel. But naturally the two 
clauses, * Ye shall seek Me and not find 
Me, and shall die in your sins,^ also spoken 
to the Jews (ch. vii. 33 ; viii. 21), are here 
omitted : and by this omission the con- 
nexion with ver. 34 is supplied ; — ‘ Ye shall 
be left here ; but, unlike the Jews, ye shall 
seek Me and shall find Me, and the way is 
that of Love, — to Me, and to one another 
— forming (ver. 35) an united Body, the 
Church, in which all shall recognize My 
presence among you as My disciples.’ 

34.] The newness of this commandment 
consists in its simplicity, and (so to speak) 
unicity. The same kind of love was pre- 
scribed in the Old Test, (see Rom. xiii. 8) : 
— ‘as thyself’ is the highest measure of 
love, and it is therefore not in degree that 
the new commandment differs from the 
old, nor in extent, but in being the com- 
mandment of the new covenant, — the first- 
fruit of the Spirit in the new dispensation 
(Gal. V. 22) ; see 1 John ii. 7, 8 (and note), 
where the word new ia commented on by 
the Apostle himself. 33.] all men, — 
all the world, — and the objefct is to be, not 
mere vain praise or display before the 
world, but that men may be attracted by 
the exhibition of the Spirit of Christ, and 
won over to Him. The world, notwith- 
standing this proof of His presence among 
them, shall hate 4hem : see 1 John iii. 
10 — 15. But among all men they them- 
selves are also included — brotherly love is 
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unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered 
him. Whither I go thou canst not follow me now ; but 
^thou#shalt follow me afterwards.^ ^7 peter ^^said linto k ch. is. 
him. Lord, why cannot I follow thee now ? I will lay 
down my life for y thy sake, Jesus answered him, Wilt 
thou lay down thy life for * my sake ? Verily, verily, 

I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast 
denied me thrice. 

XIV. 1 Let ^ not your heart be troubled : \^ye\ believe 22 
in God, believe also in me. ^ In my Father’s house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you. 
yo to prepare a place for you. ^ if j gQ and 

** render, saith. y render, thee. 

® render, me. ®- omit, most prohaUy : see note, 

^ read, for I gO. 


the tnie sign to them of being children of 
God, 1 John ii. 3 — 5. Sl.] This an- 

nouncement of Peter’s denial is probably 
the same with that in Luke xxii. 33 ff., 
where see notes : but distinct from that on 
the way to Gethsemane, Matt. xxvi. 34 : 
Mark xiv. 30. but thou shalt follow 

me afterwards] Alluding probably both to 
the future reception of His Apostle into 
His glory, and to the particular path by 
which he should come to that glory ; — as 
in ch. xxi. 18, 19. 37 .] Peter under- 

stands our Lord’s death to be meant as 
the time of his following ; — see Luke, ver. 
33. 38 .] The question is not answered 

— but Peter’s boast solemnly questioned. 
See a somewhat similar question, ch. i. 51. 
There was at the same time a startling 
inversion of the subsequent facts, in this 
boast ; to which our Lord, I think, alludes 
in His question, — *^wilt thou lay down 
thy life for Mel” The words. The 

cook shall not crow, necessarily imply, 
as it was night, those also which follow in 
Matthew and Mark, “in this night,” — 
and bind the whole events of this chapter 
to ch. xviii. Chap. XIV. 1 — 31 .] This 
first division of the gi'eat discourse (see 
above on ch. xiii. 31) is spent in more di- 
rectly comforting the disciples for their 
Lord’s departure, by the assurance of His 
going to the Father, and its consequences. 

1 — 10 .] He, in his union with the 
Father, will take Sis own to Sim. 

1 .] A pause has intervened ; Peter is 
humbled and silent; the rest are troubled 
in hea/rt on account of the sad things of 
which they had been hearing; — Judas’s 
treachery, — Peter’s denial, — the Lord’s de- 

Q 


parture from them. The verb believe 
both times is imperative. Many (as in 
A.V.) take the first as indie., the second 
as imper., ‘ Ye believe in God : believe also 
in me* But this is inconsistent with the 
whole tenour of the discourse, which pre- 
supposes a want of belief in God in its 
full and true sense, as begetting trust in 
Him. Luther takes both as indicative. 
The command is intimately connected with 
ch. xiii. 31, ^%~faith in the glorifica- 
tion of Christ in the Father, and of the 
Father in Him. 2.] This comfort 
— of being reunited to their Lord — is ad- 
ministered to them as “ little children,** in 
forms of speech simple, and adapted to their 
jK-jwers of apprehension of spiritual things. 
The house spoken of is Heaven : Ps. xxxiii. 
13, 14 ; Isa. Ixiii. 15. In it are many (in 
number — it may be also in degree of dig- 
nity, but no such meaning is here conveyed) 
abiding-places ; room enough for them all. 
If not, — if they could not follow Him 
thither. He woidd not have concealed this 
from them. This latter assurance is one 
calculated to beget entire trust and con- 
fidence ; He would not in any matter hold 
out vain hopes to them ; His word to them 
would plainly state all difficulties and dis- 
couragements, — as indeed He does, ch. xv. 
18 ; xvi. 1, 4. This prepaHng a place for 
us is that of which we sing, — ‘ When Thou 
hadst overcome the sharpness of death. 
Thou didst open the Kingdom of heaven 
to all believers :’ see note on Luke xxiii. 
43. And thus it is a place, hot the mamy 
mansions th^t He is preparing : — thepla^ 
as a whole, not each man*s place in it. 

8.] In order to understand this, 

I 2 
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® ASui'n ^ place for you, ®I will come again, and receive 

dch.^xn.^20j you unto myself; that ** where I am, there] ye may be 
1 Tb'esfl. iv. also. ^ And ^ whither I go ye know, and the way yeiknow. 
s Thomas saith unto tim. Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest; and how can we know the way? ^ Jesus 
eHeb.ix. 8 . saith uuto him, I am ® the way, ^the truth, and ^ the life : 
gch“L4:ii. cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 ^If ye 

known me, ye ^ should haye known my Father also: 
and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 
S Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it 
eufficeth us. ® Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long 

® omit ! not in the original, 

^ many ancient authorities ready whither I gO, ye knOW the Way. 


® render^ WOuld. 

wo must bear in mind what Stierwell calls 
the ‘perspective' of prophecy. coming 

again of the Lord is not one single act, — 
as His resurrection, or the descent of the 
Spirit, or His second personal advent, or 
the final coming to judgment; but the 
great summary of all these, the result of 
which shall be. His taking His people to 
Himself to be where He is. This coming 
of His is begun (ver. 18) in His llesurrection 
— carried on (ver. 23) in the spiritual life 
(see also ch. xvi. 22 ff.), the making them 
ready for the place prepared 
advanced when each by deatli is fetched 
away to be with Him (Phil, i. fully 
completed at His coming in glory, when 
they shall for ever be with Him (1 Thess. 
iv. 17) in the perfected resurrection state. 

4.] And whither I go ye know, 
and the way ye know ; or, as in the various 
reading, whither I go, ye know the way, 
i. e, “ ye know the way to the place to 
which I am going.” They might have 
known, and doubtless did know in some 
sense; but, as Lampe remarks, “sometimes 
we praise a man to put him in mind of 
his duty.” Wc use thus *you know / — 
leaving to bo supplied, Hf you would give 
the matter thought/ whither, viz. 

to the Father ; the way, — (in our Lord's 
own case, of which this verse treats) His 
death, 6.] Thomas is slow of belief 

and apprehension. The answer to whither 
goest thou ?” ch. xiii. 37, which Peter 
seems to have apprehended, was not suf- 
ficient for him; see ch. xx. 25: “for he 
thought,” says Euthymius, “that it was 
some material place to which the Lord was 
going, and that the road thjther was of 
the same kind.” 6.] Our Lord inverts 
the order of Thomas's question, and in 


answering it practically, jfor them^ speaks 
of ‘the Way' first. He is the way; 
not merely the Forerunner ; which would 
imply on out* part only an outward con- 
nexion with Him as His followers : but 
the wayy in and on which we must go, 
having an inner union with and in Him 
(see Heb. x. 20). the truth] more 

is implied in this title, than “that He ever 
spoke truth, and what He said was sure 
to come to pass,” as Euthymius explains 
it. It is another side of the same idea of the 
Way ; — God being true, and only approached 
by and in truth. Christ I8 the Tkitth, in 
W)om only (Col. ii. 3) that Knowledge of 
Him is gained, which (ch. xvii. 3) is eternal 
life. the life] not merely because 

“not even death shall separate you from 
Me,” Euthymius ; — but as being tub 
Life (see ver. 19 : Gal. ii. 20) of all His 
in Whom only they who live can come to 
the living Father (ch. vi. 57). no man 

eometh unto the Father, but by me . . .] 
This plainly states whither He was going, 
and the way also: He was going to the 
Father : and the way was, through Him- 
self. 7.] See ch. viii. 19. from 
henceforth] There is no difficulty, if we 
bear in mind the now of ch. xiii. 31. The 
henceforth is the future time, beginning 
with our Lord's glorification, which was 
now at hand. LUcke remarks : ‘ Henceforth 
is not entirely future nor entirely present, 
but the moment of transition, the identifica- 
tion of the present and future. Christ 
speaks here by anticipation in reference to 
the hour of His glorification being come ' 
(ii. 598). 8.] Philip misunderstands 

the words ye have seen him to mean 
* seeing in a vision / — ^and intimates that 
one such sight of Ood wpuki set at rest 
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time with you, and yet ^ hast thou not known me, ^ Philip ? 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayes^ thou \}^thcn']y Shew us the Father? Belie vest 
thou not that ^ I am in the Father, and the Father in me ? ch. 
the words that I speak unto you “ I speak not of myself: mohfJiio! 
but ? the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me: "or else believe me for the very works’ sake. 

12 0 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on °Mfrk“l:i 7 
me, the works that I do shall he do also ; and greater p y ^ * 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto '^my LSeJi.’l?' 


Father, i^ ^And whatsoever y( 
that will I do, that the Father 

^ render, dost thou not knOW. 

& Some ancient authorities read^ tho 

works. 

all their fears, and give thenj perfect con- 
fidence. 9.] The Son is the only Exponent 
of tho Father to men : see eh, xii. 44, 45; 
Col. i. 15; Heb. i. 3; 1 Tim. vi. 16. This 
seeing of the Father in Him, is not only 
seeing His bodily presence, but knotting 
Him (dost thou not know me?). 10.] 

See ch. X. 30, 38, and for the latter clause 
ch. viii. 28, where the contrast is, jis here, 
purposely inexact in diction,-— words being 
placed in one member and works in the 
other; and, as there, works and words 
are taken as correlative and co-extensive ; 
— all the working of the Lord Jesus being 
a speaking, a revelation of the Father, 
According to the probably genuine reading 
in the margin, it will be, doeth his works: 
they are not Mine, but His, done in and 
by Me : but in Me present and abiding, so 
that ‘‘he that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father.” 11 — 24.] Jesus will 

make proof of His abiding union with the 
Father, in His union with His own ; and 
this w. 12 — 14, in answering prayer : 
vv. 15 — 17, in the sending of the Spirit : 
vv. 18 ff., as a pledge of the completion 
of this union in His personal return. 
The Lord now unfolds out of these words, 
the Father dwelleth in Me, doeth his 
works, the great promise of the Paraclete 
or Comforter. , 11. for the veiy works’ 
sake] See ch. x. 38. The object here 
seems to be, to .fix their attention on the 
works as a plain testimony even to such as 
could not simply believe so deep a thing on 

His assertion, and one which 12.] 

should become a matter felt and known in 
themselves tyer^afber, — by virtue of their 


T TT , . on. IV. /, io; 

3 snail ask in my name, xvi.s8.24. 

' Jameai. 6. 

may be glorified in the 

omit : not in the original. 

Father, abiding in me, doeth his 
^ read, the. 

living union with Him who is gone to the 
Father, and become the dispenser and 
channel of the Spirit. ‘ He who believes 
Christ speaking concerning Himself, believes 
o» Christ.’ Bengel. greater works than 
these shall he do] This word is not to bo 
evaded (so as to mean greater in number'), 
but taken in its full strict sense. And the 
keys to its meaning will be found ch. i. 51; 
v. 20. The works which Jesus did. His 
Apostles also did, — viz. raising the dead, 
&c. ; — greater works than those, they did, 
— not in degree, but in kind : spiritual 
works, under the dispensation of the Spirit, 
which had not yet come in. But they did 
them not as separate from Him : but in 
Him, and by Him ; and so (ch. v. 21) He is 
said to do them. The work which He did 
by Peter’s sermon, Acts ii., was one of 
these greater works — the firstfruits of the 
unspeakable gift. This union of them 
with and in Him is expressed here by *Hhe 
works that I do, shall he do also.” ‘ He has 
sown, we reap ; and the harvest is greater 
than the seed-time.’ Stier. 18.J I have 
retaintKl tho period at the end of ver. 12 
(many editors place a comma only and 
connect this verse with the word because 
in the former), because the sense remains 
much the same, and the style is better 
preserved. ye shall ask, viz. the 

Father : so ch. xv. 16 ; xvi. 23. But this 
does not exclude, but distinctly includes, 
prayer to Christ ; so blended are these two 
(as the seeing ver. 9), that ’we have not 
“ that will He do,” hut, ver. 14, emphati- 
cally **that will I do.” He who prays to 
the Father, prays to the Son. TMs doing 
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Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
it. ye love me, keep my commandments, And 

14.^1 John j ^Yie Father, and ^he shall give you another 

* Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever ; even] 

Bcb:lv. 26 » ®the Spirit of truth, ^whorn the world cannot receive, 
^ fjohnjiv.^6. because it '^seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 
u ijohn ii. tnow him : ^ for he dwelleth with you, “ and ^ shall he in 

^ mt expressed in the original, ^ render, beholdeth. 

1 render, because. ^ read, with many ancient authorities, IS. 


answers to the doing in ver. 12 ; the reason 
why you shall do these greater works, is, 
on account of the all-powerful Spirit of 
grace and supplication which My going to 
the Father shall bring down upon the 
Church ; in answer to which Spirit, I will 
do by you whatever in My Name (i. e. in 
union with Me, as being Mine, manifesting 
forth Jesus as the Son of God) ye shall 
ask. And the end of this is, that by these 
greater works, the wonders of grace and 
triumphs of the Spirit, the Father may 
be glorified (His glory shewn forth) in and 
by the Son, 14,J solemnly repeats as 
a promise, what was incidentally asserted 
before ; ‘ For this is a truth, that what- 
ever ' &c. And besides, there is added in 
the original an emphatic I ; it is I myself 
that will do it ; shewing that the use of 
the first person before was emphatic. ‘‘ This 
I myself already points to the glorification 
of Jesus.'' Bengel. 16.] is a following 
out of the condition in the former verse, 
ye shall ask any thing in my name 
‘ That way of prayer is the way of loving 
obedience, in which the Spirit is ever found, 
and which is only trodden by His help :' — 
and also of the purpose stated there, 
“ that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son * As the Father is honoured in the 
Son, so must the Son be honoured in you ;' 
— see ch. xv. 10. 16,] And then the 

Spirit shall proceed forth upon you. The 
word rendered I will pray betokens, pro- 
bably, a manner of asking implying actual 
presence and nearness, — and is here used 
of the mediatorial office in Christ's ascended 
state. Comforter — ^literally Paraclete. 

Olshausen remarks that the interpretations 
of this word range themselves in two 
classes, which again by no means exclude 
one another : — those of * Compokter,' and 
those of ‘ Advocate.' The etymology 
of the word requires the latter as its strict 
meaning, and in this strict meaning it 
satisfies 1 John ii. 1, ** we have an Advocate 
(Paraclete, as here) with the Father,** but 
not so aU the places where it is used of 
the Moly ^irit , — nor this verse, where of 


the Son and Spirit both. And therefore 
the other meaning, — Cpmforter, including 
as it does in its fulness (see Rom. viii. 26, 
where both, the helping and the interceding, 
are united) the Advocate also, has been 
both here and in Germany (Luther has 
the equivalent term) sanctioned by Chris- 
tian usage as the most adequate rendering. 
Wicliflf, from whom we have our word 
Comforter, often used ‘comfort' for the La- 
tin confortari, which means to strengthen, 
as e. g. Luke xxii. 43 ; Acts ix. 19 &c. 
Thus the idea of help and strength is con- 
veyed by it, as well as of consolation. 

It was this office, of Comforter in this 
double sense, which Jesus had filled to His 
disciples while with them and which 
the Holy Spirit was to fill even more 
abundantly (and in a higher sense, 
because their state would bo higher) on 
the removal of Jesus from them. 17.] 
This Comforter is, not ‘the true Spirit,' — 
but ‘ THE SPIRIT OP TRUTH j' — the Spirit 
Who is truth, 1 John v. 6, — of Whom all 
truth comes, and who alone leads into the 
whole truth, the truth of God, ch. xvi. 13. 

the world] equivalent to the “ car- 
nal** of 1 Cor. ii. 14 (where see note), 
those who live according to the desires of 
the flesh and the mind, and have no re- 
ceptivity of the things of God. 
beholdeth] This word behold, when 
used in a spiritual sense, is sometimes 
equivalent to know: but this cannot be 
so here, because it is separated from know- 
eth by neither : ‘ recognizes not in His 
operations, nor knows ;' — has neither sight 
nor knowledge of. ye know him] 
present, but spoken of their state as dis- 
ciples opposed to the world, — and by anti- 
cipation, as before. They were even now 
not of the w'orld (ch. xv. 19), and are there- 
fore viewed in the completion of their state 
as opposed to it. dwelleth (not shall 
dwell) is future in signification, as any 
present assertion of that which is to |ie 
permanent must necessarily be; abidelh, 
as in ch. viii. 35. Euthymius understands 
dwelleth with yon, of the Spirit abiding 
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you. * I will not leave you “ comfortless ; ^ I ® will come x Mott, xxviii. 
to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no 
more but ye ’^Vsee me: ® because I live, ye shall live j 
also. 20 that day ye shall know that am in ^ 

Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 21 c jjg hath cveniMs. 
my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth v.aV*' 
me : and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

22 d Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, ^ how is it dLukevi.ia. 

^ render, Orphans. ® literally, am going. 

render, beholdeth. P render, behold. 

^ Some ancient authorities read^ and how is it. 


in Jesus, who was among them : hut 
wrongly. is in you] This was per- 

haps corrected to the future, shall he*' 
because, though their knowledge of the 
Spirit proper to their complete state, and 
His dwelling, remaining, among them, had 
in some inferior sense begun,— His dwell- 
ing in them had not. With the verb in 
the present, the speaking by anticipation 
is still stronger. 18.] The original 
word should be literally rendered, orphans, 
as indeed it is in the margin of the A. V. 

The office of the Comforter is to 
connect the disciples with the Father: if 
therefore they had Him not, they would 
be fatherless. The expression is closely 
connected with “little ^jhildren” ch. xiii. 
33, and, as Futhyinius says, springs from 
paternal compassion. This makes our 
Lord^s declaration, that He was coming to 
them, plain, as applying to the coming by 
the Spirit, who is one with Christ ; — not 
only to the ultimate personal coming, 
wliich is but the last step of the Advent, 
nor only the bodily coming again to them 
and not to the world at the Resurrection, 
which was but a pledge of His lasting 
presence in the Spirit : see on ver. 3. The 
coming is (as there) the summary of these 
— the great Revisitation, in all its blessed 
progress. The absence of any connecting 
particle, as '*for,’* with this clause, arises 
from the depth of affection in the Lord’s 
heart. 19 — 21.] This coming is ex- 

plained to consist in His presence among 
them by the life of His Resurrection, which 
is theirs ; by (ver. 20) the witness of the 
Spirit in their hearts ; and (ver. 21) their 
sanctification by the Spirit in love, and the 
consequent manifestation of Jesus to them. 

Luthardt attempts to confine this 
coming (and the whole passage) to the last 
great Advent, in spite of the plain sense 
of w. 19, 20^ relying on the anal(^ of 


Rev. xxii. 17, and saying that, on the 
common interpretation, the Church would 
have no cause to long for her Lord : and 
so Augustine and others. But manifestly 
the context is against them ; and they must 
thus explain away many other passages 
(e. g. Matt, xviii. 20). The presence of 
Christ by the Spirit is none the less real, 
for being incomplete. 19.] The im^ 

mediate reference of this, ye behold me, is 
to the forty days (see Actsx. 41) — but only 
as leading on to its wider and deeper refer- 
ence to the spiritual life. I live, not 

shall live ** — the principle of Life being 
immanent in Him, ye shall live, live 
in all fulness, including the most blessed 
sense of life, — the Life of the Spirit, — here 
and hereafter. 20.] At that day, no 

particular day : but ' each of these periods, 
as its continually increasing light breaks 
upon you, shall bring increased knowledge 
of your unity in Me with the Father, and 
my dwelling in you by the Spirit.’ ^ If any 
particular day is to be thought of, it would 
naturally be the Pentecost. 21.] hath 
. . . and heepeth, — “ that is,” says Augus- 
tine, “ hath, in memory, and keepeth, in 
life or perhaps more accurately, ‘ He 
who has my commandments, as being my 
disciple by outward profession (not thus 
only : but holds them, by the inner pos- 
session of a living faith), and keeps them 
see Luke xi. 28. And this keeping is more 
of the inner will to keep them, than the 
absolute observance, which can only follow 
on high degrees of spiritual advancement. 

I will manifest myself to him] by 
the Holy Spirit ; sec ch. xvi. 14. This (as 
Stier observes) is the highest promise which 
can he made to man (see ver. 23), and yet 
it is made to every man who has and keeps 
the commandments of the Lord Jesus. 
Compare Exon, xxxiii. 13. 22.] Jndai, 

not Iscariot b the same person as ** Judas 
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tliat thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the 
• ver.16. world? ^3 Jesus answered and said unto him, ®If a man 
love me, he will keep my words : and my Father wjll love 
fijohnii. him, ^and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
iii. 2 o. 24 jf e that loveth me not keepeth not my 

g ver. 10. ch. sayings : and ® the word which ye hear is not mine, but 
Father’s which sent me. These things have I 
hver.ifl. epokennnto you, ^ bein^ present wM ^ou. But the 
ti- Comforter, [® which ts] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
ich. iL22:^xii. will send in my name, ^he shall teach you all things, and 
^ bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 

r render, while yet abiding with you. 

* omit ; not expressed in the original. If any word is supplied, even would he 
hotter, 

t render, bring to youT remembrance all* things which I spake 
unto you. 

the \hrother~\ of James'* m Lulcevi. 16: and wonderful promise of vcr. 23, see 
see note on Matt. x. 3. Meyer remarks Rom. viii. \5. 26 — 31.] Sis fare- 

that the words not Iscariot are in reality well, and the parting bequest of Sis Love. 
superfluous, after ch. xiii. 30, but are added 26.] have I spoken is anticipatory, 

by St. John from his deep horror of the referring, as “/ said** (ver. 26), to the 
Traitor who bore the same name. futures, shall teach,** and ** shall bring 

The question seems to be put with the to remembrance** Meyer supposes that a 
.Jewish idea, tliat the Messiali, the King pause took place here, and the Lord looks 
and .Judge of the nations, must necessarily back on what He had said to them. But 
manifest himself to the world. [In this does not seem so natural, 

reference to the reading in the margin, 26.] But — as if He had said, 

And how is it, &c. ?**, we may remark, * I know that ye do not understand them 
that and, preceding an interrogation, ex- yet ; but * &c. the Holy Ghost] The 

presses astonishment at what has just been Paraclete, or Comforter, is now more closely 
said, and, assuming it, connects to it a defined by this well-known Name, — and, by 
conclusion which appears to refute or cast the words, whom (which) the Father will 
doubt on it.] how is it that] lite- send, and the pronoun He . . . , designated 
rally. What has happened, that ... 1 personally, as One sent, and One acting 
23, 24.] These verses contain the on them. in my name] not, ‘in 

answer to the question in both its parts : — My stead,' but in regard of me — ‘ in 
“ how is it, that Thou wilt manifest Thy- answer to My prayer, and prayers in My 
self to us," — because love to Christ, lead- name, — to those who bear My name, — and 
ing to the keeping of His word, is the as a means of manifesting Me.' shall 

necessary condition of the indwelling and teach you all things stands by itself, not 
manifestation in man of the Father and 'with. whatsoever I have said unto you:** 
the Son ; — “ how is it, that Thou unit not shall teach you all things, — ‘ all that 
manifest Thyself to the world V* because can and may be learnt by you, all that 
want of love to Christ, leading to neglect of belongs to your work and life in Me.' 

His words, necessarily excludes from com- and bring all things to your remem- 
munion with the Father and the Son, and the branoe] What is not understood is liable 
Spirit, who reveals the Son in man. “The to be forgotten ; — and therefore in this 
addition, we will come unto him, and word is implied the giving them a right 
make our abode with him, makes this understanding of, as well as recalling, 
incapacity still plainer and more deeply what Jesus had said to them : see ch. ii. 
felt.” Meyer. For (and meaning,— hence 22 ; xii. 16. It is on the fulfilment 
you may infer what I am setting forth) of this promise to the Apostles, that thei/r 
the word which ye hear (and which the sufficiency as Witnesses of all that the 
world Jceepeth not, but neglect^, — is not Lord did and taught, and consequently 
Mine, but the Father's. On the gracious the authenticity oe thb^ Gospel nae- 
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mid unto you, ^7 Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

^Let nyt your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid, 

Ye have heard how ^ I said unto you, I go away, and mver.Ms. 
come agahi] unto you. If ye loved me, ye * would 
rejoice^ because \J I said'\ ”I go imto the Father: for my n ver. 12. ch. 
Father is greater than I. 29 ^now I have told you^JJ. ^'^ * 
before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, 
ye * might believe. 80 a Sereafter I will not talk much 
with you: Pfor the prince of '^this world cometh, and 


^ not expressed in the original 

y omit, 

® render, I wiU no more. 

EATITE, is grounded. 27.] This is 

introduced by ver. 25, which suggests the 
speedy close of the discourse. It was cus- 
tomary to take leave with wishes of 
peace : — so 1 Sara. i. 17 : Luke vii. BO ; 
Acts xvi. 36: 1 Pet. v. 14:,3 John 15. 
Also, to reassure by such words ; see Gen. 
xliii. 23 ; Judg. vi. 23. But our Lord 
distinguishes His peace, true peace, ‘ the 
peace which I have and give * (see ch. xv, 
11), from the mere empty word used in 
the world’s form of greeting. Peace (in 
general) He leaves with them ; — His peace 
He gives to them, over and above that 
other. The words, as the world giveth, 
must refer, I think, to the world’s manner 
of giving,— to the unreality of the 
world’s peace, of which, however true, 
there is no direct mention here. The 
world can only give peace in empty for- 
mulae, saying ‘ Peace, peace,’ when there is 
no peace: Jer. vi. 14 al. 28.] The 
former part of the verse gives a reason 
why their heart should not be troubled ; — 
then the rest of the verse removes all 
ground of fear, since it is an exaltation of 
Him whom they loved, which is about to 
happen ; and therefore a ground of joy, 
and not of fear. my Father is greater 
than I] And therefore the going of Jesus 
to the Father is an advancement. This 
word gnreater, as Luther well remarks, is 
not here used as referring to the Nature 
or Fssence of the Son as related to the 
Father, — but as indicating that particular 
subordination to the Father in which the 
Lord Jesus then was, — and the cessation 
of the state of humiliation, and entering 
into His glory, which would take place on 
His being received up to the Father. So 
also Calvin : “ Christ is not here com- 
ping the Divinity of the Father with 
His own, nor His human nature with the 


^ render, would bavG rejoiced. 

* render, may. 

^ render, the. 

divine essence of the Father, but rather 
His present state with the heavenly glory 
to which He was soon to be exalted.” 
And Cocceius : “ The inferiority here is 
not to be understood as meaning, accord- 
ing to His human nature ; for the words 
point to an inferiority which would be laid 
aside, on His going to the Father And 
this removes all reason for fear, as they 
will be exalted in Him. The whole 
doctrinal controversy which has been raised 
on these words (especially by the Fathers 
against the Arians), seems not to belong 
to the sense of the passage. That there is 
a sense in which the Father is greater 
than even the glorified Son, is beyond 
doubt (see especially 1 Cor. xv. 27 f.) ; but 
as on the one hand that concession is no 
concession to Arianism, because it is not 
in the essential being of the Son, but in His 
Mediatorial office, that this His inferiority 
consists, — so on the other hand this verse 
implies in itself no such inferiority, the 
discourse being of another kind. 

29.] I have told you — viz. ‘ the prophecies 
of My Resurrection and Ascension,’ &c. 

ye may believe] See ch. xiii. 19, 
where the words “ that I am He ” are sup- 
plied. That ye may believe, in the fullest 
sense of the word. Not that they did 
not previously believe Him to bo the Son 
of God : but then, when that was fulfilled 
in Him, which He had before predicted, — 
this their faith, which now, when he was 
speaking to them, was small, and, when He 
died, was almost extinguished, revived and 
flourished.” Augustine. See 1 John v. 13. 

30.] 1 wUl no more talk much with 
you : — ^then, as Stier remarks. He had some 
words more to say, and was not about to 
break off at ver. 31, as some have supposed. 
The necessity of the time broke off further 
words. the piinoe of this world] i. e. 
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hath nothing in me. 8i But that the world may know 
that I love the Pather; and ‘Jas the Father gave me 
Heb.v.s.’ commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hen(j.e. 

XV. 1 1 am the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 


Satan : — not, Satan in Judas, but Satan 
himself t with whom the Lord w^as in con- 
flict during His passion ; see Luke iv. 13 
(and note), and xxii. 53. hath nothing 
in me] i.e. as Augustine, **Jindeth no sin in 
Me** This is the only true interpretation : 
has nothing in Me— no point of appliance 
whereon to fasten his attack. But Meyer 
well observes, that this is rather the fact 
to he assumed as the ground of what is 
here said, than the thing itself which is 
said. Tholuck, and many others render 
it, ‘ has no foicer over me* or as Euthy- 
mius,^»c?5 nothing worthy of death. 

31.] ‘ But My Death is an act of voluntary 
obediencje, that it may be known that I 
love and obey the Father — ^that the glory 
of the Father in and by Me may be mani- 
fested.^ The construction is elliptic : 

supply, * But (his power over Me for death 
will be permitted by Me) that,* &c. And 
the period should be at so I do, as in the 
text. Moyer and others would put 

only a comma here, and carry on the sense, 
‘ But that the world may know that I love 
the Bather ^ and as the Bather commanded 
me, thus I do, arise, let us go hence* I 
need only put it to the inner feeling of 
any who have learned to appreciate the 
majesty and calmness of our Lord’s dis- 
courses, whether a sentence so savouring 
of theatrical effect is likely to have been 
spoken by Him. We may notwithstand- 
ing safely believe that the words ** Arise, 
let us go hence,** without this connexion, 
do undoubtedly express the holy boldness 
of the Lord in going to meet that which 
was to come upon Him, and are for that 
reason inserted by St. John. Arise, 
let us go hence] These words imply a 
movement from the table to depart. Pro- 
bably the rest of the discourse, and the 
prayer, ch. xvii., were delivered when now 
all were standing ready to depart. There 
would be some little pause, in which the 
preparations for departure would be made. 
But the place is clearly the same, see 
ch. xviii. 1, “ when Jesus had spoken these 
words. He went forth :** — besides which, wo 
can hardly suppose, as Grotius and others, 
discourses of a character like those in ch. 
XV. xvi. to have been delivered to as many 
as eleven persons, while walking hy the 
wwy, and in a time of such publicity as 
that of the Paschal feast. StUl less is the 
supposition of Bengel and Beausobre pro- 


bable, — that ch. xiii. xiv. happened outside 
the city, and that between ch. xiv. and 
XV. the paschal meal takes place. Com- 
pare also ch. xiii. 30, which is decisive 
against this idea. 

Chap. XV. 1 — 27.] Injunction to vital 
union in love with Jesus and one another. 

1 — 11.] Their relation to Him. 
Various circumstances suggestive of this 
similitude, of the vine and its branches, 
have been imagined ; but none of them are 
satisfactory. The vineyards on the way to 
Gethsemane, — the carved vino on the great 
doors of the temple, — a vine trained about 
the window of the guest-chamber, — are all 
fanciful, and the two first (see on (!h. xiv. 
31) inapplicable. The cup, so lately par- 
taken, is certainly nearer, — see below. But 
I believe th^t most probably the Lord did 
not take the similitude from any outward 
suggesting occasion, but as a means of il- 
lustrating the great subject, the inner 
unity of Himself and His. Occasion 
enough was furnished, by the Old Test, 
symbolism of the vineyard and the vine, — 
Isa. V. 1 ff. ; Jer. ii. 21; Ezek. xix. 10 ff., 
and especially Ps. Ixxx. 8 — 19 : by the in- 
timate analogy of vegetable life (of which 
the tree bearing fhiit is the highest kind, 
and of such trees the vine the noblest) 
with spiritual, and perhaps also by the 
fniit of the vine having been so recently 
the subject of their attention and the 
Lord’s prophecy, Lulce xxii. 18 and the 
parallel places. 1.] The Vino and 

branches stand in a much nearer connexion 
than the Shepherd and the sheep, or the 
lord of the vineyard and the vines; and 
answer to the Head and members in Eph. 
V. 23, 30 ; Col. ii. 19, linked together by a 
common organization, and informed by one 
and the same life. the tbtte vine] 
not only, * the vine by which prophecy is 
fulfilled :’ not only, ‘ the vine in which the 
organism and qualities of the vine are most 
nobly realized,’ but, as in ch. i. 9, the true, 
i. e. the original, or archetypal : that 
which served for the pattern of all such 
afterwards. The material creations of God 
are only inferior examples of that finer 
spiritual life and organism, in which the 
creature is raised up to partake of the 
divine nature ; only figures of the true, 
Heb. ix. 24; patterns (i. e. representa^ 
tions) of things in the hea/oens,** ib. 23 ; 
see ch. vi. 82. the husbajidman] Not 
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man. ^ ® Every branch in me that beareth not fruit 
he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, 
he ^ purgeth it, that it may ^ bring forth more fruit. 

Ure ye clean through the word which I have ^ lo i 
spoken unto you. ^ ® Abide in me, and I in you. As the f S. 
branch cannot bear ^ fruit of itself, except it abide in the ® i JohniU. 
Vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. ^ I am the 
vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same ^ hringeth forth much fruit : 8 for without 
me ye can do nothing. ® If a man abide not in me, he is 
® cast forth as a branch, and is withered ; and ^ men gather 

® render, cleanseth. ^ render, as above, bear. 

® render y Ye are clean already by reason of. 

^ render, beareth : the verb is one and the same throughout, 
fif render, because apart from me. ^ render, they. 


only the tiller of the land, hut the vine- 
planter and dresser ; He who has originated 
the relation between the vine and branches 
by planting the Vine in thi^ earth (the 
nature of man), and who looks for and 
ensures the bringing forth of fruit. 

2. ] The Vine contains fruitful, and un~ 
fruitful branches. Who arc these unfruit- 
ful branches? Who are the branches! 
Clearly, all those who, adopting the parallel 
image, are made members of Christ by 
baptism, Horn. vi. 3, 4 ; compare ** planted 
together f ib. vcr. 5, also Kom. xi. 17 If. 
The Vine is the visible Church here, of 
which Christ is the inclusive Head : the 
Vine contains the branches ; hence the 
unfruitful, as well as the fruitful, are in 
Me. Every such unfruitful branch the 
Father pulls off and casts away : and every 
one that beareth fruit He prunes, by 
cleansing it of its worthless parts, and 
shortening its rank growth, that it may 
ripen and enlarge its fruit better. 

3. ] clean, see ch. xiii. 10. In Eph. v. 26, 

we have both the washing by reason of the 
word, and the word itself, united. The 
word of Christ dwelling in them by Faith 
(see ver. 7) is the purifying principle (ch. 
xvii. 17). But the word clean here is not 
to be t^en as equivalent to cleansed, or 
pruned, in the sense of ver. 2. The ad- 
verb now or already limits it to their pre- 
sent capacities and standing. There was 
more pruning at hand, when the sap should 
begin to flow, — when the Spirit should be 
shed abroad ; and this future handling of 
the husbandman is indicated by the com- 
mand, ‘‘ Abide in meP 4. J And I in 

yon must not be taken as a promise 

Abide in and then I will abide in 


you**), which (see on ver. 2 above) would 
be contrary to the sense : but as a clause de- 
pendent on the former, ' Take care that ye 
abide in Me and I in you '* both these 
being necessary to the bringing forth 
fruit : see ver. 6, where the two are simi- 
larly bound together. Here the natu- 
ral strictness of the similitude is departed 
from. The branch cannot sever itself from 
the vine : but, such a cctse supposed, every 
one will see the inevitable consequence. 
Bengel says well, ‘^This passage plainly 
shows the diflerenco between what takes 
place in nature and what takes place in 
grace.*' It is the permitted free-will of 
the creature which makes the difference 
between the branches in the two cases. 

5.] The interpretation of the alle- 
gory which each mind was forming for 
itself, the Lord solemnly asserts for them. 
Notice the term the same — he and no 
other : “ it is he, that beareth much fruit.” 

The separation indicated in the last 
clause of the verse is more than ^ucithout 
Me* the words are best rendered apart, or 
separate from Me, from being in Me and I in 
you. The word because has respect rather 
to the sense, than to the words themselves : 
because union with Me is the sole efficient 
cause of fruit being produced, you having 
no power to do any thing, to bring any 
thing to perfection, to do any of those things 
which belong to that which ye are, separate 
from Me. 6.] This verse is a most im- 
portant testimony against supra-lapsarian 
error, shewing us that falling from grace 
is possible, and pointing out the steps of 
the fall. Observe this is not said of the 
unfruitful branch, which the Father takes 
away {in judgment) : but of one who wiU 
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tTiem, and cast them into the fire, and they ‘ are hurried. 
* oh.'iy.is, ^ If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ^'^ye shall 
g Matt-’v; w: ash ^ tehal ye will, and it shall be done imto you. ® « Herein 

Phil. 1 . 11 , ' 

^ is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; " 50 s^al^ 

ye he my disciples. ® As the Father hath loved me, so 
have I loved you: ^continue ye in my love. ye 

keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love ; even 
kch.xvi.24i ^ h.GiYe kept my FatheFs commandments, and abide in 
wdhni.4. his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that 
j^y remain in you, and ^ that your joy might be 

* This is my commandment. That ye love one 

t render, burn. ^ read, ask (imperative), ^ render, whatsoever. 


read and render, and SO shall 
read, that ye bear much fruit, and 
^ render, as below, abide. 

not abide in Christ, becomes separate from 
Him : (1) he is cast out (of the vineyard, 
or of the Vine) like a branch in such a 
case : (2) he becomes dried up, having lost 
the supply of life-giving sap (* quenched 
the Spirit,' 1 Thess. v. 19) : (3) he is 
gathered up with other such (Matt. xiii. 
40) by the angels at the great day : (4) is 
cast into the fire, as the result of that 
judgment ; and finally (5) * hurneth / not, 
'is burned' in any sense of being con- 
sumed ; " and must burn/* as Luther ren- 
ders it. 7.] All bringing forth fruit 
is the result of answered prayer for the 
assisting grace of God; and therefore 
the answer of all prayer is here pro- 
mised to those who abide in Christ and 
have His word (Heb. vi. 5) abiding in 
them. The impemtive is used by anti- 
cipation, of the future time. This not 
having been seen, it has probably been 
altered to the future, as in the A.V. : see 
ch. xiv. 13. whatsoever ye will, in 
the supposed case, is necessarily in the way 
of Ood*s will, and as tending to bearing 
much fruit, 8.] Herein belongs to 

the following words, not the prece^ng: 
as in the text. The much fruit is 
not merely ' large success in the apostolic 
mission,' but ' individual advance in bring- 
ing forth the fruits of the Spirit.' 
According to the reading cited in the 
margin, the Father's glorification is con- 
tinued by another result, and that ye may 
become My (true) disciples] “It is the 
foundation of being a Christian, to become 
a disciple of Christ : it is the completion 
of being Br Christian, to be a disciple of 
Christ.'' Bengel. According to the 

reading with the verb in the future, the 


ye become. Many ancient authorities 
become. 

actual result of what precedes is stated: 
and so ye shall become My disciples. 

9. ] The Lfve between the Father and 
Christ is compared with that between 
Christ and His disciples. 'As the Father 
hath loved the Son, so the Son His disciples.' 

Tlie words my love may be under- 
stood as meaning the love of Me ; — b\it 
the sense is not good, and the expression 
is not parallel with the same expression in 
ver. 10 ; so that I prefer my love, the love 
which I have towards you ; remain in it; do 
not cast yourselves out of it. The other sense 
is implied in this, but not expressed. 

10. ] The way thus to remain is prescribed; 

even that way of simple obedience to Sis 
Will, which He followed to the Will of the 
Father. On the words my love, see 

above. 11. have 1 spoken] Again 

anticipatory, hastening to the end of the 
discourse, and treating it as ended. 

my joy] not ^joy concerning Me/ nor 
*joy derived from Me/ nor ‘ My joy over 
you/ but My joy, properly speaking (see 2 
Cor. ii. 3, My joy is the joy of you alV*)\ 
“ His own holy exultation, the joy of the 
Son in the consciousness of the love of 
God, of His Unity with the Father : see 
ver. 10." (Liicke.) and that your 

joy might be full] That their joy might, 
by the indwelling of that Sis Joy, be 
uplifted and ennobled even to fulness, — 
to the extreme of their capability and ' 
satisfaction, — and might remain so. 

12 — 17.] Union in love with one emother 
enjoined on them, 12.] Tliat He 

may shew them that it is no rigid code of 
keeping commandments in the legal sense, 
ver. 11 is inserted, and now the command- 
ment (as including all otjiers) is again 
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another, as I \^hav^ loved you. Greater love tath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his fSShniii. 
friends., i^^nye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
command you. ^ Henceforth I call you not servants; 

^for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I ® iv®iu.T7. 
have called you friends; ^ ^for all things that I have heard 
of my Father I have made known unto you. p Ye * have ? John iv. 
not chosen me, but I ^ have chosen vou, and ^ ordained vou, q liatt;xxviii. 
that ye should go and Coring forth fruit, and that your 

® omit. P render y No more do I Call you. 

^ rendeTy bccause. 

r rendery because I made known unto you all things that I heard 
from my Father. 

® rendery did not choOSe. ^ rendery chose. 

^ rendery appointed. * render, bear. 


explained (see ch. xiii. 34) to be, mutual 
lov€y — and that, after His example of 
Love to them. 13.] A ^fficulty has 
been unnecessarily found in this verse, 
because St. Paul, Ilom. v. 6 If., cites it as 
a nobler instance of love, that Clirist died 
for us when we were enemies. But mani- 
festly here the example is from common 
life, in which if a man did lay down his 
life, it would naturally be for his friends ; 
and would be, and is cited as, the greatest 
example of love. Nor again is there any 
doctrinal difficulty : our Lord does not 
assert of himself, that He laid down his 
life only for his friends (as defined in the 
next verse), but puts forward this side of 
his Love as a great and a practical exam- 
ple for his followers. His own great 
Sacrifice of Himself lies in the back- 
ground of this verse; but only in the 
background, and with but one side of it 
seen, viz. his Love to them. See 1 Tim. 
iv. 10, and compare 1 John iii. 16. 

14.] parallel to ver. 10, — and like it, 
guarded, in vv. 15, 16, 17, from legal 
misinterpretation. 16.] Spoken, by 

anticipation, of the state in wliich He 
would place them under the Spirit. Nor 
is there any discrepancy with ch. xiii. 13, 
16, and ver. 20 here, which are also 
spoken of their future condition: for in 
that sense both relations subsist together. 
It is the lower sense of the word rendered 
servant (signifying both servant and slave)y 
which is brought out in this verse. The 
anticipatory cliaracter of the saying is 
clearly shewn in the words, “ Knoweth not 
what his lord doeth : ” for this was pre- 
cisely their present condition, but was 
after His A^ension changed into light and 


knowledge, I made known unto you] 

Here again the allusion must be (see ch. 
xvi. 12) to their future state under the 
dispensation of the Spirit : nay, even to 
the fulness and completion of it, as Augus- 
tine remarks ; compare the confession of 
one of the greatest Apostles, 1 Cor, xiii. 
10. ‘‘As we look for immortality of the 
flesh and salvation of the soul in the future, 
although, having received the pledge of 
both, we are said to be already saved : so 
wo should hope for in the future the 
knowledge of all tilings which the Only- 
begotten has heard from the Father, 
although Christ says He has already made 
them known to us.*^ Augustine. 

16.] See 1 John iv. 10, 19. Further proof 
of His love, in his choosing His, when they . 
had not chosen Him. appointed] See 

Acts xiii. 47 : 1 Thess. v. 9, and reff. 
Chrysostom and others explain it as mean- 
ing planted in reference to the simili- 
tude of the vine. But the parable seems 
to be no farther returned .to than in the 
allusion implied in hearing fruit. “ Or- 
dained/* in A. V., is objectionable, as con- 
veying a wrong idea, that of appointing to 
the Ministryy which is not hero present. 

that ye should go and bear fruit] 
The word go probably merely expresses 
(see Matt, xviii. 15; xix. 21, and Luke 
viii. 14) the activity of living and de- 
veloping principle; not the missionary 
journeys of the Apostles, as some have 
explained it. The fruit is not the Church, 
to be founded by the Apostles, and en- 
dure;— this is evident, for here the fruit 
is spoken of with reference to themselves, 
and their ripening into the full stature of 
Christ. Much of their fruit will be neoes- 
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'x"’.!#.**’ fruit should remain : that ' whatsoever ye \J shall^ ask of 
aver. 19. the Father in my name, he may give it you. ^7 » These 
tijohniii. 1 * things I command you, that ye love one another.c *If 
the world * hate you, * ye know that it ^ hated me before 
uijoimiv.6. [7 it hated'] you. i®“If ye were of the world, the world 
xch.xvii.i4. would love his own : but * because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you. Kemember the word that I said 
y Matt. X. 94. uuto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
ch.xui.ift.' they \J have] persecuted me, they will also persecute you; 

they \j have] kept my ^ they will keep your’s 

also. ® But * all these things will they do unto you for 

y omit, * render^ hateth. 

* better imperative^ knoW. ^ render ^ hath hated. 

® render. There is nO servant. ^ render, word. 

® render y Howbeit. 

sarily the winning of others to Christ: plains this hatred, but derives additional 
but that is not the prominent idea here, comfort froisn it, as a sign that they were 
that your fruit should remain] See not (any longer) of the world ; but chosen 
2 John 8 : Bev. xiv. 13. that what- out of it by Him, and endued with a new 

soever ye ask . . . ] This second that is life from above. By the result being 
parallel with the former one, not the expressed in the words, would love his 
result of it j the two, the bringing forth (its) own, not “ would love youf we have 
of fruit and the obtaining answer to the true practice of the world hinted at, 
prayer, being co-ordinate with each other ; and the false character of the world's love, 
but (vv. 7, 8) the bearing fruit to God's as a mere self-love, set forth. In this 
glory is of these the greater, being the ‘loving their own,' the children of this 
result and aim of the other. 17.] The world fall into hating one another, 
expression these things refers (as almost Meyer remarks the solemnity of the world 
always in John, see verses 11, 21 ; xvi. 1, thus repeated five times. 20.] Our 
25, 33 ; xvii. 1 ; xviii. 1 al.) back to what Lord had said it to them in ch. xiii. 16, 
has gone before. ‘ The object of my en- but with a different reference : the sense 
joining these things on you is (for all since here being, ‘ Remember the saying, for it 
ver. 12 has been an expansion of the words is true in this matter also ;' see Matt. x. 
“ as I loved you ") that ye love one 24-, where it is used in the same sense, 
another' (see 1 John iv. 11). Then from They, i. e. the world — the persons consti- 
the indefiniteness of this term, one another, tuting it. A difficulty has been raised 
our Lord takes occasion to forewarn them on the latter clause of this verse, because 
that however wide their love to one they** did not in any sense keep** 
another, they cannot bring all within Christ's word, whereas they did persecute 
this category ; there will be still the Him : and an attempt has been made 
world outside, which will hate them. to give to the word “ keep ** the sense of 

18 — 27.] Their relation to the world: watching with a hostile intent, which it 
and w. 18 — 21, ground- of the world* s will not bear. Nor is irony (Lampe, Stier) 
hatred. On the connexion, see above. in this latter clause at all in keeping with 

18.] See ch. vii. 7. The verb rendered the solemnity of the discourse. There is 
in the A. V. ye know** is most likely im- no real difficulty ; the words simply mean, 
perative, know ye. The assertion of their ‘ the keeping My word and the keeping 
^owledge of the fact would in all likeli- yours are intimately joined, and when you 
hood have been otherwise expressed in the find the world or any part of the world do 
original. See more in the note in my the first, you may infer the other.' The 
Greek Test. The great proof of this hatred issue of the condition, “ If they kept My 
to Him was yet to come, but is viewed els saying f was to be proved by their rejec- 
past. This knowledge brings comfort, tion and killing of the Lord Jesus. 

1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. 19.] not only ex- 21.] Howbdlt — stronger^ than merely 
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my name’s sake, because tbey know not him that sent me. 

22 bjf j come and spoken unto them, they ^ Aac?bch.ix. 4 i. 

not had^^\ii : ®but now they have no Hcloke for their sin. ® 

^ He that hateth me hateth my Father also. ^ If I d i John ii. 23. 
had not done among them ® the works which none other ech.iu. 2^ 
man did, they ^ had not had sin : but now have they both *'* 
seen and hated both me and my Father. But this 
cometh to passi] that the word might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, ^They hated me without a cause. 

«But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 7 ^^ 5 ?’ASi 

which proceedeth from the Father, ^he shall ^testify ofbijohnv.e. 

^ render i WOuld not have. & render ^ for perspicuity y eXCUSe. 

^ not expressed in the original, ^ render^ bear witness. 

** But — nay, so far is this from being so, testimony of His toorTcs among them also, 
that it is on this very account, because ye as leaving them again without excuse ; — 
belong to Me, that they will thus treat they had had ocular witness of His mission, 
you. all these things — alj that is im- 25.] But all this not as an accidental 

plied in haling and persecuting. It thwarting of My word and work among 

was on account of hearing the Name of them, but as a matterpredicted in Scripture. 
Christ that the Christians were subjected in their law, ch. x. 34 and note, 

to persecution in the early ages, and that To suppose any irony in these words, as 
they are even now hated by those who De Wette does (‘they are true followers - 
know Him not; but this is to them com- out of their law*)y is manifestly against 
fort and joy, see Acts v. 41 : 2 Cor. xii. 10 : the whole spirit of our Lord’s reference to 
Gal. vi. 17 : 1 Pet. iv. 14. they know the law. It is called ‘ their law,* — “ the 
not] not, ‘ They know Him not as having law which they are ever turning over and 
sent Me * — but they know not Him who vaunting themselves about,** as Bengel 
has sent Me. Ignorance of God (not de- says, — as condemning them, though their 
siring the knowledge of His ways) is the boast and pride. without a cause, as 

great cause of hostility to Christ and His answering to “ they have no excuse for their 
servants. 22.] The sinfulness of this sinf ver. 22. The citation is pro- 
hate. See ch, ix. 41 and note. bably from Psalm Ixix., which treats of the 

If I had not come and spoken unto them, rejection and sufferings of the Messiah, 
i. e. discoursed to them, generally ; not, 26.] This assurance carries on the 

acquainted them with their sin. The sin testimony concerning Christ, — which the 
spoken of is, not the generally sinful state world should see and hear, and yet reject 
of the w'orld, — nor the sin of unbelief in and hate Him, — oven to the end of time, 
Christ, which they of course could not by means of the Spirit of Truth : so that 
have committed, h^ He never come : but on the one hand this seeing and hating 
the sin of hatred to Him and HiSy which must not be expected to cease as long as 
might have been excused otherwise, but the Spirit bears this witness, — and on the 
noW that He had come and discoursed other. He, the Spirit of Truth, will never 
with them, had no excuse, since He had cease to overcome the hating world by this 
plainly shewn them the proofs of His mis- His testimony. the Comforter (Fara- 
sion from the Father. Thus He shews clete)] See ch. xiv. 16 and note, 
that they embraced the side of evil of their whom I will send] Stier dwells on the 
.own accord, and had no pretext of self- accurate division of the clauses here, “ the 
justification. 23.] See ch. xiv. 9. Comforter whom I will send,** — but “ the 

Human regards, whether of love or of Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from 
hatred, towards Him who is the only the Father.** The first clause he regards 
manifestation of the Father to His crea- as spoken with reference to the mediatorial 
tures, are in fact directed towards the dispensation, of the Spirit in His office as 
Father Himself ; see Ps. Ixix. 9, cited in Paraclete, sent from the Father by the 
Rom. XV. 3. 24.] He refers to the glorified Son (or, by the Father in the 
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* y® ^ witness, because ^ ye have 

i{. 82 *iu. been with me from the beginning. 

m! XYI. ^ These things have I spoken imto you, that ye 

2 Pet! Lie. ® should not be offended. ^ ^ They shall put you out of the 
^ I'john L synagogues : yea, ^ the time cometh, that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he ^doeth God service, ^ And these 
84: things will they do [J^tmto you'], because they have not 
cActs vHi-^i: known the Father nor me. ^ But these things have I 
d?h.'iv!2i. ^ told you, that when ^ the time shall come, ye may remem- 

Koni. z. 2. 

1 Cor. 11. 8. 1 Tim. 1. 18. e ch. xiii. 10 : xlv. 29. 

^ render, are witnesses. 1 render, the houT, or, an hour. 

^ letter, offereth a service to God. 

omitted ly most of the ancient authorities, 

0 render. Nevertheless. P render, spoken unto you. 

ft read and render, their hour is COme. 

Son’s name, ch. xiv. 26), and bringing in But both the one and the other are given 
the dispensation of the Spirit ; — the second, ly the self -same Spieit ; — neither of them 
in strictness of theological meaning, of the inconsistent with, or superseding the other, 
essential nature of the Spirit Himself, that from*' the beginning, as in Luke i. 

He proceedeth forth from the Father, 2, and in the sense of Acts i. 21 ; — ‘ from 
(And if from the Father, from the Son the beginning of the Lord’s ministry.’ 
also, — see ch. xvi. 15, and those passages The present tenses set forth the connexion 
where the Spirit is said to he His Spirit, between the being (continuing to be) wit- 
Itom. viii. 9 ; Gal. iv. 6 ; Phil. i. 19; 1 Pet. nesses, and tlie being (having been through- 
i. 11, also Rev. xxii. 1.) Perhaps however out) companions of the Lord in His minis- 
it is better to take the whole as siK>ken try. Thus we have in 1 John iii. 8, *^the 
witli reference to the mediatorial dispensa- devil sinneih from the leginning” 
tion. Then the former description is Chap. XVI. 1 — 33.] The promise of the 
parallel with the latter, and the procession Comforter expanded in its fulness. And 
from the Father is the sending by the Son. herein, w. 1 — 15, the conditions of His 
At all events, this passage, as Beza re- coming and His offices. 1.] These 

marks, cannot be alleged either one way things, vi%. ch. xv. 18 — 27, — not only the 
or the other in the controversy with the warning of the hatred of the world, but 
Greek church, which maintains that the the promise of the testifying Spirit (Stier). 
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father 2.] On putting out of the syna- 

alone, not as we (see Nicene Creed) jfrow gogue, see ch. ix. 22; xii. 42. The 
the Father and the Son. 27.] The word yea introduces a yet more grievous 

disciples are not, as some have supposed, and decisive proof of their nature, 
here mentioned as witnesses separate from that he offereth a service to God] The 
and working with the Holy Spirit. The verb in the original is the technical word 
witness is one and the same; the Spirit for offering a sacrifice. The Rabbinical 
will witness in and by them : the intro- books say that “ he who sheds the blood 
ductory clause, when the Comforter is of an intidel is as one offering a sacrifice.” 
come, belongs to the whole ; see Luke See 1 Cor. iv. 13, and note. 3.] See 

xxiv. 48, 49, where this is strongly ex- Luke xxiii. 34 ; ch. xv. 21 ; Acts iii. 17 ; 
pressed. This verse alludes to the his- and 1 Tim. i. 13. 4.] Nevertheless 

torical witness which the Holy Ghost in here indicates no contrast, but only break- 
the ministers and eye-witnesses of the ing off the mournful details, and passing 
word, Luke i. 2, should enable them to back to the subject of ver. 1. If we are 
give, — which forms the human side of this to seek any contrast, it will be between 
great testimony of the Spirit of truth, and the non-knowledge” of the world, and 
OP WHICH OUE INSPIRED GosPELS ARB the ** rememlering” of the church. The 
THB STTMJIAEY : the Divine side being, one know not what they are doing : the 
His own indw^ng testimony in the life other know well what they are suffering, 
and heart of every believer in all time. their hour] i. e. the time of their 
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ber that I told you of them. ^ these things I said Matt. ix. 

not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

^ But now ^ I go my way to him that sent me ; and none 
of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? ^ ® because I 
have said these things unto you, ^ sorrow hath filled your h ^r. 22. oh. 
heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth, It is expedient 
for you that I away: for if I ^go not away^ ^ the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but ^ if I ^ depart ^ I krc'tfii.M! 
will send him unto you. ® And when he is come, he will *^*'^-^^*** 

^ render y But. • render y Yet. 

* render, depart. r&nder, depart not. 

^ render y gO. 


happening. The “ I” before told you 
of them is emphatic, ‘ I myself — that 
it was I MYSELF who told you. A diffi- 
culty has been found in the latter part of 
the verse, because our Lord had repeatedly 
announced to them future persecutions, and 
that at least as plainly as here, ^att. v. 10 ; 
X. 16, 21—28, and elsewhere. And hence 
some Commentators find ground for sup- 
posing that the chronological order of the 
discourses has not been followed in the 
three first Gospels. But there is in reality 
no inconsistency, and therefore no need 
for such a supposition. This declaration, 
as here meant y was not made before y be- 
cause He was with them. Then clearly it 
is now madcy in reference to His immediate 
departure. And if so, to what will these 
things most naturally refer ? To that full 
and complete account of the world’s mo- 
tives, and their own office, and their comfort 
under it, which He has been giving them. 
This He had never before done so plainly, 
though occasional mention has been made 
even of the help of the Spirit under such 
trials ; see Matt. x. 19, 20. because I was 
with you] While the Lord was with them 
(compare Matt. ix. 15), the malice of the 
world was mainly directed against Simy — 
and they were overlooked : see ch. xviii. 8. 

In this past tense, I was, we have the 
anticipatory character of the discourse 
again manifest. The Lord looks upon His 
earthly course as ended. 6.] This is 

occasioned by the foregoing, but in fact 
begins the new subject, the condition of 
the Comforter^ s coming. and none of 
you asketh me .... ] They had (see ch. 
xiii. 36; xiv. 6) asked this verbally before : 
our Lord therefore cites the question here 
in some other and deeper sense than they 
had used it there. I believe the meaning 
to be : * None of you enquires into the 
NATITEE of My depa/rtwrey so as to appear 
VoL. I. 


anxious to know what advantages are to 
be derived from it ; but (ver. 6) you are 
all given up to grief on account of what 
1 have said.’ 6.] ‘ Grief has filled, 

entirely occupied, your heart (not your 
heartsy* but singular, as common to all, 
see Rom. i. 21), to the exclusion of any 
regard of my object in leaving you.* 
‘These are the same disciples who after- 
wards, when their risen Lord had ascended to 
heaven,— without any pang at parting with 
Him, returned with great joy to Jerusalem, 
Luke xxiv. 52.’ Augustine remarks that 
“ there is beneath this mild rebuke a tacit 
consolation. For while He blames them 
in that they neglected enquiring whither 
He was going. He virtually excuses this 
their negligence, in that it arose from their 
being overwhelmed with sorrow.” 

7.] NeverthelesB refers to the last clause, 
— notwithstanding that no one of you 
asks me, 1 Myself will tell you the real 
state of the case. It is expedient for 

yon, implies that the dispensation of the 
Spirit is a more blessed manifestation of 
God than was even the bodily presence of 
the risen Saviour. Every rendering 

of this verso ought to keep the distinction 
between the two verbs which our Lord 
uses in speaking of His departure ; which 
is not accurately done in the A. V. De- 
part and go seem to be the best words : 
the first expressing merely the leaving 
themy the second, the going up to the 
Father. The I before depart is again 
emphatic: ‘that I, for my part, should 
leave you.’ Tliis saying of our Lord, 
that the Comforter will not come, except 
He himself depart, is a convincing proof, 
if one more were needed, that the gift of 
the Spirit at and since the day of Pente-- 
cost, was and is something totally dis- 
tinct ^row any thing before that time : a 
new and loftier dispensation. 8— ll.} - 

R K 



598 


ST. JOHN. 


XVI. 


y reprove the 'world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment : * ’of sin, because they believe not on me ; of 

y render, COnvict. < 


We have here, in a few deep and wonderful 
words, the work of the Spirit on the world 
set forth. This work He shall begin when 
He is come, — come, that is, to you : not, 
however, merely ‘ hy your means' but per- 
sonally : so that it is not the work and 
witness of the Apostles which is spoken of, 
except in so far as they are servants of the 
Holy Spirit, but Sis own immediate per- 
sonal working. 8. will convict] It is 
difficult to give in one word the deep 
meaning of the original term ; ‘ convince * 
approaches perhaps near to it, but does not 
express the double sense, which is mani- 
festly here intended — of a convincing unto 
salvation, and a convicting unto condemna- 
tion : — Weprove* far too weak, convey- 

ing merely the idea of an outward rebuke, 
whereas this reaches into the heart, and 
works inwardly in both the above-men- 
tioned ways. See the whole question 
amply discussed in Archdeacon Hare’s 
“Mission of the Comforter,” vol. ii. note 
K. Liicke’s comment is valuable : 

‘The testimony of the Holy Ghost in 
behalf of Christ as opposed to the unbe- 
lieving world (ch. XV. 26) is essentially a 
refutation, a demonstration of its wrong 
and error. All the apostolic preaching, as 
addressed to the world, takes necessarily 
this polemical form (1 Tim. v. 20 ; 2 Tim. 
iv. 2 j iii. 16 ; Titus i. 9, 13 ; ii. 15). And 
the more difficult was the disciples’ conflict 
against the power of this world with only 
the Word for their weapon, the more com- 
fort was it for them, that the power of 
God the Spirit working by this refutation 
was their help. In Matt. x. 19, 20 ; Luke 
xii. 11, 12, the apologetic side of their 
conflict, which was in close connexion with 
the polemical, is brought into view. In 
the word here used is always implied the 
refutation, the overcoming of an error, a 
wrong, — by the truth and the right. 
And when, by means of the refutation” 
the truth detects the error, and the right 
the wrong, so that a man becomes conscious 
of them, — then arises the feeling of guilt, 
which is ever painful. Thus every such 
refkitation” is a chastening, a punish- 
ment. And hence this office has been 
called the punitive office of the Spirit. 
The effect of the “ refutation ” carried on 
by the divine Spirit in the world may be 
to harden : but its aim is the deliverance 
of the world. This term the world, in 
John, uicludes those who are not yet 


delivered (from the power of Satan to God), 
who may he yet delivered, — not the con- 
demned. If the “ refutation” of the world 
is a moral process, its result may just as 
well be conversion, as non -conversion. Only 
thus did the refutation carried on by the 
Spirit answer the end of Christ’s coming ; — • 
only thus could it be a cheering support 
to the Apostles. Certainly, the judgment 
with which it closes is condemnation, not 
however of the world, but of the Prince of 
the world.' De Wette denies the 

salutary side of this convicting process — 
but he is certainly wrong : see below. 

These three words, sin, righteousness, 
judgment, comprehend the three great 
steps of advance in spiritual truth among 
men. Of itself the world does not know 
what Sin is, what Righteousness is, what 
Judgment is. Nor can either of these be 
revealed to *any man, except by the Spirit 
of God working within him. Each man’s 
conscience has some glimmering of light 
on each of these; some consciousness of 
guilt, some sense of right, some power of 
judgment of what is transitory and worth- 
less : but all these are unreal and un- 
practical, till the convicting work of the 
Spirit has wrought in him. 9 .] And 
the great opening of Sin to the world is 
to shew them that its root and essence 
is, unbelief in Christ as the Son of Ood. 
Unbelief : — for, mankind being alien 
from God by nature, the first step towards 
their recovery must be to lay hold on that 
only safety which He has provided for 
them ; and that laying hold is faith, and 
the not doing it, when revealed and placed 
before them, is sin. Beforetime, it was 
also unbelief; — ‘The fool hath said in his 
heart, there is no Ood ' — but now, — for 
we can only believe as God has revealed 
Himself, — it is unbelief in Christ the Son 
of Ood, — the having no desire to come to 
Sim: see this pointedly asserted 1 John 
v. 10 —12. Remember, this unbelief is not 
a mere want of historical faith, — but un- 
belief in its very root, — the want of a 
personal and living recognition of Jesus 
as the Lord (1 Cor. xii. 3), which, wherever 
the Spirit has ‘opened His commission’ 
by the planting of the visible Church, is 
the condemning sin of the world. Of this 
He shall convince those who are brought 
out of the world, and ultimately convict 
those who remain in it and die in their 
sins (see Hare, “ Mission of tl\p Comforter,” 
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righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye * see me mActaxxvi. 
no more; of judgment, because "the prince of this » Luke x is. 


world 5^ judged, I have yet 
you, °but ye cannot bear them 
he, ^ the Spirit of truth, is come, 

* render^ behold. 

vol. ii. note Q). 10.] The right- 

eousness here spoken of cannot be only 
the righteousness of Christy the mere con- 
viction of which would only bring condem- 
nation to that world which rejected and 
crucified Him : hut as Stier remarks rightly, 
the conviction of the world concerning 
sin, righteousness, and judgment must be 
concerning a sin that is theirsy a righteous- 
ness that is (or, in the cose of condemna- 
tion might have been) theirs y a judgment 
which is theirs (see below). Then what 
is the world* s Hghteousness 1 Not their 
own, but that of the accepted Man Christ 
Jesus standing at the right kand of God 
(seen by us no more, but by that very 
withdrawal testified to be the Son of God, 
THE Kighteoits One), manifested in the 
hearts of men by the Spirit to be their only 
righteousness ,* — and thereby that right- 
eousness, which they had of their own 
before, is demonstrated to be worthless, and 
as filthy rags. It is Wis going to the 
Father by which this righteousness is 
assured to us, and by the effect of which, 
the Spirit, the conviction respecting it is 
wrought in our hearts. The condemnatory 
side of this part of the Spirit’s work of 
conviction is, — that remorsey wherewith 
they whose day of grace is past shall look 
on the perfect righteousness which might 
have been theirs, and on the miserable 
substitute with which they contented them- 
selves. 11.] As the righteousness 

spoken of was the world*s righteousness, 
and the convicting them of it was the 
manifesting to them how worthless it (their 
righteousness after its old conception) was 
of their own by nature, but how perfect 
and complete it (the same as now newly 
and more worthily apprehended) is in and 
by Christ, — so now the judgment spoken 
of is the world* s judgment : — on the one 
sidey their judgment or estimate, or dis- 
crimination of things, — on the other side, 
Ood*s judgmenty to which it is opposed. 
This their judgment by nature they form 
in subjection to the prince of this world, 
the Devil, of whose power they are not 
conscious, and whose existence they even 
deny : but the Spirit of God shall con- 
vict this judgfm^nt of wrong ;-"Shall shew 


many things to say unto cSiK ie. 
now. Howbeit when owwk’ivlk 

1 Cor. iii. 2. 

^he will guide you into p J'; 

XV, 2C. 

q ch. xlv. 26, 1 John ii. 20, 27. 

^ render y hath been. 

them how erroneous and destructive it is, 
and what a bondage they have been under ; 
— shall detect to them the Prince of this 
world reigning in the children of disobe- 
dience, and give them a better judgment, 
by which they shall ' not be ignorant of 
his devices’ (2 Cor. ii. 11). But this 
better judgment itself is that very truth 
of God manifested in the Lord Jesus, by 
which (ch. xii. 31) the Prince of this world 
is cast out ; — by which the follower ef 
Christ is enabled to say, * Get thee behind 
mo, Satan by which the unbelieving world, 
and its Prince, are finally condenmed in 
the judgment hereafter. I have pre- 

ferred giving pointedly what I believe to 
be the sense of this most important pas- 
sage, to stringing together a multitude of 
opinions on it : seeing that of even the 
best Commentators no two bring out 
exactly the same shade of meaning, and 
thus classification is next to impossible. 
It will be seen that in my view the sub- 
jective (internal, acting in and on the 
mind of its subject) and objective (external, 
viewed from without, belonging to the 
object regarded, not to him who regards 
it) bearing of the three words are both to 
be kept in sight, and that the great con- 
victivc work of the Spirit is to bring man 
OUT OF HIMSELF INTO Christ, Who (in 
His objective manifestation) must be made 
unto him (subjectively), 1. redemption, 
2. righteousness, 3. wisdom (the fourth, 
sanctification, not being here treated of, 
as being another part of the Spirit’s work, 
and on those who are no longer “ the 
world,** see ch. xvii. 16, 17) ; and to con- 
demn those who remain in the world 
finally, in all these points, as having re- 
jected Christ. And this convictive work 
of the Spirit is a complex progressive 
work ; including the ministry of the 
Apostles, and every step taken towards 
divine truth in the history of the Church, 
as well as the conversion of individuals, 
and condemnation of the unbelieving. 

12.] The many things which our 
Lord does not say to them are, the things 
belonging to all the truth ” in the next 
verse, which were gradually unfolded, after 
the .^cension, by the Spirit. 13,] he, 

t 2 
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° all truth : for he shall not speak of himself ; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak : and ® he will sheiv you 
things to come, He shall glorify me : for he shall ^receive 
rMatt.xi.27. of mine, and shall ^shew it unto you. ^All things that 
xui.8': xvii. the Father hath are mine : ® therefore said I, that he t ^hall 
a vor. 10, ch. take of mine, and shall ^sheiv it imto you. little 

88: xiv.i9.* while, and ye ^ shall not see me : and again, a little while, 

^ render^ all the truth. 

® render, he shall tell you the things to come. 

^ render, tell. ® render, for this CauSO. 

^ read and render, receiveth. 

^ render, no longer behold me : see note. 


emphatical, as in ver. 8 : sec note, ch. vii. 
29. all the truth] viz. on those 

points alluded to in ver. 12. The Lord had 
ever told them the truth, and nothing hut 
the truth, in spiritual things, — but not yet 
the whole truth, because they could not 
hear it. This the Spirit should lead them 
into, open the way to it, and unfold it by 
degrees. No promise of universal 

knowledge, nor of infallibility, is hereby 
conveyed ; but a promise to them and us, 
that the Holy Spirit shall teach and lead 
us, not as children, under the tutors and 
governors of legal and imperfect know- 
ledge, but as sons (Gal. iv. 6) making 
known to us the whole truth of God. 
This was in an especial manner fulfilled to 
them, as set to be the founders and teachers 
of the Churches. for he shaU not 
epeak of himself] The Spirit does not, any 
more than the Son, work or speak of Him- 
self : both are sent, the one from the 
Father, the other from the Father and 
Son : the one to testify “ whatsoever He 
shall hear** of the Father, the other of 
the Father and the Son. whatsoever 

he shall hear] from God, the Father 
and the Son. he shall tell you 

the things to come] As the direct ful- 
filment to the Apostles of the leading 
into the whole truth was the unfolding 
before them those truths which they have 
delivered down to us in their Epistles, — 
so, though scattered traces of the fulfil- 
ment of this part of the promise are found 
in the Acts and those Epistles, its com- 
plete fulfilment was the giving of the 
Apocalypse, in which “ the things to come ** 
are distinctly the subject of the Spirit’s 
revelation, and with which His direct tes- 
timony closes : see Rev. i. 1 ; xxii. 6, 20. 
On the whole of this verse, see Eph. iv. 
7 — 16. 14.] This is in connexion 

with ver. 12 — and sets forth that the 
Spirit guiding into truth is in fact the 


Son declaring the truth, for He shall shew 
forth the glory of Christ, by revealing the 
matters of Christ, — the riches of the 
Father’s love in him (ver. 15). This 

verse is decisive against all additions and 
pretended revelations subsequent to and 
besides Christ; it being the work of the 
Spirit to testify to and declare the 
THINGS OE Christ; not any thing new 
and beyond Him. And this declaration is 
coincident with inward advance in the 
likeness and image of Christ (2 Cor. iii. 
17, 18), not with a mere external develop- 
ment. 16.] Here we have given 

us a glimpse into the essential relations of 
the Blessed Trinity. The Father hath 
given the Son to have life and all things 
in Himself (Col. i. 19 ; ii. 2, 3), the rela- 
tion being, that the Son glorifies not 
Himself but the Father, by revealing the 
Father, whom Ho alone knows (Matt. xi. 
27). And this Revelation, the Revelation 
of the Father by Christ — is carried on by 
the blessed Spirit in the hearts of the dis- 
ciples of Christ ; Wlio receives (i. e. whose 
Ofiice it is to receive) of the things of 
Christ, and declares, proclaims, to them. 

for this cause I (rightly) said .... 
i.e. ‘this was the ground of My assert- 
ing :’ not the reason why it was said, but 
the justification of it when said. This 

verse contains the plainest proof by in- 
ference of the orthodox doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity. 

16 — 24.] The Lord speaJes of His with- 
drawal, and its immediate mournful, hut 
ultimate (and those soon to begin) joyful 
consequences for His disciples. The 
connexion is : ‘ Very soon will the Spirit, 
the Comforter, come to you : for I go to 
the Father, without any real cessation of 
the communion between you and Me.’ 
Liicke. 16.] The mode of expression 
is (purposely) enigmatical ; — the beholding 
and seeing not being co-oidinate; — the 
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and ye shall see ^ine[i; because I go to the tver w. cu. 

17 k Then said some of his disciples among themselves, 

What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye 
1 shall not see me : and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see me : and, Because I go to the Father ? i® They said 
therefore. What is this that he saith, ^ A little ivhile ? we 
“ cannot tell what he saith, [1 Notv^ J esus knew that 
they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, ® 2)o ye 
enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and 
ye 1 shall not see me : and again, a little while, and ye shall 
see me ? Yerily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall 
weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice : [} and~\ ye 
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy. 21 woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, * na* ixvi. 17 . 

^ omit, k render, Therefore. 

1 render, behold me not. 

^ render, this little while. 

“ render, know not of what he speaketh. 

0 render. Is it concerning this that ye enquire among yourselves, 
because I said. 


first referring merely to physical, the 
second also to spiritual sight. So before, 
ch. xiv. 19, where see note. It is im- 
portant to observe the distinction between 
the two verbs, which the A. V. has 
obliterated by rendering both see/* The 
** heholding *’ implies the long, constant, 
usual sight of Him which they then had 
in the flesh : the “ seeing ** the glimpses 
obtained by occasional appearances and 
visions, and the dimmer and more inter- 
rupted spiritual sight gained by faith. 

The promise of seeing Him after a 
little while, began to he fulfilled at the 
Resurrection ; — then received its main ful- 
filment at the day of Pentecost ; — and shall 
have its final completion at the great 
return of the Lord hereafter. Remember 
again, that in all these prophecies we have 
a perspective of continually-unfolding ful- 
filments presented to us : see note on 
ch. xiv. 3. 17, 18.] The disciples 

are perplexed by this little while, as con- 
nected with what our Lord had before 
asserted ver. 10, “ I go to my Father,” 
That seemed to them a long and hopeless 
withdrawal : how was it then to be recon- 
ciled with what he now said of a short 
absence ? What was this little while t 
This connexion not being observed, has 
led to the insertion by the copyists of the 
clause because I go to the Father in ver. 
16. 18.] The real difficulty being in 


the “ little while/* our Lord applies him- 
self only to this, not noticing the other 
part of the question : which confirms the 
view of the connexion taken above. 

20.] The words weep and lament are to 
be literally taken : see Luke xxiii. 27. 
They would mourn for Him as dead: — 
see also ch. xx. 11. ye, emphatic, as 

opposed to the world. And the joy of the 
world found its first exponent in the scoffs 
of the passers-by at the crucifixion, 
ye shall be sorrowful] This goes deeper 
than the w eeping and wailing before : and 
plainly shews that the whole does not only 
refer to the grief while the Lord was in 
the tomb, but to the grief continually 
manifesting itself in the course and con- 
flict of the Christian, which is turned into 
joy by the advancing work of the Spirit of 
Christ;— and, in the completion of the 
sense, to the grief and widowhood of the 
Church during her present state, which 
will be turned into joy at the coming of 
her Lord. shall be turned into joy] 

not merely changed for but changed 
into so as itself to become, — so that the 
very matter of grief shall become matter 
of joy; as Christ’s Cross of shame htw 
become the glory of the Christian, Gal. vi. 
14. 21.] The object of comparison is, 

grief which is turned into joy : but the 
comparison itself goes far beyond this mere 
similitude. A woman] The original 
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because her hour is come : but as soon as she is delivered 
of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for 
yver. 6 . ^joy that a man is born into the world. ^2 y And rye now 
therefore have sorrow : but I will see you again, and your 
* Lukeiiir. heart shall rejoice, * and your joy no man taketh from you. 

Ji^'2o:*Act8 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. ^Yerily, 
Jet.' verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
^ i'ti will give it you, 24 * Hitherto have ye asked 

bJh.i?'.!!. nothing in my name : ask, and ye shall receive, ^ that your 
joy may bo ® full, These things have I spoken unto you 

^ render, her joy. 

^ read, with the most weighty ancient a/uthorities. If yo shall ask the Father 


any tning, ne win give it you in 
® render, made full, or, filled. 

has the definite article, the woman. This 
is said by some Commentators to be in 
allusion to the frequent use and notoriety 
of the comparison. We often have it in 
the 0, T., — see Isa. xxi. 3 ; xxvi. 17, 18 ; 
xxxvii. 3 ; Ixvi. 7, 8 : Hos. xiii. 13, 14 : 
Mic. iv. 9, 10. when she is in 

travail] literally, is bringing forth. 

The deeper reference of the comparison 
has been well described by Olshausen : 

‘ Here arises the question, how are we to 
understand this similitude? We might 
perhaps think that the suffering Manhood 
of Christ was the wowan in her pangs, and 
the same Christ glorified in the Resur- 
rection, the Man horn ; but the Redeemer 
(ver. 22) applies the pangs to the dis- 
ciples : how then will the “ man ” who 
is born apply to them ?’ Then, after con- 
demning the shallow and unsatisfactory 
method of avoiding deep research by as- 
serting that the details of parables are 
not to be interpreted, he proceeds : 
‘Hence the proper import of the figure 
seems to be, that the Death of Jesus 
Christ was as it were an anguish of birth 
belonging to all Humanity, in which the 
perfect Man was born into the world j and 
in this very birth of the new man lies the 
spring of eternal joy, never to be lost, for 
all, inasmuch as through Him and His 
pow’er the renovation of the whole is ren- 
dered possible.' And indeed the same is 
true of every Christian who is planted in 
the likeness of Christ. His passing from 
sorrow to joy — till ‘ Christ be formed in 
him,' is this birth of pain. And the whole 
Church, the Spouse of Christ, — nay, even 
the whole Creation, travaileth in pain 
together (Rom. viii. 23) till the number of 
the elect be accomplished, and the eternal 


my name. 


joy brought in. 22.] I will see you 
again— in the same manifold meaning as 
before noticed — will see you — at My Re- 
surrect ion-t by My Spirit — at My second 
Advent. 23.] that day, in its full 

meaning, cannot import the forty days : 
for. Acts i. 6, they did then ask the Lord 
questions — nor this present dispensation of 
the Spirit, during which we have only the 
firstfruits, but not the full understand- 
ing so as not to need to ask any thing; 
(for is not prayer itself an asking ?) — but 
that great completion of the Christian's 
hope, when he shall be with his Lord, when 
all doubt shall be resolved, and prayer shall 
be turned into praise. The Resurrection- 
visiting, and the Pentecost-visiting of them, 
were but foretastes of this. Stier well re- 
marks, ‘ The connexion of the latter part of 
this verse is, — the way to asking nothing 
any more, is to ask and to pray the more 
diligently, till that day comes.' It has 
been supposed wrongly that the words me 
and the Father are in opposition in this 
verse, and thence gathered that it is not 
lawful to address prayer to Christ. But 
such an opposition is contrary to the whole 
spirit of these discourses, — and asking the 
Father in Christ's name, is in fact asking 
Him. In the latter clause, notice the 
right reading. He will give it you in my 
name. He being the element, the region, of 
all communication between God and the 
Church. Compare Rom. i. 8, where thanks 
are offered through Jesus Christ. 

24.] It was impossible, up to the time of 
the glorification of Jesus, to pray to the 
Father in His Name. It is a fulness of 
joy peculiar to the dispensation of the 
Spirit, to be able so to do, Eph. ii. 18. 
ask, and ye shall receive] <See Matt. vii. 
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in ^proverbs : hut] * the time cometh, when I shall no 
more speak unto you in ^proverbs, but I shall y shew you 
plainlybof the Father. 26 jq shall ask in my ever. 28 . 

name : and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father 
for you : 27 dfor the Father himself loveth you, because ye 
have loved me, and ®have believed that I ^came out from 

^ render, parables. ^ omit, 

* render, the hour, or, an houT. 

y render, tell you plainly concerning. 

* render, as in next verse, came forth. 


7, and mark the difference between the 
command then and now, — that in my 
name is added. 

26 — 33.] Their present real weakness 
and imperfection, though fancied strength : 
their future high blessedness and share in 
His triumph, though in tribulation in the 
world. 25.] The word used here sig- 
nifies liter ally, as rendered in A. V., a pro- 
verb : hut it is better for ^he English 
reader to render it parable, because pro- 
verb has the technical appropriated sense 
of a short pithy saying of concentrated 
wisdom, whereas this implies generally 
something dark and enigmatic^ — deep 
truth wrapped up in words, as in a parable. 

This is true of the whole discourse 
— and of the discourses of the Lord in 
general, as they must then have seemed to 
them, before the Holy Spirit furnished the 
key to their meaning. the hour 

cometh] viz. the same as that indicated in 
w. 16 and 23 ; — but here again, not one 
hour only exclusive of all others, but to be 
understood of the several steps of spiritual 
knowledge. Olshausen finely remarks, 
tliat all human language is a parable, or 
dark saying, only able to hint at, not to 
express fully, the things of God ; and that 
the .Lord contrasts the use of this weak 
and insufficient medium, with the inward 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. This inward 
teaching, because it is a real imparting of 
the divine Nature and Life, brings with it 
not only prater in the name of Jesus, but 
a free access to the Father Himself. Tliis 
speaking plainly however, he continues, is 
describe here by the Lord in its ideal per- 
fection (as it will hereafter be) : and is only 
approximated to on earth ; for, as long as 
the old man yet lives in us, we require still 
the Lord's intercessory prayer (ch. xvii. 
15), daily washing from the pollution of 
the world ; by which Intercession alone the 
faithful man, notwithstanding his imper- 
fection, can enjoy in peace the grace of 
God vouchsafe to him. 26.] 'The 


more knowledge, the more prayer in the 
name of Jesus,' Liicko. ' Knowledge be- 
gets prayer,' Bengel. The approaching 
the Father through Him shall be a cha- 
racteristic of their higher state under the 
dispensation of the Spirit. I say not 

unto you . . . .] This has been variously 
understood. Grotius’s rendering, “ I pass 
by this, as a lesser thing than that which 
I am about to mention," comes I believe 
the nearest to the truth, though it does 
not express the whole meaning. The Lord 
is now describing the fulness of their state 
of communion with Himself and the Father 
by the Spirit. He is setting in the strongest 
light their reconciliation and access to the 
Father. He therefore says. Ye shall ask 
the Father in My name : and I do not now 
say to you, — 1 do not now state it in 
this form, — that I will ask the Father for 
you — as if there were no relation of love 
and mercy between the Father and your- 
selves : — (27) for the Father Himself (i. e. 
of His own accord) loveth you; why? 
Because ye love and believe on Me. 

The whole mind of the Father towards 
mankind is Love : both in Hedemption 
itself (ch. iii. 16), — and then in an especial 
manner by drawing those who come to 
Christ (vi. 44), — and again by this fuller 
manifestation of His love to those who be- 
lieve on and love Christ. The aim of this 
saying is, to shew them that His interces- 
sion (which is still going on under the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit, 1 John ii. 1) does 
not imply their exclusion from access to 
the Father, but rather ensures that access, 
by the especial love which the Father bears 
to them who believe in and love His Son : 
Chbist being still the efficient cause of 
the Father's love to them, and the chan- 
nel of that Love. No stress must be 

laid (Liickc) on ye have loved here coming 
before have believed, as to Faith coming 
after Love ; probably ye have loved** is 
placed first as corresponding to the word 
loveth** just before: — and it might be 



604 


ST. JOHN. 


XVI. 28-33. 


fch.xiii.8. God. came forth from the Father, and am come into 

the world : again, I leave the world and go to the Father. 
29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou 
plainly, and speakest no ^proverb, Now ^ are ive sure 
gch.xii.i 7 . that ^ thou knowest all things, and needest not that any 
h ver. 27. ch. man should ask thee : by this ^ we believe that thou 
earnest forth from God. Jesus answered them, ^ Do 
k ch. XX. 10. yQ now believe ? ^2 i Behold, ^ the hour cometh, yea, is now 

lch.viii.20: ^ in, i v i • 

m^s'i.^x. 6.‘ eome, that ye shall be scattered, ^ every man to his own, 
itomlv.?.' and shall leave me alone; and ^yet I am not alone, 
coi. i. 2 o ’ because the Father is with me. These things I have 
spoken unto you, that ™in me ye ® might have peace. ” In 
ooh.xTv.i.' the world ye ^ shall have tribulation: ‘’but be of good 
i johuiv.4: eheer: pI have overcome the world. 


^ render, parable. 

^ render, KnoW WC. It is the same verb as knOWest, which follows. 
® letter. Ye do now believe. ^ or, an hour. 

® render, may. f read, have. 


said with just as much reason that the 
Faith contains the ground of the Love, as 
the converse. 28.] ‘ And your belief 

is sound : for I did indeed come forth’ 
.... see ch. xiii. 3. 29, 30.] The 

stress is on Now : as if they said, Why 
announce that as future, which Thou art 
doing now V* The hour was not yet come 
for the speaking plainly : so that we must 
understand the disciples’ remark to ho 
made in weakness, however true their 
persuasion, and heartfelt their confession. 
“ They so little understand Him, that they 
do not even understand, that they did not 
understand. For they were as babes.” 
Augustine. ** They are annoyed that they 
should be accounted by their Master as 
unskilful and not comprehending His dis- 
courses, and wanting another Teacher, the 
Spirit whom He promised. And thus they 
go so far as to contradict Christ and dis- 
pute His plain words, and deny that 
He was speaking enigmatically to them.” 
Lampe. But by the word now they proba- 
bly only mean, in verses 26 — 28. 30.] 

* Thou hast spoken so clearly of our feeling 
towards Thee, and of Thyself, that we have 
no occasion to ask Thee any thing ; — and 
this was what Thou didst announce would 
be ; — we know therefore, by its being so, 
that Thou knowest the secrets of our 
hearts (all things by inierence),— and 
hence beueve that Thou earnest forth from 
God.’ The whole being a misunderstand- 
ing of what had gone before, w. 23, 26. 


31.] Our Lord does not clear up 
their misunderstanding, but leaves that 
for the coming day of the Spirit. He only 
assures them that their belief, though sin- 
cere and loving, was not so deeply grounded 
in knowledge of Him and His appointed 
course, as they imagined. The opening 
words of our Lord’s answer are much better 
taken not as a question; for this very 
belief was by our Lord recognized and 
commended, see ch. xvii. 8, also Matt. xvi. 
17, 18. And as Stier remarks, “ it was the 
aim and purpose of the whole prophetic 
office of Jesus, to prepare some first dis- 
ciples (not the Apostles alone) for the re- 
ception of the Spirit of Truth and the 
fruits of His Death, by grounding in them 
firm belief in His Person.” He therefore 
recognizes their faith ; but shews them 
how weak it as yet was. 32.] See 
Matt. xxvi. 31, to which same prophecy 
the reference here is. I am not alone] 
The Father can never leave the Son, even 
in the darkest hour of His human suffer- 
ing: — the apparent desertion implied in 
the cry * Why hast Thou forsaken me ? ’ 
being perfectly consistent with this; see 
note. Matt, xxvii. 46. 33.] On the 

first clause, especially the words in me, see 
ch. XV. 7. This presupposes the return 
from the scattering in ver. 32, — the 
branches again gathered in the vine. 

ye £ive tribulation] The words are 
spoken of their normal state in the world. 

This tribulation is not only perse- 
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XVII. 1, 2. 

XVII. 1 These words spake Jesus, and Kfted up his eyes 
to heaven, and said, Father, *^the hour is come; glorify 
thy Sog, that thy Son also may glorify thee : ^ ^ fiT as thou 
hast given him power over all flesh, that ^ he should awe Phifif’io 

Heb. a. 8. 

? render, according as. 

^ render, whatsoever thou hast given him, to them he should give 
eternal life. 


cution from the world, but trouble, inward 
distress, while we are in the world, — ch. 
xvii. 11 ; — a comforting sign that we are 
not of the world. And this latter idea 
is implied between the two clauses : ‘ Be of 
good cheer ; for ye belong not to the world, 
but to Me, who have (anticipation again, — 
by that which is now at hand) overcome 
the world, so that it shall have no power 
over you, externally by persecution, or in- 
ternally by tcm})tations and discourage- 
ments.' See 1 John v. 4, 5. 

Chap. XVI 1. 1 — 26.] His love in 

THE GLOllIEICATION OF THE SON OP 
God. The parting prayer ^f the Lord 
Jesus : and herein, for Himself (1 — 5) ; 
for His disciples (6 — 19) : for all he- 
lievers, that they may he one (20, 21), — 
that they may he glorified in the comple- 
tion of that unity (22 — 24),— /or their 
abiding in the union of love, the perfection 
of divine knowledge (25, 26). Bengel ob- 
serves that this, of all chapters in Scrip- 
ture, is the simplest in words, and the 
deepest in meaning. Our Lord, the Only- 
begotten, and co-eternal with the Father, 
when in the form of a servant, might, 
from this His condition of humiliation, 
have prayed in silence, if He had need of 
pra^’er ; but it was His pleasure so to 
shew Himself as a suppliant to the Father, 
as to be mindful that He was our Teacher. 
Accordingly, the prayer which He made 
for us. He made known also to us : such a 
Master taught His disciples not only by 
His discourses to them, but by His prayers 
to the Father for them. And if them, 
who were to hear these words, then us 
also, who were to read them when written." 
Augustine. 1.] These words, the fore- 
going discourse. St. John very sel- 

dom depicts the gestures or looks of our 
Lord, as here. But this was an occasion 
of which the impression was indelible, and 
the upward look could not be passed over. 

to heaven] Nothing hereby is de- 
termined as to the locality. The guest- 
chamber no doubt was the place of this 
prayer. The eyes may be lifted to heaven 
in-doors, as well as out-of-doors ; heaven is 
not the sky, but that upper region, above 
our own being and thoughts, where we all 


agree in believing God to be especially pre- 
sent; and which we indicate when we 
direct our eyes or our hands upward. The 
Lord, being in all such things like as we 
are, lifted up His eyes to heaven when 
addressing the Father (not His hands, for 
He prays not here as a suppliant — but as 
an intercessor and a High Priest, standing 
between earth and heaven, see ver. 24, 
where he says, I will, that ....). It 
is impossible to regard tlie following prayer 
otherwise than as the very words of our 
Lord Himself faithfully rendered by the 
beloved Apostle in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Father] not. Our Father, — 

which He never could say, — nor. My 
Father, — which would be too great a 
separation between Himself and His for 
such a prayer (see Matt. xxvi. [39,] 42, 
w^here He prays for Himself only) — but 
simply Father; that Great Name in 
which all the mystery of Redemi)tion is 
summed up. the hour is come] See 

ch. xii. 23, 28 ; xiii. 31, 32. The Glorifica- 
tion is— the exaltation by Death and Re- 
surrection : He prays in the Manhood, 
and for the exaltation of the Manhood, but 
in virtue of His Godhead, ver. 5. thy 
Son] He prays first as concerning Himself, 
in the third person, to set the great matter 
forth in all its majesty ; then from Himself, 
in the first person, ver. 5, putting Himself 
into the place of “ thy Son” here, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee] “ These 
words are a proof that the Son is equal to 
the Father as touching His Godhead. What 
creature could stand before his Creator and 
say, ‘ Glorify Thou me, that I may glorify 
Thee ? ' " Stier. This glorifying of 

the Father by the Son is, the whole great 
result of the glorification of the Son by the 
Father, — the manifestation of God to and 
in men by the Son through the Spirit. 

2.] ‘ The causal connexion expressed 
by according as is this, that the glorifica- 
tion, the end, must correspond to the be- 
ginning, to the sending, the preparation, 
and office of the Son.' (Lucke.) We must 
also bear in mind that the ‘giving of 
power' in this verse is the ground and 
source, as well as the type and manner, of 
the glorification : see Rom. i. 28 ; 1 Cor. i. 
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c ver.^6.^ 24. ^terual life to as many ° as thou hast given him. ^ And ^ this 
is life eternal, ^that they might know thee ®the only true 
God, and ^ Jesus Christy ^ whom thou hast sent. ^ ^\,I have 
2 M 7 fViiy^' glorified thee on the earth: have finished the work 

xK42:^®’ * which thou ^ qavest me to do. ® And now, 0 Father, 

gch.xlii.81: 

xiv. 18. h ch.iv. 84: V.80: ix. 8 : zlx. 30. i ch. xiv. 81 : XV. 10. 

i render, for perspicuity, to knOW. 

^ render, him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ. 

1 literally y I glorified .... I finished : see note, 

render, hast given. But in all three places there is some uncertainty about 
the reading. 


6. all flesh is not only ' all mankind/ 
but (see Gen. vii. 15, 16, 21) all that has 
life, all that is subject to death, all that is 
cursed on account of sin. But of this all, 
mankind is the head and crown, and in the 
full blessings of the Lordship of Christ 
mankind only can particijiate. All flesh 
is given by the Father, from before 
the foundation of the world, to Christ ; 
the whole creation is His to rule. His to 
judge, by virtue of His being, in the root 
of that human nature, to which sove- 
reignty over the world was given, the 
SECOND AND HIGHTEOUS AdAM. 

But in this wide gift, there is a more 
special gift, — whatsoever thou hast giveh 
him in the stricter sense, — the chosen, they 
who believe on Him. And to them, and 
them only, He imparts the further and 
ineffable gift consequent on union with 
Him their God in the Spirit, — viz. eter- 
nal LIFE (compare ch. v. 26, 27 ; also vi. 
87). 3.] See a similar definition of a 

term just used, in ch. iii. 19. this 

IS life eternal, not is the way to it. The 
knowledge spoken of is no mere head or 
heart knowledge, — the mere information 
of the mind, or excitation of the feelings, 
— but that living reality of knowledge and 
personal realization, — that oneness in will 
with God, and partaking of His nature, 
which IS itself life eternal : — the know- 
ledge, love, enjoyment, of Him who is in- 
finite, being themselves infinite. “ The 
beginning of life is the result of the par- 
ticipation of God ; and participation of 
God is the knowing God and enjoying His 
goodness." Irenaeus. The Latin Fathers, 
Augustine, Ambrose, and Hilary, anxious 
to avoid the inference unwarrantably drawn 
by some from this verse against the God- 
head of Christ, tried to arrange it thus : 
**that they might know Thee, and Jesus 
Christ whom Thou didst send, (to be) the 
only true God.” But this treatment of 
the original is inadmissible. Others, as 
Chrysostom and Euthymius, construing 


rightly, yet regarded Jesus Christ as in- 
cluded in the words “ the only true God.” 
But all such violences to the text are 
unnecessary. For, first, the very juxta- 
position of Jesus Christ here with the 
Father, and the knowledge of both being 
defined to be eternal life, is a proof, by 
implication, of the Godhead of the former. 
The knowledge of God and a creatwre 
could not b§ eternal life, and the juxta- 
position of the two would be inconceivable. 
Secondly, the words whom Thou didst 
send most distinctly express the coming 
forth from God, ver. 8 — imply the unity 
expressed in ver. 22, and cannot, in con- 
nexion with what follows, possibly be un- 
derstood in a Socinian, or an Arian sense. 
I do not scruple to use and preach on the 
verse as a plain proof of the co-equality of 
the Lord Jesus in the Godhead. A 

difficulty has been found in the use of the 
name Jesus Christ by the Lord Kim- 
self: — and inferences have been hence 
made that we have St. John^s own lan- 
guage here : — but surely without any 
ground. He who said “ Thy Son/^ ver. 1, 
might well here, before the change to the 
first person in ver. 4, use that prophetic 
Name Jesus, which had been divinely 
given Him as the Saviour of men, and its 
weighty adjunct Christ, in which Names 
are all the hidden treasures of that know- 
ledge of which He here speaks. And as to 
the later use of the two names together 
having led to their insertion here by the 
Apostle, — what if the converse were the 
case, and this solemn use of them by our 
Lord had given occasion to their subse- 
quent use by the Church ? This is to me 
much more probable than the other. 

4, 6.] The past tenses are anticipatory. 
The past tenses are, in the original, inde- 
finite ; 1 glorified Thee ... I finished . . . 
Our Lord stands by anticipation at the 
end of His accomplished course, and looks 
back on it all as past, as historically 
gathered up in one act. English we 
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glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory ^ which k chj. ^ 
I had with thee before the world was. ® have mani- 
fested^thy name unto the men "“which thou “ me *1*^’ 

out of the world : thine they were, and thou ^gavest them Vq- 

me; and they have kept thy word. 7 J^ow they ^have ^• 29 :xv.i 9 . 
hioivn that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are 
® of thee, 8 P For I have given unto them the words 
" which thou gavest me ; and they \^have\ received them, 

®and ^ have known surely that I ^ came out from thee, and 25. ch. 
they have'] believed that thou didst send me. ® I ^ pray for 

^ render^ know. ® render, from. 

P render. Because. ^ omit. 

^ render, knew. ® render, came forth. 

^ or, am praying : see note. 


can hardly retain these indefinite past 
tenses. They admit with us of another 
meaning, seeming to refer to a period far 
removed, and not to one ji^t completed. 
Wherever they can be retained in their 
proper force, I have done so. the 
work which thou gayest me to do is not 
only the ministerial life of our Lord, but 
the whole Life, with all its appointed mani- 
festations of humility and purity ; — the 
perfect righteousness which by that life 
He has planted in our nature, — and His 
prophetic and declarative office, terminated 
by His Passion and Death. 6 . glorify 
thou me] Notice the relation between I 
have glorified Thee before and glorify Thou 
Me now. The same Person who had with 
the Father glory before the world, also 
glorified the Father in the world, and prays 
to be again received into that glory. A 
decisive proof of the unity of the Person 
of Christ, in His three estates of eternal 
prae-existence in glory, humiliation in the 
flesh, and glorification in the Resurrection 
Body. This direct testimony to the 

eternal prse-existence of the Son of God 
has been evaded by the Socinian and also 
the Arminian interpreters, by explaining 
the word had to mean, possessed by Thy 
decree which destined it for Me/* On the 
identity of the glory in ver. 22 with this 
glory, see note there. before the 

world was] i. e. ‘ before all creation.^ 
with thee] See ch. i. 1, 18. 

6 — 19.] He prays for His disciples. 

6 .] This verse particularizes ver. 4, and 
forms the transition to the intercessory 
prayer. thy name] Thy Name of 

Fathes, which was so constantly on the 
lips of our Lord and which derived its 
living meaning and power from His teach- 


ing; see Exod. xxiii. 21. the men 

which thou gavest me] The Father gave 
them to Christ, by leading them to Christ, 
see ch. vi. 37, 44, 45. thine they 

were — Israelites — Thy people, before : — 
not only outwardly, but Israelites indeed, 
see ch. i. 48, and thus prepared to receive 
Christ. And thus the expression out of 
the world answers to the taking to Him- 
self a nation out of another nation, Dent, 
iv. 34. But see the fuller sense below, on 
ver. 9. they have kept thy word — 

walked in the path of Thy commandments ; 
— sec ch. viii. 51, 52 ; xiv. 23. 

Stier understands their walking in the Old 
Test, ordinances blameless, as Luke i. 6, 
— and thus (compare ch. i. 42, 46) re- 
cognizing Christ as the Messiah when He 
came. But this is perhaps hardly likely 
to have been set at the end of the sen- 
tence, after “ Thou hast given them Me.** 

7.] all things whatsoever thou hast 
given me, ‘My whole words and works.' 

On this their conviction, which how- 
ever had not reached its ripeness yet, see 
ch. xvi. 30. 8.] I have given unto them 

the words . . . , and the similar sayings 
ch. XV. 15 ah, seem to be a reference to 
Deut. xviii. 18, 19, where it is said that 
the Prophet ‘shall speak unto them all 
that I shall command Him.' The im- 
parting to them of these “ words** was the 
efficient cause of their faith ; — see their 
confession ch. vi. 68, 69, where “ we have 
believed and know** are connected as here. 

On the two last clauses we may 
notice, that our Lord's coming forth from 
the Father is with them more a matter of 
conviction from inference, and is therefore 
connected with they knew (see ch. iii. 2) : 
— whereas the other side of the same 
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pijohnr.io. them, ^I ^^pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me ; for they are thine. And ^ all 
(1 ch. xvi. 18. mine are thine, and ^ thine are mine ; and I am glor-fied in 
rch xiii.ii them. ^ And noni] I am no more in the world, y but 
these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
* jXi.‘ ® through thine own name those whom thou hast given 

or, am praying : see note. 

^ render^ all things that are mine : the gender is neuter. 

* omit : not in the original. y render ^ and. 

* read, keep them in thy name, which thou hast given me. 


truth, thou didst send me, the act of 
the Father unseen by us, is more a 
matter of jpure faith, — and is therefore 
connected with they believed. In the 
first, the expression knew surely (truly) 
stamps our Lord’s approval on their know- 
ledge, and distinguishes it from such 
knowledge as the bare assumption of 
knowing (John iii. 2) by Nicodemus and 
his colleagues. 9.] Stier remarks, that 
the Lord here begins to fulfil His promise 
Matt. X. 32. I pray not for the world] 
The misconceptions which have been made 
of this verse, as implying a decree of ex- 
clusion for the vessels of wrath, may be at 
once removed by considering the usage of 
the term the world in this Prayer. The 
Lord does pray distinctly for the world, 
w. 21, 23, that they may believe and 
know tliat the Father hath sent Him. He 
cannot therefore mean here that He does 
not pray (absolutely) for the world, but 
that He is not now asking for the world, 
does not pray this thing for the world. 
These **whom Thou gavest J/e" have 
already believed and known ; the prayer 
for them is therefore a different one, viz. 
that in vv. 11, 15. The mistake would be 
at once precluded for English readers by 
the paraphrase, I am praying for them ; I 
am praying not for the world .... for 
they are thine] in a fuller sense than 
they were Thine, ver. 6. That was 
their preparation for Christ ; this is their 
abiding in Him, which is abiding in the 
Father, see next verse. 10. j Compare 

ch. xvi. 16 and note. ** It were not so 
much if He had only said, ‘All Mine is 
Thine f for that we may all say, that all 
we have is God’s. But this is a far greater 
thing, that He inverts this and says, ‘ All 
Thine is Mine.’ This can no creature say 
before God.” Luther. The A. V.,— 
‘AH Mine are Thine,’ &c. — gives the er- 
roneous impression that persons only are 
meant, whereas it is all things, in the 
widest meaning, — the Godhead itself in- 


eluded, — of which this is asserted. I 

am glorified in them] not ‘ by their means* 
but in them; by that “ I in them** of ver. 
23, the life of the vine in the branches ; so 
that the fruit of the branches is the glory 
of the vine, by the sap of the vine living in 
the branches. All this again is anticipa- 
tory. 11.] The occasion, and substance 
of ilis prayer for them. I am no more 
in the world] This shews us that *‘the 
world** is not said of place alone, for the 
Lord Jesus is still here i but of state, the 
state of men in the flesh; sometimes 
viewed on its darker side, as overcoming 
men and bringing in spiritual death, — 
sometimes, as here, used in the most 
general sense. and these are . . ] not 
but ; it expresses the simultaneous state of 
the Lord and His, see ch. xvi. 32, and 
note. Holy Father] Holy, as applied 
to God, peculiarly expresses i\mt penetration 
of all His attributes by Love, which He 
only who here uttered it sees through in 
its length, breadth, and height : — which 
angels (Isa. vi. 3 ; Rev. iv. 8) feel and ex- 
press : — which men arc privileged to utter, 
but can never worthily feel : — but which 
devils can neither feel nor worthily utter 
(see Mark i. 24). They know His Power 
and His Justice only. But His Holiness 
is especially employed in this work of 
keeping in His name now spoken of. 
in thy name] not * through Thine own 
Name,’ as A. V., which yet renders the 
same expression ‘ in Thy Name’ ver. 12 
— but in the Name of verses 6 and 12 ; see 
below. thy name, which thou hast 
given me] Not only the best supported, 
but the best reading. The Hame of 
God is that which was to be in the Angel 
of the Covenant, Exod. xxiii. 21, see also 
Isa. ix. 6 ; Jer. xxiii. 6. This Name, — 

not the essential Godhead, but the covenant 
name, Jehovah oue RiaHTEOusNEss, — 
the Father hath given to Christ, see Phil, 
ii. 9 ; and it is the being kept in this, the 
truth and confession of this, for which He 
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me, * that they may be one, “ » we are. * While I was tTer.n,&o. 
With them \yin the world \y kept them in thy name Hob 
those that thou ffavest me I ^ have kept, and ® ^ none of them is y cil.^^vin. o. 

n T* 11 . lJohnii.19. 

lost, ^ but the son ot perdition ; ^that the scripture ^might 
be fulfilled. S And now come I to thee ; and these * ictS h' 20 . 
things I speak in the world, that they ^ might have my joy bver.s, 
fulfilled in themselves, ^ I have given them thy word ; 

and the world \y hath'\ hated them, because they are not ^ 
of the world, ^even as I am not of the world. I pray ^i8^H}aLh4. 
not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but 
® that thou shouldest keep them from ^ the evil. ^They f voili" 


®’ render, even as. ^ omit. 

® Many of our ancient authorities ready as in the last verse, I kept them ill 

thy name which thou hast given me, and guarded them. 

^ render, guarded. ® render, not one of them perished. 

^ render, may. S render. But. 

^ render, the evil ono : see note. 


here prays. ‘That which Aie Son has 
given to His disciples is no other than that 
which hie himself has received from the 
Father, viz. the essential revelation of the 
Father.' Luthardt. Compare Matt. x. 27. 

that they may he one, even as we 
are] The oneness here is not merely har- 
mony of will or of love, — as some have 
interpreted it, and then tried to weaken 
the Oneness of the Godhead, — hnt oneness 
by the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ, 
the gift of the Covenant (1 Cor. vi. 17), 
and ultimately (as the close union implied 
by even as requires) oneness of nature, 
2 Pet. i. 4, where the expression “ whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and 
^precious promises ” answers to the words 
“ thy name which thou hast given me'* 
here. The Lord does not say, “ that they 
may be one with us,** nor, “ that they and 
we may bo one," but ** that they may be 
one as we are.** Augustine. 12.] I 

kept them : see ch. x. 28—30. The Lord 
here, as Cyril remarks, compares His 
keeping of His own, to that by the Father, 
— in a way only accountable by both 
Persons being of equal Power and Dignity. 

not one of them perished, hut . . . ] 
So that Judas was one of the number which 
were given to Christ by the Father, men- 
tioned in ver. 9 : — shewing us (1) the 
sense in which those words must bo under- 
stood (see above); and (2) that of such 
persons it is true that there is for them no 
‘ irresistible grace,' no ‘ keeping in God's 
Name' independently of their ‘keeping 
God's word,' ver. 6, which Judas did not 


do. the son of perdition] See 2 Thess. 
ii. 3. As the other disciples, by true keeping 
of the divine words given to them, rose 
from being natural men to be the children 
of God, so Judas, through want of the 
same, sunk from the state of the natural 
man to that of the lost — the children of 
the devil. Remark, it is not “ I lost 

none, but the son of perdition." — Christ 
did not lose him (compare ch. xviii. 9, 
where there is no exception), but he lost 
himself. It may bo well to notice, for the 
English reader, that in the original, the 
noun perdition is the derivative of the 
verb perished. None perished but the one 
who should perish ; whose very state and 
attribute it was to perish. the scrip- 

ture] in which this was indicated, viz. the 
passages alleged by St. Peter, Acts i. 20; 
see ch. xiii. 18. 13.] But now .... 

opposed to “ While I was with them** . . . 
ver. 12, implying, ‘ But I shall be here to 
keep them no more. And therefore I pray 
this prayer in their hearing, that' &c. 

On my joy, see ch. xv. 11 ; xvi. 
24; also the reference to these words in 
1 John i. 4. 14 — 16.] See ver. 8. 

Ver. 14 contains the manner in 
which He guarded them by giving them 
the Divine Word ; — and the reason of the 
Tceeping prayed for, viz. because they 
would be objects of hatred to the world : 
I and the world being opposed. even 

as I am not of the world] See ch. xv. 18. 

16. I pray not . . .] Said mostly for 
their sakes, for whom it was necessary that 
they should abide yet in the flesh, to do 
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are not of the world, even ae I am not of the world. 
® * Sanctify them ^ through thy truth : '* thy word is truth, 

flet.'l' 18 I ^8 thou ^ hast sent me into the world, even so f* ham~\ 

142 m! I also sent them into the world. And ^ for their sakes 

I sanctify myself, that they also ^ might be sanctified 
fJ ^iThess. n through the truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but 

iver!ii.22.2s. for them also which shalT] believe on me through their 

goW word ; ' that they all may be one ; as ^ thou, Father, 

“xlv.iif ■ [° ID. me, and I in thee, that they also may be one] 


^ read and render^ in the truth. 

® render, may. 

® omit. 

God’s work, and (vcr. 17) to be sanctified 
by God’s truth. Not ^from the evil, 

as A. V. ; but from the evil one : see the 
usage of our Apostle in 1 John ii. 13, 14, 
V. 18, and compare iii. 12. 16.] re- 

peated, as the ground both of the not 
fraying that they might be taken out of 
the world ; for they are already not of the 
world, above the world, so that they need 
not he removed from it in order to distinc- 
tion from it; — and of the fraying, that 
they might be kept from the evil one, — for 
they are clean (ch. xiii. 10) ; ‘ Keep them 
from the polluter.’ This leads on to 
17 — 19.] the frocess of sanctification 
through the knowledge of the truth im- 
farted to them hy Christ, and exfanded 
in them hy the Sfirit. The word 

sanctify, here and in ver. 19, carries the 
meaning, which unites the two uses, of 
consecration to God. (1) In them, this 
setting apart for Him was a long and 
gradual process, to he accomplished hy 
conflicts, and the deeper sinking in of the 
Truth hy the blows of affliction, and the 
purifying fire of the Spirit : in them it was 
strictly sanctification, the making holy: 
hut (2) in Him it was that pure and entire 
self-consecration by His submission to the 
Father’s holy will, the entire possession of 
His sinless Humanity with the living and 
speaking Truth of God, which should be at 
the same time the efficient cause of their 
sanctification and their Pattern. Such an 
High Priest hecame us (see Heb. vii. 26), 
who are to he ourselves priests unto God. 
Rev. XX. 6. The A. V. is wrong in 
rendering through Thy truth; it should 
he, in Thy truth; see on vcr. 11. The 
truth is the element in which the sanctifica- 
tion takes place. thy word] Compare 
Acts XX. 32. Thy word, in its inner power 
on the heart. Ver. 18 is anticipatory, 

— and received its fulfilment ch. xx. 21. 


1 render, didst send. 

^ render, in truth. 
omitted hy many ancient authorities. 

He docs not merely leave them in the 
world, but sends them into it, to witness 
to this same truth of God ; see ch. xv. 16. 

19.] See above on ver. 17. It is 
clear against all Socinian inferences from 
this verse, that all that part of the 
sanctificatioi^of the Son of God implied in 
ch. X. 36 is here excluded : and only that 
intended, which is expressed Heb. ii. 10 
by making ^perfect through sufferings. Of 
this. His Death was the crowning act, and 
was also the one to which the expres- 
sion for their sakes most directly applies ; 
but the whole is included. The confining 
the meaning to Kis sacrifice, and the pur- 
pose stated, that they also ... to their 
martyrdom, or their spiritual self -offering. 
Kora. xii. 1, is insufficient for the depth of 
the words. sanctified in truth : 

what truth, is evident from ver. 17, viz. 
God’s word and will, which is Truth, and 
the Truth. 20.] The connexion is with 
the words I sent them into the world 
ver. 18. The description, them which be- 
lieve (not, “that shall believe,** as in 
A. V.) expresses the state of faith in which 
all believers are found ; the future would 
refer more to the act of belief by which 
that state is begun. But perhaps it is best to 
take the present tense as anticipatory. 

It is strikingly set forth here, that all sub- 
sequent belief on Christ would take place 
through the apostolic word ; see Rom. x. 
16, 17. 21.] The word that here 

hardly can regard the subject-matter of 
the prayer, ver. 20, but rather we should 
understand it as expressing the object of 
the frayer respecting both. The subject- 
matter of the prayer is, that they may be 
kept in God's name and sanctified in God’s 
truth; and if this be so, their unity 
with the Son and the Father follows, 
1 John i. 8. But here it is not merely 
'with,' but in, the Son an^ the Father; 
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in ns: that the world may believe that thou '^hmt sent 
me. And the glory which thou ^ gavest me I have 
given them ; " that they may be one, even as we are one : “ 

23 I in them, and thou in me, °that they may be made o col ui. i 4 . 
perfect in one ; [o an(f\ that the world may know that 
thou P hast sent me, and ^ hast loved them, as , thou ^ hast 
loved me. 24 p s Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast p = 
given me, be with me where I am ; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me ; ^ ^ for thou lovedst qver.5. 

P render, didst send. ^ render, hast given. 

r render, lovedst. 

® The genuine original text has here: Father, (as to) that which thou 
hast given me, I will that they also be with me where I am. 


See note, 

^ render, because. 

—because the Spirit proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, and * He that is 
joined to the Lord, is one Spirit see 
ver. 11. This unity has its ^e and only 
ground in faith in Christ through the 
Word of God as delivered by the Apostles ; 
and is therefore not mere outward uni- 
formity, nor can such uniformity pro- 
duce it. At the same time its effects are 
to be real and visible, such that the world 
may see them. that the world may 
believe] This clause is not parallel with 
the former, as if the world believing meant 
the same as they all being one, that all may 
be brought to believe. Nor again can the 
words mean that the unbelieving and con- 
demned world, at the end, may be per- 
suaded ‘that Thou hast sent Me.' Such 
a rendering would surely be repugnant to 
the spirit of the prayer, and to the use of 
the word believe in our Gospel. Rather is 
it, — ‘ that this their testimony, being borne 
by them all, and in all ages, may continue 
to convince the world, so that many in the 
world may believe,' &c. The “ be- 

lieving that thou didst send me" implies 
belief in the whole Work and Office of 
Christ. Here our Lord certainly prays 
for the world, — see above on ver. 9. 

See a remarkable parallel. Rev. iii. 9, where, 
as Stier truly remarks, the persons spoken 
of are penitents, 22, 23.] Grotius 

and others interpret this glory to mean, 
the power of working miracles, and refer 
to ch. ii. 11 and ch. xi. 40 ; but wrongly : 
—for if in the words I have given 
them our Lord must refer to the Apostles 
only, whereas it is distinctly referred to 
the believers of all time. The glory is 
the glory of Christ as the only-begotten 
Son (ch. i. 14), full of grace and truth (see 


ver. 5 and note), which by virtue of His 
exaltation and the unity of all believers in 
Him through the Spirit, has become (not, 
shall be) theirs, Eph. ii. 6 ; Rom. viii. 30 ; 
Eph. i. 18 ; not yet fully, nor as it is Sis, 
but as each can receive and shew it forth. 
The perfection of it is spoken of, ver. 24. 

We have the same recurrences of that 
as in ver. 21, and the same dependence. 
The second of them here expresses not 
merely the similarity of their unity to that 
of the Son and Father, — but the actuality 
of its subsistence, in Christ abiding in them 
and the Father in Christ. “ That the 
world may know" here, parallel as it is to 
“ that the world may believe" above, can- 
not be interpreted of a bare recognition, or 
of a recognition at the final judgment, — 
but must be taken to mean that salutary 
knowledge by which from time to time the 
children of the world are by God called to 
become the children of light. See the 
same words, and note, ch. xiv. 31, also ch. 
xiii. 35, and observe that in all three places 
the recognition is that of love i — in ch. 
xiii. 35, of the disciples one to another ; in 
ch. xiv. 31, of Jesus to the Father ; here, 
of the Father to believers, as perfected into 
unity ill the Son of His love, “ Ob- 

serve," says Meyer, “how the glance of 
the Intercessor reaches in these verses even 
to the highest aim of His work on earth, 
when the world shall be believing, and 
Christ Himself actually the Saviour of the 
world, ch. iv. 42, cf. ch. x, 16." 34. 

that which thou hast given me7(see 
the text in margin)] The neuter gender 
has a peculiar solemnity, uniting the 
whole Church together as one gift of 
the Father to the Son : see ch. vi. 39, 
note. Then the words that they also re- 
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me before the foundation of the world. ^5 Q righteous 
roh.ir.si: Father, 'the world '°^hath not knotvn thee: hut ‘I ^have 
hiown thee, and ‘these have known that thou ha^t sent 
tvlr.8. ch. me. “ And I have y declared unto them thy name, and 

xvi. 27. , , 

“ IV.'u. * declare it : that the love * wherewith thou ^ hast loved 

xch.xv.9. them, and I in them. 

XVIII. 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went 
a 2 Sam. IV. 28. forth with Ms disciplcs over ®the brook ^ Cedron, where 


render, knew thee not. 

y render, made Imown. 

^ render, lovedst. 

^ The original has of (the) Cedars : 

solve it into the great multitude whom no 
man can number, and come home to the 
heart of every individual believer with in- 
expressibly sweet assurance of an eternity 
with Christ. I wiU is not like in 
meaning to ‘^we would of ch. xii. 21 or 
** I would** of 1 Cor. vii. 7, but more like 
the same word in Mark vi. 25,— an ex- 
pression of will founded on acknowledged 
right: compare Luke xxii. 29. 

Compare also his expression with ch. v. 
21 ; vi. 44. where I am] i. e. m 

the glorified state : — see ch. xii. 26 and 
note : also ch. xiv. 3. that they 

may behold my glory] This is the 
completion of vcr. 22 , — the open be- 
holding of His glory, spoken of 1 John 
iii. 2, which shall be coincident with 
our being changed into His perfect 
image. This word behold includes 

behold and 'partake — the very case sup- 
poses it. No mere spectator could behold 
this glory. See Rom. viii. 17 end, and 
2 Cor. iii. 18. because thou lovedst 

me . . .] Tlie most glorious part of this 
sight of glory will be, to behold the whole 
mystery of redemption unfolded in the 
glory of Christ’s Person, — and to see how, 
before the beihg of the creature, that eter- 
nal Love was, which gave the glory to 
Christ, of which all creation is but the 
exponent. 26, 26.] The epithet right- 
eous, hero applied to the Father, is con- 
nected with the final clause of ver. 24. 
The Righteousness of the Father is wit- 
nessed by the beginning of Redemption 
before the foundation of the world, and by 
the glorification of the elect from Christ ; 
but also by the fact of the world* s not know- 
ing the Father , — the final distinction made 
by His Justice between the world and His. 

The makiiig known, here spoken of, is 
carried on by the whole work and testi- 
mony of the Spirit completed in the King- 


* render, knew. 

* render, make it known. 

but the reading is somewhat uncertain^ 

dom of God. This promise has been in 
fulfilment through aU the history of the 
Church. And the great result of this 
manifestation of the Father’s Name is, that 
the wonderful Love wherewith He loved 
Christ, may dwell in (not the Apostles 
merely — the. future tense, I will make it 
known, has again thrown the meaning 
onward to the great body of believers) 
them, — i. c. the perfect, living knowledge 
of God in Christ, which reveals, and in fact 
is, this love. And this can only be by I in 
them — by Christ dwelling in their hearts 
by faith, and renewing and enlightening 
them by His Spirit. He docs not say, 
^ Thou in them’ — but "‘I in them,” and 
' Thou in Me :* see ver. 23. 

Chap. XVIIL — XX.] Final Mani- 

TESTATION OF JeSUS AS THE LORD, IN 
REFERENCE TO THE NOW ACCOMPLISHEl) 
REJECTION OF HiM BY THE UNBELIEF 

OF Israel, and the sorely tried but 
EVENTUALLY CONFIRMED FAITH OF HiS 
OWN. And herein XVIII. 1— XIX. 16.] 
Jlis voluntary submission of Himself to 
His enemies and to the unbelief of Israel, 
1 — U.] His betrayal arid appre- 
hension. 1 — 3.] Matt. xxvi. 30 — 47. 

Mark xiv. 26 — 43. Luke xxii. 39 — 53. 
On the omission by St. John of the conflict of 
the Redeemer’s soul in Gethsemane, I 
would remind the reader of what has been 
said in the Introduction, on the character 
of this Gospel. The attempt to find in this 
omission a discrepancy between the setting 
forth of the Redeemer by St. John and the 
Tliree Gospels, is, as usual, unsuccessful. 
St. John presents us with most striking in- 
stances of the troubling of the human soul 
of Christ by the suffering which was before 
Him : see ch. xii. 23—27 ; xiii. 21. Compare 
notes on Matthew, ver. 36, and through- 
out the section. 1. the brook Gedron] 
The name given to this brook in the oldest , 
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was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. 
2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: 
^for J^sus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 

Judas then, having received band of men, and 
officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither 
with lanterns and torches and weapons. ^ Jesus therefore, 
knowing all things that ^should come upon him, went 
forth, and said unto them. Whom seek ye ? ^ They 

answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, 
I am he. ^And Judas also, which betrayed him, ^ stood 
with them. ® As soon then as he had said unto them, I 


® render, because. ^ render, the. 

® render. Were COming. ^ better, NoW. 

fir better, was standing. 


text, of the cedars, seems to furnish an 
instance of the common practice of changing 
foreign, or unmeaning names, into other 
words bearing sense in the new language : 
the Hebrew word Ce- or Ke-dron signify- 
ing “ of cedars” in Greek. The ravine 
in the bottom of which flows the Kidron, is 
to the East of Jerusalem, between the city 
and the Mount of Olives. a garden] 

Liicke suggests that the owner of this 
garden may have been friendly to (or a 
disciple of?) Jesus. It was called Gethse- 
mane,— Matthew, Mark. Traditions as 

to its site are, as usual, various. A square 
plot of ground in the depth of the ravine 
is now usually pointed out, and seems to 
have been fixed on at the time when the 
empress Helena visited Jerusalem, a.d. 
326. Eusebius says Gethsemane was at 
the Mount of Olives : Jerome, at the foot 
of the mount. The language of Luke xxi. 
37 leads to a belief that it may have been 
higher up the mount. 2.] ofttimes, — 
see Luke xxi. 37 [ch. viii. 1]. These accu- 
rate notices of our Evangelist are especially 
found in this last portion of his Gospel : 
cf. vv. 13, 24, 28 ; ch. xix. 14, 20, 41, &c. 

8.] See, on this band of men, the 
note on Matthew ver. 47. Lanterns and 
torches were part of the utensils of mili- 
tary on a night march. The latter of 

these appear to be strictly torches, — some 
blazing substance held in the hand ; — and 
the former, lights, fed with oil. The 

weapons were swords and staves , — Mat- 
thew, Mark. The fact of its being full 
moon did not make the lights unnecessary, 
as, in searching for a prisoner, they might 
have to enter dark places. 4 — 11.] 

Matt. xxvi. 48 — 56. Mark xiv. 44 — 52. 
Luke xxii. 4S — 53. 4.] On our Lord’s 

VOL. I. • 


foreknowledge of all that was to happen to 
Him, see Matt. xxvi. 45. went forth] 
probably, from the shade of the trees into 
the moonlight; — hardly, as De Wette and 
Liicke suggest, from some building in the 
garden. Whom seek ye 1] spoken, — 

as was the question to Judas in Matt. xxvi. 
50, “ Friend, wherefore art thou come ?” — 
to carry reproof to the conscience of those 
addressed ; and also to obtain for so 
solemn an act as the delivering Himself 
up to them, the formal declaration of 
their intention to take Him. “ When 
men sought Him to make Him a king. 
He fled : now that they seek Him to put 
Him to death. He goes forth to meet 
them.” Sticr. 5.] Some among them 
knew Him (Matt. xxvi. 55), others pro- 
bably not. This answer may have been 
given by some one in authority among the 
Koman soldiers, who had it in command 
* to apprehend Jesus of Nazareth.’ 

Judas .... was standing with them] I 
believe these words to be the description 
of an eye-witness; — St. John detected 
Judas standing among them, and notices 
the detail, as is his constant habit, by way 
of enhancing the tragic character of the 
history. The narrative common to the 
three Gospels related the kiss which 
presently took place; but this self-tradition 
of our Lord was not related in it. St. 
John therefore adds this touch of exact- 
ness, to shew that the answer, Jesus of 
Nazareth, was not given because they were 
ignorant of His Person, so as not to be able 
to say ‘ Thee ;’ — but because they feared 
to say it. 6 .] The question on the 

miraculous nature of this incident is not 
whether it was a miracle at all (for it is 
evident that it must be regarded as one), 
S s 
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am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. 
7 Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye ? And they 
said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I haye told 
you that I am he : if therefore ye seek me, let these go 
their way : ® that the saying might be fulfilled, which he 
cch.xvii.i 2 . spake, ®Of them which thou gavest me \y‘have] I lost 
none. Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and 
smote the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear. 
The servant’s name was Malchus. Then said Jesus 
d Matt, XX. 22. unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath : ‘*the cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ? 

^ omit. 


but whether it were an act specially in- 
tended , by our Lord, or a result of the 
superhuman dignity of His person, and the 
majestic calmness of His rejdy. I believe 
the latter alternative to be the right one. 
Commentators cite various instances of the 
confusion of the enemies of innocent men 
before the calmness and dignity of their 
victims : how much more was this likely to 
be the case when He in whom was no sin, 
and who spake as never man spake, came 
forth to meet His implacable foes as the 
self-sacrificing Lamb of God. So that I 
regard it rather as a miracle consequent 
upon that which Christ said and did, and 
the state of mind in which His enemies 
were, — than as one, in the strict sense, 
wrought ly Him ; bearing however always 
in mind, that to Him nothing was unex- 
pected, or a mere result, but every thing 
foreknown. With this view what follow^s 
is also consistent, rather than with the 
other. The distmction is an impor- 

tant one, as the view which we take of 
our Lord’s mind towards His captors must 
enter, as an element, into our understand- 
ing of the whole of this scene, and indeed 
of the solemn occurrences which follow. 
Such incidents as this are not related by 
the Evangelists, and least of all by St. John, 
as mere astounding facts, but as grounds 
on which we are to enquire, and determine 
for ourselves, as to the “glory, full of grace 
and truth,” which was in Him, whom, not 
having seen, we love. 8 .] Bengel 

strikingly says of this reply of our Lord, 
‘'He will say it once again hereafter.” 
And Augustine, “ What will He do when 
He cometh to judge, who did this when 
He was to be judged? What will be 
His power when about to reign, who 
could do this when about to die ? ” 
let these go their way] The band of 
soldiers, in their ignorance, appear to 


have been laying hands on the Apostles. 
This saying was sufficient to shew Peter 
and the rest what was the appointed 
course for them; — the command to let 
them go addressed to the band, is a com- 
mand for them to go, when interpreted 
by the Apoibles. 9 .] See ch. xvii. 

12. An unquestionable proof, if any were 
W’anted, that the words of ch. xvii. are 
no mere description of the mind of our 
Lord at the time, nor free arrangement of 
His words, but His very words themselves. 

On the application of the saying, 
we may remark that the words unques- 
tionably had a much deeper meaning than 
any belonging to this occasion ; but that 
the remarks so often made in this commen- 
tary on the fulfilment of prophecies must 
be borne in mind; — that to ** fulfil** a 
prophecy is not to exhaust its capability of 
being again and again fulfilled : — that the 
words of the Lord have many stages of 
unfolding ; — and that the temporal deliver- 
ance of the Apostles now, doubtless was 
but a part in the great spiritual safe -keep- 
ing which the Lord asserted by anticipation 
in these words. 10 .] At this time 

took place the kiss of Judas, in accordance 
with the agreement entered into, and to 
assure the captors that the person thus 
offering himself was indeed Jesus of Naza- 
reth, and no substitute for him : see note 
on Matt. ver. 49. The other view, that 
the kiss took place first, before the incidents 
of our verses 4 — 9, is to me quite in- 
conceivable. On Peter’s act, see Matt, 
ver. 61. The names of Peter and Malchus 
are only found here : — the fact that it was 
the right ear, only here and in Luke. 

The (external) ear, though severed, was ap- 
parently still hanging bn the cheek ; — for 
our Lord is said in Luke xxii. 51, to have 
touched his ea/r in performing the healing. 

11.] the sheath here is ** his (its 
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1® * Then the band and the captain and officers of the 
Jews took Jesus, and bound him, and “led him away e nee Matt. 

. «Ti. 67 - 

to ^iWinas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, fLukeiii. 2 . 
which was \}^the] high priest that same year. M gjfow 
Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it 
was expedient that one man should die for the people. 

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did ^ another 
disciple : that disciple was known unto the high priest, 
and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest. 

But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out 
^ that other disciple, which was known unto the high 
priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought 
in Peter, Then saith the damsel that kept the door 


1 render^ So. omit, 

place in Matt., where see notes, 
the cup] A striking allusion to the prayer 
in Gethsemane ; for the image does not else- 
where occur in our Evangelist. See Matt. 
XX. 22, and the parallel places. shall 

I not drink iti] literally, Am I not to 
drink it I for this, as Bengel remarks, was 
the tendency of Peter^s struggle against 
what was about to happen. 

12 — 24.] Peculiar to John. Jesus be- 
fore the Jewish High Priests: — see be- 
low. 12.] The officers of the 

Jews were those sent by the Sanhedrim. 
Luthardt remarks : He before whose 
aspect, and whose declaration, I am 
he, the whole hand had been terri- 
fied and cast to the ground, now suffers 
himself to be taken, bound, and led away. 
This contrast the Evangelist has in mind 
here. To apprehend and bind One, all 
gave their help: the cohort, the captain, 
and the Jewish officers. This the Evan- 
gelist brings prominently forward, to shew 
how deep the impression of that previous 
incident still was : only by the help of all 
did they feel themselves secure. And thus 
it was ordered, that the disciples might 
escape with the more safety.” 

18.] On Annas, see note Luke iii. 2. The 
influence of Annas appears to have been 
very great, and Acts iv. 6, he is called the 
High Priest, in the year following this. 
The narrative evidently rests upon some 
arrangement with regard to the High 
PriesSiood now unknown to us, but ac- 
countable enough by foreign influence and 
the deterioration of the priestly cl^ 
through bribes and intrigues, to which 
Josephus and the Talmud sufficiently tes- 
tify. This hearing is entirely distinct 
from that in the other Gospels. There, 

S 


^ render, the other. 

no questions are asked of Jesus about His 
disciples or doctrine (ver. 19) : there, wit- 
nesses are produced, and the whole pro- 
ceedings are after a legal form. That 
hearing was in a public court of justice, 
before the assembled Sanhedrim ; this was 
a private and informal questioning. That 
Annas should be so often called ‘ the High 
Priest,' is no objection to this view : see 
on Luke as above : see also note on ver. 
21. The two hearings are maintained to 
be one and the same by many, among 
whom are Grotius, Bengel, Tholuck, &c. : 
— the view here taken is maintained by 
Chrysostom, Augustine, Olshausen, Nean- 
der, and others. 14.] See ch. xi. 49 — 
52 and notes ; also on the words, that year, 
ver. 13. 15.] the other disciple is 

here mentioned for the first time. There 
is no reason to doubt the universal per- 
suasion that by this name John intends 
himself, and refers to the mention in ch. 
xiii. 23 of a disciple whom Jesus loved. 
The idea that it was Judas Iscariot, is 
surely too absurd to need confutation. 
The details mentioned concerning him, 
that he followed Jesus, that he was known 
to the High Priest (as a matter of indi- 
vidual notice), and the whole character of 
the incident, will prevent any real student 
of St. John's style and manner from enter- 
taining such a supposition for a moment. 
How John was known to the High Priest, 
we have no means of forming a conjecture. 

The palace of the High Priest was 
probably the dwelling of both Annas and 
Caiaphas. 16. her that kept the door] 
It was not unexampled to have f^ale 
porters among the Jews. See Acts xii. 13- 
17.] See the whole subject of 
Peter's denials discussed in notes on Matt. 
S 2 
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unto Peter, Art [} not\ thou also one of this man’s dis- 
ciples P He saith, I am not. m the servants and 
officers ^ stood there, ® who had made a fire of coals ;,xfor it 
was cold: and they Swarmed themselves: and Peter 
^ stood with them, and warmed himself, The high priest 
then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine, 
h Jesus answered him, spake ^ openly to the world ; I 

*6,28 1 viu, taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither 

® the Jews always resort ; and in secret * have I said nothing. 

Why askest thou me P ask them which ^ heard me, 
what I * have said unto them : behold, 7 they know what I 
said. 22 when he had thus spoken, one of the officers 
* 2 which stood by * struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, 

saying, Answerest thou the high priest so ? 23 j 

answered him. If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 


1 omit, render, NoW. ^ letter, were standing. 

® render, having made. P render, Were warming. 

^ render, also was with them, standing and warming himself. 
<1^ read, have spokeii. ^ render, plainly. 

* read, all the Jews. t render, spake I. 

^ render, have heard. * render, spake. 

y render, these. 


w. 69 — 76. This first denial was to 

all ap])carancc rashly and almost inad- 
vertently made, from a mere feeling of 
shame. Liicke suggests that Peter may 
have set himself among the servants of the 
High Priest to hear out his denial. The 
question, “ Art thou also one of this 
man's disciples V' (ver. 25,) as Luthardt 
remarks, inqilies that the other disciple 
had already been recognized as a follower 
of Jesus, and had escaped annoyance. 

19.] This preliminary enquiry seems to 
have had for its object to induce the 
prisoner to criminate himself, and furnish 
matter of accusation before the Sanhedrim. 

of his disciples] His party, or ad- 
herents, as the High IViest would under- 
stand His disciples to be ; how many, and 
who they were, and with what object 
gathered together; — and what His cus- 
tomary teaching of them had been. Of 
these, Jesus says nothing : compare vv. 8, 9. 
But He substitutes for them “ the world,'* 
to which He had spoken plainly. 

20.] I, emphatic : as if it had been said, 

I am one, who . . . plainly (refer- 

ring to the character of the things 
sa^ ; not openly (referring to the out- 
ward circumstances under which they 
were said), which the word will not 


bear. the world here is equivalent to 
** all the Jews," or perhaps rather, all 
who were there to hear." in secret 

spake I nothing] Stier thinks there was 
an allusion in these words to Isa. xlv. 19 ; 
xlviii. 16, — in the last of which places the 
Messiah is speaking. 21.] See ch. v. 

31, which appears to have been a legal 
maxim. behold, these know] Our 

Lord appeals to persons there present in 
court, jxnnting at or otherwise designating 
them. The word “ they " in the A. V., 
makes it appear as if He meant those 
which heard Me." Bengel. The “ officers " 
mentioned in ch. vii. 46 may have been 
present : see next verse. 22.] See 

Acts xxiii. 2. one of the omoers 

which stood by] This was probably 
one of the band who took Jesus, and 
had brought Him hither. It is not 
quite certain whether the word here 
used implies a blow with the hand, 
or with a staff. They bad staves, and 
perhaps thus used them : see note on 
Matt. xxvi. 67. This blow was a signal 
for the indi^ities which followed. 

23.] bear witness in a legal way. hut 
if well] This latter supposition has the 
force of an assertion, that it woe well. 

It has been often and weU observed, that 
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evil ; but if well, wby smitest thou me ? ^ * Now Annas 
had~\ sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 

And Simon Peter ^ stood and warmed himself. They 
said therefore unto him, Art not] thou also one of his 
disciples ? He denied it, and said, I am not. One of 
the servants of the high priest, being ^ his kinsman whose 
ear Peter cut off, saith. Did not I see thee in the garden 
with him? ^7 Peter then denied again: and ^ imme- 
diately the cock crew. 

^ Then ^ led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto ® the hall o/iAct.iii.is. 
judgment : and it was early ; and they themselves went m Acts i. 28 ; 
not into the ^judgment hally lest they should he dejiled; hut 

® render y So. ® omit : not according to the original : see note. 

^ render y was standing and warming. 

omit. c letter y a kinsman of him. 

^ rendery they lead. ® rendery the palaco of the governor. 

^ render, palace. 

? render, that they might not be defiled, but might eat the pass- 
over. 


our Lord here gives us the best interpre- 
tation of Matt. V. 39 — that it does not 
exclude the remonstrating against unjust 
oppression, provided it 1x3 done calmly 
and patiently. 24.] From what 

has been above said, it will be seen that I 
cannot acquiesce in the pluperfect render- 
ing of this word sent, to bring about which 
the o]3cning particle, So, has apparently 
been omitted by the copyists. 1 believe 
the verse simply to describe what followed 
on the preceding— So Annas (or Annas 
therefore) sent Him bound to Caiaphas 
the High Priest. ‘‘ Thcn,^^ says Chrysos- 
tom, “not being able even thus to make 
progress in their decision, they send Him 
bound to Caiaphas.^^ There is no real 
difficulty in this rendering, if Annas and 
Caiaphas lived in one palace, or at all 
events transacted public affairs in one and 
the same. They would naturally have 
different apartments, and thus the sending 
from one to the other would be very possi- 
ble ; as also would the incident related by 
Luke xxii. 61 : — see the extract from 
Robinson, Matt. xxvi. 69, note. “The 
Evangelist had no need to relate the hear- 
ing before Caiaphas, for he has related ch. 
xi. 47 ff*. : and we have ere this been 
familiarized with the habit of our Evan- 
gelist not to narrate any further the out- 
ward process, where he has already by 
anticipation substantially given us its re- 
sult.” Luthardt. 26 — 27.] Matt, 

xxvi, 71 — 74. -Mark xiv. 69—72. Luke 


xxii. 58—61 : — see note on Matt. xxvi. 
69. Peter was in the court-yard of 
the house. 26.] This was about an 

hour after the former, — Luke, ver. 59. 
The “ I ” is emphatic in the original ; as we 
say, lOid I not see thee with my own eyes ? 

28 — Chap. XIX. 16.] Jesus before the 
Oenlile Goi>ernor. Matt, xxvii. 2, 11 — 30. 
Mark xv. 1 — 19. Luke xxiii. 1 — 25. Re- 
fore this comes in the section of Luke, 
ch. xxii. 66 — 71, containing the close 
of the examination before the Sanhedrim, 
which did not happen till the morning. 
Tliis undesigned agreement between St. 
Luke and St. John further confirms the 
justice of the view respecting the two 
hearings maintained above : see note on 
Luke, as above, 28 — 40.] PilatJs 

first attempt to deliver Him. 28. 

they themselves went not into the palace 
(literally, the Prsetorinm)] I have Edready 
discussed the difficulties atten<fing the 
subject of our Lord’s last Passover, in the 
note on Matt. xxvi. 17 — 19. I will add 
here some remarks of FriedlieVs. “The 
Jews would not enter the Prsetorium 
that they might not be defiled, but that 
they might eat the Passover. For the 
entrance of a Jew into the house of a 
Gentile made him unclean till the evening. 
It is surprising, that according to this de- 
claration of the Holy Evangelists, the Jews 
had yet to eat the Passover y whereas Jes^ 
and His disciples had already eaten it in 
the previous night. And it is no less sur- 
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that they might eat the passover, h PUate then went put 

unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against 
this man P They answered and said unto him,,* If he 
were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him 
up unto thee. ^ Then said Pilate unto them, ^ Take ye 
him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews 
therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any 

^ rendevy So Pilate. i render, Pilate therefore said. 

^ render, Take him yourselvcs. 


prising, that the Jews in the early morning 
should have been afraid of rendering them- 
selves unclean for the Passover, — since the 
Passover could not he kept till evening, i.e. 
on the next dag, and the uncleanness which 
they dreaded did not, by the law, last till 
the next day. For this reason, the passage 
in John labours under no small cxegetic 
difficulties, which we cannot altogether 
solve, from want of accurate knowledge of 
the customs of the time. Possibly the law 
concerning Levitical defilements and purifi- 
cations had in that age been made more 
stringent or otherwise modified ; possibly, 
they called some other meal, besides the 
actual Passover, by its name. This last we 
certainly, with our j)re8ent knowledge of 
Hebrew antiquities, must assume : for the 
law respecting uncleanness will not allow 
us to interpret this passage of the proper 
Passover on the evening of the 14th of 
Nisan, nor indeed of any evening meal at 
all.'^ The whole dejxmds on this : can 
the words, eat the Passover, mean any 
thing else besides eating the paschal lamb 
in the strict sense ? This is a question 
which in our day we have no power of 
answering. See the matter further dis- 
cussed in the notes to my Greek Test. 
See note on ch. xix. 14. The tendency of 
what is there said is, to warn us, not to be 
rash in assuming a discrepancy between 
the Evangelista, where computations of 
time may have been so vague and various. 

29.] Though Pilate, having granted 
the sendee of the band of soldiers to the 
Sanhedrim, must have been aware of the 
circumstances under which Jesus was 
brought before him, he demanded a formal 
accusation on which legally to proceed: 
“ dissimulating his own information on the 
subject.*^ 80.] They do not mention 

the charge of blasphemy brought against 
Him by the Sanhedrim, for fear of the 
entire reiection of their cause, as by Gallic, 
Acts xviii. 16. The Procurators in such 
cases had a discretionary power. On what 
they did say. Grot, observes, What was 


wanting to their proofs, they want to 
supj)ly by an appeal to their own authority.” 

31.] This answer is best regarded 
as an ironical reproach founded on their 
apparently proud assertion in ver. 30 — 
and amounting to this : * If you suppose 1 
am to have such implicit confidence in your 
judgment concerning this prisoner as to 
take his guilt on your word, take him and 
put him to death (for so “judge ye Him ” 
must be un(i:;rstood, — see below) according 
to your law;* reminding them that the 
same Homan power which had reserved 
capital cases for his jurisdiction, also ex- 
pected proper cognizance to be taken of 
them, and not that he should he the mere 
executioner of the Sanhedrim. It is 

not lawful for us to put any man to death] 
From the time when Archelaus was de- 
posed (a.d. G or 7), and Judaja became a 
Roman province, it would follow by the 
Roman law that the Jews lost the power 
of life and death. Josephus teUs us, 
that it was not lawful to hold a court 
of judgment in capital cases, without the 
consent of the Procurator. Some have 
thought that this power was reserved to 
them in religious matters, as of blasphemy 
and sacrilege ; but no proof has been ad- 
duced of this ; the passages commonly 
alleged in Josephus, and Acts vii. 58, not 
applying (see note on Acts). The TaJmud 
relates that this had taken place forty 
years (or more) before the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Biscoe, on the Acts, 

argues at great length that the Jews 
had this power ; and that the words 
here merely mean that they could not 
put to death on the Sabbath, which, ac- 
cording to the usual custom of executing 
the next day after judgment, would now 
have been the case. But this treatment 
of the words is unjustifiable. Can we 
suppose for a moment that this can have 
been meant, when there is not a word in 
the text to imply it ? We may hope that 
the day for such forced interpretations 
is fast i)assing away. iFriedlieb gives 
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man to death: saying of Jesus might he nMa«.xx.io. 

fulfilled, which he spake, signifying ^ what death he should 
die. ^33 m Then Pilate entered into the ^ judgment hall 
again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the 
King of the Jews ? Jesus answered him, Sayest thou 
this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee ® of me ? 

Pilate answered, Am I a Jew ? Thine own nation and 
the chief priests have'] delivered thee unto me: what oiTim.vi.is. 
hast thou done? Jesus answered, p My kino^dom is’^yv^.’ ' 

^ O Luke xii. 14. 

not of this world : if my kingdom were of this world, ' 

1 render, what manner of death. 

^ render, Pilate therefore. ^ render, palace. 

® render, for perspicuity, concerning me. P omit. 

the most consistent account of the matter, be private. In this case Pilate appears 
In the Eoman provinces generally, the Pro- to have wished to obtain an account 
prsBtor or Proconsul conducted judicial from Jesus apart from the clamours of 
proceedings. But Judaea, which belonged the chief priests and the mob. 
to the province of Syria, was an exception. 34.] On this whole interview, see note on 
There was there a Procunjtor with full Luke vv. 3, 4. I regard this question, 
]:x)wer8, who exercised the right of judicial Sayest thou this thing of thyself ... as 
cognizance. Jerusalem however possessed intended to distinguish the senses of the 
the privilege of judging all lighter causes word Kiny as applied to Jesus ; and of 
before the three-anddwenty, and heavier course not for the information of Him 
causes, with the sole exception of capital who asked it, but to bring out this dis- 
trials, before the great Sanhedrim : so that tinction in Pilate’s mind. If he asked of 
none but these reserved cases remained for himself the word could certainly have but 
the Procurator. Pilate seems to have one meaning, and that one would bo 
judged these cases at his visits during the wrongly applied if from information de- 
festivals ; which would fall conveniently rived from the Jews, this very fact would 
for the purpose, it being the custom in open the way to the true meaning in which 
Jerusalera,toexccutegreat criminals at the He was King of the Jews. Stier and 
Feasts. In other provinces the governors Ebrard think there may be some reference 
made circuits and held assizes through- in the words of thyself, to a momentary 
out their jurisdictions. 32.] See Matt, earnestness in Pilate’s own mind, — a suspi- 
XX. 19, and other places ; — ch. xii. 32, 33. cion that his prisoner voas what he was 
Had iTetes taken Him and judged Him, charged with being (see ch. xix. 8, 12), 
He would have been stoned, not crucified, from the mention of which he immediately 
And this whole section, vv. 28 — 32, serves (ver. 35) recoils, and implies the other side 
to shew how the divine purpose was accom- of the dilemma. 35. ] Pilate at once 

plished. 33.] This question probably repudiates the idea of his having any share 

arose out of what Pilate had previously in Jewish expectations, or taking any per- 
heard, not from any charge to this effect sonal interest in Jewish matters ; dl his 
being made between our w. 31 and 34. information he has derived from the public 
Had such a charge been made, our Lord’s accusation of the people and chief priests, 
question ver. 34 would be umiatural. Then in the question. What haat Thou 

Rlate summoned Jesus in, who had been done 1, is implied, ‘ There is no definite- 
as yet outside with the Jews. This was the ness in their charge; let me have thine 
formal reception of the case before him ; — own account, thy cx-parte statement, that 
the Roman soldiers must now have formally I may at least know something definite of 
taken charge of Jesus, as servants of the the case.’ 86.] This answer goes to 

Eoman authorities: having previously, explain the iiqustice of the charge of 
when granted by Pilate to the Chief tAe nation” (Luke xxiii. 2), and to 

Priests, acted as their police. The shew Pilate something of the nature of the 

judgments of the Romans were always kingdom which Jesus really^ came to esta- 
public and in the open air, see ch. xix. 13 ; bllsh. My kingdom ii not of this 

— but the enquiries and examinations might world] i. e. not belonging to (ch, viii. 23 ; 
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^ then would my servants fights that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king ,then ? 
Jesus answered, ^ Thou sayest that I am a king. To this 
end » was I born, and for this cause ^ came I into the world, 
that I ^ should bear witness unto the truth. Every one 

^ render, my servants would have fought. 

^ or, Thou sayest it : for (or, because) I am a king. 


« render, have I been. 

^ render, may. 

X. 16) this world ; not springing from, 
arising out of, this world ; — and therefore 
not to be supported by this world’s wea- 
pons. There is no denial that His King- 
dom is over this world j but that it is to 
be established by this world’s jx^wer. 

The words not only deny, they affirm : if 
not of this world, then of another world. 
They assert this other world before the 
representative of those who boasted of their 
empire, which they called ‘ orbis terrarum,’ 
i. e. the globe of the earth. Notice the 
solemn repetition of the words of this 
world. my servants] certainly not 
angels (as Stier) nor angels and disciples 
(as Lampe). This sentence is elliptical, 
and the fact of “ having servants ” is in- 
cluded under the 8upjx)8ition introduced, 
that Ho was a King, ^ If &c., — I should 
have had servants, and those servants 
would have fought.’ that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews] which was 
done by Pilate in ch. xix. 16. now is 
my kingdom not from hence] The word 
now has been absurdly pressed by the 
Bomanist interpreters to mean that at 
some time His Kingdom would be from 
hence, i. e. of this world : as if its essential 
character could ever be changed. But 
now implies, ‘ as the case now stands ;’ it 
conveys an ocular demonstration, from the 
fact that no servants of His had contended 
or were contending in his behalf; see simi- 
lar usages of now, ch, viii. 4Q ; ix. 41 ; xv. 
22,24: Rom. vii. 16, 17. 37,] The 

word thou, in Hlate’s question, is emphatic 
and sarcastic. “ Art thou, thus captured, 
bound, standing here as a criminal in peril 
of thy life, a King ?” Thou sayest] 
A formula frequent in the Rabbinical 
writings : and conveying assent to the 
previous enquiry. It seems best, as in 
margin, to punctuate at it, and regard for, 
or Imoaute, as the reason for the affirma- 
tion conveyed in Thou sayest it. This 
agrees best with the continued affirmation 
which follows. To this end have I 


t render, am I COme. 


been born . . .] Our Lord here preached 
the Truth of his mission, upholding that 
side of it best calculated to meet the 
doubting philosophic mind of the day, of 
which l^latc was a partaker. He declares 
the unity and outward reality of Truth ; — 
and that Truth must come from above, and 
must come through a Person sent by God, 
and that that Person was Himself. 

“I,” is bothvtimcs emphatic, and majes- 
tically set (see above) against the preceding 
scornful thou of Pilate. Our Lord im- 
plies that He was horn a King, and that 
He was born with a definite purpose. The 
w'ords are a pregnant proof of an Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God. This great truth 
is further expressed by what follows, — ' I 
have been born, but not therein com- 
mencing my being — I am (or, have) come 
into the world.’ Thus certainly are the 
words to be understood, and not of His 
public appearance, nor as synonymous with 
His having been horn. It is this saying 
which began the /ear in Pilate, wliich the 
charge of the Jews, ch. xix. 7, increased. 

He is come into the world, not 
merely to speak truth, but to bear witness 
to the Truth, in its outward reality : — see 
ch. xvii. 17, 19, of which deep saying this 
is the popular exposition for his present 
hearer. The Lord, besides, sets forth 

here in the depth of these words, the very 
idea of all kinghood. The King is the 
representative of the truth : the truth of 
dealing between man and man the truth 
of that power, which in its inmost truth 
belongs to the great and only Potentate, 
the King of Kings, Again, the Lord, 
the King of manhood and the world, the 
second Adam, came to testify to the truth 
of manhood and the world, which sin and 
Satan had concealed. This testimony to 
the Truth is to be the w^eapon whereby 
His Kingdom will be spread ; — ‘ every one 
who is of the truth,’ i. e. here in the most 
general sense, every one who is a true 
dealer with his own heart,*, who has an 
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that ’is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith 
unto mm, Wnat is truth? And when he had said this, 
he weqt out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, rch.xir.4. o. 

find in him no fault at all. But ye have a custom, that 
I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye 
therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews P 
^ ®Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but b Acts m. 14. 
Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

XIX. 1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged 
him. ^ And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 

^ y and said, Hail, King of the Jews ! and they smote him 
with their hands. ^ ^ Pilate therefore went forth again, 
and saith unto them. Behold, I bring him forth to you, 


* letter, they all cried out. 
y read, and they approached him, and said. 
read. And Pilate. 


ear to hear, — 'of such are my subjects 
composed : — they hear my voice.' But for 
the putting this true dealing on its proper 
and only ground, see ch. viii. 47 ; vi. 44. 

38.] To this number Pilate did not 
belong. He had no ear for Truth. His 
celebrated question is perhaps more the 
result of indifterentism than of scepticism ; 
it expresses, not without scoff and irony, a 
conviction that truth can neoer be found : 
and is an apt representative of the state of 
the polite Gentile mind at the time of the 
Lord's coming. It was rather an inability 
than an unwillingness to find the truth. 

He waits for no answer, nor did the 
question require any. Nay, it was no real 
question, any more than any other, behind 
which a negation lies hid. I find no 

fault in him] I, opjwsed to you, who 
had found fault in Him. Pilate mocks 
both — the Witness to the Truth, and the 
haters of the Truth. His conduct presents 
a pitiable specimen of the moral weakness 
of that spirit of worldly power, which 
reached its culminating point in the Ro- 
man empire. 39.] At this place 

comes in Matt, xxvii. 12 — 14; — the re- 
peated accusation of Jesus by the chief 
priests and elders, to which He answered 
nothing; — and Luke xxiii. 6 — 16, the 
sending to Herod, and second proclama- 
tion of His innocence by Pilate, — after 
which he adopts this method of procuring 
His release (Luke, ver. 17). ye have 
a ouBtom] See note Matt, xxvii. 15, and 
compare, for an instructive specimen of the 
variations in ^he Gospel narratives, the 


four accounts of this incident. 40.] 

They have not before mded ouV' in this 
narrative : so that some circumstances 
must be presupposed which arc not here re- 
lated : unless verses 30 and 31 be referred 
to. Now Barabbas was a robber] In 
Mark xv. 7, Luke xxiii. 19, a rioter ; — but 
doubtless also a robber, as such men are 
frequently found foremost in civil uproar. 
There is a solemn irony in these words of 
the Apostle — a Robber ! See the contrast 
strongly brought out Acts iii. 14. Luthardt 
remarks on the parallelism with Levit. 
xvi. 5 — 10. Thus was Jesus ‘ the goat 
upon which the Lord's lot fell, to be of- 
fered for a sin-olFemig.’ Chap. XTX. 

1.] The reason or purpose of this scourging 
does not here appear ; but in Luke xxiii. 
21 — 23 we read that after the choice of 
Barabbas, Pilate asked them what should 
be done with Jesus ? And when they de- 
manded that He should be crucified, Pilate, 
after another assertion of his innocence, 
said " I will chastise him, and let him go.*' 
Thus it is accounted for. 2, 3. and 
they approached him] This has been pro- 
bably erased by the copyists, as not being 
understood. It was their mock -reverential 
approach, as to a crowned king : coming 
probably with obeisances and pretended 
homage. In the address. Hail, King ot 
the Jews, they were insulting the Jews, 
as much as mocking Christ, ^e notes on 
Matt. vv. 27— 30;— and on the pn^le 
robe, Mark, ver. 17. 4.] The unjust 

and cruel conduct of Pilate appears to 
have had for its object to satisfy the 
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auh.xvm.s8. ye may know that I find no fault in him. ^ * Then 

came Jems forth ^ wearing the crown of thorns, and the 
purple robe. And ^ Pilate saith unto them, Beheld the 
bActsiii.is. man! ^^’When the chief priests therefore and officers 
saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, ® Take ye him^ and crucify him : for 
c Lev. xxiv. 16. I find no fault in him, 7 The Jews answered him, ® We 
d Matt xivi. have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because ^ he 
i8:x. 88.’ made himself the Son of God. ® When Pilate therefore 
heard ^ that saying, he was the more afraid ; ^ and went 
again into the ^judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, 
ci»a.mi.7. Whence art thou? ®But Jesus gave him no answer. 

Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me ? 


^ render^ Jesus therefore came forth. 

® render. Take him yourselves. 

® render, palace. 


^ render, he. 

^ render, this. 


inultitudo by the mockery and de^^rada- 
tion of’ the so-called King of the Jews : 
and with that view he now brings forth 
Jesus. His 8])eech is eijuivalent to — “See 
what 1 have done purely to please yoti — 
for 7 believe Him iunoecnt.’* 6.] is 

the accurate and grapliic delineation of an 
eye-witness, and intimately connected with 
tile speech of Pilate which follow.s. For 
the cry, Behold the man ! is uttered to 
move their contempt and pity ; — ‘ See this 
man who submits to and has suffered these 
indignities — how can He ever stir up the 
people, or set Himself up for King ? Now 
cease to persecute Him ; your malice surely 
ought to be satisfied." 6.] This had 

been cried before, see Matthew, ver. 22 and 
parallels. Possibly St. John may not have 
heard the cry. According as men have 
been in different parts of a mob, they 
will naturally reiKirt differently, us those 
nearest to them cried out. Take him 

yourselves] The words of Pilate shew 
vacillation between his own sense of the 
innocence of Jesus and his fear of dis- 
pleasing the Jews and their rulers. He 
now, but in ironical mockery, as before, 
ch. xviii. 31, delivers the matter entirely 
into their hands : perhaps after having 
received the message from his wife, — Mat- 
thew ver. 19. 7.] In consequence of 

this taunt, they now declare the cause of 
their condemnation of Him — see Levit. 
xxiv. 16 — and their demand that, though 
found innocent by the govenior, He should 
die. 8.] This charge served to in- 

crease the fear which Pilate had before : 
see note on ch. xviii. 37. The name Son 


of G-od served also to confirm the omen 
already furnished by the dream of his wife. 
That this fear w as not a fear of the Jews, 
nor of acting unjustly, but of the Person 
of Jesus, is evident from what follows. 

9.] He entered, taking Jesus with 
him. Whence] i. e. not ‘ from what 

province?" — for lie knew this, Luke xxiii. 
6, 7 : nor, ‘ of what parents ? " — but 
whence ? in reference to the name, the 
Son of God : Whence is thine origin '? 
Observe that the fear of Pilate is not mere 
superstition, nor does it enter into the 
Jewish meaning of “ Son of Oodd* 
but arises from an indefinite impression 
made on him by the Person and bearing 
of our Lord. We must not therefore 
imagine any fear of Him as being a ‘ son 
of the gods," in Pilate’s mind : this gives a 
wrong direction to his conduct, and misses 
the fine psychological truth of the narra- 
tive. Our Lord, in His silence, was 
acting according to His own precept, Matt, 
vii. 6. Notwithstanding Pilate’s fear of 
Him, he was not in earnest; — not deter- 
mined to be led by his conscience, but had 
already given w^ay to the unjust demands 
of the people ; and He who saw his heart, 
knew how unworthy he was of an answer 
to so momentous a question. Besides, this 
silence was the most emphatic answer to 
all w'ho had ears to hear it ; — was a refer- 
ence to what He had said before, ch. xviii. 
37, and so a witness to His divine origin. 
Would any mere man, of true and upright 
character, have refused an answer to such 
a question, so put ? Let the modem ra- 
tionalist consider this. 10.] As in 
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knowest thou not that I have power to ^ crucify thee, and 
have power to re/ease thee P Jesus answered, ^Thou fch.vii.so. 
^ could^Bt have no power at all against me, except it were 
given thee from above : ^ therefore he that ^ delivered me 
unto thee hath the greater sin. ^ And from thenceforth 
Pilate sought to release him : but the Jews cried out, 

^ read, release. & read, crucify. 

^ render, WOuldest. i render, for this CaUSC. 

^ render, delivereth. Borne ancient authorities have delivered. 

^ better. Upon this. 


ch. xviii. 35, Pilate at once recoils from liis 
better conscience into the state-pride of 
office. As Lampo remarks, this speech is 
directly contrary to his previous expression 
of fear. This very boast was a sclf-con- 
viction of injustice. No just judge has any 
such power as this, to punish or to loose 
(see 2 Cor. xiii. 8) ; but only patiently to 
enquire and give sentence according to the 
truth. unto me, emphatic : it perhaps 
being implied, * Thou hast, 1 Iciiow, refused 
to reply to others before.^ That Pilate 
should put the releasing first, as it stands 
in the most ancient authorities, seems most 
natural, as appealing most to the prisoner ; 
the power of crucifying follows, as the 
alternative in case the other is rejected. 

11.] This last testimony of our Lord 
before Pilate is a witness to the truth : 
opening in a wonderful manner the secret 
of Pilate’s vaunted power, of His own 
humble submission, and the sinfulness of 
His enemies. This saying, observes Meyer, 
breathes truth and grace. The great stress 
is on the term from above, on which Gro- 
tius strikingly says, “ thence, that is, from 
whence I am sprung so that it furnishes 
a remarkable answer to the above. We 
must not dream of any allusion to Rome, or 
the Sanhedrim, in this (juestion “ Whence 
art thou V* as the sources of Pilate’s 
power : — the word was not so meant, nor 
so understood ; see ver. 12. The word 
it does not refer to power against me, but 
embraces in itself the whole delegation 
from above, power included : and the words 
“except it were given thee from above,” 
are equivalent to except by appointment 
from above. Lampe remarks: “Our Lord 
concedes to Pilate 1) Power. He acknow- 
ledged the authority of a human court, 
because His kingdom was not earthly, de- 
stroying human magistrates : nor did He 
dispute the authority of Pilate and the 
Romans over the Jews. 2) He even am- 
plifies that power, as given from above. 
For this is the Christian doctrine, that all 


power is from God (Rom. xiii. 1, 2). 3) He 
acknowledges that that power extended 
even over Himself, since all concerning 
Him was being done by divine decree (Acts 
iv. 28).” for this cause] viz. because 
of what has just been asserted, “ Thou 
wouldest have no power ^c.” llie 

connexion is somewhat difficult. I take it 
to be this : * God has given to thee power 
over me; — not insight into the character 
which I claim, that of being the Son of 
God — but simply power : that insight be- 
longed to others, viz. the Sanhedrim, and 
their president, whose office it was to judge 
that claim ; they have judged against the 
clearest evidence and rejected me, the Son 
of God ; thy sin, that of blindly exorcising 
thy power, sin though it be, is therefore 
less than theirs, who being God’s own 
j)eople, and with God’s word of prophecy 
before them (and the High Priest, with his 
own prophetic word before him, — see ch. 
xviii. 11), deliberately gave mo over into 
thy hand.’ It is important to this, which 
1 believe to be the only right understand- 
ing of the words, to remember that ITlatc, 
from ver. 6, w'as making himself simply 
their tool ; — He was the sinful, but at the 
same time the blind instrument of their 
deliberate malice. he that delivereth 
me unto thee] Heyond question, Caiaphas, 
— to whom the initiative on the Jewish side 
belonged ; by whose authority all was done. 
At the same time the whole Sanhedrim are 
probably included under the guilt of their 
chief. In this word sin is an implied 

reference to a higher Judge — nay, that 
Judge Himself speaks. 12.] Upon this : 
or from this time ; but the words in the 
original hardly bear so much as this latter 
meaning. See ch. vi. 66, where the same 
correction has been made. Pilate him- 
self was deeply struck by these words of 
majesty and mildness, and almost sym- 
pathy for his own weakness ; and he made 
a last, and, as this verse seems to imply, a 
somewhat longer attempt than before, to 
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gLukexxui. saying, ^If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar s 
hActixvu.7. friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh 

against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard / ^ that 
saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the 
judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but 
in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. ^ And it was the preparation 
of the passover, and about the sixth hour : and he saith unto 
the Jews, Behold your King ! But they cried out, 

letter, every one that. ^ read, these words. 

® read, Now it was the preparation of the passover. It was about 
the sixth hour : 


deliver Him. Caesar’s friend] There 

does not seem to be any allusion to this 
name being bestowed as a title of honour 
(indeed, a good deal of fancy has been 
employed in making out the fact of such a 
title having been in use) any further than 
that the appellation would naturally arise 
and be accounted honouniblo. The mean- 
ing is, ‘ well aflected to Caesar.’ This 

was a terrible saying, especially under 
Tiberius, with whom, as Tacitus assures us, 
the undefined charge of disaflection to the 
person of the emperor was used to fill up 
all other accusations. every one that 
maketh himself a king] This was true : 
their application ol‘ it to Christ, a lie. Hut 
words, not fa^ts, are taken into account 
by tyrants, and this Pilate knew. 

18.] these words — viz. these two last re- 
marks. ** In such a perplexity, a man like 
Hlate could not long hesitate. As Caiaphaa 
had before said it were better that one 
even innocent man should die, than that 
all should jK‘rish : so now in like case 
Klate decided rather to sacrifice Jesus 
though innocent, than t<i expose himself to 
80 great danger.’’ Friedlieb. forth : 

see on ch. xviii. 33. The judgment 

seat, or hema, was in front of the prado- 
rium, on an elevated jdatform called (iab- 
batha, which was paved with a tessellated 
pavement. Such a pavement, Suetonius 
informs us, Julius Cawir carried about on 
his cxi>oditions. 14. the preparation 

of the paisover] The signification, ‘ Friday 
in the Passover week,’ has found many, and 
some recent, defenders. But this is not the 
natural meaning of the words, nor would 
it ever have boon thought of in this place, 
but for the difficulty arising from the whole 
Passover question, which 1 have discussed 
on Matt. xxvi. 17 — 19, and on ch. xviii. 28. 

This preparation day is * the vigil 
of the Passover,* i. e. the day preceding 
the evening when the passover was killed. 
And 80 it must be understood here, espe- 


cially when connected with ch. xviii. 28. 
See on the whole matter the notes abovQ 
referred to. about the sixth hour] 
There is an insuperable difficulty, as the 
text now stands. For St. Mark relates, ch. 
XV. 25, that the crucifixion took place at 
the third hour : and that it certainly 
was so, the whole arrangement of the 
day testifies.! For on the one hand, the 
judgment could hardly have taken the 
whole day till noon : and on the other, 
there will not thus be time left for the 
rest of the events of the day, before the 
sabbath began. We must certainly sup- 
pose, as did Eusebius, Theophylact, and 
Severus, that there has been some very 
early erratum in our cojjies ; whether the 
interchange of 3 and 6, which when ex- 
pressed in Greek numeral letters, are not 
unlike one another (f and t), or some other, 
cannot now be determined. We cer- 

tainly may bring the two accounts nearer 
together by recollecting that, as the 
crucifixion itself certainly did not (see in 
Mark) take place exactly at the third hour, 
and as here it is about tfie sixth hour, some 
intermediate time may be described by both 
Evangelists. But this is not satisfactory : 
see note on Mark xv. 25. The solution 
given by Dr. Wordsworth, after Townson 
and others, that St. John’s reckoning of 
the hours is different, and like our own, so 
that the sixth hour would be 6 a.m., besides 
being unsupported by any authority (see ch. 
i. 39, iv. 6, 52 ; xi. 9, and notes), would 
leave here the difficulty that there must 
thus elapse three hours between the hear- 
ing before Pilate and the Crucifixion. Be- 
sides which, we may ask, is it possible to 
imagine St. John, with the other gospels 
before him as these expositors believe liim 
to have had, adopting without notice an 
independent reckoning of his own which 
would introduce utter confusion into that 
history which (again on their hypothesis) 
he wrote his gospel to complete and clear 
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Away witli him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate 
saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King P The chief 
priests^answered, * We have no king but Caesar^ Then loen.xux.io. 
delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. 

And they took Jesus [, P and led him away]. ^7 And 
he bearing his cross *^went forth into place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha : 

where they crucified him, and two other with him, on 
either side one, and J esus in the midst, ^ And Pilate 
wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing 
was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews : for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and 
it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 2i s Then 
said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The 
King of the Jews ; but that he said, I am King of the 
Jews. 23 Pilate answered, What I have written I have 
written. 23 Then the * soldiers, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every 
soldier a part ; and also his coat : now the coat was with- 


P omitted hy some ancient authorities, 
^ render, Moreover. 

up ? The words Behold your King 

seem to have been spoken in irony to the 
Jews — in the same spirit in which after- 
wards the title was written over the cross: 
— partly perhaps also, as in tliat case, in 
consequence of the saying in ver. 12, — to 
sever himself altogether from the suspicion 
there cast on him. 16. j We have 

no king but Csesar, was a degrading con- 
fession from the chief priests of that people 
of whom it was said, * The Lord your God 
is your King.^ 1 Sara. xii. 12. *‘They 
were so earnest in repudiating Jesus,'’ says 
Bengel, “ that they repudiate tlnur Messiah 
altogether.” However, the cry furthered 
the present purpose, and to this all was 
sacrificed, including trutli itself; for the 
confession was not only degrading, but false 
in their mouths. Some of those who now 
cried this, died miserably in rebellion against 
Csesar forty years afterwards. 16.] 

Here the scourging seems (Matthew, Mark) 
to have taken place, or perhaps to have 
been renewed, since the former one was 
not that customary before execution, but 
conceded by Pilate to the mob in hope of 
satisiying them. 

17 — 42 .] Jesus surrenders himself to 
death. Matt., xxvii. 31 — 61. Mark xv. 


^ render, the. 

® render. Therefore. 

20 — 17. Luke xxiii. 26 — 56. Compare 
the notes on the Four throughout. they 
took Jesus] viz. the chief priests. 
17—22.] His Crucifixion, 17.] See 
on Matt. ver. 33. 19.] Matt. ver. 37. 

20 — 22 .] The same sjnrit of mock- 
ery of the Jews shewed itself in the title, 
as before, ver. 14. They had prevailed on 
Pilate by urging this point, that Jesus had 
set Himself up for a king ; and Pilate is 
willing to remind them of it by these 
taunts. Hence their complaint, and his 
answer. The Latin was the official 
language, the Greek that usually spoken, — 
the Hebrew (i. e. Aramaic) that of the 
common people. What I have written 
I have written] The first perfect denotes 
the past action ; the second that it was 
complete and unalterable. 23 — 80 .] 

His death, 23 , 24 .] There were 

four soldiers, a quaternion. Acts xii. 4, and 
perhaps a centurion, for we read elsewhere 
of a centurion sent to see punishment 
inflicted. The garments of the exe- 

cuted wore by law the perquisite of the 
soldiers on duty. The coat was the 
tunic. It reached from the neck to the 
feet, and was fastened round the throat 
with a clasp. It was properly a priest's 
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out seam, woven from the top throughout. ^ They said 
therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast 
lots for it, whose it shall be : that the scripture might be 
iPiA.xxii.i 8 . fulfilled, which saith, ^ They parted my ^raiment among 
them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things 
therefore the soldiers did. 25 jfow there stood by the 
cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife] of* Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 y Jf'/ien 
nich. xiiL 23 :^ Jesus therefore saw his mother, and ™the disciple standing 
li d/ if.'i. whom he loved, [® he\ saith unto his mother, " Woman, 

behold thy son ! 27 Then saith he to the disciple. Behold 

thy mother ! And from that hour that disciple took her 
‘"xvi.Vr* ®unto his own home. 28 ^fter this, Jesus knowing that 

^ rendeTy garments. ^ not expressed in the original. 

* this shovld he ClopaS, as in the original. 
y render, Jesus therefore seeing. * omit, 

render, the, as above. 


garment, and was woven of linen, or per- 
hli|{)8 of wool. The citation is verbatim 

from the IjXX. 26.] In Matt, xxvii. 
65, 56, and the parallel places, we learn 
that two of these were* looking on afar off, 
after .lesus had exjnred, with Salome. 
Considering then that St. John’s luihit of 
not naming himself might extend to his 
mother (he names his father, ch. xxi. 2), 
we may well believe that his mother’s 
sister here represents Salome, and that 
four women are designated by this descrip- 
tion. So Wieseler and Meyer, Luthardt 
opposing them. So also Ewald : and, which 
is no mean evidence, the ancient Syriac 
version, inserting and between, **the 
mother's sister, and Mary . . . . ” 

This Mary was wife of Klopas (Alpha*u8, 
see Matt, x, 3, iind Introd. to Ep. of James, 
§ i. 4), the mother of .lames the Less 
and Joses; Matt., Mark. 26. behold 
thy ion] Tlio relationship in the flesh 
between the Lord and His mother was 
about to close; hence He commends her 
to another son who should care for and 
protect her. Thus, — as at the marriage 
111 Cano, when His official independence of 
her was to be testified, so now, — He ad- 
dresses her as Woman. 27.] The so- 
lemn and affecting commendation of her to 
St. John is doubly made, — and thus bound 
by the strongest injunctions on both. The 
Komanist idea, that the Lord eommended 
all hit disciples, as represented by the 
beloved one, to the patronage of Hit 
Mother, is simply absu^. The converse is 
true : He did solemnly commend the care 


of her, es])eciany indeed to the beloved 
discijde, but in him to the whole cycle 
of discnples, among whom we find her. 
Acts i. 14. No certain conclusion 

can be drawn from this commendation, 
as to the ‘brethren of the Lord’ be- 
lieving on Him or not at this time. 
The reasons which influenced Him in his 
selection must ever be far beyond our 
penetration : — and whatever relations to 
Him we suppose those brethren to have 
been, it will remain equally mysterious why 
He passed them over, who were so closely 
connected with His mother. Still the pre- 
sumption, that they did not then believe 
on Him, is one of which it is not easy to 
divest one’s self; and at least may enter 
as an element into the consideration of 
the whole subject, beset as it is with un- 
certainty. from that hour is probably 
to be taken literally, — from that time ; — 
so that she was spared the pangs of wit- 
nessing what was to follow. If so, John 
returned again to the Cross, ver. 35. 

The words, he took her to hie own home, 
need not imply that John had a house in 
Jerusalem. ITie name would equally ap^y 
to his lod^ng during the feast; only 
meaning, that henceforth, wherever he 
was, she was an inmate witli him; and 
certainly that his usual habitation was 
fixed, and was his own. Ewald remarks, 
“ It was for the Apostle in his later years a 
sweet reward to recall vividly every snch 
minute detail, — and for his readers a sign 
that he alone could have written all this.” 

28 .] After this is .generally, but 
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all things were now ^ accompUshed, ^that the scripture pp»a.ixix. 21 . 
might be ^fulfilled, saith, I thirst. [* Now'] there was 
set a vessel full of vinegar : ® and they filled a spunge 
with vinegar, and ^put it upon hyssop, and put it to his 
mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, 
he said, ^ It is finished : and he bowed his head, and S gave q 4. 

up the ghost, The Jews ^ therefore, ‘^because it was the rver. 42 . 
preparation, * that the bodies should not remain upon the ® 
cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an 
high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, 

^ render, finished. It is the same word as in ver. 30. 

C render, accomplished. d omit. 

® read and render, SO they filled a spunge with the vinegar. 

^ render, for perspicuity, fixed it Upon a stalk of hySSOp. 

fif render, yielded up his spirit. ^ better, then. 

not necessarily, iminecliate. Here we must foot long, which would in this case be 
suppose the “ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani’^ long enough, the feet of the crucified 
to have been said meantime, mid the three person not being ordinarily raised above 
hours* darkness to have taken place. Per- that distance from the ground. It was 
haps during some of this time John was much used for sprinkling, Exod. xii. 2#; 
absent : see above. that the scripture Levit. xiv. A &c. ; Ps. li. 7. 30.] It is 

might he accomplished] Various needless finished expresses the fulfilling of that ap- 
objeetions have been raised to the appli- pointed course of humiliation, obedience, 
cation of these words to the saying of the and suffering, which the Lord Jesus had 
Lord which follows, and attempts have undertaken. That was now over, — the 
been made — having it in view to leave no redemption of man accomplished, — and 
pre-appointed particular of the circum- from this time ‘the joy that was set before 
stances of his suffering unfulfilled, thus: Him’ begins. It is beyond the purpose of 
that all things were now finished, that the u note to bring out the many meanings of 
Scripture might be accomplished : i. e. that this most important and glorious word, 
all was now done in order to the accom- he bowed his head] We have the 

plishment of Scripture. But it is much minuteness of an eye-witness, on whom 
more natural to connect them with what every particular of this solemn moment 
follows, and to understand, that Jesus, made an indelible impression. yielded 
speaking doubtless also in intense present up his spirit] viz. in the words given by 
agony of thirst, but only speaking because St. Luke, Father, into thy hands I com- 
He so willed it, and because it was an mend my spirit — which was also the “ loud 
ordained part of the course which He had voice** mentioned by St. Matthew and 
taken upon Him, said this word, I thirst. St. Mark. This yielding up Mis spirit** 
“ He would not have sought this alle- was strictly a voluntary and determinate 
viation of His sufferings, had He not act — no coming on of death, which had 
known that this also pertained to the dis- no power over Him, — see ch. x. 18, and 
tinguisbing signs of the Messiah as given note on Luke xxiii. 46. 31 — 42.] 

in the Prophets. Whence this second Jesus in Death : and herein, 81 — 87.J 
motive is stated in addition : that the Proof of Mis Death. 31.] On the 

Scripture might he accomplished.** Lampe. Jewish custom, see note. Matt, xxvii. 57. 
Notice, it is not, fulfilled, which is always that sabbath day was an high day, 

otherwise expressed in the original, but being as it was (see note on ch. xviii. 28, 
a^scomplished. 29.] Tlie vinegar was and Matt. xxvi. 17) a double sabbath: the 
the sour wine, or vinegar and water, the coincidence of the first day of unleavened 
common drink of the Roman soldiers. bread (Ex. xii. 16) with an ordinary sab- 

a stalk of hyssop] An aromatic plant bath. that their legs might be broken] 

f rowing on walls, common in the south of The breaking of the legs was sometimes 
ngland and on the Continent, with blue appended to the punishment of crucifixion, 
or white flowers, and having stalks about but does not appear to have been inflicted 
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and that they nught be taken away. i Then came the 
aoldierSy and brake the legs of the first, and of the other 
which was crucified with him. But ^ when they game to 
Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his 
legs : ^ hut one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his 

tijohnv. side, and forthwith ‘came there out blood and water. 

And he that saw it ^ hare record, and his ^ record is 
true : and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye ® might 
uExo^iH. believe. For these things V were done, '^that the scrip- 
^should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be 
xpb.xxu.i 6, broken. 37 And again another scripture saith, * They 


*•7. shall look on him 

i render, So the soldiers came, 
k render, having come to Jesus, 

^ render, nevertheless. 

^ render, witness. 

P render, came to pasS. 
render, these things. 

for the purpose of causing death, which 
indeed it would not do. Friedlieb sup- 
ixiHcs that the term involved in it the 
* couj) de grace* which was given to all 
executed criminals, and tluit the piercing 
with the sjiear was this death-blow, and 
was also inflicted on the thieves. 

34.1 The lance must have penetrated 
deep, for the object was to ensure death, — 
and see ch. xx. 27, probably into the 
left side, on account of the jxisition of 
the soldier, and of what followed, 
blood and water] The spear perhaps 
pierced the pericardium or envelope of the 
heart, in which case a liquid answering 
the description of water may have flowed 
with the blood. But the quantity would 
be so small as scarcely to have been ob- 
served. It is hardly \) 08 sible that the sepa- 
ration of the blood into placenta and serum 
should so B(x>n have taken place, or that, 
if it had, it should have been by an ob- 
server described as blood and xoater. It is 
more probable that the fact, which is 
hero so strongly testified, wa.s a conse- 
quence of the extreme exhaustion of the 
Body of the Kedeemer. The medical 
opinions on the ixnnt arc very various, and 
by no means satisfactory. Meyer’s view 
after all seems to be the safe and true 
one — that the circumstance is related os a 
miraculous sign, haying deep significance 
as to the work of the Kedix3iner, and 
shewing Him to be more than mortal. 
It can be no reason against this, that 
St. John does not here dwell on any such 


they pierced. 38 And after ^ this 

when they saw. 

^ render, hath home witness. 

® render, may. 

^ render, might. 

typical significance : nor can I see how 
1 John V. 6 AT. can be understood wdthout 
reference to tliis fact : see note there. 

36.] Tins cmpliatie affirmation of the fact 
seems to regard rather the whole incident, 
than the mere outflowing of the blood 
and water. It w^as the object of St. John 
to shew that the Lord’s Body was a real 
body, and underwent real death. And 
both these were shewn by what took 
place : not so much by the phamomenon 
of the water and blood, as by the infliction 
of such a wound, — after which, even had 
not death taken })lace before, there could 
not by any possibility be life rc'inaining. 

The third person (he that saw 
it . . . .) gives solemnity. It is, besides, in 
accordance w ith St. John’s way of speaking 
of himself througliout the Gospel. The 
usage of tlie word believe in St. John makes 
it probable that he lays the weight on the 
proof of the reality of the death, as above. 
The clause, that ye may believe, depends 
on the three preceding clauses, without 
any parenthesis, as the final aim of what 
has gone before : in order that your faith 
may receive confirmation. 36.] ‘ For’ 
— i. e. as connected wdth the true Messiah- 
sliip of Christ, ‘ these things were a fulfil- 
ment of Scripture.’ It is possible that 
Bs. xxxiv. 20 may be also referred to ; — 
hut no doubt the primary reference is to 
the Paschal Lamb of Exod. xii. 46 : Num. 
ix. 12; see 1 Cor. v. 7. 37.] The 

prophecy, they shall look on Him whom 
they pierced, does not refer to the Roman 
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Joseph of Arimatheea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly ^for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that heyoh ij^M: 
mighii^take away the body of J esus : and Pilate gave him 
leave. He came therefore, and took ® the body of Jesus, 

And there came also ^Nicodemus, which at the first 1.2: 
came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. ^ Then took 
they the body of Jesus, and ® wound it in linen clothes » Acta v.e. 
with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a 
garden ; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was 

® render, his body. 


soldiers, — but to the repentaut in the 
world, who, at the time the Gospel was 
written, had begun to fulfil the prophecy : 
and is not without a prophetic reference to 
the future conversion of Israel, who were 
here the real piercers, though the act was 
done by the hand of wicked men. Acts x. 28. 

88 — 42.] Kis Burial. 38.] after 
these things — not immediately after this, 
but soon after. The narrative implies, 
though it does not mention (as St. Mark 
and St. Luke do), that Joseph himself took 
down the Body from the cross. Liicke 
thinks the soldiers would have done this : 
but their duty seems only to have extended 
to the ascertaining of the fact of death. 
The words of ver. 31, that they miyht he 
taken away,^^ need not imply, *by their 
hands.* It was customary to grant 

the bodies of executed persons to their 
friends. On Joseph, and the other 

particulars, see notes on Matthew.- 
He came . . . — to Golgotha. 39.] St. 
John alone mentions Nicodemus. Tlie 
Oalilfiean narrative had no previous trace 
of him, and does not recognize him here. 
Joseph bore too prominent a part not 
to be mentioned by all. Luthardt beau- 
tifully remarks on the contrast between 
these men*8 secret and timid discipleship 
before, and their courage now, “ Their 
love to Jesus was called out by the 
might of His love. His Death is the 
Power which constrains men. And thus 
this act of love on the part of both these 
men is a testimony for Jesus, and for the 
future effect of His death. Hence also it 
appears why the Evangelist mentions the 
weight of the spices, as a proof of the 
greatness of their love, as Lainpe ob- 
serves.** myrrh,— the gum of an 

aromatic plant, not indigenous in Pales- 
tine, but in Arabia Felix, see Exod. xxx. 
VOL. I. 


23 ; Prov. vii. 17 ; Song of Sol. iii. 6. 

aloes] The name of various sorts 
of aromatic wood in the East. Both 
materials appear to have been pulverized 
(the wood either by scraping or burning) 
and strewed in the folds of the linen in 
which the body was wrapped. The quan- 
tity, about an hundred pound weight, is 
large; but perhaps the whole Body was 
encased, after the wrapping, in the mix* 
ture, and an outer wrapper fastened over 
all. The proceeding was hurried, on ac- 
count of the approaching Sabbath : and 
a])parently an understanding entered into 
with the women, that it should be more 
completely done after the Sabbath was 
over. This plentiful application of the 
aromatic substances may therefore have 
been made with an intention to prevent 
the Body, in its lacerated state, from inci- 
pient decomposition during the interval. 

40.] See ch. xi. 44. Little is known 
with any certainty, cxcej^t from these pas- 
sages, of the Jews* ordinary manner of 
burying. 41.] See note on Matthew, 
ver. 60. The words, in the place where 
he was crucified, are so far in favour of 
the traditional site of the Holy Sepulchre, 
that Calvary and the Sepulchre are close 
together, under the roof of the same 
church. And those who have found an 
objection in that circumstance have for- 
gotten this testimony of St. John, 
a new sepulchre . . . .] And therefore 
given for the purpose— %o that the addi- 
tional particular not here mentioned, that 
it belonged to Joseph, is almost implied. 
The newness of the tomb was important, 
that it should be seen that no one but 
Jesus had risen thence, and Jesus not by 
the power of another, as was once the case 
at the grave of Elisha: so that no room 
might ^ left for the evasions of unbelief. 
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bi«a.iiii.o. never man yet laid. There laid they Jem% therefore 

ever. 81 . ^ hecame of the Jew8^ preparation day ; for the sepulchre was 

nigh at hand, ^ 

XX. 1 ^ The first day of the week cometh Mary Magda- 
lene early, * when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. ^ y Then 
acb.xiii. 28 : she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the Mother 
7,20,24. disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They 
have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 

^ heller {see note) arranged as the original; There then, On aCCOUnt of 
the Jews* preparation day, because the sepulchre was nigh at hand, 
laid they Jesus. 


^ render, But on the first day. 

* render, while. 

y render. She runncth therefore. 

42.] the Jews* preparation day 

soems to indicate clearly the preparation 
of the Passover, as I have before main* 
tained that the words mean ; not the mere 
day of the week so called, which, as it was 
by the Christians also in the Apostles* time 
named the preparation (Parasetwe!?), would 
not he qualified by the additional state- 
ment that it was “ the Jews* preparation 
day.** The words because the sepul- 
chre was nigh at hand, may certainly at 
first sight ap])ear as if St, John were not 
aware that the tomb belonged to Joseph ; 
but it is more likely that the thought of 
asking for the Body may have been ori- 
ginally suggested to Joseph by his possess- 
ing a tomb close to the place of crucifixion, 
and so the nearness of the tomb may have 
been the real original reason of the whole 
proceeding; and St. John, not anxious to 
record every particular, may have given it 
as such. It is much bettor to keep 
the order of the original in rendering this 
verse. There is weight and pathos in the 
concluding words, as completing the great 
subject of this part of the narrative, which 
is lost by transposing as in A. V. 

Chap. XX. 1—29.] Jesus alive peom 

THE DEAD. COMPLETION OF THE DIS- 
CIPLES* FAITH WROUGHT THEREBY. And 
herein, 1 — 18.] Contrast between His 

former life, within the conditions of the 
flesh, and His present, in which His 
oommnnion with His own partakes of his 
new relation to the Father. Compare 
Matt, xxviii. 1 : Mark xvi. 1 ; Luke xxiv. 
1. On the chronology of the events of 
the Resurrection, see note on Matt, xxviii. 
1. I attempt no harmony of the ac- 


counts : — I believe all such attempts to 
he fruitless ; — and I see in their failure 
strong corroboration of the truth of the 
evangelic narratives. It is ejuite impos- 
sible that so astounding an event, coming 
upon various portions of the body of dis- 
ciples from various quarters and in various 
fonns, should not have been related, by 
four independent witnesses, in the scat- 
tered and fragmentary way in which we 
now find it. In the depth beneath this 
varied surface of narration, rests the great 
central fact of the Resurrection itself, un- 
moved and immoveable. As it was this 
above all other things to which the Apos- 
tles bore their testimony, so, in their testi- 
mony to this, we have the most remarkable 
proof of each having faithfully elaborated 
into narrative those particular facts which 
came under his own eye or were reported 
to himself by those concerned. Hence the 
great diversity in this portion of the nar- 
rative : — and hence I believe much that is 
now dark might be explained, were the 
facts themselves, in their order of occur- 
rence, before us. Till that is the case, 
(and I am willing to believe that it will be 
one of our delightful employments here- 
after, to trace the true harmony of the 
Holy Gospels, under His teaching of whom 
they are the record,) we must be content 
to walk by faith, and not by sight. We 
must also remember in this case, that our 
Evangelist is selecting his points of narra- 
tion with a special purpose, — to shew us 
how the belief of the disciples was brought 
out and completed, after the unbelief of 
Israel : cf. w, 80, 31. 1, 2. Hary 

Magdalene] She was not alone (Matthew, 
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know not where they have laid him. ^ Peter therefore 
went forth, and * that other disciple, and » came to the 
sepulihre. So they ran both together : and the other 
disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepul- 
chre, ^ and [cAe] stooping down and looking in, saw ^ the i>ch.xiy. 
linen clothes lying ; yet went he not in. ^ Then ^ cometh 
Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and ^ seeth the linen clothes ^ liCy 7 and ‘^the napkin, that 
was & about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but 
wrapped together in a place by itself. ® ^ Then went in 
also i that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 
and he saw, and believed. ® For as yet they knew not 
^ the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. ^ lo. 
^^'^Then the disciples went away again unto their own 
home. 


* render^ the. 

^ render y And. 
d rendery COTUCth also. 

^ render y lying. 

^ rendery Then therefore. 

k 


^ rendery they went toward. 

® omit. 

® rendery bclioldetll. 

& rendery upon. 

^ rendery the. 
rendery So. 


Mark, Luke). Docs this appear in the 
plural verb, ** we know not inhere they 
have laid Ilim,* below ? This is not, as 
Meyer says, precluded by the use of ** I 
know noV^ in ver. 13. Mary there speaks 
in her own person, which she mig-ht do, how- 
ever accompanied. Still, probably not. She 
jierhaps uses the plural, as involving all the 
disciples in her own feeling of ignorance and 
of consequent sorrow. So Meyer : and it 
is more natural to take it thus. One tiling 
we may conclude for certain, that she^ for 
some reason, did not see the vision related 
in the three other Gospels. 3 .] St. 

Luke, ver. 12, speaks only of Peter's going. 

4 — 8 .] Full of most interesting and 
characteristic detail. John, probably the 
younger, outruns Peter;— but when there, 
reverently (not for fear of pollution, as 
some have thought) abstains from enter- 
ing the sepulchre. The ardent and impe- 
tuous Peter goes directly in — John follows 
— and believes. What can exceed the inner 
truth of tliis description ? And what is 
not related, is as full of truth as that 
which is. For, vv. 6, 7, we seem to hear 
the very voice of Peter describing to his 
companion the inner state of the tomb. 

On the napkin, see ch. xi. 44 and 
note. seeth represents the original 

word used of the cursory glance of John, 
who did not go in, — beholdeth, that which 

T 


describes the exhaustive gaze of Peter, who 
did. Notice also that John, when he 
stooped and looked in, saw only the linen 
clothes, which seem to have been lying 
where the Feet were, nearer the entrance, 
whereas Peter, on going in, saw the naykin, 
which was perhaps deposited further in, 
near the place of the Head. 8. he 

gaw, and believed] Nothing is said of 
Peter — did he believe too ? I think not ; 
— and that John modestly suppresses it. 
But what did J ohn believe ? Was it merely, 
that the Body had been taken away, as 
Mary had reported (Bengel and others) P 
Surely not ; the facts which he saw would 
prevent this conclusion : nor does John 
so use the word believe. He believed 
that Jesus was risen from the dead. He 
received into liis mind, embraced with his 
assent, the fact of the besurkeo- 
TiON, for the first time. He did this, on 
the ocular testimony before him ; for as 
yet neither of them krww the Scripture, 
so as to be previously convinced of the 
certainty that it would be so. But (see 
above) Peter does not seem to have as yet 
received this fact ; — accounting probably 
for what he saw as Mary had done. Lampe 
beautifully says, ‘ We conclude that from 
this moment, in the gloom of the sepulchre, 
the mind of John was enlightened by saving 
faith in the Resurrection of Jesus, as with 
T 2 
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But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping : 
and as she wept, she stooped down and looked into the sepul- 
chre, 1^ and 1 seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at 
the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain, i"^ And they say unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him. i^ An(r\ when she had thus said, she turned 
ech.xxi.4. herself back, and l saw Jesus standing, and ® knew not that 
it was Jesus, i^ Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou ? whom seekest thou ? She, supposing ^ Mm 
to he the gardener, saith unto him. Sir, if thou have borne 

1 render y beholdeth. omit, 

^ render^ that it WaS. 

a now ray of the risen Sun of Righteous- forth and weep again, or further to seek 
ness.’ 10. went away again nnto her Lord. Clirysostom’s reason is very 

their own home] St. Luke, xxiii. 12, lias beautiful, but perhaps hardly probable, 
the very sauic expression j see there in from the fact that Mary on turning round 
margin. This is remarkable, as he evi- did not reeogni/e our Lord ; “ It seems to 
dently has a fragment of the same inei- me that while she was saying these words, 
dent. 11.] iShe had come with them, the sudden appearance of Christ behind 
but more slowly. 12,] From what has her struck the angels, who saw their Lord, 
been said above, my readers will not expect with amazement : and that tlu^y imme- 
me to com])are the angelic appearaiices in diattly shewed, both by their posture and 
the four Gospels. What wonder, if the by their look, that they saw the Lord : 
heavenly hosts were variously and often and this caused Mary to turn round and 
visible on this great day, when ‘ the look behind her.” We need not surely 
morning stars sang together, and all the enquire too minutely, why she did not 
sons of G(m 1 shouted for joy What know Him. The fact may be psychologi- 
can be more aecui-ate in detail than this eally accounted for — she did not expect 
description of the vision of Mary ? Every Him to be iherCy and was wholly preoccu- 
word was no doubt carefully related to the ])ied with other thoughts : or, as Driiseke 
Apostle, and as carefully recorded. And says, ‘ Her tears wove a veil, which con- 
all is signiticant : they are in tohife, be- cealed Him who stood before her. The 
cause from the world of light : they xity seeking after the Dead prevents us from 
as not defending, but ^waeefully watching seeing the Living.’ 16.] Tlie same 

the Body : at the Head and the Feety for kind of rei)etition by the Lord of w'hat the 
the Body of the Lord w^as from head to angel had before said is fovmd in Matt, 

foot in the charge of His Father and of xxviii. 7 — 10. It is idle to enquire why 

His serv ants. 18.] Here tigain the she thought Him to be the gardener : but 

finest psychological truth underlies the I may once for all observe that we must 
narrative. The other woimui (Murk, ver. believe the clothing of His risen Body to 
6. Luke, ver. 6) were afraid at the vision ; liave been that which He pleased to as- 
but now' Mary, having hut one thought or same ; not earthly clothing, but perhaps 
desire, to recover the lost Body of her some semblance of it. Certainly, in this 

Lord, feels no fear. Tlie angels ease, He was clothed; — or she must at 

doubtless are proceeding further to assure once have recognized Him. But see on the 
her as they did the women before : — but words ** she turned herself below, 
this is broken off by the appearance of the Sir] The Greek w ord rendereil both ** SiF* 
Lord Himself, or perhnp by Mary’s turn- and ** Lord** is one and the same through- 
ing away. 14.] sne tamed herself out the New Test. We can only judge 

back — having her attention attracted by from the circumstances in each case, which 
consciousness of some one being present it represents. Here there can be no doubt, 
near her — not perhaps by the approach of seeing that she did not recognize her Lord, 
Jesus. Or it might be with intent to go that it is merely the appellation of courtesy 
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him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will 
take him away, Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She 
turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni ; which is to 
say. Master, Jesus saith unto her. Touch me not ; for 
I am not yet ascended to my Father: but ^’oro to my fr8xxii.22. 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, 
and your Father, and ^o] ^'my God, and your God. EEph.V/iT!’ 

Mary Magdalene ® came and told the disciples that she 
had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things 
unto her. 

omit. 0 render, comcth, bringing tidings to. 


to an unknown ])orson. thou is em- 

jihatic. I will take him away] She 
forgets her lack of strength for this, in the 
overbearing force of her love. (Meyer.) 

16.] With one word, and that one word 
her name, the Lord awakens all the con- 
sciousness of His presence : calling her in 
that tone doubtless in which her soul had 
been so often summoned to receive divine 
knowledge and precious comfort. 

She turned herself] seems to imply that 
she had not been looking full at Him 
before. Babboni may mean either my 
Maater, — or only Master; which last ap- 
}>ears to be the case here. That she 

gives way to no impassioned exclamations, 
but pours out her satisfaction and joy in 
this one word, is also according to the 
deepest psychological truth. There is an 
addition found in some of our copies, 
** and she rushed forward to touch Him 
this is an explanatory gloss to the words 
** Touch me not” — but doubtless it repre- 
sents what really was the fact. * It was 
the former name, with which He called 
her : His former appellation, in which she 
replied ; and now she seeks to renew 
the former intercourse.^ (Luthardt.) 

17.] The connexion between the prohibi- 
tion and its reason is difficult, and has 
been very variously given. The sense seems 
to me to be connected with some gesture 
of the nature alluded to in the addition 
quoted above, but indicating that she be- 
lieved she had now gotten Him again, 
never to be parted from Him. This ges- 
ture He reproves as unsuited to the time, 
and the nature of His present appearance. 
* Do not thus — for I am not yet restored 
finally to you in the body — I have yet to 
ascend to the Father.* This implies in the 
background another and truer touching, 
when He should have ascended to the 
Father. “Thou desirest to touch Me, 
Mary, and to enjoy friendly intercourse 
with Me : but •that may not be now, for I 


permit Myself to be seen only for a pur- 
pose connected with Mine Office, the con- 
firmation of your faith. Hut when 1 shall 
have ascended to My Father, the time will 
come that thou mayst enjoy intercourse 
with the most perfect, not by (‘arthly touch, 
but by such as befits that place, — heavenly 
and spiritual.** Grotius. With this my 
view nearly agrees, not confining (as indeed 
neither do(‘s he) the latter enjoyment to 
hearen itself, but understanding it to have 
begun here below. Leo the Great inter- 
prets very similarly : see in my Greek Test. 

but go . . . .] Stier remarks that 
this was a far greater honour than that 
which had been forbidden her; — just as the 
liandling of the Lord allowed to Thomas 
was a far less thing than the not seeing and 
yet believing. to my brethren] By 

this term He testifies that He has not put 
ofl’ his humanity, nor his love for his own, 
in his resurrection state : see Hcb. ii. 11. 

my Father, and your Father] This 
distinction, my . . . and your . . , when 
“ Our” seems so likely to have been said, 
has been observed by all Commentators of 
any depth, as indicating an essential dif- 
ference in the relations. Cyril of Jeru- 
salem says, “ My Father, by nature : your 
Father, by adoption.** Similarly Augus- 
tine ; adding, “ Nor did He say Our 
God ;** wherefore hero also is a difference 
in the relation. “My God, in subjection 
to whom I am in my human nature, your 
God, between whom and you I myself am 
the Mediator.’* So that the my is the 
ground and source of the your : God is 
His God, directly and properly ; but our 
God, through Him. And the words my 
God indicate that He is still Man : see 
Eph. i. 3, and often in the epistles : 1 Cor. 
iii. 23 : and especially Heb. ii. 11. In the 
words I ascend is included His temporary 
which He was now making with them 
— f am ascending — i. e. ‘I am on my 
way.* 
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1 1 Cor. ).v. 6. * P Then the same day at evening, being the first day 

of the week, lichen the doors were shut where the dis- 
ciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jests and 
stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
you. And when he had so said, he shewed unto them 
kch.ivj.22. his hands and his side. ^Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Then said Jesus to them 
ich.xvii^is, again. Peace be unto you: * as ^ my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you. And when he had said this, he 

P render. When it was cveninff therefore, on that same dav. 


q render, the doors being shut. 

19 — 23.] In the freedom of His spirl 
tual and triumphant life. He appears 
to and commissions His own. Compare 
Luke xxiv. 3fi — 49 j Mark xvi. 14—18. 

19.] The circumstance of the (loor.s 
being shut is mentioned here and in ver. 
26, to indicate ichat sort of appearances 
these were. Suddenly, unaccounted for hy 
any approach, — the l^ord rendered himself 
visible to his disciples. Nor did this aifect 
the truth of that resurrection liody, any 
more than his occasionally withdrawing him- 
self from mortal sight affected the truth 
of His fleshly Ilody. Iloth were done by 
that supernatural Power dwelling in Him, 
hy wdiich His other miracles were wrought. 
It seems to have been the normal condition 
of His fleshly Ilody, to be visible to mortal 
eyes : — of His risen llody, not to be. Hut 
both these He could suspend when He 
pleased, without affecting the substance 
or truth of either. for fear of the 

Jews] This was natural enough ; — the 
bitter hatred of the Jews (both pwple and 
rulers) to their Master, — and His own j)ro- 
phetic announcements, — would raise in 
them a dread of incipient persecution now 
that He was removed. came Jesus] 

not, by ordinary ap])roncb; nor through 
the closed doors ; — nor in any visible man- 
ner ; — but the word describes that unseen 
arrival among them which preceded His 
becoming visildc to them. stood in. 
(literally, into) the midst] Compare Luke, 
ver. 36. Tlie into (see on eh. xxi. 4) de- 
notes the coming and standing, in one — 
the standing without motion thither, which 
ip ordinary eases would be standing as the 
result (f motion thither. Peace be 

unto yon] See on Luke ver. 36, and eh. 
xiv. 27. 20.] anvswers to Luke, ver, 

89. Thou were the disciples glad] 
The first and partial fulfilment of ch. xvi. 
20—22: see notes there. The dis- 
ciples seem to have handled Him : sec 


^ render, the Father. 

Luke, ver. 39; 1 John i. 1, and below, 
ver. 25. 21.] ‘Peace be onto you’ 

is solemnly repeated, as the introduction 
of the sending which follows. The minis- 
ters and disciples of the Lord are mes- 
sengers of peace. This view is more na- 
tural than that of Euthymius, “ they were 
probably in excitement from their great 
joy, and He calms them, that they might 
listen to what He was about to say.” 
as my Father hath sent me] He confirms 
and grounds their Apostlesbip on the pre- 
sent glorifieution of Himself, whose Apostle- 
ship (Heb. iii. 1) on earth was now ended, 
but was to be continued by this sending 
forth of them. This commission was not now' 
first given them, but now first fully assured 
to tb('m : and their sending forth by Him 
their glorified Head, w'as to be, in character 
and process, like that of Himself by the 
Father. 22.] To understand this 

verse as the outpouring of the vSpirit, the 
fulfilment of the promise of the Comforter, 
is against all consistency, and most against 
St. John himself : — see ch. xvi. 7, and ch. 
vii. 39. To understand it rightly, we have 
merely to recur to that great key to the 
meaning of so many dark passages of 
Scripture, the manifold and gradual un- 
folding of promise and prophecy in their 
fulfilment. The presence of the Lord 
among them now w'as a slight and tem- 
porary fulfilment of His promise of re- 
turning to them; and so the imparting 
of the Spirit note, was a symbol and fore- 
taste of that which they should receive at 
Pentecost: — just as, to mount a step 
higher, that itself, in its present abiding 
with us, is hut the firstfruits and pledge 
(Kom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. i. 22) of the fulness 
which we shall hereafter inherit. ‘The 
relation of this saying to the efiusion of 
the Spirit is the same which chap. iii. 
bears to Baptism, chap. vi. to tlie lx)rd’s 
Supper, chap. xvii. 1 to *the Ascension, 
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breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost : ^3 m ^^hose soever sins ye remit, they are *" 
remitted unto them ; [® an(f\ whose soever [• 5 ^ 5 ] ye 
retain, they are retained. 24* Thomas, one of the 
twelve, "called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 26 The other disciples therefore said unto him. We 

® omit. 


&c/ (Luthardt.) Further: this giving 
of the Spirit was not the Spirit’s personal 
imparting of Himself to them, but only a 
partial instilling of His influence. He 
proceeds forth in His work (as in His 
essence) from the Father and the Son : 
this breathing of His influence was an 
imparting of Him from the Son in His 
risen Body, but that Body had not yet 
been received up, without which union of 
the God-manhood of the Son to the glory 
of the Father the Holy Spirit would not 
come. Jf^Aat was now conferred is 

plain from our ver. 23 — whereby autho- 
rity to discern spirits and pronounce on 
them is re-aasured (see Matt, xviii. 18) — 
and from Luke, ver. 45, by which a dis- 
cerning of the mind of the Spirit is given 
to them. We And instances of both these 
gifts being exercised by Peter in Acts i., 
in his assertion of the sense of Scripture, 
and his judgment of Judas. Both these 
however were only tennwrary and imper- 
fect. That no formal gifts of Apostle- 
ship loere now formally conferred^ is 
plain hy the absence of Thomas^ who in 
that case would be no apostle in the 
same sense in which the rest were, 
he breathed on them] The very same 
word in the LXX version is that in Gen. 
ii. 7, expressing the act of God in the 
original infusion of the spirit of life into 
man. This act is now by God Incarnate 
repeated, sacramentally (so we have the 
words “Take, Receive” [they are the same in 
the original], in Matt. xxvi. 26 and the paral- 
lels) representing the infusion of the new 
life, of which He is become by his glorified 
Humanity the source to his members : see 
Job xxxiii. 4 ; Ps. xxxiii. 6 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
4j5. 23.] The present meaning of 

these words has been 8iX)ken of al^ve. 
They reach forward however beyond that, 
and extend the grant which they re- 
assure to all ages of the Church. The 
words, closely considered, amount to this : 
that with the gift and real participa- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, comes the con- 
viction, and therefore the knowledgcy of 
#m, of righteousness^ and judgment ;—VLXi6. 
this kncjwledge becomes more perfect, the 
more men ar» filled with the Holy Ghost. 


Since this is so, they who arc pre-eminently 
filled with His presence are pre-eminently 
gifted with the discernment of sin and re- 
pentance in others, and hence by the Lord’s 
appointment authorized to pronounce par- 
don of sin and the contrary. The Apostles 
had this in an especial manner, and by the 
full indwelling of the Spirit were enabled 
to discern the hearts of men, and to give 
Bcntence on that discernment : sec Acts v. 
1 — 11; viii. 21; xiii. 9. And this gift 
belongs to the Church in all ages, and es- 
pecially to those who by legitimate appoint- 
ment are set to minister in the Churches 
of Christ : not hy successive delegation 
from the Apostles, — of which fiction I 
find in the New Testament no traccy — but 
by their mission from Christ, the Bestower 
of the Spirit for their office, when orderly 
and legitimately conferred upon them hy 
the various Churches. Not however to 
them exclusively, — though for decency and 
order it is expedient that the outward and 
formal declaration should be so : — but in 
proportion as any disciple shall have been 
filled with the Holy Spirit of wisdom, is the 
inner discernment, tlie ^fudgmentj^ his. 

The word retain here corresponds to 
^^hind” in Matt. xvi. 19 (see the distinc- 
tion there); xviii. 18, and the word remit 
here to “ loose'^ there. 24 — 29.] Me 

proves Mims elf to Mis own to he Lord and 
God, to he believed on hy them, though not 
seen. Thomases doubt, and its removal. 
Peculiar to John. 24.] was not with 
them — for what reason does not appear. 
Euthymius says, “ It is probable that ho, 
since the scattering of the Apostles, .... 
had not yet joined them.” But I incline, 
with Stier, to think that it could not have 
been accidentally (Lucke), nor because he 
was, as Grotius supposes, “ occupied by 
some engagement.” On such a day, and in 
such a man, such an absence must have 
been designed. Perhaps he hod abandoned 
hope; — the strong evidence of his senses 
having finally convinced him that the 
pierced side and wounded hands betokene<l 
such a death that revivification was im- 
possible. 26.] He probably does not 
name the Feet, merely because the Hands 
and Side would more naturally offer them- 
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have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and t thrust my hand into 
his side, I will not believe. 26 ^.nd after eight days again 
his disciples were within, and Thomas with them : ^ then 
came Jesus y the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach 
hither thy hand, and ^ thrust it into my side : and be not 
faithless, but believing. 28 ^ And"] Thomas answered and 


said unto him, My Lord 

^ render^ as before^ put .* it is the 
^ render, Jesus COmeth. 

selves to his examination than the Feet, 
to which he must stoop. He requires 
no more than liad been granted to the 
rest : but he had their testimony in ad- 
dition, and therefore ample ground for 
faith to rest on. Olshausen calls him 
the ‘ nationalist among the Apostles.’ 

26. J There is not the least reason 
for supposing, with Olshausen, that this 
fippearanee was in Galilee. 'J1ie wliole nar- 
rative points out the same jilace as before. 

The eight days’ interval is the first 
testimony of the recurring day of the 
resurrection being commemorated by the 
disciples : — but, it must be owned, a weak 
one; — for in all probability they had been 
thus assembled every day during the in- 
terval. It forms however an interesting 
opening of the history of the Lord’s Day, 
that the Lord Himself should have thus 
selected and honoured it. 27.] Our 
Lord says nothing of the “ marks of the 
nails — He does not recall the malice of 
his enemies. The words imply that 

the marks were no scars, but the veritable 
wounds tliemselves ; — that in His side 
being largo enough for a hand to be thrust 
into it. This of itself would shew that 
the resurrection Body was bloodless. It is 
** reach hither and behold** in the case of 
the hands, which wore exposed — but merely 
** reach hither and put** in the case of the 
side, which was clothed. So Meyer: but 
it may be questiontnl, whether this was so. 

be not faithless] not merely, ‘I>o 
not any longer disbelieve in my Rekirrec- 
tion — but Be not (do not become) — as 
applied generally to the spiritual life, and 
the reception of God’s truth — Pithless, 
but believing. That Thomas did not 
apply his finger or his hand, is evident 
from the reason given by our Lord for his 


and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto 

same word. 

* omit. 

faith below, being, not, Thon hast touched 
me,** hut, Thou hast seen me. 28.] 
The Socinian view, that these words, My 
Lord and my God, are merely an exclama- 
tion, is refuted, (1) By the fact that no 
such exclamations were in use among the 
Jews. (2) By the introduction to them, 
“ Thomas said to him.” (3) By the im- 
possibility of referring the words my Lord 
to another than Jesus: see ver. 13. (4) 

By the utter psychological absurdity of 
such a supposition : that one just con- 
vinced of the presence of Him whom he 
deeply loved, should, instead of addressing 
Him, break out into an irrelevant cry. 
(5) By the further absurdity of supposing 
that if such were the case, the Apostle 
John, who of all the sacred writers most 
constantly keeps in mind the object for 
which he is writing, should have recorded 
any thing so beside that object. (6) By 
the intimate conjunction of the seeing and 
believing in our Lord’s answer, which 
necessarily makes this his saying the ex- 
pression of his belief: — see l)elow. 
Dismissing it therefore, we observe that 
this is the highest confession of faith 
which has yet been wade; — and that it 
shews that (though not yet fully) the 
meaning of the previous confessions of His 
being ‘ the Son of God ’ was understood. 
Thus St. John, in the very close of his 
Gospel (see on w. 30, 31) iterates the 
testimony with which lie began it — to the 
Godhead of the Word who became flesh : 
and by this 'closing confession, shews how 
the testimony of Jesus to Himself had 
gradually deepened and exalted the Apos- 
tles* conviction, from the time when they 
knew Him only as “ the son of Joseph** 
(ch. i. 46), till now, when He is /icknow- 
ledged as their Lobd and their God. 
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XXI. 1, 2.. 

him, [* ThomaSy'] because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: ° blessed are they that have not seen, and yet ° 5 Pet. I’ s’ 
have believed. 

so vy (I ynany other signs truly did Jesus in the presence pch.xxi. 25 . 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book : 

‘ibut these are written, that ye ^ might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ^ 
ye * might have life ® through his name. 

XXI. 1 After these things J esus ^ sheiced himself again 
to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias ; and c 07 i this icise 
shewed he himself, 2 There were together Simon Peter, 
and Thomas called Didymus, and ® Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and ^the ^sons of Zebedee, and two other of his b Mutt.iv. 21 . 


* omit, 

y read and render, Yea, and many other signs did Jesus. 

* render, may. render, in. 

^ render, as in eh, i. 31 ; ii. 11 ; iii. 21 ; ix. 3 ; xvii. 6, manifested. 
® render, he manifested himself on this wise. 

^ not expressed in the original. 


29.] The reason, because thou hast seen 
me, blames the slowness and required 
f^round of the faith : the assertion, thou 
hast believed, recognizes and commends the 
soundness of that faith just confessed. 
Wonderful indeed, and rich in blessing for us 
who have not seen Him, is this, the closing 
word (see below) of the Gospel. For these 
words cannot apply to the remaining Ten : 
they, like Thomas, had seen and believed, 
* All the appearances of the forty days,* 
says Stier, * were mere ])reparations for the 
believing without seeing.* On the record 
of them, we now believe : see 1 Pet. i. 8. 

30, 81.] Fobmal close of the Gos- 
pel (see notes on ch. xxi.). 30.] 

Yea, and, — or, moreover : meaning, * This 
book must not be supposed to be a com- 
plete account.* eigne] not, as many 

interpret the word, * proofs of His resur- 
rection,* — but, as ch. xii. 37 and elsewhere 
in this Gospel, miracles, in the most general 
sense — these after the Kesurrection in- 
cluded ; — for St. John is here reviewing 
his whole narrative, this book. 31.] 
The mere miracle faith, so often reproved 
by our Lord, is not that intended here. 
This is faith in Simself as the Christ the 
Son of God : and the Evangelist means, 
that enough is related in this book to be a 
ground for such a faith, by shewing us 
HU glory manifested forth (see ch. ii. 11). 

that believing ye may have life] 

Thus he closea almost in the words of hU 


prologue, ch. i. 4, 12. in his name] 
These words (see Acts iv. 10; 1 Cor. vi. 11) 
describe the whole standing of the faith- 
ful man in Christ, — by which and in which 
he has life eternal. 

Chap. XXI. 1 — 23.] The Appendix. 
The glimpse into the futuke. And 
lierein, 1 — 8. The significant draught of 
fishes. I reserve the remarks on this 
chapter to the end, thereby better to 
put the reader in possession of the evi- 
dence which I shall there gather up into 
one, but which will present itself as we 
go on. I will only state here, that whether 
written by St. .John himself (of which I 
feel no doubt) or not, it is evidently an 
appendix to the Oospel, which latter has 
already concluded toith a formal review of 
its contents and object at ch. xx. 30, 31. 

1.] After these things, compare ch. 
T. 1; vi. 1, at a subsequent time, 
manifested himself] This expression U no- 
where else used by St. John of the Lord*8 
appearances, but only in Mark xvi. 12, 14. 
ITie use of the verb here indicates that the 
usual state of the Lord at this time was 
one not of manifestation, but of invisibility 
to them. 2.] Nathanael is named by 

St, John only : see ch. i. 46 ff. : Thomas also 
by St. John only, except in the catalogues 
of the Apostles. the sons of Zebedee 

are nowhere else named by John ; — they 
may however be here mentioned as in remi- 
niscence of the draught of fishes which 
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disciples. ^ Simon Peter saitli unto them, I go a fishing. 
They say unto him, We also ® go with thee. They went 
forth, and entered into ^ a ship immediately ; a»d that 
night they caught nothing. ^ But when the morning 
was now come, Jesus stood on the shore : but the disciples 
u'lu”Aw. ^knew not that it was Jesus. ^ Then ^ Jesus saith unto 
them, Children, have ye any S meat ? They answered 
cT.ukov.4. No. ^ And he said unto them, ®Cast the net on the 

right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast there- 
fore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multi- 
l^^de of '^fishes. 7 Therefore ^that disciple whom Jesus 
loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord, i Now when Simon 
Peter heard that it ivas the Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat 
^unto him, (for he w^as naked,) and did cast himself into 
the sea. ® And the other disciples came in a little ship ; 
(for they were not far from land, but ^ a8 it tvere two 
hundred cubits,) dragging the net with "^fishes, ^ As soon 

® rendcTj COme. ^ render^ the. 

8 render^ fish : iSoe noic. ^ render y the fishcs. 

1 render y Simon Peter then, hearing that it was the Lord, girt. 

^ reruler y about him. ^ render y about two hundred cubits off. 

occurred before : sec Luke v. 1 11', is here, as in ch. xx. 19, one of motion — 

two other of his disciples] W'ho these were Ho came and stood on the shoro. A sudden 
does not appear. Probably (as Luthardt) appearance is indicated by the words, 
some two not named in tlie Gos})eI, and 6. Children] In ch. xiii. 33 we have the 
therefore not specifitxi in its appendix. similar expression, “ little children.^’ 

3.] The disciples returned to their occu* have ye any fish 1] This substantive is said 
pation of fishing, probably lus a means of to signify any thing eaten as an additament 
livelihotKl, during the time wliich tlie Lord to bread, but especially fish. So that here 
had api)ointLHl them in Galilee between the best rendering is as in margin, 
the feasts of the Passover and Pentecost. 6.] See Luke v. G. 7.] The therefore 
This seems to be the first proposal of so here seems distinctly to allude to that for- 
employing themselves. They went mer occasion in Luke v. 1 ff. — the similarity 

forth] from the house where they were of the incident having led the beloved 
together. they caught nothing] as Apostle to scrutinize more closely the 

before, Luke v, 5. The correspondence of j)er8on of Him who sjwkc to them. “John 
this account with that is very remarkable is the more keen-sighted, Peter the more 
— as is also their entire distinctness in the ardent. So John recognizes Him before 
midst of that correspondence. The dis- Peter ; but Peter goes forth to Him before 
ciples must have l)eeii powerfully reminded John.” Euthymius. He put on his 
of that their former and probably last fish- fisher’s coat or shirt for decorum ; he hound 
ing together. And after the ** fishers of it round him, to facilitate his swimming. 

of that other occasion, the whole for he wa« naked] i, e. he was 

could not but bear to them a spiritual stripped for his fisher’s work ; — some say, 
meaning in reference to their apostolic only without his upper garment. Some 
oommiasion ; — their powerlessness without take it literally, that he was absolutely 
Christ, — their success when they let down naked, which is more probable, and under- 
the net at His word. Their present part stand the putting on of the coat as above, 
was not to go fishing of themselves, but Theophylaet explains the word rendered 
“ to wait for the promise of the Father ** “fisher’s coat” tobe“ a linen cloth which the 
Acts i. 4 (Luthardt). 4.] stood cm Phoenicians and Syrians gird round them.” 
tfauB shorfi — the preposition rendered by on 8.] 200 cubits — 100 yards. The 
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then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals 
there, and fish laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith 
unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 

^ Sinion Peter ^ tvent up, and drew the net to land full 
of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three : and for all 
there were so many, yet was not the net ® broken, Jesus 
saith unto them, ^ Come and Pdine. And none of the^^^t®* 
disciples durst ask him. Who art thou ? knowing that 
it was the Lord. J esus theii] cometh, and taketh 

^ bread, and giveth them, and likewise. This is 

now ^ the third time that J csus t sheiced himself to his ^ 
disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. 


^ read, So Simon. 

® render, rent. 

^ omit, 

® render, the fish. 

lake was about five miles broad, accordiiijc^ 
to .Tosepbus ; according to Stanley, six in 
the widest part : according to Dr. Thomson, 
nine. 9 — 14.] The significant meal : 

see below, on ver. 14. 9.] The rationalist 

and semi -rationalist interpreters have taken 
great offence at the idea of a miracle being 
here intended. But is it possible to un- 
derstand the incident otherwise ? As 
Stier says, let any child reading the 
chapter be the judge. And what diffi- 
culty is there in such a fire and fish being 
provided, either by tlie Lord Himself, or 
by the ministry of angels at His bidding ? 

11.] went aboard into the boat, 
which apparently was now on the beach, 
in the shallow water. an hundred 
and fifty and three] This enumeration is 
singular, and not to be accounted for by 
any mystical- significance of the number, 
but as betokening the careful counting 
which took place after the event, and in 
which the narrator took a part. was 

not the net rent : herein differing from what 
happened Luke v. 6, when it was broken, 
12. Come and dine] The word used 
implies the morning meal ; — see ver. 3, 4. 

none of the disciples durst ask him] 
I take these words to imply that they sat 
down to the meal in silence, — wondering at, 
while at the same time they well knew. 
Him who was thus their Host. Chrysostom 
says, for they no longer had thslr former 
confidence, .... but in silence and much 
fear and reverence they sat down, looking 
on Him : . . . seeing His form changed and 
very wonderful, they were much amazed, 
and wanted to* ask Him respecting it, but 


^ render, went aboard. 

P literally, breakfast : see note. 

^ render, thc bread. 

^ render, manifested : see on ver. 1. 

their fear, and their knowledge that it was 
no other than He himself, hindered them.” 

The verb rendered ask signifies 
more : — to question or prove Him. 

13. ] cometh, — from the spot where they 
had seen Him standing, to the fire of 
coals. Ulie words taketh bread, and giveth 
them, bear evident trace of the same words 
used on another occasion, (Matt. xxvi. 26 
and parallels,) and remind us of the similar 
occurrence at Kinmaus, Luke xxiv. 30. 

14. This is now the third time] The 
nuiiiher here is clearly not that of all ap- 
pearances of Jesus up to this time, for that 
to Mary Magdalene is not reckoned ; but 
only those to the disciples, — i. e. any coii- 
siderahlc mimher of them together. This 
one internal trait of consistency speaks 
much for the authenticity and genuineness 
of the addition. Without agreeing with 
all the allegorical interpretations of the 
Fathers, 1 cannot but see much depth and 
richness of meaning in this whole narrative. 
The Lord appears to His disciples, busied 
about their occupation for their daily bread ; 
speaks and acts in a manner wonderfully 
similar to His words and actions on a 
former memorable occasion, when we know 
that by their toiling long and taking 
nothing, but at his word enclosing a mul- 
titude of fishes, was set forth what should 
befall them as fishers of men. Can we 
miss that application at this far more im- 
portant epoch of their apostolic mission ? 
Besides, He graciously provides for their 
present wants, and invites them to be His 
guests ; why, but to shew them that in 
their work liereafter they should never 
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So when they had P dined, Jesus saith to Simon 
Peter, Simon of * Jonas, ylovest thou me more 

than these ? He saith unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou) know- 
est that I y love thee. He saith unto him. Feed my lambs, 
i Acts XX. 28. jje saith to him a^ain the second time, Simon [ ^ ^on] 

Heb. xiii. 20. ^ n ; tt *1 ^ -i • 

ipet.ii.a8: Qf ac Jonas, ylovest thou me.^ ^ lie saith unto mm, 

P literally, breakfasted : see note. ^ not expressed in the original. 

* JHang ancient authorities read hercy and in ch. i. 43, J ohn, instead of 

Jonas. 

y See note on the two words thus rendered. 


want but He would provide ? And as 
(;onnected with the parable, Matt. xiii. 47 
If., has the net enclosing a great multi- 
tude and yet not renty no meaning ? 
Has the ' taking the bread and giving to 
them, and the fish likewise ’ no meaning, 
whieh so closely binds together the mira- 
culous feeding, and the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper, with their future meetings 
in His Name and round His Table ? Any 
one who recognizes the teaching character 
of the acts of the Lord, can hardly cast all 
such applications from him j — and those 
who do not, have yet the first rudiments 
of the Gospels to learn. 16 — 23.] The 

callingy and its prospect. 16. So 

when they had dined] There appears to 
have been nothing said during the meal. 
Surely every word would have been re- 
corded. One great object of this appear- 
ance, observes Stier, certainly was the con- 
firmation, and encouragement of the * fisher 
of men, in his apostolic office. 

Simon son of Jonas] A reminiscence pro- 
bably of his own name and parentage, as 
distinguished from his apostolic name of 
honour, Cephas, or Peter, see ch. i. 43. 
Thus we have the same address, Matt. xvi. 
17, connected with the mention of his 
natural state of flesh and blood, which had 
not revealed to him the great truth just 
confessed — and Luke xxii. 31, * Simon, 
Simon,’ when he is reminded of his natu- 
ral weakness. See also Mark xiv. 37, and 
Matt. xvii. 25, where the significance is 
not so plain. more than these] more 
than these thy fellow-disciples, compare 
Matt. xxvi. 33 ; Mark xiv. 29, * Though 
all should be offended, yet not I.’ That 
St. John does not record this saying, 
makes no difficulty here ; nor does it tell 
against the genuineness of this appen- 
dix to the Gospel. Tlie narrator tells 
that which he heard the Lord say, and 
tells it faithfully and literally. That it 
coincides with what Peter is related to 
have said elsewhere, is a proof of the 


authenticity y not of the connexiony of the 
two accounts. The word these has 

been strangely enough understood (Whitby, 
and others) of t\\e fishy or the ‘ employment 
and furniture of a fisherman.’ — Olshausen 
sees a reference to the pre-eminence given 
to Peter, Matt. xvi. 19, — and regards the 
words as implying that on that account 
he really did love Jesus more than the 
rest; — but surely this is most improba- 
ble, and the other explanation the only 
likely or true one. Perhaps there is also 
a slight reference to his present just-shown 
zeal, in leaping from the ship first to meet 
the Lord. ‘ Has thy past conduct to Mo 
truly borne out thy former and present 
warmth of love to Me above these thy 
fellows?’ “Wonderful is the wisdom of 
Christ, who in so few words makes Peter 
render account to Him whom He had denied, 
and to his brother- apostles, to whom he had 
made himself superior in love ; — thus giving 
us an example for the exercise of church 
discipline.” Grotius. Peter’s answer 

shews that he understood the question as 
above. He says nothing of the more than 
these — but dropping all comparison of 
himself with others, humbly refers to the 
Searcher of hearts the genuineness of his 
love, however the past may seem to have 
called it in question. We may note 
that two Greek verbs, both signifying to 
love, are used in this conversation. The 
one {agapain) is applied to the ordinary 
love which men have to one another, or to 
the reverential love which is borne towards 
God and man by the child of God : the 
other {philein) to the closer love of a man 
for his own friend or his dearest relatives. 
The former word is used in ch. xi. 6, 
where it is said “ Jesus loved Martha and 
her sisteff and Lazarus:” the latter by 
the Jews in ch. xi. 37, when judging by 
the tears of Jesus for Lazanis, they ex- 
claimed, “ See how he loved him.” Now 
in observing this conversation in the 
original, we notice, that tke Lord’s two 
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Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that I 7 love thee. He saith 
unto him, ^ Feed my sheep. ^7 He saith unto him the 
third time, Simon of * Jonas, ylovest thou me? 

Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third 
time, y Lovest thou me ? And he said unto him, Lord, 

^'thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I y love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him. Feed my ^ sheep. * Verily, ^ ^ 

verily, I say imto thee, When thou wast young, thou 
girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest ; but 


* render y Keep. 

first questions contain the former word, 
while Peter’s answers have the latter and 
warmer one : — whereas, the third time the 
question and answer both have the warmer 
word {philein). This does not look like 
accident. Peter in his two answers uses a 
less exalted word, and one implying a 
consciousness of his own weakness, hut a 
persuasion and deep feeling of personal love. 
Then in the third question, the Lord adopts 
the word of Peter’s answer, the closer to 
press the meaning of it home to him. 

'J'he answer, thou knowest, the two first 
times, seems to refer to the Lord’s personal 
knowledge of Peter’s lieart — in His having 
given him that name, ch. i. 43, Matt, 
xvi. 17 ; Luke xxii. 31, and the announce- 
ment of his denial of Him. The last time, 
he widens this assertion ‘Thou knowest 
me* into ‘ Thou knowest all things* being 
grieved at the repetition of a question 
which brought this Omniscience so pain- 
fully to his mind. Feed my lambs] 

This, and the following answers of the 
Ijord, can hardly be regarded as the re- 
instating of Peter in his apostolic office, 
for there is no record of his ever having 
lost it ; but as a further and higher setting 
forth of it than that first one. Matt. iv. 18 
ff.— both as belonging to all of them on 
the present occasion, and as tending to 
comfort Peter’s own mind after his fall, 
and reassure him of his holding the same 
place among the Apostles as before, owing 
to the gi’acious forgiveness of his Lord. 

Our Lord’s three injunctions differ 
in their mode of expression. The first is. 
Feed my lambs. The second. Keep, tend, 
or shepherd (the same word is used in 
Acts XX. 28 ; 1 Pet. v. 2) my sheep. The 
third. Feed my sheep, but with this dif- 
ference, that the word sheep is the dimi- 
nutive, expressive of affection. Perhaps 
the/eedin^r of the lambs was the furnishing 
the ax) 08 tolic testimony of the Resurrection, 
and facts of the Lord’s life on earth, to the 


^ see note, 

first converts; the shepherding or ruling 
the sheepy the subsequent government of 
the Church, as shewn forth in the early part 
of the Acts : the feeding of the sheep (dimi- 
nutive, the choicest, the loved of the flock), 
the furnishing the now maturer Church of 
Christ with the wholesome food of the 
doctrine contained in his Epistles. The 
notice of these distinctions, which only the 
cold and undiscerning will attempt to 
deny, may serve to shew the English 
reader, how entirely inadequate even the 
best version must be to represent the 
sense of Holy Scripture. For our lan- 
guage is quite unable to express its minute 
beauties and differences. But those must 
strangely miss the whole sense, who 
dream of an exclusive primatial power here 
granted or confirmed to this Ajx)stlc. A 
sufficient refutation of this silly idea, if it 
needed any other than the fact, that Peter 
was grieved at the question leading to the 
commission, is found in the fellow -elder** 
(so in the original) of 1 Pet. v. 1, whore he 
refers apparently to this very charge; see 
note on Matt. xvi. 17 ft‘. 17. Peter 
was grieved] not merely on account of the 
repetition of the question, but because of 
its being asked the third tinwy answering 
to the number of his own denials of Christ, 
thou knowest all things] See above. 

18.] The end of his })astoral office is 
announced to him : — a proof of the knoio- 
ledge of all things which he had just con- 
fessed to be in his Lord; — a contrast to 
the denial of which he had just been re- 
minded ; — a proof to be hereafter given of 
the here recognized genuineness of that 
love which he had been professing. 

When thou wast young] This may be said 
merely in contrast to when thou shalt be 
old. Or it perhaps includes his life up to 
the time prophesied of. thou girdedst 
thyself] As in ver. 7, he had girt his 
fisher’s coat to him : but not confined in 
its reference to that girding alone, — * thou 
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when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, 
and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 
m 2 Pet. i. 14 . wouldcst not. This spake he, signifying “by, ^what 
death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken 
this, he saith unto him, Follow me. Then~\ Peter, 

turning about, seeth the disciple "whom Jesus loved fol- 
lowings which also leaned on his breast at supper, and 
said. Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee ? ^ Teter 

oMatt.xvi.27. sccing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and ® what shall this man 
1 do ? J esus saith unto him. If I will that he tarry ® till 

xxi?7.2o.^^' I come, what i% that to thee ? follow thou me. 23 f Then 

render, what manner of death. ® omiu 

d read, Peter then. 

® literally, this man, what ? i. e, how shall this man fare ? 

^ render. This Saying therefore went. 


pirdcdst thyself up for My work, and 
wentest hither and thither — hut hereafter 
there shall be a service for thee harder 
and more strictly confined.^ thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands] ‘ hut not as just 
now, in swimming ; — in a more painful 
manner, on the transverse beam of the cross ; 
and another — the executioner — shall gird 
thee, — with the cords binding to the cross.* 
Such is the traditionary account of the 
death of Peter. Jerome says, that he 
was crowned with martyrdom under Nero, 
being crucified with his head downwards 
and his feet upwards, because ho alleged 
himself to be unworthy of being crucified 
in the same manner as his Lord.** 
shall carry thee] viz. in the lifting up 
after the fastening to the cross— or perhaps 
in making thee go the way to death, 
bearing thy cross. whither thou 

wouldest not] “ For,** says Augustine, 
“ who wishes to die ? Truly no one : and 
so universal is this feeling, that it was said 
to St. Peter, Another shall gird thee and 
carry thee whither thou wouldest not.** 
19. Follow me] Not to be under- 
stood, I think, of any present gesture of the 
Lord calling Peter aside ; — but, from the 
next verse, followed perhaps by a motion 
of Peter towards Him, in which John 
joined. The words seem to be a plain 
reference to ch. xiii. 36 ; — and the follow- 
ing , — a following through the Cross to 
glory ; — see Matt. xvi. 24 ; Mark x. 21. 
Now, however, talcing up the cross** is 
omitted. He had made this so plmn, that 
it needed not expressing. There was also 
a forcible reminding Peter of the first 
time when he had heard this command on 


the same shore. Matt. iv. 19. 

20.] The details necessary to complete 
the narrative are obscure, and only hinted 
at in the background. It seems that 
Peter either was at the time of the fore- 
going conversation walking with Jesus, 
and turned round and saw John follow- 
ing, — or that he moved towards Him on 
the termination of it (but certainly not 
from a misunderstanding of the words 
Follow Me** see ver. 21). I can hardly 
conceive Him moving away on uttering 
these words, and summoning Peter away 
in private. It seems in the highest degree 
unnatural. This description and identifica- 
tion of the disciple whom Jesus loved is 
evidently inserted to justify his following, 
and is a strong token of St. John’s hand 
having written this chapter ; see ch. xiii. 
23. 21.] Peter’s question shews that 

he had rightly understood the Lord’s pro- 
phecy respecting him. He now wishes to 
know what should befall his friend and 
colleague, — ‘‘ giving him a return (for his 
similar service in ch. xiii. 23 just referred 
to), and, in the idea that he too might 
be desirous to ask about himself, but might 
lack the courage, Peter took up the 
enquiry.” Chrysostom. This was not 
mere ^le curiosity, but that longing which 
we all feel for our friends. Is he not to 
follow Me too ? is he not to go the same 
way of death with us ? ” Euthymius. 

22.] The words what is' that to theet 
imply a rebuke ; — not perhaps however so 
sharp a one as has been sometimes seen in 
them. They remind Peter of the distinct- 
ness of each man’s position and duty before 
the Lord ; and the subsequent command. 



19 -^ 25 . 


ST. JOHN. 


643 


went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that 
disciple % should not die : yet Jesus said not unto him, 

^ He shall not die ; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee ? ^ This is the disciple which testi- 

fieth of these things, and wrote these things: and ^ we 
know that his testimony is true. ^^And there are also qch.xx.so. 
many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 

S render, was not to die. ^ render, that he was not to die. 

i render, MoreoYor there are. 


follow thou Me, directs liis view along 
that course of duty and suflering, which 
was appointed for him by his divine Master. 
In the original, both thou and Me are in 
emphatic j)ositions : His appointed lot 
is no element in thy onward course : it is 
Me that thou must follow.” On the 

words, if I will that he tarry till I come 
. . . ., three opinions have been held (for 
that which refers the words to Jolm^s 
remaining where he then was, on the shore, 
till the Lord returned from His colloquy 
with Peter, is not worth more than cursory 
mention) ; (1) that of Augustine and 
others (it being allowed on all hands, that 
to tarry means to remain in this life : see 
abideth {the same word in the original), 
ch. xii. 3i, * If I will that he remain till 
I fetch him,’ i. e. by a natural death. 
But this is frigid, and besides inapplicable 
here. Peter’s death, although by the hands 
of another, was just as much the Lord’s 
‘ coming for him* as John’s, and there 
would thus be no contrast. (2) That 
that ^coming of the Lord’ is meant, 
which is so often in the three Gospels 
alluded to (see especially notes on Matt, 
xxiv.), viz. the establishment in full of the 
dispensation of the Kingdom by the de- 
struction of the nation and temple of the 
Jews. This is the view of some mentioned 
by Theophylact. of Bengel, and others, — 
and is upheld by the similar place, Matt, 
xvi. 28. (3) That the Lord here puts a 

case only, — ‘ Even should I will that he re- 
main upon earth till My last coming — 
what would that be to thee?’ This view 
is upheld by Trench; but I think must 
be rejected on maturer consideration of 
the character of the words of our Lord, 
in whose mouth such a mere hypothetical 
saying would be strangely incongruous, 
especially in these last solemn days of 
His presence on earth. The second 

view seems then to remain, and I adopt 
it with some qualification. At the de- 
struction of Jerusalem began that mighty 
series of events of which the Apocalypse 
is the prophetic record, and which is in 


the complex known as the ^coming or 
THE Lord,’ ending, as it shall, with His 
glorious and personal Advent. This the 
beloved Apostle alone lived to see, ac- 
cording to ancient and undoubted tradi- 
tion. 23.] the brethren is an ex- 

pression of later date than any usually oc- 
curring in the Gospels. It is however 
frequent in the Acts : e. g. ix. 30 : xi. 1, 
12: xii. 17: XV. 1, &c. The following 
words are to me a proof that this chapter 
was written during St. John’s lifetime. If 
written by another person after St. John’s 
death, we should certainly, in the refuta- 
tion of this error, have read, that St. John 
was dead and buried, as we do read of 
David ill Acts ii. 29. This notion of 
St. John’s not having died, was prevalent in 
the early Church, — so that Augustine him- 
self seems almost to credit the story of the 
earth of St. John’s tomb heaving with his 
breath. ' The English sect of the “ seek- 
ers,” under Cromwell, expected the re- 
appearance of the Apostle as the forerunner 
of the coming of Christ.’ Tholuck. The 
simple recapitulation of the words of the 
Ijord shews that their sense remained dark 
to the writer, who ventured on no ex- 
planation of them ; merely setting his own 
side of the apostolic duty over against 
that of Peter, who probably had already 
by following his Master through the Cross, 
glorified God, whereas the beloved disciple 
was, whatever that meant, to tarry till 
He came. 

24, 26.] Identification of the Au- 
thor, AND conclusion. See remarks 
below. 24.] The words these things 
certainly refer to the whole Gospel, not 
merely to the Appendix — and are quite in 
St. John’s style ; — see ch. xii. 41 ; xx. 31. 

26.] The purpose of this verse 
seems to be to assert and vindicate the 
fragmentary character of the Gospel, con- 
sidered merely as a historical narrative ; 
— for that the doings of the Lord were so 
many, — His life so rich in matter of re- 
cord, — that, in a popular hyperbole, we can 
hardly imagine the world containing them 
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r Arno* Tii. 10. should bo Written every one, ** I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that should be 
written. Amen.] 

^ omit. 


nil, if singly written down; thus setting 
forth the superfluity and cumbrousness of 
any thing like a perfect detail, in the 
strongest terms, — and in terms which cer- 
tainly look as if fault had been found with 
this Gospel for want of completeness, by 
some objectors. 

The reader will have perceived in the 
foregoing comment on the chapter a mani- 
fest leaning to the belief that it was written 
by St. John himself. Of this I am fully 
convinced. In every part of it, his hand is 
plain and unmistakeable : in every part of 
it, his character and spirit is manifested in 
a way which none but the most biassed can 
fail to recognize. 1 believe it to have been 
added by him, some years probably after the 
completion of the Gospel ; partly perhaps to 
record the important miracle of the second 
draught of fishes, so full of spiritual in- 
struction, and the interesting account of 
the sayings of the Lord to Peter ; — but 
principally to meet the error which was 
becoming prevalent concerning himself. 
In order to do this, lie gives a complete 
account, with all minute details, — even to 
the number of the fish caught,— of the cir- 
cumstances preceding the conversation, — 
and the very words of the Lord Himself : 
not pretending to put a meaning on those 
words, but merely asserting that they an- 
nounced no such thing as that he should 
not die. Surely nothing can be more na- 


tural than this. External evidence com- 
pletely tallies with this view. The chapter 
is contained in all the principal MSS. ; 
and there is no greater variety of reading 
than usual. In these respects it differs 
remarkably from John vii. 53— viii. 11, 
and indeed from even Mark xvi. 9 — 20. 
Internal evidence of style and diction is 
nearly balanced. It certainly contains 
several words and constructions not met 
with elsewhere in John (see these noticed in 
my Greek Test.) ; but, on the other hand, 
the whole cast of it is his ; — the coupling 
particles are his ; — the train of thought, and 
manner of narration. And aU allowance 
should be made for the double alteration 
of style of writing which would be likely 
to be brought about, by lapse of time, 
and by the very nature of an appendix, — 
a fragment, — not forming part of a whole 
written continuously, but standing by it- 
self. The last two verses, from their con- 
tents, we might expect to have more of 
the epistolary form ; and accordingly we 
And them singularly in style resembling 
the Ejiistles of John. 

On the whole, I am persuaded that in 
this chapter we have a fragment, both 
authentic and genuiney added, for reasons 
apparent on the face of it, by the Apostle 
himself y bearing evidence of his hand, but 
in a ‘ second manner,* — a later style ; — pro- 
bably in the decline of life. 
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I. 1 The former treatise have I made, 0 ^ Theophilus, of » 
all that Jesus began both to do and teach, ^ ^ until the 
day in which he was taken up, after that he ^ through the j^Tim. iii. 
Holy Ghost ®had given commandments unto the apostles ® 

XTi. 15. John xx. 21. ch. x. 41, 42. 

®’ hetteTy in order to preserve the ambiguity in the original {see note)y had 

given eommandments to the Apostles whom he had chosen through 
the Holy Ghost. 


On the title, see Introduction. 1 — 3.] 

iNTRODtJOTioN. 1. The former trea- 
tise . . . .] The latter member of this sen- 
tence, but the present one .... is wanting, 
and the Author proceeds at once to his 
narration, binding this second history to 
the first by recapitulating and enlarging 
the account given in the conclusion of the 
Gospel. of all that Jesus . . . .] What- 
ever latitude may be given to the word all, 
it must at all events serve to refute the 
notion that St. Luke had at this time seen 
the Gospels of Matthew or Mark, in which 
many things which Jesus did and taught 
are contained, which he had not related in 
his former treatise. On Theophilus, see 
notes, Luke i. 3. that Jesus began 
both to do and teach] 1 cannot think 
began here to be merely superfluous. Its 
position here shews Giat it is emphatic^ and 
the parallel cases (Matt. iv. 17 ; Mark i. 45: 
Luke xiii. 25 ; xxiii. 5) all point to a dis- 
tinct and appropriate meaning for the 
word. That meaning here seems to be, 
that the Gospel contained the beginningSy 
the ouisety of all the doings and teachings 
of our Lord, as distinguished from this 
second treatise, which was to relate their 
sequel and results. Meyer understands it — 
which Jesus jUrat of all men did, &c. But 
VOL. I. 


this introduces a meaning irrelevant to the 
context, besides not giving the emphasis to 
the word began, which it must have by 
the arrangement of the original, but to the 
word Jesus. The position of emphasis 
given to the verb shews, that the beginning 
of the doing and teaching of Jesus must 
be contrasted with the continuance of the 
same, now about to be related. 2. he 

was taken up] The use of the verb in this 
abbreviated form, without the additi on of 
**into heaven’* testifies to the familiarity 
of the apostolic church with the Ascension 
as a formal and recognized event in our 
Lord^s course. had given com- 

mandments unto the apostles] See Luke 
xxiv. 48 ff., and ver. 4 below. 

The words through the Holy Ghost may, 
in the original, be joined either with 
had given commandments, or with had 
chosen. There are ancient authorities 
both ways. In the former case, our Lord 
is said to have given His commands to the 
Apostles through, or in the power of, the 
Holy Ghost. Similarly He is said, Heb. 
ix. 14, through the Eternal Spirit to 
have offered Himself without spot to God.” 
In the latter. He is said to have chosen 
the Apostles by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. Similarly, in ch. xx. Paul tells 
U u 
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dM»rkxTi,i 4 . whom he had chosen : 8 ^to whom also he shewed himself 

Luke xxlv. 

alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 
icoriv.s. seen of them forty days, and speaking of the thing^i per- 
e Luke xxlv. taining to the kingdom of God : ^ ® and, being assembled 
f Luke xxlv. together with them, commanded them that they should 
27'^’xJ'26: depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 

iLdi: the Father, ^which[, ^ saith he,] ye have heard of me. 

' B g c jpQf* John truly baptized with water ; ^ but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
i^Matt!xxiv. 8. 6 d WJicn they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
Amo 8 ''ix.n: saying, ' Lord, wilt thou at this time ^ restore again the 

^ not expressed in the original. ® render, LecaUSC. 

^ render, They therefore came together and asked liim. 


the Ephesian elders, that the Holy Ghost 
had made them bishops in the Church of 
God. The former construction however 
appears much the best, as expressing not, 
as might at first seem, a mere common- 
place, but the propriety of the fact,— that 
His last commands were given in the 
power of (see John xx. 22) the Holy 
Ghost. 3. hy infallible proofs] See 

Luke xxiv. 31, 39, 4>3. being seen 

of them forty days] It is hardly possible 
to give in English the exact force of the 
original, which implies that He was oc- 
casionally seen by them during a period 
of forty days. “He was not always 
with them as before the Resurrection,*’ 
says Chrysostom : for the “Evangelist 
does not say He was seen for forty 
days, but \^at times'] during forty days/* 
This is the only place where tlie dura- 
tion of the interval between the Re- 
surrection and the Ascension is specified. 

the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God] What things these were, we 
are not told. Certainly, not future events 
in their detail, — as the next portion of the 
narrative shews us. I should rather be- 
lieve them to have concerned the future 
founding and government of the Church : 
though even here the greatest Apostles wore 
apparently left to the unfolding of the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit as years went on. 

4—14.] The last discourses and 

ASCENSION OF THE LoUD. RETURN OF 

THE Apostles to Jerusalem; reca- 
pitulation OF their names. 4. 

being assembled together with them] so 
the original word imiK)rts, not eating 
together with them,** which marginal read- 
ing of the A. V. originated in a mistake as 
to the etymology of the word. that 

they should not depart from Jemsalem] 
See Luke xxiv. 49. “They are com- 


manded to remain together, because they 
were all to be endowed with one Spirit. If 
they had been dispersed, the unity of the 
Church would have been less manifestly 
known.” Calvin. The ancient idea, 

that our Lord commanded the Apostles 
to remain at Jerusalem for twelve years 
after the Ascension, is suftieiently refuted 
by His own words here, and by the subse- 
quent history : compare ch. viii. Ac. That, 
in the main, they confined themselves to 
circuits in Palestine for some years, appears 
to be true; but surely would not be in 
compliance with such a command, 
the promise of the Father] See note on 
Luke xxiv. 49. 6.] The Lord cites 

these words from the mouth of John 
himself, Luke iii. 16 and parallels ; — and 
thus announces to them that, as John’s 
mission was accomplished in baptizing with 
water, so now the great end of His own 
mission, the Baptism with the Holy Ghost, 
was on the point of being accomplished. 
Calvin remarks, that He speaks of the 
Pentecostal effusion as being the Baptism 
with the Holy Ghost, because it was a 
great representation, on the whole Church, 
of the subsequent continued work of rege- 
neration on individuals: and was as it 
were a common baptism of the whole 
Church. I may add, also because it was 
the beginning of a new period of spiritual 
influence, totally unlike any which had 
preceded. See on ch. ii. 17. not many 
days hence] literally, after these not many 
days. This expression serves to bind on 
the time which should elapse to the day 
then current ; as we say, ‘ one of these 
days.’ Bengel observes, that the time was 
not precisely defined, for a trial of their 
faith. 6.] This coming ^ether does 
not belong to another assembling, different 
from the former ; but take^, up again the 



3 - 8 . 


THE ACTS. 


647 


kingdom to Israel ? 7 e he said unto them, ' It is not iMatt.niv. 
for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father ^ i 
hatk^put in his own power, ye shall receive nLSklVxit. 

power, ° §r after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you : and « 

® ye shall be ^ witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in m.' oh. irk 
® render, But. 

render, authority. It is not the same word as that rendered pOWer in 
the next verse. 

^ render, Howbeit. 

9 render, by the Holy Ghost coming upon you. 

^ better literally, my witlieSSCS. 


assembling^' of ver. 4. Lord, wilt 

thou restore] literally, dost thou restore ? 
The stress of the question is in the words, 
wliicli in the original are prefixed for em- 
phasis, at this time. That the Kingdom 
was, in some sense, and at some time, to be 
restored to Israel, was plain ; nor does the 
liord deny this implication (see on ver. 8). 
Their fault was, a too curious enquiry on a 
point reserved among the secrets of (lod. 
Lightfoot^s idea, that the disciples won- 
dered at the Kingdom being about to he 
restored to the ungrateful Jews, at this 
time, now that they had crucified Him, &c., 
would make our Lord’s answer irrelevant. — 
See Micah iv. 8. — Meyer would refer at, 
or in this time, to the interval designated 
by not many days hence," ** during this 
time;” ** wilt thou, during this time, re- 
store ? ” But this does not seem natural. I 
should rather understand it, at this present 
period, — now. Thepresent tense, dost thou 
restore (see alxive), is often used in speak- 
ing with reference to matters of prophecy, 
importing fixed determination. So that 
we must not understand it, “ Art thou 
restoring?” but **wUt," or dost thou 
restore ?” 7.] This is a general re- 

proof and assertion, spoken with reference 
to men, as forbidden to search curiously 
into a point which Omniscience has re- 
served — the times and seasons of the future 
divine dealings. But it is remarkable 
that not Qod" but the Father is here 
used; and this cannot fail to remind us 
of that saying (Mark xiii. 32), “But of 
that day or hour knoweth none, no not 
an angei in heaven, (so in our oldest MSS.,) 
nor even the Son, hut the Father.” It 
may be observed however, that the same 
assertion is not made here : only the times 
and seasons said to be in the power of the 
Almighty Father, Who ordereth all things 
according to the counsel of His will." 
The Knowledge of the ^on is not here in 
question, only that of the disciples. It is 
an enquiry idtimately connected with the 


interpretation of the two passages, but 
one beyond our power to resolve, how far, 
among the things not yet put under His 
feet, may be this very thing, the knowledge 
of that day and hour. — Bengel attempts 
to evade the generality of the assertion 
It is not for you to know .... “It was 
not yet for the Apo.stles to know these,” 
be says; “but they were afterwards sig- 
nified by the Apocalypse.” But signified 
to whom ? What individual, or portion of 
the Church, has ever read plainly these 
times or seasons in that mysterious book ? 
— There is truth in Olshausen’s remark, 
1 hat the Apostles were to be less prophets 
of the future, than witnesses of the past ; 
but we must not limit the word you to the 
Apostles, nor forget that the knowledge 
of times and seasons has very seldom been 
imparted by prophecy, which generally 
has formed a testimony to this very fact, 
that God has them in His foreknowledge, 
and, while He announces the events, con- 
ceals for the most part in obscurity the 
times. times or seasons] The two do 
not signify the same thing : times being 
the wider term, applicable to any kind of 
portion or j)oint of duration, whereas a 
season is always a definite, limited space 
of time, and involves the idea of transitori- 
ness. 8 .] “As the best means of 

bridling their curiosity, Christ recalls them 
both to God’s promise and to His com- 
mand.” Calvin. Howbeit “marks 

the contrast between that w'hich did be- 
long to the disciples and that which did not : 
as also between that which w^ns to happen 
at that time, and that which was reserved 
for the future.” Bengel. ye shall 

receive power] that power, especially, 
spoken of ch. iv. 33, connected with their 
office of witnessing to the resurrection ; 
but also all other spiritual power. See 
Luke xxiv. 49. ye shall be my wit- 
nesses] So they say of themselves, ch. t. 
32, “ TFe are His witnesses of these things." 
This was the peculiar work of the Apostles, 
r 3 
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iiU Judtea, and in Samana, and unto the uttermost part of 
qJer“'. the earth. ® rAnd when he had spoken these things, 

t Matt, xivili. ,..,i i •/t'*' -i 

JVi.^^Luke while they beheld, ^ he was ^ taken up ; and a cloud 
jJhnxx.i 2 . received him out of their sight. And while they looked 
" ' stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men 

^ wWixiv*' stood by them ^ in white apparel ; which also said, ® Ye 
j uklCi 27 Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this 

i‘Th”e8^B.V* same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
2ThM9A.‘io. ^ shall so come in like manner as ye ^ have seen him qo into 
heaven. i^“Then returned they unto Jerusalem from 

i render^ lifted up. It is not the same word as in ver. 2. 

^ rendery beheld him going. 


8ee on verses 21, 22, and Introduction, 
cli. i. § 3, paragraph 5. both in Je- 
rusalem ] By the extension of tlicir 

testimony, from Jerusalem to Samaria, 
and then indefinitely over the world. 
He reproves, hy implication, their car- 
nal anticipation of the restoration of tlie 
Kingdom to Israel thus understood. The 
Kingdom was to be one founded on testi- 
mony^ and therefore reigning in the con- 
victions of men’s hearts ; and not confined 
to Judaea, but coextensive with the world. — 
The Apostles understood this command only 
of Jews scattered through the world, see 
ch. xi. 19. — He Wette observes, that these 
words contain the whole plan of the Acts : 
Ye shall receive power by the Holy 
Ghost coming upon you, ch. ii. 1 to end ; 
the witnesses in Jerusalem, ch. iii. 1 — vi. 
7 ; then the martyrdom of Stephen dis- 
persed them through Judcea, vi. 8 — viii. 3 ; 
they preach in Samariay viii. 4 — 40; and, 
from that point, the conversion of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, the vision of 
l*eter, the preaching and journeys of Haul. 
In their former mission. Matt. x. 5, 6, 
they had been expressly forbidden from 
preaching either to Samaritans or Gentiles. 

9.] This appears (see Introduction, 
ch. iv. § 4, paragraph 2) to be an account 
of the Ascension furnished to St. Luke 
subsequently to the publication of his 
Gospel, more particular in detail than 
that found in it. He has not repeated 
here details found there ; see Luke xxiv. 
60 — 62. On the Ascension in general, see 
note on Luke, as above. be was 

lifted up^ We may understand this of the 
commencing ascent, when He was first 
lifted from the ground where they were 
standing: the next clause, a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight, describes 
the close of the scene, as far as it was 
visible to the spectators. There was 


a manifest propriety in the last with- 
drawal of the Lord, wdiile ascending, 
not consisting in a disappearance of His 
Body, as on former occasions since the 
Resurrection ; for thus might His abiding 
Humanity have been called in question. 
As it was, He went up, past the visible 
boundary of Heaven, the cloud, — in human 
form, and so we think of and pray to Him. 

10.] as he went (or was going) up, 
not when He had gone up : ” implying 
that the cloud remained visible for some 
time, probably ascending with Him. 
two men] These were evidently angels. 
See Luke xxiv. 4 : John xx. 12. 11.] 

which (not only appeared but) also said. 
There is a propriety in the address, Ye 
men of Galilee. It served to remind 
them of their origin, their call to be 
His disciples, and the duty of obedience 
to Him resting on them in consequence. 

in like manner as; —to be taken 
literally ; as you beheld Him going, so 
shall He be seen coming : in the same 
Imman form, and in the clouds of heaven, 
Luke xxi. 27. His cor{)oreal identity is 
implied in the words, this same Jesus. 
“ Notice, it is not said that they who saw 
Him ascending should also see Him come 
again. Between the Ascension and the 
glorious Advent no event is interposed 
which can be put in comparison with 
either of them ; and in consequence these 
two are placed together. It was then with 
reason that the Apostles, before the giving 
of the Apocalypse, looked to the day of 
Christ as very near. And it is agreeable 
to the Majesty of Christ, that He should 
be expected without intermission during 
the whole interval between the Ascension 
and His Advent.” Bengel. 12.] In 

so careful a wRter (see Luke i. 3), there 
must be some reason why this minute 
specification of distance should be here in- 
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the mount called ^Olivet, which is ^from Jerusalem a 
sahhath dai/s journey, when they were come in, 

“ tlmjk went up ^ into an upper room, lohere abode both ^ Peter, 87.89; 
and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son] of Alphaeus, 
and ^ Simon Zelotes, and ^ Judas [^the brother] of James. 

These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup- bch.ii.i.4o. 

1 literally here, olive yard. 

^ render, nigh unto Jerusalem, being a sabbath day’s journey. 

“ reTider, they went up into the upper chamber where they were 
sojourning; [namely]. 


® not exjyressed in the original, 

serted, when no such a])pe€ars in the Gospel. 
And I believe this will be found, by com- 
bining the hint dropped by Chrysostom, — 
“ It seems to me that these things must 
have happened on a Sabbath : for the 
Evangelist would not have thus stated the 
distance . . . except they had had their jour- 
ney limited by its being the Sabbath day,’’ 
— with the declaration in the Gospel (xxiv. 
50) that he led them out as far as to 
Bethany. This latter was (John xi. 18) 
fifteen stadia from Jerusalem, which is 
more than twice the Sabbath day’s jour- 
ney (2000 cubits =: about six furlongs). 
Now if the Ascension ha})pened on the 
Sabbath, it is very possible that oflence 
may have arisen at the statement in the 
Gospel : and that therefore the Evan- 
gelist gave here the more exact notice, 
that the sj)ot, although forming part of 
the district of Bethany, was yet on that 
part of the Mount of Olives which fdl 
within the limits of the Sabbath day’s 
journey. This of course must be a mere 
conjecture ; but it will not be impugned 
by the fact of the Ascension being kept by 
the Church in after ages on a Thursday. 
This formed no hindrance to Chrysostom 
in making the above supposition : although 
the festival was certainly observed in his 
time. Forty days from the Resurrection 
is an expression which would suit as w'ell 
the Saturday of the seventh week as the 
Thursday. — The distance of the Mount 
of Olives from Jerusalem is stated by 
Josephus at five stadia, in one pas- 
sage, — at six stadia, in another ; different 
points being taken as the limit. The 
present church of the Ascension rather 
exceeds the distance of six stadia from the 
city. 13. when they were come in] 

viz. * into the city.’ the upper 

chamber] The idea "that this was a cham- 
ber in the Temple has originated in low 
literal-harmoiTistic views, St. Luke having 


stated (Luke xxiv. 53) that they were 
^^continually in the temple.** As if such 
an expression could be literally under- 
stood, or taken to mean more than that 
they were there at all a})pointed times (see 
ch. iii. 1). It is in the highest degree im- 
probable that the disciples w'ould be found 
assembled in any public place at this time. 
The upper chamber was perhaps that in 
which the last Supper had been taken ; pro- 
bably that in which they had been since 
then assembled (John xx. 19, 26), but cer- 
tainly one in a private house. Lightfoot 
shews that it was the practice of the Jews 
to retire into a large chamber under the 
flat roof for purposes of deliberation or 
prayer. Ejuphanius relates that “when 
Hadrian came to Jerusalem, he found the 
whole city levelled with the ground, and 
the temple of God trodden down, with the 
exception of a few houses, and the church 
of God, which was but small, where the 
disciples, on their return, after the Saviour 
had been received up from the Mount of 
Olives, went up into the upper chamber. 
For there it was built, that is, in the 
region Zion; which survived the desola- 
tion .... even to the time of Bishop 
Maximus, and the Emperor Constantine : 
like a cottage in a vineyard, as it is 
written.” And Nicephorus says that the 
Empress Helena enclosed in her larger 
church the room where took place the 
descent of the Holy Spirit in the upper 
chamber. where they were sojourn- 

ing] not to be taken, as in A.V. * where 
abode both Peter,* &c. ; which gives the 
idea that Peter, &c. were already in the 
chamber, and the rest joined them there : — • 
but, on entering the city, they went up 
into the upper chamber, where they 
(usually) sojourned (not ‘ dwelt :* they did 
not all dwell in one house; see John xix. 
27, note), namely, Peter, &c.— On the 
catalogue of the Apostles, see Matt. x. 2, 
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cLuiceiiiii. plication, with ' the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 

49, 55 ; xxiy. * 

dMatt.xiii.66. and [P xoitli] ^ his brethren. 

IS And in those da5^8 Peter stood up in the midst of the 
eRev.iii.4. ^ disciples, and said, (the number ® of names together were 
f pb xu 0 about an hundred and twenty,) ^ Men and brethren, this 

K LukS scripture must needs have been fulfilled, ^ which the Holy 

hSltt xI Hhost by the mouth of David spake before concerning 
Judas, ^ which was guide to them that took Jesus. ^7 ^For 
Sx.ai^ifxi. ^‘he was numbered with us, and had obtained ^part of 
Hhis ministry. k purchased a field with 

P omil. ^ read, brethren. 

^ letter render, for persjpicuity^s sake, simply, Brethren. The original is 


“ Men [who arc] brethren.*^ 

® render. Because. 

^ letter literally, the lot. The word 

note. 14. with the women] viz. those 
spoken of by St. Luke himself, Luke viii. 
2, 3, — where, besides those named, he 
mentions many others. Some have pro- 
posed to render the phrase **with their 
wives : ” but many of these were certainly 
not wives of the Apostles ; and that those 
women who were ‘ last at the Cross and 
earliest at the tomb ^ should not have been 
assembled with the company now, is very 
improbable. and Mary the mother 

of Jesus] The and gives eminence to one 
among those previously mentioned. This 
is the last mention of her in the N. T. 
The traditions, which describe her as (1) 
dying at the age of tifty-nine, in the lifth 
year of Claudius, or (2) accompanying 8t. 
John to Ephesus, and being buried there, 
are untrustworthy. Other accounts, with 
the authorities, may be seen in Sutler’s 
Lives of the Saints, Aug. 15. The fable of 
the Assumption has no foundation even in 
tradition. and his brethren] This 
clearly shews, as does Johnvii. 5 compared 
with vi. 67, 70, that none of the Irethren 
of our Lord were of the number of the 
Twelve. When they were converted, is 
quite uncertain. See the whole subject 
discussed in note on Matt. xiii. 65, and in 
the Introduction to the Epistle of James. 

16 — 26.] Election of a twelfth 
Apostle to fill the room of Judas 
Iscariot. 16. in those days] In the 
days between the Ascension and Pentecost : 
during which it api>ears that the number of 
the assembly had increased, not probably 
by fresh conversions, but by the gathering 
round the Apostles of those who had pre- 
viously been disciples. the number of 
names] that is, of persons ; but the term 


is the same as that so rendered in ver. 26. 

would hardly be used except where the 
number is small. See llev. iii. 4, and note. 

an hundred and twenty] De 
Wette asks, ‘ where were the 500 brethren 
of I Cor. XV. 6 ?’ We surely may answer, 
‘not in Jerusalem.^ 16.] We may 

emjuire, by what change in mind and 
power Peter was able, before the descent of 
the Spirit, thus authoritatively to speak of 
Scripture and the divine purposes? The 
answer will be found in the peculiar gift of 
the Spirit to the Apostles, John xx. 21, 23 ; 
where see note. — The pre-eminency of 
Peter here is the commencement of the 
lulfilmcnt of Matt. xvi. 18, 19 (see note 
there). 17.] Because gives the 

reason of the previous assertion, viz. that 
Judas held, and had betrayed, that place 
of high trust of which tlie prophecy spoke. 
Thus it has reference to the substance of 
the prophecy, already in Peter^s mind, and 
serves to explain the words “Am habita- 
tion f and “ his bishoprickf^ which occur 
in the prophecy. had obtained the 
lot] not literally, but inasmuch as the lot 
of every man is regarded as being cast and 
appointed by God. 18 .] This verse 
cannot be regarded as inserted by St. 
Luke; for, 1. the place of its insertion 
would be most unnatural for a historical 
notice ; 2. the form of its introduction in 
the original forbids the supposition ; 3. the 
whole style of the verse is rhetorical, and 
not narrative, e. g. “ this man,'* “ the re- 
ward of iniquity.** — The statement, that 
he bought afield, does not appear to agree 
with the account in Matt, xxvii. 6 — 8; 
nor, consistently with common honesty, 
can they be reconciled, unless we knew 
inore of the facts than we d(A If we com- 
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Uhe reward of '^iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst i Matt.^xxvK 
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out, 
and it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem ; 

^ render, his iniquity. 


pare the two, that of St. Matthew is the 
more particular, and more likely to give 
rise to this one, . as a general inference 
from the buying of the field, than vice 
versd. Whether Judas, as Bengel sup- 
poses, began the purchase, and so gave 
occasion for its being completed, by the 
Chief Priests, we cannot say ; such a thing 
is of course possible, but is certainly not 
contemplated by St. Matthew’s account, 
where the priests settle to buy the field, 
on deliberation, what they should do with 
the money. At all events we hence clearly 
see that St. Imke could not have been 
acquainted with the Qospel of St. Maithew 
at this time, or surely this apparent dis- 
crepancy would not have been found. 
The various attempts to reconcile the two 
narratives, which may be seen in most of 
our English commentaries, are among the 
saddest examples of the shifts to which 
otherwise high-minded men are driven by 
an unworthy system. A notable example 
occurs in a solution lately {)roposed, that 
as the Jews are said to have crucified 
our Lord when they were only the occa- 
sion of his being crucified, so Judas may be 
said to have bought the field when he only 
gave occasion to its being bought by the 
Chief Priests. I need hardly say to any 
intelligent and ingenuous reader, that this 
is entirely precluded here by the words 
with the reward of his iniquity, which 
plainly bind on the purchase to Judas 
as his personal act. and falling 

headlong] The connexion of this with 
the former clause would seem to point to 
the death of Judas having taken place 
in the field which he bought. See also 
ver. 19. falling headlong will hardly 
bear the meaning assigned to it by those 
who wish to harmonize the two accounts, 
— viz. that, having hanged himself, he fell 
by the breaking of the rope. It would 
rather point, as the word used is ex- 
plained, to a sudden fall forward on the 
face by a stroke from God, or by an acci- 
dent. Nor again is it at all probable that 
the Apostle would recount what was a 
mere accident accompanying his death, 
when that death itself was the accursed one 
of hanging. What then are we to decide 
respecting the two accounts ? That there 
should have been a double account actually 
current of the death of Judas at this 
early period ds in the highest degree 


probable, and will only be assumed by 
those who take a very low view of the 
accuracy of the Evangelists. Dismissing 
then this solution, let us compare the 
accounts themselves. In this case, that in 
Matt, xxvii. is general, — ours particular. 
That depends entirely on the exact sense 
to be assigned to the word which we 
render hanged himself:^* whereas this 
distinctly assigns the manner of his death, 
without stating any cause for the falling on 
his face. It is obvious that, while the 
general term used by Matthew points 
mainly at self-murder, the account given 
here does not preclude the catastrophe 
related having happened, in some way, as a 
divine judgment, during the suicidal at- 
tempt. Further than this, with our pre- 
sent knowledge, we cannot go. An accurate 
acquaintance with the actual circumstances 
would account for the discrepancy, but 
nothing else. — Another kind of death is 
assigned to Judas by QCcumenius, quoting 
from Papias : “ Papias, the disciple of the 
Apostle John, relates, that Judas, as he 
walked about, was a great example of God’s 
judgments on impiety in this world ; for 
that he swelled up to a fearful size, and 
once on attempting to pass through (a 
gateway) at the same time with a waggon 
which left ample space, he was crushed by 
the waggon, so that his bowels gushed 
out.” This tradition may be in accordance 
with, and may have arisen from an ex- 
aggerated amplification of, our text. See 
more in the note in my Greek Test, 
he burst asunder *. the word implies burst- 
ing with a noise. It is quite possible that 
this catastrophe happening in the field, 
as our narrative implies, may have sug- 
gested its employment as a burial-place 
for strangers, as being defiled. 19 .] 

It is principally from this verse that it has 
been inferr^ that the two verses 18, 19 are 
inserted by St. Luke. But it is impossible 
to separate it from ver. 18; and I am 
disposed to regard both as belonging to 
Peter’s speech, but freely given by St. 
Luke, inserting into the speech itself the 
explanations, in their proper tongue,"* 
and that is to say, the field of blood f as 
if the speech had been spoken in Greek 
originally. This is much more natural, 
than to jmrenthesize these clauses ; it is, in 
fact, what must be more or loss done by all 
who report in a language different from 
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msomucli as that field is called in their proper tongue 
Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood, Yot it is 
u Pi. ]xix. 26. written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitati<^ be 
n Pi. oix. 8. desolate, and let no man dwell therein : and, “ His 
bishoprick let another take. Wherefore of these men 
which have companied with us all the time that the Lord 
0 Mark 1.1. Jesus wcut in and out among us, ° beginning from the 
pver.Q. baptism of John, unto that same day that ^he was taken 
q John XV. 27 . up from us, must one ^ be ordained ^to he a witness with us 
iv. 8 s. Yds resurrection. 23 they appointed two, Joseph 

* the original has merely^ become a witness. 


that actually used by the speaker. The 
words and idioms of a mother tongue con- 
tain allusions and national peculiarities 
which never could have been in tlie mind 
of one speaking in a different language; 
but the ear tolerates these, or easily sepa- 
rates them, if critically exercised. it 

was known . . . .] See Luke xxiv. 18. 

The field of blood] In Matt, xxvii. 8, the 
name ‘the field of blood ^ is referred to 
the fact of its having been bought with the 
price of hlood : here, to the fact of Judas 
having there met with a signal and bloody 
death. On the whole, I believe the result 
to which I have above inclined will be found 
the best to suit the phauomeiia of the two 
passages, — viz. that, with regard to the 
purchase of the field, the more circum- 
stantial account in Matthew is to be 
adopted ; with regard to the death of Judas, 
the more circumstantial account of Luke. 
The clue which joins these has been lost to 
us : and in this, only those will find any 
stumbling-block, whose faith in the veracity 
of the Evangelists is very weak indeed. 

The field originally belonged to a 
potter, and was probably a piece of land 
which had been exhausted of its clay fit for 
his purposes, and so was useless. Jerome 
relates that it was still shewn on the South 
side of Mount Sion, in which neighbour- 
nood there is even now a bed of white clay. 

20.] For, the connexion being, ‘ all 
this happened and became known,’ &c., * in 
accordance with the prophecy,’ &c. Ps. 
Ixix. is eminently a Messianic psalm, — 
spoken in the first place of David and his 
kingdom and its enemies, and so, according 
to the universal canon of Old Testament 
interpretation, of Him in whom that king- 
dom found its true fulfilment, and of His 
enemies. And Judas being the first and 
most notable of th^, the Apostle applies 
eminently to him the words which in the 
Psalm are spoken in the plural of all such 
enemies. The same is true of Ps. cix., and 


there one adversary is even more pointedly 
marked out. See also Ps. Iv. bishop- 
rick] not necessarily such, in technical 
accuracy : the woi*d may signify any 
overseership, office, or charge. Hut, con- 
sidering the usage of the word and its 
cognates, in this and the following books 
of the N. T., and in the church, 1 regard it 
as best to keep every where the literal 
rendering, leaving each passage to explain 
itself. 21.] Wherefore, since all this 
has happened to Judas, and since it is the 
divine will that another should take the 
charge which was his. all the time] 

This definition of the necessary qualifica- 
tion of an apostle exactly agrees with our 
Lord’s saying in John xv. 27: And ye 
also are witnesses, because ye have been 
with me from the beginning.” Ree Intro- 
duction, ch. i., § 3, paragraph 5. 22.] 

the baptism of John is mentioned as a 
well-known date, including of course the 
opening event of our Lord’s ministry. His 
own baptism by John. That John con- 
tinued to baptize for some time after that, 
can be no possible objection to the assign- 
ment of ‘ John’s baptism’ generally, as the 
date of the commencement of the apostolic 
testimony. We may notice, that from this 
point, the baptism of John, the testimony 
of the Evangelists themselves in their 
Gospels properly begins. Matt. iii. I, Mark 
i. I, Luke iii. I, John i. 6. a witness 
.... of his resurrection] This one event 
was the passage-point between the Lord’s 
life of humiliation and His life of glory, — 
the completion of His work below and be- 
ginning of His work above. And to ‘ give 
witness with power’ of the Resurrection 
(ch. iv. 33), would be to discourse of it as 
being all this : in order to which, the whole 
ministry of Jesus must be within the cycle 
of the Apostle’s experience. — It is remark- 
able that Peter here lays down experience 
of matters of fact, not eminence in any 
subjective grace or quality; as the con- 
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called ^ Barsabas, wbo was surnamed Justus, and Matthias, rch.xv.82. 

And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, ® which knowest » 
the hearts of all men ; 7 shew whether of these two thou hast 
chosen, 25 ^part of this ministry and 'Tu’io/^ch. 

apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that ^ 
he might go to his own place. 20 they ^ gave forth 

y render, appoint one of these two, him whom thou hast chosen. 
* read, the place. 

®’ the original has merely, passed away. 

^ read and render, cast lots for them. 


dition of Apostlesliip. Still, the testimony 
was not to be mere ordinary allegation of 
matters of fact : any who had seen the 
Lord since His resurrection were equal 
to this ; — but belonged to a distinct office 
(see John xiv. 26 : also ch. v. 31, note), 
requiring the especial selection and grace 
of God. 23. they appointed] they, 

viz. the whole company , to whom the words 
had been spoken ; not the eleven Apostles. 

Joseph . . . .] The names Joseph and 
Jose«, ditierent forms of the same, are 
confused in the MSS., both here and in ch. 
iv. 36. But Barsabas and Barnabas are 
not to be confounded : they are different 
names (Barsabas is son of Saha : on Bar- 
nabas, see iv. 36, note ) ; and Barnabas is 
evidently introduced in iv. 36 as a person 
who had not been mentioned before. Of 
Joseph Barsabas, nothing further is known. 
There is a Judas Barsabas mentioned in 
ch. XV. 22, whom some take to be his 
brother. Eusebius states, on the authority 
of Papias, that he drank a cup of poison 
without being hurt. — In all probability 
both the selected persons belonged to the 
number of the Seventy, as it would be 
natural that the candidates for apostleship 
should be chosen from among those who 
had been already distinguished by Christ 
Himself among the brethren. — Justus (the 
Just) is a Roman second name, assumed 
according to a custom then prevalent. The 
name Justus seems to have been common ; 
Schottgen, on this place, gives two instances 
of Jews bearing it. Matthias] Nothing 
historical is known of him. Traditionally, 
according to Nicephorus, he suffered mar- 
tyrdom in ^Ethiopia ; according to others, 
in Colchis: another account makes him 
preach in Judaja, and be stoned by the Jews. 

24 .] It is a question, to Whom this 
prayer was directed. I think all proba- 
bility is in favour of the Apostle (for Peter 
certainly was the spokesman) having ad- 
dressed his glorified Lord. And with this 
the language of the prayer agrees. No 
stress can, it ^is true, be laid on the word 


Lord being used : see ch. iv. 29, where un- 
questionably the Father is so addressed : 
but the expression, thou hast chosen, com- 
pared with Did I not choose you twelve ? 
John vi. 70, seems to me almost decisive. 
See also ver. 2 ; Luke vi. 13 ; John xiii. 18, 
XV. 16, 19. The instance cited on the other 
side by Meyer, “ God made choice” . ... , 
ch. XV. 7, is not to the point, as not relating 
to the matter here in hand; nor arc the 
passages cited by He Wette, 2 Cor. i. 1 ; 
Eph. i. 1; 2 Tim. i. 1, where Paul refers 
his apostleship to God, since obviously 
all such appointment must be referred 
ultimately to God : — but the question 
for us is, — In these words, did the dis- 
ciples pray as they would hare prayed 
before the Ascension, or had they Christ 
in their view 1 The expression, which 
knowest the hearts of all men (used by 
Peter himself of God, ch. xv. 8), forms no 
objection : see John xxi. 17, also in the 
mouth of Peter himself. We are sure, 
from the words, they worshipped Him, 
Luke xxiv. 52, that even at this time, be- 
fore the descent of the Spirit, the highest 
kind of worship was paid to the ascended 
Redeemer. Still I do not regard it as by 
any means certain that they addressed 
Christ, nor can the passage be alleged as 
convincing, in controversy with the So- 
cinian. The words are not, as in 

E. V., * shew whether of these two Thou 
hast chosen,^ but appoint one of these two 
[him] whom Thou hast chosen. The 
difference is of some import : they did not 
pray for a sign merely, to shew whether of 
the two was chosen, but that the Lord 
would, by means of their lot. Himself ap- 
point the one of His choice. 26.] 

the place, instead of part, is from internal 
evidence, as well as MS. authority, the 
preferable reading. It has been altered 
to suit ver. 17. ministry, implying 

the active duties ; apostleship, the official 
dignity, of the office. that he might 
go to his own place] With the reading 
place in the former part of the verse. 
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their lots ; and the lot fell upon Matthias ; and he was 
® numbered with the eleven apostles. 

a Lev. xxiil. 15. i n -i-v 

II. 1 And d when ® the day of Pentecost was fnllji come, 
® literally, voted in amongst. 

d literally, while the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled. 


I think these words may be interpreted two 
ways : 1. that Judas deserted this our 
place, our office and ministry, to go to Ms 
own place, that part wliich he had chosen 
for himself, viz. the office and character of 
a traitor and enemy of God ; 2. regarding 
the former word place as being selected to 
correspond to the more proper and dreadful 
use of the word here, that Judas deserted 
his appointed place, here among us, that he 
might go to his own appointed place else- 
where, viz. among the dead in the place of 
torment. Of these two interpretations, I 
very much prefer the second, on all ac- 
counts; as being more according to the 
likely usage of the word, and as more befit- 
ting the solemnity of such a prayer. At 
the same time, no absolute sentence is pro- 
nounced on the traitor, but that dark sur- 
mise expressed by the phrase his own place, 
which none can help feeling with regard 
to him. To understand *‘he’’ of Judas’s 
successor, — that he (the new Apostle) might 
enter on his own place of dignity destined 
for him by Ood, (1) is contrary to the form 
of the sentence in the original ; (2) is in- 
consistent witli the words, which are un- 
exampled in this sense ; (3) would divest 
a sentence, evidently solemn and pregnant, 
of all point and meaning, and reduce it to 
a mere tautology. It appears to have been 
very early understood as above ; for Cle- 
ment of Home says of Peter, “ Thus having 
borne a martyr’s testimony, he went to his 
appointed place of glory,” an expression 
evidently borrowed from our text. Ijight- 
foot quotes from a Rabbinical work on 
Niunb. XXV. 25, “ Balaam went to his 
own place i. e. *Ho hell.” 26. they 

oast lots for them] These lots were pro- 
bably tablets, with the names of the per- 
sons written on them, and shaken in a 
vessel, or in the lap of a robe (Prov. xvi. 
33) ; he whose lot first leaped out being 
the person designated. was voted in 
amongst the eleven apostles] The lot 
being regarded as the divine choice, the 
suffrages of the assembly were unanimously 
given (not in form, but by cheerful ac- 
quiescence) to the candidate thus chosen, 
and he was ‘ voted in ’ among the eleven 
Apostles, i. e. as a ticelfth. That St. Luke 
does not absolutely say so, and never after- 
wards speaks of the twehe Apostles, is 
surely no safe ground on which to doubt 


this. — Stier was disposed to question 
whether this step of electing a twelfth 
Apostle was altogether suitable to the then 
waiting position of the Church, and whether 
Paul was not in reality the twelfth, chosen 
by the Lord Himself. But I do not see 
that any of his seven queries touch the 
matter. We have the precedent, of all 
others most applicable, of the twelve tribes, 
to shew that the number, though ever 
nominally kept, was really exceeded. And 
this incident would not occupy a prominent 
place in a book where St. Paul himself has 
so conspicuous a part, unless it were by 
himself considereil as being what it pro- 
fessed to be, the filling up of the vacant 
Ajiostleship. 

Chap. II. 1 — 4.] The OrTPouRiNG of 
THE Holy Spirit on the disciples. 

1.] while the day of Pentecost was being 
fulfilled : “ during the progress of that 
particular day necessitated by the pres, 
tense. In sense, it amounts to * tvhen the 
of Pentecost was fully come,^ as A. V. 
the day of Pentecost] fiftieth 
day (inclusive) after the sixteenth of Nisan, 
the second day of the Passover (Levit. xxiii. 
16), — called in Exodus xxiii. 16, ‘ the feast 
of harvest,^ — in Dent. xvi. 10, ‘ the feast 
ofiveeks:’ — one of the three great feasts, 
when all the males were required to appear 
at Jerusalem, Deut. xvi. 16. At this time, 
it was simply regarded as the feast of 
harvest : among the later Jews, it was 
considered as the anniversary of the giving 
of the law from Sinai. This inference was 
apparently grounded on a comparison of 
Exod. xii. 2 and xix, 1. Josephus and 
Philo know nothing of it, and it is at the 
best very uncertain. Chrysostom’s reason 
for the event happening when it did is 
probably the true one : “ It was fitting 
that this should take place on the recur- 
rence of a feast : that they who had been 
present at the cross of Christ might see 
this also.” The question, on what day of 
the week this day of Pentecost was, is beset 
with the difficulties attending the question 
of our Lord’s last passover ; see notes on 
Matt. XX vi. 17, and John xviii. 28. It 
appears probable however that it was on 
the Sabbath, — i. e. if we reckon from 
Saturday, the \^ih of Nisan. Wieseler 
supposes that the Western Church altered 
the celebration of it to the first day of the 
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^they were all ^xoitli one accord in one place. ^ And b ch. i. u. 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and ®it filled all the house where they were cch.w.si. 
sitting. 3 there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And eMwkxvi.17. 
^they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began iix*6\‘^cor. 
®to speak with other tongues, the Spirit gave them 


® read, together. 

week, in conformity with her observ- 
ance of Easter on that day. If we take 
the second day of the Passover as Sunday, 
the VI th of Nisan, which some have inferr^ 
from John xviii. 28, the day of Pentecost 
will fall on the first day of the week. 

they were all together in one 
place] Not the Apostles only, nor the 
hundred and twenty mentioned ch. i. 15 ; 
but all the believers in Christ, then con- 
gregated at the time of the feast in Je- 
rusalem. The former is manifest from ver. 
14, when Peter and the eleven stand for- 
ward and allude to the rest as these : 
and the latter follows on the former being 
granted. Jloth are confirmed by the uni- 
versality of tlie promise cited by Peter, ver. 
17 ff. See Chrysostom below, on ver. 4. 

together : the other but not so well 
supported reading, ** with one accord,** im- 
plies more, viz. that thcjir p'^ryose, as well 
as their locality, was the same. in 

one place] Where ? evidently not in the 
temple, or any part of it. The impro- 
bability of such an assemblage, separate 
and yet so great, in any of the rooms 
attached to the temple, — the words all 
the house** in ver. 2 (where sec note), — the 
notice, that “ multitude came together^* 
ver. 6, — the absence of any mention of 
the temple, — all these are against such a 
supposition. Obviously no d priori con- 
sideration such as Olshausen alleges, that 
“thus the solemn inauguration of the 
Church of Christ becomes more im- 
posing by happening in the holy place of 
the Old Covenant,^' can apply to the en- 
quiry. Nor can the statement that they 
were continually in the temple,** Luke 
xxiv. 53, apply here (see above on ch. i. 
13) ; for even if it be assumed that the 
hour of prayer was come (which it hardly 
could have been, seeing that some time 
must have elapsed between the event and 
PetePs speech), the disciples would not 
have been assembled separately, but would, 
as Peter and John, in ch. iii. 1, have gone 
up, mingled with the i)eople. See more 
below. 2.] The words of the descrip- 
tion could not ht better rendered than in A. V ., 


^ render, CVen aS. 

a sound as of a rushing mighty wind. It 

was the sound as of a violent blowing, borne 
onward, which accompanied the descent of 
the Holy Spirit. To treat this as a natural 
phffinomenon, — even 8upjx)sing that phseno- 
menon miraculously produced, as the earth- 
quake at the crucifixion, — is contrary to 
the text, which does not describe it as a 
sound of a rushing mighty wind, but a sound 
2L% of a rushing mighty wind. It was the 
chosen vehicle by which the Holy Spirit 
was manifested to their sense of hearing, 
as by the tongues of fire to their sense of 
seeing. it filled all the house] Cer- 

tainly Luke would not have used this 
word of a chamber in the Temple, or of 
the Temple itself, without further explana- 
tion. Our Lord, it is true, calls the Temple 
your house,** Matt, xxiii. 38, — and Jose- 
phus informs us that Solomon’s Temple was 
furnished with thirty small houses (or rooms), 
and that over these were other houses ; 
but to suppose cither usage here, seems 
to me very far-fetched and unnatural. 

3. cloven tongues like as of fiie] They were 

not of fire, as not possessing the burning 
power of fire, but only as it were of fire^ in 
appearance like that element. it sat, 

viz. the appearance ; not the Spirit, nor 
the tongue, but the appearance described 
in the preceding clause. I understand the 
word sat as usually interpreted, lighted on 
their heads. This also was no effect of 
natural cause, either ordinarily or extra- 
ordinarily employed : see on ver. 2. 

4. ] On the word all, Chrysostom says, “The 
Evangelist would not have said all, the 
Aix)stles being there, had not the rest also 
been partakers.” began to speak with 
other tongues] There can be no question 
in any unprejudiced mind, that the fact 
which this narrative sets before us is, that 
the disciples began to speak in VAiiioua 
LANGUAGES, viz. the languages of the 
nations below enumerated, and perhaps 
others. All attempts to evade this are con- 
nected with some forcing of the text, or 
some far-fetched and indefensible explana- 
tion. This then being laid down, several 
important questions arise, and wo are sur- 
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utterance. ® And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, 


rounded by various difficulties. (1) Was 
this speaking in various languages a gift 
bestowed on the disciples for their use 
afterwards y or was it a mere siguy their 
utterance being only as they were mouth- 
pieces of the Holy Spirit ? The latter 
seems certainly to have been the case. It 
ap])ears on our narrative, even as the 
Spiritj gave them utterance. But, it may 
be objected, in that case they would not 
themselves understand what they said. 
I answer, that we infer this very fact from 
1 Cor. xiv.; that the speaking with tongues 
was often found, where none could inter- 
pret what was said. And besides, it would 
appear from Peter^s speech, that such, or 
something approaching to it, was the case 
in this instance. He makes no allusion to 
the things said by those who spoke with 
tongues ; the hearers alone speak of their 
declaring the wonderful works of Ood. 
So that it would seem that here, as on 
other occasions (1 Cor. xiv. 22), tongues 
were for a sign, not to those that believe, 
blit to those that believe not. If the first 
supposition be made, that the gift of speak- 
ing in various languages was bestowed on 
the discijdcs^or their after -use in preach- 
ing the Gospel, we are, I think, running 
counter to the whole course of Scripture 
and the evidence of the early fathers on 
the subject. There is no trace whatever 
of such a power being possessed or exercised 
by the Apostles (see ch. xiv. 11, 14) or by 
those who followed them. I believe, there- 
fore, the event related in our text to have 
been a sudden and powerful inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, hy which the disciples 
uttered, not of their own minds, hut as 
mouth-pieces of the Sjnrity the praises of 
God in varioiLS languages, hitherto and 
possibly at the time itself, unknown to them. 
(2) How is this “ speaking with other 
tongues ” related to the “ speaking with 
tongues** (or, **iviih a tongue**^ afterwards 
spoken of by St. Paul ? I answer, that 
they are one and the same thing. See this 
further proved in notes on 1 Cor. xiv. 
Meantime I may remark, that the two are 
inseparably connected by the following 
links, — ch. x. 46, xi. 15, — xix. 6, — in which 
last we have the same juxta-position of 
speaking with tongues and prophesying as 
afterwards in 1 Cor. xiv. 1—5 tt*. (3) 
Who were those that partook of this gift 1 
I answer, the whole assembly of believers, 
from Peter’s application of the prophecy, 
vv. 16 ff. It was precisely the case sup- 
posed in 1 Cor. xiv. 23. The unlearned and 
unbelievers of that passage were represented 
by the others of our ver. 13, who pronounced 


them to be drunken. (4) 1 would not conceal 
the difficulty which our minds find in con- 
ceiving a person supernatu rally endowed 
with the power of speaking, ordinarily and 
consciously, a language which he has never 
learned. But there is to iny mind no such 
difficulty, in conceiving a man to be moved 
to utterance of sounds dictated by the Holy 
Spirit. And the fact is clearly laid down 
by St. Paul, that the gift of speaking in 
tongues, and that of interpreting, were 
wholly distinct. So that the above diffi- 
culty finds no place here, nor even in the 
case of a person both speaking and in- 
terpreting: see 1 Cor. xiv. 13. — On the 
question whether the speaking was neces- 
sarily always in a foreign tongue, we have 
no data to guide us : it would seem that 
it was ; but the conditions would not 
absolutely exclude rhapsodical and un- 
intelligible utterance. Only there is this 
objection to it : clearly, languages were 
spoken on this occasion, — and we have no 
reason to believe that there were two dis- 
tinct kinds of the gift. (5) It would bo 
quite beyond the limits of a note to give 
any adecjuate history of the explanations of 
the passage. A very short summary must 
suffice, {a) The idea of a gift of speaking 
in various languages having been conferred 
for the dissemination of the Gospel, ap- 
pears not to have originated, until the gift 
of tongues itself had some time disappeared 
from the Church. Chrysostom adopts it, 
and the great majority of the Fathers and 
expositors, {b) Some, both in ancient and 
in modern times, have supposed that the 
miracle consisted in the multitude hearing 
in various languages that which the be- 
lievers spoke in their native tongue : that 
one language was spoken, but many were 
heard. To this it may be replied, as is 
done by Gregory Nazianzen, that ‘‘ thus 
the miracle would be wrought, not on 
the speakers, but on the hearers,” This 
view, bcvsides, would make a distinction 
between this instance of the gift and those 
subsequently related, which we have seen 
does not exist. On the courses taken by 
the modem German expositors, see note in 
my Greek Test. even as (i. e. ‘ in such 
measure and manner in each case as*) the 
Spirit granted to them to speak (bestowed 
on them utterance)] The words rendered 
gave them utterance have been supposed 
here to imply that they uttered short 
ejaculatory sentences of praise. But this 
seems to be unfounded : and our word to 
utter, to speak out, seems exactly to render 
it. Their utterance was none of their own, 
but the simple gift and inspiration of the 
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devout men, out of every nation under heaven. ^ Now 
B when this was noised abroad^ the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that every man heard them 
^ speak in his own language. 7 And they were all amazed 
and marvelled, saying one to another. Behold, are not all 
these which speak ^Gahlaoans ? ® And how hear we every fch.i.n. 

man in our own tongue, wherein we were born ? 

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in 

B render, when this sound {literally voice) took place. 

^ render. Speaking. 


Holy Spirit ; see above. 6.] He Wette 
maintains that these dwellers at Jerusalem 
cannot have been persons sojourning for 
the sake of the feast, but residents : but 
see above on ver. 1. 1 see no objection, to 

including both residents and sojourners in 
the term, which only specifies their then 
residence. devout men] Not in refer- 
ence to their having come up to the feast, 
nor to their dwelling from religious motives 
at Jerusalem, but stated as imparting a 
character and interest to what follows. 
They were not merely vain and curious 
listeners, but men of piety and weight. 

out of every nation under heaven] 
Not perhaps used so much hyperholically, 
as with reference to the significance of the 
whole event. As they were samples each 
of their different people, so collectively 
they represented all the nations of the 
world, who should hear afterwards in their 
own tongues the wonderful works of God. 

6.] Whatever this sound (literally, 
voice) may mean, one thing is clear, — that 
it cannot mean, UMs rumour’ when this 
was noised abroad’ A. V.) : which would be 
unexampled. We have then to choose 
between two things to wdiich the wnird 
voice, or sound, might refer: — (1) the 
sound as of a mighty rushing wind” of 
ver. 2, which would hardly be used of a 
speaking which was still going on when 
the multitude assembled; — and (2) the 
spealcing with tongues of ver. 4. To this 
reference, besides the objection just stated, 
there is also another, that the voices of a 
number of men, especially when diverse as 
in this case, would not be indicated by the 
singular number, voice, but by voices : 
comp. St. Luke’s own usage, even when 
the voices cried out the same thing, Luke 
xxiii. 23, “They were instant with loud 
voices, requiring that he might be cru- 
cified. And the voices of them and of the 
chief priests prevailed.” And when he 
uses the singular, he explains it, as in ch. 
xix. 34, “ All \Vlth one voice . . . cried out.” 


So that we may safely decide for t\\Q former 
reference. The noise of the rushing mighty 
wind was heard over all the neighbourhood, 
probably over all Jerusalem. the mul- 
titude] including the scoffers of ver. 13, as 
well as the pious strangers : but these latter 
only are here regarded in the description 
that they were confounded, and that every 
man heard &c. On these latter words, see 
above on ver. 4. Each one heard them 
speaking — i. e. either various discigles 
spealcing various tongues, each in some one 
only : or the same persons spealcing now 
one, now another, tongue. The former is 
more probable, although the latter seems to 
agree with some expressions in 1 Cor. xiv., 
e. g. ver. 18. were confounded] The 

same word both in the LXX and in our 
English version, is used in Gen. xi. 9. 

7.] They were not, literally, all Galilaeans ; 
but certainly the greater part were so, 
and all the Apostles and leading persons, 
who would probably be the prominent 
speakers. 8 — 11.] As regards the cata- 

logue here given, — of course it cannot have 
been thus delivered as 2mrt of a speech by 
any hearer on the occasion, but is inserted 
into a speech expressing the general sense 
of what was said, and put, according to 
the usage of all narrative, into the mouths 
of all. The words in our own tongue 
(literally, dialect), wherein we were born 
are very decisive as to the nature of the 
miracle. The hearers could not have thus 
spoken, had they been spiritually uplifted 
into the comprehension of some ecstatic 
language spoken by the disciples. They 
were not spiritually acted on at all, but 
spoJee the matter of fact : they were sur- 
prised at each recognizing, so far from his 
country, and in the mouths of Gulilreans, 
his own native tongue. 9. Parthians] 
The catalogue proceeds from the N. E. to 
the W. and S. Mede notices, that it 
follows the order of the three great dis- 
persions of the Jews, the Chaldamn, As- 
syrian, and Egyptian. Medes] Media, 
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Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, 
and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in 
the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and i strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, J Cretes and Arabians, we do hear 
them ^ speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying 
one to another, What meaneth this ? Others mocking 

i render, Romans, who are sojourning here, 
j render, Cretans. ^ render, speaking. 


W. of Parthia and Hyrcania, S. of tlic 
Caspian sea, E. of Armenia, N. of Persia. 

Elaznites] in pure Greek, ^lymceans, 
inhabitants of Elam or Elymais, a Semitic 
people (Gen. x. 22). Elam is mentioned 
in connexion with Babylon, Gen. xiv. 1 ; 
with Media, Isa. xxi. 2 ; Jer. xxv. 25 ; 
with, or as part of, Assyria, Ezek. xxxii. 
24; Isa. xxii. 6; as a province of Persia, 
Ezra iv. 9 ; as the province in which Susan 
was situated, Dan. viii. 2. According to 
Josephus, the Elammans were the pro- 
genitors of the Persians. We find scattered 
hordes under this name far to the north, 
and even on the Orontes near the Caspian. 

Mesopotamia] the well-known dis- 
trict between the Euphrates and Tigris, so 
called merely as distinguishing its geo- 
graphical position, between the rivers (so 
the word imports in Greek) : it never formed 
a state. The name does not appear to be 
older than the Macedonian conquests. The 
word is used by the LXX and A. V. in 
Gen. xxiv. 10 to express the Hebrew 
Aram Naharaim,** Aram of the two 
rivers. Jndsea] I can see no difficulty 
in Judaea being here mentioned. The 
catalogue does not proceed by languages, 
but by territorial division ; and Judaea lies 
immediately S. of its path from Mesopo- 
tamia to Cappadocia. It is not Jews by 
birth and domicile, but devout men who are 
spoken of ; the dweUers *in Judaea settled 
in Judaea. And even if born Jews were 
meant, doubtless they also would find a 
place among those who heard in their mo- 
ther tongue the wonderful works of God. 

Cappadocia] At this time (since the 
year of Borne 770) a Boman province em- 
bracing Cappadocia proper and Armenia 
minor. Pontus] the former kingdom 

of Mithridates, lying along the S. coast of 
the Euxine (whence its name, from the 
Pontus Euxinus, the Euxine Sea) from the 
river Halys to Colchis and Armenia, and 
separated by mountains from Cappadocia 
on the S. It was at this time divided into 
petty principalities under Boman pro- 


tection, but subsequently became a pro- 
vince under Nero. Asia] i. e. here 

Asia 'prosper, or rather the W. division of 
it, as described by Pliny, as bounded on 
the E. by Phrygia and Lycaonia, on the 
W. by the .^gean, on the S. by the 
Egyptian sea, on the N. by Paphlagonia. 
Ephesus was its chief city. See ch. xvi. 6, 
where the same appears to be intended. 

10. Phrygia] It was at this time 
part of the Roman province of Asia. 
Pamphylia] a small district, extending 
along the coast from Olbia, or Phaselis, to 
Ptolemais. It was a separate tributary 
district : we find it at one time classed 
with Galatia, and ruled by the same person. 

Egypt] Having enumerated the 
principal districts of Asia Minor, the cata- 
logue passes (see above on the arrangement, 
ver. 9) to Egypt, a well-known habitation 
of Jews. Two -fifths of the population of 
Alexandria consisted of them, and they had 
an Ethnarch, or governor, of their own. 

the parts of Libya about Cyrene] 
By this expression is probably meant Pen- 
tapolis, where Josephus, quoting from 
Strabo, testifies to the existence of very 
many Jews, — amounting in Cyrene to a 
fourth part of the whole population. The 
Cyrenian Jews were so numerous in Jeru- 
salem, that they had a special synagogue 
(sec ch. vi. 9). Several were Christian 
converts: see ch. xi. 20; xiii. 1. 

Boman sojournera {so liter allg)~\ ‘The 
Boman Jews dwelling (or then being) in 
Jerusalem.’ Jews and proselytes] 

This refers more naturally to the whole of 
the past catalogue, than merely to the 
Boman Jews. It does not take up a new 
designation, but expresses the classes or 
divisions of those which have gone before. 

11. Cretans and Arabians] These 
words would seem as if they should precede 
the last. 13. Others] Probably native 
Jews, who did not understand the foreign 
languages. Meyer supposes, — persons pre- 
viously hostile to Jesus and his disciples, 
and thus judging as in Ltlke vii. 84 they 



10 — 18 . 


THE ACTS. 


659 


1 Haid^ These men are full of “ new wine. But Peter, 
standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said 
unto them, Ye men of Judaoa, and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words : for these are not drunken, as ye suppose, ^ seeing eriThesa.v.?. 
it is [y- but] the third hour of the day. But this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet [® Joel; ^ And] it 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, ^ I will pour 20 . 

out of my Spirit upon all flesh : and your sons and *^your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams : and on 
my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in 

1 literally, said that they were. 

^ render, SWOet. ^ not expressed in the original. 

® Some of our ancient authorities omit these words. 

judged of Himself. sweet wine] Spirit has been shed forth hy Jesus, whom 

Sweet wine, not necessarily new wine : you crucifed, hut whom G^od hath exalted 
perhaps made of a remarkably sweet to he Lord and Christ.* 14. with the 
small grape, which is understood by the eleven] Peter and the eleven come forward 
Jewish expositors to be meant in Gen. from the great body of believers. And he 
xlix. 11; Isa. v. 2; Jer. ii. 21, — and is distinguishes (hy the word these’* in 
still found in Syria and Arabia. Siiidas ver. 15) not himself from the eleven, but 
interprets it ** that which oozes out of the himself and the eleven from the rest. De 
grapes before they are pressed.*’ W^ette concludes from this, that the Apostles 

14 — 36.] The speech of Peter. ‘‘ St. had not themselves spoken with tongues, 
Luke gives us here the first sample of the as being an inferior gift (1 Cor. xiv. 18 ff.); 
preaching of the Gospel by the Apostles, with perhaps too rashly, for this view hardly 
which the foundation of Christian preach- accords with the word aU which is the 
ing, as well as of the Church itself, appears subject of the whole of ver. 4. men of 
to be closely connected. Wo discover Judsea] the Jews, properly so called : native 
already, in this first sermon, all the pecu- dwellers in Jerusalem. all ye that dwell 
liarities of a]) 08 tolic preaching. It contains at Jerusalem] the sojourners (ver. 5) from 
no reflections nor deductions concerning the other parts. 16.] these, see above, 

doctrine of Christ, — no proposition of new the third hour of the day] Vae first 

and unknown doctrines, but simply and en- hour of prayer : before which no pious 
tirely consists of the proclamation of histo- Jew might eat or drink. — Hut perhaps we 
rical facts. The Apostles appear here as need not look further than the ordinary 
the witnesses of that which they had seen : intent of such a defence — the improbability 
the Eesurrection of Jesus forming the cen- of intoxication at that hour of the mom- 
tral point of their testimony. It is true, ing. See Eccl. x. 16 ; Isa. v. 11 ; 1 Thess. 
that in the after-development of the Church v. 7. 16.] This prophecy is from the 

it was impossible to confine preaching to LXX, with very slight variations, 
this historical announcement only : it gra- this is, i. e. * this is the fact, at which 
dually became invested with the additional those words pointed.’ See a somewhat 
office of building up believers in knowledge, similar expression, Luke xxiv. 44. 

But nevertheless, the simple testimony to 17.] in the last days is an exposition of 
the great works of God, as Peter here the words “ after these things” in the 
delivers it, should never be wanting in LXX and Hebrew, referring it to the days 
preaching to those whose hearts are not of the Messiah, as Isa. ii. 2 ; Micah iv. 1, 
yet penetrated by the Word of Truth.” al. See also 2 Tim. iii. 1 ; Heb. i. 1. 
Olshausen. The discourse divides itself into saith God does not occur in the verse of 
two parts : 1. (vv. 14 — 21) ' This which Joel, but at the beginning of the whole 
you hear is not the effect of drunkenness, passage, ver. 12, and is supplied by Peter 
hut is the promised outpouring of the here. 18.] The Hebrew does not express 
Spirit on all flesh,’ — 2. (vv. 22 — which the word my either time, but has, as in 
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ich.xxi. 4 !^^^ those days of my Spirit; ^and they shall prophesy: 

iiv. &!' *” and I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs 

m^joei ii. 80, p earth beneath ; blood, and fire, and vapour of 

n Matt. xxir. smoke I " the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 

20. Murk ^ ^ 

Lukexxi.25. moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the 
o Rom. X. 18 . Lord come : and it shall come to pass, that ° whosoever 

shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Ye 
men oi Israel, hear these words ; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
q Matt. x*^. approved of God among you ^ by miracles and wonders and 
44*^ signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 


ch.Hi.i8: yourselves also know: 
P render, on. 

our English text, ' the servants and hand- 
maids* The words and they shall pro- 
phesy are not in the LXX nor in the 
Hebrew text. 19.] The words above, 
signs, and beneath arc not in the LXX, 
nor in the Hebrew text. blood, and 

fire, . . . .] Not, ‘ bloodshed and wasting by 
fire* as commonly interpreted : — not devas- 
tations, but prodigies, are foretold ; — 
bloody and fiery ap]icarances of 
smoke, as in the Hebrew. 20.] See 
Matt. xxiv. 29. the . . . day of the 
Lord] Not the first coming of Christ, — 
which interpretation would run counter to 
the whole tenor of the Apostle’s application 
of the prophecy : — but clearly. His second 
coming : regarded in proplietic language as 
following close upon the outpouring of the 
Spirit, because it is the next great event in 
the divine arrangements. — The Apostles 
probably expected this coming very soon 
(see note on Rom. xiii. 11) ; but this did 
not at all aftect the accuracy of their ex- 
pressions respecting it. Their days wit- 
nessed the Pentecostal efiusion, which was 
the beginning of the signs of the end : then 
follows the period, known to the Father 
ONLY, of waiting — the Church for her Lord, 
— the Lord Himself till all things shall 
have been put under His feet, — and then 
the sigTis shall be renewed, and the day of 
the Lord shall come. Meantime, and in 
the midst of these signs, the covenant of 
the spiritual dispensation is, ver. 21 — 

* Whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord, shall be saved.’ The gates of God’s 
mercy arc thrown open in Christ to all 
jieople : — no barrier is placed, — no union 
with any external association or succession 
required : the promise is to individuals, as 
individuals : whosoever : which individual 
universality, though here, by the nature of 
the circumstances, spoken within the limits 
of the outward Israel, is afterwards as ex- 


him, ^ being delivered ^ hy the 

<1 render, according to. 

pressly asserted of Jew and Gentile, Rom. 
i. 17, where see note. 22. Ye men of 
Israel] This address binds all the hearers 
in one term, and that one reminds them of 
their covenant relation with God : comp. 
‘‘ all the house of Israel f ver. 36. 
of Nazareth] This title does not here seem 
to be emphatically used by way of contrast 
to what follows, as some have thought, 
but only as the ordinary appellation of 
Jesus by the Jews, see John xviii. 5, 7; 
ch. xxii. 8 ; xxvi. 9. The words of 
(by) God, belong to approved, and denote 
the source whence the proof came, 
approved must be taken in its fuller and 
stricter meaning : viz. as importing, — 
shewn to be that which He claimed to be. 
The connexion of the passage is, that the 
Man Jesus of Nazrneth was by Ood de- 
monstrated, by Ood wrought in among 
you, by God's counsel delivered to death, 
by Ood raised up (which raising up is 
argued on till ver. 32, then taken up 
again), by Ood (ver. 36), finally, made 
Lord and Christ. This was the process of 
argument then with the .Tews, — proceeding 
on the identity of a man whom they had 
seen and known, — and then mounting 
up from His works and His death and 
His resurrection, to His glorification , — 
all THE purpose and doing op God. 

which God did by him] This is 
not, as De Wette characterizes it, a low 
view of the miracles wrought by Jesus, nor 
is it inconsistent with John ii. 11 ; but it 
is in strict accordance with the progress of 
our Lord through humiliation to glory, 
and with His own words in that very 
Gospel (v. 19), which is devoted to the 
great subject, the manifestation, by the 
Father, of the glory of the Son. This 
side of the subject is here especially dwelt 
on in argument with these Jews, to exhibit 
(see above) the whole course of Jesus of 
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determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye fo»» v w. 

taken, and hy wicked hands ha'oe crucified and slain : * whom ®ver.8a. 

God [® hath^ raised up, having loosed the pains of death : 
because it was not possible that he should be holden ^ of it. 

For David speaketh concerning him, 'I foresaw the 
Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, 
that I ^ should not be moved : therefore did my heart 
rejoice, and my tongue was glad ; moreover also my flesh 

** read and render, ye by the hand of lawless men nailed up and 
slew. 

® omit, t i, e, by it. ^ render, may. 


Nazareth, as the ordinance and doing of 
THE God of Israel. 23. delivered] hy 
whom, is not said, but was supplied by the 
hearers. The counsel and foreknowledge 
of God are not to be joined as in the A. V. 
to “ delivered f with “ hyf as if they were 
the agents — the connexion in the original 
is that of accordance and appointment, not 
of agency. The same connexion is ex- 
pressed in ch. XV. by after the manner of 
Moses.” See 2 Pet. i. 21 and note, 
by the hand of lawless men] viz. of the 
Roman soldiers. The same word is used 
by St. Paul to express those without law, 
to whom he became as without law, 1 Cor. 
ix. 21. The counsel and fore- 

knowledge of God are not the same: the 
former designates His Eternal Plan, by 
which He has arranged all things (hence the 
determinate counsel) — the latter, the omni- 
science, by which every part of this plan is 
foreseen and nnforgotten by Him. 
nailed up] The harshness and unworthiness 
of the deed are strongly set forth by a 
word expressing the mechanical act merely, 
nailed up, as in contrast with the former 
clause, in which the dignity and divine 
mission of Jesus are set forth. — Peter lays 
the charge on the multitude, because they 
abetted their rulers, — see ch. iii. 17, where 
this is fully expressed; not for the far- 
fetched reason given by Olshausen, that 
* all mankind were in fact guilty of the 
death of Jesus in which case, as Meyer 
well observes, Peter must have said ‘ we,^ 
not *you* 24.] On the difficulty, and 
probable account to be given of the ex- 
pression, having loosed the pains of death, 
see note in my Greek Test. They cannot 
well be explained to the English reader. 

The assertion, it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it, depends 
for its proof on the “jPor” which follows. 

25.] The xvith Psalm was not by 
the Rabbis applied to the Messiah : but 
Peter here proves to them that, if it is to 
VOL. I. 


be true in its highest and proper meaning 
of any one, it must be of Him. We are met 
at every turn by the shallow objections of 
the Rationalists, who seem incapable of 
comprehending the principle on which the 
sayings of David respecting himself are 
referred to Christ. To say, with De Wette, 
that Peter’s proof lies not in any historical 
but only in an ideal meaning of the Psalm, 
is entirely beside the subject. To interpret 
the sayings of David (or indeed those of 
any one else) ‘ historically,’ i. e. solely as 
referring to the occasion which gave rise to 
them, and having no wider reference, would 
be to establish a canon of interpretation 
wholly counter to the common sense of 
mankind. Every one, placed in any given 
position, when speaking of himself as in 
that position, speaks what will refer to 
others similarly situated, and most point- 
edly to any one who shall in any especial 
and pre-eminent way stand in that position. 
Applying even this common rule to David’s 
sayings, the applicability of them to Christ 
will be legitimized: — but how much more, 
when we take into account the whole cir- 
cumstances of David^s theocratic position, 
as the prophetic representative and type of 
Christ. Whether the Messiah were present 
or not to the mind of dhe Psalmist, is of 
very little import : in some cases He plainly 
was: in others, as here, David’s words, 
spoken of himself and his circumstances, 
could only be in their highest and literal 
sense true of the great Son of David who 
was to come. David often spoke concerning 
himself: but THE SPIRIT WHO SPOXE IH 
David, concerning Christ. The citation 
is almost word for word according to the 
LXX version, differing from the Hebrew 
original as noticed below. that I may 

not be moved] In the Hebrew, and English 
Bible, this is, ‘ 1 shall not be moved* 

26. my tongue] In the Hebrew, and 
English Bible, * my glory ;’ so in Ps. cviii. 

1, where our prayer-book version rendera 
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shall rest in hope : ^7 hecause thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see cor- 
ruption. 28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of 
life ; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 
29 X and brethren, let me freely speak unto you “ of the 
patriarch David, that he y is both dead and buried, and his 
sepulchre is with us unto this day. Therefore being a 
prophet, * and knowing that God had sworn with an oath 
to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
* he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne ; he seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, ^ that * his 
soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corrup- 
tion. 22 2 This Jesus \y hatJi] God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses. 23 Therefore ^ being by the right hand 

* render^ Brethren 1 see on ch. i. 16. 
y render, both died and was buried. 

* read, he would Set one upon his throne. 

^ read, he. ^ omit, 

® more prohahly, of whom I see note, 

** I will give praise with the best member down. Jerome mentions that the tomb of 
that I have.'* Compare also Ps. Ivii. 8. David was visited in his time ; i. e. at the 
28.] Thou hast made known : in end of the fourth century. 80.] a 

the Hebrew, and English Bible, ‘ Thou wilt prophet, in the stricter sense, a foreteller 
make known* thou shalt make me of future events by the inspiration of the 

full of joy with thy countenance is in the Holy Spirit. knowing that God had 

Hebrew, ajid English Bible, ** In (Heb. sworn] See 2 Sam. vii. 12. The words in 
with) thy presence is fulness of joy.** These this case are not cited from the LXX, but 
two last clauses refer to the Resurrection rendered from the Hebrew. 31.] The 

and the Ascension respectively. 29. term seeing this before distinctly asserts 

Brethren (literally “ Men, brethren ")] He the prophetic consciousness of David in 
implies, * I am your brother, an Israelite, the composition of this Psalm. But of 
and therefore would not speak with dis- what sort that prophetic consciousness was, 
respect of David.' He prepares the way may be gathered from this same Apostle, 
for the apologetic sentence which follows. 1 Pet. i. 10 — 12 : that it was not a distinct 
The title * Patriarch ' is only here knowledge of the events which the pro- 
applied to David as the progenitor of the phets foretold, but only a conscious refer- 
kingly race : — Abraham and the sons of ence in their minds to the great promises 
Jacob are so called in ch. vii. 8, 9, and in of the covenant, in the expression of which 
Heb. vii. 4. In the LXX, the word is they were guided by the Holy Spirit of 
used of chief men, and heads of families, prophecy to say things pregnant with 
udth the exception of 2 Chron. xxiii. 20, meaning not patent to themselves but to 
where it represents “ captains of hundreds.” ns. 32.] From ver. 25, the Apostle 

We learn from 1 Kings ii. 10, and Neh. iii. has been employed in substantiating the 
16, that David was buried at Jerusalem, Resurrection as the act of Ood announced 
in the city of David, i. e. the stronghold of by prophecy in old time : now the histo- 
Zion, 2 Sam. v. 7. — Josephus gives an of its accomplishment is affirmed, 

account of the high priest Hyrcanus, when and the vouchers for it produced, 
besieged by Antiochus Eusebes, — and after- The word rendered “ whereof** may also 
wards King Herod, opening the tomb and mean of whom : and this latter is the 
taking treasure from it. ^ Dio Cassius more probable ,* see ch. i. 8. It includes 
mentions, among the prodigies which pre- the other rendering. * We are His wit- 
ceded Hadrian's war, that the tomb of nesses,' implies, 'We testify to this His 
Solomon (the same with that of iDavid) fell work/ which work implied the Resurrect 
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of God exalted, and ® having received of the Fathor the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, he *^hath shed forth this, i;!’’ 
which ye now see and hear. 34 Yot David ^ is not ascended Eph* i?!'8. 
into the heavens : but he saith himself, ® The Lord said ® MatiJ'xiii. 
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 until I make 
thy foes thy footstool. 36 Therefore let all the house of ^ ‘ 

Israel know assuredly, that God ^hath made that same ^«h.v.8i. 
Jesus, whom ye [^^have'] crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

37 Now when they heard this, « they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the ivlM®* 
apostles, ® Men and brethren, what ^ shall we do ? 38 Then 

Peter said unto them, “ Repent, and be baptized every one S; 

^ render, did not ascend. dd 


® render. Brethren : see on ch. i. 

tion. we all, — first, and most properly, 
the Twelve : but, secondarily, the whole 
body of believers, all of whom, at this time, 
had probably seen the Lord since His 
Resurrection ; see 1 Cor. xv. 6. 33.] 

Peter now comes to the Ascension — the 
exaltation of Jesus to be, in the fullest 
sense, Lord and Christ. beixig by the 
right hand of God exalted] Some would 
render, ** "being exalted to the right hand 
of Ood/* But plausible as this seems, it 
is inadmissible. The great end of this 
speech is to shew forth (see above) the 
God op Israel as the Doer of all these 
things. the promise] Christ is 

said to have received from the Father 
the promise above cited from Joel, which 
is spoken of His days. This, and not 
of course the declarations made by Him- 
self to the same effect, is here referred 
to, though doubtless those were in Peter's 
mind. The very expression, shed forth, 
refers to “ J will pour out '* above, ver. 17 
(in the original they are the same word). 

this: i. e. ‘this influence,' this 
merely ; leaving to his hearers the inference 
that this, which^hey saw%n<l heard, must 
be none other than the promised effusion 
of the Spirit. which ye now see need 
not imply, as Dr. Burton thinks, that 
“ there was some visible appearance, which 
the people saw as well as the apostles 
-—very much of the effect of the descent 
of the Spirit would be visible, — the 
enthusiasm and gestures of the speakers, 
for instance ; not, however, the tongues of 
flame, — for then none could have spoken 
as in ver. 18. 84.] This exaltation 

of Christ is also proved from prophecy — 
and from the same passage with which 
Jesus Himsdlf had silenced His ene- 

X : 


16. ^ render, must. 

mies. See notes. Matt. xxii. 41 ff. The 
connexion is. For David himself is not 
ascended into the heavens, — as he would 
be, if the former prophecy applied to 
him: BUT he himself says, removing all 
doubt on the subject, &.c. 36.] The 

CONCLUSION PROM ALL THAT HAS BEEN 
SAID. The Apostle says, let all the house 
of Israel know, because all hitherto said 
has gone upon proofs and sayings belong- 
ing to Israel, and to all Israel. In the 
words God hath made, we have as before, 
the ground -tone of the whole discourse. 

Lord, from ver. 34. Christ, in 
the full and glorious sense in which that 
term was prophetically known. The same 
is expressed in ch. v. 31 by “ hath exalted 
[to he'] a Prince and a Saviour ** — The final 
clause sets in the strongest and plainest 
light the fact to which the discourse testi- 
fies — ending with whom ye crucified, — 
the remembrance most likely to carry com- 
punction to their hearts. “ In the close of 
his discourse, he again reproaches them 
with His crucifixion, that they may be 
touched with the greater compunction of 
conscience, and may be eager to seek the 
remedy for their sin.” Calvin. Bengel 
calls this “ the sting at the end " of the 
discourse. 37—^.] Effect op the 
DISCOURSE. 87.] The compunction 

arose from the thought that they had 
rejected and crucified Him who was now 
so powerful, and under whose feet they, as 
enemies, w'ould be crushed . — “ St. Luke gives 
us the fruit of the discourse, that we may 
know that the power of the Spirit was put 
forth, not only in the diversity of tongues, 
but also in the hearts of the hearers." 
Calvin. 88. Eepent] The word im- 

ports change of mind ; here, change from 
^ 2 
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of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
*^ 5 hlVii:S: promise is unto you, and ^ to your children, and 

kch.^.ttj ^ to all that are afar ofiP, even as many as the Lord our God 

b! 8, u! shall call. ^ And with many other words did he testify 

Eph.iLiB, g exhort, saying, ^ Sam yourselves from this ^untoivard 
generation. ^ Then they that [} gladhj\ received his 
word were baptized : and the same day there were added 

K render^ exhort them. ^ render^ Be saved : see note, 

i render f crooked. ^ render, So then. 


thinking Jesus an impostor, and scorning 
Him as one crucified, to being baptized in 
His name, and looking to Him for remis- 
sion of sins, and the gift of the Spirit. — 
The miserable absurdity of rendering this 
word by * do penance * — so the Rbeims 
(Roman-Catholic) Version, - or understand- 
ing it as referring to a course of external 
rites, is well exposed by this passage — in 
which the internal change of heart and 
purpose is insisted on, to be testified by 
admission into the number of Christas 
followers. he baptized every one of 

you] Here, on the day of Pentecost, we 
have the first mention and administration 
of Cheistian baptism. Before, there 
had been the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins, by John, Luke iii. 3 ; 
but now we have the important addition, 
in (or, on) the name of Jesus Christ,— in 
the Name — i. c. on the confession of that 
which the Name implies, and into the bene- 
fits andhlessingswhiah the Name implies. — 
The Apostles and first believers were not thus 
baptized, because, ch i. 6, they had received 
the BAPTISM BY THE Holy Ghost, the thing 
signified, which superseded that by water, 
the outward and visible sign. — The result 
of the baptism to which he here exhorts 
them, preceded by repentance and accom- 
panied by faith in the forgiveness of sins 
in Christ, would be, the receiving the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 89.] your 

onildren, viz. as included in the prophecy 
cited ver. 17, your little ones ; not, as in 
ch. xiii. 82, *your descendants * which 
would be understood by any Jew to be 
necessarily implied. Thus we have a pro- 
vidential recognition of Infant Baptism, at 
the very founding of the Christian Church. 

to all that are afar off] i. e. to the 
Gentiles; see Eph. ii. 13. There is no 
difficulty whatever in this interpretation. 
The Apostles always expected the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles, as did every pious 
Jew who believed in the Scriptures. It 


omit, 

was their conversion as Gentiles, which 
was yet to be revealed to Peter. It is sur- 
prising to see Commentators finding a 
difficulty where all is so plain. The very 
expression, as many as the Lord our God 
shall call, shews in what sense Peter un- 
derstood those afsir off; not all, but as 
many as the Lord our God shall summon 
to approach to Him, — bring near, — which, 
in his present understanding of the words, 
must import — by becoming one of the 
chosen people, and conforming to their 
legal observances. 40.] The words 

cited appear to be the concluding and 
inclusive summary of Peter’s many exhor- 
tations, not only their general sense ; just 
as if ver. 36 had been given as the repre- 
sentative of his whole speech above. 

The Apostle’s command is improperly ren- 
dered in A. V. * save yourselves:* it is 
strictly passive, — be saved, — ‘let us save 
you ’ — ‘ let God by us save you.’ In saying 
this crooked generation, St. Peter alludes 
to Heut. xxxii. 5. 41.] This first 

baptism of regeneration is important on 
many accounts in the history of the Chris- 
tian Church. It presents us with two 
remarkable features : (1) It was conferred, 
on the profession of repentance, and faith 
in Jesus as the Christ. There was no 
instruction in doctrine as yet. The in- 
fancy of the Church in this respect cor- 
responded to the infancy of the individual 
mind ; the simplicity of faith came first, — 
the ripeness of knowledge followed. Nean- 
der well observes tliat, among such a mul- 
titude, admitted by a confession which al* 
lowed of so wide an interpretation, were 
probably many persons who brought into 
the church the seeds of that Judaizing 
form of Christianity which afterwarcS 
proved so hostile to the true faith ; while 
others, more deeply touched by the Holy 
Spirit, followed humbly the unfolding of 
that teaching by which He perfected the 
apostolic age in the doctrine of Christ. 
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unto taem about three thousand souls. ’ And they con- 1 ver. 40. Ob. 

tinned stedfastly in the apostles* doctrine and fellowship ^ 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. ^ And fear 
came upon every soul : and “ many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. ^4 ^^d all that believed were 
together, and “had all things common; and sold their nch.iv.8j,#4. 
render, and in community. 


(2) Almost without doubt, this first bap- 
tism must have been administered, as that 
of the first Gentile converts was (see ch. x. 
47, and note), by affusion or sprinkling, 
not hy immersion. The immersion of 3000 
persons, in a city so sparingly furnished 
with water as Jerusalem, is equally incon- 
ceivable with a procession beyond the walls 
to the Kedron, or to Siloam, for that purpose. 

42 — 47.] Description of the life 

AND HABITS OF THE FIRST BELIEVERS. 
This description anticipates ; embracing a 
period extending beyond the next chapter. 
This is plain from ver, 43 : for the miracle 
related in the next chapter was evidently 
the first which attracted any public atten- 
tion : vv. 44, 45, again, are taken up anew 
at the end of chap, iv., where we have a 
very similar description, evidently apply- 
ing to the same period. 42.] the 
apostles’ doctrine : compare Matt, xxviii. 
20. and in commanity] The living 

together as one family, and having things 
in common. It is no objection to this 
meaning, that the fact is repeated below, 
in ver. 45 : for so is the breaking of bread 
in ver. 46, and the continuing in prayers. 
The meaning given in the A. V., in the 
Apostles^ fellowship,** is not objectionable 
in itself, but still I conceive bears no 
meaning defensible in construction. See 
further in my Greek Test. breaking 

of bread] or, the breaking of the bread. 
This has been very variously explained. 
Chrysostom, ‘‘In mentioning bread here 
he seems to me to signify fasting, and 
ascetic life: for they partook, not of 
luxuries, but simply of subsistence.” And 
similarly Bengel : “ The breaking of breaxi, 
that is, a frugal diet, common among them 
all.” But on ver. 46 he recognizes a 
covert allusion to the Eucharist. — The inter- 
pretation of the breaking of broad here 
as the celebration of the Lord* s supper has 
been, both in ancient and modem times, 
the prevalent one. Chrysostom himself, in 
another place, interprets it, or at all events 
the whole phrase, of the Holy Communion. 
And the Romanist interpreters have gone 
so far as to ground an argument on the 
passage for the administration in one kind 
only. But, — preferring for a fuller discus* 


sion of the whole matter to the notes on 
1 Cor. X. xi., — barely to render [the] 
breaking of [the] bread to mean the 
breaking of bread in the Eucharist, as now 
understood, would be to violate historical 
truth. The Holy Communion was at first, 
and for some time, till abuses put an end 
to the practice, inseparably connected 
with the agapffi, or lovefeasts, of the 
Christians, and unknown as a separate 
ordinance. To these agapcB, accompanied 
as they were at this time by the celebration 
of the Lord’s supper, the “ breaking of 
[the] bread ” refers, — from the custom of 
the master of the feast breaking bread in 
asking a blessing ; see ch. xxvii. 35, where 
the Eucharist is out of the question, 
in prayers] or, in the prayers : — the ap- 
pointed times of prayer : sec ver. 46. But 
it need not altogether exclude ay eraiwon^ 
themselves as well, provided we do not 
assume any set times or forms of Christian 
worship, which certainly did not exist as 
yet. See notes on Rom. xiv. 5 ; Gal. iv. 
10. 43.] every soul, designating 

generally the multitude, — those who were 
not joined to the infant church. This is 
evident by the words “ all that believed,** 
when the church is again the subject, ver. 
44. They were filled with fear, dread, 
reverential astonishment, at the effect pro- 
duced by the outpouring of the Spirit. On 
the anticipatory character of the latter 
part of the verse, see general remarks 
at the beginning of this section. 

44.] If it surprise us that so large a 
number should be continually assembled 
together (for such is certainly the sense of 
were together, not that they were joined 
by brotherly love, as Calvin) — we must 
remember that a large portion of the three 
thousand were persons who had come up to 
Jerusalem for the feast, and would by this 
time have returned to their homes, 
and had aU things (in) common] i. e. no 
individual property, hut one common 
stock : see ch. iv. 32. That this was lite- 
rally the case with the infant church at 
Jerusalem, is too plainly asserted in these 
passages to admit of a doubt. Some have 
supposed the expressions to indicate merely 
a partial community of goods : contrary to 
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Kin.ivut.7. possessions and goods, and "parted them to aU men, as 
P«ii.i.i4. every man had need, ^ep^nd they, continuing daily 
q Luk« xxir. with one accord ^in the temple, and ^breaking bread 
rch:M.'7T' ‘ Tsi fromhouHe to house y “did eat their meat with gladness 
■ Lukeii^ 62 . and singleness of heart, praising God, and ® having 
favour with all the people. And Hhe Lord ^ added to the 
church daily such as should he sared. 
itch.ii.46. III. ^ Now Peter and John went up \^together'\ ®into 

render j at home. 

“ literally, took their share of food. But the A. V. is better as an English 
rendering. 

® read and render, brought together daily more that were in the way 


of salvation. 

P render. Were going. 

the express assertion of ch. iv. 32. In order, 
however, rightly to understand this com- 
munity, we may remark : (1) It is only 
found in the church at Jerusalem. No 
trace of its existence is discoverable any 
where else : on the contrary, St. Paul 
speaks constantly of the rich and the poor, 
see 1 Tim. vi. 17 ; Gal. ii. 10 ; 2 Cor. viii. 
13, 16 ; ix. 6, 7 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 2 : also St. 
James, ii. 1—5; iv. 13. — And from the 
practice having at first prevailed at Jeru- 
salem, we may partly perhaps explain the 
great and constant poverty of that church, 
Rom. XV. 25, 26; 1 Cor. xvi. 1—3; 2 Cor. 
viii. ix.; alsoch. xi. 30; xxiv. 17. — The non- 
establishment of this community elsewhere 
ma^ have arisen from the inconveniences 
which were found to attend it in Jeru- 
salem ; see ch. vi. 1. (2) This community 
of goods was not, even in Jerusalem, en- 
forced by rule, as is evident from ch. v. 4 
(xii. 12), but, originating in free-will, 
became perhaps an understood custom, still 
however in the power of any individual not 
to comply with. (3) It was not (as Grotius 
thought) borrowed from the sect of the 
Essenes, with whom the Apostles, who 
certainly must have sanction^ this com- 
munity, do not appear historically to have 
had any connexion. But (4) it is much 
more probable that it arose from a con- 
tinuation, and application to the now 
increased number of disciples, of the com- 
munity in which our Lord and Sis Apos- 
tles had lived (see John xii. 6 ; xiii. 29) 
before. — The practice probably did not 
long continue even at Jerusalem ; see Rom. 
XV. 26, note. 45.] possessions probably 
mean landed property, ch. v. 1— goods, 
any other possession; moveahles, as dis- 
tinguished from land. parted them, i. e. 
their priee; see a simil^ way of speaking, 


^ omit. 

Matt. xxri. 9. 46. continuing daily 

with one accord in the temple] See Luke 
xxiv. 53. The words need not mean, 
though they may mean, that they were 
assembled in Solomon’s porch, as in ch. v. 
12 — but most probably, that they regu- 
larly kept the hours of prayer, ch. iii. 1. 

at home] i. e. privately, as con- 
trasted with their public frequenting of 
the temple : not, *from house to housed as 
A. V. : — the words may bear that meaning 
(see Luke viii. 1), but we have no trace of 
such a practice, of holding the agapcB, or 
love-feasts, successively at different houses. 
— The breaking of bread took place at 
their house of meeting, wherever that was ; 
cf. ch. xii. 12. did eat their meat] 

i. e. they partook of food ; viz. in these 
agapce, or breakings of bread. single- 
ness of heart] The word rendered single- 
ness originally implies freedom from stones 
or rocks, and thus simplicity, evenness, 
purity. 47.] praising God does not 
seem only to refer to giving thanks at 
their partaking of food, but to their 
general manner of conversation, including 
the recurrence of special ejaculations and 
songs of praise by the influence of the 
Spirit. more that were in the way of 
salvation: compare the Apostle’s com- 
mand, ver. 40: — those who were being 
saved. Nothing is implied by this word, 
to answer one way or the other the ques- 
tion, whether all these were finally saved. 
It is only asserted, that they were in the 
way ^salvation when they were added to 
the Christian assembly. Doubtless, some 
of them might have been of the class 
alluded to Heb. x. 26 — 29 ; at least there 
is nothing in this word to preclude it. 

Chap. IILl — 10.] Healing op a lame 

MAN BY PBTBB AT THE GATE OP THE 
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the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. bPi.ir.i?. 
^ And a ‘^certain man lame from his mother’s womb was 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, *^to ask alms of them that ^ 
entered into the temple; ^ who seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple asked an alms. ^ And Peter, 
fastening his eyes upon him with John, said. Look on us. 

^ And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive some- 
thing of them. ® Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: ®In the name of«ch.iv.io. 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. 7 And he 


Temple. 1, the ninth hour] See ch. 
X. 3, 30. There were three hours of 
prayer ; those of the morning and evening 
sacrifice, i, e. the third and ninth hours, 
and noon. 2.] The word is literally, 
was being carried. They took him at the 
hours of prayer, and carrieil him back 
between times. the gate .... which 

is called Beautiful] The arrangement of 
the gates of the Temple is, from the notices 
which we now possess, very uncertain. 
Three entrances have been fixed on for the 
Beautiful Gate (1) The gate thus 
described by Josephus : ** Nine of the gates 
were covered with gold and silver, as were 
also the posts and lintels. But one gate, 
that outside the temple itself, was of 
Corinthian brass, and far surpassed the 
silver and gilt gates in splendour.” This 
gate was also called Nicanor^s gate, and 
lay on the Eastern side of the Temjfie, 
towards the valley of Kedron. Josephus 
mentions it again, as “ the Eastern gate of 
the inner enclosure, which is of brass,” 
and gives a remarkable account of its size 
and weight : adding, that when, before the 
siege, it >Vas discovered supernaturally 
opened in the night, “this to unskilled 
persons seemed a most favourable omen ; 
lor they said, that God had opened to 
them the gate of prosperity.” But some 
find a difficulty in this. The lame man, 
they say, would not be likely to have been 
admitted so far into the Temple (but it 
appears that lepers used to stand at 
Nicanor’s gate) ; and besides, he would 
have taken up his station naturally at an 
outer gate, where he might ask alms of all 
who entered. ‘ These conditions suit l^etter 
(2) the gate Susan ; as does also the cir- 
cumstance mentioned ver. 11, that the 
people ran together to Solomon^ s 'porch; 
for this gate was on the east side of the 
court of the Gentiles, and close to Solomon's 
porch. Another suitable circumstance was, 
that by this gate the market was held for 


sheep and cattle and other ofierings, and 
therefore a greater crowd would be at- 
tracted. (3) Others again refer the epithet 
“ Beautiful ” to two gates opening towards 
the city on the western side. So that 
the matter must remain in uncertainty. 

4. Look on us] Calvin's note 
is important : “ Peter would not have 
thus spoken without being certain of the 
design of God ; and his words command 
the man to look for some singular and 
unusual benefit. Yet we may enquire, 
whether the Apostles had the power of 
working miracles when it pleased them. I 
answer, that their ministration of divine 
influence did not empower them to attempt 
any thing of their own will or motive, but 
the Lord wrought by them when He saw 
it expedient. Hence it arose, that they 
healed one, not all without distinction. So 
that in this, as in other things, they had 
God's Spirit for their guide and direction. 
Therefore, before Peter orders the lame 
man to rise, he cast and fixed his eyes on 
him. That look was not without the 
express prompting of God's Spirit. And 
hence it was that he spoke with such cer- 
tainty of the coming miracle. The Apostle 
summoned the lame man by this command 
to receive the gift of God : he for his part 
looked for nothing but an alms.” 

6.] There is no doubt, that it was the 
custom to give alms even to those who 
were not of the community of the faithful, 
but Peter then either had nothing about 
him, going as he was to the temple, or he 
could not bestow enough to help the poor 
man's need. Notice the Apostle's mode- 
ration in his discharge of so important a 
stewardship : compare ch. ii. 45 ; iv. 36.” 
Bengel. But perhaps it is more simple to 
conclude that Peter spoke here of his oum 
station and means in life — ‘ I am no rich 
man, nor have I silver or gold to give 
thee.' 7.] “ Thus also did Christ i 
He often cured by a word, often by an^ 
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took kim by the right hand, and lifted him up ; and im- 
mediately his feet and ancle-bones received strength. 
fi«.xxxT.«. 8 he ^leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
gch.iv.16,31. Gfod. ^ 8^ And all the people saw him walking and praising 
God : and they knew that it was he which sat for alms 

at the Beautiful gate of the temple : and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened 
unto him. And as ^ the lame man ivhich was healed held 
Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in 
porch Hhat is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 
And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people. 
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye ® at this ? or why look ye 
.so] earnestly on us, as though by our own power or 
koh.v.8o. ^holiness we had made this man to walk? ^3 ^The God 
of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our 


^ ready he. * rendery at this man. 

t omit ; not in the original. 

^ render y go dlin ess, as the word is always elsewhere rendered in the N. T. 


act; often also He put forth His hand, 
when the objects were weak in faith, — that 
the healing might not seem to take place 
of itself.^' Chrysostom. he took him 

hy the right hand ... his feet and ancle- 
hones received strength] Luke, the phy- 
sician, had made himself acquainted with 
the peculiar kind of weakness, and de- 
scribed it accordingly. 8.] leaping up 
describes his first joyous liberation from 
his weakness : as soon as he felt himself 
strengthened, he leapt up, for joy. No 
suppositions need be made, such as that per- 
haps he was trying the experiment (Chry- 
sostom) : or that it was from ignorance 
how to walk (Bloomfield). His joy is quite 
sufficient to explain the gesture, and it is 
better to leave the narrative in its simplicity. 

11—26.] The DISCOURSE OF PeTER 
THEREUPON. 11.] The lame man was 

holding Peter and John, physically: not 
spoken of mental adhesion, but of actual 
holding by the hand or arm, that he might 
not be separated from them in the crowd, 
but might testify to all, who his benefac- 
tors were. the porch that is called 
Solomon’s] See John x. 23, note. 

12.] answered, viz. to their expressions of 
astonishment implied in the following verse. 
See a similar usage of “ answered,^^ Matt, 
xi. 25 j ch. V, 8. This second discourse of 
St. Peter may be thus divided : This is no 
work of ours, hut of God for the glorifying 
of Jesus, w. 12, 13 : — whom ye denied ai^ 


killed, hut God hath raised up, vv. 13 — 
15 : — through whose name this man is 
made whole, ver. 16 : — ye did it in igno^ 
ranee, hut God thereby fulfilled Sis conn- 
sely vv. 17, 18. ^Exhortation to repent, 
that ye may he forgiven, and saved hy this 
Jesus Christ at Sis coming, vv. 19 — 21 : 
whose times have been the subject of pro- 
phecy from the first, ver, 21. Citations 
to prove this, vv. 22 — 24 : its immediate 
application to the hearers, as Jews, vv. 25, 
There the discourse seems to be broken 
off, as ch. iv. 1 relates. why marvel ye] 
Their error was not the wonder itself, — 
though even that would shew ignorance 
and weakness of faith, for it was truly no 
wonderful thing that had happened, viewed 
by a believer in Jesus, — but their wonder- 
ing at the Apostles, as if they had done it 
by their own power. “ Thus we see,” says 
Calvin, “ that our wonder is wrong, when 
it stops at human agency.” power, 
— such as magical craft, or any other sup- 
posed means of working miracles : godliness, 
meritorious efficacy with God, so as to 
have obtained this from Him on our own 
account. The distinction is important ; — 
* holiness j of the A. V., is not expressive of 
the word, which bears in it the idea of 
operative cuUive piety, rather than of 
inherent character. 13. The Gk)d of 

Abraham, &c.] “An appellation more fre- 
quent in the Acts than in the other books 
of the New Testament, and suitable to that 
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fathers, \}'> hatK] glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye uab 
“ delivered up, and " denied him in the presence of Pilate, „ Matt. mu. 
when he was determined to let him aro. But ye denied n Matt. xztU. 

o 20 Mark 

®the Holy One Pand the Just, and desired a murderer to 
be granted unto you ; and killed the Prince of life, 

^ whom God hath~\ raised from the dead ; ^ * whereof we ^ 
are witnesses. ® And his name through faith in his Luie i.’S‘ 
name [f hat}i\ made this man strong, whom ye y see and 
know : yea, the faith which is by him * hath given him this 
perfect soundness in the presence of you all. ^'7 A.nd now, 
brethren, I wot that Hhrough ignorance ye did it, as did 8 ^ 2^22 

ch.iv.lO: xiv.9. t Luke iiiii. 84. Johnxvi.8. ch. xiU. 27. I Cor. 11. 8. ITlm. i.lS. 

^ omit. ^ render y Servant. * more prohahly, of 

whom : see note, ch. ii. 32. y rendeVy behold. ® render, gave. 


period of time.” Bengel. “ See,” says 
Chrysostom, " how he is always connecting 
God with their ancestors, that he may not 
seem to be introducing any new doctrine. 
Before (ch. ii.) he brought in the patri- 
arch David, and now he introduces Abra- 
ham.” glorified] Not, as A. V., 
glorified, implying, by thus honouring 
JSis Name : it is the historic past tense, 
glorified, viz. by His exaltation through 
death — see John xii. 23; xvii, 10. 

Not * His Son,* but His Servant: servant, 
however, in that distinct and Messianic sense 
which the same expression bears in Isa. 
xl. — Ixvi. The above meaning is adopted 
by all the best modern Commentators, 
in the presence of Pilate, or, perhaps, 
to the face of Pilate. when he was 
determined to let him go : see Luke xxiii. 
20; John xix. 4, 12. 14. the Holy 

One and the Just] Not only in the higher 
and divine sense present to St. Peter’s 
mind, but also by Pilate’s own verdict, and 
the testimony of the Jews’ consciences. 
The sentence is full of antitheses : the 
“ Holy One and the Just ” contrasts with 
the moral impurity of “a murderer,” — 
“ the Prince of life,^^ with the destruction 
of life implied in “ murderer — while *^ye 
killed ” again stands in remarkable oppo- 
sition to “ the Prince of life.” This last 
title given to our Lord implies, as the Vul- 
gate renders it, “ the Author of life** — It 
is possible, that the words Prince of 
life** may contain an allusion to the great 
miracle which was the immediate cause 
of the enmity of their rulers to Jesus. 
But of course St. Peter had a higher view 
in the title than merely this. 16.] 

The A. V. is right; through, or better, 
on account of, faith in his name. The 
meaning, /or the sake of (i. e. of awakening 
in you, and ih the lame man himself) /a»YA 


in his name, though grammatically justified, 
seems against the connexion with the 
Apostle’s profession, “ whereof we are wit^ 
nesses,** just before. It is evident to my 
mind, that the faith in His name, here 
spoken of, is the faith of these witnesses 
themselves. His name (the efficient cause), 
by means of, or on account of (our) faith 
in his name (the medium), &c. yea, 
the faith which is [wrought] by him — 
not ‘ faith in Him ;’ which is an inadmis- 
sible rendering. Peter’s own Words (1 Pet. 
i. 21) are remarkably parallel with, and the 
best interpreters of, this expression : “toAo 
by Him do believe in Ood that raised Him 
up from the dead and gave Him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in Ood.** 
Some of the Commentators are anxious to 
bring in the faith of the lame man himself 
in this verse. Certainly it is according 
to analogy to suppose that he had such 
faith, from and after the words of Peter : — 
but, as certainly, there is no allusion to it 
in this verse, and the thread of Peter’s 
discourse would be broken by any such. 
It is the firm belief in His name on the 
part of us His witnesses, of which he is 
here speaking, as the medium whereby His 
name (the Power of the great dignity to 
which He has been exalted, the authorship 
of life) had in this case worked. 17.] 

now, introducing a new consideration : 
see 2 Thess. ii. 6. Here it softens the 
severer charge of ver. 14: sometimes it 
intensifies, as ch. xxii. 16; 1 John ii. 28: — 
especially with " behold,** ch. xiii. 11 ; xx. 
22. No meaning such as * now that the 
real Messiahship of Him whom ye have 
slain is come to light ’ (Meyer) is admis- 
sible. brethren, still softening hif 

tone, and reminding them of their oneness 
of blood and covenant with the speaker, 
through ignorance] There need be 
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uLukex^^^ also your rulers, is But “those things, which God before 
xp».xiii. liad shewed *by the mouth of all ^ hia prophets, that 
mf;6;So. Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled, l® ^ Repent ye 
1 Pet.i.io, therefore, and ® be converted, that your sms may be blotted 
ych.il, 88. ^when the times of refreshing shall come from the 

presence of the Lord ; 20 and ® he shall send t Jesus Christ, 
zch.i.ii. which before was preached unto you : 21 =“whom the heaven 

a read, the. ^ read, his Christ. ® literally, turn about, 

d render, that the times of refreshing may come. See note, 

® render, that he may. 

t read and render, Christ J esus, who was before appointed unto you : 
or perhaps letter, him who was before appointed your Messiah, even 
Jesus. See note. 


no difficulty in the application of the term 
** ignorance'* to even the rulers of the Jews. 
It admits of all degrees — from the unlearned, 
who were implicitly led by others, and hated 
Him because others did,— up to the most 
learned of the scribes, who knew and rightly 
interpreted the Messianic prophecies, but 
from moral blindness, or perverted expec- 
tations, did not recognize them in our Lord. 
Even Caiaphas himself, of whom apparently 
this could least be said, may be brought 
under it in some measure : even he could 
hardly have •delivered over Jesus to Pilate 
with the full consciousness that He was 
the Messiah, and that he himself was ac- 
complishing prophecy by so doing. Some 
degree of ignorance there must have been 
in them all. 18. of all the prophets] 

See Luke xxiv. 27 and note. There is no 
hyperbole, nor adaptation to Jewish views. 
The assertion of the Rabbinical books, “All 
the prophets together prophesied not but 
of the days of the Messiah,” was not merely 
a Jewish view, but the real truth. — The 
prophets are here regarded as one body, 
actuated by one Spirit : and the sum of 
God’s purpose, shewn by their testimony, is, 
that His Christ should suffer. 

19. that your sins may be blotted out] The 
iaitb implied in the command, “Be con- 
verted,” has for its aim, is necessarily (by 
God’s covenant, see John iii. 15, 18) ac- 
companied by, the wiping out of sin. 
that the times of refreshing may come] 
This passage has been variously rendered 
and explained. To deal first with the ren- 
dering : — that of the A. V., — "*when the 
times , , , shall come,** — is entirely un- 
justifiable, and alien from the meaning of 
the words. They can have but one sense, 
“that given in the marginal reading. 
xTiis being so, what are the times (for such 
is the right reading, and not ** times** 
only) of refreshment 1 WhcA is refresh- 


ment * Clearly, from the above rendering, 
some ref reshment, future, and which their 
conversion was to bring about. But hardly, 
from what has been said, refreshment in 
their own hearts, arising from their con- 
version : besides other objections, the fol- 
lowing words, may come from the presence 
of the Lord, are not likely to have been 
used in that case. No other meaning, it 
seems to me, will suit the words, but that 
of the times of refreshment, the great 
season of joy and rest, which it was under- 
stood the coming of the Messiah in His 
glory was to bring with it. That this 
should be connected by the Apostle with 
the conversion of the Jewish people, was 
not only according to the plain inference 
from prophecy, but doubtless was one of 
those things concerning the kingdom of 
Ood, which he had been taught by his risen 
Master. The same connexion holds even 
now. If it be objected to this, that thus 
we have the conversion of the Jews re- 
garded as bringing about the great times of 
refreshment, and those times consequently 
as delayed by their non-conversion, I 
answer, that, however true this may be in 
fact, the other is fully borne out by the 
manner of speaking in Scripture ; the 
same objection might lie against the efficacy 
oi prayer. See Gen. xix. 22; xxxii. 26; 
Mark vi. 5 ; 2 Thess. ii. 3 ; 2 Pet. iii. 12. 

from the presence of the Lord {the 
Father), who has reserved these seasons in 
His own power. When they arrive, it is 
by His decree, which goes forth from His 
presence. Compare the expression “ there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus,** 
in Luke ii. 1 . 20.] and that he may 

send (see above), literally, — not figura- 
tively, by the Spirit ; — even if the word 
send be nowhere else applied to the second 
coming of the Lord, there is no reason 
why it should not be here: the whole 
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must receive until the tStnes of ^8 restitution of all things, 

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy iLnie 1 . 70 . 
prophets since the world began. For'\ Moses truly'\ 
said \}unto the fathers], 'A prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; 
him shall ye hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say 
unto you. ^3 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, 
which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from 
among the people. 24 Yea, and all the prophets from 
Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have dch.ii.89. 
spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. 25 d Ye are * 

fif heiteVy restoration, as strictly corresponding with Matt, xvii. 11, where the 
same expression is used, 

^ render, for perspicuity, of which times. ^ omit, 

^ omit : not in the original. 

ground and standing-point of these two to render it, but until ; see below. The 
orations of Peter are peculiar, and the key both to the construction and mean- 
very mention of the ‘ times of refresh- ing here, is our Lord^s saying, Matt, 
ment * proceeding forth from the presence xvii. 11, Elias truly first cometh, and 
of the Father would naturally lead to the shall restore all things."^ From this we see 
position here assigned to the Son, as one that the restoration of aU things stands 
sent by the Father. See below, on ver. alone : and that which does not belong to 
26. who was before appointed] “ all things*’ Next, what is this restora* 

before appointed, as apparently in ch. xxii. tion ? According to the usage of the 
14 (marginal reading). unto you,— as word, it cannot be applied to the works of 
your Messiah. 21. whom the heaven the Spirit in the hearts of men, but must 

must receive] The words thus translated be understood of the glorious restoration 
admit of a double rendering ; (1) ‘ Whom of all things, the regeneration (Matt. xix. 
the heaven must receive.’ (2) * Who must 28), which, as Peter here says, is the 
possess the heaven’ Of these the former theme of all the prophets from the begin- 
is in my view decidedly preferable, both as ning. — No objection can be raised to this 
best suiting the sense, and as being the from the meaning of the word times : see 
natural rendering, whereas the other is ch. vii. 17, and St. Peter’s own language, 
forced. The reason given by Bengel for 1 Pet. i. 20, **in the last times.” — On the 
rejecting the right rendering, “ To be re- testimony of the prophets, see ver. 18, note. 
ceived, i. e. contained, shut into, the 22.] This citation is a free but faith- 

heaven, is a violent interpretation, and ful paraphrase of the text in Deuteronomy, 
seems to imply, that the heaven is greater — That the words, as spoken by Moses, 
than Christ, and to detract from His seem to point to the whole line of pro- 
exaltation above all heavens,” is best phets sent by God, is not any objection 
answered by himself, " Yet there is a sense, to their being applied to Christ, but rather 
in which it may be said that the heaven necessitates, and entirely harmonizes with, 
receives Christ, viz. that it admits Him, as that application. See the parable Matt, 
a throne its proper King only I would xxi. 33 — 41. And none of the whole pro- 
rather understand it locally, and recog- phetic body entirely answered to the words 
nize a parallel expression with that in like unto me, but Christ, The Jews there- 
ch. i., also local, ‘^a cloud received Sim fore rightly understood it (though not 
out of their sight.” And so far from always consistent in this, comp. John i. 21 
seeing in it any derogation from the with vi. 14) of the Messiah. 24.] See 
Majesty of Christ, it seems to me ad- ver. 18, note. — St. Peter’s aim is to shew 
mirably to set it forth : it behoves the the unanimity of all the prophets in speak- 
hea/ven (which is his, obeying his will) to ing of these times. — Samuel is named, more 
receive Kim till the time appointed. aa being the first great prophet^ after 

until] Not during, as the advocates of the Moses, than as bearing any part in this 
present spiritual sense of the passage wish testimony. The prophetic period of which 
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the 1 children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, 
*And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be 
blessed. ^6 ^Unto you first God, having raised up his 
^ GaLiu.^i' n ^QYi [i Jesus], ^ sent him, ® to bless you, ^ in turning away 
lxiv.V^ ch* every one of you from P his iniquities. 
j^ii.32,83, jy j they spake unto the people, the priests, 

S SSkeixaii. the ® captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came 
b Matt! Mil. upon them, ^ ^ being grieved that they taught the people, 
and preached ^through Jesus the resurrection from the 


dead. ^ And they laid 
hold until the next day ; 

^ omit, 

“ or, your. 

0 render^ blessing. P read 

David was the chief prophet, began in 
Samuel. See 1 Sam. ii. 10, 35. thea^ 
days] i. e. these days now present, not the 
times of restoration, as some understand : 
which would require ** those days/* * These 
days* are, in fact, connected with the times 
of restoration, as belonging to the same 
dispensation and leading on to them ; and 
thus the Apostle identities the then time 
with this preparation for and expectation 
of those glories : but to make these days** 
identical with the times of refreshing and 
the times of restitution, is to make him 
contradict himself. 26.] He applies 
this to them, as being inheritors of the 
promises. They were descendants, ac- 
cording to the ^esh, and fellow-partakers, 
according to the spirit. — For a full com- 
ment on this promise made to Abraham, 
see Gal. iii. 16. 26.] first ; implying 

the ofier to the Gentiles (but as yet, in 
Peter’s mind, only hy embracing Judaism) 
afterwards : see ch. xiii. 46 ; Rom. i. 16. — 
It is strange how Olshausen can suppose 
that the Spirit in Peter overleapt the bounds 
of his subsequent prejudice with regard to 
the admission of the Gentiles : — he never 
had any such prejudice, but only against 
their admission uncircumcised, and as Oen- 
tiles, raised up, not *from the dead :* 
but as in ver. 22. Again, not Mis 
Son, but His Servant: see note, ver. 13. 

sent him, indefinite, of the sending 
in the flesh ; it does not apply to the present 
time, but to God's procedure in raising up 
His Servant Jesus, and His mission and 
ministry ; and is distinct from the sending 
spoken of in ver. 20. This is also shewn by 
the present participle, bleesing you, inge- 
uioudy, but not quite accurately rendered 


hands on them, and put them in 
for it was now eventide. ^ How- 

^ render, SOns. 

^ render. Servant. 

, your. *1 render, Ul : see note, 

in the A. V. ‘to bless you* He came 
blessing you (His coming was an act of 
blessing) — in (as the conditional element of 
the blessing) turning every one from your 
iniquities : thus conferring on you the 
best of blessings. The word blessing is 
chosen in allusion to the terms of the 
prophecy, ver. 25. The application to the 
present time is made by inference : — ‘ cls 
that was His object then, so now:* — but 
the discourse is unfinished. — It did not 
come to a final conclusion as in ch. ii. 36, 
because it was interrupted hy the appre- 
hension of the Apostles. 

Chap. IV. 1—4.] Apprehension and 

IMPRISONMENT OF THE TWO ApOSTLES. 

1.] the priests, i. e. the officiating 
priests, as soon as they were released from 
their duties. — The captain of the temple 
was the chief officer of the Levitical guard 
of the temple. In 2 Macc. iii. 4, we hear 
of the governor of the temple, who appears 
to have been the same officer. the Sad- 
ducees] See note on Matt. iii. 7. Perhaps 
they on this occasion had moved the guard 
and the priests to notice the matter : for 
the statement in the next verse of the 
offence given by preaching the resurrection, 
seems only to refer to them. Compare also 
ch. V. 17. 2.] in Jesus, — not, as A. V., 

‘ through Jesus,' but in the person (or 
example) of Jesus, alleging Him as an 
example of that which the Sadducees de- 
nied : preaching by implication, inasmuch 
as one resurrection would imply that of all, 
the resurrection of the dead. We have a 
similar use of 1 Cor. iv. 6, where 

“w us** means, in the case of myself and 
Apollos. ‘The resurrection through Jesus' 
does not appear on the present^ occasion to 
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belt many of them which heard the word believed ; and 
the number of the men was about five thousand. 

® And it came, to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, 
and elders, and scribes, ® and ® Annas the high priest, and ® johnxlJg: 
Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were 
of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together 
at Jerusalem. 7 And when they had set them in the 
midst, they asked, ^ By what power, or by what name, 
have ye done this ? ^ ® Then Peter, filled with the Holy e Luke xi Jil, 

Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders 
of Israel, ^ if we this day be examined of the good deed 
done to the impotent man, by what means he is made 
whole ; be it known unto you all, and to all the people 
of Israel, ^that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, fch.ui. 6 ,i 6 . 
whom ye crucified, ^ whom God raised from the dead, even e ch- 24. 
by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 

This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the corner. MatL^ua. 
12 i Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is i Matt. 1. 21. 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby J N 
we must be saved. 

Now when they ^ saw the * boldness of Peter and 


^ render, beheld. 

have formed part of their preaching. 

8.] it was now eventide, perhaps, from 
their adjourning the case till the next day, 
the second evening, beginning with the 
twelfth hour ; see Matt. xiv. 15, and note. 

4. the number of the men] The 
Greek word for “ men ” here is that which 
signifies males as distinguished from females. 
But it does not appear whether we are to 
take this strictly as masculine, or more 
loosely, as if it were the more general 
term. Meyer thinks the former: Ols- 
hauscn, that as yet only men attached 
themselves to the church (but see ch. i. 
14) ; De Wette objects to the stricter 
view, that St. Luke does not so reckon, 
ch. ii. 4 (see however Luke ix. 14, and 
cf. the parallel place in Matthew) ; but 
leaves it undecided. The laxer use of this 
stricter term occurs Luke xi. 31, and James 
i. 20. In ch. v. 14, men and women both 
are mentioned as being added to the Lord. 

5—12.] The Apostles examined be- 
FOliE THE SaNHEDEIM. PETEE’S SPEECH. 

6. their rulers, &c.] i. e. the rulers 
&c. of the Jews ; a construction frequently 


* literally, freedom of speech. 

used where there can be little chance of 
mistaking to whom or what the pronoun 
refers. The rulers, elders, and scribes 

together make up the Sanhedrim, or great 
council ; see Matt. ii. 4 ; xxvi. 59 ; ch. v. 
21. 6. at Jerusalem] Why is this spe- 

cified? I believe it merely implies that 
the meeting was not held in the temple, 
but in the city. On Annas and 

Caiaphas, both called high priests, Luke 
hi. 2, — see note there. 7.] By {literally, 

in) what (manner of) power ? of what 
kind w as the enabling cause, the element 
in which, as its condition, the deed was 
wrought?— by (in, see above) what (manner 
of) name, spoken as a word of power ; see 
ch. iii. 6, 16. this,— not the teaching 
(as some think), — nor both the miracle and 
the teaching (as others), but the miracle : 
and that only. 8.] filled with the 
Holy Ghost, i. e. specially, for the oc- 
casion. 10.] whom ye crucified, 

whom God raised ... the copula (and, or 
but) is omitted, to make the contrast more 
Btr^ing. 11.] See Matt. xxi. 42, note. 
13—18.3 Consultation and sentence 
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John, ^^and perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled ; and they ^ took knowledge 
^them, that they ^had been with Jesus, And behold- 
kch.iii.li. ing the man which was healed ^ standing with them, they 
could say nothing against it. But when they had com- 
manded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred 
ijohnxi.47. among themselves, saying, ^ What y shall we do to these 
men ? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by 
mch. ill. 0,10. them is ""manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem ; 

and we cannot deny it. ^7 But that it spread no further 
among the people, let us ^straitly threaten them, that 
nch.v. 4 o. they speak henceforth to no man in this name. "And 
they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all 
nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John 
och.v.29. answered and said unto them, ® Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
‘82®' y®* ^ cannot but speak the things which 

‘^ijohn’iY'a ^"^^^ kave seen and heard. So when they had further 
threatened them, they let them go, finding ^ nothing how 
*• they might punish them, because of the people : for all 

ih!v.*26.*‘ men ® glorified God for ® that which was done. For the 
Bch.iii.7,8. above forty years old, on whom this miracle of 

healing was shewed. 

tch.xii.i2. 23 being let go, Hhey went to their own company, 
and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said 
unto them. And when they heard that, they lifted up 

t render, having also previously known. 

^ render, recognized. * render. Were, 

y letter, must we do. 

* literally, threaten them with threats. 

» render, saw. ^ better, no means. 

® render, were glorying. 

OP THE Sanhedeim. 18.] having pre- added to the inhibition of ver. 18. 
viouBly known, i. e. they did not then per- finding no means] The difficulty with the 
ceive it forthefirst time; this is stated as the Sanhedrim was, to find any means of pun- 
reason for their wonder : not as the A. V. ishing them which should not stir up the 
they recognized them ; their astonish- people. 22.] The circumstance of his 
ment setting them to think, and reminding being more than forty years old both gave 
them that they had seen these men with notoriety to his person as having long re- 
Jesus:— that they (once) were with Jeans, sorted there, and made the miracle more 
18.] in (literally, upon) the name of notable, his malady being more confirmed. 
Jesus ; i. e. so as to make that Name the 28 — 81.] Pkatee of the chtjech 

subject (basis) of their discoursing. theeehpon. 28.] their own oom- 

19 — 22.] The Apostles* answee and pany, i. e. the other Apostles, and possibly 
DISMISSAL. 81r] when they had farther some others assembled with them. Tliere 
toeatenedthem; — i. e. with threats super- is nothing in ver. 31 to mark that only 
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their voice to God with one accord, and said, *Lord, " then uj King. ni. 
art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and all that in them is : who by the mouth of ® ihy 
servant David hast ^ said, * Why did the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine vain things? The kings of the 
earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Christ. ^7 For ^ of a 
truth against * thy holy? child Jesus, ® whom thou hast zSkcL Si. 
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- iohnx.ib. 
tiles, and the people of Israel, were ^ gathered together, 

28 ^for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy comisel deter- 
mined before to be done. 29 ^nd now. Lord, behold their 
threatenings : and grant unto thy ^ servants, ® that with all cK ix%* 7 i. 
boldness they may speak thy word, by stretcliing 
forth thine hand to heal, ^ and that signs and wonders 
may be done ®by the name of ^thy holy 5 child Jesus. lo 

31 And when they had prayed, «the place was shaken fven 27-^’^. 
where they were assembled together; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, ^‘and they spake the word of 

d This is not “ Kyrie^* the usual word for Lord, as in verses 26, 29, hut 
Besyotaf signifying Master. 

® read, our father David thy servant. 

^ read, said by the Holy Spirit. fir render, Servant. 

read, gathered together in this city. 

1 This is the word doulois/* signifying bondservants, not as in verses 
27, 30. 

the Apostles were present on this occasion. ** child f hut Servant, as before, ch. iii. 26. 

24. they lifted up their voice to Jesus, the Servant of Jehovah, is the anti- 
God with one accord] i. e. not, as Meyer type and completion of David, and of all 
supposes, literally all speaking together in other servants of the Lord : what is said 
a known formula of prayer, hut led by of them only partially and hyperbolically, 
some one, and all assenting ; not “ their is said literally and entirely of Him. 
voices/* but their voice : see note on ch. ii. 28.] There is an ellipsis in the thought 
6. thou art God, which hast made] It between the verb to do, and its object 
is an acknowledgment that it was the same whatsoever, &c. : “ to do [as they thought, 
&od, who was now doing these things, that their own counsel ; but really] whatsoever 
had beforetime prophesied them of Christ. Thy hand and Thy counsel determined/* ^ 
27,] The for implies an acknow- thy hand and thy counsel] thy hand in- 
ledgment of the truth of God in the ful- dicates the Power, thy counsel the Wisdom 
filment of the prophecy : Thou art the of God. The Wisdom decreed, the Hand 
God who hast, kc.,for these events have performed. 81.] As the first out- 

happened accordingly. The clause, in pouring of the Spirit, so this special one 

this city, which has been excluded from in answer to prayer, was testified by an 
the text on account of its apparent re- outward and visible sign : but not by the 
dundance, answers to the clause “ on his same sign, — for that first baptism by the 
holy hill of Zion,** Ps. ii. 6. See also Holy Ghost, the great fulfilment of the 
Matt, xxiii. 87 ; Luke xiii. 33. The parts promise, was not to be repeated. It was 
of this verse correspond accurately to those on every ground probable that the 
of the prophecy just quoted. The ap- of the especial present of God would be 

pellation here given to our Lord is not some phaenomenon which would be recog^ 
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God with boldness. And the multitude of them that 
Bom. XT. 5 , believed * were of one heart and of one soul : ^ neither 
Phii\^' 27 - them that ought of the things which he 

iii.^8. ^ possessed was his own ; but they had all things common. 

* great power gave the apostles ^ witness of 
ncb.ii.47. the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and " great grace was 
upon them all. ^ Neither was there any among them 
o ch. ii. 46 . that lacked : ° for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things 
pver. 87 . ch. that werc sold, Pand laid them down at the apostles’ 
qch.il. 46: fcct ; ^ and distribution was made unto every man accord- 
ing as he had need. And Joses, who by the apostles 


was sur named Barnabas, 
son of “consolation,) a 

^ render^ their witness. 

“ better, exhortation. 

nized as such by those present. The idea 
was not derived from profane sources, as 
some would have us believe, but from the 
Scriptures : see Ps. xxix. 8 ; Isa. ii. 19, 21 ; 
xiii. 13 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 19 (especially) ; 
Joel iii. 16 ; Hagg. ii, 6, 7. they were 
all filled with a fresh and renewed out- 
pouring. 

32—37.] The state op the chuech 
AT Tins TIME. This passage forms the 
conclusion of this division of the history, 
and the transition to ch. v. 82.] 

“ Where faith reigns, it conciliates men's 
minds so that all will the same thing. For 
hence comes discord, because we are not 
ruled by this divinespirit of Christ.” Calvin. 
On the community of goods, see note at 
ch. ii. 45. We have the view there taken 
strikingly confirmed here by the expres- 
sions used. No one called (reckoned) any 
thing of his goods (which were still his 
goods*^ not alienated) [to be] his own. 
No one called his possessions his own : 
this shews, says Bengel, that he had not 
altogether in reality renounced the posses- 
sion of them. 83.] The Apostles were 
the specially appointed witnesses of the 
Resurrection, ch. i. 22 : and this their tes- 
timony they gave with power, i. e. with a 
special gift of the Holy Spirit to enforce 
and illustrate, to persuade and dispute on, 
those facts of which their own ex|)erienee 
(see ver. 20) informed them. That the 
Spirit did not inspire them with unbroken 
uniformity in matters of fact, our present 
Gospels, the remnants to us of this very 
testimony, sufficiently witness. Nor was 
thia necessary : each man reported what 


(which is, being interpreted. The 
Levite, and of the country of 

1 render, For neither. 


he had heard and seen ; — and it was in the 
manner of delivering this report that the 
great power of the Spirit was shewn. See, 
on the whole subject, Introduction, ch. i. 
§ 3, 5 ff. great grace, i. e. from God : 
this is better than to understand it great 
favour,” i. e. from the people, which would 
hardly be so absolutely designated. 

34.] For gives a proof of God's grace work- 
ing in them, in that they imparted their 
goods to the poor : see especially 2 Cor. viii. 7. 

the things that were sold] Literally, 
the things which were being sold : — the 
process of selling, as regarded the whole 
church, yet going on, though completed in 
individual cases. 35. at the apostles’ 
feet] This expression is to be literally 
taken. The Apostles probably sat upon a 
raised seat, on the step of which, at their 
feet, the money was laid, in token of reve- 
rence. 86.] Barnabas, in Hebrew 

the son of prophecy,” — and the inter- 
pretation has been generally made good by 
taking the word rendered by the A. V. 
“ consolation,” in the sense of exhortation : 
see ch. xi. 23. a Levite] The Levites 
might possess land at all times within the 
precincts of the Levitical cities : such was 
the case, for example, in Jer. xxxii. 7. At 
the division of the kingdoms, the priests and 
Ijevites all resorted to Ilehoboam in Judah 
(and Benjamin), 2 Chron. xi. 13 ; from 
that time probably, but certainly after the 
captivity, when the Mosaic division of the 
land was no longer accuracely observed, the 
possession of land by Levites seems to have 
been allowed. The whole subject is in- 
volved in some uncertainty : compare Levit. 
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Cyprus, 37 r having land, sold it, and brought the money, 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

V. 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira 
his wife, sold a possession, ^ and kept back part of the 
price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain ach.iy.sr. 
part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 b Peter said, ^ Hiii 

Ananias, why hath ^ Satan filled thine heart to lie to the 
Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land ? 

^ Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ? and after it 
was sold, was it not in thine own power ? why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart ? thou hast not lied unto 
men, but unto God. ^ And Ananias hearing ^ these words dw.!©;!!. 


fell down, and gave up the ghost 

XXV. 32 ff. j Num. xxxv. 1—8; Deut. xii. 
12 ; xviii. 8, al. of the country of 

Cyprus] For the state of Cyprus at this 
time, see notes on eh. xi. 19 ; xiii. 4 — 7. 

Chap. V. 1 — 11.] The histoky of 
Ananias and Sapphira. This incident, 
though naturally connected with the end 
of the last chapter, forms an important 
independent narrative. 1.] Ananias 

signifies in Hebrew, — The clottd of Ood, or 
2 he mercy of Ood. Sapphira is pro- 

bably a Greek name for the precious stone 
sapphire. — The crime of these two is well 
described by Meyer : ^ By the sale of their 
field, and the bringing in of the money, 
they in fact professed to give the whole 
price as a gift of brotherly love to the 
common stock : but their aim was to get 
for themselves the credit of holy love and 
zeal by one portion of the price, whereas 
they had selfishly kept back the other por- 
tion for themselves. They wished to serve 
two masters, but to appear to serve only 
One' 3.] The question implies the 

power of resistance to Satan, and is equiva- 
lent to. Why hast thou allowed Satan to 
fill, Ac. ? 4.] Whiles it remained, did 

it not remain (so literally) thine own ? i. e. 
was it not in thine absolute power ? and 
when sold, was it not (i. e. the price of it) 
in thine own power, to do with it what 
seemed good to thee ? why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart I lite- 
rally, put this thing in thine heart, Dan. 
i. 8 ; Mai. ii. 2. Satan suggested the lie, 
which Ananias ought to have repelled; 
instead of that, he put it in his hearty — 
placed it there where the springs of action 
are, and it passed out into an act. 
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
Qud] This mode of expression, not .... 
but .... is not always an absolute and 
exclusive negation and assertion, see Mark 
VoL. I. 


: and great fear came on 

ix. 37 ; John xii. 44. But here it seems to 
be so, and to imply, ‘Thine attempt to 
deceive was not to deceive us, men ; but to 
deceive the Holy Ghost, — God, abiding in 
His church, and in us its aj)pointed super- 
intendents.* This verse is of weighty doc- 
trinal import, as proving the Deity of the 
Holy Spirit; unless it be held, that the 
Holy Spirit whom (ver. 3) Ananias at- 
tempted to deceive, and God to whom he 
lied, are different. Bengel says, “ This is 
the meaning : Ananias lied to God and His 
Spirit, not to men and Peter. Dare, if thou 
canst, O Socinian, to say, he lied not to 
the Holy Ghost and to Peter, but to God.*’ 
6.] The deaths of Ananias and Sap- 
phira were beyond question supernaiurally 
inflicted by Peter, speaking in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. This is the only honest 
interpretation of the incident. Many, 
however, and among them even Neander, 
attempt to account for them on natural 
grounds, — from their horror at deteciiony 
and at the solemn ivords of Peter. But, 
in addition to all other objections against 
this (sec on ver. 9), — it would make man 
and wife of the same temperamenty which 
would be very unlikely. We surely need 
not require any justification for this ju- 
dicial sentence of the Apostle, filling as he 
did at this time the highest place in the 
church, and acting under the immediate 
prompting of the Holy Spirit. If such, 
however, be sought, we may remember that 
this was the first attempt made by Satan 
to obtain, by hypocrisy, a footing among 
Christ’s flock : and that however, for wise 
reasons, this may since then have been 
permitted, it was absolutely necessary in 
the infancy of the church, that such 
attempt should be at once, itnd with se- 
verity, defeated. Bengel remarks “ That 
severity of punishment which was uifiioto<^ 
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all them that heard ^ these things, ® And the young men 
• johnxii.4o. arose, ® wound him up, and carried him out, and buried 
him. 7 And it was about the space of three hours after, 
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 
8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold 
the land for so much ? And she said. Yea, for so much. 
^ Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed 
Matt, together ^to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ?' behold, the 
feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the 
g ver. 5. door, and shall carry thee out. ^ Then fell she down 

straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost : and the 
young men ® came in, and found her dead, and, carrying 
forth, buried her by her husband. And great fear 
came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard 
these things. 

^ read, it. ® render, when they came in, found. 


on them in the body, might perhaps have 
been spared their souls.^’ and great 

fear came . . . .] “ They that heard these 
things** can hardly be those present, who 
not only heard, but saw : the remark is 
anticipatory, and is in fact equivalent to 
that in ver. 11. 6.] Were these young 

men a class in the congregation accustomed 
to perform such services, — or merely the 
younger men, from whom they would na- 
turally be expected ? Some maintain the 
former; some the latter. We can hardly 
assume, as yet, any such official distinctions 
in the congregation as would mark off 
younger men from the elders, which latter 
are first officially mentioned ch. xi. 30. 
Besides which, we have no such eccle- 
siastical class as these younger men. And 
the use of a ditierent word in the original, 
“ the youths,** in ver. 10, as applying to 
these same persons, seems to decide that 
they were merely the younger members of 
the church, acting perhaps in accordance 
with Jewish custom, — perhaps also on some 
hint given by Peter. wound him up] 
So Ezek. xxix. 5 ; Tobit xii. 13 ; Ecclus. 
xxxviii. 16, wrapped the body up, — pro- 
bably in their own mantles, taken off in 
preparing to carry him out. The context 
will not permit any more careful enfolding 
of the b<^y to bo understood. — The speedy 
burial of the dead, practised among the 
later Jews, was unknown in earlier times, 
see Gen. xxiii. It was grounded on Num. 
xix. 11 ff. The practice was to bury before 
sunset of the same day. The immediate 
burial in this case adds to the probability 
that the young men obeyed an intimation 
the AposUe. . 8.] answered unto 


her, perhaps to her salutation : but more 
probably to that which he knew to be her 
intent in entering in before him. 

BO much, naming the sum : or perhaps 
pointing to the money lying at his feet. 

9. ] To try the omniscience of the 

Spirit then visibly dwelling in the Apostles 
and the church, was, in the highest sense, 
to tempt the Spirit of Qod. It was a saying 
ill their hearts ‘ There is no Holy Spirit \* 
and certainly approached very closely to a 
sin against the Holy Ghost. Peter charac- 
terizes the sin more solemnly this second 
time, because by the wife^s answer it was 
now proved to be no individual lie of a 
bad and covetous man, but a preconcerted 
scheme to deceive God. the feet of 

them ] Not that Peter heard the 

tread of the young men outside (they were 
probably barefooted), but it is an expression 
common in the poetical or lively description 
of the Hebrews, and indeed of all nations 
(see Isa. lii. 7 ; Nah. i. 15 ; Kom. x. 15) ; 
making the member whereby the person 
acts, the actor. I take the words to mean, 
that the time was just at hand for their 
return : see James v. 9. The space of three 
hours was not too long : they would have to 
carry the corpse to the burying-ground at a 
considerable distance from the city, and 
when there, to dig a grave, and bury it. 

shall carry thee out] This word, 
spoken before her death, decisively proves 
that death to have been not a result merely 
of her detection, but a judicial infliction. 

10. ] when they came in : not im- 
plying that they immediately entered, but 
leaving room for some interval of time : 
see above. 
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And ‘by the hands of the apostles were many signs 
and wonders wrought among the people ; and they were H; “ cS;**' 
all with one accord in Solomon’s porch, And ' of the , h**’’'' 
rest durst no man join himself to them : “but the people i john^x.22: 
magnified them. And believers were the more added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women. Inso- 
much that they brought forth the sick into the streets, 
and laid them on beds and couches, "that at the least the 
shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of 
them. There Pcame also multitude out] of the 
cities round about unto J erusalem, bringing ® sick folks, and Js®*" jX’ 
them which were vexed with unclean spirits : and they 
were healed every one. 

the high priest rose up, and all they that p ch.iv. 1,2,0. 


P render, Werc COmillg. 

^ omit, 

12 — 16.] Proghess oe the Faith ; 

MIRACULOUS POWER, AND DIGNITY, OF 

THE Apostles. 12.] they were all, 
i. e. the Apostles only, not all the Chris- 
tians. It does not follow, from the word 
all referring to all the believers in eh. ii. 1 
(see note there), that it necessarily refers to 
the same here also. The Apostles are the 
subject of the paragraph : and it is to set 
forth their unanimity and dignity that the 
description Is given. They are represented 
as distinct from all others, believers and 
unbelievers (both which I take to be in- 
cluded under the term the resC*) x and 
the Jewish people itself magiiitied them. 
The further connexion see on ver. 14. 
Solomon’s porch] See ch. iii. 11 j John x. 
23, note. 13.] the rest : i. e. all else, 
whether believers or not : none dared to 
join himself to, as being one of, or equal to, 
them : but (so far was this from being the 
(‘.ase that) the very multitude magnified 
them. 14.] And (these clauses are not 
parenthetical, but continue the description 
of the dignity of the Apostles) the result 
of this was, that believers were the more 
added to the Lord, multitudes of men and 
women. 16.] This verse now takes 

up afresh the main subject of w. 12 
and 13, the glorification of the apostolic 
ofSce, insomuch that It is con- 

nected not only with the multitude mag- 
nifying them, but also with ver. 12. 
into the streets] literally, down [the] 
streets, i. e. in the line of the streets. 
the shadow of Peter] As the greatest, in 
pre-eminence and spiritual energizing, of 
the Apostles. Now especially was fulfilled 


^ render, the. 

® render, But. 

to him the promise of Matt. xvi. 18 (see 
note there) : — and even the shadow of the 
llocJc (Isa. xxxii. 2, Ileb., and K. V., spoken 
primarily of His divine Master) was sought 
for. We need find no stumbling-block in 
the fact of I’l^ter’s shadow having been 
believed to be the medium (or, as is surely 
implied, haring been the medium) of work- 
ing miracles. Cannot the * Creator Spirit’ 
work with any instruments, or with none, 
as pleases Him ? And what is a hand or a 
voice, more than a shadow, except that the 
analogy of the ordinary instrument is a 
greater help to faith in the recipient ? 
Where faith, as apparently here, did not 
need this help, the less likely medium was 
adopted. — See, on the whole, ch. xix. 12, and 
note : and remark that only in the case of 
our Ijord (Luke viii. 46 and parallel places) 
and His two great Apostles in the New Test., 
— and of Elisha in the Old Test., have we 
instances of this healing virtue in the mere 
contact with or accessories of the person. 
But what a fertile harvest of superstition 
and imposture has been made to spring 
out of these scanty examples ! 16.] 

Observe, that the sense is, that ‘ the mul- 
titude, &c., was coming together to Jeru- 
salem, bringing, &c., — and all such were 
healed :* viz. when the next incident, 
which forms a contrast to this waxing 
prosperity of the Church, happened. 

17 — 42.] Imprisonment, miraculous 

LIBERATION, EXAMINATION BEFORE THE 

Sanhedrim, and scourging of the 
Apostles. 17. the high priest] 

Annas, — ch, iv. 6, and note on Luke iii. 2. 
row op is not redundant, but implies 

2 
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were with him, which is the sect of the Sadducees, and 
qLukcxxi.ia. were filled with ^indignation, ‘land laid their hands on 
the apostles, and put them in ^ the common prison. 
rch.^xiL7: 19 But ^ ^ t/w augcl of the Lord by night opened the prison 
doors, and brought them forth, and said, 20 Qq, stand and 
sJohnji-os! speak in the temple to the people® all the words of this 
ijohnv.ii. 21 when they heard that, they entered into the 

tch.iv.6,6. temple y early in the morning^ and taught, ^ But the high 
priest came, and they that were with him, and called the 
council together, and all the senate of the children of 
Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 

But when the oflScers came, and found them not in the 
prison, they returned, and told, saying, The prison 
truly found we shut all safety, and the keepers 

standing ivithout\ before the doors : but when we had 
opened, we found no man wdthin. Now when [1* the 
“y ® high priest and] “ the captain of the temple and the chief 

t literally, zeal ; or jealousy. ^ literally, public Custody. 

* render, an. y render, at the break of day. 

* render, in all security. omit. 

^ omitted hy most of our oldest authorities. ® render, priest. 


heiny excited by tlie popularity of the 
Apostles, and on that account commencing 
a course of action hostile to them. 
thought he ought to be quiet no longer.^' 
Bengel. “He was roused to action by 
what had been done.^^ Chrysostom. To 
suppose that the High Priest ‘ rose up ’ 
after a council held is far-fetched, and 
against the following words, wliich point to 
the kindling zeal of men first stirred up to 
action. they that were with him; 
(see ch. iv. 13 ; xix. 38 ; xxii. 9.) — Not the 
members of the Sanhedrim : but the friends 
and kindred (ch. iv. 6) of the High Hriesi : 
see ver. 21. which is the sect of the 
Sadducees] which is implies more than 
who were: — the movement extended 
through the whole sect. On the sect of 
the Sadducees, see Matt. iii. 7, note. Jose- 
phus also shews that the family of Annas, 
if not he himself, were connected with the 
sect of the Sadducees. They (see ch. iv. 
1, note) were the chief enemies of the 
Apostles, for teaching the resurrection. 

20.] all the words of this life, an 
unusual expression, seems to refer to the 
peculiar nature of the enmity shewn to- 
wards them by the Sadducees, for preaching 
the resurrection unto life : as if it were said, 
* all the words of this which they 

in question. Or perhaps the expression 


may import, that the religion of Jesus had 
its issue in life. A similar expression, 
**the xcord of this salvation,^* occurs ch. 
xiii. 26. See also Rom. vii. 24. The de- 
liverance, here granted to all the Apostles, 
was again vouchsafed to Peter in ch. xii., 
and is there related more in detail. It is 
there a minute touch of truth, that he 
should mistake for a dream (ver. 9) what 
he saw : having lain so long in prison, and 
his mind naturally dwelling on this his for- 
mer miraculous liberation. 21.] at the 
break of day: see Luke xxiv. 1 margin. 

The high priest came to the ordinary ses- 
sion-chamber in the Temple, on the south 
side of it, and therefore, if the Apostles were 
teaching in Solomon*s porch (ver. 12), not 
in their immediate vicinity. Perhaps the 
words, which imply that the summons was 
not issued till after the arrival of the High 
Priest and his friends, may point to a 
meeting of the Sanhedrim hurriedly and 
insufficiently called, for the purpose of 
‘ packing * it against the Apostles. If so, 
they did not succeed, see ver. 40 ; perhaps 
on account of the arrival of some who had 
been listeners to the Apostles’ preaching. 

all the senate] Probably the elders, 
including perhaps some who were not 
members of the Sanhedrim; the well- 
known foes of Jeisus and his doctrine. 
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priests heard these things, they doubted ^ of them, where- 
unto this would grow. 25 e Then came one and told them, 
saying,'] Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are 
standing in the temple, and teaching the people. 26 Then 
went the captain with the officers, and brought them 
without Tiolence, *for they feared the people, lest they 
should have been stoned. 27 And when they had brought 
them, they set them before the council: and the high 
priest asked them, 28 sapng, y^Did not we straitly com- ych.iv.is. 
mand you that ye should not teach in this name ? and, 
behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, ^ and Ik? v if ‘ 

intend to bring this man’s ^ blood upon us. 29 Then Peter a watt. xxm. 
and the \} other] apostles answered and said, ^ We ought to 


d render, concerning. 

^ omit. 

S Many of our oldest authorities read, 
&C., without a question. 

The expression, the senate of the children 
of Israel, common in the LXX, is perhu})s 
translated from the form of words in whi(;h 
they were summoned. 24.] the priest, 
if genuine (and the varieties of reading 
seem to have arisen from the difficulty it 
has occasioned), must d(>signate the High 
Priest j not tliat the word itself can bear 
the meaning (compare 1 Macc. xv. 1 and 
2), but that the context points out the 
priest thus designated to he the High 
Priest. On the captain of the temple, 
see note ch. iv. 1. He appears to have 
been summoned to meet the Sanhedrim, 
perhaps as the offence had taken place 
within his jurisdiction. But he was pro- 
bably one of the chief priests. These 
latter were the titular High partly 

those who had served the office, partly the 
presidents of the twenty -four courses, partly 
the kindred of the High IViest (see Matt, 
ii. 4). concerning them] i.e. ‘cow- 
cerning the Apostles* the persons men- 
tioned in ver. 22 : not ‘ these words,* as 
would appear at first sight. where- 

nnto this would grow, i. e. to what this 
would come, is the correct translation 
of the original ; not, as some have main- 
tained, ‘ how this had come about :* nor, 

* what was the meaning of this* 26.] 

The clause, lest they should have been 
stoned, depends upon “ brought them tcith- 
out violence;* not upon *for they feared the 
people.** 28.] “ They ought to have 
enquired first. How did ye escape ? But 
as if nothing had happened, they ask them, 
saying kc.** Chrysostom. The same shy- 


® render, And onc came. 

We straitly commanded you that 


ness of open allusion to the names or facts 
connected with Jesus and the spread of 
his doctrine may be traced in the words 
“ this name,** and “ this man*s blood,** and 
is a strong mark of truth and circumstan- 
tiality. — The High Priest will not name 
Jesus : Peter names and celebrates Him.” 
Bengel. to bring this man^s blood 

upon us] Not meaning that divine ven- 
geance would come on them for the murder 
of Jesus ; but with a stress on us — that 
the people would be incited to take ven- 
geance on them, the Sanhedrim, for that 
murder. Tlie preceding clause, “ye have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,** shews 
this to be their thought. Compare the 
pointed address of Peter to the Sanhedrim, 
ch. iv. 8 — 12, and the distinction between 
them and the people in iv. 21.— This being 
so, the resemblance between this expression 
and the imprecation of the people in Matt, 
xxvii. 25 must not be too closely pressed, 
though the coincidence is too striking to 
escape notice. 29.] Peter, by word of 
mouth ; the Apostles, as a body, by absent, 
implied in his own utterance and their 
silence. There is no occasion to insert 
“ other;* as done in the A. V. — This de- 
fence of Peter divides itself into the pro- 
positions of an ordinary syllogism — (1) The 
statement of the general truth that we 
must obey Ood rather than men : (2) The 
reduction of the present circumstances 
under that general truth, as being the 
work of the God of their Fathers — shewn 
in his having raised and glorified Jesus, 
for a definite purpose, to give, &c. — (3) The 
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God rather than men. of our fathers 

'‘5m!‘io“Goi. raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and * hanged on a tree. 
iu.^3, urt- 3 j ^nim hath God exalted with his right hand be] 
Hell: il: 10. Prince and Saviour, ^ for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And ^we are his wit- 
^ nesses of these ^ things ; and so is also the Holy Ghost,. 

??ph''l! 7 .'^' ^ whom God hath given to them that obey him. ^ When 


1 John XV. 2e, 27. k ch. U. 4 ; X. 44. 

^ omit. 

identification of themselves with the course 
of action marked out hy the duty of ohey^ 
ing Ood rather than 'men ... in that they 
were bearing witness to God’s work, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit given 
them as men obedient to God. — The whole 
is a perfect model of concise and ready 
eloquence^ and of unanswerable logical 
coherence \ and a notable fulfilment of the 
promise “ it shall be given you in that hour 
what ye shall speak ” (Matt. x. 19). 

We ought to obey] Much stronger than 
their former saying in ch. iv. 19, whether 
it he right .to hearken unto you more 
thar^ unto Ood, judge yef — as their con- 
duct, in persisting after prohihitiony had 
been more marked and determined. That 
was a mere ‘ listening to ’ the proposition 
then made to them ; this, a course of de- 
liberate action, chosen and entered on. 
to obey God — opposed to the words your 
doctrine of the High Priest ; and to his 
designation of our Lord as this man. In 
the background, there would be the com- 
mand of the angel, ver. 20 : hut it is not 
ulleged ; the great duty of preaching the 
Gospel of Clirist is kept on its highest 
grounds: 30. The God of our fathers] 

Thus binding on Christ and his work to 
the covenant whereof all present were par- 
takers. ye, emphatic ; answering to 

the emphatic ** upon us” of the High 
Priest. on a tree (or, beam of wood)] 
Compare the similar contrast in ch. iii. 14, 
16. The manner of death is described 
thus barely and ignominiously, to waken 
compunction in the hearers, to w’hoin the 
expression w^as well known as entailing 
curse and disgrace on the victim. 

81.] with (not to) his right hand, as in 
ch. ii. 83, where see note. The great aim 
here, as there, is to set forth God as the 
Doer of all this. a Prince and a 
Saviour, not, *tohe 2 i. Prince and a Saviour: * 
but the words are the predicate of Him — 
at a Prince and a Saviour. a Prince] 
as in ch. iii. 15, which see. and a 
Saviour] Jesus was to be King and Captain 
ef Israel, and aUo their Samour, The two 


1 oh. ii. 87 1 vii. 51. 

^ literally y WOrds I see note, 

offices, though inseparably connected in 
fact, had each its separate meaning in 
Peter’s speech : a Prince — to whom you owe 
obedience — a Sainour, by wdiom you must 
be saved from your sins. for to give, 

in his Kingly prerogative ; repentance and 
remission of sins, to lead to salvation by 
him as a Saviour. — Tlie key to this part of 
the speech is Luke xxiv. 47 — 49, where we 
have, in our I^ord’s command to them, the 
same conjunction of repentance and re- 
mission of sins, — and immediately follows, 
as here, ** ye are witnesses of these things,” 
appointing them to that office which they 
were now discharging, — and, parallel with 
the mention of the Holy Ghost in our text, 
there follow^s there, “ And heholdy I send 
the promise of my Father upon you.” By 
conjoining the Holy Ghost, as a witness, 
with themselves, — they claim and assert 
the promise of John xv. 26, 27 : see also 
the apostolic letter of ch. xv. 28. When 
we remember, liow much of the apostolic 
testimony was given in writingy as well as 
hy word of mouth, this declaration of Peter 
becomes an important element for judging 
of the nature of that testimony also. See 
a very similar conjunction, 1 John v. 9. — 
They were God’s witnesses, in the things 
which they had seen and heard as men : 
the PLoly Qhost in them was God’s Wit- 
ness, in purifying and enlarging hy His 
inspiration that their testimony to facts, 
and in unfolding, from (and as inseparable 
from) these witnessed facts, — the things 
which eye hath not seen nor ear heard. 
And in the Scripture these same tes- 
timonies are conjoined ; that of the Apos- 
tlesy holy men under the guidance and 
reminiscence of the Holy Spirit, faithfully 
and honestly reporting those things which 
fall under human observation : and that of 
God the Spirit Himself testifying, through 
them, those loftier things which no human 
experience can assure, nor human imagina- 
tion compass. 32. things] literally, 

words : meaning, histories, things ex- 
pressed in wor^i : see note on Luke i. 4. 
to them that obey him] He doea 
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they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took 
counsel to slay them, j Then stood there up one in the 
council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, “cb.xxsus. 
had in reputation among all the people, and commanded 
to put the apostles forth a little space ; and said unto 
them. Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye 
intend to do as touching these men. For before these 
da3^s rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody ; 


J render^ But 

not “ to us” which might make an 
unreal distinction between the Apostles 
and the then believers, and an implied ex- 
clusion ot the hearers from this gift, — but 
generally, to all that obe;^ by this 

word recalling the opening of the speech, 
and binding all together. So that the 
sense of the whole is, ‘ We arc acting in 
obedience to God, and for the everlasting 
good of our common Israel : and otherwise 
we cannot do.* And a solemn invitation is 
implied, * Be ye obedient likewise* It is 
remarkable that a similar word, were 
obedient to the faith” is used of the mul- 
titude of converted priests, ch. vi. 7. 

33.] When they heard that, they were 
cut asunder (so literally : i. e. in heart). 

34.] Gamaliel (see Num. i. 10; 
ii. 20) is generally, and not without 
probability, assumed to be identical with 
the celebrated Rabban Gamaliel, also en- 
titled the old many* one of the seven, to 
whom, among their Rabbis, the Jews give 
this title Rabban, a wise and enlightened 
Pharisee, the son of Rabban Symeon (tra- 
ditionally the Symeon of Luke ii. 25) and 
grandson of the famous Hillel. His name 
often appears in the Talmud, as an utterer 
of sayings quoted as authorities. He died 
eighteen years before the destruction of 
the city. He was the preceptor of St. Paul 
(ch. xxii. 3). Ecclesiastical tradition makes 
him become a Christian, and be baptized 
by Peter and John, and in the Clementine 
Recognitions, he is stated to have been at 
this time a Christian, but secretly. The 
Jewish accounts do not agree, which 
make him die a Pharisee, with much 
more probability. Nor is the least trace 
of a Christian leaning to be found in 
his speech : see below on ver. 39. And 
considering that he was a Pharisee, op- 
posing the prevalent faction of Sad- 
duceism in a matter where the Resurrec- 
tion was called in question, — and a wise 
and enlightened man opposing furious and 
unreasoning zealots, — considering also, that 
when the anti-pharisaical element of Chris- 
tianity was brought out in the acts and 


there stood. 

sayings of Stephen, his pupil Saul was 
found the foremost persecutor,— we should, 
I think, be slow to suspect him of any 
favouring of the Apostles as followers of 
Jesus. (See particulars respecting Gamaliel 
collected in Coiiybeare and Howson’s St. 
Paul, edn. 2, vol. i. p. 69, f.) He does not 
here appear as the president of the Sanhe- 
drim, but only as a member. to put 
the apostles forth, i. e. to cause them to 
withdraw. They arc recalled in ver. 40. 

35.] The words as touching these 
men may be joined either with take heed 
to yourselves, or with what ye intend to 
do. The latter would give the more usual 
construction : and seems the more probable 
of the two. 36.] A great chronological 
difficulty arises here. Josephus relates, 
that when Cuspius Fadus was Procurator 
of Judma, an inq)ostor named Theudas 
persuaded a very great multitude to break 
up their households and follow him to the 
Jordan, in expectation that he would divide 
the river for them to go over. He then 
relates how Fadus sent a squadron of horse 
against him, killing many of his followers, 
and taking many prisoners, and bringing 
his head to Jerusalem. But this was in 
the reign of Claudius, not before the 
year A.p. 44: and consequently at least 
twelve years after this speech of GamalieTs. 
On this difficulty I will remark, that we 
are plainly in no position (setting all other 
considerations aside) to charge St. Luke 
with having put into the mouth of Ga- 
maliel words which he could not have 
uttered. For Josephus himself, speaking 
of a time which would accord very well 
with that referred to by Gamaliel, viz. the 
time when Archelaus went to Rome to 
be confirmed in the kingdom, says, “Mean- 
time numerous seditional movements took 
place among the Jews, many men feeding 
their own ambition by the enmity of the 
Jews against the Romans, and breaking 
out in acts of war.** And among these 
there may well have been an impostor of 
this name. But all attempts to identify 
Theudas with any other leader of outbreaks^ 
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to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined 
themselves : who was slain ; and all, as many as obeyed 
him, were scattered, and ^ hrought to nought. After 
this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the 
1 taxing, and drew away [“ mnch~\ people after him : he 
also perished ; and all, even] as many as obeyed him, 
were dispersed. And now I say unto you, Refrain 
nProv.xxi.80. from thcsc men, and let them alone ; for if this counsel 

Isa. viu.lO. 

oSexYus! or this work be of men, it will come to nought ; ^9 jf 
er ^ God, ye cannot overthrow it ; lest haply ye be 
ix.6:ixiii. found even '^to fight against Ood. And to him they 


^ render^ Came. 

omitted hy our oldest authorities. 
® render^ IS \ see note. 

mentioned by Josephus have failed to con- 
vince any one except their propoiindcrs. 
See them quoted in my Greek Test. The 
assumption of Josephus having misplaced 
his Theudas is perhaps improbable; but 
hy no means impossible, in an historian 
teeming with inaccuracies. All we can 
say is, that such impostors were too fre- 
quent, for any one to be able to say that 
there was not one of this name, which was 
by no means uncommon, at the time spe- 
cified. It is exceedingly improbable, con- 
sidering the time and circumstances of the 
writing of the Acts, and the evident super- 
vision of them by St. Paul, the pupil of 
Gamaliel, that a gross historical mistake 
should have been here put into his mouth. 

about four hundred hardly agrees 
with Josephus’s words above, “ a very 
great multitude,*^ which may mean even 
more, the greatest part of the multitude : 
and this confirms the idea that difterent 
events are pointed at in the two accounts. 
But the Jewish historian speaks very 
widely about such matters ; see note on ch. 
xxi. 38. 37.] The decided words, 

after this man, fix beyond doubt the place 
here assigned to Theudas. The revolt 
of Judas, and the occasion of his revolt 
are related by Josephus. It arose on the 
mission of Quirinus to enrol the inhabitants 
of Judaea. They took it quietly at first, 
but afterwards rose in revolt under Judas 
as their leader. He says he was a Gaulon- 
ite, from a city named Gamala, and in 
returning to the mention of him as the 
founder of the fourth sect among the Jews, 
he calls him ** Judas of Galilee.^* Prom 
the above citation it is plain that this 
enrolment was that so called beyond all 
others, under Quirinus : see Luke ii. 2 and 


1 render, enrolment. 

^ omit. 

P render, to figbt against God also. 

note. His revolt took a theocratic character, 
his followers maintaining, as Josephus tells 
us, that God teas the only ruler and master. 
His end is not related by Josephus, 
were dispersed] Strictly accurate — for 
they still existed, and at last became active 
and notorious again, under Menahem, son 
of Judas the Galiltean, as Josephus also re- 
lates. 38.] if it be of men ... if it is of 
God: implying by the first, perhaps, the 
manifold devices of human imposture and 
wickedness, any of which it might be, and all 
of which would equally come to nought, — 
and, on the other hand, the solemnity and 
fixedness of the divine j)urposc hytheindica- 
five mood, which are also intimated by the 
present tense, ye cannot. — Or perhaps the 
indicative mood is used in the second place, 
because that is the case assumed, and on 
which the advice is founded. At all events, 
the distinction ought to be prescribed, which 
it is not in our A. V. this counsel] The 

whole plan — the scheme, of which this work, 
the fact underyourpresent cognizance, forms 
a part. 39.] He warns them, lest they 
be found opponents not only to them, but 
also to God : — ‘ even,* in A. V., does not 
give the sense. — As regards Gamaliel’s ad- 
vice, we may remark that it was founded 
on a view of the issues of events, agreeing 
with the fatalism of the Pharisees : that 
it betokens no leaning towards Christianity, 
nor indeed very much even of w^orldly 
wisdom; — but serves to shew how low 
the supreme council of the Jews had sunk 
both in their theology and their political 
sagacity, if such a fallacious laissez-aller 
view of matters was the counsel of the 
wisest among them. It seems certainly, 
on a closer view, as if they accepted, from 
fear of the people (see ver. 26), this oppor- 
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agreed: and when they had ** called the apostles, and 
beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak Mark ^111.9. 
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they 
^departed from the presence of the council, 

® that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for ^ his 
name, And daily ^n the temple, and ^ in every house ^ il^riv ta 
'^they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus ^ Christ, tJi?:ii.46. 

YI. ^ 1 And in ^ those days, when the number of the ach.iL4p ??'. 
disciples was ^multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the 

Grecicf/is against the Hebrews, because their widows were 
neglecte^l ‘^in the daily ministration. ^ Then the twelve 
called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, 


^ ‘tender, departed rejoicing. 

^ render, bccause. 

^ render, ill the houseS *. see eh. ii. 4(). 

render, the Christ : i, e. as the Christ, 
y render, But. 

^ render, multiplying. 

^ render, Grecian Jews, or Hellenists. 


^ omit. 

^ render, the Name. 


^ render, theSC. 


tuaity of compromising tlie matter, which 
CTr#*maliel had designedly aftbrded them. 

40. when they had .... beaten 
them] See Deut. xxv. 2, — for disobedience 
to their command. 41. the Name] 

Not **his Name,*’ as A.V., nor ‘Hhis Name” 
(as others), but the Name, par excellence, 
viz. of Christ. So the term the Name ” 
is used Levit. xxiv. 11. 16. 42.] On 

in the houses sec note, cli. ii. 46. 

Chap. VI. 1 — 7.] Election of seven 

PERSONS TO SVPEBINTEND THE DISTBIBH- 
TION OF ALMS. 1.] But, in contrast 

to the former entire unity of the church : 
introducing that great and important 
chapter in her history, of Judaizing di- 
visions, which from this time onward dis- 
quieted her. in these days] See ch. 
i. 15: — but not necessarily as there, ‘within 
a very few days :* the expression is quite 
indefinite. Some time must have elapsed 
since ch. iv. 32. The Hellenists were 
the Grecian Jews : not only those who 
were themselves proselytes, nor only those 
who came of families once proselytized, — but 
all who, on account of origin or habitation, 
spoke Greek as their ordinary language, 
and used ordinarily the LX X version. — The 
Hebrews were the pure Jews, not neces- 
sarily resident in Palestine (for example, 
St. Paul, who was “ an Hebrew, descended 
from Hebrews,^^ Phil. iii. 5. See also 2 
Cor. xi. 22), — nor necessarily of unmixed 
Jewish descent, else the words of St. Paul 
just cited would hardly have conveyed an 


additional distinction, — but rather distin- 
guished by language, as speaking the Syro- 
CUialdaic, and using the Hebrew Scriptures. 

were neglected] literally, overlooked. 
The use of this appropriate word shews, 
I think, that Olshausen^s supposition, that 
the term, their widows, implies all their 
poor, is not correct. Those j)oor who could 
attend for themselves and represent their 
case, were served : but the widows, who re- 
quired more searching out at their own 
houses, were overlooked. And this because 
the Apostles, who certainly before this had 
the charge of the duty of distribution, being 
already too much occupied in the ministry 
of the Word to attend personally to it, had 
entrusted it apparently to some deputies 
among the Hebrews, who had committed 
this oversight. It has been shewn by 
Hiscoe, that the Hellenistic Jews were 
held in low estimation by the Hebrews. 

in the daily ministration] Some 
have argued from this, that there must 
have been ‘ deacons ^ before ; and that 
those now elected (see below on their names) 
were only for the service of the Hellenistic 
Jews. But I should rather believe that 
the Apostles had as yet, by themselves or 
by non-official deputies, performed the 
duty. The ministration spoken of was the 
daily distribution of food : see on ver. 2. 

2.] the multitude of the disciples, 
— i. e. ‘the whole number of disciples in Jeru- 
salem summoning a general meeting of 
the church. How many they were in 
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dExod.iTui. d'lt ig not ^reason that we should leave the word of God, 
eDotit. 1 . 15 . and serve tables. ® Wherefore, brethren, 'look ve out 
fxim.iu.r. among you seven men of honest report, full of the ^ Holy 
Ohost and wisdom, whom we ® may appoint over this 
fch.il. 42. business. But we ^will give ourselves continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 

o And the saying pleased the whole multitude : and 
(rch.xi.24. they chose Stephen, ® a man full of faith and of the Holy 
hch.v^i..% Ghost, and ^Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
1 nev.ii.o, 18. Timon, and Parmenas, and ^ Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch : 

® render y our pleasure. 

^ Most of our ancient authorities ready Spirit. ® ready will. 

number at the time, is not said. Clearly — but in the higher of faith, the root 
the 120 names of ch. i. 15 cannot be meant, of all Christian virtues ; see ch. xi. 24. — 
It is not our pleasure] Not, it is Of these seven, Stejihen and ^Philip (ch. 
not reasonahlPy as Beza, Calvin, and the viii. 5, 26, 40 ; xxi. 8) only are elsewhere 
A. V, The meaning of the original word mentioned. On the idea of Nicolas having 
is always as above. leave the word founded the heretical sect of the Nicolai- 

of God] For to this it would come, if the tans, liev. ii. 6, 15, see note there. From 
Apostles were to entiuire into, and do jus- his being called a proselyte of Antioch, 
tice in, every case of asserted neglect. some have argued that he only was a prose- 

Serve tables] It is a question, whether lyte, and none of the rest ; some that all 
this expression import the service of dis- were proselytes, — but the rest, of .lerusa- 
tributiug money — or that of apportioning lem. But neither inference seems justified ; 
the daily public meals. The latter seems rather I should say that the addition simply 
to me most probable, both on account of imports that he became better known than 
the word ** daily** above, and of the usage the rest, from the very circumstance per- 
of the word ministration. That both kinds haps of Antioch having been afterwards 
of tables may be meant, is possible ; but so important a spot in the Christian 
hardly probable. 3. look ye out] The history (ch. xi. 19, note). — These names 
similarity to Gen. xli. 33 may be noticed, are all Greek : but we cannot thence infer 
and seems to shew that the look ye out of that the seven were all Hellenistic Jews : 
the A. V. is the right rendering. the Apostles Philip and Andrew bore Greek 

Beven men] Some have supposed a re- names, but were certainly not Hellenists, 
ference to the number of nations of There does appear however, in the case of 
which the Hellenistic Jews would per- these two Apostles, to have been a con- 
haps he composed : some, to 7000, to nexion with Greeks of some sort, see John 
which number the believers would by xii. 20 — 22. Possibly, though Hebrews , 
this time amount : some, to the mystic they may not have been descended from 
number seven, so common in Jewish Hebretos (see above on ver. 1), but sprung 
writings ; — but the best remark is Light- from intermarriage with Hellenists. And 
fboCs: — *why seven were to be chosen, let so these seven may have been partly He- 
him say, who has boldness to make the brew's, though their names seem to indicate, 
guess.* — Some present consideration of and their office would appear to require, 

convenience probably regulated the number, that they were connected with Hellenists, 

over this business (or duty)] The and not likely to overlook or disparage 

duty (see above) was, not that of ministering them. Tlie title of * deacons * is nowhere 
to the Hellenistic Jews only, but that of applied to these seven in Scripture, nor 
superintending the whole distribution. does the word occur in the Acts at all. 

4.] the ministry of the word, in opposition In 1 Tim. iii. 8 ff. there is no absolute 

to the ministry, or serving, of tables. “This identification of the duties of deacons with 
is the noblest portion of the work, which those allotted to these seven, but at the 
no bishop can delegate to another, as be- same time nothing to imply that they were 
ing himself occupi^ in more important different. The universal consent of all 
matters.** Calvin. 6.] full of faith, — Christian writers in regarding this as the 
not in the lower sense of ‘truthfulness,* institution of the office of deacons should 
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® whom they set before the apostles : and wTien they had 
prayed, * they laid their hands on them. 7 And ” the word 
of God increased ; and the number of the disciples multi- ii.u? "'.‘m. 
plied in Jerusalem greatly ; and a great ^ co7npany ” of the 
priests were obedient to the faith. njohnxii.43. 

® And Stephen, full of % faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. ^ ^ Then there 
arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the 
synagogue of the Libertines, and C}n'enians, and Alex- 

^ render, multitude. & read, grace. ^ render. But. 


not be overlooked : but at the same time 
we must be careful not to imagine that we 
have here the institution of the ecclesi- 
astical order so named. The distinctness 
of the two is stated by Chrysostom plainly, 
whose opinion is that these are not to be 
confounded with any -ecclesiastical order, 
but were merely appointed for tlie purpose 
then in hand. So also (Ecumenius. But 
that tlie subsequent office of deacon was 
founded upon this appointment, is very 
probable. The only one of these seven 
who appears in the subsequent history (ch. 
xxi. 8) is called “ Philip the Prangelist,** 
probably from the success granted him as 
recorded in ch. viii. 12. In these early 
days titles sprung out of realities, and 
were not yet mere hierarchical classifica- 
tions. 6.] they had, viz. the Apostles. 
Their office of giving themselves to prayer 
is here specially exercised. — The laying on 
of hands, the earliest mention of which is 
connected with blessing only (Gen. xlviii. 
14), was prescribed to Moses as the form 
of conferring office on Joshua, Nuni. xxvii. 
18, and from that time was used on such 
occasions by the Jews. From its adoption 
by the Apostles, it has ever been the 
practice of the Christian church in ordain- 
ing, or setting apart her ministers. It was 
also used by the Apostles on those who, 
having been baptized, were to be fully en- 
dowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit : 
sec ch. viii. 17; xix. 6, and Heb. vi. 2. 

7.] And, i. e. on this measure being 
completed; as would be the case, seeing 
that these seven were not only servants of 
tables, but men full of the Holy Ghost and 
of wisdom ; — and we soon hear of the part 
which Stephen bore in the work. a 

great multitude of the priests] The number 
of priests who returned from Babylon, Ezra 
ii. 36—39, was 4289: and the number would 
probably have much increased since then. 
No evasion of the historian’s assertion is to 
be attempted, as has been done by some 
Commentators. — At this time was probaWy 


the culminating point of popularity of the 
church at Jerusalem. As yet, all seenuMl 
going on prosj)erously for the conversion 
of Israel. The multitude honoured the 
Apostles : the advice of (himalicl had 
moderated the opposition of the Sanhe- 
drim : the priests were gradually being 
won over. But God’s designs were far 
diflerent. At this period another great 
element in the testimony of tlie church is 
brought out, in the person of Stephen, — 
its protest against Pharisaism. This 
arrays against it that powerful and zealous 
sect, and henceforward it finds neither 
favour nor tolerance with either of the 
parties among the Jews, but increasing 
and bitter enmity from them both. 

8 — Ch. VTI. 60.] The accusation, 

DEFENCE, and MAKTYRDOM OE STEPHEN. 

8 . ] This is the first instance of any, 
not an Apostle, working signs and wonders. 
I’he power was perhajis conferred by the 
laying on of the Apostles’ hands ; though, 
that having been for a special purpose 
merely, and the working miracles being 
a fulfilment of the promise, Mark xvi. 17, 
18, to believers, I should rather refer the 
power to the eminence of Stephen's faith. 

full of grace, i. e. divine grace (not 
‘ favour with the people ’) : the eflccts of 
which, the miracles, were called gifts of 
drace {charismata, Trom charis, grace). 

9. ] The word Libertines is rightly 
explained by Chrysostom to mean, the 
freedmen of the Roman.s. Philo speaks of 
a large district of Rome beyond the Tiber 
as inhabited by Jews, who were mostly 
freedmen that had originally been brought 
in captivity to Italy. Tacitus relates under 
A.D. 19, that a decree of the senate passed, 
to banish to Sardinia four thousand liber- 
tines or freedmen, who were infected with 
Jewish and Egyptian superstitions, and 
the rest were ordered either to abjure their 
religion or to leave Italy. In this Jose- 
phus agrees, relating a story as one of its 
causes, in which Ida, a freed woman, was 
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andrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing 
jji- ■15. ^ith Stephen. And ® they were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. p Then they 
piKingB^xL suborned men, ^ which said, We have heard him speak 
xivi.58.6o. blasphemous words against Moses and \y- against] God. 

And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought 
him to the council, and set up false witnesses, i which 
said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
qch.xiv.8. against ^this holy place, and the law: 1^‘ifor we have 
r Dan. lx. 26 . beard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy 
this place, and shall change the customs which Moses 
delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking 
stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of 
an angel. 

^ render, tO say. ^ omit, 

1 Many ancient authorities read, the holy place. 


the agent of the mischief. Here then we 
have abundant reason for numbers of 
these Jews of libertine race having come 
to Jerusalem, being among the rest, who 
were ordered to quit Italy : and what 
place so likely a refuge for Jews as Jerusa- 
lem ? — Those who tind a difficulty in this 
interpretation suppose them to have been 
inhabitants of Libertuin, a town in proper 
or proconsular Africa, from which we 
find a bishop of Libertuin sitting in the 
synod of Carthage in 411. But none of 
their suppositions will bear examination, 
and the best interpretation is the usual one 
— that they were the descendants of Jewish 
freedmen at Home, who had been expelled 
by Tiberius. — There is no difficulty in their 
having had a synagogue of their own : for 
there were 460 or 480 synagogues at Jeru- 
salem. Cyrenians] See ch. ii. 10, 

note. Alexandrians] Two of the five 
regions of Alexandria were inhabited by 
Jews. It was also the seat of the learning 
and philosophy of the Grecian Jews, which 
was now at its height. This metropolis 
of the Hellenists would certainly have a 
synagogue in Jerusalem. I understand 
three distinct synagogues to be meant, not- 
withstanding the somewhat equivocal con- 
struction, — and the words ** which is called^* 
only to apply to the unusual term “ Liber- 
tines^* Cilicia was at this time a 

Homan province, the capital being the 
free city of Tarsus, see note on ch. ix. 11. 
— Asia, — not exactly as in ch. ii. 9, where 
it is distinguished from Phrygia, — here and 
usually in the Acts implies proconsular 


Asia, a large and important Roman pro- 
vince, including Mysia, Lydia, Caria, and 
Phrygia — known also as “ Asia this side 
of the Taurus** 11.] Neander well 

remarks that this false charge, coupled 
with the character of Stephen’s apologetic 
speech, shews the real character of his 
arguments with his opponents : — that he 
seems to have been the first who plainly 
set forth the transitory nature of the law 
and temple, as compared with the per- 
manence of the latter and better covenant, 
thus being in a remarkable manner the 
forerunner of St. Paul. 12.] the 

people, — that by means of the popu- 
lar feeling they might act upon the elders 
and scribes, the members of the Sanhe- 
drim. came upon him] The same 
persons, — acting now by the authority of 
the Sanhedrim; Saul, among those from 
Cilicia, being, as is afterwards (ch. vii. 58) 
implied, among the foremost, — came upon 
him, and seized him. 13. false wit- 

nesses] The falsehood of their witness con- 
sisted, as in the similar case of our Lord, 
in taking Stephen’s words out of their con- 
text, and misrepresenting what perhaps in 
so many words he had actually said. 
this holy place] The temple : see Matt, 
xxiv. 15; ch. xxi. 28. 15.] It is a 

question with regard to this verse, Does it 
relate any supernatural appearance, glori- 
fying the face of Stephen , — or merely de- 
scrifo the calm and holy aspect with which 
he stood before the council ? The minority 
of commentators suppose the latter; and 
certainly the foregoing description of 



THE ACTS. 


689 


yil. 1, 2. 

VII. 1 “ Then said tJm high priest. Are thtese things so ? 

2 And he said, ® Jfen, brethren, and fathers, hearken J a ch, xiii. 1. 
The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, 

^ render, But the high priest said. 

^ render, Brethren : ch. i. 16. 


Stephen would lead us to infer, that there 
was something remarkahly striking in his 
appearance and demeanour, which over- 
awed his adversaries. But both from the 
plain language of our text, well understood 
among the Jews to signify supernatural 
brightness, and from the fact that in St. 
Luke^s own narrative we have supernatural 
brightness associated with angelic appear- 
ances more than once (see Luke ii. 9 ; ch. 
xii. 7), I should be inclined to think that 
the face of the martyr was lighted up with 
a divine radiance. That the effect on 
those present was not such as to prevent 
the examination proceeding, is no argu- 
ment against this view : in the very mild- 
ness of the question of the High Priest 
which follows, 1 see the trace of some un- 
usual incident exercising an influence over 
him. Chrysostom explains well the effect 
on the council : “ God seems to me to have 
made him beautiful to look at, perhaps to 
prepare the way for his speech, and that 
he might immediately strike them with 
his look. For there is, yea there is, in 
faces full of spiritual grace that which is 
lovely to those that love them, and strikes 
awe and fear into those that hate them. 
Or perhaps the Evangelist mentions it to 
account for their tolerating his speech. 
For what answer does the High Priest 
make ? Do you see, how mildly and un- 
reproachfully he puts his question 
Chap. VII. 1.] On the High PriesPs ques- 
tion, see Chrysostom just quoted. — It is 
parallel with Matt. xxvi. 62, but singularly 
distinguished from that question by its 
mildness : see above. 2 — 63.] Stephen’s 

DEFENCE. In order to understand this 
wonderful and somewhat difficult sjMiech, 
it wiU be well to bear in mind, (1) that 
the general character of it is apologetic, 
referring to the charge made against him : 
but (2) that ill this apology, forgetting 
himself in the vast subject which he is 
vindicating, he every where mixes in the 
polemic and didactic element. A general 
synopsis of it may be thus given : (1) He 
shews {apologetically) that, so far from 
dishonouring Moses or God, he believes, 
and holds in mind, God’s dealings with 
Abraham and Moses, and grounds upon 
them his preaching ; that, so far from 
dishonouring the temple, he bears in mind 
its history and the sayings of the prophets 


respecting it ; and he is proceeding, — when 
(interrupted by their murmurs — or inatten- 
Hon ? but see note, ver. 51) he bursts forth 
into a holy vehemence of Invective against 
their rejection of God, which provokes his 
tumultuary expulsion from the council, and 
execution. (2) But simultaneously and 
parallel with this apologetic procedure, ho 
also proceeds didactically, shewing them 
tliat a future Prophet was pointed out by 
Moses as the final Lawgiver of God’s 
people, — that the Most High had revealed 
His 8j)iritual and heavenly nature by the 
prophets, and did not dwell in temple.s 
made with hands. And (3) even more re- 
markably still does the polemic element run 
through the speech. “ It is not I, hut YOU, 
who from the first times till now have re- 
jected and spoken against God.” And this 
element, just appearing ver. 9, and again 
more plainly vv. 25—28, and again more 
pointedly still in ver. 35, becomes dominant 
in vv. 39 — 44-, and finally prevails, to the 
exclusion of the a})ologetic and didactic, in 
vv. 51 — 53. — That other connected pur- 
poses have been discovei’ed in the speech, 
as, for example, that so ably followed out 
by Chrysostom, of shewing that the cove- 
nant and promises were before the law, 
and sacrifice and the law before the temple, 
— is to be attributed to the wonderful depth 
of words uttered like these under the im- 
mediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
presenting to us, from whichever side they 
are viewed, new and inimitable hues of 
heavenly wisdom. Many of these will be 
brought out as we advance. — The question, 
from what probable source St. Ijuke de- 
rived his report of this speech, so pecu- 
liar in its character and citations as to 
bear, even to the most prejudiced, decisive 
evidence of authenticity, can be only con- 
jecturally answered : but in this case the 
conjecture can hardly be wrong. I have 
discussed the point in the Introduction to 
the Acts, ch. i. § 2. 12 (a). 2. Bre- 

thren (men who are brethren), and fathers] 
So Paul, ch. xxii. 1, before a mixed assem- 
bly of Jews. The brethren would embrace 
all : the fathers would be a title of respect 
to the members of the Sanhedrim, in this 
case, but hardly in ch. xxii. 1. The 

God of glory] Not equivalent to the glorious 
God, but the God of (i.e. who possesses 
and manifests Himself by) glory, viz. the 
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when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 
bGcn.xiLi. Sand said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall 
cG«i.^xK8i: shew thee. ^ Then ® came he out of the land of the 
Chaldsoans, and dwelt in Charran : and from thence, when 
his father was dead, ^he removed him into this land, 
dGen.xij.7: whercin ye now dwell. ^ And he ffave him none in- 
8 xxvfs ■ heritance in it, no, not so much as to set ms foot on, ° P yet 


® letter f for perspicuity y God. 

Shecliinah, or divine appearance, see Exod. 
xxiv. 16, 17, and ver. 65. — The words our 
father decide notliing as to Stephen’s 
genuine Hebrew extraction. Any Jew 
would thus speak. before be dwelt in 
Charran] This was the Jewish tradition, 
though not asserted in Genesis. Thus 
Philo, having parajJirased the divine com- 
mand, says, “For this reason Abraham is 
said to have made his first move from the 
land of the Chaldceans to that of the Char- 
rajans.” But he accurately distinguishes 
between the divine command^ which he 
obeyed in leaving Chalda?a, and the vision 
afterwards, adding a reason after his man- 
ner, why God could not be seen nor ap- 
prehended by him while he was yet a Chal- 
da?an and an astrologer. The fact of his 
having left Ur by some divine intimation 
is plainly stated in Gen. xv. 7, and referred 
to in Neb. ix. 7. It was surely both natu- 
ral and allowable to express this first com- 
mand in the well-known words of the 
second. Charran] So the LXX for 

Haran, Gen. xi. 31, &c. ; 4 Kings xix. 12 ; 
Ezek. xxvii. 23. It is in Mesopotamia, and 
is celebrated in Roman history as Carrhse, 
where happened the defeat and slaughter 
of Crassus by the Parthians. It lay on an 
ancient road, in a large plain surrounded 
by mountains ; it was still a great city in 
the days of the Arabian caliphs. 

4. when big father was dead] 1 n Gen. xi. 
26, we read that Torah lived 70 years and 
begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran; in xi. 
32, that Terah lived 205 years, and died in 
Haran ; and in xii. 4, that Abram was 75 
years old when he left Haran. Since then 
70 added to 75 makes 145, Terah must 
have lived about 60 years in Haran after 
Abram’s departure. — It seems evident, that 
the Jewish chronology, which Stephen fol- 
lows, was at fault here, owing to the cir- 
cumstance of Terah ’s death heing mentioned 
Gen. xi. 32, before the command to Abram 
to leave Haran ; — it not having been ob- 
served that the mention is anticipatory. 
And this is confirmed by Philo having fallen 


P render^ and. 

into the same mistake, and stated the re- 
moval of Abraham from Haran, in almost 
these same words, to have been after his 
father’s death. It is observable that the 
Samaritan Pentateuch, in Gen. xi. 32, for 
205, reads 145, which has most probably 
been an alteration to remove the apparent 
inconsistency. — The subterfuge of under- 
standing the spiritual death of Terah, who 
is, as a further liypothesis, supposed to 
have relapsed into idolatry at Haran, 
appears to have originated with the Rabbis, 
on discovering that their tradition was at 
variance with the sacred chronology. They 
have not been without followers in modern 
Christendom. Sec in my Greek Testament 
instances of unworthy treatment of the 
assertion in the text in order to evade 
the difficulty. The way in which it has 
been met by some commentators, viz. 
that we have no right to assume that 
Abram was born when Terah was 70, but 
may regard him as the youngest son, would 
leave us in this equally unsatisfactory posi- 
tion : — Terah, in the course of nature, 
begets his son Abram at 130 (205 minus 
75) : yet this very son Abram regards it as 
incredible that he himself should beget a 
son at 99 (Gen. xvii. 1, 17) ; and on the 
fact of the birth of Isaac being out of the 
course of nature, most important Scrip- 
tural arguments and consequences are 
founded; cf. iv. 17—21; Heb. xi. 11, 12. 
We may fairly leave these commentators 
with their new difficulty : only remarking 
for our instruction, how sure those are to 
plunge into hopeless confusion, who, from 
motives however good, once begin to han- 
dle the word of God deceitfully. 

God removed him] In these words Stephen 
clearl}’^ recognizes the second command, to 
migrate from Haran to Canaan : and as 
clearly therefore made no mistake in ver. 2, 
but applied the expressed words of the 
second command to the first injunction. 

5. gave him none inheritance in it] 
There is no occasion here to wrest our text 
in order to produce accordance with the 
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he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, 
and to his seed after him, when [4 as yet] he had no child. 

^ And God spake on this wise, ®That his seed should eoen. it, la, 
sojourn in a strange land ; and that they should bring 
them into bondage, and entreat them evil ^four hundred fErod.iii.4o. 
years. " Ana the nation to whom they shall be in 
bondage will I judge, said God : and after that shall they 
come forth, and ^ ^ serve me in this place. ^ And he gave p Rxod. m. 12 . 

. Oh Gen. xvii. 0, 

him the covenant of circumcision : ^aiid so Abraham begat i c52n! xxi. 2 , a. 
Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day ; ^ and Isaac k Gen, xxv. 26. 
begat Jacob; and ‘Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. i Gen.xx^x. si. 

^ And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into 
Egypt : “ ® hut God was with him, and delivered him ”'4?i?, pi’, 
out of all his afflictions, °and gave him favour and wisdom " 
in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt ; and he made him 
governor over Egypt and all his house. pNow there p 
came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, 
and great affliction : and our fathers found no sustenance. 

^But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, 

he sent out our fathers first, ^ and at the second time ' 

Joseph was made known to his brethren : and Joseph's 

kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. ^^'®Then sent s gou. iiv. 9 , 

27. 

Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and ‘all his ‘ x ‘ 2 ^' 
kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. So Jacob went "Gen.xivi.s. 

^ not expressed in the original. E render^ Worship. 

® render^ and. 

history. Tlie field which Abraham bought ver. 8. so, i. e. ‘ in this new covenant 

for the burial of his dead surely did not state — or, ‘ in fulfilment of the promise of 
comeunder the description of aw seed implied in the above words.* In this 

nor give him any standing as a possessor in word so lies hid the germ of the subsequent 
the land. 6, 7.] A free citation from teaching of the Holy Spirit by St. Paul, 

the IjXX, with the words, and they shall Gal. iii. 9.] Here we have the first 

worship me in this place” adapted and hint of the rebellious spirit in Israel, which 
added fi*oin Exod. iii. 12. The shifts of the progress of the history brings out. 
some commentators to avoid this plain fact 10.] Observe the simple coupling of the 
are not worth recounting : but again, the clauses by and, as characteristic of this 
student who would not handle the word of speech. favour and wisdom] favour, 

God deceitfully should be here and every so that he was acceptable to Pharaoh (see 
where on his guard against them. — The reff.) : and wisdom, so that Pharaoh con- 
round number, 400 years, given here and suited him, and followed his suggestion, 
in Genesis, is further specified Exod. xii. especially in the important case recorded 
40, as 430. (See Gal. iii. 17, and note.) Gen. xli. 38. he made him] viz. 

7. ] said God is inserted by Stephen Pharaoh : a change of subject. 14. 
in passing from the narrative form {^^his threescore and fifteen souls] In the Hebrew 
seed”)' mto the direct I will judge”), text, Gen. xlvi. 27; Exod. i. 5; Deut. x. 

8. ] On the institution of circum- 22, seventy souls are reckoned, viz. sixty - 
cision, it is called a covenant f Gen. xvii. six born of Jacob, Jacob himself, Joseph, 
10, and fhe immediate promise of that and his two sons bom in Egypt. So also 
covenant is contained in the same chapter, Josephus. But the LXX, whom Stephen 
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down into Egypt, ^and died, he, and our fathers, and 
X * were carried over into Sychem, and laid in ^ the sepul- 

yGen.'xxiji. ^hrc that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons 
i 6 :xxxui. Emmor the fathef\ of Sychem. ^7 But '^when * the 

z Gen. XV. 18 . . I , .1 

ver.o. time ol the promise drew nigh, which (iod ^had sworn to 
“ Exod. i. 7^, 8 , Abraham, ®the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 
24 , 25 . 18 another king arose, which knew not Joseph. The 

same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil entreated 
bExod.i.22. fathers, ^so that they cast out their young children, to 
c Exod. ii. 2. the end they might not live. ® In which time Moses 
d ueb. xi. 28. born, and ^ was 7 exceeding fair, and nourished up in 
® his father’s house three months : and ® when he was cast 

out. Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him 
for her owm son. 22 Moses was * learned in all the 

^ not expressed in the original. ^ render^ according as. 

* render, SWOre. y literallg, fair Ullto God : see note. 

^ render, for perspicuity, instructed *. see note. 


follows, insert in Gen. xlvi. 20 an account 
of the children and grandchildren of Ma- 
nasseh and Ephraim, five in number : and 
in ver. 27 read thus : “ And the sons of 
Joseph, who were horn to him in the land 
of Egypt, were nine souls. All the souls 
of the house of Jacob, which entered with 
Jacob into Egypt, were seventy five :** — 
reckoning, as it appears, curiously enough, 
among the sons of Joseph, Joseph himself, 
and his wife Asenath ; for these are require<l 
to make up the nine, according to their 
ver. 20. And similarly in Exod. i, 5, and 
in some copies in Deut. x. 22. With re- 
gard to the various attempts to solve the 
difficulty, see in my Greek Testament. 

16.] were carried over, viz. he and our 
fathers, not the latter only, — as some com- 
mentators have suggested, to evade part of 
the difficulty of the verse. — The facts, as 
related in the Old Testament, were these : 
Jacob, dying in Egypt, was (Gen. i. 13) 
taken into the land of Canaan, and buried 
in the cave of Macpelah, before Mamre 
(^on the rest of the verse see below) : Joseph, 
dying also in Egypt, was taken in a coffin 
(Gen. 1. 26) at the Exodus (Exod. xiii. 19), 
and finally buried (Josh. xxiv. 32) at She- 
chem. Of the burial of the other patriarchs 
the sacred text says nothing, but rather 
by the specification in Exod. xiii. 19, leaves 
it to be inferred that they were buried in 
Egypt. Josephus, Antt. ii. 8. 2, relates 
that they were taken and buried in Hebron, 
and adds, ** of whom the graves are shewn 
even to my time in the fortress Hebron, of 
vejyr beanti^l marble, and sumptuously 


wrought.” The Rabbinical traditions re- 
jwrt them to have been buried in Sychem : 
and Jerome, relating the pilgrimages of 
l*aula to the sacred places, says, “ She 
passed by Sychem, and turning aside there 
saw the sepulchre of the twelve patriarchs.” 
These traditions probably Stephen fol- 
lowed ; and, in haste or inadvertence, 
classed Jacob with the rest. that 

Abraham bought] The burying-place 
which Abraham bought was not at Sychem, 
but (Gen. xxiii. 3— 20) at Hebron, and was 
bought of Ephron the Hittite. It was 
Jacob who (Gen. xxxiii. 19) bought a field 
where he had ])itched his tent, near Sychem, 
of the children of Hamor, Shochein’s 
father: and no mention is made of its 
being for a burying-place. The two inei- 
dents are certainly here confused ; and no 
ingenuity of the commentators has ever de- 
vised an e.scape from the inference. 1 have 
mentioned a few such attempts in my 
Greek Testament. 17.] according as, 
i. c. ‘in proix)rtion as/ not ** when,” as 
A. V, 20. fair unto God (so lite- 

rally)] Tlie expression here seems borrowed 
fi'om tradition : Jose})hu8 calls the infant 
Moses “ a child of divine beauty.” Philo 
says, “The child at its very birth pre- 
sented an appearance of beauty greater 
than that of ordinary men.” 22 .] 

The word “ learned,” in our A. V. liere, is 
u.sed in its older meaning of “ taught,” us 
in the Prayer-book version of the Ps. cxix. 
66, “Learn me true understanding and 
know'ledge.” This meaning having now 
become obsolete, the word here is misun- 
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wisdom of the Egyptians, and was ^mighty in words and 
in deeds. g And when he was full forty years old, it 
came into his heart to visit his brethren the ® children of 
Israel. And seeing one of them\ suffer wrong, he 
defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and 
smote the Egyptian : for he supposed his brethren would 

have understood how that God by his hand would deliver 
them: but they understood not. ^ChAnd the next day 
he shewed himself unto them as they strove, and [® would 
have'\ set them at ^ one again, saying, [® ye are 

® brethren ; why do ye wrong one to another ? ^7 But he 

that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, 

*Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? Wilt 
thou kill me. as thou diddest the Egyptian yesterday ? 

2^^ ^ Then fled Moses at this sa}dng, and was a stranger in 
the land of Madian, where he begat two sons. * And 1 Ezodl^. 3. 

when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in 
the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord'] in a 

^ render t SOnS. ^ not in the original, 

® omit, ^ literallgy peace. 

® Uterallg, men brethren. 


derstood to mean learned, i. e. erudite^ ac^ 
complistied. It should therefore be altered 
into “instructed/* That Moses was in- 
structed in the wisdom of the Egyptians, is 
not found in the Old Testament, but derived 
from tradition, and following as a matter 
of course from his adopted station as the 
son of Pharaoh*s daughter. This wisdom 
of the EggptianSf celebrated by so many 
ancient writers, consisted mainly in natural 
philosophy, medicine, and mathematics, — 
and its teachers were the priests, 
mighty in word#] So Josephus calls Moses 
admirably persuasive in haranguing multi- 
tudes, but late in his course, during the 
journey through the wilderness:— when the 
divine Spirit, as the book of Deuteronomy 
abundantly testifies, had tunied his ‘ slow'- 
ness of speech * into the most fervid elo- 
quence. That he was so thus early, during 
his Egyptian course, was probably reported 
by tradition, but hardly seems to agree 
with Exod. iv. 10 — 16. 23. full forty 

years old] The text of Exod. ii. 11 has 
only “ when Moses was grown** The exact 
age was traditional. 24.^ the Egyptian, 
from the historj' being so universally known, 
that the agent of the wrong would be 
readily supplied. 25.] Here we have 

a^in the resistance to the Holy Spirit 
bmted: see ver. 51, and note on ver. 2. 
VOL. I. 


26. ] unto them, two of them, taken as re- 
presenting his brethren the children of 
Israel. Not, “ he tcotild have set them at 
peace,’* as our A. V. : this explanation is 
not needed : — the act, on Moses* part, was 
complete ; but, he set them at peace. 

27. ] The further progress of resistance to 

the Spirit on the part of Israel. 29. 

Madian (or -am)] Winer supposes this 
Madian to have lM?en a nomad detachment 
of the more settle<l Midianites, — which at 
that time was encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Sinai and Horeb. For Jethro, 
Moses* father-in-law, is not found there 
in Exod. xviii. 1 ff., but comes to visit 
Mases from a distance. See also Num. i. 
29 ff. two sona] Exod. ii. 22 ; iv. 20 ; 
xviii. 3. SO. when forty years were 

expired] This follow's from the tradi- 
tion of ver. 23, combined with Exod. vii. 
7. The Rabbinical books said that “ Moses 
lived in Pharaoh’s palace forty years, and 
in Midian forty years, and then ministered 
to Israel forty years,” mount Sina] 

Horeh, Exod. iii. 1. But both were points 
of the same mountain range, and the 
names were convertibly used. In Exod., 
Levit., and Num., the law is said to have 
been given from Sinai ; in Deut. from 
Horeh, ‘ The desert of Mount Sina * is the 
desert in which Mt. S. is situated. So 

Z z 
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flame of fire in a bush, When Moses saw it, he wondered 
at the sight : and as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the 
Lord came unto him, saying, "'lam the God of thy fathers, 
the God of Abraham, and [® the God of~\ Isaac, and [® the 
God o/] Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold. 

” Then said the Lord to him, Put ofi‘ thy shoes from thy 
feet : for the place where thou standest is holy ground. 
oExod.iii.7. 34 t 0 j have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people 
which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and 
am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will 
send thee into Egypt. This Moses whom they refused, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? ^the same 
** ig*“Vura. ^ ^ ruler and a deliverer p by the hand 

qErod%ii.4i: of tho angel which appeared to him in the bush. ^ ^ He 
brought them out, ^ after that he had ^ slmvcd wonders and 
xiy. Pa.cT. gigjjg ^he land of Egypt, ® and in the Red Sea, ‘and in 
^ i7.V 2ji‘ 1 ' the wilderness forty years. ^7 This is that Moses, which 
uiJixjT.xviu. said unto the ^children of Israel, "A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
y Exod.xix.8, me[; '^^him shall ye hear]. ^^^This is he, that 


® omit. ^ letter^ This Moses. 

8 ^ read, hath God sent. ^ not in the original, 

' render, shewing. ^ render, SOns. 

^ omitted hy many ancient authorities. 


‘the Peak of Derbyshire/ originally no 
doubt some single hill, has come to mean 
the whole district in which that hill is 
situated. an angel] Here, as continu- 
ally in the Old Testament, the angel bears 
the authority and presence of Ood Himself : 
which angel, since God gieeth not JJis 
glory to another, must have been the great 
Angel of the covenant, the “ Angel of the 
Face ** of Isa. Ixiii. 9, “ the Angel of His 
Fresencef — the Son ov God. See below 
on ver. 63.— Stier remarks, that this 
second appearance of God, to Moses (see 
ver. 2), intrtxluces the legal dispensation, 
as the first, to Abraham, the patriarchal. 

32.] The order of Exod. iii. 6, is 
here somewhat varied. The command to 
put off the shoe was given on the approach 
of Moses, and before these words were 
spoken. 83.] See Josh. v. 15. Put- 

ting off* the sandals was a mark of reverence. 
The priests performed all their ministra- 
tions barefooted. The Arabs to this day 
continue the practice : they always enter 
their mosques barefooted. 34. 1 have 
leen, 1 have aeen (literally, seeing I saw)] 


Tills is the emphatic way of expression in 
the Hebrew. 36.] The words, this 

Moses, are repeated emphatically again and 
again, to impress on them God’s choice of 
one whom they rejected. whom they 

refused, ver. 27. The rejecter of Moses 
there is regarded as the representative of 
the nation : see note on ver. 26. In this 
express mention of the rejection of Moses 
by the Jews, and his election and mission 
by God, the parallel of Jesus Christ is no 
doubt in Stephen’s mind, and the inference 
intended to be drawn, that it does not 
follow that God kejects those whom they 
BEJECTED. — The difficulty of hath God 
sent has caused it to be altered into the 
historic tense, “ did God send.** But the 
perfect tense sets forth not only the fact 
of God’s sending Moses then, but the en- 
durance of his mission till now— him hath 
God sent : with a still closer reference than 
before, to Him whom God had now exalteil 
as the true Ruler and Deliverer, see ch. 
V. 31. 37.] See ch. iii. 22, notes. 

Our text has probably been altered to agree 
verbally with the former citation. 
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was in the ^church in the wilderness with *the 
which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our 
fathers: “who received the ^ oracles to give unto aEx^.x»y. 
us : to whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust 

him from them, and in their hearts turned back again ^ 
into Egypt, saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go cExod.xxxii. 
before us : for as for this Moses, which brought us out of 
the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 

^ And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacri- 
fice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own ® £zek. xz. 26, 
hands. Then ® God turned, and gave them up to wor- 
ship ^the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of 
the prophets, ^ 0 ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me 
slain beasts and sacrifices [o the space of] forty years in 


^ literally, assembly. ^ render, living. 

® 7iot in the original. 


38.] Tliat Moses conversed with botli the 
Angel of the covenant and our fathers, 
implies that he was the mediator hetween 
them, as indeed the words, who received 
the living oracles, more plainly declare. 

The word rendered the church 
means, probably, the assembly held (Exod. 
xix.) for the promulgation of the law at 
Mt. Sinai, not Hhe Church^ generally. 
Dr. W^ordsworth observes on the m{‘aning 
which the words “ the Church in the wilder- 
ness” carry for the student of Christian 
prophecy, Rev. xii. 1 — 6 . living 

oracles, see reff. not ‘ life-giving still less 
to be understood ^ given viva voce* 

89.] Another instance, brought home 
again by the words onr fathers, of rejection 
of Ood*s appointed messenger and servant. 

they turned back in their hearts to 
Egypt ; not ‘ they wished to return to 
Egypt* of which in Exod. xxxii. there is no 
trace (but later, in Num. xiv. 4), and which 
would hardly suit the term to go before 
US; but ‘they apostatized in heart 
to the Egyptian idolatries.' The very 
title by winch Aaron proclaims his idol, is, 
* These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt,' 
Exod. xxxii. 4. See also Neh. ix. 18. 

40. gods to go before us] As God had done 
in the pillar of the cloud and fire. The 
plural is not put for the singular, but is 
used categorically : not perhaps without 
implying also, that the only two religions 
were, the worship of Jehovah, and that of 
idols, a multitude. The plural is used by 
Aaron, see above. — In the opprobrious 
term, this Motes, may be implied, as Meyer 


suggests, ‘who was the strong opponent 
of idolatry.' 41. they made a calf] 

apparently in imitation of Apis, a bull 
wor8hipp(^ at Memphis as the living 
symbol of Osiris, The ox was a common 
symbolic form of idols in the Kast ; it was 
one of the cherubic fonns, Ezek. i. 10 ; and 
the most recent discoveries at Nineveh 
liave brought to light colossal bulls. Sir 
Gardiner Wilkinson thinks the golden 
calves of Israel to have been imitations of 
Mnevis, a bull kept at Heliopolis as a 
living symbol of the sun. Jeroboam after- 
wards set up golden calves at Bethel and 
Dan, and with the same proclamation : see 
1 Kings xii. 28. 42. God turned] i. e. 

God, who luui hitherto watched over them 
for good, now provoked hy their rebellion, 
changed, and delivered them up to their 
own ways. gave them up — not 

^suffered them d all these explainings away 
of the strong expressions of Scripture be- 
long to the rationalistic school of interpre- 
ters (which is not modern merely; even 
Chrysostom has here “ Ee permitted 
them **) : it was a judicial delivering up, 
not a mere letting alone, see Rom. i. 24, 
26, 28. to worship the host of 

heaven] This fact is not mentioned in the 
I'entateuch, but may refer to the worship 
of Baal. In after- times we have frequent 
traces of star worship : see 2 Kings xvii. 
16 ; xxi. 3, 5 ; xxiii. 4, 5 ; Jer. xix. 13 ; 
Zeph. i. 5. See also Deut, iv. 19 ; xvii. 3 ; 
Job xxxi. 26. The book of the pro- 
phets, regarded as a whole, contained this 
prophecy. The citation is from the LXX* 

1 should take the question here as a re- 

2 
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the wilderness ? ^ Tea, ye took up the tabernacle of 
Moloch, and the star of Pyoiir god Hemphan, figures 
which ye made to worship them : and I will carry you 
away beyond Babylon. Our fathers had the tabernacle 
^ S?;°^xvr8o. of witness in the wilderness, as he ha(f\ appointed, 

Heb.viii.B. __ . - - _ n ^ 1 . T 

kN^h-Sgl' unto Moses, “that he should make it according 

uxviiLBs! to the fashion that he had seen. ^ ^ Which also our 
iijSam.ivi. 1 . fathers ^that came after brought in with ^ Jesus ^into the 
possession of the Gentiles, ^whom God drave out before 
a*i\iii«i Till, the face of our fathers, unto the days of David; ‘who 
SSiu’.Ml' found favour before God, and desired to find a taber- 

P Many ancient authorities ready the god 

9 omit, 

* render^ inheriting. 

^ render^ at their taking possession. 

* render, asked permission. 

proach, implying that God docs not receive have nothing but conjecture to inform us. 
as offered to Him, sacriffces in which He The most likely opiiiion has been that of 
has been made to share with idols : — it is Kircher, who maintains it to be a Coptic 
not true that ye offered to Me (but no word, signifying the planet Saturn, and 
stress on Me) sacrifices, &c. : ‘I regard it answering to the Arabic *Kewan.' 
as never having happened.’ 43.] The The prophecy, both in the LXX and 
answer by God himself : Yea, ye took up, Hebrew, has Damascus. But the JulJiLment 
i. e. carried about with you, (not My taber- of the prophecy would make it very natural 
nacle as your sole or chief holy place, but) the to substitute that name which had become 
tabernacle (literally the portable tent for the inseparably associated with the captivity, 
image. We read of the sacred tent in the 44. the tabernacle of witness] In 

Carthaginian camp) of Moloch &c. Stephen opposition to the tabernacle mentioned : 
was not the sole dishonourer, if a disho- but also in pursuance of one of the great 
fiourer, of the holy place — their fathers had aims of the speech, to shew that holiness is 
done it before. Moloch] So the LXX : not confined to locality or building. This 
the Heb. has Malchem, * of your Icing* part of his subject Stephen now enters on 
Moloch was the PhoDiiician Saturn : his more particularly. — The words, “ the taber- 
image was of brass with the head of an ox, nacle of witness f are the LXX rendering of 
and outstretched arms of a man, hollow ; the word in Num. xvi. 18, 19 &c., which the 
and human sacrifices (of children) were A. V. renders ‘ the tabernacle of the as- 
offered, by laying them in these arms and sembly,’ or ‘ congregation.’ the 

heating the image by a fire kindled within, fashion] This is another contrast : it is the 
The rigid prohibitions of the worship of same word as that rendered “ figures ” in 
Moloch (Lev. xviii. 21 ; xx. 2 — 5) were ver, 43. 46.] inheriting, succeeding 

openly transgressed by Ahaz, 2 Kings xvi. to its custody and privileges. at (or 

8; by Manasseh, ib. xxi. 6 ; see also xxiii. ‘in') their taking possession] The term is 
10 j Jer. vii. 81 ; xxxii. 35. In the king- used of that final and settled possession 
dom of Israel this abomination had been which Israel took of the land, not of that 
long practised, see 2 Kings xvii. 17 ; Ezek. transitory possession from which the Gen- 
xxiii. 37 . We find traces of it at Carthage tiles or nations were driven out. The martyr 
among the Phoenicians, among the Cretans combines rapidly a considerable period, 
and Rhodians, and the Assyrian colonists during which this taking possession and this 
at Sepharvaim, 2 Kings xvii. 31. expulsion was taking place (for it was not 

the star of your god Bemphan] For this complete till the time of David) in order to 
word, Rephan or Remphan, the Hebrew arrive at the next great event of his history, 
has Chiun :** but what the meaning of the substitution of the temple of Solomon for 
either this or Remphan (the word is very the tabernacle, 46. asked permission] 
variously read in our MSS. Rempham, See 2 Sam. vii. 2 AT., in which this request 
Rompha, Rofa, Refia, Rephan, &c.) is, we is made through Nathan the prophet, and 


^ render, who Spake. 
t render, Joshua. 
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nacle for the God of Jacob. Solomon built him® 

an house. Howbeit ° the most High dwelleth not IvIKt.' 
in y temples made with hands ; as saith the prophet, o j 
49 p Heaven is my throne, and earth is * my footstool : “i; 
what house will ye build me ? saith the Lord : or what is ^ ** 

^ 86; xziii. 22. 

the place of my rest ? ^ Hath not my hand made all 

these things ? Ye ^ stifihecked and ^ uncircumcised in ** jga“ vinA 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as 
your fathers did, so do ye. ® Which of the prophets 
^ have not your fathers perseeuted ? and they ® have slain " 
them which shewed before of the coming: of Hhe Just 85: xxiU.S4, 

r\ r' ^ 87. 1 Theii. 

One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and mur- tih.ui.u. 

y read, things. * literally, the footstool of my feet. 

* render. Did not my hand make. 

^ render, did not youT fathers persecute. ® render, slew. 

at first conceded by Nathan, though after- Prof. Hackett, in his commentary on the 
wards, on a revelation made from God, Acts : and I cannot but think it far the 
denied : — not ‘ desired,* as A. V. The vow most probable. “ Henceforward he is borne 
(a species of prayer) here referred to, is de- along by vehemence in his discourse. His 
fined by the expression ‘^find a tabernacle,** approaching death gave him great boldness 
to be that mentioned Ps. cxxxii. of speech : for of this I believe him to have 

48.] But, though Solomon built Him an been fully aware.^' Chrysostom, 
house, ioe are not to suppose, for all that, stiffnecked and uncircumcised] Words and 
that He is confined to earthly spots. figures familiar to the prophets in speaking 

as saith the prophet] Wc have in substance of the rebellious Israel: sec, besides the 
the same declaration by Solomon himself references, Deut. ix. 6, 13; Neh. ix. 16: — 
at the dedication of his temple, 1 Kings Deut. x. 16; xxx. 6. See also Horn. ii. 
viii. 27; see also the beautiful prayer of 29. and ears] I should hardly 

David, 1 Chron. xxix. 10 — 19. The cita- think of any allusion to Ps. xl. 6, — because 
tion is freely from the LXX. — The student the LXX have rendered ‘ mine ears hast 
will not fail to be interested- in observing thou opened ^ by ‘‘ a body hast thou pre^ 
the apparent reference to this declaration pared me** ye do always resist the 

in Stephen's apology, by St. Paul, eh. xvii. Holy Ghost] Apparently a reference to Isa. 
24. 51.] 1 do not think there is any Ixiii. 10. The instances as yet had been 

occasion to suppose an interruption from confined to their fathers: now he has 
the audience to have occasioned this out- arrived at their own times. The two are 
break of holy indignation. At each sepa- taken up again in the next verse, 
rate recital (w. 9, 25, 35, 39 ff.) he has 62. Which of the prophets] See Matt, xxiii. 
dwelt, with continually increasing fervour, 34 ff. : 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16 : where the same 
on the rebellions against and rejections of general expressions are used of their perse- 
Ood by His people. He has now brought cuting the prophets. Such sayings are not 
down the history to the establishment of to be pressed to the letter, but represent 
the temple worship. From Solomon's time the uniform attitude of disobedience and 
to his own, he saw but a succession of hostility which they assumed to the mes- 
apostasies, idolatries, rejection of God's sengers of God. See also the parable, 
prophets : — a dark and loathsome cata* Matt. xxi. 35. them which shewed 

logue, terminated by the betrayal and before of the coming of the Just One] The 
murder of the Just One Himselfi It is o^ce of all the prophets, see ch. iii. 18. 
not at all beyond probability, to believe The assertion is repeated, to connect them, 
that the zeal of his fervent spirit was, by by this title, with Him, whom they an- 
the view of this, the filling up of the mea- nounced. the Just One] This name 
sure of their iniquities, kindled into a flame was used by the Jews to designate the 
of inspired invective. I find that this is Messiah. See note on James v. 6. 
also Neander's view, in opposition to the betrayers] By Judas's treachery, of which 
generality of Commentators, as also that of the Sanhedrists had been the accomplices ; 
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« derers : ^3 u a received the law ® hy the disposition 

xJh.v.M?* of angels, and have not kept it. they heard 

these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
ych.vi.6. on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the 
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the 
zEzck.il. God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of 

God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
®Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
Si.i 2 ®^‘ Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped 
dDeu't.xiii.o.' their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and 
SiiT 2 o.^‘ '’cast him out of the city, ‘^and stoned him: and ^the 


^ render, mcn who received. 

^ render, Lo, 

Matt. xxvi. 14 — 16 : — murderers, by the 
hands of the Homans ; eli. ii. 23, note. 

53. at the injunction of angels] 
Many explanations have been given of these 
worcls. An enumeration and description of 
them may be seen in my Greek Testament. 
The key to the right understanding of 
them seems to be the similar expression in 
Gal. iii. 19, “ the law .... ordained hy 
[means of] angels*' The law was given 
by God, but announced by angels. The 
people received God’s law then, at the in- 
junction of angels. 54.] were cut to 
the heart, sec ch. v. 33, note, 65.] 

Certainly, in so far as the vision of Stephen 
was supernatural, it was not necessary that 
the material heavens should have been 
visible to him ; but from the words looked 
up stedfastly into [the] heaven, it would 
seem that they were. We are not told 
where the Sanhedrim were assembled. It 
does not seem as if they were convened in 
the ordinai*y session room : it may have 
been in one of the courts of the temple, 
which would give room for more than the 
members of the Sanhedrim to be present, 
as seems to have been the case, 
standing] A reason why the glorified 
Saviour was seen standing and not sitting, 
has been pleasingly given by Chrysostom, 
Wliy standing and not sitting ? that He 
may shew His attitude of help to the 
martyr. For of the Father also it is said, 

‘ Arise, O God.’ ” See also the collect for St. 
Stephen’s day. But not perhaps con*ectly : 
for ‘help’ does not seem hero to be the 
applicable idea, but the confirmation of his 
faith by the ecstatic vision of the Saviour’s 
gloiy at God’s right hand.— I should be 
rather disposed to think that there was 
reference in the vision to that in Zech. iii. 

1, where Zecliariah sees '^Joshua 

the Sigh Friest stemding before the angel 


® render, at the injunction. 

I behold. 

of the Lord!* Stephen, under accusation 
of blaspheming the earthly temple, is 
granted a sight of the heavenly temple; 
being cited before the Sadducee lligh 
Fnest, who believed neither angel nor 
spirit, he is vouchsafed a vision of the 
heavenly High Priest, standing and mi- 
nistering at the Throne, amidst the angels 
and just men made perfect. 66.] 

This is the only time that our Tiord is by 
human lips called the Son of Man after 
His Ascension (llcv. i. 13 ; xiv. 14, are not 
instances). And why here 1 I believe for 
this reason, Stephen, full of the Holy 
Ghost, 8p(;aking now not of himself at all 
(ver. 55), but entirely by the utterance of 
the Spirit, re})eat8 the very words. Matt, 
xxvi. 64, in which Jesus Himself, before 
this council, had foretold His glorification ; 
— and assures them that that exaltation of 
the Son of Man, which they should here- 
after witness to their dismay, was already 
begun and actual. 68. cast him out 

of the city] See Levit. xxiv. 14. The 
Babbinical books say, “ The place of sto- 
ning was outside the city : for all walled 
cities were considered to correspond to the 
camp of Israel.” Compare also Heb. xiii. 
12, 13. and stoned him] An antici- 
pation of the fact, the details of which 
follow. Stoning was the punishment of 
blaspheming, Levit. xxiv. 16. The ques- 
tion whether this was a legal proceeding on 
sentence, or a tumultuary one, is not easy 
to answer. It would appear from John 
xviii. 31, that the Jews had not legally the 
power of putting any man to death (see 
note there). Certainly, from the narrative 
before us, and from the fact of a bloody 
persecution having taken place soon after 
it, it seems that the Jews did, by conni- 
vance of, or in the absence of the Procu- 
rator, administer summary punishments of 
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VIII, 1, 2. 


witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man^s feet, 
whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon Gody and saying, Lord Jesus, ^receive niy 
spirit. And he ^ kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, ^^Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when = 
he had said this, he fell asleep. ^ 

YIII. ^ And ® Saul w^as consenting unto his death. a”‘vii!58: 

ATI. • 1 ^ 

And ^at that time there was a great persecution against 
the church which was at Jerusalem; and ^ they were all ^ch.xi.19. 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. ^ And devout men carried 


better, praying: it is literally, invoking: no word such as “God*" is 
expressed. 

^ literally, in that day. 


this kind. But here no sentence is re- 
corded ; and }>erhaps the very violence and 
fanatical character of the execution might 
constitute it, not an encroachment on the 
power of the Procurator, as it would have 
been if strictly in form of law, but a mere 
outbreak, and as such it might be allowed 
to pass unnoticed. That they observed the 
forms of their own law, in the place and 
manner of the stoning, is no objection to 
this view. the witnesses] Sec Beut. 

xvii. 7, whore it is enacted tliat the hands 
of the witnesses were to be tirst on the 
criminal to put him to death, and after- 
ward the hands of all the people, 
they laid down their clothes] They disen- 
cumbered themselves of their loose outer 
garments, that they might be light and 
unimpeded in the throwing of the stones. 
They laid them at Saul’s feet that he might 
keep them in safety. Such notices are 
deeply interesting, when we recollect by 
whom they were in all probability carefully 
inserted. See ch. xxii. 19, 20, and note on 
ch. xxvi. 10 : — from which it appears that 
Saul can certainly not have been less than 
thirty at this time. He was a member of 
the Sanhedrim, and soon after was de- 
spatched on an important mission with 
their authority. 69.] All attempts to 

escape from this being a direct prayer to 
the Saviour are vain, as I have shewn in 
my Greek Testament. receive my 

spirit] The same prayer in substance liad 
been made by our Lord on the Cross (Luke 
xxiii. 46) to His Father. To Kim was now 
committed the key of David. Similarly, 
the young man Saul, in after years ; “ I 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him against 
that dayP 2 Tim. i. 12. 60. lay not 


this sin to their charge] This again was 
somewhat similar (though not exactly, see 
note there) to our Lord’s prayer, Luke 
xxiii. 34. he fell asleep] Not a Chris- 
tian expression only : there are Jewish ex- 
amples : and we have some even in Greek 
heathen poetry. But it became the usual 
Christian term for death. Its use here, 
when the circumstances, and the actors in 
them, are remembered, is singularly touch- 
ing, from the contrast. 

Chap. VlII. 1 — 4.] Persecution op 

THE CHURCH BY SaUL, CONSEQUENT ON 
THE DEATH OF STEPHEN. 1. Con- 

senting] The same Greek word is ren- 
dered “ allow ” in Luke xi. 48 : “ have 
pleasure in Rom. i. 32. Compare St. 
Paul’s own confession, ch. xxvi. 9 — 11. 
From this time, the narrative takes up 
Saul, and, at first with considerable inter- 
ruptions (ch. viii. X. xi. xii.), but after ch. 
xiii. 1 entirely, follows his history, 
in that day, can hardly mean, as some would 
render it, on that very day, viz. when 
Stephen was stoned. For what follows, 
“ they were all scattered abroad ”... can- 
not have happened on the same day, biit 
would take some little time. We have the 
same expression used indefinitely, Luke vi. 
23 ; John xiv. 20 ; xvi. 23, 26. In Luke 
xvii. 31, it has direct reference to a day 
just mentioned. all] Not perhaps 

literally, — or some of them soon returned : 
see ch. ix. 26 —30. It may describe the 
general dispersion, without meaning that 
every individual fled. Samaria] Con- 

nected with ver. 4 : this word is not with- 
out importance, as introducing the next 
step in the dissemination of the Q-ospel, 
according to our Lord’s command in ch. L 
8. except the apostles] Fmrhaps, 
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Stephen to his burial, and ®made great lamentation oyer 
dchTiiss: him. 3 As for Saul, ^he made havock of the church, 
entering into every house, and ^ haling men and women 
jv. committed them to prison. Therefore ® they that were 
0.^ iTim.i. QQattered abroad went every where preaching the word. 
fchVi*'}®' ^^Then ^Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 
preached Christ unto them. ® And the ^people with one 
accord gave hoed unto those things which Philip spake, 
^ hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For 
gM*rkxTi.i7. go unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed with them: and many taken 

^ i.e. dragging. ^ render, So then. 

^ render, And. ™ render, multitudes. 


^ render, when they heard them, 

from their exalted position of veneration 
by the people, the persecution did not ex- 
tend to them : perhaps they remained, as 

? 08 se 8 sed of superior firmness and devotion. 
Jut this latter reason is liardly applicable, 
after the command of our Lord ‘ When 
they persecute you in one city, flee to 
another.* Matt. x. 23. Sticr refers their 
remaining to an intimation of the Spirit, 
to stay and strengthen those who were left. 
Mr. Humphry cites an ancient tradition, 
mentioned by Clement of Alexandria, and 
by Eusebius from the Ai>ocryphal work 
called the Preaching of Peter, that the 
Ajxistles were ordered by our Lord to re- 
main at Jerusalem twelve years. But this 
could not ho the case, as we have Peter and 
John going down to Samaria, ver. 14. 

2. devout men] Whether Jews or Chris- 
tians, is not certain. Ananias is so called, 
ch, xxii. 12, and he was a Christian, 01s- 
hausen thinks that, if they had been 
Christians, the term brethren’* would 
have been used : but this does not seem by 
any means certain : we can hardly reason 
80 minutely from the diction of one section 
in the narrative to that of another, espe- 
cially in the case of a section so distinct 
and peculiar as this one. Besides, “ bre- 
thren ** in this very general sense does not 
occur till ch. ix. 30. Probably they were 
pious Jews, not yet converts, but hearers 
and admirers of Stephen. 3. made 

havook of] Tlie word so rendered is pro- 
perly used of wild beasts, or of hostile 
armies, devastating and ravaging. 

4 — 12 .] Peeaching op the Gospel 
IS Samabia bt Philip. 4.] So then 
resumes the subject dropped at the end of 
ver. 1, and determines this verse to be the 
opening of a new section, not the close of 


and saw. ° see note, 

the former. preaching the word] 

Here first we become acquainted with the 
missionary language so frequent in the rest 
of the book : and we have the word, an 
abbreviated expression very familiar among 
Christians when the book was written, for 
the fuller one which must have prevailed 
at first, “ the word of Ood.” 6. 

Philip] The deacon : not one of the Thcelve : 
this is ])recliided by vv. 1 and 14. And 
it is probable, that the persecution should 
have been directed especially against the 
colleagues of Stephen. Philip is mentioned 
again as the JKvangelist, — probably from 
his having been the first recorded who 
preached {evangelized) the word, — in ch. 
xxi. 8, — as married, and having four 
daughters, virgins, who prophesied, 
the city of Samaria] Verbatim as John iv. 
5, in which case it is specified as being 
Sychar (Sichem). As the words stand 
here, seeing that Samaria (vv. 9, 14; ch. 
ix. 31; XV. 3) signifies the district, 1 should 
be inclined to lielieve that Sychem is here 
also intended. It w'as a place of rising 
importance, and in after-times eclipsed the 
fame of its neighbour Samaria, which latter 
had been, on its presentation by Augustus 
to Herod the Great, re-fortified and called 
Sebaste. It still, however, bore the name 
of Samaria. them] The inhabitants, 
implied in the w'ord city, 6. gave 

heed . . .] If this place was Sychem, the 
narrative in John iv. will fully account for 
the readiness with which these people re- 
ceived *the ‘proclamation of the Christ.* 
7.] According to the reading in the 
genuine text, which is too strongly upheld 
by manuscript authority to be rejected for 
the easier ordinary one, the literal rendering 
is as follows : For in the case of many who 
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with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 Xni 
there was great joy in that city. ® But there was a 
certain man, called Simon, which P heforetime in the same 
city, ^ ^ used sorcery, and ^ bewitched the people of Samaria, hch.xui.fl. 

^ giving out that himself wns some great one : to whom ich.v.w. 
they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying. 

This man is ® the great power of God. And to him 

P render, was beforetime. ^ render, using. 

^ render, bewntclling. See note, ver. 11. 

® literally, in all our oldest MSS., the power of God which is Called 


great. 

had unclean spirits, they crying out with 
a loud voice, came out. The A.V., though 
founded on a different readitig, comes to 
the same. 9. Simon] Neander, in 

the course of some excellent remarks on 
this whole history ( 81*6 furtlier on ver. 1 4), 
identifies, and I believe with reason, tliis 
Simon with one mentioned as living from 
ten to twenty years after this by Josephus, 
and as having been employed by the pro- 
curator Felix to tempt Drusillato leave her 
husband, and live with him. Simon is 
there called ** a Jew, born in Cyprus, and 
held to be a magician.” The only difficulty 
seems to be, that Simon is stated by Justin 
Martyr, himself a Samaritan, to liave been 
“ a Samaritan, from a village called Gitton.” 
But it has struck me that either Justin, or 
perhaps more probably Josephus, may have 
confounded Ghittim with Chittim, i. e. 
Citium in Cyprus. The account in Jose- 
phus is quite in character with what we 
here read of Simon : not inconsistent with 
ver. 24, which appears to have been uttered 
under terror occasioned by the solemn 
denunciation of Peter.— Justin goes on to 
relate that he was worshipped as a God at 
Borne in the time of Claudius Ca3sar, on 
account of his magical powers, and had 
a statue on the island in the Tiber, in- 
scribed 'Simoni Deo Sancto' (to Simon the 
Holy God). Singularly enough, in the 
year 1574, a stone was found in the Tiber 
(or standing on the island in the year 1662, 
according to Smithes Dictionary of Bio- 
graphy and Mythology), with the inscrip- 
tion SEMONl SANCO DEO FIDIO 
SACRVM, i. e. sacred to the god Semo 
Sancus, the Sabine Hercules ; — which 
makes it probable that Justin may have 
been misled. — The history of Simon is full 
of legend and fable. He is said to have 
studied at Alexandria, and to have originally 
been, with the heresiarch Dositheus, a 
disciple of John the Baptist. Of Dositheus 
he became first the disciple, and then the 


successor. Origen makes Dositheus also a 
Samaritan. His own especial followers 
(Simoniani) had dwindled so much in the 
time of Origen, that he says there were at 
that day hardly thirty in the world. There 
are reports also of subsequent controversies 
between Simon Magus and Peter, of which 
the scene is laid at Crosarea. According 
to some, he met with his death at Borne, 
having, during an encounter with Peter, 
raised himself into the air by the aid of 
evil spirits, and being precipitated thence 
at the prayer of Peter and Paul. I saw in 
the church of S. Francesca Bomana, in 
the forum, a stone with two dents in it, 
and this inscription ; “ On this stone 
rested the knees of S. Peter, when the 
diemons carried Simon Magus through the 
air.” — The fathers generally regard him 
os the founder of Gnosticism : this may be 
in some sense true : but, from the very 
little authentic information we possess, 
it is impossible to ascertain how far he 
was identified with their tenets. Origen 
distinctly denies that his followers were 
Christians in any sense. using 

sorcery] viz. by exercising magic arts, 
such as then were very common in the 
East and found wide acceptance ; im- 
postors taking advantage of the very 
general expiH;tation of a Deliverer at 
this time, to set themselves up by 
means of such trickeries as ‘some great 
ones.' We have other examples in 
Elymas (ch. xiii.); Apollonius of Tyana; 
and somewhat later, Alexander of Abo- 
noteichos : see these latter in Smith's 
Dictionary of Biography and Mythology. 

some great one] Probably not in 
such definite terras as his followers later 
are represented by Jerome as putting into 
his mouth : “ I am the Word of God . . . 

I am the Paraclete, I am Almighty, I am 
all that is in God.” 10. the great 

power of God] Literally, according to the 
best MS. authorities, the power of Qod 



VIII. 


702 THE ACTS. 

tliey had regard, because that of long time ^he had he- 
witched them with soi^ceries, But when they believed 
k ch. i. 8 . Philip preaching the things] ^ concerning the kingdom 
of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. ^ Then Simon himself believed 
also : and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, 
and wondered, beholding the y miracles and signs which 
were done. Now when the apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

t rendery they had been bewitched by his sorceries. 

11 omit. * rendery And Simon himself also believed. 

y render, signs and great miracles. 


which is called great. Neandcr and 
Meyer think that they must have referred 
to the Word, the creating and governing 
manifestation of God, so much spoken of in 
the Alexandrine philosophy, and must have 
regarded Simon as an incarnation of the 
Word ; so that their erroneous belief 
would form some preparation for the great 
truth of an incarnate Messiah, preached by 
Philip. But to this De Wette well replies, 
that we can hardly suppose the Alexan- 
drine philosophy to have been so familiar 
to the mass of the people ; and refers the 
expression to their popular belief of a great 
angel, who might, as the angels were 
called by the Samaritans the powers of 
God, be designated by these remarkable 
words. 11.] The rendering “ he had 

bewitched them” is grammatically wrong. 
The word rendered “ bewitched ” (which 
is perhaps the best translation here) is 
“ amazed” in Matt. xii. 23, — “ aMonished” 
in Mark v. 42, Luke xxiv. 22 &c. x 
13.] “Simon saw his followers dropping 
oif, and was himself astounded at the 
miracles wrought by Philip : he therefore 
thought it best himself also to acknow- 
ledge this superior power. He attached 
himself to Philip, and was baptized like 
the rest: but we are not, as the sequel 
shews, to understand that the preaching of 
the Gospel had made any impression on 
his heart, but that he accounted for what 
he saw in his own fashion. He was con- 
vinced, from the works which Philip did, 
that he was in league with some powerf ul 
spirit : he viewed baptism as the initiation 
into communion wdth that spirit, and ex- 
pected that he should be able to make use 
of the higher power thus gained for his own 
purposes, and unite this new magical power 
to his own. All were baptized who pro- 
fessed belief in Jesus as the Messiah : there 
wa» therefore no reason for rejecting Simon, 


considering besides, that from the nature of 
the case he would for the time have given 
up his magical practices.^’ Neander. “ It 
is plain,” says Calvin, “ from this example 
of Simon, that the grace which is figured 
in Baptism is not conferred on all in- 
diflerently. It is a dogma of the Papists, 
that unhiss a man place the bar of mortal 
sin in the way, all receive, with the out- 
ward sign, the verity and efiect of the 
Sacraments. Thus they attribute a magical 
force to the Sacraments, making them 
profitable without faith. But it is for us 
to know, that we are ottered by God in the 
Sacraments whatever the promises annexed 
to them contain, and this in no empty 
words merely, provided we are led by 
faith to Christ, and seek from Him what 
the Sacraments promise. For though the 
reception of Baptism was of no profit to 
him, as the matter stood, yet if his con- 
version had follow^ed afterwards, as some 
think it did, in that case its profit was not 
extinguished nor abolished. For it often 
happens that it is a long time before the 
Spirit of God works, and causes the Sacra- 
ments to begin to prove their efficacy.” 

14 — 26.] Mission of Petee and 
John to Samaeia. A question arises 
on this procedure of the Apostles ; — whe- 
ther it was as a matter of course, that the 
newly baptized should, by the laying on 
pf hands subsequently, receive the Holy 
Ghost, — or whether there was in the case 
of these Samaritans any thing peculiar, 
which caused the Apostles to go down to 
them and perform this act. (1) The only 
analogous case is ch. xix. 5, 6 : in using 
which we must observe that there it is 
distinctly asserted that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit followed the laying on of Paulas 
hands j and that by the expression “ when 
Simon saw” in ver. 18, which must be taken 
literally, the same is implied here. And 
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God, they sent unto them Peter and John : who, when 


on this point the remarks of Calvin are too 
important to be omitted : “ Here a ques- 
tion arises. He says that they were only 
baptized in tlie name of the Lord Jesus, 
and consequently were not yet partakers of 
the Spirit. But either Baptism has no 
virtue and grace at all ; or it has whatever 
efficacy it possesses from the Holy Spirit. 
In Baptism we are washed from sins : but 
Paul shews that this washing is the work 
of the Holy Ghost (Tit. iii. 5). The water 
of Baptism is the symbol of ChrisCs blood : 
but Peter says that it is the Spirit by 
whom we are washed in the blood of 
Christ. In Baptism our old man is cruci- 
fied that we may be raised into newness of 
life (Rom. vi. 6) : whence is all this but by 
sanctification of the Spirit ? So that Bap- 
tism will have nothing left, if it be dis- 
sociated from the Spirit. Therefore it 
must not be denied, that the Samaritans, 
who had duly put on Christ in Baptism, 
had been also invested with the Spirit 
(Gal. iii. 27). And indeed Luke here 
speaks, not of the ordinary grace of the 
Spirit by which God regenerates us as 
sons to Himself, but of those special gifts 
with which it was the Lord’s will to endow 
some persons in the beginning of the Gos- 
pel for the furnishing of the Kingdom 
of Christ.” And a little after : “ The 
Papists, in their wdsh to extol their 
fictitious Confirmation, do not hesitate to 
go even so far as to utter this sacrilegious 
diction, that those are only half Christians, 
on whom hands have not yet been laid. 
It is intolerable that they should have 
fixed on the Church as a perpetual law, 
what was a mere temporal symbol . . . for 
even they themselves are obliged to con- 
fess, that the Church was only for a time 
adorned with those gifts. Wlience it fol- 
lows that the imposition of hands which 
the A^K)stles here performed, came to an 
end when its effect ceased.” The English 
church, in retaining the rite of Confirma- 
tion, has not grounded it on any institution 
by the Apostles, but merely declared the 
laying on of hands on the candidates, to 
certify them (by this sign) of God’s favour 
and goodness towards them, to be ‘ after 
the example of the holy Apostles.’ Nor is 
there any trace in the office, of the 
conferring of the Koly Ghost by con- 
firmation ; — but a distinct recognition of 
the former reception of the Holy Spirit 
(at Baptism), and a prayer for the increase 
of His influence, proportioned to the ma- 
turer life now opening on the newly con- 
firmed. (2) K then we have here no in- 
Mtitution of a perpetued^ ordinance, some- 


thing peculiar to the case before us must 
have prompted this journey. And here 
again we have a question : Was that moving 
cause in the Samaritans, or in Philip ? 
I believe the true answer to tlie question 
will be found by combining both. Our 
Lord’s command (ch. i. 8) had removed all 
doubt as to Samaria being a legitimate field 
for preaching, and Samaritan converts being 
admissible. (So also with regard to Gen- 
tile converts, — see ch. x., notes : but, as 
the church at this time believed, they 
must be circumcised, which the Samaritans 
already were, — and heeg the law, which 
after their manner the Samaritans did.) 
The sudden appearance, however, of a body 
of bajdized believers in Samaria, by the 
agency of one who was not one of the 
Apostles, — while it would excite in them 
every feeling of thankfulness and joy, 
would require their presence and power, as 
Apostles, to perform their especial part 
as the divinely appointed Founders of the 
Church. Add to tliis, that the Samaritans 
appear to have been credulous, and easily 
moved to attach themselves to individuals, 
whether it were Simon, or Philip; which 
might make the Apostles desirous to be 
present in person, and examine, and 
strengthen their faith. Another reason 
may have been not without its influence : 
the Jewish ehurch at Jerusalem would 
naturally for the most part bo alienated 
in mind from this new body of believers. 
The hatred between Jews and Samaritans 
was excessive and unrelenting. It would 
therefore be in the highest degree import- 
ant that it should be shewn to the church 
at Jerusalem, that these Samaritans, by 
the agency of the same Apostles, were par- 
takers of the same visibly testified gifts of 
the one Spirit. The use of this argument, 
which was afterwards applied by Peter in 
the case of the Gentiles, unexpected even 
by himself, ch. xi. 17, — was probably no 
small part of the purpose of this journey 
to Samaria. 14. Peter and John] 

Perhaps two, in accordance with their 
having been sent out two and two on their 
first missionary journey (Mark vi. 7) : so 
Paul and Barnabas afterwards (ch. xiii. 2) ; 
and the same principle seems to have been 
adhered to even when these last separated : 
Paul chose Silas, Barnabas took Mark. — 
Peteb, — because to him belonged, in this 
early part of the gospel, in a remarkable 
manner, the first establishing of the church ; 
it was the fulfilment of the promise “ upon 
this rock I will build my church’^ It was 
he who had (in common with aU the Apos- 
tles, it is true^ but in this early period more 
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1 oh. II. 88. they were come down, prayed for them, Hhat they 
mch.xix.s. might receive the Holy Ghost: for *®as yet he was 

a fallen upon none of them : only " they ® were baptized ® in 

oo^h.x.48: othe name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Plaid they their 
PS^i.'e.^Heb. hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 

'vvhen Simon saw that through laying on of the 
apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money, saying, Give me also this power, that on 
whomsoever I lay ® hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, 
qMatt.x.8. because ‘ithou ^hast thought that ^ the gift of God may he 
rch.n*88 x iyurchased witln money. 2i Thou hast neither part nor lot 
45; xi.i7. matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of 

God. 22 Pepent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 


* render, had been. ®’ literally, into, 

b render, But. ® render, my hands, 

d render, thoughtcst to acquire the gift of God. 


especially committed to him) the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, — who opened the 
door to the 3000 on the day of Pentecost, 
— now (as a formal and ratifying act) to 
the Samaritans, — and in eh. x. to the Gen- 
tiles. So far, is plain truth of Scripture 
history. The monstrous fiction begins, 
when to Peter is attributed a fixed diocese 
and successors, and to those successors a 
delegated power more like that ascribed to 
Simon Magus than that promised to Peter. 
— This is the last time that John appears 
in the Acts. He is only once more men- 
tioned in the New Testament (except in 
the Revelation), viz. as having been pre- 
sent in Jerusalem at Paul’s visit. Gal. ii. 9. 

16. prayed for them] So laying on 
of hands is preceded by prayer, ch. vi. 6 ; 
xiii. 3. 18. when Simon saw] Its 

effects were therefore visible (see above), 
and consequently the eflect of the laying 
on of the Apostles’ hands was not the in- 
ward but the outward miraculous gifts of 
the Spirit. he offered them money] De 
Wette excellently remarks, ‘ He regarded 
the capability of imparting the Holy Spirit, 
— rightly, as something conferred, as a de- 
rived •power (see Matt. x. 1), but wrongly, 
as one to be obtained by an external 
method, without an inward disposition : 
and, since in external commerce every 
thing may be had for gold, he wanted to 
buy it. This is the essence of the sin of 
Simony, which is intimately connected with 
unbelief in the power and signification of 
the Spirit, and with materialism.'— Clearly, 


from the narrative, Simon himself did not 
receive the Spirit by the laying on of 
hands. His nefarious attempt to treat 
with the Apostles was before he himself 
had been presented to them for this pur- 
pose. 20.] The solemn denunciation 
of Peter, like the declaration of Paul, 1 Cor. 
vi. 13, has reference to the perishableness 
of all worldly good, and of those with it, 
whose chief end is the use of it (see Col. 
ii. 22). ‘ Thy gold and thou are equally 

on the way to corruption :’ thy gold, as its 
nature is : thou with it, as having no higher 
life than thy natural corrupt one : as being 
bound in the bond of iniquity. The expres- 
sion of the same 'Peter, 1 Pot.i.7, **gold that 
perishethf is remarkably parallel with this 
(see too 1 Pet. i. 18). thou thought- 
est] not *thou hast thought^ as A. V. 
The historic force of the tense is to bo 
kept here : the Apostle uses it as looking 
forward to the day of his destruction, ‘ Let 
thy lot be destruction, and that because 
thou thoughtest,' &c. to acquire, not 
passive, as A. V., ungrammatically. 

21. neither part nor lot] The two words 
are apparently synonymous : the first being 
liter^, the second figurative, but not with- 
out reference perhaps to the inheritance of 
the kingdom of God, the incorruptible in- 
heritance, 1 Pet. i. 4. this matter] 
i. e. the matter now spoken of, — ‘ to which 
I now allude.' thy heart is not righl^ 
— sincere, single-meaning, — ^in God’s pre- 
sence, * as God sees it :' i. e. * seen as it 
really is, by God, is not in earnest in ita 
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pray ® God, ■ if perhaps the thought of thine heart ^ may he ■ 
forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in ‘ the gall tHeb.xu. 15 . 
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then 
answered Simon, and said, “ Pray ye to the Lord for me, that 
none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me. liu?: 

ST And they, when they had testified and preached the «• 
word of the Lord, ^ returned to Jerusalem, and ^preached 
the gospel in . many villages of the Samaritans. 26 And 
the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, sa5dng, Arise, 
and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from 
J erusalem unto Gaza, ^ which is desert. 27 And he arose 

® read, the Lord. ^ render, shall. 

render, So then. 

^ read. Were returning .... and preaching &c. 

i liierally, evangelizing many villages. ^ render, But an. 

1 literally, this [way] is desert. 

seeking after the gospel, but seeks it with me becoming another man in thoughts and 
unworthy ends in view/ 22. if per- aims. 

haps] The uncertainty refers, not to the 25 — 40.] Conversion oe the iErnio- 

doubt whether Simon would repent or not pian eunuch by Philip’s TEAcniNa. 
(see below) : but as to whether or not his 25.] So then indicates {see note on 

sin may not have come under the awful ver, 4) that the paragraph should begin 
category of those unpardonable ones spe- here, not at ver. 26 as commonly, 
cified by our Lord, Matt. xii. 31, to which villages of the Samaritans] It is interest- 
words this sentence seems to have a tacit ing to recall Luke ix. 62, where on their 
reference. Peter does not pronounce his entering into a village of the Samaritans, 
sin to have been such, but throws in this the same John wishes to call down fire from 
doubt, to increase the motive to repent, heaven, and consume them. The gradual 
and the earnestness of his repentance, sowing of the seed further and further 
This verse is important, taken in connexion from Jerusalem is advancing : not only 
with John xx. 23, as shewing how com- is this eunuch to carry it to a far distant 
pletely the Apostles themselves referred land, but Philip is sent to a desert road, 
the forgiveness of sins to, and left it in, away from town or village, to seek him. 
the sovereign power of God, and not to The imperfect tenses, “ were returning 
their own delegated power of absolution, are significant. They were on their 

23.] For gives the reason, not why way back to Jerusalem, and were evange- 
it would be difficult for forgiveness to take lizing the Samaritan villages, when the 
place, but why he had such extreme need angel spake to Philip. 26.] An angel, 
of repentance and prayer, as being tied visibly appearing : not in a dream, — which 
and bound by the chain of sin. the is not, as some suppose, implied by the 

gall of bitterness] See Deut. xxix. 18; command to arise. The ministration of 
Lam. iii. 15, — ‘the gall which is the A^ery angels introduces and brings about several 
seat and essence of bitterness ’ — a very occurrences in the beginning of the church, 
gall of bitterness. The poison of serpents see ch. v. 19; x. 3; xii. 7 (xxvii. 23). The 
was considered to be seated in their gall : appearance seems to have taken place in 
so “ the gall of asps is within him,” Job Samaria, after the departure of Peter and 
XX. 14. 24.] Simon speaks here much John. He would reach the place appointed 

as Pharaoh, Exod. (viii. 28 ; ix. 28) x. 17, by a shorter way than through Jerusalem : 
— who yet hardened his heart afterwards, he would probably follow the high road (of 
It is observable also that he wishes merely the itineraries, see map in Conybeare and 
for the averting of the punishment. The Howson’s St. Paul) as far as Gophna, and 
words, “that none of these things which thence strike across the country south- west- 
ye have spoken come upon me,” seem re- ward to join, at some point to which he 
markably to set forth the mere terror of would be guided, the road leading from Je- 
the carnal man, without any idea of the rusalem to Gaza. Gaza] The south- 
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xzeph.iH.io. and went: and, behold, *a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of 
great authority under Candac^ queen of the Ethiopians, 
y John xii. 20 . who had the charge of all her treasure, and ^ had come to 
Jerusalem for to worship, 28 ^^^s returning, and sitting in 
his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 29 m Then the Spirit 
said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyseK to this chariot. 

^ render, And. 


ernmost city of Canaan (Gen. x. 19), in 
the portion of Judah (Josh. xv. 47), but 
soon taken from that tribe by the Philis- 
tines, and always spoken of as a Philistian 
city (1 Sam. vi. 17 ; 2 Kings xviii. 8 ; Amos 
i. 6 — 8 ; Zeph. iii. 4 ; Zech. ix. 5). In Jer. 
xlvii. 1, we have 'before Pharaoh (Necho?) 
smote Gaza,* — implying that at one time it 
was under Egypt. Alexander the Great 
took it after a siege of five months, but 
did not destroy it, for we find it a strong 
place in the subsequent Syrian wars, sec 
1 Macc. ix. 52; xi.61 f . ; liii. 43; xiv. 7; 
XV. 28 ; xvi. 1. — It was destroyed by the 
Jewish king Alexander Jannaeus (96 a.c.), 
after a siege of a year, but rebuilt again 
by the Roman general Gabinius, — after- 
wards given by Augustus to Herod, and 
finally after his death attached to the pro- 
vince of Syria. Mela, in the time of Clau- 
dius, calls it 'a vast city, and strongly 
fortified,* with which agree Eusebius and 
Jerome. At present it is a large town by 
the same name, with from 15,000 to 16,000 
inhabitants. The above chronological no- 
tices shew that it cannot have been " de- 
serf* at this time : see below. this 

is desert] The words, I believe, of the 
angel, not of St. Luke. There appear to 
have been two (if not more) ways from 
Jerusalem to Gaza. But Robinson found, 
besides, an ancient road leading direct 
from Jerusalem to Gaza, through the Wadi 
Musurr, and over the Beit Jiibrin, which 
certainly at 'present is “ desert** without 
towns or villages. Thus the words will 
refer to the way : and denote, the way of 
which I speak to thee is desert. See in 
my Greek Test, further proofs of the in- 
applicability of the epithet desert** to 
Gaza. 27. an eunuch] The very gene- 
ral use of eunuchs in the East for filling 
offices of confidence, and the fact that this 
man was minister to a female sovereign, 
makes it probable that he was literally an 
eunuch. If not so, the word would hardly 
have been expressed. No difficulty arises 
from Deut. xxiii. 1, for no inference can be 
drawn from the history further than that 
he may have been a proselyte of the gate, 
in whose case the prohibition would not 
apply, — Nayj the whole occurrence seems 


to have had one design, connected with 
this fact. The walls of partition were one 
after another being thrown down : the 
Samaritans were already in full possession 
of the Gospel : it was next to be shewn 
that none of those physical incapacities 
which excluded from the congregation of 
the Lord under the old covenant, formed 
any bar to Christian baptism and the in- 
heritance among believers ; and thus the 
way gradually to be paved for the great and 
as yet incomprehensible truth of Gal. iii. 28. 

Candace (pronounced Candac6, not 
Candace)] As JPharaoh among the Egyp- 
tians was the customary name of kings, so 
CandSce of the queens among the iEthio- 
pians in upper Egypt, who dwelt in the 
island of Meroe, where Pliny relates that 
a queen reigned named Candace, and adds, 
“which name has now for many years 
passed from one queen to another.** 
had come to Jerusalem for to worship . . .] 
This did not only .Tews and proselytes, but 
also those pious Gentiles who adhered to 
Judaism, — the proselytes of the gate, see 
John xii. 20. Eusebius, taking for granted 
that this eunuch was a Gentile, calls him 
“ the hrstfruits of the Gentiles throughout 
the world.** There were (see below, ch. 
xi. 21) cases of Gentile conversion before 
that of Cornelius; and the stress of the 
narrative in ch. x. consists in the miscel- 
laneous admission of all the Gentile com- 
pany of Cornelius, and their official re- 
ception into the church by that Apostle 
to whom was especially given the power. 
We may remark, that if even the plain 
revelation by which the reception of Cor- 
nelius and his company was commanded 
failed finally to convince Peter, so that 
long after this he vacillated (Gal. ii. 11, 12), 
it is no argument for the eunuch not being 
a Gentile, that his conversion and baptism 
did not remove the prejudices of the Jewish 
Christians. 28. read Esaias] aloud, 
see next ver, Schottgen quotes from the 
Rabbis : “ He who journeyeth and hath no 
companion, let him study the Law.** — He 
probably read in the LXX, the use of which 
was almost universal in Egypt. 29.] 
This is the first mention of that inner 
prompting of the Sjurit, referred to again. 
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so And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him ^ read the 
prophet Esaias, and said, o Understandest thou what thou 
readest ? si said, P How can I, except some man 

should guide me ? And he desired Philip that he would 
come up and sit with him. S3 The place of the scripture 
which he read was this, *He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, 
so ^ opened he not his mouth : S3 his humiliation his 
judgment was taken away : and who shall declare his 
generation ? for his life is taken from the earth. S4 And 
the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of 
whom speaketh the prophet this ? of himself, or of some 
other man? S5 'pj^en Philip opened his mouth, ^ and » 
began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 
ss And as they went on their way, they came unto a 
certain water : and the eunuch said, See, here is water ; 

^what doth hinder me to be baptized? [S7 ^ And Philip *7- 
said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

7^ render, reading. 0 render. Yea, but under standest. 

P literally, Eor llOW Can I . . ^ render, openeth. 

^ omit, with all our most ancient authorities. 


probably ch. xiii. 2, but certainly cb. x. 
19 ; xvi. 6, 7. Chrysostom understands 
the words of the appearance of an angel, 
but the text hardly allows it. 30.] 

Yea, but . . . . : i. e. “ It is well, thou art 
well employed : but ....?” The form of 
the question assumes, modestly, that he 
did not understand what he was reading. 

31.] For (see margin) gives the 
reason of the negative which is understood. 
The answer expresses at once humility and 
docility. 32.] Perhaps it is best to 

render. The contents of the (passage of) 
Scripture which he was reading were as 
follows. 33.] This stands in the He- 

brew ‘ He was taken away by distress and 
judgment ^ (so in the margin of the A. V.) : 
i. e. as Lowth, ‘by an oppressive judgment.’ 

his generation] i. e. the age in 
which he shall live — ‘ the wickedness of his 
contemporaries.’ The fathers, and Bede 
and some modern Commentators, explain 
‘ Sis generation ’ of His eternal Sonship 
and His miraculous Incarnation. But the 
Hebrew does not seem to bear this out. 

84. answered] to the passage of 
Scripture, considered as the question pro- 
posed : not, to the question in ver. 30. 
can hardly suppose any immediate re- 


ference in the words some other man, to 
Christ. 36. a certain water] Traditions 
about the situation of this spring are found 
in some ancient notes to Jerome. It is 
said to be near a place named Bethsur. 
Eusebius states it to be twenty miles south 
of Jerusalem in the direction of Hebron : 
and so it is set down in the ancient itine- 
raries. Pocock found there a fountain 
built over, and a village called Betur on 
the left. Pabri describes the fountain as the 
head of a considerable brook, and found near 
it the ruins of a Christian church. There 
is no improbability in the tradition, except 
that, even supposing a way going across 
from Hebron straight to Gaza to be called 
desert, this would not be on that portion 
of it, but on the high road. what 

doth hinder me to be baptized ?] There is 
no reason for supposing Philip to have 
preached to him the necessity of baptism : 
his own acquaintance with Jewish practices, 
and perhaps his knowledge of the pro- 
gress of the new faith in Jerusalem, would 
account for the proposition. 37.] 

The authorities against this verse are too 
strong to permit ite insertion. It appears 
to have been one of those remarkable ad- 
ditions to the text of the Acts, common 
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GodJ] And he commanded the chariot to stand stiU ; 
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch ; and he baptized him. And when they 
cl King! were come up out of the water, ®the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, * that the eunuch saw him no more : 
^and he went on his way rejoicing. ^ But Philip was 
found at Azotus : and passing through he preached in all 
the cities, till he came to Caesarea. 

IX. ^ And * Saul, yet breathing threatenings 

iTiin.i.i8. slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 
the high priest, ^ and desired of him letters to Damascus 

® render^ and. ^ render, for. 

^ literally, evangelized. * omit : see note. 


in some of even our earliest MSS., few 
of which, however, have found their way 
into the revised text. This insertion is found 
as early as Irenseus (Century II.), who 
quotes it. It appears to have been made 
to suit the formularies of the baptismal 
liturgies, it being considered strange that 
the eunuch should have been baptized with- 
out some such confession. 38. he (viz. 
the eunuch) commanded] Some of our 
MSS., whose text apparently Jerome fol- 
lowed, read here, ‘ the Spirit fell on the 
eunuch, and an angel of the Lord caught 
away Philip* This is curious, and has 
probably arisen from a desire to conform 
the results of the eunuch’s baptism to the 
usual method of the divine procedure, and 
the snatching away of Philip to his com- 
mission, ver. 26. But the Sj)irit did not 
fall on the Samaritans after baptism by 
Philip. — The text clearly relates a super- 
natural disappearance of Philip : compare 
2 Kings ii. 16 ; no interpretation of his 
being suddenly hurried away by the 
prompting of the Spirit, will satisfy the 
analogy of the above -cited passage, and of 
(see below) a parallel one in St. Luke’s own 
Gospel. 39. saw him no more] Not 
* never saw him from that day,’ though (see 
below) that meaning may be indirectly 
included : — but as in Luke xxiv. 31, ** He 
vanished from their sight,** and as in the 
strictly parallel words of 2 Kings ii. 12, 
“ he sate him no more** — after the going 
up of Elijah. These last words in my view 
decide the question, that the departure of 
Philip was miraculous. for he went on 
his way] This refers to what follows : — 
Philip was found at Azotus ; if the eunuch 
had gone that way, he might have met 
with him again : but he did not, for he 
went from the fountain on his own way, 
which did not lead through Azotus. There 


has been some strange inadvertence in this 
verse on the part of the translators of the 
A. V. The Greek has plainly, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, for he went 
on his way rejoicing: and there is no 
variety of reading. 40.] The terra 

**was found** again appears to refer to 
4 Kings ii. ver. 17. — Azotus or Ashdod 
(Josh. xiii. 3 ; 1 Sam. v. 5 al.) was one of 
the five principal cities of the Philistines, 
never, though nominally in Judah, tho- 
roughly subjugated by the Jews : — it was 
taken by Tartan the Assyrian general (Isa. 
XX. 1), — again by Psammetichus, Jer. xxv. 
20, — again by Judas Maccabfeus (1 Macc. 
V. 68) and Jonathan (1 Macc. x. 84), and 
by the latter destroyed; — rebuilt by Ga- 
binius, and belonged to the kingdom of 
Herod, who left it in his will to his sister 
Salome. At present, it is a small village, 
retaining the name Esdud, but there are 
no remains. all the cities] viz. Ekron, 
J amnia, Joppa, Apollonia, on the direct 
road ; or, if he deviated somewhat for the 
purpose, Lydda also (which seems implied 
ch. ix. 32). Caesarea] See note, ch. 

X. 1. 

Chap. IX. 1 — 30.] Conversion op 
Saul. 1.] The narrative is taken up 
from ch. viii. 3, but probably with some 
interval, sufficient perhaps to cover the 
events of ch. viii. We should per- 

haps hardly render the original word here, 
as the A. V., breathing out,** — but 
breathing ; his ‘ spirit,’ inhaled or exhaled, 
being threatenings and slaughter, 
the high priest] See table in Introduction 
to Acts ; — it would be Theophilus, — brother 
and successor to Jonathan, who succeeded 
Caiaphas. 2. letters] of authoriza- 

tion : written by the high priest (in this 
case, but not always, president of the San- 
hedrim) in the name of the whole estate of 
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to the synagogues, that if he found any of ^ y thk way, b Beo^oh. xn. 
whether they were men or women, he might bring them 
bound unto Jerusalem. ^ And ® as he journeyed, he came cch. xxH.6 
near Damascus : and suddenly there shined round about ^ 
him a light from heaven : and he fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why per- ^ 
secutest thou me ? ^ And he said. Who art thou, Lord ? 

y render, the. 


the elders, ch. xxii. 5. to Damascus] 
Damascus is probably tbe oldest existing 
city in tbe world. We read of it in Abra- 
ham’s time (Gen. xiv. 15 ; xv. 2) : then no 
more till David subdued it (2 Sam. viii. 6) : 
it became independent again under Solomon 
(1 Kings xi. 21 ff.), and from that time 
was the residence of the kings of Syria 
(1 Kings XV. 18; xx. 1 ft*.), who were long 
at war with Israel and Judah, and at last 
were permitted to prevail considerably over 
Israel (2 Kings x. 32; Amos i. 3, 4) and to 
exact tribute from J udah (2 Kings xii. 17, 
18, see also 2 Kings xiii. 3, 22, 25). Da- 
mascus was recovered to Israel by Jero- 
boam II. (about 825 a.C. 2 Kings xiv. 28). 
Not long after we find Jlezin, king of 
Syria, in league with Pekah, king of Israel, 
against Ahaz (2 Kings xv. 37). Ahaz in- 
vited to his assistance Tiglath-pileser, king 
of Assyria, who took Damascus and slew 
Rezin, and led the people captive (2 Kings 
xvi. 5 — 9; Isa. viii. 4). From this time 
we find it subject to Assyria (Isa. ix. 11 ; 
X, 9 ; xvii. 1), then to Babylon (2 Kings 
xxiv. 2; Jer. xxxv. 11),— Persia, the Syrian 
Seleucidae (1 Macc. xi. 62 ; xii. 32), — and 
from the time of Pompey (64 A.C.), to the 
Romans, and attached to the province of 
Syria. Many Jews were settled there, and 
the majority of the wives of the citizens 
were proselytes. — On its subjection to 
Aretas, see below, ver. 24, note. It was 
later the residence of the Ommiad Caliphs, 
and the metropolis of the Mahommedan 
world. At present it is a large city, with 
250,000 inhabitants, nearly 70,000 of whom 
are Christians. — It is situated most beau- 
tifully, in a large and well-watered plain, 
on the river Chrysorrhoas (Barrada), which 
divides into many streams (see 2 Kings 
V. 12), and fertilizes the plain; — and is 
bounded on all sides by the desert. See a 
vivid description of Damascus in Conybearo 
and Howson’s Life of St. Paul, vol. i. pp. 
104—108. to the synagogues] i.c. 

to the presidents of the synagogues, who 
would acknowledge the orders of the San- 
hedrim, and could, under the authority of 
the Ethnarch, carry them out. of the 
Vol. I. 


way] Not ' of this way,’ A. V., which ren- 
dering should be kept for the places where 
the pronoun is expressed, as ch. xxii. 4, — 
but of the way, viz. of ‘ salvation,* ch. xvi. 
17, or ‘ of the Lord,’ ch. xviii. 25. The 
expression ‘the way* had evidently be- 
come a well-known one among Christians 
(see in this edition ch. xix. 9, 23 ; xxii. 4 ; 
xxiv. 14, 22) ; and it only was necessary to 
prefix the pronoun when strangers were 
addressed. — The special journey to Damas- 
cus presupposes the existence of Christians 
there, and in some numbers. This would 
be accounted for by the return of many 
who may have been converted at the Pen- 
tecostal eftusion of the Spirit, and perhaps 
also by some of the fugitives from the per- 
secution having settled there. This latter 
is rendered probable by Ananias’s words, 
“ I have heard from many of this man,** ver. 

13. 3.] The journey from Jerusalem 
was probably made on the Roman road, i. e. 
that of the Itineraries, by Neapolis (Sichem) 
and Scythopolis, crossing the Jordan, south 
of the lake Tiberias, — Gadara, and so to 
Damascus. Or he might have joined, — 
either the Petra road, by Jericho and Hesh- 
bon,and so by Botsrali to Damascus, — or the 
Egyptian caravan-track, which passes to 
the north of the lake of Tiberias, and near 
Cicsarea Philippi. In either case the jour- 
ney would occupy from five to six days, the 
distance being 130 to 150 miles. 

there shined round about him . . .] It was 
(ch. xxii. 6) about noonday ; and from ch. 
XX vi. 13, the light was above the bright- 
ness of the sun. These details at once cut 
away all ground from the absurd rational- 
istic attempt to explain away the appear- 
ance as having been lightning* Unques- 
tionably, the inference is, that it was a 
bright noon, and the full splendour of the 
Oriental sun was shining. — His companions 
saw the light, and were also cast to the 
ground, ch. xxvi. 13, 14; xxii. 9 : see below 
on ver. 7. 4. a voice saying unto 

him] in the Hebrew language, ch. xxvi. 

14. why perseoutest thou me I] A 
remarkable illustration of Matt. xxv. 45. 
No stress should be laid on me ; but the very 
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And * the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest : it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks, 
^ ^^d he tremhling and astonished said, Lord, ^ ichat wilt 
*^''*^* thou ham me to do ? And the Lord said tinto hint], ^ Arise, 
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
fDan.x.7., must do. 7 And ^the men which ioumeyed with him 
9: xxvi.13. speechless, hearing ^a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man : but they led him by the hand, 
and brought him into Damascus. ^ And he was three 
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink, lo And 


It has been inserted here from ch. xxvi. 14 and 
® render, the. 


* read, he. 

omit, with all our QreeJc MSS. 
xxii. 10. 

^ read. But arise. 

lack of emphasis, assuming' the awful fact, 
gives more solemnity to the (juestion. 

6.] That Saul saw, as well as heard, Him 
who spoke with him, is certain from Ana- 
nias’s speech, ver. 17, and ch. xxii. 14, — 
that of Barnabas, ver. 27, — from ch. xxvi. 
16 (“ I [have] appeared unto thee ”), and 
from the references by Paul himself to his 
having seen the Lord, 1 Cor. ix. 1 ; xv. 8. 
These last I unhesitatingly refer to this 
occasion, and not to any subsequent one, 
when he saw the Lord in a trance, ch. xxii. 
17. Such appearances could liardly form 
the subject of the testimony of an eye- 
witness which should rank with that of 
the other apostles : this, on the contrary, 
was no trance, but the real bodily appear- 
ance of the risen Jesus ; so that it might 
he adduced as the ground of testimony to 
His llesurrection. — On the words excluded 
from our text, as having been interpolated 
from ch. xxvi. 14, and xxii. 10, see note at 
xxvi. 14. It is natural that the account of 
the historian should be less precise than 
that of the person concerned, relating his 
own history. In ch. xxvi. 15 — 18, very 
much more is related to have been said by 
the Lord : but perhaps he there, as he 
omits the subsequent particulars, includes 
the revelations made to him during the 
three days, and in the message of Ananias. 

7-] In ch. xxii. 9, we read, ‘‘ They 
that were with me saw indeed the light, 
and were afraid : hut they heard not the 
voice of him that spake to me.” Two ac- 
counts seemingly (and certainly, in the 
letter) discrepant j but exceedingly instruc- 
tive when their spirit is compared, — the 
fact being this; that the companions of 
Saul saw and were struck to the ground by 


the light, but saw no person .‘—that they 
stood (I should acknowledge the discre- 
pancy here, and recognize tlie more accu- 
rate detail of ch. xxvi. 14, that they fell to 
the ground) mute, hearing the sound of 
the voice, but not the words spoken and 
their meaning. Compare John xii. 29, 
note. Two classes of readers only will 
stumble at this difference of the forms of 
narration ; those who from enmity to the 
faith are striving to create or magnify dis- 
crepancies, — and those who, by the suicidal 
theory of verbal inspiration, are effectually 
doing the work of the former. The devout 
and intelligent student of Scripture will 
see in such examples a convincing proof of 
the simple truth of the narrative, — the 
absence of all endeavour to pare away ap- 
parent inconsistencies or revise them into 
conformity, — the bond fide work of holy 
truthful men, bearing each his testimony 
to things seen and heard under the guid- 
ance, not of the spirit of bondage, but of 
that Spirit of whom it is said, “ where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ’* — 
I should not too hastily determine that 
this account has not come from Saul him- 
self, on account of the above differences ; 
they are no more than might arise in nar- 
rations at different times by the same per- 
son. 8.] When his eyes were opened 
(it would seem that he had closed them on 
the first disappearance of the vision), he 
saw no one. He explains it, ch. xxii. 11, 
“ when I could not see for the glory of that 
light.” He had seen, what those with him 
had not seen, the glorious Person of the 
Lord Jesus. See below on ver. 18. 

9. he neither did eat nor drink] There is 
no occasion to soften these words; the 
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there was a certain disciple at Damascus, * named Ananias I gch.xzH. 12. 
and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he 
said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto 
him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, 
and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, ^ of ^ch.xxi.wr 
Tarsus: for, behold, he praycth, and hath seen [^in 
a vision] a man named Ananias coming in, and putting 
his hand on him, that he might receive his sight, Then 
Ananias answered. Lord, I have heard ® hj/ many of this 
man, ^ how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jeru- 
Salem : and here he hath authority from the chief ^ v|l sp- rSi, 

priests to bind all ^that call on thy name. But the ii.^22.* 

^ omitted hy some ancient authorities. ® rendeVy from. 


effect produced on him by the heavenly 
vision (ch. xxvi. 19), aided by his own 
deeply penitent and remorseful state of 
mind, rendered him indifferent to all sus- 
tenance whatever. 10.] Paul adds, 

ch, xxii. 12, with particularity, as defend- 
ing himself before the Jews, that Ananias 
was a devout man accordiny to the law, 
having a good report of all the Jews which 
dwelt there saying nothing of the com- 
mand received by him, nor that he was a 
disciple. In ch. xxvi., speaking before the 
Homan governor, he does not mention him. 
— Mr. Howson remarks on the close analogy 
between the divine procedure by visions 
here, and in ch. x. Here, Ananias is pre- 
pared for his work, and Saul for the recep- 
tion of him as a messenger, each by a 
vision ; and similarly Peter and Cornelius 
in ch. X. I may add, that in ch. viii., 
where the preparation of heart was already 
found in the eunuch, Fhilip only was super- 
naturally prepared for the interview. 

11.] ** We are allowed to bear in mind that 
the thoroughfares of Eastern cities do not 
change, and to believe that the * straight 
street,* which still extends through Damas- 
cus in long perspective from the eastern 
gate, is the street where Ananias spoke to 
Saul.*' (Conybeare and Howson, p. 115.) 

the house of Judas] The houses of 
Ananias and Judas are still shewn to tra- 
vellers. Doubtless they (or at least the 
former) would long be remembered and 
pointed out by Christians ; but, in the long 
degradation of Christianity in the East, 
most of such identities must have been lost ; 
and imposture is so easy, that it is hardly 
possible to cherish the thought that the 
spots now pointed out can be the true ones. 
And so of all cases, where we have not un- 
alterable or unalte:^ data to go on. Still, 

3 


true as this is, we liave sometimes proofs 
and illustrations unexj)ectedly apjiearing, 
as research goes on, which identify as 
authentic, sites long pointed out by tradi- 
tion. So that our way seems to be, to seek 
for all such elucidations, and meantime to 
suspend our judgment : but never to lose 
sight of, nor to treat contemptuously at 
first sight, a local belief. of Tarsus] 
The first place where he is so specified. — 
Tarsus was the capital of the province of 
Cilicia, a large and jxjpulous city in a fruit- 
ful plain on the river Cydnus, which flowed 
through the midst of it, with a swift stream 
of remarkably cold water. Strabo speaks 
most highly of its eminence in schools of 
philosophjs and says that they excelled 
those even of Athens and Alexandria. He 
enumerates many leaimed men who had 
sprung from it. It was a ^*free city*' i. e. 
one which, though under Rome, lived 
under its own laws and chose its own 
magistrates. freedom was granted to 

it by Antony : and much later we find it a 
Roman colony. It is now a toum with 
about 20,000 inhabitants, and is described 
as being a den of poverty, filth, and ruins. 
There are many remains of the old to'v^Ti. 

behold, he prayeth] This word 
would set before Ananias, more powerfully 
than any other, the state of Saul. 

12. a man named Ananias] A man, whose 
name in the same vision he knew to be 
Ananias. The sight of the man and the 
knowledge of his name were both granted 
him in his vision. 13. thy saints] 
This is the first time that this afterwards 
well-known appellation occurs as applied 
to the believers in Christ. 14.] It 

could hardly fail to have been notified to 
the Christians at Dtimascas by their bre- 
thren at Jerusalem, that Saul was on lua 
2 
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ich^.iuhs: Lord said unto him, Go thy way: ^for ^he is fir a chosen 
Rom. Li. vessel unto me, to bear my name before ^ the Gentiles, 
kings, and the children of Israel : for ° I will 

2TiS;i!u. shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s 
^ G«ii. sake. 17 p And Ananias went his way, and entered into 
the house : and ^putting his hands on him said, Brother 
oSuxx.28: Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the 
pIHriha®’ thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou mightest 

qih.Ym.i7. receive thy sight, and ^be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

IS And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 

ziii. 63. 

scales ; and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was 
baptized, And when he had received meat, he was 
gch.xxvi.2o. strengthened. ^ Then was Saul certain days with the 
disciples which were at Damascus. And straightway he 
tch.vm. 87 . preached ^ Christ in the synagogues, Hhat he is the Son 
t render, this man. 

fir literally, a Vessel of choice, or, of election. 

render, nations. t read and render, And he Was. 

^ read, JeSUS. 


way to persecute them. 16. a vessel 
of choice] i. e. a chosen vessel : as we say, 
‘the man of his choice.^ St. Paul often 
uses this word vessel in a similar meaning, 
see 2 Cor. iv. 7 j 1 Thess. iv. 4 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
21; and especially Rom. ix. 22, 23, &c., 
where it is used in illustrating God’s 
sovereign power in election. to bear, 

perhaps in reference to the metaphor in 
vessel. nations] i.e. the Gentiles. 

This would hardly be understood at the 
time : it was afterwards on a remarkable 
occasion repeated to Paul by the Lord in a 
vision (see ch. xxii. 21), and was regarded 
by him as the specific command which gave 
the direction to his ministry, see Gal. ii. 7, 
8. kings] Agrippa, and probably 

Nero. 16. I will shew him . . .] The 
fulfilment of this is testified by Paul him- 
self, ch. XX. 23, 25 ; see also xxi. 11. 

17. and be filled with the Holy Ghost] I 
can hardly think that these words imply 
that the Lord had said to Ananias more 
than is above related : I would rather view 
them as a natural inference from what was 
said in ver. 15. — In ch. xxii. 14, where the 
command to Ananias is omitted, Ais speech 
contains much of the reason given in the 
command here. It is remarkable again 
how Paul, speaking there to an infuriated 
Jewish mob, gives the words spoken just 
that form which would best gain him a 
favourable hearing with them, — for ex- 
ample, “ tAe God of our fathers /* — “ to 
9ee that Just One/* ** all men/* avoiding as 


yet the hateful word “ Gentiles/* He 
there too gives, “ Jrise, and he baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling upon 
the name of the Lord/* as part of the ex- 
hortation of Ananias. 18. as it had 
been scales] The recovery of sight is 
plainly related as miraculous, the conse- 
quence of the divinely-appointed laying on 
of the hands of Ananias. And this scaly 
substance which fell from his eyes was 
thrown off in the process of the instanta- 
neous healing. was baptized] It has 

been well remarked by Olshausen, that 
great honour was here placed upon the 
sacrament of baptism, inasmuch as not 
even Saul, who had seen the Lord in spe- 
cial revelation and was an elect vessel, was 
permitted to dispense with this, the Lord’s 
appointed way of admission into His Church. 

19. certain days] A few days ; of 
quiet, and becoming acquainted with those 
as brethren, whom he came to persecute 
as infidels : but not to learn from them, the 
gospel (for this he did not receive from 
man, neither was he taught it. Gal. i. 12), 
nor was the time longer than to admit of 
straightway being used, ver. 20, — and in- 
deed the same word is used of the whole 
space (including his preaching in our vv. 
20, 21) preceding the journey to Arabia, 
in Gal. i. 16. See below. 20. he preached 
Jesus] The alteration to “ Christ** has 
probably, as Meyer suggests, been made 
from doctrinal considerations, to fix on 
“ the Son of God " the theological sense, — 
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of God. But all that heard him were amazed, and 
said; '^Is not this he that ^destroyed them which called on ^ 

thu name in Jerusalem^ and ^came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests ? 

But Saul increased the more in strength, ^and con- *ch »vm. 28 . 
founded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that 
this is ^ very Christ. ^3 after that many days were 
fulfilled, y the Jews took counsel to kill him : 24 z their y ch. iiili. 12t 

laying await was known oof Saul. And they watched 


^ render, destroyed in Jerusalem 
render, had COme. 

® better, to, or by- 

that Christ is the Son of Ood — instead of 
that which it now bears, — that Jesus is 
the Son of Qod, i. e. that Jesus of Naza- 
reth, as a matter of fact, is the Son of 
God, i. e. the Messiah expected under that 
appellation. 21.] had come hither, im- 
plying the abandonment of the purpose. 

22.] I regard the expression Saul 
increased the more in strength, as the 
only words beneath which can lie con^ 
cealed the journey to Arabia. Paul men- 
tions this journey (Gal. i. 17) with no ob- 
scure hint that to it was to be assigned the 
reception by him, in full measure, of the 
Gospel which he preached. And such a 
reception would certainly give rise to the 
great accession of power here recorded. I 
am the more disposed to allot that journey 
this place, from the following considera- 
tions. The omission of any mention of it 
here can arise only from one of two causes : 
(1) whether Paul himself were the source 
of the narrative, or some other narrator, — 
the intentional passing over of it, as 5e- 
longing more to his personal history (which 
it was his express purpose to relate in Gal. i.) 
than to that of his ministry : (2) on the 
supposition of Paul not having been the 
source of the narrative, — the narrator 
having not been aware of it. In either 
case, this expression seems to me one very 
likely to have been used ; — (1) if the omis- 
sion was intentional, ^io record a remark- 
able accession of power to Saul’s ministry, 
without particularizing whence or how it 
came ; (2) if it was unintentional, — as a 
simple record of that which was observed 
in him, but of which the course was to the 
narrator unknown. confounded the 

Jews which dwelt at Damascus] Chrysos- 
tom strikingly says, '‘Being learned in their 
law, he stopped their mouths and suffered 
them not to speak ; they thought that they 
had got rid of such arguments in getting 


them that called on this name. 

^ render, the. 


rid of Stephen, and behold, they found an- 
other arguer more powerful than Stephen.” 

23. many days] Jn Damascus, see 

above on ver. 19. The whole time, from 
his conversion to his journey to Jerusalem, 
was three years. Gal. i. 18. took 

counsel to kill him] “ The Jews again have 
recourse to the logic of force. They no 
longer seek for suborned men, and false 
accusers and false witnesses.” Chrysostom. 

24. ] In 2 Cor. xi. 32, St. Paul 
writes, “ Jw Damascus the governor under 
Areias the king kept the city of the Da- 
mascenes with a garrison, desirous to ap- 
prehend me.** A somewhat difficult chro- 
nological question arises respecting the 
subordination of Damascus to this ArStas. 
Tlie city, under Augustus and Tiberius, 
was attached to the province of Syria ; 
and we have coins of Damascus of both 
these emperors, and again of Nero and his 
successors. But we have none of Caligula 
and Claudius; and the following circum- 
stances seem to point to a change in the 
rulership of Damascus at the death of 
Tiberius. There had been for some time 
war between Aretas, king of Arabia Naha- 
teea (whose capital was Petra), and Herod 
Antipas, on account of the divorce by 
Her(^ of Aretas’ daughter at the instance 
of Herodias, and on account of some 
disputes about their frontiers. A battle 
was fought, and Herod’s army entirely de- 
stroyed. On this Antipas, who was a 
favourite with Tiberius, sent to Rome for 
help ; and Vitellius, the governor of Syria, 
was commissioned to march against Aretas, 
and take him, dead or alive. While on hig 
march, he heard at Jerusalem of the death 
of TiberiiTs (March 16, jl.d. 37), and no 
longer being able to carry out his in- 
tended war, on account of the change 
of the supreme power from Tiberius to 
Cal^ula, abandoned his march, and sent 
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P the gates day and night to kill him. ^5 q Then the dis- 
ciples took him by night, and ®let him down by the wall 
i)Jh!'xxu.i7. in a basket. ^6 r come to Jerusalem, 

Gal. i. 17 , 18 . assayed to join himself to the disciples : * hut they were 
all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 
27 c Barnabas took him, and brought him to the 
apostles, and declared imto them how he had seen the 
dver.20,22. Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, ‘^and 
how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 
e Gal. 1.18. Jesus. 28 ® hc was with them coming in and going 

out at Jerusalem. 29 And he spake boldly in the name of 
fch.vi.i:xi. Lord Jesus], and disputed against the ^ ^ (rrmaws ; 

P read, even the gates. *1 render, But. 

^ read, hc. ® render. And. 

^ omitted hy many of our ancient authorities. ^ render, Grecian JeWS. 


his army into their winter-quarters, him- 
self returning to Antioch. This change 
of the supreme power brought about a 
great change in the situation of Antipas 
and his enemy. Antipas was soon (a.d. 
39) banished to Lyons, and his kingdom 
given to Agrippa, his foe (Antt. xviii. 7. 2), 
who had been living in habits of intimacy 
with the new emperor. It would be natu- 
ral that Aretas, who had been grossly 
injured by Antipas, should, by this change 
of affairs, be received into favour ; and the 
more so, as there was an old grudge be- 
tween Vitellius and Antipas, of which Jo- 
sephus says, he concealed his anger until 
the reign of Caligula, when he followed it 
up. Now in the year 38 Caligula made 
several changes in the East, granting 
Ituraja to Soaiinus, Lesser Armenia and 
parts of Arabia to Cotys, the territory of 
Cotys to Khametalces, — and to Polemon, 
the son of Polemon, his father’s govern- 
ment. These facts, coupled with that of 
no Damascene coins of Caligula and Clau- 
dius existing (which might be fortuitous, 
but acquires force when thus combined), 
make it probable that about this time 
Damascus, which belonged to the prede- 
cessors of Aretas, was granted to Aretas by 
Caligula. This would at once solve the 
difficulty. The other suppositions, — that 
the Ethnarch was only visiting the city 
(as if he could then have guarded the city 
to prevent Paul’s escape), — or that Aretas 
had seized Damascus on Vitellius giving 
up the expedition against hiid (as if a 
Roman governor of a province would, while 
waiting for orders from a new emperor, 
quietly allow one of its chief cities to be 
taken from him), — are in the highest degree 


improbable. 26.] Further particularized 
by the addition of ^'‘through a window*^ 
2 Cor. xi. 33. Such windows in the walls 
of cities are common in the East : see Josh, 
ii. 15 : and an engraving of part of the 
present wall of Damascus in Conybeare and 
Howson’s Life of St. Paul, i. p. 121. 
in a basket] The word here is the same as 
in Matt. xv. 37, wliere see note. 26.] 
He went to Jerusalem immediately : the 
purpose of this journey was to become 
acquainted with Peter, Gal. i. 18 : a reso- 
lution probably taken during the con- 
spiracy of the Jews against him at Da- 
mascus, and in furtherance of his announced 
mission to the Gentiles : that, by conference 
with the Apostles, his sphere of work might 
be agreed on. And this purpose his escape 
enabled him to effect. 27.] It is very 
])robablc that Barnabas and Saul may have 
been personally known to each other in 
youth. “ Cyprus is only a few hours’ sail 
from Cilicia. The schools of Tarsus may 
naturally have attracted one who, though 
a Levite, was a Hellenist : and there the 
friendship may have begun, which lasted 
through many vicissitudes, till it was rudely 
interrupted in the dispute at Antioch (ch. 
XV. 39).” Conybeare and Howson, edn. 2, 
i. p. 127. brought him to the apos- 
tles] Only to Peter, and James the Lord’s 
brother. Gal. i. 18, 19. Probably there 
were no other Apostles there at the time ; 
if there were, it is hardly conceivable that 
Saul should not have seen them. On his 
second visit, he saw John also (Gal. ii. 9). 
Perhaps he never saw in the flesh any other 
of the Apostles after his conversion. 

29. the Grecian Jews] See ch. vi. 1 and 
note* This he did, partly, we may infer. 
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*but they * went about to slay him. Which when the ^s. 
brethren knew, they brought him down to CaBsarea, and 
sent him forth to Tarsus. 

the churches rest throughout all Judcea 
and Galilee and Samaria, * and were edified ; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, ® icere multiplied. 

And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all 
® \_quarters'\, he came down also to the saints which dwelt 

* i. e. attempted. y read and render, So then the church had peace, 

* read and render, being built up and going onward in the fear of 
the Lord, and was multiplied by the exhortation of the Holy Spirit. 

®’ not in the original ; perhaps it rather means, all the bclicvers J see note. 


to avoid the extreme and violent opposi' 
tion which he would immediately encounter 
from the Jews themselves, — but partly 
also, it may well be believed, because he 
himself in tlie synagogues of tlie Hellenists 
had opp<^)sed Stephen formerly. 30. 
Which when the brethren knew . . . .] 
There was also another reason. He was 
praying in the temple, and saw the Lord in 
a vision, who commanded him to depart, 
for they would not receive his testimony : 
— and sent him from thence to the Gen- 
tiles ; see ch. xxii. 17 — 21 and notes. His 
stay in Jerusalem at this visit was fifteen 
days. Gal. i. 18. to Caesarea] From 
the whole cast of the sentence, and the 
words brought him down and sent him 
forth, we should infer this to be Cmsarca 
Stratonis (see on ch. x. 1), even if this were 
not determined by the word Ccesarea used 
absolutely, which always applies to this 
city, and not to CVsarea Philippi (which 
some believe to be meant : see Matt. xvi. 
13 and note). From Gal. i. 21, it would 
appear that Saul about this time traversed 
Sgria (on his way to Tarsus ?). If so, he 
probably went by sea to Seleucia, and 
thence to Antioch. The expression sent 
him forth, looks more like a ‘ sending off' 
by sea, than a mere * sending forward ’ by 
land. They sent him towards, ^ for,' 

Tarsus. He was not idle there, but cer- 
tainly preached the Gospel, and in all pro- 
bability was the founder of the churches 
alluded to ch. xv. 23 and 41. 

31.] Flouhishino state op the 
CHURCH IN Palestine at this time. 
Commencement of new section : compare 
note, ch. xi. 19. The reading church, 
instead of “ churches^ can hardly (as 
Meyer) be an alteration to suit the idea 
of the unity of the church, — as in that 
case we should have similar alterations 


in ch. XV. 41 ; xvi. 5, where no variations 
are found in the chief MSS. More pro- 
bably, it has been altered here to conform 
it to those places. This description pro- 
bably embraces most of the time since the 
conversion of Saul. De Wette observes, 
that the attention of the Jews was, during 
mu(;h of this time, distracted from the 
Christians, by the attempt of Caligula to 
set up his image in the temple at Jeru- 
salem, related by Josephus. being 

built up, or edified : see Matt. xvi. 18. It 
probably refers to both external and in- 
ternal strength and accession of grace. 
8t. Paul commonly uses it of spiritual 
building up : see 1 Cor. viii. 1 ; x. 23 ; 
xiv. 4, 17 ; 1 Thess. v. 11. and was 

multiplied by the exhortation of (i. e. 
inspired by) the Holy Spirit] This is 
the only rendering which suits the usage 
of the words. See on the others which 
have been given, in my Greek Testament. 

32—35.] Healing op .^neas at 
Lydda by Peter. This and the follow- 
ing miracle form the introduction to the 
very important portion of Peter's history 
which follows in ch. x., — by bringing him 
and his work before us again. 

32. as Peter passed throughout all . . . ] 
These w^ords are aptly introduced by the 
notice in ver. 31, which shews that Peter's 
journey was not an escape from persecution, 
but undertaken at a time of peace, and for 
the purpose of visiting the churches. — 
The word all, to which no substantive is 
supplied in the original, may be neuter, 
'all parts:' but it is probably masculine, 
and all the saints " or " all the brethren " 
are understood. As I have implied on 
ver. 31, this journey of Peter's is not 
necessarily consecutive on the events of 
vv. 1 — 30. But an alternative presents 
itself here j either it took place h^ore the 
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at Lydda. And there he found a certain man named 
JEncas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was 
sick of the palsy. And Peter said unto him, -Eneas, 
Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy 
bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt 
1 1 chron. V. at Lydda and ^ Saron saw him, and ^ turned to the Lord, 
m oh. 11.21. 30 there was at Joppa a certain disciple named 

Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this 
woman was full “of good works and almsdeeds which she 
did. And it came to pass in those days, that she was 
sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid 
och.i.i8. her in ®an upper chamber. And forasmuch as Lydda 

^ render here, J CSUS the Christ. 


arrival of Saul in Jerusalem, or after his 
departure : for Peter was there during his 
visit (Gal. i. 18). It seems most likely 
that it was before his arrival. For (1) it 
is St. Luke’s manner in this first part of 
the Acts, where he is carrying on several 
histories together, to follow the one in 
hand as far os some resting-point, and then 
go back and take up another : see eh. viii. 
2 thus taken up from ver. 1 : ver. 4 going 
hack to the dispersion : — ch. ix. 1 taken 
up from viii. 3 ; — xi. 19, from viii. 4 
again : — and (2) the journey of Peter to 
visit the churches which were now resting 
after the persecution would hardly be 
delayed so long as three whole years. So 
that it is most natural to place this sec- 
tion, viz. ch. ix. 32 — xi. 18 (for all this is 
continuous), before the visit of Saul to 
Jerusalem^ and during his stay at Damas- 
cus or in Arabia. See further on xi. 19. 

Lydda] Called Lod, Neh. vii. 37.— 
A large village near Joppa (ver. 38), on the 
Mediterranean, just one day’s journey from 
Jerusalem. It afterwards became the im- 
rtant town of Diospolis. 33. JEn^as] 
hether a believer or not, does not ap- 
pear; from Peter’s visit being to the 
saints f it would seem that he was : but 
perhaps the indefinite term, a certain 
man, may imply the contrary, as also 
Peter’s w'ords, announcing a free and un- 
expected gift from One whom he knew 
not. 85. aU that dwelt in L. and 
S. saw him;— which also (this is the 
literal rendering, and is equivalent to 
and they) turned to the Lord] A general 
conversion of the inhabitants to the faith 
followed. Saron] Perhaps not a vil- 
lage, but the celebrated plain of that 
name [Sharon], extending along the coast 
from Csesarea to Joppa, see Isa. xxxiii. 


9 ; XXXV. 2 ; Ixv. 10 ; Cant. ii. 1 ; 1 Chron. 
xxvii. 29. Mariti mentions a village 
Saren between Lydda and Arsuf (see 
Josh. xii. 18, marg. A. V.) : but more 
recent travellers do not notice it. 
36—43.] Raising of Tabitha from 
THE HEAD. 86. at Joppa] Joppa 

was a very ancient Philistian city, on 
the frontier of Dan, but not belonging 
to that tribe, Josh. xix. 46 ; on the coast 
(ch. x. 6), w'ith a celebrated but not very 
secure harbour : (sec 2 Chron. ii. 16 ; Ezra 

iii. 7 ; Jonah i. 3 ; 1 Macc. xiv. 5 ; 2 Macc. 

xii. 3) — situated in a plain (1 Macc. x. 75 
— 77) near Lydda (ver. 38), at the end ot 
the mountain road connecting Jerusalem 
with the sea. The Maccabean generals, 
Jonathan and Simon, took it from the 
Syrians and fortified it (1 Macc. x. 74< — 76 ; 
xiv. 5, 34). Pompey joined it to the pro- 
vince of Syria, but Caesar restored it to 
Hyreanus, and it afterwards formed part 
of the kingdom of Herod and of Archelaus, 
after whose deposition it reverted to the 
province of Syria, to which it belonged at 
the time of our narrative. It was de- 
stroyed by Caius Cestius; but rebuilt, and 
became a nest of Jewish pirates, in con- 
sequence of which Vespasian levelled it 
with the ground, and built a fort there, 
which soon became the nucleus of a new 
town. It is now called Jaffa, and has 
about 7000 inhabitants, half of whom are 
Christians. Tabitha] This name, in 

Aramaic, answers to Dorcas, in Greek, 
signifying a gazelle. It appears also in 
the l^bbinical books as a female name: 
the gazelle being in the East a favourite 
type of beauty. See Song of Sol. ii. 9, 17 ; 

iv. 5 ; vii, 3. Lightfoot remarks, that she 
was probably a Hellenist (i. e. a Grecian 
Jewess), and thus was known by both 
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was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter 
was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that 
he would not delay to come to them. Then Peter arose 
and went with them. When he was come, they brought 
him into the upper chamber : and all the widows stood by 
him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which 
Dorcas made, while she was with them, g^t Peter 
put them all forth, and ^ kneeled down, and prayed ; p Matt. ix. 25. 

, IJ'q ch. vii. (JO. 

and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And ^ ^2" j^:hn ii. 
she opened her eyes : and when she saw Peter, she sat 
up. And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, 
and when he had called the saints and widows, presented 
her alive. And it was known throughout all Joppa ; 

®and many believed in the Lord. And it came to pass, 
that he tarried many days in Joppa with one ^ Simon atcb.xe. 
tanner. 

X. 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Corne- 


names. 39. all the widows] The 

widows of the plaee, for whom she made 
these garments. made] i. e. used 

to make (i, e. weave) : not ‘ /md madej 
40. put them all forth] After tlie 
example of his divine Master, see Luke viii. 
54. 43. a tanner] From tlie extracts 

ill Wetstein and Schottgcn, it appears that 
the Jews regarded the occupation of a 
tanner as a half-unclean one. In this case 
it would shew, as De Wette observes, that 
the stricter Jewish practices were already 
disregarded by the Apostle. It also would 
shew, in how little honour he and his office 
were held by the Jews at Cmsarea. 

CnAP. X. 1 — 48.] Conversion (by 

SPECIAL DIVINE PREARRANOEMENT) AND 
BAPTISM OP THE GeNTILE CORNELIUS AND 
HIS PARTY. We may remark, that the 
conversion of the Gentiles was no new idea 
to Jews rr Christians, but that it had been 
universally regarded as to take place hy 
their reception into Judaism. Of late, 
however, since the Ascension, we see the 
truth that the Gospel was to be a Gospel 
of the uncircumcision, beginning to be 
recognized by some. Stephen, carrying 
out the principles of his own apology, 
could hardly have failed to recognize it ; 
and the Cyprian and Cyrensean mission- 
aries of ch. xi. 20 preached the word to the 
Grecians (not the Grecian Jews') cer- 
tainly before the conversion of Cornelius, 
Tliis state of things might have given rise 
to a permanent schism in the infant 
church. The Hellenists, and perhaps 
£iaul, with his dednite mission to the 


Gentiles, might have formed one party, 
and the Hebrews, with Peter at their 
head, the other. But, as Neander ad- 
mirably observes, ‘ The pernicious influence 
with which, from the first, the self-seeking 
and one-sided prejudices of human nature 
threatened the divine work, was counter- 
acted by the superior influence of the 
Holy Spirit, which did not allow the dif- 
ferences of men to reach such a point of 
antagonism, but enabled them to retain 
unity ill variety. We recognize the pre- 
venting wisdom of God, — which, while 
giving scope to the free agency of man, 
knows how to iriterjiose His immediate 
revelation just at the moment when it is 
requisite for the success of the divine work, 
— by noticing, that when the A^iostles 
needed this wider development of their 
Christian knowledge for the exercise of 
their vocation, and when the lack of it 
would have been exceedingly detrimental, 
— at that very moment, by a remarkable 
coincidence of inward revelation with a 
chain of outward circumstances, the illu- 
mination hitherto wanting was imparted 
to them.* 1. Gsesarea] As this town 

bears an important part in early Christian 
history, it will be well to give hero a full 
account of it. C jssarea (“ of Palestine f 
called hy the sea ” [as we say, “ super 
mare”] in several places in Josephus, or 
Stratonis [see below], — distinguished from 
Caesarea Philippi, see note Matt. xvi. 13) 
is between Joppa and Dora, 68 Roman 
miles from Jerusalem according to the 
Jerusalem Itinerary, 75 according to Jo- 
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Iiu9, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 
^ “a devout man, and one that ^feared God with all his 
bier. 86 . house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed 
c ver.^80. ch. to God alway. ^ He saw in a vision evidently about the 
ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, 
and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he ® looked 
on him, he was afraid, and said. What is it, Lord ? And 
he said unto him. Thy prayers and thine alms are come 
up for a memorial before God. ^ And now send men to 
J oppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter : ^ he 

® render^ as in ch. i. 10 , looked stodfastly. 


Beplms, — 86 miles from Ptolemais (a day^s 
journey. Acts xxi. 8), — 30 from .Toppa; — 
one of the largest towns in Palestine, with 
an excellent liaven, built by Herod the 
Great, and called 8ebastos (Augustus) in 
honour of Cavsar. It was, even before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the seat of the 
llonian Procurators (see ch. xxiii. 23 ff. ; 
xxiv. 27 ; xxv. 1), and is called by Tacitus 
the capital of Judcea. It was chiefly 
inhabited by Gentiles, but there were also 
many thousand Jewish inhabitants. It 
was built by Herod the Great. Beforetime 
there was only a fort there, called the 
tower of Strato. It was fortified, ju’ovided 
with a haven (see ch. ix. 30 ; xviii. 22), 
and in honour of Cavsar Augustus named 
Caesarea, more fully Ciesarea Sebaste. 
Vespasian made it a Koman colony. Abul- 
feda speaks of it as in ruins in his time 
(a.d. 1300). At present there are a few 
ruins only, and some fishers’ huts, 
a centurion] The subordinate officer com- 
manding the sixth part of a cohort, or 
half a maniple. of the band called 
the Italian band] i. e. of a cohort levied 
in Italy ^ not in Syria. 2. a devout 
man, wd one that feared God] i.e. he 
had abandoned polytheism, and was a 
worshipper of the true God : whether a 
proselyte of the gate, or not, seems un- 
certain. That he may have been such, 
there is nothing in the narrative to pre- 
clude : nor does Meyer’s objection apply, 
that it is not probable that, among the 
many thousand converts, no Greek prose- 
lyte bad yet been admitted by baptism 
into the church. Many such cases may 
have occurred, and some no doubt had : 
but the object of this providential inter- 
ference seems to have been, to give solemn 
sanction to such reception, by the agency of 
him wlio was both the chief of the Apostles, 
and the strong upholder of pure J udaism. 
It is hardly possible that the words ** of 
good report among all the nation qf the 


tTeivs ” (vcr. 22) should have been said of a 
Gentile not in any way conformed to the 
Jewish faith and worshi[). The great point 
(ch. xi. 3) which made the present event so 
important, was, that Cornelius was an un~ 
cir(‘umcised person. Doubtless also among 
his company (ver. 21) there must have been 
many who were not proselytes. gave 

much alms to the people] i. e. to the 
Jewish inhabitants, see ch. xxvi. 17,23; 
xxviii. 17 ; John xi. 50; xviii. 11, and else- 
where. prayed to God alway] From 

(’ornelius’s own narrative, vcr. 31, as well as 
from the .analogy of God’s dealings, we are 
certainly justified in inferring, with Nean- 
der, that the subject of his prayers was thut 
he might be guided into truth, and if so, 
hardly without reference to that faith which 
was now spreading so widely over Judsea. 
This is not matter of conjecture, but is im- 
plied by Peter’s words, “ye knotof &c., in 
ver. 37. Further than this, we cannot infer 
with certainty ; but, if the particular diffi^ 
culty present in his mind be sought, we 
can hardly avoid the conclusion that it was 
connected with the apparent necessity of 
embracing Judaism and circumcision in 
order to become a believer on Christ. 

3. in a vision evidently] not in a trance y 
as ver. 10, and ch. xxii. 17, — but with his 
bodily eyes : thus asserting the objective 
truth of the appearance. about the 
ninth hour of the day] It here appears 
that Cornelius observed the Jewish hours 
of prayer. 4. for a memorial] i. e. 

‘ so as to be a memorial.' — There has be.en 
found a difficulty by some in the fact that 
Cornelius’s works were received as well pleas- 
ing to God, before he had justifying faith 
in Clirist. But it is surely easy to answer, 
with Calvin and Augustine, that Cornelius 
could not have prayed, without faith. His 
faith was all that he could then attain to, 
and brought forth its fruits abundantly in 
his life : one of which fruits, and the best 
of them, was, the earnest seeking by prayer 
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lodge th with one ^ Simon a tanner, whose house is by the deh.ix.4s. 
sea side [^ : ^ he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to ech.xi.u. 

7 And when the angel which spake unto ® Cornelius was 
departed, he called two of his household servants, and a 
devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 

^ and when he had declared all these] things unto 
them, he sent them to Joppa. ^ On the morrow, as they 
went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, 

^ Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth fch.xi.s.&c. 
hour : and he became very hungry, and would have 

eaten : but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 
and ^^saiv heaven opened, and a certain vessel descend- 
ing \^imto Am], as it had been a great sheet '^knit at the 
four corners, and let down to the earth : wherein were 

^ all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and ivild beasts, 
and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there 

^ omit^ with all our oldest MSS. and versions. 

® read, him. ^ not in the original. 

& render, beholdeth. 

^ omit. i render, tied by four ropo-cnds. 

^ read and render, all the fourfooted and creeping things of tho 
earth. 


for a better and more perfect faitli. 

7. was departed] So in Luke i. 38: — 
another token of the objective reality of 
the vision ; ^'‘coming in** (ver. 3) and “ de- 
parting** denoting the real acts of the 
angel, not the mere deemings of Cornelius, 
9. On the morrow] The distance 
was thirty Roman miles, part of which 
they performed on the preceding evening, 
perhaps to Apollonia, — and the rest that 
morning. By the word rendered the 

housetop, Jerome, Luther, Erasmus, and 
others, understand an upper chamber. But 
why do we not then find here the word which 
St. Luke so frequently uses for an upper 
chamber ? It was the flat roof, much fre- 
quented in the East for purposes of exer- 
cise (2. Sam. xi. 2 ; Dan. iv. 29, marg.), — 
of sleeping in summer (1 Sam. ix. 26, by 
inference, and as expressed in LXX), — of 
conversation (ib. ver. 25), — of mourning 
(Isa. XV. 3; Jer. xlviii. 38), — of erecting 
booths at the feast of tabernacles (Neh. 
viii. 16), — of other religious celebrations 
(2 Kings xxiii. 12 ; Jer. xix. 13 ; Zeph. i. 
6), — of publicity (2 Sam. xvi. 22 ; Matt. 
X. 27 j Luke xii. 3. Jos. B. J. ii. 21. 5), — 
of observation (Judg. xvi. 27 ; Isa. xxii. 1), 
— and for any process requiring fresh air 
aftd sun (Josh. ii. 6). the sixth hour] 


The second hour of prayer : also of the 
mid-day meal. 10. he fell into a 

tranoe] literally, a tranoe fell upon him. 
The distinction of this appearance from tho 
** vision** above (though the usage is not 
always strictly observed) is, that in this 
case that which was seen was a revelation 
shewn to the eye of the beholder when rapt 
into a supernatural state, having, as is the 
case in a dream, no objective reality : 
whereas, in the other case, the thing seen 
actually happened, and was beheld by the 
person as an ordinary spectator, in the 
possession of his natural senses. 11. 

tied by four rope-ends] Not, as A. V., * knit 
at the four corners,* but as in margin. 
The ends of the ropes were attached to the 
sheet, and, in the vision, they only were 
seen. — These four ends are not without 
meaning, directed as they are to the four 
parts of heaven, and intimating that men 
from the North, South, East, and West, 
now were accounted clean before God, and 
were called to a share in his kingdom : see 
Luke xiii. 29. We must not wander away 
into childish exaggeration of symbolism, 
as some have done, interpreting the four 
ends of the four gospels, &c. 12. all 

the fourfooted and creeping things of th^ 
earth] literally ; not * many of each kind«’ 
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came a voice to him, Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat. But 
hRev.xi. 4 : Peter said. Not so, Lord; '■for I have never eaten any 
E2ek.'iv.i4. thing that is common or unclean, the voice spake 

i 11. unto him again the second time, ^ ^ What God hath cleansed, 
it^To.'i^cJJ: [“ that\ call not thou common. This was done thrice ; 
fv.^J TiiT’ ^ the vessel was received up again"] into heaven. 

Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision 
which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which 
were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon’s 
house, and stood before the gate, i® and called, and asked 
whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged 
kch.xi.i2. there, While Peter thought on the vision, ^the Spirit 
1 oh. XV. 7 . said unto him. Behold, P three men seek thee. ^oi^rJgQ 
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting 
nothing : for I have sent them, Then Peter went down 
to the men which were sent xmio him from Cornelius;] 
and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek : what is the 
inver.i.2.&c. cause whercforc ye are come? And they said, Corne- 
lius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, 
iich.xxii,i2. and ”of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was 
warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into 

1 render, Those things which. “ omit, 

» read, and immediately. 

P Some of our oldest MSS. omit three I the Vatican MS. reads tWO. 

^ omit, ivith all our oldest authorities. 


nor * some of all kinds in the vision it 
seemed to Peter to be an assemblage of 
all creation. fourfooted . . . creep- 

ing things . . . fowls] In ch. xi. 6, Peter 
follows the more strictly Jewish division : 
see there. 14.] Peter rightly un- 

derstands the command as giving him free 
choice of all the creatures shewn to him. 
We cannot infer hence that the sheet 
contained unclean animals only. It was 
a mixture of clean and unclean, — the 
aggregate, therefore, being unclean. 

Lord] So Cornelius to the angel, vcr. 4. 
It is here addressed to the unknown hea- 
venly speaker. — On the clean and un- 
clean beasts, &c., see Levit. xi. 

16.] These weighty words have more than 
one application. They reveal wliat was 
needed for the occasion, in a figure : God 
letting down from heaven clean and un- 
clean alike, Jew and Gentile, — represented 
that He had made of one blood all nations 
to dwell on the face of all the earth ; God 
having purified these, si^ified that the 
distinction was now abolished which w'as 


‘ added because of transgressions ' (Gal. iii. 
19), — and all regarded in his eyes as pure 
for the sake of His dear Son. But the 
literal truth of the representation was also 
implied ; — that the same distinctions be- 
tween the animals intended for use as food 
were now done away, and free range al- 
lowed to men, as their lawful wants and 
desires invite them, over the w^hole creation 
of God : that creation itself having been 
purified and rendered clean for use by the 
satisfaction of Christ. The same truth 
which is asserted by the heavenly voice in 
Peter's vision, is declared Ephes. i. 10; 
Col. i. 20 ; 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. — Only we must 
be careful not to confound this restitution 
with the restoration of all things of ch. iii. 
21 ; see notes there. 16. thrice] de- 
noting the certainty of the thing revealed : 
see Gen. xli. 32. 18.] The strict sense 

is, that having called out (some one), they 
were enquiring. 19.] See ch. viii. 29, 
note. 20. I (emphatic) have sent 

thei]^ The Holy Spirit, shed down upon 
the dhurch to lead it into all the truthi 
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his house, and to hear words of thee. Then called he 

them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow ^ Peter 

went away with them, °and certain brethren from Joppa ‘''‘* 

accompanied him. And the morrow after they entered 

into Caesarea. And Cornelius ® waited for them, and had 

called together his kinsmen and near friends. And 

t as Peter teas coming in^ Cornelius met him, and fell down 

at his feet, and worshipped But Peter took 

him up, saying, p S tand up; I myself also am a man. pch.i^v.^i4^_^ 

27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found 

many that were come together. 28 g^id u.xito 

them. Ye know how ^that it is an unlawful thing for ^ John iv.o: 

a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of Gaui.h.n. 

another nation ; * hut ^ God hath shewed me that I should ^’Eph.mY' 

not call any man common or unclean. 29 Therefore came 

r read, he rose up and. ® render, was waiting. 

^ render, when Peter had come in. ^ omit .* not in the original, 

^ render, and. 


had in His divine arrangements brought 
about, by the angel sent to Cornelias, 
their coming. 28. lodged them] This 
was his first consorting with men uncir- 
cumcised and eating with them (ch. xi. 3) : 
though perhaps this latter is not necessarily 
implied. certain brethren from J oppa] 

Six, ch. xi. 12 : in expectation of some 
weighty event to which hereafter their tes- 
timony might be required, as indeed it was, 
as there appears. 24.] These near 

friends of Cornelius, like himself, must have 
been fearers of the true God, or at all events 
must have been influenced by his vision to 
wait for the teaching of Peter. 25. 

worshipped] St. Luke, observes Bengel, 
has not added “ him doubtless from an 
euphemistic motive. It was natural for 
Cornelius to think that one so pointed out 
by an angel must be deserving of the 
highest respect ; and this respect he shewed 
in a way which proves him not to have 
altogether lost the heathen training of his 
childhood. He must have witnessed the 
rise of the custom of paying divine honours 
first to those who were clothed with the 
delegated power of the senate, and then, 
even more conspicuously, to him in whom 
the imperial majesty centered. 26. I 

myself also am a man] This was the les- 
son which Peter’s vision had taught him, 
and he now begins to practise it : — the 
com/mon honour and equality of all man- 
kind in Qod*s sight. — Those who claim to 
have succeeded Peter, have not imitated 


this part of his conduct. See Rev. xix. 10 * 
xxii. 8. 27.] This second going in 

(compare ver. 25) betokens the completion 
of his entering in ; or the former, his en- 
tering the house, — this latter, the chamher, 
28.] Ye (emphatic) know: i. o. 
you, of all men, [best] know : being those 
immediately concerned in the obstruction 
to intercourse which the rule occasioned. 

bow that it is an unlawful thing, 
... or ‘ how unlawful a thing it is 
better the former. There is some difliculty 
about this unlawfulness of consorting with 
those foreigners who, like Cornelius, wor- 
shipped the true God. It rests upon no 
legal prohibition, and seems, at first sight, 
hardly consistent with the zeal to gain 
proselytes predicated of the Pharisees, 
Matt, xxiii. 15, and with other, Jewish and 
Rabbinical, notices cited in my Greek Test. 
But, whatever exceptions there may have 
been, it was unquestionably the general 
practice of the Jews, to separate them- 
selves in common life from uncircumcised 
persons. We have Juvenal testifying to 
this at Rome in his Satires, — that the Jews 
** would not shew the way except to their 
fellow-religionists, nor guide any but a 
circumcised person to a fountain of which 
he was in search.” And Tacitus says that 
'‘they cherished against all mankind the 
hatred of enemies, they were separate in 
board and bed,” &c. and] (not, ‘ hut 
God hath shewed me,’ as A. V.) * Te, 

though ye see me here, know, how strong 
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I [y unio yoii] without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent 
for : I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me ? 
so And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until 
this hour ; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, 
pch.i.io. and, behold, ®a man stood before me ‘in bright clothing, 
xvi.^!'’'Luke Cornelius, " thy prayer is heard, * and thine 

1 ver. '4. Dan. alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God. S 2 Send 

X. 12. , . ® 

therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname 
is Peter ; he is lodged in the house of [y one] Simon a 
^2chron.’Iix. tanner by the sea side : who, when he cometh, shall speak 
UTifo thee. S 3 Immediately therefore I sent to thee ; and 
Eph.v'i\ thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore 
K(VivV"‘ here present before God, to hear all things that 

are commanded thee of God. S 4 Then Peter opened his 
1 co?.‘xiT. is‘. mouth, and said, ^ Of a truth I perceive that God is no 

Gal. Hi. 28. ’ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

respecter of persons : S 5 1311^ z ^ every nation he that 

y omit. 

the prejudice is which would have kept me was that of the admissibility of men of all 
away : and J, though entertaining fully nations into the church of Christ. In this 
this prejudice myself, yet have been taught, sense onliffh^Ld he received any informa- 
&c.* The stress in reading must be laid tion as to the acceptahleness of men of all 
on me. 80. until this hour] viz. nations before God. He saw, that in 

the hour at w-hich he was then speaking, every nation, men who seek after God, who 
which probably w^as the sixth, the hour of receive His witness of Himself without 
the mid-day meal, which was the only one which He has left no man, and humbly 
partaken by the Jews on their solemn days, follow His will as far as they know it, — 
in bright clothing] In Luke xxiii. these have no extraneous hindrance, such 
11, where the same w'ord is used in the as uncircumcision, placed in their way to 
original, the brightness was in the colour : Christ, but are capable of being admitted 
here, probably, in some supernatural splen- into God’s church though Gentiles, and as 
dour. The garment might have been white Gentiles. That only such are spoken of, is 
(as in ch. i. 11) or not, - but at all events, agreeable to the nature of the case; for 
it was radiant with brightness. 33. men who do not fear God, and work un- 

all things that are commanded thee of righteousness, are out of the question, not 
God] He says this, not doubting that God, being likely to seek such admission. It is 
who had directed him to Peter, had also clearly unreasonable to suppose Peter to 
directed Peter what to speak to him. have meant, that each heathen’s natural 

34. opened his mouth] This is a phrase light and moral purity would render him 
used on occasions of more than ordinary acceptable in the sight of Qod : — for, if so, 
solemnity. See Matt. v. 2 ; xii. 35 ; ch. why should he have proceeded to preach 
viii. 35. Of a truth I perceive] ‘ For Christ to Cornelius, or indeed any more at 
the first time I now clearly, in' its fulness all ? And it is equally unreasonable to 
and as a living fact, apprehend (grasp by find any verbal or doctrinal difficulty in 
experience the truth of) what I read in the the expression worketh righteousnesB, or 
Scripture (Deut. x. 17 ; 2 Chron. xix. 7 ; to suppose that righteouBness must be 
Job xxxiv. 19).* 35.] hut gives the taken in its technical and imputed sense, 

explanation, — what it is that Peter now and therefore that he alludes to the state 
fully apprehends : but, as opposed to God of men after becoming believers. He 
being a respecter of persons in its now ap- speaks popularly, and certainly not with- 
parent sense. in every nation, &c.] out reference to the character he had 

It is very important that we should hold heard of Cornelius, which con.sisted of 
the right clue to guide us in understand- these very two parts, that he feared Qod, 
ing this saying. The question which re- and abounded in good works . — The deeper 
cent events had solved in Peter’s mind, truth, that the preparation of the heart 
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feareth liim, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him ; the word which z God sent unto the children of 
Israel, ® preaching peace by Jesus Christ: ^he is Lord ® 
of ^ all. b xjidi word^ I say, ye hioiv, which was i®20?* 
published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, \f fg™ *’ 
after the baptism which John preached; ^ God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with Rev. xvii. 14: 

* ^ xix. 16. 

power : who went about doing good, and healing all that 5 Luke Iv. is. 
were oppressed of the devil: ®for God was with him. w.'lieb.ro. 
39 And ^we are witnesses of all things which he did both 32* 

^ not expressed in the original : better ^ he. 

^ render, all men. ^ render, Ye know the matter. 

® render, J esus of Nazareth, how that God anointed him. 


itself in such men comes from God’s pre~ 
renting grace, is not in question here, nor 
touched uj)on. 36.] The construction 
of this and the following verse is very 
difficult. I have treated, in my Greek 
Test., of the various ways in which it has 
been taken, and, endeavoured to establish 
that one which I believe to be right. Set 
plainly before the English reader it will 
stand thus : — Of a truth I perceive, &c. . . . 
(and recognize this as) the word which 
God sent to the children of Israel, 
preaching peace (see reff.) through Jesus 
Christ: (then, for the first time, truly 
perceiving this also, on the mention of 
Jesus Christ, he adds the ascription to 
Him of lordship over all men,) He is Lord 
of ALL MEN; with a strong emphasis on 
all. by Jesus Christ belongs to 

preaching, not to peace. 37. the 

matter] Not the thing, but the thing said, 
the ‘ material ’ of the proclamation, in this 
case equivalent to ‘ the history.’ 
began from Galilee] It was from Galilee 
first that the fame of Jesus went abroad, 
as Luke himself relates, Luke iv. 14, 37, 
44 ; vii. 17 ; ix. 6. (xxiii. 5.) Galilee also 
was the nearest to Cassarea, and may have 
been for this reason expressly mentioned. 

after the baptism which John 
preached] So also St. Peter dates the 
ministry of our Lord in ch. i. 22. (See 
note there.) 38. Jesus of Nazareth] 

The personal subject of the matter which 
was published : * Ye know the subject 
which was preached . . . . , viz. Jesus of 
Nazareth.’ how that God anointed 
him] Not as A. V., ** how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth see the last note. — 
The fact of the anointing with the Holy 
Spirit, in His baptism by John, was the 
historical opening of the ministry of Jesus : 
this anointing however was not first 


unction with the Spirit, but only symbolic 
of that which He had in His incarnation : 
which unction abode upon Him, John i. 
32, 33, and is alleged here as the continuing 
anointing which was upon Him from God. 
— Stier weU remarks, how entirely all per- 
sonal address to the hearers and all doc- 
trinal announcements are thrown into the 
background in this speech, and the Person 
and Work and Office of Christ put for- 
ward as the sole subject of apostolic preach- 
ing. oppressed] literally, subdued, 

so that he is their master, — and his power 
is used for their oppression. Here, it al- 
ludes to physical o})pression by disease (see 
Luke xiii. 16) and possession : in 2 Tim. ii. 
26, a very similar description is given of 
those who are spiritually bound by the 
devil. God was with him] So Nico- 

demus had spoken, John iii. 2 ; and pro- 
bably Peter here used the words as w^ell 
known and indicative of the presence of 
divine power and co-operation (see Judg. 
vi. 16) : beginning as he does with the 
outer and low'er circle of the things re- 
garding Christ, as they would be matter of 
observation and inference to his hearers, 
and gradually ascending to those higher 
truths regarding His Person and Office, 
wffiicli were matter of apostolic testimony 
and demonstration from .Scripture, — His 
resurrection (ver. 40), His being appointed 
Judge of living and dead (ver. 42), and 
the predestined Author of salvation to all 
who believe on Him (ver. 43). 39. 

And we . . .] Answering to ye know, ver. 
37. * You know the history as matter of 

universal rumour : and we are witnesses of 
the facts.’ By this we, St. Peter at once 
takes away the ground from the exagge- 
rated reverence for himself individually, 
shewm by Cornelius, ver. 25 ; and puts him- 
self and the rest of the Apostles in the* 
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EohUM in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem ; *whom they 
slew and hanged on a tree. ^ Him •'God raised up the 
k Luke ikiv. third day, and * shewed him openly ; ‘ not to all the 

iM^tt^viii. people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to 
19. 20. ch. drink with him after he rose from 

the dead. And * he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify “that it is he which ^ was ordained 
iv-i.' ipet.’of Qod [^to be^ the Judge "of quick and dead. 43 
jw. xxii. him give all the prophets witness, that through his name 
M?"'vfr.i8. P whosoever belie veth in him shall receive remission of 
Rlvi!^ 22 . sins. 44 j While Peter yet spake these words, ^ the Holy 

p ch XV. 0: . . 

xxvi. 18. Horn. X. 11. Gal. ill. 22. q ch. iv. 31: viii. 16, 16, 17 : xi. 16. 

d literally, permitted him to become manifest. 

® render, is. ^ omit. 


strictly subordinate place of loitnesses for 
Another. whom they slew] St. 

Peter omits all mention of the actors in 
the murder, speaking as he did to Gentiles : 
a striking contrast to ch. ii. 23 j iii. 11; 
iv. 10 ; V. 30, — when he was working con- 
viction in the minds of those actors them- 
selves, hanged on a tree] So also 
ch. V. 30, where see note. 41.] Bengel 
would understand this eating and drinking 
with Him of previous intercourse during 
His ministry, and would put not to” , 
as far as with him ” in a parenthesis, — 
finding a difficulty in their having eaten 
and drunk with Him after H'ls Resurrec- 
tion. But this is most improbable from 
the construction of the sentence, besides 
that the fact of their having eaten and 
drunk with Him after His Resurrection 
gives most important testimony to the 
reality and identity of His risen Body. 
And there is no real difficulty in it : Luke 
xxiv. 41, 43 and John xxi. 12 give us in- 
stances; and, even if the drinking with 
Him is to be pressed, it is no contradiction 
to Luke xxii. 18, which only refers to one 
particular kind of drinking. 42. unto 
the people] Here, as elsewhere (ver. 2; 
John xi. 50 al. fr.), the Jewish people: 
that was all which, in the apostolic mind, 
up to this time, the command had abso- 
lutely enjoined. The further unfoldings of 
the Gospel had all been brought about over 
and above this first injunction. Ch. i. 8 
is no obstacle to this interpretation; for 
although literally fulfilled by the leadings 
of Providence, as related in this book, 
they did not so understand it when spoken. 

which is ordained of God] Had not 
Peter in his mind the Lord’s own solemn 
words, John xvii, 6 ? Judge of quick 
and dead] So also St. Paul, ch. xvii. 


31, preaching to Gentiles, brings forward 
the appointment of a Judge over all men 
as the central point of his teaching. This 
expression gives at once a universality to 
the office and mission of Christ, which pre- 
pares the way for the great truth declared 
in the next verse. — It is impossible that 
the living and dead here can mean (as the 
Augsburg Catechism, and Olshausen) the 
righteous and sinners : — a canon of inter- 
pretation which should constantly be borne 
in mind is, that a figurative sense of words 
is never admissible, EXCEPT WHEN re- 
quired BY THE CONTEXT. Thus, ill thc 
passage of John v. 25 (where see notes), 
the sense of ** the dead ” is determined to 
be figurative by the addition of “ and now 
is” after the hour being mentioned, no 
such addition occurring in ver. 28, where 
the literally dead, “ all that are in the 
graves,” are mentioned. 43.] All 

the prophets, generically : not that every 
one positively asserted this, but that the 
whole bulk of prophetic testimony an- 
nounced it. To press such expressions to 
literal exactness is mere trifling. See ch. 
iii. 21, 21. shall receive remission of 
sins] The legal sacrifices, as well as the 
declarations of the prophets, all pointed to 
the remission of sins by faith in Him. 
And the universality of this proclamation, 
applying to Whosoever believeth in him, 
is set forth by the prophets in many places, 
and was recognized even by the Jews them- 
selves, in their expositions of Scripture, 
though not in their practice. 44.] 

Peter had spoken up to this point ; and 
was probably proceeding (compare his own 
account of his speech, “ / began to 

speak,” ch. xi. 15) to include his present 
hearers and all nations in the number to 
whom this blessing was laid open, — or per- 
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Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And 
they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, 
as many as came with Peter, ® because that on the Gentiles « 'm u 
also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. 

Then answered Peter, ^7 Can any man forbid S water, that 
these should not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost ‘as well as we? commanded 

them to be baptized * in the name of the Lord. Then 
prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

XI. 1 And the apostles and brethren that were in J udaea 
heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, * they that 
were of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, 

S render, the Watcr. 


haps beyond this point his own mind may 
as yet have been not sufficiently enlight- 
ened to set forth the full liberty of the 
Gospel of Christ, — when the fire of the 
Lord fell, approving the sacrifice of the 
Gentiles (see Rom. xv. 16) : conferring on 
them the substance before the symbol , — 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost before 
the baptism with water : and teaching ns, 
that as the Holy Spirit dispensed once and 
for all with the necessity of circumcision 
in the flesh, so can He also, when it pleases 
him, with the necessity of water-baptism : 
and warning the Christian church not to 
put baptism itself in the place which cir- 
cumcision once held. See further in note 
on Peter’s important words, ch. xi. 16. — 
The outpouring of the Spirit on the Gen- 
tiles was strictly analogous to that in the 
day of Pentecost ; Peter himself describes 
it by adding (ch. xi. 15), as on ns at the 
beginning. Whether there was any visible 
appearance in this case, cannot be deter- 
mined ; perhaps from ver. 46 it would ap- 
pear not, 46.] We do not read that 

Peter himself was astonished. He had 
been specially prepared by the vision : they 
had not , — The speaking with tongnes here 
is identified with the speaking with other 
tongues of ch. ii. 4, by the assertion of ch. 
xi. 15, just cited and this again with 
the speaking with tongnes of ch. xix. 6 : 
— so that the gift was one and the same 
throughout. On the whole subject, see 
note, ch. ii. 4, 47.] One great end of 

the unexpected effusion of the Holy Spirit 
was, etitirely to preclude the question 
which otherwise could not but have arisen, 

‘ Must not these men be circumcised before 
VOL. I, 


baptism ? ’ the water . . . the Holy Ghost] 

The TWO great parts of full and complete 
baptism : the latter infinitely greater than, 
but not superseding the necessity of, the 
former. The article should here certainly 
be expressed : Can any forbid the water 
to these who have received the spirit ? 
— The expression forbid, used with the 
water, is interesting, as shewing that the 
practice was to bring the water to the can- 
didates, not the candidal es to the water. 
This, which would be implied by the word 
under any circumstances, is rendered cer- 
tain, when we remember that they were 
assembled in the house. 48. he com- 
manded them to be baptized] As the Lord 
Himself when on earth did not baptize 
(.lohn iv. 2), so did not ordinarily the 
Apostles (see 1 Cor. i. 13 — 16, and note). 
Perhaps the same reason may have operated 
in both cases,— lest those baptized by our 
Lord, or by the chief Apostles, should arro- 
gate to themselves pre-eminence on that 
account. Also, which is implied in 1 Cor, 
i. 17, as comjmred with Acts vi. 2, the 
ministry of the Word was esteemed by 
tliem their higher and paramount duty 
and office, whereas the subordinate minis- 
tration of the ordinances was committed 
to those who served tables. 

Chap. XI. 1 — 18.] Peter justifies, 
before the church in Jerusalem, his 

HAVING- CONSORTED WITH MEN UNCIR- 
CUMCISED. 1. in Judaea] perhaps 

more strictly, throughout Judaea, 
that the Gentiles . . . also . . .] They seem 
to have heard the fact, without any cir- 
cumstantial detail (but see on the words 
^'the angeV' below, ver. 13); and, from 
3 B 
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’’S'';*.,®!-. "Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, 'and didst eat 
with them. ^ But Peter ^ rehearsed the matter from the 
dLukei. 8 . 'beginning y and expounded it by order unto them, saying, 

ech.x.o,&c. 5 e j Joppa praying : and in a trance I 

saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a 
great sheet, let down from heaven by four i corners ; and 
it came even to me : upon the which when I had 
fastened mine eyes, I considered, and ^saw fourfooted 
beasts of the earth, ^ and wild beasts, ^ and creeping things, 
1 and fowls of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying unto 
me. Arise, Peter ; slay and eat. ® But I said, Not so. 
Lord : for nothing common or unclean hath at any time 
entered into my mouth. ^ But the voice answered me 
again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, ^ that call 
not thou common. And this was done three times : and 
all were drawn up again into heaven. And, behold, 
immediately there were three men already come unto the 
house where I was, sent from Cmsarea unto me. And 
^ spirit bade me go with them[, o nothing doubting]. 
gdi.x.28. Moreover « these six brethren accompanied me, and we 
hch.x.80. entered into the man’s house : ^and he shewed us how 
he. had seen P an angel in his house, which stood and said 
unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose 
surname is Peter ; who shall tell thee words, whereby 
thou and all thy house shall be saved, And as I began 
i ch. II. 4 . to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, ^ as on us at the 

beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, 
^ render, begun and rehearsed unto them in order. 

^ render, TOpes ; see ch. x. 11. render, SaW the. 

^ render, and the. render. What things. 

^ render, those. ® omitted hy some of our ancient MSS. 

P render, the. 


the charge in ver. 3, — from some reporter 
who gave the objectionable part of it, as is 
not uncommon in such cases, all promi- 
nence. 6.] it came even to me is a 
fresh detail. 12. these six brethren] 
They had accompanied him to Jerusalem, 
and were there to substantiate the facts, 
as far as they had witnessed them. 

18. the angel] The use of the definite 
article almost looks as if the history of 
Cornelius's vision were known to the 
hearers. The difference between the vision 
of Cornelius and that of Peter is here again 
strikingly marked. While the latter is 
merely "praying in the city of Joppa,” no 


place nor circumstance being named, the 
former sees the angel ‘ standing in his 
house/ — Notice also that Peter never 
names Cornelius in his speech — because he, 
his character and person, was absorbed in 
the category to which he belonged,-— that 
of men uncircumcised/* 14. where- 
by thou and all thy house shaU be saved] 
This is implied in the angel's speech : es- 
pecially if the prayer of Conielius had been 
for such a boon, of which there can be 
little doubt. 15. as I began to speak 
. . . .] See note on ch. x. 44, as also for the 
rest of the verse. 16.] Ch. i. B. This 
prophecy of the Lord was spoken to his 
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how that he said, John indeed baptized with water : hut kMatt ni.u. 
‘ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. g;^ ch.i.6; 

much then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto ^ ^JoeULis- 
us, <1 who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ ; " what was I, nch!747f’^' 
that I could withstand God ? When they heard these 
things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 

® Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance <> 
unto life. 19 p r Note they which were scattered abroad p ^h. viu. i. 
upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled 
as far as Phenied, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the 

^ render, when believing : see note. 


^ render, So then. 

assembled followers, and promised to them 
that baptism which was the completion and 
aim of the inferior baptism by water ad- 
ministered to them by John. Now, God 
had Himself, by pouring out on the Gen- 
tiles the Holy Spirit, included them, in the 
number of these persons addressed as "'‘ye** 
in the prophecy, and pronounced them to 
be members of the church of believers in 
Christ, and partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
the end of baptism. This (in all its blessed 
consequences, = the gift of repentance 
unto life** see on ver. 18) was (ver, 17) the 
like (literally, equal) gift bestowed on 
them : and, this having been bestowed, — 
to refuse the symbolic and subordinate or- 
dinance, — or to regard them any longer as 
strangers from the covenant of promise 
would have been, so far as in him lay, to 
withstand (hinder) God. 17.] when 
believing belongs to both them and us ; 
setting forth the strict analogy between 
the cases, and the community of the faith 
to both. 

19—30.] The uospel preached also 
IN Antioch to Gentiles. Barnabas, 

BEINO THEREUPON SENT BY THE ApOSTLES 
PROM Jerusalem, petches Saul prom 
Tarsus to Antioch. They continue 

THERE A YEAR, AND, ON OCCASION OP 
A FAMINE, CARRY UP ALMS TO THE 
BRETHREN AT JERUSALEM. Our present 
section takes up the narrative at ch. viii. 
2, 4. In vv. 19 — 21 it traverses rapidly 
the time occupied by ch. ix. 1 — 30, and 
that (undefined) of SauTs stay at Tarsus, 
and brings it down to the famine under 
Claudius. 19. So then] A resumption 
of what had been dropt before, see ch. viii. 
4, continued from ver. 2 ; not however 
without reference to some narrative about 
to follow which is brought out by a But 
— see ch. viii. 5, also ch. ix. 31, 82 ; xxviii. 
6, 6, — and implying, whether by way of 


distinction or exception, a contrast to what 
is stated in this verse. Phenice] 

properly, the strip of coast, about 120 miles 
long, extending trom the river Eleutherus 
(near Aradus), to a little south of Tyre, and 
belonging at this time to the province of 
Syria : see ch. xv. 3 ; xxi. 2. Its principal 
cities were Tripolis, Byblos, Sidon, Tyre, 
and Berytos. It is a fertile territory, 
beginning with the uplands at the foot of 
Lebanon, and sloping to the sea, and 
held a distinguished position for commerce 
from the very earliest times. Cyprus] 
Cyprus was intimately connected by com- 
merce with Phmnice, and contained many 
Jews. See on its state at this time, note 
on ch. xiii. 7. Antioch] A city in the 
history of Christianity only second in im- 
portance to Jerusalem. It was situated on 
the river Orontes, in a large, fruitful, and 
well-watered plain, 120 stadia from the sea 
and its port Seleucia. It was founded by 
Seleucus Nicator, who called it after his 
father Antiochus. It soon became a great 
and populous city, and was the residence 
of the Seleucid kings of Syria (1 Macc. ui. 
37 ; vii. 2 ; xi. 13, 44 j 2 Macc. v. 21), and 
of the Roman proconsuls of Syria. J osephus 
(B. J. iii. 2. 4) says that, for greatness and 
prosperity, it was the third city of the 
Roman world. Seleucus the founder had 
settled there many Jews who had their 
own governor, or Ethnarch. The intimate 
connexion of Antioch with the history of 
the church will be seen as we proceed. A 
reference to the principal passages will here 
be enough : see vv. 22, 26, 27 ; ch. xiii. 1 ; 
XV. 23, 35 ff. ; xviii. 22. It became after- 
wards one of the five great centres of the 
Christian church, with Jerusalem, Rome, 
Alexandria, and Constantinople. Of its 
present state (Antakia, a town not one- 
third of its ancient size) a view is given in 
Conybeare and Howson, where also, edn. 2| 
\ 2 
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word to none but unto [^the] Jews only. ^^And some 
of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when 
they were come to Antioch, spake unto the ^ Grecians, 
rLukei.M. prcachingthe Lord Jesus. 21 hand of the Lord 

i ch.ix. 85 . was with them : and a great number * believed, and ® turned 
unto the Lord. 22 Then tidings of y these things came unto 
the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem : and they sent 
t ch. ix. 27. forth * Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, 

® omit, ^ render, But. 

^ render, Grecians also. * render, which believed. 

. y render, them : it applies to the persons just mentioned, not to the things. 


vol. i. pp. 149 ff., is a minute and in- 
teresting description of the city and its 
history, ancient and modem. See also Mr. 
Lewin’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul, vol. 
i. p. 108 ff. 20. some of them] not, 

of these, last-mentioned Jews : but of those 
who were scattered abroad. This both 
the sense and the form of the sentence 
require. men of Cyrene] of whom 

Lucius mentioned ch. xiii. 1, as being in 
the church at Antioch, must have been 
one. Symeon called Niger (black), also 
mentioned there, may have been a Cyrenean 
proselyte. Grecians] Many retain 

and advocate here the reading Hellenists, 
or Grecian Jews. It appears mainly to 
have arisen from a mistaken view that the 
baptism of Cornelius must necessarily have 
preceded the conversion of all other Gentiles. 
But that reading gives, in this place, no 
assignable sense whatever ; for (1) the 
Hellenists were long ago a recognized part 
of the Christian church — (2) among these 
who were scattered abroad themselves in 
all probability there were many Hellenists, 
— and (3) the term Jews includes the 
Hellenists, — the distinctive appellation of 
pure Jews being not Jews but Hebrews, 
eh, vi. 1. Nothing to my mind can bo 
plainer, from what follows resjxjcting Bar- 
nabas, than that these Grecians were Gen- 
tiles, uncircumcised; and that their con- 
version took place before any tidings had 
reached Jerusalem of the divine sanction 
given in the case of Cornelius. See below. 

21. the hand of the Lord was with 
them] By visible manifestations not to be 
doubted, the Lord shewed it to be His 
pleasure that they should go on with 
such preaching ; the word them implying, 
the preachers to the Gentiles, whose work 
the narrative now follows. 22. Bar- 
nabas] himself a Cyprian, ch. iv. 36. — 
His mission does not seem exactly to have 
been correspondent to that of Peter and 
John to Samaria (nor can he in any dis- 


tinctive sense, be said to have been an 
Apostle, as they were : see ch. xiv. 14, and 
note) : but more probably, from what fol- 
lows, the intention was to ascertain the 
fact, and to deter these persons from the 
admission of the uncircumcised into the 
church : or, at all events, to use his discre- 
tion in a matter on which they were as yet 
doubtful. The choice of such a man, one 
by birth with the agents, and of a liberal 
spirit, shews sufficiently that they wished 
to deal, not harshly, but gently and cau- 
tiously, — whatever their reason was. 

23, 24.] It is on these verses principally 
that I depend as determining the character 
of the whole narrative. It certainly is im- 
plied in them that the effect produced on 
Barnabas was something different from 
what might have been expected : that to 
sympathize with the work was not the 
intent of his mission, but a result brought 
about in the heart of a good man, full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith, by witnessing 
the effects of divine grace (the force of the 
original can hardly be given in an English 
version. It is not merely, *the grace of 
Godj but the grace which [evidently] 
was that of God, which he recognized as 
that of God). And this is further con- 
firmed to my mind by finding that he 
immediately went and sought Saul. He 
had been SauTs friend at Jerusalem : he 
had doubtless heard of the commission 
which had been given to him to preach 
to the Gentiles : but the church was wait- 
ing the will of God, to know how this was 
to be accomplished. Here was an evident 
door open for the ministry of Saul, and, 
in consequence, as soon as Barnabas per- 
ceives it, he goes to fetch him to begin 
his work in Antioch. And it was here, 
more properly, and not in Ccesarea, that 
the real commencement of the Gentile 
church took place, — although simulta- 
neously, for the convincing of the Jewish 
believers at Jerusalem, and of Peter, and 
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when he came, and had seen * the grace of God, was glad, 
and "exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they " 2^22 
would cleave unto the Lord. ^4 Pqj. 1^0 a good man, 
and *full of the Holy Ghost and of faith ; ^ and ^much yver2i® ch 
people was added unto the Lord. 25 b Then departed 
Barnabas to ^ Tarsus, for to seek Saul : 26 when he had == so- 
found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came 
to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with 
the church, and taught much people : c and the disciples 
were called Christians first in Antioch. 27 And in these ^ 
days ^came ^prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch, 

* see note, ®- literally, a great multitude. 

^ read and render. And he departed. 


® render, and that tile. 

for the more solemn and authorized stand- 
ing of the Gentile church, the important 
events at Cmsarca and Joppa were brought 
about. 23. exhorted them all] in 

accordance with his name, which (iv. 36) 
was interpreted son of exhortation. 

25.] This therefore took place after ch. 
ix. 30 : how long after, we have no hint 
in the nan*ative, and the question will be 
determined by various persons according 
to the requirements of their clironological 
system. Some chronologcrs make it not 
more than from half a year to a year : 
others, placing the conversion of Saul in 
A.D. 31, — nine years. Speaking from' pro- 
bability, it seems very unlikely that any 
considerable portion of time should have 
been spent by him before the great work 
of his ministry began. Even supposing 
him during this retirement to have preached 
in Syria and Cilicia, — judging by the 
analogy of his subsequent journeys, a feio 
months at the most would have sufficed for 
this. For my own view, see Introduction 
to Acts, § 6. 26. Christians] This 

name is never used by Christians of them- 
selves in the N. T. (but **the disciples,^* 
the faithfvlf ** the believers,** ** the 
brethren f **the saints,** ** they of this 
[or the^ way **), only (see ch. xxvi. 28 ; 
1 Pet. iv. 16) as spolcen by, or coming 
from, those without the church. And of 
those, it cannot have arisen with the Jews, 
who would never have given a name 
derived from the Ud^essiah to a hated and 
despised sect. By the Jews they were 
called Natarenes, ch. xxiv. 5, and Qali- 
Iceans : and the Emperor Julian (the Apos- 
tate), who wished to deprive them of a 
name in which they gloried (see below), 
and to favour the Jews, ordered that they 


d render, came doWH. 

should not be called Christians, but Qali- 
laeans. The name soon became matter of 
glorying among its bearers : see 1 Pet. 
iv. 16. In the epistle of the churches of 
Lyons and Vienne, given by Eusebius, we 
read, that when the governor asked Epa- 
gathus whether he too were a Christian, 
lie confessed it with a loud voice : and 
again that Sanctus, to every question, 
replied in Latin, I am a Christian.** 
And in the Clementine Liturgy we have 
these w’ords, “ We give thanks to Thee 
that the name of thy Christ is named 
upon us, and that we are called Thine.** 
Before this, while the believers had been 
included among Jews, no distinctive name 
for them was needed ; but now that a 
body of men, compounded of Jews and 
Gentiles, arose, distinct in belief and 
habits from both, some new appellation 
was required. — It may be observed, that 
the inhabitants of Antioch were famous 
for their propensity to jeer and call names; 
see instances in Conybeare and Howson, 
i. p. 148, note 2. 27. in these days] 

It was during this year, ver. 26. 
prophets] Inspired teachers in the early 
Christian church, referred to in the Acts, 
and in the Epistles of Paul (see reff. and 
ch. xix. 6; x.xi. 9; Bom. xii. 6; 1 Cor, 
xii. 10 ; xiii. 2, 8 ; xiv. 6 ; 1 Thess. v. 20). 
They might be of either sex (ch. xxi, 9). 
The foretelling of future events was not the 
usual form which their inspiration took, but 
that of an exalted and superhuman teach- 
ing, ranked by St. Paul above * speaking 
with tongues,* in being the utterance of 
their own conscious intelligence informed 
by the Soly Spirit. This inspiration was, 
however, occasionally, os here, and ch. xxi, 
10, made the vehicle of prophecy, properly 
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bch.xxi.io. 28 there stood up one of them named ^ Agabus, and 
signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world ; ® which came to pass in the 
days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples, every man 
o Rom. XV. 26. according to his ability, determined to send ® relief unto 
dch^S* 26 .'* brethren which dwelt in Judaea ; ^ which also they 

did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas 
and Saul. 

XII. 1 Now about that time Herod the king ^stretched 
® render, which also. 

f render, laid his hands upon certain of the church to vex them. 


BO called. 28. Agabus] The Bame 

who prophesied Paul’s imprisouinent in 
Jerusalem, ch. xxi. 10 ff. From the form 
of his announcement there, we may infer 
the manner in which he signified by the 
Spirit here. It was, “ Thus saiih the 
Holy Ghost.** throughout all the 

world] not, * all Judoea,* though in fact 
it was so : the expression is probably a 
hyperbolical one in ordinary use, and not 
to be pressed as strictly implying that to 
which its literal meaning would extend. 
That it occurs in a prophecy is no objec- 
tion to this : the scoi)e, and not the wording 
of the prophecy is given. But see below. 

in the days of Claudius Cassar] In 
ih.Q fourth year of Claudius, a.d. 44, there 
was a famine in Judaea and the neighbour- 
ing countries. And three others are men- 
tioned during his reign : one in Greece, 
and two in Home, so that scarcity in the 
days of Claudius Cajsar did extend through 
the greater part of the Roman world, 
if it be thought necessary to press the 
words of the prophecy. The queen Helena 
of Adiabene and her son Izates heli)ed the 
Jews with subsidies on the occasion (in 
relating which, Josephus calls it 
great famine **), both of com and money. 
— I do not believe that the words “m 
the days of Claudius Ccesar ** imply that 
the events just related tvere not also in 
the reign of Claudius: but they are in- 
serted to particularize the famine as being 
that well-known one, and only imply that 
the author was not writing under Claudius. 

29.] There is no need to suppose 
that the prophecy of Agabus preceded by 
any long time the outbreak of the famine : 
nor would it be any derogation from its 
prophetic character to suppose it even coin- 
cident with its first beginnings; it was 
the greatness and extent of the famine 
which was particularly revealed, and which 
determined the Christians of Antioch to 


send the relief. Baumgarten, in tracing 
the gradual transition of the apostolic 
iiamitive from Jewish to Gentile Chris- 
tianity, calls this contribution, sent from 
Antioch to Jerusalem, the first stretching 
out of the hand by the Gentile world 
across the ancient gulf which separated it 
from Israel. The church at Jerusa- 

lem was poor, probably in connexion with 
the community of goods, which would soon 
have this effect; see ch. ii. 44, note. 

30. the elders] These were the overseers 
ov presidents of the congregation,~an office 
borrowed from the synagogues, and esta- 
blished by the Apostles in the churches 
generally, see ch. xiv. 23. They are in the 
N. T. identical with bishops, see ch. xx. 
17, 28 ; Titus i. 5, 7 ; 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. So 
The(klorct on Phil. i. 1, “He calls the 
elders, bishops : for at that time they had 
both names.” The title episcopus,** as 
applied to one person superior to the elders, 
and answering to our ‘ bishop* appears to 
have been unknown in the apostolic times. 
— Respecting the chronology of this jour- 
ney to Jerusalem, see note on ch. xii. 25, 
and the table in the Introduction. 

Chap. XII. 1—26.] Peesecution of 

THE CHUECH AT JeEUSALEM BY HeEOD 

AaEippA. Maetyedom oe James the 

BEOTHEE OP JOHN. ImPEISONMENT AND 
MIEACULOUB DELIVEEANCE OP PeTEE. 
Death of Heeod at Cjesaeba. Retukn 
OP Baenabas and Saul peom Jeeu- 
BALEM TO Antioch. 1. about that 
time] Before the arrival of Barnabas and 
Saul in Jerusalem. The famine in Judma 
broke out under Cuspius Fadus, and con- 
tinued under Tiberius Alexander, procu- 
rators of Judma. Now Cuspius Fadus was 
sent to Juda;a by Claudius on the death of 
Agrippa (i. e. after Aug. 6, a.d. 44). The 
visit of Baxnabas and Saul must have taken 
place about the time of, or shortly after, 
Agrippa’s death. Herod the king] 
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forth his hands to vex certain of the church. ^ And he 
killed James ® the brother of John with the sword. ^ And 
because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further 
to take Peter also. Then were '^the days of unleavened 


Heeod Agrippa T., grandson of Herod the 
Great, — son of Aristobulus and Berenice. 
Having gone to Rome, to accuse Herod 
the Tetrarch (Antipas), and fallen under 
the displeasure of Tiberius for paying open 
court to Caius Coesar (Caligula), he was 
imprisoned and cruelly treated ; but, on 
the accession of Caligula, released, and at 
once presented with the tetrarchy of Philip 
(Trachonitis), — who had lately died, — and 
the title of king. On this, Antipas, by 
persuasion of his wife Herodias, went to 
Rome, to try to obtain the royal title also, 
but was followed by his enemy Agrippa, 
who managed to get Antipas banished to 
Spain, and to obtain his tetrarchy (Galilee 
and Perma) for himself. Finally, Claudius, 
in return for services rendered to him by 
Agrippa, at the time of Caligula's death, 
presented him with Samaria and Judma 
(about 41 AD., Jos. Antt. xix. 5. 1), so 
that he now ruled (Jos. ibid.) all the 
kingdom of Herod the Great. His cha- 
racter, as given by Josephus, Antt. xix. 
7. 3, is imj^ortant as illustrating the present 
chapter. He describes him as muniticent in 
gifts and very ambitious of popular favour, 
making himself conspicuous by lavish expen- 
diture; and a great observer, for popularity’s 
sake, of the law and customs of tlie Jews. 
This character wdll abundantly account for 
his persecuting the Christians, who were 
so odious to the Jews, and for his vain- 
glorious acceptance of the impious homage 
of the people, ver. 23. 2. James the 

brother of Jo^] Of him we know nothing 
besides what is related in the Gospels. 
He was the son of Zebedee, called (Matt, 
iv. 21) together with John his brother: 
was one of the favoured Three admitted 
to the death-chamber of Jairus’s daughter 
(Mark v. 37), to the mount of trans- 
figuration (Matt. xvii. 1), and to the 
agony in the garden (Matt. xxvi. 37). He, 
together with John his brother (named by 
our Lord ‘ Boanerges,’ ' sons of thunder ’), 
wished to call down fire on the inhospitable 
Samaritans (Lukeix. 54), — and pray^ that 
his brother and himself might sit, one on 
the right hand and the other on the left, 
in the Lord’s kingdom (Matt. xx. 20 — 24). 
It was then that He foretold to them their 
drinking of the cup of suffering and being 
baptized with the baptism which He was 
baptized with: a prophecy which James 
was the first to fulfil . — This is the only 
Ajaostle of whose death we have any cer- 


tain record. With regard to aU the rest, 
tradition varies, more or less, as to the 
place, or the manner, or the time of their 
deaths. — Eusebius relates, from a work of 
Clemens, who had received it by tradition 
of those before him, that the accuser of 
.James, struck by his confession, became a 
Christian, and was led away with him to 
martyrdom. As they went to execution, 
he asked the Apostle’s forgiveness. After 
a moment’s thought, he replied “ Peace be 
to thee,” and kissed him : and so both 
were beheaded together. with the 

sword] Probably according to the Roman 
method of beheading^ which became com- 
mon among the later Jews. It was a 
punishment accounted extremely disgrace- 
ful by the Jews. 3.] See the charac- 
ter of Agrippa above. the days of 

unleavened bread] Wieselor regards the 
whole of the following narrative as having 
happened on one and the same day and 
night, viz. that of the 14th of Nisan (April 
1), A.D. 44. He takes the words in the 
strict meaning : that it was the very day 
of the passover, and that after the pass- 
over ” means, after the eating of the pass- 
over on the evening of the 14th of Nisan, 
and that Herod was intending to bring 
Peter forth on the next morning. He 
finds support for this in the four qua- 
ternions of soldiers, the guard for one night 
(see below), and maintains that the ex- 
pression the Passover cannot apply to the 
whole festal period, which would have been 
“ the feast ” or “ those daysj^ But Bleek 
calls this view most arbitrary and even 
unnatural ; and 1 own, with all respect 
for Wieseler’s general acumen, ! am dis- 
jx)sed to agree with this criticism. The 
whole cast of the narrative, — the use of 
days, not “ dayf as in St. Luke’s own 
expression in his Gospel, xxii. 7, — the in- 
timation of enduring custody in the de- 
livering him to the soldiers to keep him, 
the delay implied in the word intending, — 
the specification of that same night pre- 
supposing more nights preceding, — all this 
would be unaccountable in the precise his- 
torical diction of St. Luke, unless he had 
intended to convey an impression that 
some days elapsed. But still more decisive 
is his own definition of the Passover Luke 
xxii. 1, “ the feast of unleavened bread 
which is called the Passover.** So that 
** after the Passover^ may well be equi- 
valent to “ after the feast of unleavened 
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c John ixi. 18. bread. ^ And ® when be had apprehended him, he put 
him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of 
soldiers to keep him ; intending after ? Easter to bring 
him forth to the people. ^ Peter therefore was kept in 
^ prison : but ^ prayer was made without ceasing ^ of the 

1 C 6 S.V. when Herod ^ would 

have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, boimd with two chains : and [f the~\ 
keepers before the door kept the prison. 7 And, behold, 
ddch.v.ie. 1 dd angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined 
in the ^prison : and he smote Peter on the side, and 
raised him up, saying, Arise up quicldy. And his chains 
fell off from his hands. ^ And the angel said unto him, 
Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And “ so he did. 
And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and 
follow me. ^ And he went out, and followed him ; and 
ePs.cxxvi. 1 . ®wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; 
fch.x. 8 .ir; but thought ^he saw a vision. When they were past 
the first and the second o ward, they came unto the iron 
g ch. xvi. 20. gate that leadeth unto the city ; ^ which opened to them of 

render j as in every other ylace where the word (pascha) occurs^ the PasSOVer. 
^ render, by. ^ render, waS about to bring. 

^ omit. ^ render, an. 

^ render, chamber. 

render, he did SO. The words, lie did/’ in modern English, do not carry 
this sense. ® or, guard. 

bread.*' The argument from the four which preceded the day of trial. — The 
quaternions of soldiers proves nothing : practice of attaching a prisoner to one 
the same sixteen (see below) may have had keeper or more by a chain is alluded to by 
him in permanent charge, that number several ancient authors. In the account 
being appointed as adequate to the duties of the imprisonment of Herod Agrippa 
required. 4. to four quaternions of himself by Tiberius, Jos. Aiitt. xviii. 6. 7, 

soldiers] In military arrangements, Herod we read of the soldier who was chained 
seems to have retained the Roman habits, with him. See note on ch. xxiv. 23 ; see 
according to which the night was divided also ch. xxviii. 16, 20. 7.] It is in 

into four w^atches, and each committed to St. Luke’s manner to relate simultaneously 
four soldiers, to two of whom the prisoner the angelic appearance and the shining of 
was chained, the other two keeping watch a light around : cf. Luke ii. 9 ; xxiv. 4 j 
before the doors of the prison, forming the ch. x. 30. The light accompanied, or per- 
jirat and second guards of ver. 10. It is haps shone from, the angel. 9.] wont 

plain that this number being mentioned is out, viz. from the chamber or cell, 
no sign that the custody was only for one 10.] Tlie first and second watch or guard 
night. after the Passover] (see above) cannot mean the two soldiers to whom he 
after the days of the feast, i. e. after the was chained, on account of the mention of 
21st of Nisan. Herod, who (ver. 1, note) his going out above ; but are probably the 
observed ligorously the Jewish customs, other two, one at the door of the chamber, 
would not execute a prisoner during the the other at the outer door of the building, 
feast. 6.] On the duration implied Then ‘ the iron gate leading into the city ’ 
by this verse, see abowe. 6. the same was that outside the prison buildings, form- 
Bight] emphatic : that very night, viz. ing the exit from the premises. The situa- 
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liis own accord: and they went out, and P passed on 
through one street ; and forthwith the angel departed 
from him. And when Peter was come to himself, he 
said. Now I know of a surety, that ^ the Lord hath sent ^ 
his angel, and ^hath delivered me out of the hand of l 
H erod, and from all the expectation of the people of ^he 
Jews. And when he ^liad considered the thing, ^he 
came to the house of Mary the mother of ^ John, whose ^Pet.n. 

TIT 1 1 1 1 •. kch.iv.2S. 

surname was Mark; where many were gathered together ^ *7. 

praying. And ^ as Peter knocked at the door of the m ver. 6. 
gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And 
® tclien she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for 
gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the 
gate. And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she 
constantly affirmed that . it was even so. Then said they, 

" It is his angel, But Peter continued knocking : and 
when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. 17 Rut he, ° beckoning unto them with the « 
hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. And he said. Go 
shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And 


P One of our oldest MSS. inserts here^ descended the Seven steps, and . . , 
^ render, knew. ^ render, when he had knocked. 

® render, knowing. 


tion of the prison is uncertain, but seems 
to have been in the city. The additional 
clause in the margin is remarkable, and can 
hardly be other than genuine. 11.] 

when Peter was come to himself: i. e. 
when he had recovered his self-conscious- 
ness. He was before in the half-conscious- 
ness of one who is dreaming and know’s 
that it is a dream : except that in his case 
the dream was the truth, and his sup- 
position the unreality. 12.] And now 
having become aware of it, — for this, and 
not ^*when he had considered the thing f 
is the meaning, — he proceeds at once to 
action. John, whose surname was 

Mark] It is uncertain whether this John 
Mark was the same as the Evangelist 
Mark : but they have been generally 
believed to be the same. For a f\ill ac- 
count of him, see Introduction to Mark. 
His mother Mary was not sister, but aunt 
of Barnabas : see Col. iv. 10, note. 16. 
It is his angel] No other rendering but 
his angel will suit the sense : and with a 
few exceptions all Commentators, ancient 
and modern, have recognized this meaning. 


Our Lord •plainly asserts the doctrine of 
guardian angels in Matt, xviii. 10 (see 
note there) : and from this we further 
learn in what sense His w ords were un- 
derstood by the early church. From His 
words, “ take heed that ye despise not one 
of these Utile onesf taken with the con- 
text, we infer that each one has bis guar- 
dian angel: from this passage we find not 
only that such was believed to be the case, 
but that it was supposed that such angel 
occasionally appeared in the semblance 
(seeing that he spoke wdth the voice) of 
the person himself We do not, it is true, 
know^ who the speakers were ; nor is the 
peculiar form in which they viewed the 
doctrine binding upon us : it may have 
been erroneous, and savouring of super- 
stition. But of the doctrine itself this 
may not be said, the Lord Himself has 
asserted it. For what purpose they sup- 
posed this angel to have come, does not 
appear in the narrative. 17. beckon- 
ing unto them] His motive was haste: 
ho tells briefly the particulars of his deli- 
verance, and, while it was yet night, 
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he departed, and went into another place. Is ow as soon 
as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, 
what was become of Peter. And when Herod had 
sought for him, and found him not, he examined the 
keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death. 
And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there 
abode, And ^ Herod was highly displeased with them 
of Tyre and Sidon : but they came with one accord to 
him, and, having made Blastus the king’s chamberlain 
rjKin^sv.o, their friend, desired peace; because p their country was 
xxvii. 17. nourished by the king’s country. And upon a set day 
Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and 

^ ready he. 


hastily departs. unto James] James, 

the brother of the Lordy whom we find 
presidinjj over the church at Jerusalem, 
ch. XV. 13 ; xxi. 18 : Gal. ii. 12. See Gal. 
i. 19 ; ii. 9. I believe him to have been 
one of those ** brethren of the Lord men- 
tioned Matt. xiii. 55; John vii. 5; ch. i. 
14; 1 Cor. ix. 5, of whom I have in the 
note on the first of these passages main- 
tained, that they were His real maternal 
brethren, sons of Joseph and Mary : — to 
have been an Apostle, as Paul and Barna- 
bas, but not of the number of the twelve 
(see note on ch. xiv. 14) : — and to have 
been therefore of course distinct from 
James the son of Alphajus, enumerated 
(Matt. X. 3 and parallels) among the twelve. 
The reasons for this belief 1 reserve for the 
Introduction to the Epistle of James, 
into another place] 1 see in these words a 
minute mark of truth in our narrative. 
Under the circumstances, the place of 
Peter’s retreat would very naturally at 
the time be kept secret. It probably was 
unknovwi to the person from whom the 
narrative came, or designedly left indefinite. 
And so it has remained, the narrative not 
following Peter’s history any longer. We 
find him again at Jerusalem in ch. xv. 
Whether he left it or not on this occasion 
is uncertain. It is not asserted in the 
word departed, — which only implies that 
he left the house, IS. as soon as it 
was day] Wieseler argues from this, and 
I think rightly, that the deliverance of 
Peter must have taken place in the last 
watch of the night (3—6 a.m. in April), 
for otherwise his escape would have been 
perceived before the break of day, viz. at 
the next change of the watch. 20.] 
It is impossible that Herod should have 
been at wa/r with the Tyrians and Sido- 
pians, belonging aa they did to a Boman 


province, and he himself being in high 
favour at Rome : — nor is this implied in our 
text. The quarrel, however it originated, 
appears to have been curried out on Herod’s 
part by some commercial regulation op- 
posed to their interest, dependent as they 
were on supplies from his territory, 
came with one accord, viz. by a deputa- 
tion. — Blastus is a Roman name, and, from 
Herod’s frequent visits to Rome, it is 
likely that he would have Romans as his 
confidential servants. peace] not 

(see above) in its strict sense, but recon- 
ciliation. because their country was 
nourished by the king’s country] We 
learn from 1 Kings v. 11, that Solomon 
made presents of wheat and oil to Hiram 
in return for the cedar and fir-trees for the 
Lord’s house : and from Ezek. xxvii. 17, 
that Judah and Israel exported wheat, 
honey, oil, and balm (or resin) to Tyre. 
In Ezra hi. 7 also, we find Zerubbabel 
giving meat, drink, and oil to them of 
Sidon and Tyre, to bring cedar-trees to 
Joppa. Mr. Humphry quotes from Bede, 
‘The Tyrians found the king’s friendship 
necessary to them, because their country 
was a very narrow strip, and close on the 
borders of Galilee and Damascus.’ — An ad- 
ditional reason for their request at this par- 
ticular time may have been, the prevalence 
of famine. 21.] The account in Jose- 
phus is remarkably illustrative of the sacred 
text ; “ The third year of his reign over all 
Judma was now fulfilled, and he came to 
the city of C 808 area .... and gave specta- 
cles in honour of Csosar .... and all the 
rank and wealth of the province was assem- 
bled at them. And on the second day of 
the spectacles, ho put on a vesture all 
wrought of silver, so that the texture was 
wondrous to behold, and came into the 
theatre at the rising of the sun. Then the 
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made an oration unto them. And the people gave a 
shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. 

And immediately the angel of the Lord ^ smote him, 
because ^he gave not God the glory : and he was eaten oirf^.lxvX 
worms, and gave up,the ghost. But ®the word of God “ dr/vYvV'xix. 
grew and multiplied. 25 Barnabas and Saul returned 
from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, ss ch. xl se. so. 
and ‘ took with them “John, whose surname was Mark. tch.xiii. 6 , 13 : 

^ ^ XV. 87. 

XIIL 1 Now there were ^in the church that was atJchMV: 
Antioch certavi] prophets and teachers ; as ^ Barnabas, ^ 
and Symeon that was called Niger, and ® Lucius of Cyrcne, cR 0 m.xvi. 21 . 

^ omit. 


silver, struck with the first glitter of the 
solar rays, cast a splendid reflection, daz- 
zling the eyes of the beholders, and 
struck fear into them. And immediately 
his flatterers called out, in words un pro- 
pitious to him or any one, from all parts 
of the assembly hailing him as God, Be 
gracious to us ; if we have hitherto feared 
thee as a man, henceforth we confess thee 
more than mortal. The king did not re- 
buke them, nor even reject this impious 
flattery. Looking up however shortly 
after, he saw an owl over his head, sitting 
on a rope, and straightway felt that it was 
a presage of inischief.^^ Josephus goes on 
to relate that he was immediately seized 
with a violent pain in his bowels, of which 
he died after five days’ agony. On the 
fraud committed by Eusebius in citing this 
account of Josephus’s, see my Greek Test. — 
The circumstance relateil in our text, of the 
answer to the Sidonian embassy, of which 
Josephus seems not to have been aware, 
having been one object of Herod on the 
occasion, shews an accuracy of detail which 
well accords with the view of the material 
of this part of the Acts having been col- 
lected at Caesarea, where the event hap- 
pened (see In trod, to Acts, § 2. 11). 

23.] The fact may be correctly related by 
Josephus (see above) : but our narrative 
alleges the cause of what happened to have 
been the displeasure of Qod, and the 
stroke to have been inflicted by His angel. 
Compare 2 Kings xix. 35; 1 Chron. xxi. 
15, 16. But no appearance of an angel is 
implied. lie was eaten of worms] 

Another additional particular ; and one to 
be expected from a physician. In several 
cases of deRtbs by divnne judgment we 
have accounts of this loathsome termina- 
tion of the disease. See examples in 
my Greek Test. 24.] Similarly, 

cb. V. 12 ff.; vi. 7 ; ix. 31, a general state- 


ment of the progress and prosperity of the 
church of God forms the transition from 
one portion of the history to another. 

25.] The journey (ch. xi. 30) took place 
after the death, or about the time of the 
death, of Herod ; see on ver. 1. The pur- 
pose of the mission would be very soon 
accomplished : Saul would naturally not 
remain longer in Jerusalem than was un- 
avoidable, and would court no publicity : 
and hence there seems an additional reason 
for placing the visit after Herod’s death ; 
for, of all the persons whose execution 
would be pleasing to the Jews, Saul would 
hold the foremost place. Our verse is pro- 
bably inserted as a note of passage from 
the last recorded fact of Barnabas and Saul 
(xi. 30), to their being found at Antioch 
(xiii. 1). John] See above on ver. 

12 . 

Chap. XIII. 1— XIV. 28.] First mis- 
sionary JOURNEY OF Paul and Barna- 
bas. Henceforward the history follows 
t:^aul (or Paul, as he is now [ver. 9] and 
from this time denominated), his ministry ^ 
and the events of his life, to the exclusion 
(with the sole exception of the council in 
ch. XV.) of all the other Apostles. 

XIII. L] The word “certain” has been 
interpolated, to make it appear that the 
persons mentioned were not the only pro- 
phets and teachers at Antioch. It is 
omitted by all our most aiicieiitj autho- 
rities. The enumeration is probably in- 
serted on account of the solemnity of the 
incident about to be related, that it might 
be known who they were, to whom the 
Holy Spirit entrusted so weighty a com- 
mission. prophets] See on ch. xi. 27. 

teachers] Those wlio had the gift 
of teaching, see 1 Cor. xii. 28 ; Eph. iv. 11. 
They were probably less immediately the 
organs of the Holy Spirit than \kie>pn^pheU, 
but under His continual guidance in the 
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nHum.Tiu.M. and Manaen, * which had been brought up with Herod the 
tetraroh, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and 
O.U.16: fasted, the Holy Ghost said, ‘'Separate me Barnabas and 

eMatt. ix. 88. i -ri 

Bom.'x. w. work ® whereunto I ha\e called them. ^ And 

Epb.iii. 7 /s. iTiru.li. 7> 2Tlm. i. 11- Heb, v. 4. 

* render, foster-brother of. 


gradual and progressive work of teaching 
the Word. Symeon that was caUed 
Niger] Nothing is known of him. From 
his appellation of Niger, he may have been 
an African proselyte. Lucing] A 

Lucius, probably the same person, is men- 
tioned ^m. xvi. 21 as a ** kinsman” of 
Paul. There is no reason to suppose him 
the same with Luke (Lucas, or Lucanus), 
— but the contrary ; for why should Paul 
in this case use two different names ? See 
Col. iv. 14; 2 Tim. iv. 11; Philem. 24. 

Hanaen] The same name with 
Mendhem the king of Israel, 2 Kings 
XV. 14. A certain Essene, of this name, 
foretold to Herod the Great, when a boy 
going to school, that he should be king of 
the Jews. And in consequence, when he 
came to the throne, he honoured Manaen, 
and, on his account, all the E-ssenes. It is 
then not improbable, that this Manaen 
may have been a son of that one : but see 
below. The Herod here meant was Antipas, 
who with his brother Archelaus (both sons 
of Herod the Great by Malthace a Sama- 
ritan woman, see Matt. xiv. 1, note) were 
brought up in a private family at Koine. 
Both were at this time exiles, Antipas at 
Lyons, Archelaus at Vienne. This Manaen 
had probably been Herod^s foster-brother; 
not, ‘ brought up with him* for, if he had 
been brought up with Antipas, he would 
also have been with Archelaus : see above. 
—“In this case, his mother may have called 
her infant by the name of the person who 
had brought the Essenes into favour with 
Herod, and no relationship with that per- 
son need have existed. Saul] men- 
tioned last, perhaps because the prophets 
are placed first, and he was not one, but 
a teacher ; or it may be, that he himself 
fbmished the account. This circumstance, 
which has been objected to by some as 
invalidating the accuracy of the account, 
is in fact an interesting confirmation of it, 
as being eminently characteristic of him 
who spoke as in 1 Cor. xv. 9; 2 Cor. xii. 6; 
Eph. iii. 8. 2. As they ministered] 

The word in the original is that generally 
used to express the priestly service among 
the Jews, to which now had succeeded 
that of the prophets ditd teachers in the 
Christian church : miniitering is therefore 


the only word adequate to render it, as 
A. V. More closely to define it is not 
only impracticable, but is narrowing an 
expression purposely left general, 
the Holy Ghost said] viz. by one of the 
prophets present, probably Symeon or 
Lucius : see above. The announcement 
being to the church, and several persons 
being mentioned, we can hardly suppose 
it to have been an inner command merely 
to some one person, as in the case of Philip, 
ch. viii. 29. There is in the original 
words of the injunction of the Spirit, a 
precision and force implying that it was 
for a special purpose, and to be obeyed 
at the time. the work] Certainly , by 
ver. 4, we may infer that there had been, 
or was simultaneously with this command, 
a divine intimation made to Barnabas and 
Saul of the nature and direction of this 
work. In general, it had already been 
pointed out in the case of Saul, ch. ix. 15; 
xxii. 21 ; xxvi. 17. It consisted in preach- 
ing to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, Eph. iii. 8. In virtue of the 
foundation of the Gentile churches being 
entrusted to them, Saul and Barnabas 
become after this Apostles, not vice versa ; 
nor is there the least ground for the in- 
ference that this was a formal extension 
of the apostolic office, the pledge of its 
continuance through the episcopacy to the 
end of time. The apostolic office terminated 
with the apostolic times, and by its very 
nature, admitted not of continuance : the 
episcopal office, in its ordinary sense, 
sprung up after the apostolic times ; and 
the two are entirely distinct. The con- 
fusion of the two belongs to that unsafe 
and slippery ground in church matters, 
the only logical refuge from which is in 
the traditional system of Kome. Jerome 
says, “Let bishops remember that they 
are greater than presbyters not so much 
by the strictness of divine appointment, as 
by custom, and that the two orders ought 
together to rule the church.” 3 . 

when they had fasted and prayed] not, 
“ when they had done fasting and pray- 
ing this was a new fasting and special 
prayer for Barnabas and Saul, Fasting 
and prayer have ever been connected with 
the solemn times of ordination by the 
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'when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands fch.vi.A. 
on them, they sent them away. ^ So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, 7 departed unto Seleucia; and 
from thence they sailed to ^ Cyprus. ® And when they ? iv. 86. 
were at Salamis, ^ they preached the word of God in thehver.46. 
synagogues of the Jews: and they had also * John * to 
their minister. ® And when they had gone through ^ the 
isle unto Paphos, they found ^a certain sorcerer, a false kch.vm.o. 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus : 7 which was 
with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent 

y render y went down. * i. e^ as we should now say, for. 

^ read, the whole island. 


Christian church ; but the fasts four times 
a year, or ‘ ember days at the four seasons,' 
for tlie special purpose of ordinations, were 
probably not introduced till the fourth or 
even fifth century. laid their hands 
on them] See on ch. vi. 6. 4. being 

sent forth] Under the guidance of the 
Spirit, who directed their course, 
Selencia] A very strong fortified city 
(supposed impregnable) fifteen miles from 
Antioch, — on the Orontes, and five miles 
from its mouth. It was founded and forti- 
fied by Seleucus Nicator, who was buried 
there. It was called Seleucia ad Mare , — 
and Pieria, from Mount Pierius, on which 
it was built, to distinguish it from other 
Syrian towns of the same name. Polybius 
mentions, that it has but one approach 
from the sea, steep, and excavated by 
hand, with frequent flights of stairs. This 
excavated way is to this day conspicuous 
amongst the ruins of the city. It was 
under the Seleucid kings the capital of a 
district Scleucis, — and, since Pompey's 
time, a free city. they sailed to 

Cyprus] The lofty outline of Cyprus is 
visible from the mouth of the Orontes. 
See below, ver. 7. It was the native 
country of Barnabas, — and, as John Mark 
was his kinsman, they were likely to find 
more acceptance there than in other parts. 

6.] Salamis was the nearest port 
to Seleucia on the eastern side of the 
island. It had a good harbour. It was 
the residence of a king anciently, and 
always one of the chief cities of the island. 
There were very many Jews there, as ap- 
pears by there being more than one syna- 
gogue. Their numbers may have been 
increased by the farming of the copper- 
mines by Augustus to Herod. On the 
insurrection of the Jews in the reign of 
Trajan, Salamis was nearly destroyed, and 
they were expelled from the island. Its 


demolition was completed by an earthquake 
in the reign of Constantine, who (or his 
immediate successors) rebuilt it and gave it 
the name of Constantia. The ruins of this 
latter place are visible near the modem Fa- 
magosta, the Venetian capital of the island. 

their minister] Probably for the 
administration of baptism : see also 1 Cor. i. 
14 — 17. 6.] Paphos is on the west- 

ern shore, with the length of the island 
between it and Salamis. It is Nea Paphos 
which is meant, about eight miles north of 
the Paplios more celebrated in classic poets 
for the tcinjde and worship of Venus. It 
was destroyed by an earthquake in Au- 
gustus’s reign, but rebuilt by him. It is 
now called Balfa, and contains some im- 
portant ruins. a certain sorcerer] 

On the prevalence of such persons at this 
time, see ch. viii. 9, note. The Homan 
aristocracy were peculiarly under the in- 
fluence of astrologers and magicians, some 
of whom were Jews. We read of such in 
connexion with Marius, Pompey, Crassus, 
Csesar, — and later with Tiberius : and the 
complaints of Horace and Juvenal shew 
how completely, and for how long a time, 
Rome was inundated with Oriental im- 
postors of every description. Bar- 

jesus] He had given himself the Arabic 
title of Elymas, ‘ the wise man ' (from the 
same root as the Turkish ‘ Ulemah '), inter- 
preted a magician or sorcerer in our text. 

7. the deputy] The office was that 
called in Latin * proconsul,* the title of 
the governor of those provinces which were 
(semblably) left by the emperors to the 
government of the senate and people. The 
proconsul was appointed by lot, as in the 
times of the republic; carried with him 
the lictors and fasces as a consul : but had 
no military power, and held office only for 
a year. This last restriction was soon re- 
laxed under the emperors, and they were 
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man ; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to 
iExo4.Tii.li. hear the word of God. 8 But 'Elvmas the sorcerer (for so 
is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to 
turn away the deputy from the faith. ® Then Saul, (who 
mch.iv.8. also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his 
eyes on him, and said, 0 full of all subtilty and all 
? John mischief, “thou ^ child of the devil, thou enemy of all 

^ read, SOn. 


retained five or even more years. The 
imperial provinces, on the other hand, 
were governed by a military officer, a Pro- 
prietor or Legatus of the Emperor, who 
was girded with the sword, and not re- 
vocable unless by the pleasure of the Em- 
peror. The minor districts of the imperial 
provinces were governed by Procurators. 
Nothing more is known of this Sergius 
Paulus. Another person of the same name 
is mentioned by Galen, more than a century 
after this, as a great proficient in philo- 
sophy. He was of consular rank, and is 
probably the Sergius Paulus who was con- 
sul with .L. Venuleius Apronianus, a.d. 
168, in the reign of Marcus Aurelius. 

8. Elymas] Sec above on ver. 6. 9. 

who also is called Paul] J'his notice 
marks the transition from the former part 
of his history, where he is uniformly called 
Saul, to the latter and larger portion, where 
he is without exception known as Paul. 
I do not regard it as indicative of any 
change of name at the time of this in- 
cident, or Jrom that time : the evidence 
which I deduce from it is of a difierent 
kind, and not without interest to en- 
quirers into the character and author- 
ship of our history. Hitherto, our Evan- 
gelist has been describing events, the truth 
of which he had ascertained by research 
and from the narratives of others. But 
henceforward there is reason to think that 
the joint memoirs of himself and the 
great Apostle furnish the material of the 
book. In those memoirs the Apostle is 
universally known by the name Paul, 
which superseded the other. If this was 
the first incident at which Luke was pre- 
sent, or the first memoir derived from 
Paul himself, or, which is plain, however 
doubtful may be the other alternatives, 
the commencement of that part of the 
history which is to narrate the teaching 
and travels of the Apostle Paul, — it would 
be natural that a note should be made, 
identifying the two names as belonging 
to the same person. — The also must not 
be understood as having any reference 
to Sergius Paulus, or as meaning that 
the Apostle * also (as well as Sergius) 


was called Paul.* It signifies that Paulus 
was a seoo7id name borne by Saul, in 
conformity with a Jewish practice as 
old as the captivity (or even as Joseph, 
see Gen. xli. 45), of adopting a Gentile 
name. Mr. Howson traces it through the 
Persian period (see Dan. i. 7 ; Esth. ii. 7), 
the Greek (I Macc. xii. 16; xvi. 11; 2 Macc. 
iv. 29), and the Roman (ch. i. 23 ; xiii. 1 ; 
xviii. 8, &c.), and the middle ages, down to 
modern times. Jerome has conjectured 
that the name was adopted by Saul in me- 
mory of this extent; the subjugation of 
Sergius Paulus to Christ, as the first 
fruits of his preaching — in the same way 
as Scipio after the conquest of Africa was 
called Africanus, and Metellus was called 
Creticus after the conquest of Crete. It is 
strange that any one could be found 
capable of so utterly mistaking the cha- 
racter of St. Paul, or of producing so un- 
fortunate an analogy to justify the mistake. 
It is yet stranger that Augustine should, 
in his Confessions, adopt the same view : 

He who was the least of Thine Apostles, 
. . . loved to be called Paul, instead of 
Saul, as before, to commemorate so great 
a victory.** So also Olshausen. A more 
probable way of accounting for the addi- 
tional name is pointed out by observing 
that such new names were often alliterative 
of or allusive to the original Jewish name : 
— he who was Jesus as a Jew, was called 
Jason or Justus, Col. iv. 11 : see other 
examples in my Greek Test. set his 

eyes on him] It seems probable that Paul 
never entirely recovered his sight as before, 
after the ** glory of that light** (see ch. 
xxii. 11). We have several apparent allu- 
sions to weakness in his sight, or to some- 
thing which rendered his bodily presence 
contemptible. In ch. xxiii. 1, the same 
expression, ** fixing his eyes on,** ear- 
nestly beholding,** A. V., “ the council ** 
occurs, and may have some bearing (see 
note there) on his not recognizing the 
high priest. See also Gal. iv. 13, 16; vi. 11, 
and 2 Cor. xii. 7, 9, and notes. The tra- 
ditional notices of his personal appearance 
represent him as having contracted and 
overhanging eyebrows. Whatever the 
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righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of the Lord? And now, behold, ®the hand 
the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him 
a mist and a darkness ; and he went about seeking some 
to lead him by the hand. Then the deputy, when he 
saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the 
doctrine of the Lord. Now when Paul and his company 
loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia : 
and PJohn departing from them returned to Jerusalem, 

But when they departed from Perga, they came to^^^^. 
Antioch in Pisidia, and ^went into the synagogue on the 


word may imply, it appears like the ^aphic 
description of an eye-witness, who was not 
Paul liimself. 10. son of the devil] 
Meyer supposes an indignant allusion to 
the name Bar-jesus {son of Jesus, or 
Joshua). This is possible, though hardly 
probable. wilt thou not cease to 

pervert the right ways of the Lord?] 
This evidently applies, not to Elyinas’s 
conduct on this occasion merely, but to 
his whole life of imposture and perversion 
of others. The especial sin was, that of 
laying hold of the nascent enquiry after 
God in the minds of men, and wresting it 
to a wrong direction. The Lord here 
and in ver. 11, is Jehovah. 11. for a 

season] The punishment was only tem- 
porary, being ac^companied with a gracious 
purpose to the man himself, to awaken 
repentance in him. a mist and a 

darkness] In the same precise and gradual 
manner is the healing of the lame man, 
ch. iii. 8, described : he stood (tirst), and 
walked. So here, first a dimness came on 
him, — then total darkness. And we may 
conceive this to have been shewn by his 
gestures and manner under the infliction. 

12. at the doctrine of the Lord] 
Hesitating as he had been before between 
the teaching of the sorcerer and that of 
the Apostle, he is amazed at the divine 
power accompanying the latter, and gives 
liimself up to it. It is not said that he was 
baptized : but the supposition is not thereby 
excluded : see ver. 48 ; ch. xvii. 12, 34 ; 
xviii. 8, first part. 13. Paul and his 
company] Is there not a trace of the nar- 
rator being among them, in this expres- 
sion ? — Henceforward Paul is the principal 
person, and Barnabas is thrown into the 
background. Perga in Pamphylia] 

Perga lies on the Oestrus, which flows into 
the bay of Attaleia. It is sixty stadia (7J 
miles) from the mouth, “ between and u^n 


the sides of two hills, with an extensive 
valley in front, watered by the river Oes- 
trus, and backed by the mountains of the 
Taurus.” (Oonybeare and Howson, vol. i. 
p. 195, from Sir 0. Fellows’s Asia Minor.) 
The remains are almost entirely Greek, 
with few traces of later inhabitants. The 
inhabitants of Pam])hylia were nearly allied 
in character to those of Oilicia : and it may 
have been Paul’s design, having already 
preached in his own province, to extend 
the Gospel of Ohrist to this neighbouring 
people. John probably took the op- 

portunity of some ship sailing from Perga. 
His reason for returning does not appear, 
but may be presumed, from ch. xv. 38, to 
have been, unsteadiness of character, and 
unwillingness to face the dangers abound- 
ing in this rough district (see below). He 
afterwards, having been the subject of dis- 
sension between Paul and Barnabas, ch. 
XV. 37 — 40, accompanied the latter again to 
Cyprus ; and wo find him at a much later 
period spoken of by Paul, together with 
Aristarchus, and Jesus called Justus, as 
having been a comfort to him (Col. iv. 10, 
11) : and again in 2 Tim. iv. 11, as pro- 
fitable to him for the ministry. 14.] 

It is not improbable that during this jour- 
ney Paul may have encountered some of 
the ‘perils by robbers’ of which he speaks, 
2 Cor. xi. 26. The tribes inhabiting the 
mountains which separate the table-land of 
Asia Minor from the coast, were notorious 
for their lawless and marauding habits. 
Strabo says of Isauria, that its inhabitants 
were all robbers, and of the Pisidians, that, 
like the Cilicians, they have great practice 
in plundering. He gives a similar character 
of the Pamphylians. Antioch in 

Pisidia was founded originally by the 
Magnetes on the Meander, and subsequently 
by Seleucus Nicator; and became, under 
Augustus, a Roman colony. Its position is 
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sabbath day, and sat down. And after the reading of 
the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent 
unto them, saying, [® Ye men ancC] brethren, if ye have 
BHeb.xiii.22. ®any word of exhortation for the people, say on. Then 
u v«*26,42, Paul stood up, and * beckoning with his hand said, Men of 
X Deut. vii. dj'. Israel, and “ ye that fear God, give audience. The God 
^ cl 17' people of Israel * chose our fathers, and exalted the 

xM people y when they dwelt as strangers in the land of 
‘‘ ’ Egypt, * and with an high arm brought he them out of it. 

And ® about the time of forty years ^ suffered he their 

® omit : see on ch. i. ] 6. 

d render, bore he them as a nurse beareth a child : see note. 


described by Strabo as being on a bill, and 
was unknown or wrongly placed till Mr. 
Arundell found its ruins at a place now 
calle<l Yalobatch, answering to Strabo’s 
description : where since an inscription has 
been found with the letters Antiocueae 
Caesare. 15.] The divisions of the 
law and prophets at present in use among 
the Jews were probably not yet arranged. 
Before the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
the JLavi only was read in the synagogues : 
but, this having been forbidden % him, 
the Prophets were substituted : — and, when 
the Maccabees restored the reading of the 
Law, that of the IVophets continued as 
well. sent unto them] Then they 
were not sitting in the foremost seats. 
Matt, xxiii. 6, but somewhere among the 
congregation. The message was probably 
sent to them as having previou.sly to this 
taught in the city, and thus being known 
to have come for that purpose. See, as 
illustrating our narrative, Luke iv. 17 ff. 
and notes. 16. beckoning with his 
hand] As was his practice ; so he stretched 
forth the hand, ch. xxvi. 1. See also 
ch. xxi. 40. The contents of this 

speech (vv. 16—41) may be thus arranged: 
I. Recapitulation of God’s ancient deliver- 
ances of His people and mercies towards 
them, ending with His crowning mercy, 
the sending of the Deliverer and promised 
Son of David (vv. 16 — 25). II. The his- 
tory of the rejection of Jesus hy the Jews, 
and of God’ s fulfilment of His promise hy 
raising Him from the dead (vv. 26 — 37). 
III. The personal application of this to 
all present, — the announcement to them 
of justification hy faith in Jesus, and 
solemn warning against the rejection of 
Him, It is in the last degree unsafe to 
argue, as Dr. Wordsworth has done, that 
because Strabo asserts the language of the 
I^sidians to have been neither Greek nor 


Lydian, St. Paul must have spoken to them 
by virtue of his miraculous gift of tongues. 
To the question put by Dr. W., In what 
language did St. Paul preach in Pisidia ? ” 
we may reply, seeing that he preached in 
the synagogue, after the reading of the 
law and prophets, “ In the same language 
as that in which the law and prophets had 
just been read.” ye that fear God] 
The persons thus addressed here, and in 
vcr. 26, formed a distinct class, viz. the 
(uncircumcised) proselytes of the gate j 
not excluding even such pious Gentiles, 
not proselytes in any sense, who might be 
present. The speech, from the beginning 
and throughout, is universal in its appli- 
cation, embracing, Jews and Gentiles. 

17. of this people of Israel] Grotius thinks 
that as the Apostle said these words, he 
pointed with his hand to the Jews. Or 
rather, perhaps by the word this he indi- 
cated, without gesture, the people in whose 
synagogue they were assembled. OUT 

fathers] It is evident that the doctrine so 
much insisted on afterwards by St. Paul, 
that all believers in Christ were the true 
children of Abraham, was fully matured 
already : by the words this people he alludes 
to the time when God was the God of the 
Jews only : by this us he unites all present 
in the now extended inheritance of the 
promises made to the fathers. exalted 

the people] Evidently an allusion to Isa. 
i. 2, where the word is also used in the 
sense of ‘ bringing up,’ nourishing to man- 
hood. This was done by increasing them 
in Egypt so that they became a great 
nation : see Gen. xlviii. 19. There is no 
reference to any exaltation of the people 
during their stay in Egypt : whether by 
their deliverance, or by the miracles of 
Moses, or by Joseph’s preferment to honour. 

18. he bore them as a nurse beareth 
a child] The adoption of this rendering. 
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manners in the wilderness, ^when\ '’he [® bDeut.vii.i. 

destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, ® ^ ® 2° ps.iil’vVii. 
divided their land to them by lot. 20 after ^ that he d^dg.ii.ie. 
gave unto them judges, about the space of four hundred 
and fifty years, ® until Samuel the prophet. '’And after- niam.vuiS'; 
ward they desired a king : and God gave unto them Saul 
the son of S Cis^ a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the 
space of forty years. 22 [« « ivkoi] he [® had'] removed * *i?:‘ Si??! 

him, ^ ^ he raised up unto them David to be their kinc: : to ^ 1 Sam. xvl. 

' ^ ^ ^ O ’ 18. 2 8am. 

whom also he gave testimony, and said, 'I have found 20. 

® ^ render y and. & render y Kis. 


instead of that of the A. V., depends on the 
change of one letter in the Greek. The 
word is ** etrop(QY, ph)ophoresei^ :** the 
former being the reading rendered in the 
A. V. But the other is the more probable, 
both from tlie MSS. here, and from the 
Heb. of Deut. i. 31, and the expansion of 
the same image in Num. xi. 12. 19. 

seven nations] See Deut, vii. 1 ; Josh. iii. 
10; xxiv. 11. — From the occurrence of 
manifest references, in these Opening verses 
of the speech, to Deut. i. and Isa. i., com- 
bined with the fact that these two chapters 
form tlie present lessons in the synagogues 
on one and the same sabbath, Bengel and 
Stier conclude that they liad been then 
read. It may have been so: but see on 
ver. 16. 20.] Taking the words as 

they stand, no other sense can be given to 
them, than that the time of the judges 
lasted 450 years. And we have exactly 
the same chronological arrangement in 
Josephus; who reckons 5‘J2 years from the 
Exodus to the building of Solomoids tem- 
ple, — arranging the jieriod thus : (1) forty 
years in the wilderness: (2) twenty -five 
years under Joshua: (3) Judges (below) ; 
(4) forty years under Saul, see on ver. 21 : 

i 5) forty years under David, 1 Kings ii. 11 : 
6) four years of Solomon^s own reign. 
This gives 592 minus 149, i. e. 44*3 years 
{about 450) for the Judges, including 
Samuel, lliat this chronology differs 
widely from 1 Kings vi. 1, is most evident, 
— where we read that Solomon began his 
temple in the four hundred and eightieth 
(LXX, four hundred and fortieth) year 
after the Exodus. All attempts to reconcile 
the two are arbitrary and forced. See 
some such recounted in my Greek Test. 
It seems then that St. Paul followed a 
chronology current among the Jews, and 
agreeing with the book of Judges itself 
(the spaces of time in which, added toge- 
ther, come exactly to 450), and that adopted 
by Josephus, but not with that of our 
Vol.L 


present Hebrew text of 1 Kings vi. 1. 

Samuel] mentioned as the terminus 
of the period of the Judges, also as having 
been so nearly concerned in the setting 
up over them of Saul and David. 21. 

Saul .... a man of the tribe of Benjamin] 
It may be not altogether irrelevant to 
notice that a Saul, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, was speaking ; and to trace in 
this minute specification something cha- 
racteristic and natural. by the space 
of forty years] So also Josephus. In the 
Old Testament the length of SauFs reign 
is not specified; 1 Sam. vii. 2 gives no 
reason, as Bengel thinks, why Saul’s reign 
should have been less than twenty years, 
as the twenty years there mentioned do 
not extend to the bringing up of the 
ark by David, but only to the circum- 
stances mentioned in the following verses. 
Biscoe has well shewn, that as Saul was a 
young man when anointed king, and Ish- 
bosheth his youngest son (1 Chron. viii. 33) 
was forty years old at his death (2 Sam. 
ii. 10), his reign cannot have been much 
short of that period. It is clearly against 
the construction to suppose Samuel’s time 
as well as Saul’s included in the forty 
years, following as they do upon the verb 
*« gave them.” Yet this has been done by 
the majority of Commentators. 22, 

he removed'him] i. e. deposed him: in this 
case, by his death, for David was not made 
king till then. Or perhaps the word may 
refer to the sentence pronounced against 
Saul, 1 Sam. xiii. 14, or xv. 23, 28, and 
the following verb, raised up, to the whole 
process of the exaltation of David to bo 
king. But I prefer the former. to 
whom he gave testimony, and said] The 
two passages, Ps. Ixxxix. 20, and 1 Sam. xiii. 
14, are interwoven together : both were 
spoken of David, and both by prophetic 
inspiration. They are cited from memory, 
neither the words “ the son of Jesse nor 
** which shall fulfil all my willj* being 
3 C 
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David the son of Jesse, man after mine own heart, 
jiM.xi. 1 . which shall fulfil all my will. i Qf this man’s seed hath 
&mS“3 according “to promise ^raised unto Israel "a 

Saviour, Jesus : ^ ° when John had first preached ^before 
n his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of 

‘"LSkeiil’.s: Israel. And as John fulfilled his course, he said, 
** MirkiV'* P Whom think ye that I am ? lam not he. But, behold, 
cometh one alter me, whose shoes ot ms leet 1 am 
47?'‘venii. not worthy to loose. [} Men and~\ brethren, children of 
^84 Hi* ill Ihe stock of Abraham, and ^whosoever among you feareth 
g?- ' God, ^to you is the word of this salvation sent. ^7 Por 
they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, ^because 

% Luke xxiv. 

knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets 
u Matt, xxvii. •which are read every sabbath day, ‘they have fulfilled 

«2. Mark XV. . . , . oo x 7 i 

li’m 2i?2?® m condemning him. ^though they found 

johnxix.6, cause of death in him, ^^yet desired they Pilate that he 

J Luke xlui should be slain. ^9 y when they had fulfilled all that 
8o,Vfl*87.‘ written of him, * they took him down from the tree, 

* and laid him in a sepulchre. ^ But God raised him from 

46. Luke 

“hn xtx. 88 . was seen many days of them which 

a Matt, xxviii. 

6. ch. 11. 24 : ill. 18, 15, 26 ; V. 80. b Matt, xxviii. 16. ch. L 8. 1 Cor. xv. 6, 6, 7. 

^ omit, ^ render^ brought, 

k literally, before the presence of his coming. 

^ omit : see on ch. i. 16. 

“ render, those among you who fear God : see note. 

“ render, when. ® render, they desired. 


found in them. These latter words are 
spoken of Cyrus, see Isa. xliv. 28. That 
such citations are left in their present shape 
in our text, forms a strong presumption 
that we have the speeches of St. Paul word 
for word as delivered by him, and no sub- 
sequent general statement of what he said, 
in which case the citation would have been 
corrected hy the sacred text. 23. 

bath Ood according to promise brought . . .] 
viz. the promise in Z^h. iii. 8, where the 
very word “ bring forth is used ; not 
however excluding the many other pro- 
mises to the same effect. 24. before 
the presence of his coming] referring to 
brought** above, when his coming forward 
publicly was about to take place. 25.] 
The expression *‘to fulfil (or finish) a 
course” is peculiar to St. Paul; see ch. 
XX. 24 ; 2 Tim. xv. 7. On this course see 
Luke iii. 16 ff. 36 ] The same two 
classes, ^see on ver, 16,) Jews, and God- 
fearing Gentiles, are here again addressed ; 
and should be more di^ inctly marked 


in the version, than is done in the A.V. 
this salvation] viz. the salvation implied 
in Jesus being a Saviour — salvation hy 
Kim. 27.] On the peculiar construc- 
tion of this verse, almost unintelligible 
in any English representation, consult my 
Greek Test. 28. when they found] 
Not, * though* but rather because they 
found no cause : when they found no cause 
of death in him, they besought, &c. : see 
Luke xxiii. 22, 23. 29.] De Wette 

rightly remarks, that St. Paul, in this 
compendious narrative, makes no distinc- 
tion between friend and foe in what was 
done to our Lord, but regards both as 
fulfilling God’s purpose regarding Him. I 
may add that there is also a contrast 
between what men did to Him, and God*s 
raising Him, ver. 30. — Joseph and Nieo- 
demus, be it observed, were both rulers . — 
Paul touches but lightly on the cross of 
Christ, and hastens on to the great point, 
the Resurrection, as the fulfilment of pro- 
phecy and seal of the Messiahahip of Jesus. 
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came up with him ®from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 
his witnesses unto the people. And we declare imto 
you glad tidings, how that ® the promise which was made « 
unto the fathers, God hath % fulfilled the same unto us 
their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus \f again\ ; iS: 
as it is also written in the “second psahn, ^Thou art ^ 

Son, this day have I begotten thee. And as concerning ®- 
that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to 
return to corruption, he said on this wise, « I will give you ^ *• 

the sure ^ mercies of David. ^5 Wherefore he saith also 
in another psalm, ^ Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One ^ 
to see corruption. 36 ^or David, * after he had served his iP 8 .ixxvui. 7 a. 

P read, who are now. 

<1 render, completely fulfilled. ^ omit. 

® Some of our ancient authorities read, first \ see note, 

^ The original here has holy things : see note, 

81.] The now gives peculiar force refers the prophecy in its full completion 
to the sentence. Who are at this moment to the Resurrection of our I^ord : similarly 
witnesses, — living witnesses ; i. e. ‘I am in Kom. i. 4, “ declared to he the Son of 
not telling you a matter of the merely, Ood with power, .by the resurrection 
hut one made present to the people of the from the dead.** 34. now no more to 
Jews by living and eye-witnessing testi- return . , .] Compare Rom. vi. 9, “ Christ 
inony.* 32. we declare unto you] being raised from the dead, dieth no more : 

lie and Barnabas were not of the number death hath no more dominion over him** 
of those who came up with Him from It is interesting to trace the same shades 
Galilee unto Jerusalem, ver. 31, nor w’as of thought in the speeches and epistles of 
their mission to the Jewish people. ‘ They Paul ; and abundant opportunity of doing 
are at this moment witnessing to the so will occur as we proceed. — But here the 
people, we, preaching to you.^ The we is returning to corruption does not merely 
emphatic. Stier observes how entirely imply death, so that Jesus should have 
Paul sinks himself, his history and com- once undergone it, and no more hereafter, 
mission from Christ, in the great Object as the A. V. seems to imply : hut we must 
of his preaching. S3, in that he hath supply ‘ to die, and in consequence to * 

raised up Jesus] The term raised up is before the words, understanding them as 
ambiguous: but here the meaning, from the the result of death, if it had dominion 

dead, is absolutely required by the con- over Him : thus the clause answers even 

text ; both because the w^ord is repeated more remarkably to Rom. vi. 9. the 
with that addition (ver. 34), and because holy things is the LXX rendering of the 
the Apostle^s emphasis throughout the Hebrew word, Isa. Iv. 3, which in 2 Chron. 
passage is on the Resurrection (ver. 30) as vi. 42, they have translated “ the mercies.** 
the final fulfilment of Ood*s promises The word * holy * should have been pre- 
regarding Jesus. The other meaning, served in the A. V., as answering to “ thine 
^having raised up,* as in ch. vii. 37, is Holy One** below; the mercies of David, 
however maintained by several Commen- holy and sure : or my holy promises which 
tators. Meyer well remarks, that this I made sure unto David. 36.] Where- 
meaning would hardly in our passage have fore also, — correspondent to which purpose, 
been thought of or defended, had it not of His Christ not seeing corruption, 
been that the subjoined citation from Ps. he saith] viz. God, not David : the subject 
ii. has been thought necessarily to apply is continued from vv. 32 and 34, and fixed 

to our Lord's mission upon earth. by “ he said ** and “ I will give ** just pro- 

The reading of some of our ancient autho- ceding, — thou shall not suffer (literally 

rities here, in the first psalm, is to be and thine Holy One accurately correspond 
accounted for by the fact that anciently to **Iwill give** and holy things** before, 
our second Psalm was the first, owr first See on ch. ii. 27. 36.] The palm, 

being reckoned as prefatory. St. Paul though spoken by David, cannot have its fill- 

8^2 
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II Kir*. II. to. own generation by the will of God, ' fell on sleep, and was 
laid unto bis fathers, and saw corruption : but he, whom 
God raised again, saw no corruption. Be it known 
k Jer. xxxi. 84. unto you therefore, men and'] brethren, that ^ through 
LSkexxiv^' this man is ^preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 

1 laa. lin. 11. and ^ y by him * all that heliece are justified from all 
vii”i9* from which ye could not be justified y by the law of 

Moses. ^ Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, 
14 . which is spoken of in™ the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, 

and wonder, and perish : ^for I work a work in your days; 
a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man 
declare it unto you. And '^ichen the Jews tcere gone out 

^ omit : see on ch. i. 16, * better here, announced, 

y render, in. * render, every one that bclicveth is. 

* render, because. 

read and render, as they Were going out, they besought. 


filmeiit in David. his own generation] 
David ministered only to the generation in 
which he lived : but through this Man, re- 
mission of sins is preached to you and to 
all who believe on Him. after he had 
served his own generation by the will (i. c. 
according to the appointment) of God] 
His whole course was marked out and 
fixed by God — he fulfilled it, and fell 
asleep. (See, on the whole, 2 Sam. vii. 12 ; 
1 Kings ii. 10.) was laid unto his 
fathers] An expression arising from the 
practice of burying families together : 
the expression occurs very frequently in the 
Old Test. 38.] Paul speaks here of 

justification only in its lowest sense, as 
negative, and synonymous with remission 
of sins j lie does not unfold here that 
higher sense of justifying, the accounting 
righteous, which those who have from God 
are just by faith. It is the first office of 
the Spirit by which he spoke, to convict 
concerning sin, before He convicts con- 
cerning righteousness : therefore he dwells 
on the remission of sins, merely just giving 
a glimpse of the great doctrine of justifi- 
cation, of which he had such wonderful 
things to write and to say. 89.] 

And from all things (sin), from which ye 
could not in (under) the law of Moses be 
justified in Him (as in the expression, in 
Christ, in the Lord, frequently), every be- 
liever is (habitual present tense) justified 
.... but not implying that in the law 
of Moses there might be justification from 
some sins ; — ^under the law there is no jus- 
tification (Gal. iii. 11) : — but it means 
Chriat shall do for yon all that the law 


could not do *. leaving it for inference, or 
for further teaching, that this was abso- 
lutely ALL : that the law could do nothing. 
The same thought is expanded Rom. viii. 
3. This interpretation will be the more 
clearly established, when we remember 
that to justify from sin was not in any 
sense, and could not be, the office of the 
law, by which came the knowledge of sin. 
The expression “ to justify from** is only 
once used again by St. Paul (Rom. vi. 
7, marginal rendering : the A.V. has ** freed 
from sin,** but wrongly), and that where 
he is arguing against the continuing in sin. 

every one that believeth is not to be 
joined with in him, which (see above) is con- 
trasted with in the law of Moses. — It is 
quite in St. Paul’s maimer to use every one 
that believeth thus absolutely ; see Rom. i. 
16; iii. 22; x. 4 (Gal. iii. 22). 40.] 

The object of preaching the Gospel to the 
Jews first was for a testimony to them : 
its reception was almost uniformly un- 
favourable: and against such anticipated 
rejection he now warns them. 41. 

ye despisers] So the LXX render the 
Hebrew word, signifying ‘ among the 
heathen* so in A.V., for which they seem 
to have read some other word resembling 
it. — The prophecy was spoken of the judg- 
ment to be inmeted by means of the 
Chaldajans : but neither this nor any other 
prophecy is confined in its application to 
the occasion of which it was once spoken, 
but gathers up under it all analogous pro- 
cedures of God’s providence : such repeated 
fulfilments increasing in weight, and ap- 
proaching nearer and nearer to that last 
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of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words 
might be ^preached to them the next sabbath. ^ Now 
when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews 
and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas : who, 
speaking to them, "persuaded them to continue in ° the 
grace of God. And the next sabbath day came almost ° Sebl 
the whole city together to hear the word of God. But * ’ 
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and p spake against those things which were spoken Pipe'Jiv;J; 
by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. ^ Then Paul 
and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, ^ It was necessary ^ 
that the word of God should first have been spoken to you : 
but ’^seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, ® we turn to the Gentiles. i 8 *a/iv? 5 . 

__ . __ Matt.xii.4S. 

Jbor so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, '1 have ^ 
set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest t utUxlnX 
be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. And when ii w. ’ 
the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the 
word of the Lord: "and as many as were ^ordained to « oh. u. 47. 


® render, Spoken. 

and great fulfilment of all the promises of 
grace and all the threats of wrath, by which 
every prophetic word shall be exhausted. 

42.] The insertions in the text fol- 
lowed by the A. V. have been made partly 
perhaps to remove the ambiguity in the 
“ the^ and ** them*^ and to shew who 
they were that besought, &c. But they 
confuse the sense. As they (the con- 
gregation) were going out, they (the same) 
besought. 43,] See a similar expres- 
sion ch. xi. 23. There too, we have the 
grace of God similarly used of the worlc of 
the Gospel begun in the hearts of the 
converts. 44. came , . . together] 

* In the synagogue it was the sight of 
the Gentile crowds in their house of prayer 
w'hich stirred up the jealousy of the Jews, 

45. contradicting and blaspheming] 
These words form a graphic repetition, 
passing from the particular thing which 
they did, viz. contradict the words spoken 
by Paul, to the spirit in which they did it, 
viz. a contradictious and blaspheming one. 

46. should first have been spoken 
to you] See ch. iii. 26 ; Rom. i. 16. 

47.] They refer the word thee in the pro- 
phecy not to themselves as teachers, but to 
Christ. 48. as many as were dis- 
posed to eternal life] The meaning of this 
word disposed must be determined by the 
context. The Jews \ifid judged themselves 


^ render, disposed : see note, 

unworthy of eternal life : the Gentiles, as 
many as were disposed to eternal life, be- 
lieved. By whom so disposed, is not here 
declared : nor need the word be in this 
place further particularized. We know, 
that it is God who worketh in us the will 
to believe, and that the preparation of the 
heart is of Him : but to find in this text 
pre-ordination to life asserted, is to force 
both the word and the context to a mean- 
ing w'hich they do not contain. The word 
in the original is the same as in 1 Cor. 

xvi. 15, where it is said that the house of 
Stephanas <*have addicted themselves to 
the ministry o^ the saints,” and in Rom, 

xvii. 1, where it is said that ** the powers 
that be are ordained of God in both of 
which places the agents are expressed, 
whereas here the word is used abi^lutely, 
without an agent expressed. Calvin, &c., 
find here predestination in the strongest 
sense .• ** This oi’daining can be referred 
only to the eternal decree of God ... It is 
a ridiculous cavil to refer it to the mind 
of those who believed, as if they received 
the Gospel who were properly disposed in 
their minds.” So the Vulgate translates 
the word pre-ordained and Augustine, 
“ destined.” There are several other ren- 
derings, which see in my Greek Test. Dr. 
Wordsworth well observes, that it would be 
interesting to enquire what influence such 
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eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was 
published throughout all the region. But the Jews 
stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the 
X 2 Tim. iii. 11 . chief men of the city, and * raised persecution against 
Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 
^M«kvi.\Y ^But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, 
ihliviu.e: and came unto Iconium. And the disciples * were filled 

z Matt. V. 12. . I , T » t t TT 1 

ch.^L^Sj With joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 

XIV. 1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went 
both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so 
spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of 
the Greeks believed. ^ But ® the unbelieving Jews stirred 
up the GentileSy and made their minds evil affected against 
the brethren. ^ Long time therefore abode they speaking 
» Mark xv^. 20 . boldly in the Lord, ^ which gave testimony unto the word 
of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands. ^ But the multitude of the city was divided : 

® render, the Jews which believed not stirred up and embittered 
the minds of the Gentiles. 

renderings as this of in the lying in a fertile plain at the foot of, and 

Vulgate version had on the minds of men almost surrounded by, Mount Taurus. At 
like St. Augustine and his followers in the this time, it was the capital of Lycaonia, 
Western Church, in treating the great ques- and had around it a distinct territory, 
tions of free will, election, reprobation, and ruled by a tetrarch, and probably on that 
final perseverance ; and on some writers in account is not reckoned to any of the abovc- 
the reformed churches who, though re- mentioned districts. It became famous in 
jecting the authority of that version, were the middle ages as the capital of the Selju- 
yet swayed by it away from the sense of kian Sultans, and had a great part in the 
the original, here and in ch. ii. 47. The growth of the Ottoman empire. It is now 
tendency of the Eastern Fathers, who read Koiua, a town of 30,000 inhabitants, 
the original Greek, was, he remarks, in a 62.] See, for similar “joyful per- 

differentdirectionfromthatof the Western orations,^’ as Dr. Wordsworth well desig- 
School. 60. devout . . . women] Wo- nates them, Luke xxiv. 62; ch. v. 41 ; xii. 
men had a strong religious influence both 24. 

for and against Christianity : see for the Chap. XIV. 1. Greeks] Probably these 
former ch. xvi. 14; xvii. 4; Phil, iv. 3; were of the number of the devout per- 

1 Cor. vii. 16 : for the latter, we have sons, or worshippers of God, mentioned 

Josephus’s statement, tliat the majority of ch. xiii. 43, 50; xvi. 14; xvii. 4, 17; xviii. 
the wives of the Damascenes were prose- 7, i. e. those of the uncircumcised who 
lytes : which may be compared with ch. were more or less attached to the Jewish 
ix. 22 — 25. These were proselytes of the religion. 2.] which believed not, viz. 
gate, or at least inclined to Judaism. when Paul preached. Ver. 3 gives 

expelled them] Though the chief men of the sequel of ver. 1,— ver. 4, of ver. 2. 

the citg, at the instigation, probably, of 3. speaking boldly in the Lord] 

their, wives, were concern^, this seems to i. e. ‘ speaking with boldness, which bold- 
have been no legal expulsion : for we find ness was grounded on confidence in tlie 
them revisiting Antioch on their return. Lord.’ By the Lord here is meant God : 
ch. xiv. 21;— but only a compulsory retire- see ch. iv. 29, 30, and ch. xx. 32, where 
ment for j^ace, and their own safety’s sake, we have joined together “ God, and the 
61J As commanded by our Lord, word of His grace** and granted] 
Matt. X. 14, where see note.^ leomum] or, by granting, &c. 4,] This was 

A populous city, east of Antioch in Pisidia, the way in which God bore His testimony. 
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and part held mth the Jews, and part with the apostles, bch.xm s, 
s And when there was ^an (mault made both of the 
Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, ®to use c 2 Tim.iii.u. 
them despitefully, and to stone them, ^ they were ware of 
it, and ^fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, ^ Matt. x. 23 . 
and unto the region that lieth round about : 7 and there 
they preached the gospel. 

^ ® And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in « « 5 h. m. i. 
his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who 
never had walked : ^ the same E heard Paul speak : who 
stedfastly beholding him, and ^perceiving that he had fMatt.viM.io: 
faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, «^Stand 
upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. And 
when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up 
their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, ^The gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of men. And they 
called Barnabas, ^Jupiter ; and Paul, iMercurius, because 

* t render y a stir, or movement \ see note. 

E render, was listening to Paul speaking. 

^ literally, ZeuS {pie Greek name of Jupiter). 

^ literally, Herines {the Greek name of Mercury). 

Such a split into two factions was a com- district : we hear of no synagogue, 
mon occurrence, on far less important oc- Lycaonia] Strabo describes Lycaonia as 
casions, in these cities of Oriental Greeks, a hilly plain among the mountain -spurs 
6.] Dr. Howson remarks, that there of Taurus, very ill watered, cold and bare, 
was no “ assault ’’ ma<le on them, as the but exceedingly adapted for sheep-pasture 
A.V. has it; for if there had been, they could and the growth of wool. 9.] The im- 

not but have been ware of it : but a stir, perfect tense here in the original is ira- 
or movement, was going on which would portant. He was listening to Paurs 
have led to an assault, had they not been preaching, and, while listening, his coun- 
ware of it. 6. Lystra] This, as well tenance, read by the Apostle’s gift of spi- 

ns Derbe (of both which very little further ritual discernment, gave token of futh to 
is known), was probably a small town at be healed. ste^astly beholding him] 
the foot of the singular mountain-mass See note on ch. xiii. 9. 10. with a 

known as the Kara-dagh, or black moun- loud voice] The original implies that he 
tain, Lystra being S., and Derbe S.E. from suddenly raised his voice above the tone in 
Iconium. The sites are very uncertain, which he was before speaking. 11. in the 

There are the ruins of about forty Chris- speech (dialect) of Lycaonia] The nature 
tian churches on the north side of the Kara- of this dialect is uncertain. The notice is 
dagh, at a place called by the Turks Bin- inserted to shew that the Apostles had 710 
bir-Kilisseh (the 1001 churches), which knowledge of the inference drawn by the 
the most recent travellers believe may be crowd, till they saw the bulls being brought 
Lystra. In one of these places (probably to their doors, ver. 13. So Chrysostom : 
at Lystra, see note, ch. xvi. 1) Paul found “ This was not yet known to the Apostles : 
and took up Timothy on his second jour- for the men spake in their own tongue, 
ney ; and from the expression “ my beloved and thus conveyed no meaning to them.'' 
child ” in 1 Cor. iv. 17, compared with the See, on the real nature of the gift of 
use of ** father ” in the same chapter, as tongues, and the bearing of notices of this 
defined ver. 15, we are justified in con- kind on its consideration, the note on cb. 
eluding that he had been converted by the ii. 4. — These appearances of the gods are 
.jostle; and, if so, during this visit. — frequent subjects of heathen poetry and 
;T^re appear to have been few Jews in the mytholcgy. It was in the neighbouring 
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lie was the chief speaker. Then the priest of Jupiter, 
which was before their city, brought 1 oxen and garlands 
iDan.ii.ifl. unto the gates ^ ^and would have done sacrifice with the 
people. Which when the apostles, Barnabas and 
kMatt.xxvi. Paul, heard of, ^they rent their clothes, and ^ran in 
ioh.x.26. among the people, crying out, and saying, oSirs, ^why 
m James v u. do yc thcsc things ? We also are men, of like passions 
“2®“?King(i preach unto you that ye should turn from 

xflaJ Amos " these P vanities ® unto the living God, p which made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are 
^ piTiixiii. 6 : therein : i^^who in ^ times past suffered all nations to 
Rev!xiV.7. walk in their own ways. r ^Nevertheless he left not 
*»■ himself without witness, in that he did good, and ® gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 
* Deut^jr. 14 ': with food and gladness. And with these sayings scarce 
pXvlib: restrained they the people y that they had not done sacri- 
oSvii.s! fice unto them, ‘ And there came thither certain Jews 

Jer. xiv. 22. 

t^“?iiU46.' Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the ^ people ^ 


k literally, leader of the discourse. 
^ render, doors *. see note. 

® literally. Men. 

^ render, the generations. 


® render, the multitudes. 


^ render, bulls. 

^ render, rushed forth. 
P render, vain gods. 

^ render, multitude. 


country of Phrygia that Jupiter and Mer- 
cury were said to have wandered, and to 
have been entertained by Baucis and Phile- 
mon. 12.] This distinction is (besides 
the reason given) in accordance with what 
Paul himself cites (as the saying of his 
adversaries, it is true, but not therefore 
without some physical foundation), “ his 
hodily presence is roeak^ So Chrysostom, 
adding, “Barnabas seems to me to have 
been a person of noble appearance and 
bearing.^^ leader of the discourse] 
Titles like this were commonly given to 
Hermes, the god of eloquence. 13. 
which was before their city] i. e. which 
was the defender, or tutelar god, of their 
city. bulls and garlands] The mean- 
ing is not that the bulls were wreathed 
with the garlands : these last may have 
been to hang on the doors of the house 
where the Apostles were : or for manifold 
purposes connected with the sacrifice. 
They brought them, not to the gates of 
the city, but to the doors o^ the outer 
court of the house : see ch. xii. 13. 

14. the apostles] This is the first place 
where Paul and Bamnbas are so called. 
Bt. Paul constantly claims for himself the 


title in his Epistles : see Rom. i. 1 ; 1 Cor. 
i. 1 ; ix. 1 ; XV. 9 ; 2 Cor. i. 1 ; Gal. i. 1 ,* Col. 

i. 1 ; 1 Tim. i. 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 1 ; Tit. i. 1. 
It seems to have been borne in this higher 
sense also by James the Lord's brother; 
see Gal. i. 19, and note, and the Introduc- 
tion to the Epistle of James ; and by Bar- 
nabas, here and in 1 Cor. ix. 5, 6 : see also 
Gal. ii. 9. So that there were, widening the 
word beyond the Twelve, fifteen Apostles, 
usually so called. The word was also used 
in a still wider sense : see Rom. xvi. 7 ; 
2 Cor.viii.23 (marginal rendering ) ; 1 Thess. 

ii. 6 ; in which latter place Silvanus and 
Timotheus seem to be included in it. 

The Apostles were within : on being told, 
they rushed forth into the crowd. 

16.] The original, these vain . . . may be 
filled up by things or gods : more probably 
the latter, as contrasted with the One 
living God. 16.] Compare Rom. iii. 
25, 26, and ch. xvii. 30. 17.] Com- 

pare Rom. i. 19, 20. The words gave us 
rain from heaven had a remarkable appli- 
cability in a country where we have seen 
from Strabo (on ver. 6) that there was 
great scarcity of water. He relates that 
in one city of Lycaonia, where water was 
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“ and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, sup- 
posing he had been dead. 20 Howbeit, as the disciples 
stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city : 

* and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. * JJf 
And when they had ^ preached the gospel to that city, 
and had ^ taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and 
to Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the souls of the 
disciples, [* andP^ y exhorting them to continue in the faith, 
and that ®we must through 1 much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God. ^3 when they had ® * ordained R^m. 
them elders in every church, ^and had prayed ivith fasting , 
they commended them to the Lord, on whom they’ ^ 
lieved, And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, 
they came to Pamphylia. ^5 when they had preached 
the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia : 

t literally, evangelized that city. 

^ render, made many disciples : see Matt, xxviiL 19. 

^ omit. y render, many tribulations. 

2 render, elected. ^ render, they prayed with fasting, and 

^ render, had believed. 

reached by digging the wells very deep, it which leads direct into that province ; but, 
was sold for money. 19. who per- notwithstanding all that had befallen him, 

Boaded the multitTide] 'We are told that St. Paul prefers returning by the churches 
the Lycaonians were fickle and untrust- which he had founded, to a short and easy 
w^orthy. They stoned him, not in the journey to the coast by his own home. 
Jewish method, but tumultuously and in 22. that we must . . .] Is not this 

the streets, dragging him out of the city use of the first person a token of the pre- 
afterwards. — He refers to this stoning, sence of the narrator again ? My own 
2 Cor. xi. 25, “ once was I stoned.** conjecture would be, that he remained in 

20. the disciples stood round about him] Antioch during the journey to Iconium, 
not to bury him, but, as would naturally be &c., and back. The events between those 
the case, in mournful anxiety and regret, two limits are much more summarily 
he rose up] The first, and 1 think related than those before or after, 
the right impression is, that this recovery 23. when they had elected them elders] 
was supernatural. It is not indeed so The verb means, appointed by suffrage : 
strongly implied, as to leave no doubt: and probably, by the analogy of ch. vi. 
especially as a blow from a stone would be 2 — 6 (see 2 Cor. viii. 19), the strict meaning 
likely to stun, and occasion the appearance is here to be retained. The word will not 
of death. Derbe] See above, on ver. 6. bear Jerome^s and Chrysostom’s sense of 
It is probably now Divle. From Derbe * laying on of hands,’ adopted by Roman 
not being enumerated, 2 Tim. iii. 11, with Catholic expositors. Nor is there any 
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra, as the reason here for departing from the usual 
scene of any of Paul’s sufferings, we may meaning of electing by show of hands, 
perhaps infer that none befell him there. — The Apostles may have admitted by ordi- 
They may have fled to Derbe, as being in nation those presbyters whom the churches 
a different jurisdiction from Lystra; the elected. 25. Attalia] A maritime 

latter being comprised in the Roman town at the mouth of the river Catar- 
province of Galatia, whereas Derbe seems rhactes, in Pamphylia, not far from the 
to have belonged at this time to Antiochus, border of Lycia, built by Attalus Phil- 
king of Commag^ne. 21. they re- adelphus, king of Pergamus, in a convenient 

turned again] They were not far from the position to command the trade of Syria or 
famous ^ss, called the ‘Cilician gates,* Egypt. It b still an important place. 
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bcii.xiu.1,8. 20 and tbence sailed ta Antioch, ^frohi whence they had 
cch.xv. 4 o. been ‘^recommended to the grace of God for the work 
which they fulfilled. . ^7 And when they were come, and 
doh.xr. 4 . 13 : bad gathered the church together, ‘^they rehearsed all 
eicor.xvi. 9 . that God had done with them, and ^how he had ® opened 
iSv.'rii.V door of faith unto the Gentiles. And t}iere\ they 
abode long time with the disciples, 
a Gal. ii. 13 . XV. ^ And ® Certain men which came down from 

Judaea taught the brethren, and said, ^Except ye be cir- 
. l'i\ coi.'u. cumcised, ® after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved, 
c Gen.'xvii 10. 2 'VVTien therefore ^ Paul and Barnabas had no small dis- 

l4eT. xii.8. 

dGal.ii.i. gension and disputation with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go 
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this 
e iRom. XV. qucstion. 3 ® And ® being brought on their way by the 
church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, 
fch.xiv.37. ^declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they 

® better, for perspicuiti/, that. ^ omit. 

® render, So then. 


called Satalia. To reach it they had to 
cross the plain from Perga. 26.] from 
whence, as being the centre whence their 
apostolic commission had spread. 27. 

the door of faith] The same metaphor is 
used in 1 Cor. xvi. 9 ; 2 Cor. ii. 12 ; Col. 
iv. 3, by St. Paul, and shews, perhaps, his 
hand in the narrative. — On the explanation 
of long time here, see chronological table 
in Introduction. 

Chap. XV. 1—35.] Difference re- 

BPECTING THE NECESSITY OF CIHCXTM:- 
CISION FOR THE GeNTILE CONVERTS. 

Council of the Apostles and elders 
AT Jerusale&i. 1. certain men] 

Called in Gal. ii. 4 ** false brethren un- 
awares brought in, who came in privily to 
spy out our liberty which we have in 
Christ Jesus.” Some of our later MSS. 
read, “ certain men of the sect of the Pha- 
risees which believed,^' as in ver. 5. Doubt- 
less it was so. In spite of the special reve- 
lations which had accompanied the reception 
of the first Gentiles into the church, the 
strong Judaizing party adliered to their old 
pr^udices inspecting the necessity of con- 
formity to the law of Moses. With this 
party Paul was in conflict all his life ; and 
even long after, we fiind it raising its head 
again in the sects of the Ebionites and 
the Nazarenes. — Neander notices the ac- 
count in Josephus, where Izates, K. of 
Adiabei 3 ie« is converted to Jadaism. by a 


certain Ananias, who, for fear of a com- 
motion among his people allows him to 
remain uncireumcised — when a certain 
Eleazar, who had the reputation of being 
very strict about his national observances, 
prevails on him to perform the rite, for 
that without it he could not be a Jew. 

2.] Compare Gal. ii. 5. should 
go up to Jerusalem] I assume here what 
seems to me to l)e almost beyond the pos- 
sibility of question, that this journey was 
the same as that mentioned Gal. ii. 1 — 10. 
In that case, Paul there (ver. 2) says that 
he went up by revelation.” In this ex- 
pression I cannot see it necessarily implied 
that the revelation was made to himself, 
but that there was some intimation of the 
Holy Ghost, similar perhaps to that in 
ch. xiii. 2, in accordance with which the 
church at Antioch sent him and Barnabas ; 
— there being prophets there, by whom 
the Spirit spoke His will. certain 

other of them] Titus was one, Gal. ii. 1, 3, 
and that, in all probability, in order to give 
an example of a Gentile convert of the un- 
circumcision endowed with gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. Titus is not mentioned in the Acts i 
but only in 2 Cor., Gal., 2 Tim., and the 
epistle addressed to him. 3. being 
brought on their way by the church] 
This seems to have been something of an 
official escorting of them on the way, and 
perhaps parting ftom them with aedemn 
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caused^ gr^t joy unto all the brethren* ^ And when 
they were come to Jerusalem, they were received ^of the 
church, and ^of the apostles and elders, and ^ they declared 
air things that God had done with them. ^ But there 
rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, 
saying, ^ that it was needful to circumcise them, and to ^ rer. i. 
command them to keep the law of Moses. ® And the 
apostles and elders came together for to consider of this 


matter. 7 And when there had 
Peter rose up, and said unto them, 
ye know how that a good while 

^ i. €. by. 

commendation to God : causing great joy 
to them. It shews that the mind of the 
church was with them^ not with the .Ju- 
daizera. This was also the case in Phoe- 
nicia and Samaria, as is shewn by all the 
brethren.** 4.] On their arrival at 

Jerusalem, there seems to have taken place 
an official reception of them and their 
message, in public. There they related — 
as a most important element for the deter- 
mination of the question — God's dealings 
with them (see on ch. xiv. 27), and recounted 
the places where churches of believing 
Gentiles had been founded. This having 
taken place, a protest was entered on the 
part of the Pharisee believers — in no way 
doubting the truth of these conversions, 
nor in any way disparaging the ministry of 
Paul tmd Barnabas, — that it was necessary 
to circumcise them^ i. e. those of whom th^y 
had spoken, and to command them to keep 
the law of Moses. — It may be objected, 
that this view would not be consistent 
with PauFs statement. Gal. ii. 2, I com- 
municated unto them that Gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles, hut privately 
to them which were of reputation. But I 
cannot see any inconsistency, if the words 
used in both cases be accurately weighed. 
To the church and apostles and elders, 
Paul and Barnabas gave a simple recital of 
how God had dealt with them among the 
Gentiles : but Paul did not lay before the 
whole assembly the Gospel which he 
preached among the Gentiles, viz. the indif- 
ference of the Mosaic law to their salvation 
(Gal. i. 7 — 9), for fear of its being hastily 
disparaged or repudiated, and so his work 
being hindered: *^lest hy any means I 
should run, or had run, in vain,** Gal. ii. 2. 
But, in private interviews with the chief 
Apostles, James, Peter, and John (Gal. 
ii. 9), he did unfold the whole freeness 
qf this Gospel, and «o effectually, as to 


been much disputing, 

\}^Men and^ brethren, ich.x. 20 :xi. 
ago God made choice 

? omit : see on ch. i. 16. 

prepare the way for their full and public 
accordance with him at the council. 

6. ] The Apostles and elders only are men- 
tioned as having assembled : in which case 
“ all the multitude** (ver. 12) must mean 
that of the elders, and the decision of 
ver. 22 must have been arrived at in a 
larger assembly. But' most probably the 
deliberation of the Apostles and elders 
implied the presence of the brethren also, 
who are intended by “ all the multitude ** 
— and there was hut one assembly. The 
objection, that no one place could have held 
them, is nugatory : the official presence 
of all is assumed continually in such cases, 
where the assembly is open to all. 

7. ] A promiscuous debate, not perhaps 

without some angry feeling, ensued on their 
first coming together, — and among the 
multitude, as is implied in ver. 12, — man 
disputing with man. Peter] Partly 

on account of the universal deference 
paid to him, but principally because of his 
peculiar fitness to open the apostolic deci- 
sions on the subject, from having been 
made the instrument of the first public and 
approved reception of the Gentiles. 

ye (emphatic) know] In Peter’s speeches 
in ch. X., this phrase occurs at the begin- 
ning of a sentence, ver. 28, and ver. 37 : 
and we have traces of the same way of 
expressing the personal pronoun in his 
speeches, ch. ii. 15 ; iii. 14, 25. Such 
notices are important, as shewing that 
these reports are not only according to the 
se'nse of what was said, but the words 
spoken, verbatim. a good while ago] 
literally, ^firom ancient days.** In regard 
to the whole time of the Gospel up to that 
day (about 20 years), the date of the con- 
version of Cornelius, at least fifteen year's 
before this (compare Gal. ii. 1), would very 
properly be so specified. The length of 
time elapsed is placed by Peter in ihsi 
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among ^ uSy that the Gentiles by my mouth shoufd hear 
^ iiJiilTo: word of the gospel, and believe. ® And God, ^ which 

ichlii*: knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, ^giving them the 

mRom.x.ii. Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; ^“'and put no 
difference between us and them, "purifying their hearts 
2^ ipet.i. i faith, Now therefore why tempt ye God, ® to put 
a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our 
pRom 24, fathors nor we were able to bear? p ^ we believe 
that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall 
be saved, even as ^ they, Then all the multitude kept 
silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring 
qch.xiv.27. what ^miracles and wonders God had wrought among 


the Gentiles by them, 
Tch,iii.i7. peace, James answered 

^ read, you. 
k render, Howbeit. 

render. Signs, as in ch. v. 12, vii 

^ omit : see 'on ch. i. 16. 

ntrongesi light, to shew that the question 
had in fact been settled by divine inter- 
ference long since. 8, 9.] The allusion 
is throughout to spiritual circumcision, as 
the purification of the heart. God, who 
saw deeper than the mere fleshly distinction 
between Jew and Gentile, who knows that 
the hearts of all are unclean, and that 
the same all-sufficient sacrifice can cleanse 
them all, if applied by faith (compare the 
remarkable parallel, 1 Pet. i. 18 — 22 inch), 
put no difference between us and them, 
but has been pleased to render them spi- 
ritually clean. purifying their hearts, 
not simply ‘ hy faith* but by their faith, 
or by the faith in Christ. 10.] tempt 
God, hy putting obstacles in the way of 
His evidently determined course. a 

yoke] See Gal. v. 1. Peter could not be 
so much referring to the mere outward 
observance of ceremonies, which he himself 
and the Jewish converts thought it ex- 
pedient to retain, — but to the imposition 
of the law, as a condition of salvation, on 
the consciences of the disciples. This being 
so, the words, “ which neither our fathers 
nor we were able to hear,” will refer, not 
to the hurdensomeness of ceremonies, but 
to the far more grievous burden of legal 
death, of which Paul cries out so bitterly 
in Rom. vii. 24,— and says, Gal. v. 3, “ I 
testify to every man that is circumcised, that 
he is a debtor to do the whole law,” 

11.] Seeing that we all in common believe 
that the grace of Christ is the sufficient. 


And after they had held their 
saying, \f^Men an(f\ brethren, 

i render, their faith. 

^ render, also they. 

36, xiv. 3; Rom. xv. 19. 

and only cause of our salvation, it can 
neither be reasonable nor according to God's 
will, to fetter that grace with superfluous 
and vexatious conditions. See nearly the 
same argument retorted on Peter himself, 
Gal. ii. 14 ff. even as also they] they 
are the Gentile Christians, not our fathers : 
— their ground of trust is the same as ours : 
ours, no more than theirs. 12.] The 

multitude (see above) then, — and not be- 
fore, on account of their mutual disputes, 
— being tranquillized by Peter's speech, 
quietly received from Paul and Barnabas 
an account of the seals of signs and wonders 
by which God had stamped the approval of 
their ministry among the Gentiles. The 
miracles at Paphos and Lystra would be 
among the principal of these. 13.1 
after they had held their peace, viz. Paul 
and Barnabas. Roth had spoken ; doubt- 
less wonders, unrecorded, had been wrought 
by the hand of Barnabas, wliich he had 
recounted. James] See note, ch. xii. 
17, and the Introduction to the Epistle 
of James. I assume here, that this is 
James the Just, the brother of the Lord, 
the author of the Epistle : and though 
an Apostle (Gal. i. 19; soe also note 
on ch. xiv. 14), not one of the Twelve. 
If we may presume to judge from the 
character of his Epistle, to say nothing of 
the particulars which tradition has handed 
down concerning him, his decision would 
come with remarkable weight on this occa- 
sion. For he is, among all the sacred 
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hearken unto me : ® Symeon hath declared how God at «ver.7. 

the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a 
people for his name. And to this agree the words of 
the prophets ; as it is written, ‘After this I will return, tAMosh.ii, 
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down ; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up : that the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
is called, saith the Lord, ® \clio doeth all the8e things. 

Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of 
the world, Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble u see ver. 28 . 

® for the whole of this, read, who maketh these things known. 


writers of the New Test., the representative 
of the strictest adherence to and loftiest 
appreciation of the pvre standard of legal 
morality. All that the law was, from its 
intrinsic holiness, justice, and goodness 
(Rom. vii. 12), capable of being to Chris- 
tians, he would be sure to attribute to it. 
And therefore when his judgment, as well 
as that of Peter, is given in favour of the 
freedom of the Gentiles, the disputers, even 
of the Pharisaic party, are silenced. There 
docs not seem to be in the following speech 
any decision ex cathedra, either in the 
words, “ hearken unto me,^' or in ** my sen- 
tence is (ver. 19) : the decision lay in the 
weightiness, partly no doubt of the person 
speaking, but principally of the matter 
spoken by him. 14. Symeon] .lames 
characteristically uses this Jewish form of 
the name : so also Peter liimself, 2 Pet. i. 
1 (original ; and margin, A. V.). The 
name occurs Gen. xxix. 33, LXX; Luke 
ii. 25 ; hi. 30 ; ch. xiii. 1 ; Rev. vii. 7 : the 
name Simon, elsewhere used in the N. T. 
for Peter, is found (Shimon) in 1 Chron. 
iv. 20. for his name] for the service, 
or the making known, of His Name, 
a people, answering to the people, so well 
known as His by covenant before. 

16 — 18.] The citation from Amos is made 
freely from the LXX ; differing widely in 
the latter part from our present Hebrew 
text, which see in the A. V. at the place. 
Of this wo may at least be sure, that James, 
even if (as I believe) he spoke in Greek, 
and quoted as here given, would not him- 
self (nor would the Pharisees present have 
allowed it) have quoted any rendering, 
especially where the stress of his argument 
lay in it, at variance with the original 
Hebrew. — The prophecy regards that glo- 
rious restitution of the kingdom to (the Son 
of) David, which should be begun by the 
incarnation of the Lord, and perfected by 


His reign over all nations. During the 
process of this restitution those nations, as 
the effect of the rebuilding, should seek the 
Lord, — to whomsoever tlie gospel should 
be preached. There is here neither asser- 
tion nor negation of the national restoration 
of the Jews. Be this as it may (and I 
firmly believe in the literal accomplishment 
of all the prophecies respecting them as a 
nation), it is obvious, on any deep view of 
prophetic interpretation, that the glorious 
things which shall have a fulfilment in the 
literal Israel, must have tJt^eir complete and 
more worthy fulfilment in the spiritual 
theocracy, of which the Son of David is 
the Head. 17. upon whom my name 
is called] Notice the same expression in 
the Epistle of James, ch. ii. 7. 18.] 

The variation of reading here is remark- 
able. The text which I have give§ is in 
all probability the original, and the words 
inserted in the common text have been 
intended as a help out of the difficulty. 
Not only are they wanting in several ancient 
MSS., but they bear the sure mark of spu- 
riousness, — manifold variations in the MSS. 
where they do occur. The sense, and ac- 
count of the text seem to be this; the 
Apostle paraphrases the words who maketh 
[all] these things of the LXX, adding 
^own from the beginning of the world, 
and intending to express * saith the Lord, 
who from the beginning revealed these 
things,' viz. by the prophet just cited. 
The addition has been made to fill up the 
apparently elliptical “ known from the be- 
ginning of the worldf which not being 
found in the passage of Amos, was regarded 
as a sentence by itself. These last words 
may perhaps be an allusion to the m 3 ' 8 tery 
of the admission of the Gentiles into the 
church, which was now being revealed 
practically, and had been from of old 
announced by the prophets : compare Hom^ 
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xiThwA.9. not them, which from among the Gentiles *are V turned to 
^ God : 20 tut that we write unto them, ^ that they abstain 
?iH. 1 .^ Rev. from pollutions of idols, and ® from fornication, and from 
7 /?®cS‘viV things strangled, ® and from blood. 2i Yot Moses ^ old 
p; Kph.'i. time hath in every city them that preach him, ^ being 
1 TheBS. iy. read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 22 Then 
aoen.ir 4 . plcascd it thc apostlos and elders, with the whole church, 
iS! xiiVia, to ® * send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with 
*7- Paid and Barnabas ; namely, ® Judas surnamed Barsabas, 
and Silas, chief men among the brethren : 23 and they 
wrote letters by them [} after this manner~\ ; The apostles 

P render^ turning. ^ render, from of. 


r literally, ancient generations. 

* render, choose out men of their 
^ omit^ 

xvi. 25, 26; Eph. iii. 5, 6, &c. 19.] not, 

ti8 A. V. ‘ are turned* but are taming : — 
the converts daily gathered into the church. 

20.] The pollntionB of idols are the 
things polluted by being offered to idols, about 
which there was much doubt and conten- 
tion in the early church : — see Exod. xxxiv. 
15, and 1 Cor. viii. and x. 19. for- 
nication] It may seem strange that a 
positive sin should be made the subject 
of these enactments which mostly regard 
things in themselves indifferent, but ren- 
dered otherwise by expediency and charity 
to others. In consequence we have the 
following attempts to evade the simple 
rende^ng of the word : (I) Some explain 
it of spiritual fornication in eating things 
offered to idols ; (2) others, of the com- 
mittal of actual fornication at the rites in 
idol temples, &c. See ffirther in my Greek 
Test. But the solution will best be found 
in the fact, that fornication was univer- 
sally in the Gentile world regarded on the 
same footing with the other things men- 
tioned, as indijferent, and is classed here 
ks Gentiles would be accustomed to hear 
of it, among those things which they 
allowed themselves, but which the Jews 
regarded as forbidden. The moral abomi- 
nation of the practice is not here in ques- 
tion, but is abundantly set forth by our 
Lord and his Apostles in other places. 
tMngs BtrangM] as containing the blood, 
— Levit. xvii. 13, 14. blood] in 
any shape : see Gen. ix. 4 ; Ijevit. xvii. 13, 
14; Dent. xii. 23, 24. Some of the fathers, 
and others, interpret the word of homicide, 
which is refuted by the context. 21 .] 
Living as the Gtentile converts would be 
in the pr^enoe of Jewish Christians, who 


own company, and send them. 


heard these Mosaic prohibitions read, as 
they had been from generations past, in 
their synagogues, it would be well for them 
to avoid all such conduct and habits as 
would give unnecessary offence. On the 
reading of the law, &c., in the synagogues, 
see ch. xiii. 15, note. 22. Barsabas] 
In most of our old authorities, Barsabbas. 
Of this Judas nothing further is known 
than that (ver. 32) he was a ‘ prophet ’ 
(see ch. xiii. 1). Wolf and Grotius hold 
him to have been the brother of Joseph 
Barsabas, ch. i. 23. Silas] otherwise 

Silvanus : the former name is found in the 
Acts, the latter in the Epp. of Paul. He 
also was a ‘ prophet ' (ver. 32). He ac- 
companied Paul on his second missionary 
journey through Asia Minor and Macedonia 
(ver. — ch. xvii. 10), — remained behind 
in Beroea (xvii. 14), and joined Paul again 
in Corinth (xviii. 5; 1 Thess. i. 1; 2 Thess. 
i. 1), where he preached with Paul and 
Timotheus (2 Cor. i. 19). Whether the 
Silvanus (1 Pet. v. 12), by whom the first 
Epistle of Peter was carri^ to the churches 
of Asia Minor, was the same person, is al- 
together uncertain. Tradition distinguishes 
Silas from Silvanus, making the former 
bishop of Corinth, the latter of Thessa- 
lonica. On the hypothesis which identifies 
Silas with Luke, and makes him tlie author 
of the Acts, see Introduction to Acts, § 1. 
11, b, c. I may repeat here, that in my 
mind the description of Silas here as one 
of the chief men among the brethren f of 
itself, especially when contrasted with the 
preface to Luke’s gospel, would suffice to 
refute the notion. It has been also sup- 
posed that Silas (because it may signify 
third in Hebrew) is the same name adth Ter- 
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and ® elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren 
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia: forasmuch as we have heard, that ** certain a yw.i. oai. 

wnicn went out from us have troubled you with words, Tit.i.io,ii. 
subverting your souls, my ing. Ye must he circumcisedy 
and keep the law ;] to whom we gave no \y sticli] com- 
niandment : ^6 it seemed good unto us, being assembled 
with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul, ®men that have * hazarded eeh.xiii.80: 
their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. ^7 We 2Cor*ii!*23, 
have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you 
the same things by mouth. 28 Yot it seemed good to the 
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 


^ ready with all our most ancient 
^ omit. 

tins, who wrote the Ep.to the Romans, Rom. 
xvi. 22 : but without reason. 23.] In 
this, the first official mention of elders, it 
is very natural that the import of the term 
should be thus given by attaching bre- 
thren to it. send greeting] The word 
used is the Greek form of salutation : and 
the only other place where it occurs in an 
apostolic document (we have it in the letter 
of the chief captain Lj^sias, ch. xxiii. 26) 
is in James i. 1, which has been remarked 
as a coincidence serving to shew his hand 
in the drawing up of this Epistle. 

Cilicia] This mention of churches in 
Ciliciay coupled with the fact of Paul’s stay 
at Tarsus (ch. ix. 30— xi. 25: see also Gal. 
i. 21), makes it probable that Paul preached 
the gospel there, and to Oentiles, in ac- 
cordance with the vision which he had 
in the temple (ch. xxii. 21). 24. 

subverting] The word implies turning up 
the foundations. The words saying ye 
must he circumcised and keep the lawf 
inserted in the common text, are manifestly y 
in my view, an interpolation, from the 
desire to specify in what particulars these 
persons had sought to unsettle the souls 
of the Gentile brethren. The persons to 
whom the epistle was addressed would 
very well know what it was that had 
disturbed their minds, and the omission 
of formal mention of it would be natural, 
to avoid prominent cause of offence to the 
Jewish converts by an apparent depre- 
ciation of circumcision and the observance 
of the law. 25. Barnabas and Paul] 
Paul has generally been mentioned first, 
since ch. xiii. 43. (The exception, ch. xiv. 
14, appears to arise from the pwple calling 
Barnabas Jupiter, and thus giving him the 


MSS.^ elder brethren. 

^ literallyy delivered up. 

precedence in ver. 12, after which the next 
mention of them follows the same order.) 
But here, as at ver. 12, we have naturally 
the old order of precedence in the Jeru- 
salem congregation preserved. 26. 

men that have delivered up their lives] 
The sacrifice of their lives was made hy 
them : they were martyrs in wilf though 
their lives had not as yet been kiid down 
in point of fact. — This is mentioned to 
shew that Paul and Barnabas could have 
no other motive than that of serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to awaken trust 
in tlie minds of the churches. But, al- 
though this was so, the Apostles and Elders 
did not think pro})er to send only Paul 
and Barnabas, who were already so deeply 
committed by their acts to the same 
side of the question as the letter which 
they bore, — but as direct authorities 
from themselves, Judas and Silas also, 
who might by word confirm the con- 
tents of the Epistle. 27.] the eame 
things as above, the contents of the Epistle 
(and any explanation required) : not, as 
Neander, ‘ the same things as Paul and 
Barnabas have preached:* by month, as 
opposed to ‘ by letter* decides against this 
interpretation. 28. it seemed good 

to the Holy Ghost, and to ns] Not to the 
Holy Ghost in us, — but as, in ch. v. 32, 
the Holy Spirit, given to the Apostles and 
testifying by His divine power, is coupled 
with their own human testimony, — so here 
the decision of the Holy Spirit, given 
them as leaders of the church, is laid down 
as the primary and decisive determination 
on the matter, — and their own formal 
ecclesiastical decision follows, as giving 
utterance and scope to His will and com* 
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f ve^.w. o\u^ burden than [y these] necessary things ; 29 f that ye abstain 
from meats offered to idols, and «from blood, and from 
things strangled, and from fornication : from which if ye 
keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. So 
when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch : and 
when they had gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle : which when they had read, they 
rejoiced for the consolation. ^2 Judas and Silas, 
hch.»i^22; being prophets also themselves, ^exhorted the brethren 
with many words, and confirmed them. And after they 
^^iSb xrjii”’ tarried there a space, they were let * go in peace from 
the brethren unto * the apostles, 34 Notwithstanding it 
kch.xiii.1. pleased Silas to abide there stilL~\ 36 kpaul also and Barna- 
bas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the 
word of the Lord, with many others also. 

33 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us 
ich.xui.4,u, go again and visit our brethren 4n every city where we 
1,6,24,25. ^ave preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 
37 And Barnabas ^determined to take with them "'John, 
1, whose surname was Mark. 3s Paul thought not good 
: to take him with them, " who departed from them from 

y omitted hy some of our older MSS, 

® ready with all our most ancient MSS,y them that had sent them forth. 

^ omity with the great majority of our most ancient authorities, 

^ rendeTy was minded. 

mand. The other interpretation weakens to subserve. See Gal. 1. c. and note, 
this accuracy of expression, and destroys 35.] teaching, to those who had received 
the propriety of the sentence. 32.] it, — preaching to those who had not. 

The statement, that tliey were prophets 36— Ch. XVIII. 22.1 Paul’s second 
also themselves, gives the reason for their missionary journey (unaccompanied by 
superadding to the appointed business of Barnabas, on account of a difference be- 
their mission the work of exhorting and tween them) througui Asia Minor to 
edifying. — On the prophets see ch. xi. 27 ; Macedonia and Greece, and thence by 
xiii. 1 ; Eph. ii. 20, and notes. 34. sea, touching at Ephesus, to Jerusa- 

omitted] On every account it is probable lem and back to Antioch. 36. some 
that the words forming this verse in the days after] How long, we are not informed : 
common text are an interpolation, to ac- but perhaps (?) during this time took place 
count for Silas being found again at Antioch that visit of Peter to Antioch mentioned 
in ver. 40. On this his subsequent pre- Gal. ii. 11 ff., when he sacrificed his Chris- 
sence at Antioch, see note, ver. 40. — We tian consistency and better persuasions to 
learn from Gal. ii. 10, that a condition was please some Judaizers, and even Barnabas 
attached to the cordiality with which the was led away with the dissimulation. On 
Gentile mission of Paul and Barnabas was this occasion Paul boldly rebuked him. 
recognized by the chief Apostles ; — that See, on the whole occurrence, notes to Gal. 
they should remember the poory i. e. the as above. 38.] The form of this verse, 

poor at Jerusalem : — that the wants of the as literally render^ from the Greek, is : 
mother church should not be forgotten by But Paul thought proper, (as to) one who 
those converts, whose Judaical bond to had fhllen off from them from Pam- 
her was thus cast loose. This was an phylia, and had not gone with them to 
object which Paid was ever most anxious the work, not to take with them that 
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Pamphylia, and went not with, them to the work, And 
the contention was so sharp between them, that they 
departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas 
took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus ; ^ and Paul chose 
Silas, and departed, ” being recommended by the brethren 0 ch.xiv. 2 fl. 
unto the grace of ® God, And he went through Syria 
and Cilicia, p confirming the churches. p ^h. xvi. 5 . 

XVI. 1 Then came he to ^Derbe and Lystra : and, ach.xiv.e. 
behold, a certain disciple was there, ^ named Timothcus, ^ 

®the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and iMVn!’ii.''io.^‘ 
believed ; but his father was a Greek : 2 which ^ was well 2 , 1 Tim!'i. 
reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra anddTim.i.s. 
Iconium. 3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him ; 
and ® took and circumcised him because of the Jews which 

(iai.ll. 8. BOO 

were in those quarters : for they knew all that his father 

® read, the Lord. 

man. Wc may well believe that St. Paul’s through the ‘ Cilician gates/ a rent or 
own mouth gave originally the character fissure in the mountain-chain of Taurus, 
to the sentence. who departed from extending from north to south through a 

them] See ch. xiii. 13. It henee is evident distance of eighty miles. See various 
that his departure was not by the authority interesting particulars in Conybeare and 
of the Apostles. 39.] Paul sought Howson, i. p. 301 ff. and notes. was 

justice, Barnabas courtesy,” Chrysostom : there] At Lystra : which, and not Derbe, 
who also remarks on their separate jour- was in all probability the birth-place of 
neys, — “It seems to me that their parting Timothcus, see on ch. xx. 4. This view is 
was by agreement, and that they said to confirmed by ver. 2. — He had probably 
one another, * Since you will it, and I do been converted by Paul during his former 
not, that we be not at strife, let us divide visit, as he calls him his son in the Lord, 
our courses.* So that they did this out of 1 Cor. iv. 17 ; 1 Tim. i. 2 ; 2 Tim. i. 2 ; 
a yielding spirit to one another.” Yet it jierhaps at Antioch in Pisidia, see 2 Tim. 
seems as if there were a considerable iii. 10, 11. His mother was Eunice, his 
difference in the character of their setting grandmother, Lois, — both women of well- 
out, Barnabas appears to have gone with known piety, 2 Tim. i. 5. Whether his 
his nephew without any special sympathy father was a proselyte of the gate or not, 
or approval; whereas Paul was commended is uncertain: he certainly was undrentm^ 
to the grace of God by the assembled cised. He would be, besides his personal 
church. — We find Mark afterwards re- aptness for the work, singularly fitted to 
ceived into favour by Paul, see Col. iv. 10; be the coadjutor to Paul, by his miiced ex'- 
2 Tim. iv. 11 ; and in the former of those traction forming a link between Jews and 
places it would seem as if he was dependent Greeks. 2.] Some of these testimo- 

for his reception on Paul’s special com- nies were probably intimations of the 
mendation. 40. Silas] He may per- Spirit respecting his fitness for the work : 

haps have come down again to Antioch for Paul speaks, 1 Tim. i. 18, of “ tihe pro^ 
(see ver. 33) in Leter^s company. We phecies which went before on thee** {bqq ch, 
find *(8ee above on ver. 22) a Silvanus xiii. 1, 3). He was set apart for the work 
(which is the same name) in 1 Pet. v. 12, by the laying on of the hands of Paul and 
the bearer of that epistle to the congre- of the presbytery, 1 Tim. iv. 14 ; 2 Tim. i, 
gations of Asia Minor. 41. Syria and 6, after he had made a good confession 
Cilicia] See note, ver. 23. Here we finally before many witnesses, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 
lose sight of Barnabas in the sacred record, 3. took and circumcised him] Every 
Chap. XVI. 1.] We have Derbe first, Israelite might perform the rite, 
as lying nearest to the pass from Cilicia beoauBe of the Jews] That he might not 
into Lycaonia and Cappadocia. Paul at once, wherever he preached, throw a 
probably travelled by the ordinary road stumbling-block before the Jews, by having 
VoL. I. 3D 
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was a Greek. ^ And as they went through the cities, 
fch.xv.28.20. they delivered them the decrees ^for to keep, that were 
ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jeru- 
salem. 

gch.xv.4i. & d jifid ^so were the churches established in the faith, 
and increased in number daily. ® ® Now when they had 
gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, ^ and 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia ; 7 g after they were come to Mysia, they assayed to 

d render, So then the churches were. ® read. And they went, 

t render, being hindered by. fir read, and when. 


with him one by birth a Jew, but un- 
circumcised. There was here no concession 
in doctrine at all, and no reference what- 
ever to the duty of Timotheus himself in 
the matter. In the case of Titus, a GreeTc, 
he dealt otherwise, no such reason existing: 
Gal. ii. 3. 4. through the cities] 

Iconium, and perhaps Antioch in Pisidia. 
He might at Iconium see the elders of the 
church of Antioch, as he did afterwards 
those of Ephesus at Miletus. If he went 
to Antioch, he might regain his route into 
Phrygia and Galatia by crossing the hills 
east of that city. 6.] This general 

notice, like those at ch. ix. 31, xii, 24, 
marks the opening of a new section. 

6 — 9.^ This very cursory notice of a journey 
in which we have reason to think so much 
happened, — the founding of the Galatian 
and Phrygian churches (see ch. xviii. 23, 
where we find him, on his second visit, 
confirming all the disciples*^), the sickness 
of the Apostle, alluded to Gal. iv. 13 ; the 
working of miracles and impai*ting of the 
Spirit mentioned Gal. iii. B ; the warmth 
and kindness of feeling shewn to Paul in 
his weakness. Gal. iv. 14 — 16, — seems to 
shew that the narrator was not with him 
during Jbhis part of the route ; an inference 
which is remarkably confirmed by the 
sudden resumption of circumstantial detail 
with the use of the first person, at ver. 10. 

6. Phrygia] There were two tracts 
of country called by this name : one near 
the Hellespont, the other called Phrygia 
major. It is with the latter that we are 
here concerned, which was the great cen- 
tral space of Asia Minor, yet retaining the 
name of its earliest inhabitants, and on 
account of its being politically subdivided 
among the contiguous provinces, impossible 
to define accurately. — The Apostle's route 
must remain very uncertain. It is pro- 
bable that he may have followed the great 
road (according to his usual practice and 
the natrtirhl course of a missionary journey) 


from Iconium to Philomelium and perhaps 
as far as Synnada, and thence struck off to 
the N. E. towards Pessinus in Galatia. 
That he visited Colossa), in the extreme 
S.W. of Phrygia, on this journey, as sup- 
posed by some, is very improbable, 
the region of Galatia] The midland district, 
known as Galatia, or Gallo -grsDcia, was in- 
habited by the descendants of those Gauls 
who invaded Greece and Asia in the third 
century b.C., and after various incursions 
and wars, settled and became mixed with the 
Greeks in the centre of Asia Minor. They 
were known as a brave and freedom-loving 
people, fond of war, and either on their 
own or others' account, almost always in 
arms, and generally as cavalry. Jerome 
says that their speech was like that of 
the Germans in the neighbourhood of 
Treves : and perhaps the speech of Ly- 
oaonia ch. xiv. 11, spoken of the neigh- 
bouring district, may refer to this pecu- 
liar dialect. But Greek was extensively 
spoken. They were conquered by the 
consul Cn. Manlius Vulso, 189 B.C., but 
retained their own governors, called as 
before tetrarchs, and afterwards kings (for 
one of whom, Deiotarus, a proteg6 of 
Pompey's, Cicero pleaded before Cmsar); 
their last king, Amyntas, passed over from 
Antony to Augustus in the battle of 
Actium. Galatia, after his murder, a.d, 
26, became a Roman province. The prin- 
cipal cities were Ancyra, — which was made 
the metropolis of the province by Augustus, 
— Tavium, and Pessinus : in all, or some 
of which, the Apostle certainly preached. 
He was detained here on account of sick- 
ness (Gal. iv. 13). See further in Intro- 
duction to the Epistle to the Galatians, 
§ 2. being hindered] By some special 
intimation, like that in ch. xiii. 2. 

AsiaJ This name, applied at first to the 
district near the river Cayster in Lydia, 
came to have a meaning more and more 
widely extended, till at last it embraced, 
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go into Bithynia ; ^ hut the Spirit suffered them not. 

® And they passing by Mysia **came down to Troas. ^ 2 
® And a vision appeared to Paul in the night ; There stood 
a ^man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over ich.x.30. 
into Macedonia, and help us. And after he had seen 
the vision, immediately wo endeavoured to go ^ into Mace- k 2 cor. ii. is. 
donia, assuredly gathering that i the Lord had called us for 

^ ready with all our oldest authorities, and the Spirit of JoSUS. 

^ read, with most of our oldest M88,, God. 


as at present, the whole vast continent, 
forming one of the quarters of the globe. 
But we never find this meaning in Scrip- 
ture. The Asia of the Acts is not even 
our Asia Minor, — which name is not used 
till the fourth century a.d. — but only a 
portion of the western coast of that great 
peninsula. (A full account of the history 
of the territory and its changes of extent 
will be found in Conyhcare and Howson, 
i. pp. 275 ff. I confine myself to its im- 
port in the Acts.) This, which was the 
Roman province of Asia, — Asia Proper, — 
as spoken of in the Acts, includes only 
Mysia, Lydia, and Caria, — excluding Phry- 
gia (ch. ii. 9 and here : 1 Pet. i. 1 it must 
be included)y — Galatia, Bithynia, Cilicia, 
Pamphylia, Lycia. See ch. xix. 26, &c. 

7. come to (i. e. to the borders of) 
Mysia. Bithyma] At this time a Ho- 
man province (senatorial : Hadrian, whose 
favourite province it was, took it from the 
senate). Tlie expression the Spirit of 
Jesus is remarkable, as occurring in all the 
great MSS., and from its peculiarity bearing 
almost unquestionable trace of genuine- 
ness. If the report of this journey came 
from an unusual source, an unusual ex- 
pression would be accountable. 8 ] 
pasBing by Mysia, i. e. as regarded their 
work of preaching (cf. ch. xx. 16), — and 
not ^ having passed by ' as avoiding it ; for 
they could not get to the coast without 
entering Mysia. Troas (Alexandria 

Troas, in honour of Alexander the Great : 
now Eski StambouB was a colony enjoying 
the Italian right (see on ver. 12), and a 
free city, and was not reckoned as belong- 
ing to either of the provinces, Asia or 
Bithynia. Whether it was for this reason 
that Paul and his companions visited it, is 
uncertain. He may have had the design 
of crossing to Europe, if permitted, which 
the subsequent vision confirmed. See ch. 
XX. 5 ; 2 Cor. ii. 12 ; 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

9.] The vision seems to have appeared in 
the same way as that sent to Peter in ch. 
at. It was an unreal apparition, designed 


to convey a practical meaning. Tlie con- 
text precludes our understanding it as a 
dream. a man of Maoedonia] known 
probably by the afiecting words spoken by 
him. There would hardly be any pecu- 
liarity of dress by which a Macedonian 
could be recognized. 10. we en- 

deavoured to go into Macedonia] by im- 
mediate enquiry for a ship. This word is 
remarkable as the introduction of the first 
person in the narrative : which however 
is dropped at ch. xvii. 40, on Paulas leaving 
Philippi, and resumed again, ch. xx. 5, on 
occasion of sailing from Philippi. Thence 
it continues (in all places where we have 
reason to expect it ; see below) to the end 
of the book. On tlie question, what is 
implied by this, we may remark, (1) That 
while we safely conclude from it that the 
writer was in company with Paul when he 
thus speaks, we cannot with like safety 
infer that he was not, where the third 
person is used. This latter must be deter- 
mined by other features of the history. 
For it is conceivable that a narrative, even 
where it concerns all present, might be, in 
its earlier parts, written as of others in the 
third person, but might, when more inti- 
macy had been established, or even by 
preference only, be at any point changed 
to the first. And again, the episodes where 
the chief person, alone, or with his principal 
companion or companions, is concerned, 
would be many, in wliich the narrator would 
use the third person, not because he was 
not present, but because he was not con- 
cerned, This has not been enough attended 
to. If it be thought fancifiil, I may refer 
to an undoubted instance in the episode, 
ch. xxi. 17, “ when we were come to Jeru- 
salem f to ch. xxvii. 1, ** when it wets deter- 
mined that we should sail . . . during 
the whole of which time the writer was 
with or in the neighbourhood of Paul, and 
drops the we merely because he is speaking 
of Paul alone. (2) One objection raised 
by De Wette to the common view, that 
Jjuke accompanied Paul from this tnn& 
31) 2 
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to preach the gospel unto them. Therefore loosing from 
Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and 
1 Phil. 1.1. the next day to Neapolis ; and from thence to ^ Philippi, 
which is ^ the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a 
colony : and we were in ^ that city abiding certain days. 

^ render, the first Macedonian city of the district. 


^ render, this. 

(except as above), is, that several times 
St. Paul’s companions are mentioned, but 
Luke is never among them. On examin- 
ing however one of the passages where 
this is done, we find that after the enu- 
meration of Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, 
Gaius, Timotheus, Tychicus, and Trophi- 
mus, we are told, These going before tarried 
for us at Troas : so that the writer evi- 
dently regards himself as being closely as- 
sociated with St. Paul, and does not think 
it requisite to enumerate himself among 
the companions of the Apostle. This may 
serve as a key to his practice on other 
occasions. On the whole, and after careful 
consideration of the subject, 1 see no reason 
to doubt the common view, that Luke here 
joined the Apostle (whether as a physician, 
on account of his broken health, must of 
course be matter of conjecture, but is not 
improbable), and from this time (except 
from ch. xvii. 1 — xx. 5), accompanies him 
to the end of the history. See the ques- 
tion of the authorship of the Acts further 
discussed in the Introduction, § 1. 12 — 14. 

11.] They had a fair wind on this 
occasion : in ch. xx. 6, the voyage in the 
opposite direction took five days. This is 
also implied by we came with a straight 
course, viz. ran before the wind. The 
coincidence of their going to Samothrace 
also shews it ; determining the wind to 
have been from the S. or SS.E. It is only 
a strong southerly breeze which will over- 
come the current southwards which runs 
from the Dardanelles by Tenedos (Cony- 
beare and Howson, i. p. 336) ; and this, 
combined with the short passage, is another 
mark of the veracity of our narrative. 
They seem to have anchored N. of the 
lofty island of Samothrace, under its lee. 

to Neapolis] In an E. by N. direc- 
tion, past the island of Thasos. It was 
not properly in Macedonia, but in Thrace, 
and twelve Roman miles from Philippi, 
which was the frontier town of Macedonia 
strictly speaking; see below. It was by 
Vespasian, together with the whole of 
Thrace, attached to the province of Mace- 
donia. Some Roman mins and inscrip- 
tions serve to point out the Turkish village 
Cavallo as its site* 12. Philippi] 


Philippi was built as a military position 
on the site of the village Krenides, by 
Philip the Great of Macedon. The plain 
between the Gangltes, on which the town is 
situate, and the Strymon, was the field of 
the celebrated battle of Antony and Octa- 
vius against Brutus and Cassius : see more 
below. There is now an insignificant 
place on its site retaining the name Filiba 
(or Philipi)igi ?). the first Mace- 

donian city of the district] It was the 
first Macedonian city to which Paul and 
his companions came in that district, — 
Neapolis properly belonging to Thrace. 
And this epithet of first would belong 
to it not only as regarded the journey of 
Paul and Silas, but as \ym^ furthest east- 
ward, for which reason also the district was 
called Macedonia prima, though furthest 
from Rome. The other explanations are, 
(1) ‘ chief city* as A. V. l^ut this it was 
not: Tbessalonica being the chief city of 
the whole province, and Amphipolis of the 
division (if it then subsisted) of Macedonia 
prima : — (2) first is taken as a title of 
honour, as we find in the coins of Pergamus 
and Smyrna (but not in the case of any 
city out of Asia Minor) : (3) Hhe first city 
which was a colony.^ But there could be 
no reason for stating this : whereas there 
would be every reason to particularize the 
fact that they tarried and preached in 
the very first city to which they came, 
in Macedonia, the territory to which they 
were sent. a colony] Philippi was 
made a colonia by Augustus, as a memorial 
of his victory over Brutus and Cassius, and 
as a frontier garrison against Thrace. Its 
full name on the coins of the city was 
Colonia Augusta Julia Philippensis. A 
Roman colony was in fact a portion of 
Rome itself transplanted to the provinces 
(Aulus Gellius calls the colonies “little 
effigies and images of the Roman people”). 
The colonists consisted of veteran soldiers 
and freedmen, who went forth, and deter- 
mined and marked out their situation, 
with all religious and military ceremonies. 
The inhabitants of the colonies were 
Soman citizens, and were still enrolled in 
one or other of the tribes, and possessed 
the privilege of voting at Rome. In them 
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And on the sabbath we went out of the ^city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made ; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither. And 
a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, » heard its : whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things m^uke xxiv, 
which were spoken of Paul. And when she was bap- 
tized, and her household, she besought us, saying. If ye 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my 

read, with all our oldest authorities, gate. 

^ render, was listening. 


the Roman law was strictly observed, and 
the Latin language was used on their coins 
and inscriptions. They were governed by 
their own senate and magistrates {Duum- 
viri, two in number, as the consuls at Rome: 
see below, ver. 20), and not by the governor 
of the province. The laud on which 
they stood was tributary, as being pro- 
vincial, unless liberated from tribute by the 
special favour of the Italian right, or 
ownership of the soil. This Philippi pos- 
sessed, in common with many other co- 
lonise and favoured provincial towns. The 
population of such places came in process 
of time to be of a mixed character : but 
only the descendants of the original co- 
lonists by Roman wives, or women of a 
people possessing the citizenship, were 
Roman citizens. Hence new supplies of 
colonists were often necessary, 
in that city, — as distinguished from the 
suburban place of prayer, to which they 
afterwards, on the Sabbath, went out of 
the gate. 13.] a (or, the) river 

side : viz. the small stream Ganglt^s, or 
Ganges: not, as Meyer and De W’^ette, 
the Strymon, the nearest point of which 
was many miles distant. The name Kre- 
nldes, formerly borne by the city, was 
derived from the fountains of this stream. 
— From many sources we learn, that it 
was the practice of the Jews to hold their 
assemblies for prayer near water, whether 
of the sea, or of rivers ; probably on ac- 
count of the frequent washings customary 
among them. See the citations in ray 
Greek Test. where prayer was wont 
to be made] literally, where a meeting 
for prayer was accustomed to be. It is 
possible to understand the substantive 
here rendered prayer, of a building devoted 
to the purposes of prayer. But that will 
not suit the verb, was wont to be. It 
may be understood a meeting for prayer : 
and this will agree with the circumstances. 


There seem to have been few, if any, Jews 
in Philippi : this open air assembly con- 
sisting merely of women attached to the 
Jewish faith. We hear of no opposition 
arising from Jews. There appears (xvii. 1) 
to have been no synagogue. 14, a 

seller of purple] The guild of dyers at 
Thyatira have left inscriptions, still ex»> 
isting, shewing the accuracy of our nar- 
rative. The celebrity of the purple dyeing 
of the neighbourhood is as old as Homer, 
Thyatira was a city of the province of 
Asia. Thus, although forbidden to preach 
the word in Asia, their first convert at 
Philippi is an Asiatic. which wor- 
shipped God] A proselyte; see cb. xviii. 
7, 13. She was listening, — when, 

in opening her heart, the act of God took 
place, '‘The heart of man is of itself 
shut,” says Bengel, “ but it is God^s 
work to open it.” It appears rather 

to have been a conversation (notice 
above, we spoke — not “we spoke the 
word**) than a set discourse : the things 
which Paul was saying. 15. she 

was baptized, and her household] It 
may he that no inference for infant-bap- 
tism is hence deducible. The practice, 
however, does not rest on inference) but on 
the continuity and identity of the covenant 
of grace to Jew and Christian, the sign 
only of admission being altered. The 
Apostles, as Jews, would have proposed to 
administer baptism to the children, and 
Jewish or proselyte converts would, as 
matter of course, have acceded to the 
proposal; and that the practice thus by 
universal consent, tacitly (because at first un- 
questioned) pervaded the universal church, 
can hardly with any reason be doubted. 
The preposterous views of the modem 
Baptists would have been received with 
Astonishment and reprobation in the apos- 
tolic Church. See note on 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
If ye have judged me: modestly 
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noon.iii.ji house, Eud abide there. And " she constrained us. And 
it came to pass, as we went to ^ prayer^ a certain damsel 
f: 0 possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought 

o ISaTn.xxviii, i i» iryi 

pch.xix.24. masters ^much gam by soothsaying : the same lol- 
lowed Paul and us, and cried, sajdng, These men are the 
servants of the most high God, which P sJietv unto us the 
way of salvation, And this did she many days. But 
qsMMarki. Paul, ^ being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I com- 
mand thee in the name of J esus Christ to come out of her. 
rMarkrd.17. ^And he came out the same hour. And ®when her 

B ch. xlx. 26, 2<J. 

t2Cor.vi.8. masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, Uhey 
u Matt. X. 18. caught Paul and Silas, and ^ drew them into the market- 
xtKin xviii rulers, and brought them to the magis- 

u. cS!xvii. trates, saying, These men, being Jews, ^do exceedingly 

® render^ the place of prayer. P render, tell. 

alluding to the decision respecting her Lord by the daemons. Matt. viii. 29 ; Luke 
faithfulness implied hy their baptizing her, iv. 34 : and the same account to be given 
and assuming that such a judgment had of both : viz. that the evil spirit knew and 
heen passed. 16.] This happened on confessed the power of God and His Christ, 
other occasions ; not on the same day. In whether in His own Person or that of His 
ver. 16 is implied their taking up their servants. 18. being grieved] Not 

abode with Lydia : — in this ver., that they mere annoyance is expressed by this word, 
hahituaU/y resorted to this place of prayer but rather holy indignation and sorrow at 
to teach, and that what follows happened what he saw and heard ; the Christian 
on such occasions. — It may be remarked soldier was goaded to the attack, but the 
that the A, V. of this passage, * as we went mere satisfaction of anger was not the 
to prayer, has given rise to a curious object, any more than the result, of the 
abuse of the expression ^ going to prayer* stroke. 19.] Her masters (a partner- 

in the sense of ‘ beginning to pray,* among ship of persons. — They may have been the 
the lower classes in England. pos- heirs of some one to whom she had be- 
sessed with a spirit of divination] On the longed) perceived that the hope of their 
whole subject of dsemoniacal possession, gain had gone out {with the daemon). 
see note on Matt. viii. 32. This was a case caught . . . and drew give the idea of force 
in which the presence of the spirit was a having been used. Paul and Silas only arc 
patent fact, recognized by the heathen apprehended as having been the principal 
possessors and consultcrs of this female persons in the company. unto the 

slave, and by them turned to account ; and rulers is said generally: they dragged them 
recognized also by the Christian teachers, to the forum to the authorities, — afterwards 
as an instance of one of those works of the specified as magistrates (or generals, see 
devil which their Lord came, and com- below). 20. the magistrates] literally, 
missioned them, to destroy. All attempt generals : the two presiding officers {duum- 
to explain away such a narrative as this viri), or praetors of the colony. Wetstein 
by the subterfuges of rationalism, is more writing about 1750, says that at Messina the 
than ever futile. The fact of the spirit prefect of the city was even then called Stra- 
leaving the girl, and the masters finding digo, from Strategos, the Greek word used 
the hope of their gains gone, is fatal : and here. being Jews . . . being Bomans] 
we may see, notwithstanding all his at- Calvin remarks that this accusation was 
tempts to account for it psychologically, craftily adopted to injure the Christians ; 
that Meyer feels it to be so. 17. for on the one side they put forward the 

cried] or, used to cry out: several oc- name of Romans, which was in high 
casions are referred to. — The recognition favour : whereas by the Jewish name 
of Paul and his company here by the which was then held in disrepute (espe- 
i^irit is strictly analogous to that of our .cially if the decree of Claudius, expelling 
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trouble our city, and teacb customs, which are not 
lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans. 

And the multitude rose up together against them : and 
the magistrates rent off their clothes, ^ and commanded to ^ 
beat them. ^3 when they had laid many stripes upon '*^®“'*-^'*** 
them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to 
keep them safely : 24 who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast 
in the stocks. 25 And at midnight Paul and Silas ^prayedy 
and sang praises unto God : and the prisoners ^ heard 
them, 26 z And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so x ch. iv. si. 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken : and im- 
mediately ^all the doors were opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison 
awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors 
open, he drew out his sword, and ® would have killed himself ^ 
supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28 Paul 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm ; for 

^ render, in their prayers, were singing. 

^ render, were listening to them. 

® render, was about to kill himself. 


them from Rome, ch. xviii. 2, had at this 
time been enacted) they excite jealousy 
against them : for as far as religion was 
concenied, the Romans had affinity with 
any nation rather than the Jews. 

21. teaoh oustoms] Dio Cassius tells us 
that Mseceiias gave the following advice to 
Augustus : ‘ By all means and in every 
way yourself reverence the Divinity after 
your country's manner, and compel others 
to do so : and all who follow strange cus- 
toms in this matter, both hate and punish;’ 
and the reason is alleged, viz. that such 
innovations lead to secret associations, 
conspiracies, and cabals, which are most 
inconvenient for a monarchy ” (Conybeare 
and Howson, i. p. 356). 22.] The mul- 

titude probably cried out tumultuously, as 
on other occasions (see Luke xxiii. 18; 
oh. xix. 28, 34; xxi. 30; xxii. 22, 23), — 
and the magistrates, without giving the 
Christians a trial (ver. 37), rent off their 
clothes, viz. by the lictors. 24. the 

stocks] In the original only the wood. 
Eusebius mentions, speaking of the mar- 
tyrs in Gaul, that their feet were stretched 
to the fifth hole in the wood. 25.] 
Not as A. V., ^ prayed and sang praises* 
— but, as in margin, in their prayers, were 
singing praises, or, praying, sing praises. 
The distinction of modem times between 


prayer and praise, arising from our at- 
tention being directed to the shape rather 
than to the essence of devotion, was un- 
known in these days : see Col. iv. 2. — 
“ Their legs in the stocks pained them not, 
whose souls were in heaven.” Tertullian. 
The prisoners (in the outer prison) were 
listening to their singing, when the earth- 
quake happened. 26. every one’s bands 
were loosed] i. e. of all the prisoners in 
the prison : see below (ver. 28), “ We a/re 
all here** Doubtless there were gracious 
purposes in this for those prisoners, who 
before were listening to the praises of Paul 
and Silas ; and the very form of the nar- 
rative, mentioning this listening, shews 
subsequent communication between some 
one of these and the narrator. — Their 
chains were loosed, not by the earthquake, 
but by miraculous interference over and 
above it. It is some satisfaction to find, 
that few, even among the rationalist Com- 
mentators, have attempted to rationalize 
this wonderful example of the triumph of 
prayer. 27. was about to kill blm- 
•elf] The law was, that if a prisoner 
escaped, the keeper was liable to the in- 
tended punishment of the fugitive. Mr. 
Howson notices, by the examples of Cassius, 
Brutus, Titinius, and many of the pro- 
scribed, after the battle, — that Philippi is 



764 


THE ACTS. 


XVI. 29-40. 


we are all here. Then he called for ^ a light, and sprang 
in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paid and 
Silas, and brought them out, and said, ^ Sirs, what 
c John Hi. ifl, must I do to be saved ? And they said, ® Believe on 
ijohnv.io. Lord Jesus Christ], and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the 
Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took 
them the same hour of the night, and * washed their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

And when he had y brought them into his house, ^ he set 
meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God, with all 
his house. 35 when it was day, the magistrates sent 
the Serjeants, saying. Let those men go. 36 And tho 

t rendeVy lights. ^ omitted hy our oldest MSS^ 

* Uterallyy Washed them from their stripes. 

y render^ brought them up. 

famous in the annals of suicide. 29.] sin, — and how indisputably therefore tho 
Not as A. V., * a light, ^ but lights : the answer embraces all sinners whatever , — 
translators have mistaken a plural word there perhaps does not stand on record in 
for a singular. 30. brought them the whole book a more important answer 

out] Into the outer prison : not perhaps than this of Paul r— or, 1 may add, one 
yet outside the prison, which (from ver. more strikingly characteristic of the 
34, when he takes them up to his own Apostle himself and his teaching. We 
house) seems to have been underground, or may remark also, in the face of all attempts 
at all events on a lower level in the same to establish a development of St. PauFs 
building. In this same space they seem to doctrine according to mere external cir- 
have been joined by the jailor’s family, — to cumstances, — that this reply was given 
have converted and baptized them, and to before any one of his extant epistles was 
have been taken (to the well ?) and washed written. and thy house does not mean 
from their stripes ; and afterwards to have that his faith would save his household, — 
been led up (by stairs ?) to his house, and but that the same way was o])en to them 
hospitably entertained. The circumstan- as to him : ‘ Believe, and thou shalt be 
tiality of the account shews that some eye- saved : and the same of thy household.* 
witness related it. — His question connected 38. washed them from their stripes] 

with the words, “ the way of salvation,” of i. e. washed them, so that they were pu- 
the daomoniac in ver. 17, makes it necessary rified from the blood occasioned by their 
to infer, as De Wetto well observes, that stripes. 34. when he had brought 

he had previously become acquainted with them up] See note on ver. 30. be- 

the subject of their preaching. He wanted lieving in God] This participle gives the 
no means of escape from any danger but ground of his rejoicing : and the full mean- 
that which was spiritual : the eartlajualce ing is, rejoiced that he with all his house 
was past, and his prisoners were all safe, had been led to believe [in] God.— The ex- 
Bengel admirably remarks : “ He had not pression believing in God could only be used 
heard the hymns of Paul, for he had slept, of a converted heathen, not of a Jew : in ch. 
but notwithstanding, either before or after, xviii. 8, of a Jew, we have “ believed [o»] 
he had become informed, who Paul was.” the Lord.'' 36.] What had influenced 
Sirs is literally Lords ; they will the magistrates is not recorded. We can 
not take this title to themselves, but tell hardly suppose that tho earthquake alone 
him of One who was alone worthy of it. would have done so, as they would not have 
31. Believe on the Lord . . .] Not connected it with their prisoners ; they 
without allusion to the name by which he may have heard what had taken place : but 
had just addressed them. — Considering that, again, is hardly probable. I should 

the person was that asked the question, — a rather set it down to calmer thought, re- 
heathen in tho depths of ignorance and pudiating tho tumultuary proceeding of 
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keeper of the prison told * this saying to Paul, The magis- 
trates have sent to let you go ; now therefore depart, and 
go in peace. 37 _But Paul said unto them, They have 
beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and ® 
have cast us into prison ; and now do they thrust us out 
privily? nay verily; but let them come themselves and 
fetch us out. 38 ^nd the serjeants told these words unto 
the magistrates : and they feared, when they heard that 
they were Romans. 39 they came and besought them, 

and brought them out, and ^ desired them to depart out of f Matt. vin. 84. 
the city. ^ And they went out of the prison, ^and^""”-^^ 
entered into the house of Lydia : and when they had seen 
the brethren, they ^ comforted them, and departed. 

XVII. 1 Now when they had passed through Amphi- 
polis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was 


* literally^ these sayings. lUerally, men who are. 

^ letter, exhorted. 


tlio evening before. the serjeants] 
i. e. the lictors — ‘ bearers of the rods/ 
which, and not fasces, were carried before 
the colonial duumviri. 36.] Paul and 
Silas had returned to the prison : whither 
the jailor goes, accompanied by the lictors 
(for it was they that he addressed in ver. 
37), to announce the order. 37.] 

openly and privily are opposed ; the injury 
had been public : the reparation, not to 
Paul and Silas merely, but to the Gospel of 
which they were the heralds, must be 
public also. men who are KomansJ 
By the Valerian Law, passed in the year 
of Rome 254, and the Porcian Law, in the 
year of Rome 506, Roman citizens were 
exempted from stripes and tortures : by 
the h)rmer, till an appeal to the people 
was decided, — by the latter, absolutely. 
On the question, horo Paul came to be 
born a Homan citizen, see note on eh. xxii. 
28. — Another irregularity had been com- 
mitted by the magistrates, in scourging 
them uncondemned. — Mr. Humphry re- 
marks, ‘ St. Paul submitted to be scourged 
by his own countrymen (five times, 2 Cor. 
xi. 24) : for, though he might have pleaded 
his privilege as a Roman, to the Jews he 
“became as a Jew,^’ observing their cere- 
monies, and submitting to their law.' 

38. they feared] For the account which 
they might have to give at Rome, or even 
for their popularity with the very mob of 
Roman citizens who had demanded the 
punishment. 39. besought them] viz. 
jiot to make their treatment matter of 


legal complaint. In the request to depart 
from the city, the magistrates seem to 
shew fear of a change in the temper of the 
mob. 40.] They do not depart hastily, 
or as though forced, but wait to reassure 
the brethren. exhorted is better than 
‘ comforted^ A. V. The one in this case 
would imply the other. Chap. XVII. 
1.] Here (or rather perhaps at *‘they ex- 
horted them and departed,^* in the pre- 
ceding verse) we have the first person again 
dropped, — implying apparently that the 
narrator did not accompany Paul and Silas. 
I should be inclined to think that Timo- 
theus went with them from Philippi, — not, 
as is usually supposed, joined them at 
Bercea : see below on ver. 10. when 

they had passed through] The road, on 
which they travelled from Philippi to 
Thessalonica, was the Via Egnatia, the 
Macedonian continuation of the ViaAppia, 
and so named from Egnatia, in the neigh* 
bourhood of which the latter meets the 
Adriatic. It extended from Hyrrhachium 
in Epirus to the Hebrus in Thrace, a 
distance of 500 miles. The stages here 
mentioned are thus particularized in the 
itineraries : Philippi to Amphipolis, 33 
miles : Amphipolis to Apollonia, 30 miles : 
Apollonia to Thessalonica, 37 miles. See 
more particulars in Conybeare and Howson, 
i. pp. 368 If. Amphipolis] Anciently 
called Nine Ways, lying in a most important 
position, at the end of the lake CercinJtis, 
formed by the Strymon, commanding the 
only easy pass from the coast of the Stry* 
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® a synagogue of the Jews : ® and Paul, as his manner 
mLuitanr.M. was, “Went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned 
Jiv'iVxvi. with them out of the scnptures, ^ opening and alleging, 
^that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again 
oaLuri. from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto 
cch.xxviii.24. you, is Christ. ^ ® And some of them believed, and con- 
dch.xv. 22 . 27, sorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a 
great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. ^ But 
the Jews which heliemd not], moved with envy, took 
unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and 
® gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, 
e Horn. xvi. 21. and assaulted the house of ® Jason, and sought to bring 
them out to the people. ® And when they found them 
not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers 

® render^ the. ^ omity xvith our oldest MSS, and versions, 

® render, made a riot. 


monic gulf into Macedonia. In consequence 
of this, the Athenians colonized the place, 
calling it Amphipolis. It was the spot 
where Brasidas was killed, and for pre- 
viously failing to succour which, Thucy- 
dides was exiled : see Grote^s Hist, of 
Greece, vol. vi. p. 625 ft'., where there is a 
plan of Amphipolis. After this it was a 
point of contention between the Athenians 
and Philip, and subsequently became the 
capital of Macedonia Prima. — It is now 
called Emboli. ApoUonia] Its situa- 
tion is unknown, but was evidently (see 
the distances above given) inland, not quite 
half-way from Amphipolis to Thessalonica, 
where the road crosses from the Strymonic 
to the Thermaic gulf. Leake saw some 
ruins at about the right spot, but did not 
visit them : and Cousinery mentions seeing, 
on an opposite hill, the village of Polina. 
It must not be confounded with a better 
known ApoUonia near Dyrrhachium, on 
the western coast, also on the Via Egnatia. 
Bee Coi^beare and Howson, i. pp. 376 f. 

Thessalonica] At this time the 
capital of the province Macedonia, and the 
residence of the proconsul (Macedonia had 
been an imperial, but was now a senatorial 
province). Its former names were Eraathia, 
Halia, and Therma : it received its name 
of Thessalonica, from Cassander, on his re- 
building and embellishing it, in honour of 
his wife Thessalonica, sister of Alexander 
the Great. It was made a free city after 
the battle of PhiUppi : and every thing in 
this narrative is consistent with its privi- 
leges and state as such. See in my Greek 
Test, It has ever been an important and 


populous city, and still continues such (the 
present population is 70,000), being the 
second city in European Turkey, under the 
sUghtly corrupted name of Saloniki. For 
a notice of the church there, see Introduc- 
tion to the first Ep. to the Thessalonians, 
§ 2. the synagogue of the Jews] 

The article implies that there was no other 
synagogue for the towns lately traversed: 
and shews the same minute acquaintance 
with the peculiarities of this district as our 
narrative has shewn since the arrival at 
Neapolis. 2. as his manner was] 

See the marginal references. Paul was 
most probably suffering stiU from his 
‘ shameful treatment ’ at Philippi, 1 Tliess. 

11. 2. 3.] The particularity of this 

suftering and rising again from the dead is 
reproduced in 1 Thess. iv. 14. 4. con- 

sorted with] Literally, were added (as if 
by lot, that being determined by God, who 
gave them the Holy Spirit of adoption : 
1 Thess. ii. 13) to the great family of which 
Paul and Silas were members. de- 

vout Greeks] See ch. xiii. 43 al.— The 
aptitude of women for the reception of the 
Gospel several times appears in this book, — 
see above, ch. xvi. 13 ff., and below, vv. 

12, 34. 6 . took unto them] as their 

accomplices, to assist them in the making 
a riot, which follows. of the baser 
sort] Literally, of men out of the markets, 
or loungers in the forum : such persons as 
are every where known to be the scum of 
the population. These may be alluded to 
in 1 Thess. ii. 14. (See note on ch. xix. 
38.) Jason] With whom (ver. 7) Paul 
and Silas lodged He appears, perhaps (?), 
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of the city, crying, ^ These that have turned the world 20- 
upside down are come hither also; 7 whom Jason hath 
received : and these all do contrary to the decrees of 
CsDsar, ^saying that there ls another king, one J®sus. 

® And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, 
when they heard these things. ^ And when they had 
taken, security of J ason, and of ^ the other, they let them 
go. And ^ the brethren immediately sent away Paul ^ 
and Silas by night unto Beroca : who coming thither went 

^ render, for perspicuity (the other is meant to he plural ) , the rest. 


again with Paul at Corinth, Horn. xvi. 21, 
but did not accompany him into Asia, ch. 
XX. 4. 6.] These rulers are called in 

the original by the peculiar title of JBoUt- 
archs, governors of the citizens. The 
exact accuracy of the title as existing at 
Thessalonica, has been proved by an in- 
scription found on the spot, in which it 
occurs : and in the same inscription 
curiously enough we have three of the 
names which occur here, or in the Epistles, 
as companions of Paul : viz, Sosipater {of 
Beroea, Kom. xvi. 21, sec also Acts xx. 4) : 
Secundus (of Thessalonica, ch. xx. 4) ; 
and Gains (the Macedonian, note, ch. xix. 
29). These that have turned the 
world upside down] The words presup- 
pose some rumour of Christianity and its 
spread having before reached the in- 
habitants of Thessalonica. 7. these 

all] AU these people, i. e. Christians, 
wherever found. A wider acquaintance is 
shewn, or at least assumed, with the belief 
of Christians, than extended merely to 
Jason and his friends. saying that 
there is another king, one Jesus] This 
false charge seems to have been founded 
on Paulas preaching much at Thessalonica 
concerning the triumphant coming and 
kingdom of Christ. This aj)pears again and 
again in his two Epistles : see 1 Thess. i. 
10; ii. 19; iii. 13 ; iv. 13— 18 ; v. 1, 2; 
2 Thess. i. 5, 7 — 10 ; ii. 1 — 12 : and par- 
ticularly 2 Thess. ii. 5, where he refers to 
his having often told them of these things, 
viz. the course, and destruction of Anti- 
christ, by whom these Jews might perhaps 
misrepresent Paul as designating Caesar. 

9. when they had taken security] 
either by sureties, or by a sum of money, 
or both. They bound over Jason and the 
rest {certain brethren, ver. 6) to take care 
that no more trouble was given by these 
men: in accordance with which security 
they sent them away ; and by night, to 
avoid the notice of the multitude. 

10 .] It does not follow, because Timotheus 


is not mentioned here, that therefore ho 
did not accompany, or at all events follow, 
Paul and Silas to Beroea. He has never 
been mentioned since he joined Paurs 
company at Lystra. The very intermitted 
and occasional notices of Paul's com- 
panions in this journey should be a caution 
against rash hypotheses. The general cha- 
racter of the narrative seems to be, that 
where Paul, or Paul and Silas, are alone or 
principally concerned, all mention of the 
rest is suspended, and sometimes so com- 
pletely as to make it appear as if they were 
absent : then, at some turn of events they 
appear again, having in some cases been 
really present all the time. I believe Timo- 
tlieus to have been with them at Thessalo- 
nica the first time, because it does not seem 
probable that Paul would have sent to them 
one to confirm and exhort them concerning 
their faith (1 Thess. iii. 2) who had not 
known them before, especially as he then 
had Silas with him. — And this is confirmed 
by both the Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
which are from l*aul, Silvanus, and Timo- 
theus. From these Epistles we learn that, 
during his residence among them, Paul 
worked with his own hands (1 Thess. ii. 9 ; 
2 Thess. iii. 8) to maintain himself: and 
from Phil. iv. 15, 16, that the Philippiaiis 
sent supplies more than once towards his 
maintenance. Both these facts, especially 
the last, seeing that the distance from 
Philippi was 100 Homan miles, make it 
very improbable that his stay was so short 
as from three to four weeks : nor is this 
implied in the text : much time may have 
elapsed while the ** great nmltitu^** of 
ver. 4 were joining Paul and Silas. See 
fiirther in Introd. to 1 Thess. § 2. 2 ff. 

Bercea] 61, or according to another 
authority 67 Roman miles (S.W.) from 
Thessalonica. — Beroea was not far from 
Pella, in Macedonia Tertia, at the foot of 
Mt. Bermius. It was afterwards called 
Irenopolis, and now Kara Feria, or Verria* 
and is a city of the second rank in Euro* 



768 


THE ACTS. 


XVIT. 


into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
i ua.iiiiir.ie. word with all readiness of mind, B and ’ searched the scrip- 
jobu V. 89 . tures daily, whether ^ those things were so. Therefore 
many of them believed ; also of honourable women which 
were Greeks, and of men not a few. But when the 
Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God 
was preached of Paul t at Bercea, ^ they cam^ thither alsOy 
k Matt. X. 23 . and stirred up the people, ^ And then immediately the 
brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea : but 
Silas and Timotheus abode there still. 

And they that conducted Paul brought him ^ unto 
jcb.xviii.fi. Athens: and ^receiving a commandment unto Silas and 
Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they de^ 
parted. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, 
in2Pet.il. 8. his Spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city 
wholly given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the 
synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, 

K render, searching. ^ render, these. 

i render, at Berma also. 

^ render, they came stirring up and troubling the multitude there 
also. 

^ render, aS far as. 

j>ean Turkey, containing from 15,000 to appears to have been, as far as we can 
20,000 souls. 11. more noble] — of follow it from the slight notices given, as 

nobler disposition; — stirred up, not to follows: — when Paul departed from Beroea, 
envy, but to enquiry. these things] not having been able to revisit Thessalonica 

viz. the doctrine of vcr. 3, which Paul and as he wislied (1 Thess. ii. 18), he sent 
Silas preached here also. 13. they came Timotheus (from Bercea, not from Athens) 
stirring up, &c.] From the distance, some to exhort and confirm the Thessalonians, 
time must have elapsed before this could and determined to be left at Athens alone 
take place : and that some time did elapse, (1 Thess. iii. 1), Silas meanwhile remaining 
we may gather from 1 Thess. ii. 18, where to carry on the work at Beroea. Paul, on 
Paul relates that he made several attempts his arrival at Athens, sends (by his con- 
to revisit the Thessalonians (which could ductors, who returned) this message to 
be only during his stay at Beroea, as he both, to come to him as soon as possible, 
left the neighbourhood altogether when he They did so, and found him (ch. xviii. 5) 
left that town), but was hindered. at Corinth. See Introduction to 1 Thess., 

14. to go as it were to the sea] This Vol. ii. Athens] See a long and 

expression I believe to be used simply interesting description of the then state of 
to indicate the direction in which the Athens, its buildings, &c., in Conybeare 
Beroean brethren sent him forth : imply- and Howson, chap. x. vol. i. pp. 407 ff, 
ing probably, that all that was known at It was a free city. 16. wholly given 

Beroea of his intended route was, that it to idolatry] The multitude of statues and 
was in the direction of the sea. Where temples to the gods in Athens is celebrated 
he embarked for Athens, is not said ; pro- with honour by classic writers of other 
bably at, Dium, near the base of Mount nations, and with pride by their own. 
Olympus, to which two roads from Beroea Xenophon says of Athens, that “ the 
are marked in the ancient tables. whole city is an altar, the whole city a 

15. ] Who they that conducted Paul were sacrifice and an offering to the gods.*' 

is not 8aid.~The course of Timotheus 17. in the market] It was the space before 
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and in the market daily with them that met with him. 

18 m Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the 
Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, ^ What will this 
hdbbler say ? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth 
of strange gods : because he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. And they took him, and brought 

him unto ^Areopagus, saying. May we know what this new 

# 

^ render. And certain also of the Epicurean and Stoick philo- 
sophers. 

^ render. What meaneth this babbler to say ? 

® render, as in ver. 22. the hill of Mars. 


the famous Stoa or porch, where the Stoics 
held their disputations. 18. Epicu- 

rean] The Epicurean philosophy was an- 
tagonistic to the gospel, as holding the 
atomic theory in opposition to the crea- 
tion of matter, — the disconnexion of the 
Divinity from the world and its affairs, 
in opposition to the idea of a ruling Pro- 
vidence, — and the indissoluble union, and 
annihilation together, of soul and body, as 
opposed to the hope of eternal life, and 
indeed to all spiritual religion whatever. 
The Epicureans were the materialists of 
the ancient world. — The common idea 
attached to Epicureanism must be dis- 
carded in our estimate of the persons men- 
tioned in our text. The chief good of 
the real Epicureans, far from being a de- 
graded and sensual pleasure, was impertw'- 
hdbiliiy of mind, based upon wisdom — 
perhaps the best estimate of the highest 
good formed in the heathen world; — and 
their ethics were exceedingly strict. Put 
the abuse to which such a doctrine was 
evidently liable, gave rise to a pseudo-Epi- 
cureanism, which has generally passed cur- 
rent for the real, and which amply illus- 
trated the truth, that corruption of that 
which is best, is itself worst. For their 
chimerical imperturbability, Paul offered 
them the peace which passeth all under^ 
standing, Phil. iv. 7. Stoick] So 

named from the Stoa, or porch (see 
above), — founded by Zeno of Cittium in 
the fourth century b.c., but perhaps more 
properly by Cleanthes and Chrysippus in 
the third century b.c. Their philosophy, 
while it approached the truth in holding 
one supreme Governor of all, compro- 
mised it, in allowing of any and all ways 
of conceiving and worshipping Him (see 
below, vv. 24, 25), — and contravened it, in 
its pantheistic belief that all souls were 
emanations of Him. In spirit it was di- 
rectly opposed to the gospel, — holding the 
independence of man on any being but him- 


self, together with the subjection of God 
and man alike to the stem laws of an in- 
evitable fate. On the existence of the soul 
after death their ideas were various : some 
holding that all souls endure to the con- 
flagration of all things, — others confining 
this to the souls of good men, — and others 
believing all souls to be reabsorbed into the 
Divinity. By these tenets they would ob- 
viously be placed in antagonism to the doc- 
trines of a Saviour of the world and the re- 
surrection, — and to placing the suinmum 
bonuin of man in abundamie of that grace 
which is made perfect in weakness, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. some said . . . other some] 
These arc not to be taken as belonging the 
one to the Epicureans, the other to the 
Stoics, — but rather as describing two 
classes, common j)erhaps to both schools, 
— the one of which despised him and his 
sayings, and the other were disposed to 
take a more serious view of the matter, 
and charge him with bringing in new 
deities. this babbler] The word in 
the original signifies a kind of bird which 
picks up and devours seeds : whence the 
Athenians called by this name those who 
went about picking up trifles in converse 
and making it their business to retail 
them ; in fact, the name imports one who 
talks fluently to no purpose, and hints 
also that his talk is not his own. 
a setter forth of strange gods] Socrates 
is guilty of bringing in new gods,** was 
one of the charges on which Athens put 
to death her wisest son. The strange 
gods which they charged Paul with setting 
forth were, the true God, the God of 
the Jews, and Jesus Christ His Son: the 
Creator of the world (ver. 24), and the Man 
whom He hath appointed to judge it, ver. 
31. Compare ver. 23, end: wliich is an ex- 
press answer to this charge. 19. they 
took him] No violence is implied, 
to the hiU of Mars] There is no allusion 
here to the cov/rt of Areopagus, nor should 
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doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ? For thou bringest 
certain strange things to our ears : we would know there- 
fore what these things mean. 2 ] p For all the Athenians 
and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing 
else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing. 22 Then 
Paul stood in the midst of Mars^ hill, and said. Ye men of 

P render , Now. 


the words have been so rendered in A. V., — 
especially as the same expression below 
(ver. 22) is translated * Mara* hill* We 
have in the narrative no trace of any judi- 
cial proceeding, but every thing to con- 
tradict such a supposition. Paul merely 
makes his speech, and, having satisfied the 
curiosity of the multitude who came toge- 
ther on Mars* Hill, departs unhindered : — 
they brought him up to the hill of Mars. 
The following note is borrowed from Mr. 
Humphry’s Commentary : — ‘ It might be 
expected that on the hill of Mara the 
mind of the stranger would he impressed 
with the magnificence of the religion 
which he sought to overthrow. The 
temple of the Eumenides was immediately 
below him : opposite, at the distance 
of 200 yards, was the Acropolis, which, 
being entirely occupied with statues and 
temples, was, to use the phrase of an 
ancient writer, as one great offering to the 
gods. The Persians encamped on the 
Areopagus when they besieged the Acro- 
polis (Herod, viii. 52) : from the same place 
the Apostle makes his first public attack 
on Paganism, of which the Acropolis was 
the stronghold. Xerxes in his fanaticism 
burnt the temples of Greece. Christianity 
advanced more meekly and surely : and 
though the immediate effect of the Apos- 
tle’s sermon was not great, the Parthenon 
in time became a Christian church. Athens 
ceased to be a city wholly given to idolatry, 
— and the repugnance of the Greeks to 
images became so great, as to be a prin- 
cipal cause of the schism between the 
churches of the east and west in the eighth 
century.* — The hill of Mars was on the 
west of the Acropolis. The Areopagus, the 
highest criminal court of Athens, held its 
sittings there. To give any account of it 
is beside the purpose, there being no allusion 
to it in the text. Full particulars may be 
found under the word Areopagus in Smith’s 
Dictionary of Gr. and Bom. Antiquities. 

May we knowj A courteous method 
of address (not ironical). 21.] A re- 
mark of the narrator (as I believe, Paul 
himself), as a comment cm the words new 
and itrange of the verses before. The 


character here given of the Athenians is 
also that which we find in their own his- 
torians and oratoi-s. See proofs in my 
Greek Test. One remarkable one is found 
in Demosthenes, where in stirring them 
up against Philip, he says, " Are ye con- 
tent to he always going about the market- 
place asking one another. What new thing 
is reported ? Can any thing be stranger 
than that a Macedonian man should &c. 
&c.” 22.] The commentators vie with 

each other in admiration of this truly won- 
derful speech of the great Apostle. Chry- 
sostom says : ‘‘ This is what the Apostle 
elsewhere says, that he became to those 
not under the law as not under the law 
that he might win those not under the 
law. For when addressing the Athenians, 
he grounds his argument not on the law or 
the prophets, but begins his persuasion 
from one of their altars, conquering them 
by their own maxims.” ‘ The oration of 
Paul before this assembly is a living proof 
of his apostolic wisdom and eloquence : we 
see here how he, according to his own 
words, could become a Gentile to the Gen- 
tiles, to win the Gentiles to the Gospel.' 
Neander. And Stier very properly remarks, 
* It was given to the Apostle in this hour, 
what he should speak ; this is plainly to be 
seen in the following discourse, which we 
might weary ourselves with praising and 
admiring in various ways ; but far better 
than all so-called praise from our poor 
tongues is the humble recognition, that 
the Holy Ghost, the spirit of Jesus, has 
here spoken by the Apostle, and therefore 
it is that we have in his discourse a master- 
piece of apostolic wisdom.* The same com- 
mentator gives the substance of the speech 
thus : ^ Ke who is (by your own involuntary 
confession) unknown to you Athenians (re- 
ligious though you are ), — and yet (again, 
by your own confession) able to be known, 
— the all-sufficing Creator of the world. 
Preserver of all creatwres, and Governor 
of mankind, — now commandeth all men 
(by me His minister) to repent, that they 
may know Mim, and to believe in the Man 
whom Me hath raised from the dead, that 
they may stand in the judgment, which He 
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Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are ^ too super- 
stitious. 23 Yot as I passed by, and beheld your ^ devotions, 

I found ® an altar with this inscription, TO ^ THE UN- 
KNOWN GOD. ^ Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship, * him declare I unto you. 24 n y Qq^ made the » is. 
world and all things therein, seeing that he is ®Lord of 0Matt.xi.25. 

heaven and earth, p dwelleth not in temples made with p ch. vn. 48 . 

* 

^ render y very religiouS : see note, ^ render y objects of Worship. 

® rendery also an altar. t rendery AN. 

^ ready with our oldest MSS,^ W^hat. 

* ready with our oldest that. y rendery The God. 

hath committed to Him* Ye men of cited in my Greek Test., shewing that 
Athens] The regular and dignified appel- there really were altars with this inscription 
lation familiar to them as used by all their at Athens. What ye ignorantly wor- 
orators, — of whose works Paul could hardly ship, that declare I unto yon] The change 
be altogether ignorant. very reli- to “ Whom** and “ Him** has probably 

gious] Carrying yonr religions reverence been made from reverential motives. The 
very far : an instance of which follows, in neuters give surely the deeper, and the 
that they, not content with worshipping more appropriate sense. For Paul does not 
named and "known gods, worshipped even identify the true God with the dedication 
an unknown one. Blame is neither ex- of, or worship at, the altar mentioned: 
pressed, nor even implied : but their ex- but speaks of the Divinity of whom they, 
ceeding veneration for religion laid hold of by this inscription, confessed themselves 
as a facty on which Paul, with exquisite ignorant. But even a more serious ob- 
skill, engrafts his proof that he is intro- jection lies against the masculines. The 
ducing no new gods, but enlightening them sentiment would thus be in direct contra- 
with regard to an object of worship on diction to the assertion of Paul himself, 
which they were confessedly in the dark. 1 Cor. x. 20, “ The things which the Gentiles 
So Chrysostom, That is, very pious : . . . sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils and not 
he says it as praising them, and not with to God** Compare also our Lord^s words, 
any spirit of blame.” To understand this John iv. 22, “ Ye worship that which ye 
word as A. V., *too superstitiousy\9,\jovd\?& know not** — In the word worship (shew 
the fine and delicate tact of the speech, by piety towards) we have another confirma- 
which he at once parries the charge against tion of the sense above insisted on in ver. 
him, and in doing so introduces the great 22. Ho wishes to commend their reve- 
Truth which he came to preach. — The rential spirit, while he shews its mis- 
character thus given of the Athenians is direction. An important lesson for all 
confirmed by Greek writers. Pausanias who have controversies with Paganism and 
says, “ The Athenians are conspicuous llomanism. 24.] ‘ No wonder, that 

above other people in their zeal in divine the devil, in order to diffuse idolatry, has 
matters.^' Josephus calls them “ the most blotted out among all heathen nations the 
devout of the Greeks.” 23. your ob- recognition of Creation. The true doctrine 
jects of worship] Not, as A. V., *your of Creation is the proper refutation of all 
devotions:* but even temples, altars, sta- idolatry.' Boos, cited by Stier, who re- 
tues, &c. also an altar] Over and marks, ^ Only on the firm foundation of the 

above the many altars to your own and Old Testament doctrine of Creation can we 
foreign deities. To an (not, the) un- rightly build the New Testament doctrine 

known God] That this was the veritable of Redemption, and only he, who scrip- 
inscription on the altars, the words with turally believes and apprehends by feith 
this inscription (literally, on which had the earliest words of Revelation, concerning 
been inscribed) are decisive. Meyer well a Creator of all things, can also apprehend, 
remarks, that the historical fact would be know, and scripturally worship, the man, 
abundantly estabUshed from this passage, in whom God’s word, down to its latest 
being Paul’s testimony of what he himself canonical Revelation, gathers together all 
had seen, — and spoken to the Athenian things.’ God . . . dwelleth not in 

people. But we have our narrative con- temples made with hands] A remarkable 
firmed by other testimonies which I have reminiscence of the dying speech of Ste- 
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<iPb.i. 8. hands; neither is ^worshipped with men’s hands, ‘^as 
’’ N^um xJi 22 needed any thing, seeing ^ he giveth to all life, 

and breath, and all things; 20 ^nd ^ hath made of one 
iS'xiiti-. blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
zech. xii. 1 . earth, and hatli] determined the times [y before'] ap- 
eBeut.xxxii. pointed, and ® the bounds of their habitation ; ^ that they 

t Korn. 5.20, giiould seek ® the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, 
u ch. xiv. 17. and find him, ^ though he be not far from every one o’l us : 
"^HebVs move, and have our being; 

yTit.i.i 2 . y as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are 

* render, Served by. 

render, caused every nation of men, sprung of one blood, to 
dwell. 

^ omit, ® read, with all our oldest authorities, God. 

pben ; see cb. vii. 48. — Mr. Humpbry mythical origins, and separate guardian 
notices the similarity, but difterence in its gods. It is remarkable, that though of all 
conclusion, of the argument attributed to people the Jews were the most distin- 
Xerxes in Cicero : “ Xerxes is said to have guished in their covenant state from other 
burnt the temples of Greece, because they nations of the earth, yet to them only was 
attempted to shut up within walls the given the revelation of the true history of 
gods, to whom all things ought to be open mankind, as all created of one hlood : a 
and free, and of whom all this world is the doctrine kept as it were in store for the 
temple and hoiise.’^—Wliere Paul stood, he gospel to proclaim. — Not, ‘hath made of 
might see the celebrated colossal statue of one blood,’ &c., as A.V., but as in margin. 
Athena Polias, known by the Athenians as Sec Matt. v. 32 ; Mark vii. 37. de- 
“ the Goddess” standing and keeping termined the times . . . .] He who was 
guard with spear and shield in the en- before (ver. 24) the Creator, then (vcr. 
closure of the Acropolis. 26,] is served: 25) the Preserver, is now the Governor of 

i. e. is really and truly served. So “ God all men : prescribing to each nation its 
is not mocked,” Gal. vi. 7. As the space to dwell in, and its time of endurance, 
assertion of Creation contradicted the Epi- 27. if haply] if by any chance, de- 

curean error, so this laid hold of that noting a contingency apparently not very 
portion of truth, which, however disguised, likely to happen. though he be not 

that school had apprehended : viz. that the far . . .] ‘Not that He is distant from us, 
Deity does not stand in need of us, nor can hut that we are ignorant of Him.’ See 
gain aught from us. There is a verso in Rom. x. 6, 8; Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. 28.] 

2 Macc. xiv. 35, remarkable, as compared There is no justification for Ac in 

with the thoughts and words of Paul here ; this. — It is properly said only of the race 
“ Thou, O Lord of all things, who hast of men, as being His offspring, bound to 
need of nothing, wast pleased that the Him : proceeding from, and upheld by, 
temple of thine habitation should he among and therefore living, moving, and being 
usP life, and breath, and all things] in Him : — but even in a wider sense S.is 
He is the Preserver, as well as the Creator, Being, though a separate objective Per- 
of all ; and all things come to us from sonality, involves and contains that of His 
Mm. Compare, on all things, David’s creatures. See Eph. i. 10, where the same 
words, 1 Chron. xxix. 14, “ Thine are all is said of Christ. V7e live, and move, 
things, and of Thine own have we given and have our being] ‘A climax rising 
Thee.” 26.] These words were said, higher with each term, out of God we 
be it remembered, to a people who gave should have no Life, nor even movement 
themselves out for aboriginal, /row (which some things without life have, 

the earth : but we must not imagine that jdaiits, water, &c.), nay, not any existence 
to refute this was the object pi the words : at all (we should not have been),* the in- 
they aim far higher than this, and contro- tent being to shew the absolute dependence 
vert the whole genius of polytheism, which for every thing of man on God, — and 
attributed to the various nations differing thence the absurdity of supposing the God^ 
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also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the 
offspring of God, ® we ought not to think that the Godhead *iBa.xi.i8. 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man’s device. And ® the times of this ignorance God * 

^winked at; but now commandeth all men every where 
to repent: because he hath appointed a day, in the 

which ®he will judge the world in righteousness by that 
maif whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that ^ he hath raised him from dch,ii.24. 
the dead. And when they heard of the resurrection of 
the dead, some mocked: and others said. We will hear 
thee again of this matter. ^3 e Paul departed from 
among them. Howbeit certain men clave unto him, 
and believed : among the which was Dionysius the 
Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others 
with them. 

XVIII. 1 After these things Paul departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth ; ^ and found a certain Jew named 

. , a Rom. xvi. 8. 

* Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his 2 Tim. wl'iU!’ 

^ render, overlooked. ' ® render, [And] thus. 

head like to the works of his (man^s) hands, 'We must not aUot these two parties, as some 
certain of your own poets] viz. have done, the former to the Epicureans, 
Aratus, in the opening- lines of the poem the latter to the Stoicks : the description is 
called “ the Phamomena . . . Cleanthes general. — The words, we will hear thee 
also in his hymn to Zeus (Jupiter), has the again of this matter, need not be taken 
same words. Aratus was a native of as ironical. The hearing not having taken 
Tarsus, about 270 B.C., and wrote astro- place is no proof that it was not intended 
iiomical poems, of which two remain, at the time : and the distinction between 
Cleanthes was bom at Assos, in Troas, these and the mockers seems to imply that 
about 300 B.C. The Ajwstle, by the plural, these w^ere in earnest. 33. thus] i. e. 

seems to have both poets in his mind. — ‘in this state of the popular mind (with 
The his refers to Zeus (Jupiter) in both an expectation of being heard again ?) 
cases, the admission being taken as a por- The “ so^^ of the A. V. does not give this 
tion of truth regarding the Supreme God, forcibly enough, but looks like a mere 
which even heathen poets confessed. 30. particle of transition. 34. Dionysius 

God overlooked] The rendering of the A. V. the Areopagite] Nothing more is known 
bears the same meaning, but is to our ears of him. Eusebius relates that he was 
in these days objectionable. In this as- bishop of Athens, and Nicephorus, that he 
surance lie treasures of mercy for those died a martyr. The writings which go by 
who lived in the times of ignorance. God his name are undoubtedly spurious, 
overlooked them : i. e. corrected not this Chap. XVIII. 1.] Corinth was at this 
ignorance itself as a sin, but the abuses time a colony (see note, ch. xvi. 12), the 
even of this, by which the heathen sunk capital of the Roman province of Achaia, 
into deeper degradation. The same argu- and the residence of the proconsul. For 
ment is treated more at length in Rom. i. ii. further particulars, see Introduction to 
31. in righteousness] Righteousness 1 Cor. § 2. 2. a certain Jew] It 

is the character of the judgment, — the appears that AquUa and Priscilla were not 
element of which it shall consist. Christians at this time : it is the similarity 

whereof he hath given assurance] " As of employment only which draws them to 
the thing asserted was hardly credible, he St. Paul, and their conversion is left to be 
gives a distinguished proof of it,*' Grotius. inferred as taking place in consequence: 

32. some mocked: and others said . . .1 see ver. 26. bom in Pontus] literally^ 

VoL. I. 3 E 
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wife Priscilla ; because that Claudius bad commanded all 
Jews to depart from Rome : and came unto them. ^ And 
because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, 
ich.xx.M. ^and wrought: for by their occupation they were tent- 

lCor.iv.l2. , ArAJ-L t 

^‘^Ana ne reasoned m the synagogue every 
ech.xvii. 2 . sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. ^ ^ And 
^ when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, 

e Job ZTXii. 18. ^ 

Jer.Ys? ** Paul was pressed in the spirit y and testified to the Jews 
^ render y But. 

9 read and render^ earnestly occupied in discoursing, testifying . . . 


a Fontian by race. It is remarkable, that 
JPontius Aquila is a name found in the 
Pontian gens at Rome more than once in 
the days of the Republic, whence some have 
supposed that this may have been a freed- 
man of a Pontius Aquila, and that the words 
** a JPontian hy race ” may have been an 
inference from his name. Rut besides that 
St. Luke’s acquaintance with the real origin 
of Aquila could hardly but have been accu- 
rate, — Aquila, the translator of the Old 
Test, into Greek, was also a native of Pon- 
tus . — From the notices of Aquila and 
Priscilla in the Epistles, they appear to have 
travelled, fixing their abode by turns in 
different principal cities, for the sake of 
their business. In ver. 19, we have them 
left at Ephesus (see also ver. 26) : in 1 Cor. 
xvi. 19, still there ; in Rom. xvi. 3 ff., again 
at Rome; in 2 Tim. iv. 19, again at Ephe- 
sus. because that Clandins bad com- 
manded all Jews to depart from Borne . . .] 
Suetonius says, “ The Jews, who at the 
instigation of Chrestus were continually 
exciting tumults, he expelled from Rome,” 
but as he gives this without any fixed note 
of time, as the words “ at the instigation 
of Chrestus ” may be taken in three ways 
(as indicative either (1) of an actual leader 
of that name, or (2) of some tumult con- 
nected with the expectations of a Messiah, 
or (3) of some dispute about Christianity), 
— Neander well observes that after all 
which has been said on it, no secure his- 
torical inference respecting the date of 
the event, or its connexion with any Chris- 
tian church at Rome, can be drawn. It 
was as a Jew that Aquila was driven from 
Rome : and there is not a word of Chris- 
tians here. See more in my Greek Test. 
The edict soon became invalid, or the pro- 
hibition was taken off : we find Aquila at 
Rome, Rom. xvi. 3, and many Jews resi- 
dent there, ch. xxviii. 17 ff. 8. wrought] 
“The Jewish Rabbis having no state pay, 
it was their practice to teach their children 
a trade. < '^at is commanded of a &ther 


towards his son ?’ asks a Talmudic writer. 
‘ To circumcise him, to teach him the law, 
to teach him a trade.’ Rabbi Judah saith, 
* He that teacheth not his son a trade, 
doth the same as if he taught him to be a 
thief:’ and Rabban Gamaliel saith, ‘He 
that bath a trade in his hand, to what is 
he like? He is like a vineyard that is 
fenced.’” Conybeare and Howson, i. p. 
58. — The places where St. Paul refers to 
his supporting himself by his o^vn manual 
lalx)ur are, — ch. xx. 34 (Ephesus) : — 1 Cor. 
ix. 12 ff.; 2 Cor. vii. 2 (Corinth): — 1 Thess. 
ii. 9; 2 Thess. iii. 8 (Thessalonica). — In 
2 Cor. xi. 9, we learn that supplies were 
also brought to him at Corinth from Mace- 
donia, i. e. Philippi: see Phil. iv. 15. 
tent-makers] The general opinion now is, 
that St. Paul was a maker of tents from the 
*cilicium,’ or hair-cloth of Cilician goats. 
If it be objected, that he would hardly 
find the raw material for this work in cities 
far from Cilicia, it may be answered, that 
this would not be required in the fabri- 
cation of tents from the hair -cloth, which 
doubtless itself would be an article of 
commerce in the markets of Greece. — 
Chrysostom calls Paul sometimes a leather - 
cutter, imagining that the tents were made 
of leather. 5.] See ch. xvii. 15 ; 

1 Thess. iii. 6. The meaning is, that 
‘ when Silas and Timotheus returned from 
Macedonia, they found Paul anxiously 
occupied in discoursing to the Jews* It 
seems to be implied, that they found him 
in a state of more than ordinary anxiety, 
more than usually absorbed in the work of 
testifying to the Jews: — a crisis in the 
work being imminent, which resulted in 
their rejection of the word of life. (On the 
whole character of his early preaching at 
Corinth, see notes, 1 Cor. ii. 1 — 5.) Thus 
only, the but in ver. 5 and that in ver. 6 
will both be satisfied : be discoursed in 
tbe synagogue, a;o. . . . but when Silas 
and Timotheus returned, be was earnestly 
occupied in discoursing, 4o. But, as they 



3-12. 


THE ACTS. 


775 


that Jesus was Christ. ® ^ And ^ when they opposed them- 
selves, and blasphemed, ®he >s^ooA;his raiment, and said 
unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads ; am h Lev. XX. 0, 11, 
clean : ^from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles, 7 And 
he departed thence, and entered into a certain man^s i Teijin?; is, 
house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, ^ 

house joined hard to the synagogue. ^ i And Crispus, the 1 ”^“ 
chiflf ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all 
his house ; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 
and were baptized. ^ ^ Then ^ spake the Lord to Paul in mch.xiin.n. 
the night by a vision. Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace : " for I am with thee, and no man shall 

set on thee to hurt thee : for I have much people in this 
city. And he continued there a year and six months, 

teaching the word of God among them. And when 

Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrec- 

^ render ^ the Christ. ^ render^ shook OUt. 

^ letter perhaps, I shall henceforth with a clear conscience go unto 
the Gentiles. 

1 render. And the Lord spake. 

opposed themselves and blasphemed, &c. for solemnity’s sake, we have an affirmation 
6.] The term blood is used as in and negation combined, John i. 3, See 
ch. XX. 26. The image and nearly the also Isa. Iviii. 1. 10. I have much 

words, are from Ezek. xxxiii. 4>. people] See John x. 16. As our Lord 

from henceforth] Not ahsolutely , only at forewarned Paul in Jerusalem that they 
Corinth : for ver. 19 we find him arguing would not receive his testimony concerning 
with the Jews again in the synagogue at Him, so here He encourages him, by a 
Ephesus. The difference in the readings promise of much success in Corinth. The 
of the last clause in the verse is matter of word people, the express title beforetime 
punctuation. Probably there should be of the Jews, is still used now, notwith- 
no stop at clean, and then it will read as standing their secession. 11.] The 

in the margin, I shall henceforth with a year and a half may extend either to his 
clear conscience go to the Gentiles. departure, or to the incident in ver. 12 ff. 

7.] In order to shew that he henceforth Meyer would confine it to the latter, taking 
separated himself from the Jews, he, on the verb in the sense of remained in 
leaving the synagogue, went no longer to quiet:* but it will hardly bear such em- 
the house of the Jew Aquila (who appears phasis: and seeing that the incident in 
afterwards to have been converted), but to vv. 12 ff. was a notable fulfilment of the 
the house of a Gentile proselyte of the promise, — for though they set on him, 
gate, close to the synagogue ; in the sight they could not hurt him, — I should be 
of all the congregation in the synagogue ; disposed to take the other view, and regard 
for this seems to be the object in mention- that which is related ver. 12 to ver. 18, as 
ing the circumstance. 8.] On this, a having liappened during this time, 

schism took place among the Jews. The 12. Gallio] His original name was Marcus 
ruler of the synagogue attached himself to Armeeus Novatus : hut, having been adopted 
Paul, and was, together with Gains, bap- into the family of the rhetorician Lucius 
tized by the Apostle himself (1 Cor. i. 14) : Junius Gallio, he took the name of Junius 
and with him many of the Corinthians Annaeus Gallio. He was brother of Lucias 
(Jews and Gentiles, it being the house of Annmus Seneca, the philosopher, whose 
a proselyte), probably Aquila and Priscilla character of him is in exact accordance 
also, believed and were baptized. with that which we may infer from this 

9. speak, and hold not thy peace] So, narrative: No man on earth is so pleasant 

8 E 2 
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tion with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the 
judgment seat, saying, This [“ felloio] persuadeth men 
to worship God contrary to the law. And when Paul 
was now about to open his mouth, Gallio said unto the 
och.^xxiiLM: Jews, °If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O 
ye Jews, reason would that I should bear with you : but 
if it be ^ a question of words and names, and of your law, 
look ye to it ; [®/or] I will be no judge of such mattfers. 

And he drave them from the judgment seat. ^7 Then 
picor.i.1. Vail the Greeks took PSosthenes, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And 


not expressed in the original : better. This man. 
read, questions. ® omit. 

P read, all [the people]. 


to me, as this man is to all.** Gallio, my 
brother, whom there is none that does not 
love a little, even those who have not the 
power of loving more.** He is called “ the 
pleasant Qallio” by Statius. He appears 
to have given up the province of Achaia 
from ill health. He was spared after the 
execution of his brother : but Dio Cassius 
adds, that Seneca*8 brothers were put to 
death afterwards, and Eusebius in his 
Chronicle, on a.d. 66, says that he put an 
end to himself after his brother’s death. 

the deputy] See note on ch. xiii. 7. 
Achaia was originally a senatorial province, 
but was temporarily made an imperial one 
by Tiberius. of Achaia] The Roman 
province of Achaia contained Hellas and 
the Peloponnesus, and, with Macedonia, 
embraced all their Grecian dominions. — 
“The judgment seat is mentioned three 
times in the course of this narrative (see 
vv. 16, 17). It was of two kinds: (1) 
fixed in some public and open place ; (2) 
moveable, and taken by the Roman magis- 
trates to be placed wherever they might 
sit in a judicial character. Probably here 
and in the case of Pilate (John xix. 13), 
the former kind of seat is intended. See 
Smith's Diet, of Antiquities, under ‘ Sella.' 
See also some remarks on * the tribunal, — 
the indispensable symbol of the Roman 
judgment seat,' in the Edinburgh Review 
for Jan. 1847, p. 151." Conybeare and 
Howson, vol. i. 494. 13. contrary to 

the law] Against the Mosaic law : — the 
exercise of w^hich, as a ‘ lawful religion* 
was allowed to the Jews. 16. ques- 

tion!] The plural expresses contempt; If 
it is queetioni, &o. : as we should say, ‘ a 
parcel of questions.' See ch. xxiii. 29. 
names] Paul asserted Jesus to be the 


Christ, which the Jews denied. This, to a 
Roman, would be a question of names. 

So Lysias (ch. xxiii. 29) declined to 
decide Paul’s case, and Festus (ch. xxv. 20) 
though he did not altogether put the 
enquiry by, wished to judge it at Jeru- 
salem, where he might have the counsel of 
those learned in the Jewish law. 17. 

all (the people)] Apparently, all the mob, 
i. e. the Gentile population present. Sos- 
thenes, as the ruler of the synagogue 
(either the ruler, or one of the rulers ; 
perhaps he had succeeded Crispus), had 
been the chief of the complainant Jews, 
and therefore, on their cause being rejected, 
and themselves ignominiously dismissed, 
was roughly treated by the mob. From 
this, certainly the right explanation, has 
arisen the explanatory gloss, “ the Greeks*’ 
Another explanatory gloss, “ the Jews** is 
given ; and has sprung from the notion 
that this Sosthenes was the same person 
with the Sosthenes of 1 Cor. i. 1, a Christian 
and a companion of Paul. But, not to 
insist on the improbability of the party 
driven from the tribunal having beaten 
one of their antagonists in front of the 
tribunal , — why did they not beat JPaul him- 
self ? — there is no ground for supposing 
the two persons to be the same, Sosthenes 
being no uncommon name. If they were, 
this man must have been converted after- 
wards ; but he is not among those who ac- 
companied Paul into Asia, either in ver. 18, 
or ch. XX. 4. — The carelessness of Gallio 
about the matter clearly seems to be a 
further instance of his contempt for the 
Jews, and indisposition to favour them or 
their persecution of Paul. Had this been 
otherwise meant, certainly and would not 
have been the copula. * So little did the 
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Gallio cared for none of those things. And Baul after 
this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave 
of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him 
Priscilla and Aquila ; having ** shorn his head in Cen- ** 
chrea ; for he had a vow. And he came to Ephesus, ^ 
and left them there : but he himself entered into the 
synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews, When they 
desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented 
not; but bade them farewell, saying, I must by 
means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem ; hut\lL will 

^ omitted hy most of our oldest authorities. 


information against Paul prosper, that the 
informers themselves were beaten without 
interference of the judge.’ Meyer. 

18.] It has been considered doubtful whether 
the words having shorn his head in Cen- 
chr^a apply to JPaul^ the subject of the 
sentence, or to Aquila^ the last subject. 
I agree with Ncandcr that if we consider 
the matter carefully, there can be no doubt 
that they can only apply to Paul. For, 
although this vow differed from that of the 
Nazarite, who shaved his hair at the end of 
his votive period in the temple at Jeru- 
salem, and burnt it with his peace-offering 
(Nmn. vi. 1 — 21), Josephus gives us a de- 
scription of a somewhat similar one, where 
it appears that the hair was shaved thirty 
days before the sacrifice. At all events, 
no sacrifice could he offered any where 
hut at Jerusalem : and every such vow 
would conclude with a sacrifice. Now we 
find, on comparing the subsequent course 
of Aquila with that of Paul, — that the 
former did not go up to Jerusalem, but 
remained at Ephesus (ver. 26) : but that 
Paul hastened hy Ephesus, and did go up 
to Jerusalem : see ver. 22. Again, it would 
be quite irrelevant to the purpose of 
St. Luke, to relate such a fact of one of 
PauVs companions. That he should do so 
apologetically, to shew that the Apostle still 
countenanced conformity with the law, is a 
view which I cannot find justified by any 
features of this book : and it surely would 
be a very far-fetched apology, and one likely 
to escape the notice of many readers, seeing 
that Aquila would not appear as being under 
Paul’s influence, and even his conversion to 
the Gospel has not been related, but is lefb 
to be implied from ver. 26. Again, Meyer’s 
ground for referring the action to Aquila, — 
that his name is here placed after that of 
Ws wife, — is untenable, seeing that, for 
some reason, probably the superior cha- 
racter or office in the church, of Priscilla, 


the same arrangement is found (in the 
best MSS. at ver. 26, and) at Rom. xvi. 3 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 19. There need be no enquiry 
what danger can have prompted such a 
vow on his part, when we recollect the 
catalogue given by him in 2 Cor. xi. Be- 
sides, he had, since his last visit to Jeru- 
salem, been suffering from sickness (see 
note on ch. xvi. 6, and Introd. to Gal. 
§ 1. 3) : it is true, a considerable time ago, 
but this need not prevent our supposing 
that the vow may have been then made, to 
be paid on his next visit to Jerusalem. 
That he had not sooner paid it is accounted 
for by his having been since that time 
under continual pressure of preaching and 
founding churches, and having finally been 
detained by special command at Corinth. 
That he was now so anxious to pay it 
(ver. 21), consists well with the supposition 
of its having been long delayed. in Cen- 
chrga] Cenchr^a (pronounced Kenchr^a) 
was a village with a port, about eight miles 
from Corinth, forming its naval station 
on the Asiatic side, as Lechmum did on the 
Italian. There was soon after a Christian 
church there ; see Rom. xvi. 1. 19. 

Ephesus] Ephesus was the ancient capital 
of Ionia, and at this time, of the Roman 
proconsular province of Asia, — on the 
Cayster, near the coast, between Smyrna 
and Miletus. It was famed for its com- 
merce, but even more for its magnificent 
temple of Artemis (Diana ; see ch. xix. 24, 
27, and notes). See a full account of its 
situation and history, secular and Christian, 
in the Introduction to Eph. § 2. 2 — 6; and 
an interesting description, with plan, in 
Mr. Le win’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul, 
i. 344 ff. and left them there : but] 

I should understand this to mean, that the 
Jewish synagogue was outside the toivn, 
and that Phdscilla and Aquila were left in 
the town. 21.] The omission of the 

words here inserted in the oonunon text. 
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1 1 Cor. iv. 19 . return again unto you, ‘ if God will. And lie sailed from 
James iV.'is. Ephosus. And when he had landed at CaBsarea, and 
gone up, and saluted the church, he went down to 
Antioch. And after he had spent some time there, he 
u Gal. 1.2: departed, and went over alt] the country of “ Galatia 
xch.xw^22; and Phrygia in order, * strengthening all the disciples. 
yicor.’i.i2: 24 y ^ Certain Jew named ApoUos, born at Alexan- 

®- Tit.iii.i 8 . (Jria, an eloquent man, ® and mighty in the scriptures, 

^ omit: not in the original, 

• in the original, came to Ephesus, being mighty in the Scriptures. 


“ I must hy all means keep this feast that 
cometh in Jerusalem^ seems necessitated 
on the principle of being guided in doubt- 
ful cases by the testimony of our most 
ancient MSS. The text thus produced is 
the shortest and simplest, and the facts, of 
other glosses having been attempted on 
this verse, and of one MS. inserting the 
words without altering the construction to 
suit them, and of other variations, tend 
perhaps to throw discredit on the insertion. 
The gloss, if such it be, has probably been 
owing to an endeavour to conform the 
circumstances to those related in ch. xx. 16. 
If the words are to stand, and for those 
who read them, it may still be interesting 
to enquire at what feast they may be sup- 
posed to point. (1) Not at the Passover ; 
for the ordinary duration of the winter 
shutting up of the sea was till the vernal 
equinox. And we are not at liberty to 
assume an exceptional case, such as some- 
times occurred. Hence, if the voyage from 
Corinth at all approached the length of that 
from Philippi to Jerusalem in ch. xx., xxi., 
he would have set sail at a time when it 
would have been hardly possible. (2) Not 
at the Feast of Tabernacles. For if it were, 
he must have sailed from Corinth in August 
or September. Now, as he stayed there 
something more than a year and a half, his 
sea-voyage from Berooa to Athens would in 
this case have been made in the depth of 
winter ; which (especially as a choice of land 
or water was open to him) is impossible. 
(8) It remains, then, that the feast should 
have been Pentecost; at which Paul also 
visited Jerusalem, ch. xx. 16. The Apostle’s 
promise of return was fulfilled ch. xix. 1 ff. 

22. and gone np] to Jerusalem : 
for (1) it would be out of the question to 
suppose that Paul made the long detour by 
Ceesarea only to go up into the town from 
the beach, as supposed by most of those 
who omit the disputed words in ver. 21, 
and salute the disciples, — and (2) the ex- 
pression he went down to Antloon, which 


suits a journey from Jerusalem (ch. xi. 27), 
would not apply to one from Ciesarea. 
and saluted the church] The payment of 
his vow is not mentioned, partly because 
it is understood from the mere mention of 
the vow itself, ver. 18, — partly, perhaps, 
because it was privately done, and with no 
view to attract notice as in ch. xxi. 

23.] Paul’s visit to the chueohes 
IN Galatia and Pheyoia. — Either (1) 
Galatia is liere a general term including 
Lycaonia, and St. Paul went by Derbe, Lys- 
tra, Iconium, &c. as before in ch. xvi., or 
(2) he did not visit Lycaonia this time, 
but went through Cappadocia : to which 
also the words “ having passed through the 
upper tracts*" (ch. xix. 1) seem to point, 
“upper Asia” being the country east of 
the Halys. We find Christian churches 
in Cappadocia, 1 Pet. i. 1. On this 
journey, as connected with the state of the 
Galatian churches, see Introduction to Gal. 
§ 3. 1. in order implies that he regularly 
visited the churches, each as they lay in 
his route. — One work accomplished by him 
in this journey was the ordaining (but 
apparently not collecting) a contribution 
for the poor saints at Jerusalem; see 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1. — Timotheus and Erastus probably 
accompanied him, see ch. xix. 22 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 1 ; and Gains and Aristarchus, ch. xix. 
29 ; and perhaps Titus, 2 Cor. xii. 18 al. 
(and Sosthenes ? 1 Cor. i. 1, but see on 
ver. 17). 

24—28.] Apollos at Ephesus, and in 
Achaia. The name Apollos is abbre- 
viated from Apollonius, as Lucas from Lu- 
canus, <fec. born at Alexandria] literally, 
an Alexandrian by race. Alexandria was 
the great seat of the Hellenistic or later 
Greek language, learning, and philosophy 
(see ch. vi. 9). A large number of Jews 
had been planted there by its founder, 
Alexander the Great. The celebrated 
LXX version of the Old Test, was made 
there under the Ptolemies. There took 
place that remarkable fusion of Greek, 
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came to Ephesus. 26 This man ^ was instructed in the 
way of the Lord; and being * fervent in the spirit, he Eom.xii.ii. 
spake and taught ^ diligently the things * of the Lordy 
® knowing only the baptism of John. 26 he began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue : whom when Aquila and 
Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and ex- • 
poimded unto him the way of God ^ more perfectly, 27 And 
when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren 
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him : who, when 
he was come, ^helped them much which had believed ^'cor.ui.o. 
through grace : 28 fQj. j^e mightily convinced the J ews, 
and that publickly, ® shewing by the scriptures that Jesus 
was Christ. 

^ render, had been. 

^ render, accurately, and helovo, more accurately. The word is the same, 

* read, concerning Jesus. 

Oriental, and Judaic elements of thought Lord** in the ordinary text, it having been 
and belief, which was destined to enter so well imagined that he could not teach accu- 
widely, for good and for evil, into the rately the thingi concerning Jeans, if he 
minds and writings of Christians. We see did not know him to be the Messiah : 
in the providential calling of Apollos to the whereas by these words is imported that 
ministry, an instance of adaptation of the he knew and taught accurately the facts 
workman to the work. A masterly expo- respecting Jesus, but of the consequences 
sition of the Scriptures by a learned Hel- of that which he taught, of all which may 
lenist of Alexandria formed the most ap- be summed up in the doctrine of Christian 
propriate watering (1 Cor. iii. 6) for those baptism, he had no idea. knowing 

who had been planted by the pupil of only . . .] Meyer well remarks, that it is 
Gamaliel. The word rendered eloquent not meant that he was absolutely ignorant 
may mean learned. But the former mean- of the fact of there being such a thing as 
ing is most appropriate here, both because Christian baptism, but ignorant of its 
the peculiar kind of learning implied by being any thing difterent from that of 
it, acquaintance with stories and legends, John ; he knew, or recognized in baptism 
would not be likely to be predicated of only that which the baptism of John w’^as ; 
Apollos, — and because the subsequent a sign of repentance. 26. more 

words, mighty in the Scriptures, sufficiently accurately] The former accuracy was only 
indicate his learning, and in what it lay. in facts : this is the still more expanded 
26.] Apollos had received Qrom his accuracy of doctrine. That was merely 
youth ?) the true doctrine of the Messiah- ‘‘ the things concerning Jesus f as He lived 
ship of Jesus, as pointed out by John the and ministered on earth; this included 
Baptist ; doubtless from some disciple of also the promise of the Spirit, and its per- 
John ; but more than this he knew not. formance. 27. exhorting the disci- 

The doctrines of the Cross, — the Resurrec- pies to receive him] Probably this ex- 
tion, — the outpouring of the Spirit, — these hortation was given by Priscilla and Aquila 
were unknown to him : but more particu- principally. It may have been from their 
larly (from the words “ knoiving only the account of the Corinthian church, that he 
baptism of John**) the latter, as connected was desirous to go to Achaia. through 
with Christian baptism; see further on ch. gpraoe] These words may be joined with the 
xix. 2, 3.- — The mistake of supposing that verb helped, implying that the grace was in 
he did not know Jesus to he the Messiah, him. But the rendering in the text is much 
has arisen from the description of his subse- more probable, — those who had believed 
quent work at Corinth, ver. 28, but by no through grace. ** The for, which follows, 
means follows from it; this he did before, should be noticed. Hiscomingwasavaluable 
but not so completely. The same mistake assistance totheChristians against the Jews, 
has led to the alteration of Jeans into " the in the controversies which had doubtless 
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ft 1 Cor. 1. 19: 
iii. 5. 0. 


b ch. vlil. 18. 
nee 1 Sam. 
iii. 7. . 


c ch. xvill. 26. 


dMatt. Iii. 11. 
John i.l6, 27, 
80. ch.i. 6: 
xl. 16: xiU. 
24, 25. 


e ch. vili. 16. 


XTX. ^ And it came to pass, that, while * Apollos was 
at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper * coasts 
came to Ephesus : and finding certain disciples, ^ he said 
unto them, ^ ITave ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so 
much as heard whether there he any Holy Ghost. ^ And he 
said unto them. Unto what then were ye baptized ? And 
they said, ® Unto John’s baptism. ^ Then said P^aul, 
^ John [^verily'] baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should believe on him 
which should come after him, that is, on [® Christ] Jesus, 
s When they heard this, they were baptized ® in the name 


® render, parts, or tracts. 

a render. Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed ? 

^ render. We did not SO much as hear whether there were. ® omit. 


been going on since Paul’s departure.” Cony - 
bearc and Howson, edn. 2, ii. p. 10. 28. 

mightily convinced] The original word is a 
very forcible one, — he argpied down, as we 
say , — * 'proved in their teeth and then it has 
also the sense of continuity, — that this was 
not done once or twice, but continuously. 

Chap. XIX. 1—40.] Aebival, besi- 

DENCE, AND ACTS OP PATJL AT EpHESUS. 

1. the upper tracts] By this name 
were known, the eastern parts of Asia 
Minor, beyond the river Halys, or in com- 
parison with Ephesus, in the direction of 
that river. certain disciples] These 
seem to have been in the same situation as 
Apollos, see on ch. xviii. 25. They cannot 
have been mere disciples of John, on ac- 
count of when ye believed, which can bear 
no meaning but that of believing on the 
Lord Jesus: but they had received only 
John’s baptism, and had had no proof of 
the descent of the Holy Spirit, nor know- 
ledge of His gifts. 2.] The indefinite 
past tense in the original should be faith- 
fully rendered : not as A. V. ‘ Have ye 
received the Holy Ohost since ye helievedl* 
but Did ye receive the Holy Ohost when 
ye became believers 1 i. e. ‘ on your be- 
coming believers, had ye the gifts of the 
Spirit conferred on you V — as in ch. viii. 
16, 17. This is both grammatically neces- 
sary, and absolutely demanded by the sense; 
the enquiry being, not as to any reception 
of the Holy Ghost during the period since 
their baptism, but as to one simultaneous 
with their first reception into the church : 
and their i/wt having then received Him is 
accounted for by the deficiency of their 
Jbaptism, We did not so much as 
}^iar] Literally, on the contrary, not 


even . . . Here again, not, ‘ we have 
not heard,’ which would involve an ab- 
surdity ; “ for they could not be followers 
of Moses or of John the Baptist, without 
hearing of the Holy Ghost” (Bengel); — 
but we did not hew, at the time of our 
conversion: — Our reception into the faith 
was unaccompanied by any preaching of 
the office or the gifts of the Spirit, — our 
baptism was not followed by any imparting 
of His gifts ; we did not so much as hear 
Him mentioned. The stress of the sentence 
is on hearing : so far from receiving the 
Holy Ghost, they did not even hear of His 
existence. 3.] St. Paul’s question 

establishes the above rendering : — To what 
then (if ye did not so much as hear of the 
Holy Ghost at your first believing) were 
ye baptized 1 If the question and answer 
in ver. 2 regarded, as in A. V., the whole 
interval since their conversion, this enquiry 
would have been more naturally expressed 
in the perfect tense. Unto what] 

unto (with a view to, as introductory to) 
what profession 1 They answer. Unto (that 
indicated by) the baptism of John, viz. : 
repentance, and the believing on Jesus, 
then to come, but now (see ch. xviii. 25, 
note) the object of our faith. 5.] Two 

singular perversions of this verse have 
occurred : (1) the Anabaptists use it to 
authorize the repetition of Christian bap- 
tism, whereas it is not Christian baptism 
which was repeated, seeing that John’s bap- 
tism was not such, but only the baptism 
which they now for the first time received; 
and (2) some of the orthodox, wishing to 
wrest this weapon out of the hands of the 
Anabaptists, oddly enough suppose this 
verse to belong still to Paul’s discourse, an^ 
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of the Lord Jesus. ® And when Paul had ^laid his hands 
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and k they arch. u. 4: x. 
spake with tongues, and prophesied. 7 And all the men 
were about twelve. ® ^ And he went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing 
and persuading the things ^concerning the kingdom of 
God. ^ But ^when divers were hardened, and believed 
not,1but spake evil ^ of ^ that way before the multitude, he iBee^5.!ii. ‘ 2 : 
departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing vcr. 2 !L‘ 
daily in the school of one Tyrannus. And "'this con- ^jfeech.xx. 
tinned by the space of two years ; so that all they which 


^ render^ the 

to mean, * and the people when they heard 
him (John), were baptized into the name 
of the Lord Jesus' This obviously is 
contrary to fact, historically : and would 
leave our present narrative in a singular 
state : for Paul, having treated their bap- 
tism as insufficient^ would thus proceed on 
it to impose his hands, as if it were suf- 
ficient. in (into) the name of tne 

Lord Jesus] Two questions arise here : (1) 
Was it the ordinary practice to rebaptize 
those who had been baptized either by 
John or by the disciples (John iv. 1 f.) 
before baptism became, by the effusion of 
the JEfoly Spirit, the bath of regenera- 
tion V' This we cannot definitely answer. 
That it was sometimes done, this incident 
shews : but in all probability, in the cases 
of the majority of the original disciples, 
the greater baptism by the Holy Ghost 
and fire on the day of Pentecost super- 
seded the outward form or sign. The 
Apostles themselves received only this 
baptism (besides probably that of John): 
and most likely the same was the case with 
the original believers. But of the three 
thousand who were added on the day of 
Pentecost, very many must have been 
already baptized by John; and all were 
rebaptized without enquiry. (2) \Vhat 
conclusion can we deduce from this verse 
respecting the use or otherwise of baptism 
in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Fioly Ohost, in the apostolic 
period ? The only answer must be, that at 
that early time we have no indication of set 
formula? in the administration of either 
sacrament. Such formulae arose of neces- 
sity, when precision in formal statement of 
doctrine became an absolute necessity in 
the church : and the materials for them 
were found ready in the word of God, who 
has graciously provided for all necessities of 
His church in all time. But, in matter of 


see ch. Lx. 2. 

fact, such a baptism as this was a baptism 
into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. As Jews, these men were already 
servants of the living God— and by putting 
on the Son, they received in a new and 
more gracious sense the Father also. And 
in the sequel of their baptism, the impo- 
sition of hands, they sensibly became re- 
cipients of God the Holy Ghost. Where 
such manifestations were present, the form 
of words might be wanting ; but with us, 
who have them not, it is necessary and im- 
perative. Mr. Howson regards (i. 517 ; 
ii. 13) St. PauFs question in our ver. 3 as 
indicative that the name of the Holy Ghost 
was used in the baptismal formula. But 
the inference seems to me insecure. 

6.] See ch. viii. 17 ; x. 46, and note on 
ch. ii. 4 : and on the fact that they pro- 
phesied, ch. xi. 27, note. 9.] Pro- 
bably the school of Tyrannus was a private 
synagogue (called Beth Midrasch by the 
Jews), where he might assemble the be- 
lieving Jews quietly, and also invite the 
attendance of Gentiles to hear the word. 
But it is also possible that, as commonly 
supposed, Tyrannus may have been a Gen- 
tile sophist. The name occurs as a proper 
name, 2 Macc. iv. 40. 10. two years] 

We cannot derive any certain estimate of 
the length of St. PauFs stay in Ephesus 
from those words, — even if we add the 
three months of ver. 8, — for vv. 21, 22 
admit of an internal after the expiration 
of the two years and three months. And 
his own expression, ch. xx. 31, ** three 
whole years," implies that it was longer 
than from this chapter would at first sight 
appear. He probably (compare his an- 
nounced intention, 1 Cor. xvi. 8, with his 
expectation of meeting Titus at Troas, 2 Cor. 
ii. 12, 13, which shews that he was not 
far off the time previously arran^d) left 
Ephesus about or soon after the third Pen* 
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dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews 
n Mark iTi. so. and Greeks. And "God wrought ® special miracles by 
o *5.^ see the hands of Paul : ® ao that from his body were brought 

unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 
q^eM^kS' Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, ‘itook 
2; upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the 
name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus 
whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of 
one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 

And the evil spirit answered and S said, Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know ; but who are ye P And the man in 
whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame 
^ them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out 

® literally, nO common. ^ render. But. 

§f read, said unto them. ^ read, them both. 

tecost after that which he kept in Jerusa- foundation of His church. And He therefore 
lem. See Introd. to 1 Cor. § 6. all endues him with this extraordinary power, 
they which dwelt in Asia] Hyperbolical : But to argue by analogy from such a 
— all had the opportunity, and probably case, — to suppose that because our Lord 
some of every considerable town availed was able, and Peter, and Paul, and in 
themselves of it. To this long teaching of Old Test, times Elisha, were enabled, to 
St. Paul the seven churches of Asia owe exert this peculiar power, therefore the 
their establishment. 11. no common mi- same will be possessed by the body or 
racles] miracles of no ordinary kind. In relics of every real or supposed saint, is 
what they differed from the usual displays the height of folly and fanaticism. The 
of power by the Apostles, is presently true analogy tends directly the other way. 
related : viz. that even garments taken In no cases hut these do we find the power, 
from him were endued with miraculous even in the apostolic days : and the general 
power. 12.] Diseases, and possession cessation of all extraordinary gifts of the 

hy evil spirits, are here plainly distinguished Spirit would lead us to the inference that d 
from each other. The rationalists, and fortiori these, which were even then the 
semi-rationalists, are much troubled to rarest, have ceased also. 13.] See 

clear the fact related, that such hand- note on Matt. xii. 27, respecting the Jewish 
kerchiefs and aprons were instrumental exorcists. These men, seeing the success 
in working the cures, from participation of Paul’s agency in casting out devils, 
in what they are pleased to call a popular adopt the Name of Jesus in their own 
notion founded in superstition and error, exorcisms. 14. chief of the priests] 
But in this and similar narratives (see ch. The w^ord must be used in a wide sense. He 
V. 15, note) Christian faith finds no diffi- may have been chief of the priests resident 
culty whatever. All miraculous working is at Ephesus : or perhaps chief of one of the 
an exertion of the direct power of the All- twenty -four courses. 16.] The nar- 

powerful ; a suspension hy Him of His or- rative, from describing the nature of the 
dinary laws : and whether He will use any attempt, passes to a single case in which it 
instrument in doing this, or what instru- was tried, and in which (see below) two 
ment, must depend altogether on His own only of the brothers were apparently con- 
purpose in the miracle — the effect to be cemed. 16. them both] The weight 
produced on the recipients, beholders, or of MSS. evidence for this reading is even 
hearers. Without His special selection surpassed by its internal probability. There 
and enabling, all instruments were vain ; would be every reason, as seven have been 
with these, all are capable. In the present before mentioned, for altering it : but no 
case, as before in ch. v. 15, it was His pur- imaginable one for substituting it for that 
pose to exalt His Apostle as the Herald of of the common text. Two only, it would 
His gospel, and to lay in Ephesus the strong seem, were thus employed on this particular 
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of that house naked and wounded. And this was known 
to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus ; and 
■■fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was magnified, And many that believed came, and 
* confessed, and shewed their deeds, Many of them « Matt. lu. e. 
also which used curious arts brought their books together, 
and Jburned them before all men : and they counted the 
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

20 ^So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. tch. vi.7,12, 

2^ “ After these things were ended, * Paul purposed in j 
the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying. After I have been 
there, ^1 must also see Pome. 22 Sq ij^to Mace- ^ ' 

donia two of * them that ministered unto him, Timotheus 
and * Erastus ; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season * Rom. 

’ ^ ^ * xvi. 28.] 2 

23 And '’the same time there arose no small stir about bJcSni.l^ 
^that way, 24 ^ certain man named Demetrius, a 

^ render, the : see cA. ix. 2 . 

occasion ; and St. Luke has retained the the legitimate centre of his apostolic 
word as it stood in the record furnished to working. Or perhaps he speaks under 
him. Whether any similar occurrence some divine intimation that ultimately he 
happened to the rest, we are not informed : should be brought to Rome. If so, his 
this one is selected as most notorious. words were literally fulfilled. He did see 

18.] The natural effect of such an occur- Rome, when he had been at Jerusalem this 
rence was to induce a horror of magical next time : but after considerable delay, 
arts, &c., which some were still continuing and as a prisoner. Compare the same 
to countenance or practise secretly, together design as expressed by him, Rom. i. 15; 
with a profession of Christianity, Such xv. 23 — 28 ; and Paley^s remarks in the 
persons now came forward and confessed Hor® Paulinfe. 22.] He intended 

their error. The deeds mentioned in this himself to follow, after Pentecost, 1 Cor. 
verse were probably the association with xvi. 8. This mission of Timothy is alluded 
such practices ; the next verse treats of to 1 Cor. iv. 17 (see also 1 Cor. i. 1) ; xvi. 
the magicians themselves. 19. their 10. The object of it was to bring these 
books] These books consisted of magical churches in Macedonia and Achaia into re- 
formulee, or receipt-hooks, or written amu- membrance of the ways and teaching of 
lets. These last were celebrated by the Paul. It occurred shortly before the writing 
name of JSphesian scrolls. They were of 1 Cor. He was (1 Cor. xvi. 11) soon 
copies of the mystic words engraved on to return:— but considerable uncertainty 
the image of the Ephesian Artemis (Diana), hangs over tliis journey. We find him 
fifty thousand pieces of silver] again with Paul in Macedonia, 2 Cor. i. 1 : 
50,000 drachmae, i. e. denarii : for the but apparently he had not reached Co- 
drachma of the Augustan and following riiith. See 1 Cor. xvi., as above ; and 
ages was the Roman denarius — about 8^d. 2 Cor. xii. 18, where he would probably 

of our money : which makes the entire have been mentioned, had he done so. — On 
value about £1770. 21. these things] the difficult question respecting a journey 

The occurrences of vv. 19, 20. in of Paul himself to Corinth dui-ing this 

the spirit] An expression mostly used by period, see notes, 2 Cor. xii. 14; xiii. 1, — 
St. Paul, see Rom. i. 9 ; viii. 16 ; xii. 11 : and Introduction to 1 Cor. § 5. Erastus] 
1 Cor. ii. 4 ; V. 3, 4 ; xiv. 14, and other This Erastus can hardly be identical with 
places. I must also see Borne] As he the Erastus of Rom. xvi. 23, who must 
was sent to the Gentiles, he saw that the have been resident at Corinth : see there : 
great metropolis of the Gentile world was and therefore hardly either with the Erastus 
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silversmitli, which made silyer shrines for ^ Diana, brought 
no small ^ gain unto the craftsmen ; whom he called 
together with the workmen of like occupation, and said. 
Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. 
2^5 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, 
but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded 
c turned away much people, saying that ^ they be no 

10-20. *jer. go(ig^ which are made with hands : so that not only 

this our craft is in danger to be set at nought ; but also 
that the temple of the great goddess ^ Diana should be 
despised, and her magnificence should he destroyedy whom 
all Asia and the world worshippeth. ^8 And when they 
heard [f these sayings'] they were full of wrath, and cried 
out, saying. Great is ^ Diana of the Ephesians. ^9 And 
dRom.pl. 28 . the \f whole] city was filled with confusion: and having 
e cauffht ^ Gains and ® Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, 

phiiem. 24 . PauFs compunions in travel, they rushed with one accord 

^ The Greek is Artemis. Diana is the Homan name, 

^ render both times^ employment. 

^ ready she should be deposed from her greatness. 

not expressed in the original, ® omit, 

of 2 Tim. iv. 20 : see note tlierc. 24. was restored with increased magnificence, 
silver shrines] These were small models of and accounted one of the wonders of the 
the celebrated temple of the Ephesian ancient world. Its dimensions were 425 
Artemis (Diana), with her statue, which it by 220 feet, and it was surrounded by 127 
was the custom to carry on journeys, and columns, 60 feet higli. It was standing in 
place in houses, as a charm. We may find all its gi’andeur at this time. See Conybearc 
an exact parallel in the usages of that and Howson, eh. xvi. vol. ii. pp. 841F. 
corrupt form of Christianity, which, what- 29. having caught] It is not implied that 
ever it may pretend to teach, in practice they seized Gaius and Aristarchus before 
honours similarly the '‘great goddess” of they rushed into the theatre: but rather 
its imagination. 25. of like occu- that the two acts were simultaneous, 

pation^ i. e. manufacturers of aU sorts of Gaius] A ditterent person from the Gaius 
memorials or amulets connected with the of ch. xx. 4, who was of Derhe, and from 
worship of Artemis (Diana). — Mr. Howson the Gaius of Rom. xvi. 23, and 1 Cor. i. 15, 
(ii. p. 98) suggests that possibly Alexander who was evidently a Corinthian. Aris- 
the coppersmith may have been one of tarchus is mentioned ch. xx. 4 ; xxvii. 2 ; 
these craftsmen ; see 2 Tim. iv. 14. Col. iv, 10 ; Philem. 24. He was a native 

26.] The people believed that the images of Thessalonica. into the theatre] 
themselves were gods : see ch, xvii. 29, and The resort of the populace on occasions of 
the citation from Plutarch in ray Greek excitement. 'Of the site of the theatre. 
Test.— And so it is invariably, wherever the scene of the tumult raised by Deme- 
images are employed professedly as media trius, there can be no doubt, its ruins 
of worship. 27.] hut that eventually being a \NTeck of immense grandeur. I 
even the temple itself of the great goddess think it must have been larger than the 
Artemis will be counted for nothing, one at Miletus ; and that exceeds any I 

“ GrecA ” was the usual epithet of the have elsewhere seen Its form alone 

Ephesian Artemis. — The temple of Artemis can now be spoken of, for every seat is 
at Ephesus, having been burnt to the removed, and the proscenium is a lieap of 
ground by Herostratus on the night of the ruins.' Fellows, Asia Minor, p. 274. ' The 
birth of Alexander the Great (b.o. 855), theatre of Ephesus is said to be the largest 
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into the theatre. And when Paul would have entered 
in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not. And 
certain of the ^ chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent 
unto him, desiring him that he would not adventure 
himself into the theatre. Some therefore cried one 
thing, and some another : for the assembly was confused ; 
and the more part knew not wherefore they were come 
together. ^3 ^nd ^ they drew Alexander out of the mul- 
titude, the Jews putting him forward. And ^Alexander 
^ beckoned with the hand, and would have made his ^ ch.'Ai 17. 
defence unto the people. ^4? when they knew that he 
was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two 
hours cried out. Great ie ^ Diana of the Ephesians. And 
when the townclerk had appeased the ^people, he said, Ye 
men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how 
that the city of the Ephesians is a ^worshipper of the 
great goddess ^ Diana, and of the image which fell down 
from Jupiter ? ^6 Seeing then that these things cannot be 

spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing 
rashly. ^7 Eor ye have brought hither these men, which 


^ see note. 

^ render, some of the multitude drew forth Alexander. 
® render, multitude. 

^ literally, a temple-keeper : see note. 


known of any that have remained to us 
from antiquity.' Conybeare and Howson, 
ii. p. 83, note 3. 31. certain of the 

chief of Asia] Literally, of the Asiarchs. 
These Asiarchs were officers elected by the 
cities of the province of Asia to preside 
over their games and religious festivals. 
Of these it would bo natural that the one 
who for the time presided would bear the 
title of ^Hhe Asiarch but no more is 
known of such presidency. The Asiarch 
Philip at Smyrna is mentioned by Eusebius 
as presiding in the amphitheatre at the 
martyrdom of Polycarp. Tliese Ephesian 
games in honour of Artemis took place in 
May, which whole month (another sin- 
gular coincidence with the practices of 
idolatrous Christendom) was sacred to, and 
named Artemisian after, the goddess. 

33. drew forth] i. e. urged forward, 
through the crowd; the Jews pushing him 
on from behind. — Alexander does not seem 
to be mentioned elsewhere (but see on 
2 Tim. iv. 14). He appears to have been 
a Christian convert from Judaism, whom 
the Jews were willing to expose as a 


victim to the fury of the mob : or perhaps 
one of themselves, put forward to clear 
them of blame on the occasion. 34. 

when they knew that he was a Jew] They 
would hear nothing from a Jew, as being 
an enemy of image-worship. 36.] The 
townclerk is the nearest English office 
corresponding to that here mentioned in 
the original. He was the keeper of the 
archives, and public reader of decrees, &c., 
in the assemblies. The word here 

rendered worshipper probably means a 
virger, or adorner of the temple : here used 
as implying that Ephesus had the charge 
and keeping of the temple. The title is 
found on inscriptions as belonging to 
Ephesus ; and seems to have been specially 
granted by the emperors to particular 
cities. of the image which fell down 
from Jupiter] To give peculiar sanctity to 
various images, it was given out that they 
had fallen from heaven. See examples in 
my Greek Test. This artifice also has been 
imitated by the paganized Christianity of 
the wretch^ Church of Rome. 87.] 
From this verse it appears that Paul had 
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are neither robbers of * ehiircheSy nor yet blasphemers of 
your goddess. Wherefore if Demetrius, and the crafts- 
men which are with him, have a matter against any man, 
y the law is open^ and there are deputies : let them implead 
one another. ^9 J3^t if ye enquire any thing concerning 
other matters, it shall be determined in lawful as- 
sembly. ^ For we are in danger to be called in question 
for this day’s uproar, there being no cause whereby we 
may give an account of this concourse. And when he 
had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. 

XX. 1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called 
K 1 Cor. xvi 5. unto him the disciples, ^ and embraced theniy and ® departed 
for to go into Macedonia. ^ And when he had gone over 
those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he 
came into Greece, ^ and there abode three months. And 
i?' ^when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail 
conxi. 26 . into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. 
^ And there accompanied him into Asia ^ Sopater of Bercea ; 

* letter, temples. y render, court-days are held. 

* render, the. 

^ read, and exhorted them, and bade them farewell. 

^ read, Sopater [the son] of Pyrrhus, a Beroean. 

proceeded at Ephesus with the same able to give an account, i. e. * no ground 
caution as at Athens, and had not held up whereon to build the possibility of our 
to contempt the worship of Artemis, any giving an account/ 

further than unavoidably the truths which Chap. XX. 1 — XXI. 16.] Joueney of 
he preached would render it contemptible. Paul to Macedonia and Geeece, and 
This is also manifest from his having thence to Jeeusalem. 2.] Notices 
friends among the Asiarchs, ver. 31. Chry- of this journey may be found 2 Cor. ii. 12, 
sostom, however, treats this assertion of 13 ,* vii. 5, 6. He delayed on the way 
the town-clerk merely as a device to ap- some time at Troas, waiting for Titus, — 
pease the people ; ** this,” he says, “ was a — broke off his preaching there, though 
lie, and was said only for the populace.” prosperous, in distress of mind at his non- 
88. court' days are held] The sen- arrival, 2 Cor. ii. 12, 13, — and sailed for 
tence implies that they were then actually Macedonia, where Titus met him, 2 Cor. 
going on. They were the periodical assizes vii. 6. That Epistle was written during it, 
of the district, held by the proconsul and from Macedonia (see 2 Cor, ix. 2, ‘ I am 
his assessors (see below). deputies] boasting'). He seems to have gone to the 
i. e.,-~8ee on ch. xiii. 7, — proconsuls ; the coniines at least of Illyria, Rom. xv. 19. 
fit ofl&cers before whom to bring these them] The Macedonian brethren, 

causes. So the Commentators generally. Chreece] Achaia : see ch. xix. 21. 

But perhaps the assessors of the proconsul 8. there abode] This stay was 

may have themselves popularly Iwme the made at Corinth, most probably : see 
name. let them implead one another] 1 Cor. xvi. 6, 7 : and was during the 
i. e. let them (the plaintiffs and defendants) winter ; see below on ver. 6. During it 
plead against one another. 39.] The the Epistle to the Romans was written : 
definite article points out the regularly see Introduction to Rom. § 4. as he 
recurring assembly, of which they all knew, was about to sail] This purpose, of going 
&.] He here assumes that this from Corinth to Palestine by sea, is implied 
assembly was an unlawful one. The ch. xix. 21, and 1 Cor. xvi. 3—7. 
meaning is. There being no ground why 4. into (as far as) Asia] It is not hereby 
(i. e. in consequence of which) we shall be implied that they went no further than to 
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and of the Thessalonians, ° Aristarchus and Secundus ; and 
^ Gains of Derbe, and ^Timotheus ; and of Asia, ^Tychicus dJh.x®x. 29 . 
and Trophimus. ^ These going before tarried for us at 
Troas. ® And ® we sailed away from Philippi, after ^ the Tk!?iL 
days of unleavened bread, and came unto them * to 
Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 7 AndjJjf;,^f” ^* 
upon ^ the first day of the week, when ^ the disciples canje I Sm.'iV! u. 

k 1 Cor. ivi. 

Rev. i. 10. 

® render, we OUrselveS. 

^ ready with all our ancient authorities, we. 


Asia : Trophimus (ch. xxi. 29) and Aristar- 
chus (ch. xxvii. 2), and probably others, as 
the bearers of the aims from Macedonia 
and Corinth (1 Cor. xvi. 3, 4), accompanied 
liirn to Jerusalem. Sopater [the son] 

of Pyrrhus, a Beroean] This mention of his 
father is perhaps made to distinguish him 
(?) fi’om Sosipater, who was with Paul at 
Corinth (Rom. xvi. 21). The name Pyrrhus 
has in our copies been erased as that of an 
unknown person, and because the mention 
of the father is unusual in the N. T. ; — no 
possible reason can be given for its inser- 
tion by copyists. Aristarchus] See 

ch. xix. 29 ; xxvii. 2 ; Col. iv. 10 j Philem. 
24. — Secundus is altogether unknown. — 
The Gains here is not the Gains of ch. xix. 
29, who was a Macedonian, The epithet 
of Berbe is inserted for distinction's sake. 
Timotheus was from Lystra, which pro- 
bably gives occasion to his being mentioned 
here in close company with Gains of Derbe. 
The name Caius (Gains) was far too com- 
mon to create any difficulty in there 
being two, or three (see note, ch. xix. 29) 
companions of Paul so called. of Asia, 
Tychicus and Trophimus] Tychicus is 
mentioned Eph. vi. 21, as sent (to Ephesus 
from Rome) with that Epistle. He bore 
also that to the Colossians, Col. iv. 7, at 
the same time. See also 2 Tim. iv. 12 ; 
Tit. iii. 12. — Trophimus, an Ephesian, was 
in Jerusalem with Paul, ch. xxi. 29 : and 
had been, shortly before 2 Tim. was written, 
left sick at Miletus. (See Introduction to 
2 Tim. § 1. 5.) 6. These] The per- 

sons mentioned in ver. 4 : not only Tyclii- 
cus and Trophimus. The mention of 
Timotheus in this list, distinguished from 
those included under the word us, has 
created an insuperable difficulty to those 
who suppose Timotheus himself to be the 
narrator of what follows : which certainly 
cannot be got over (as De Wette) by sup- 
posing that Timotheus might have inserted 
himself in the list, and then tacitly ex- 
cepted himself by the us afterwards. The 
truth is apparent here, as well as before. 


ch. xvi. 10 (where see note), that the 
anonymous narrator was in very intimate 
connexion with Paul ; and on this occasion 
we find him remaining with him when the 
rest went forward. iToiug before 

4c. . .] For what reason, is not said : but 
we may well conceive, that if they bore the 
contributions of the churches, a better op- 
portunity, or safer ship, may have deter- 
mined Paul to send them on, he himself 
having work to do at Iffiilippi ; or perhaps, 
again, as Meyer suggests, Paul may have 
remained behind to keep the days of un- 
leavened bread. But then why should not 
they have remained too ? The same motive 
may not have operated with them ; but in 
that case no reason can be given why they 
should have been sent on, except as above. 
It is not impossible that both may have 
been combined : — before the end of the days 
of unleavened breaxl, a favourable oppor- 
tunity occurs of sailing to Troas, of w'hich 
they, with their charge, avail themselves ; 
Paul and Luke waiting till the end of 
the feast, and taking the risk of a less 
desirable conveyance. That the feast had 
something to do with it, the mention of 
after the days of unleavened bread seems 
to imply : such notices being not inserted 
ordinarily by Luke for the sake of 
dates. The assumption made by some 
that the rest of the company sailed at once 
for Troas from Corinth, while l^aul and 
Luke went by land to Philippi, is incon- 
sistent with the w'ords used in the opening 
of ver. 4. — IVom the notice here, we learn 
that Paul’s stay in Europe on this occasion 
was about three-quarters of a year: viz. 
from shortly after Pentecost, when he left 
Ephesus (see on ch. xix. 10), to the next 
Easter. 6 . in five days] The wind 
must have been adverse : for the voyage 
from Troas to Philippi (Neapolis) in ch, 
xvi. 11, seems to have been made in two 
days. It appears that they arrived on a 
Monday. — Compare notes, 2 Cor. ii. 12 ff, 
*7. upon the first day of the week] 
We have here an intimation of the con- 
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^gether ^ to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready 
xi.2o,«io. depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until 
m ch. 1. 18. midnight. ® And there were many lights in the upper 

chamber, where ® they were gathered together. ^ And 
there sat ^in a loindow a certain young man named 
Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep : and as Paul was 
long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down 
from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul 

n 1 KiTJM xvli. ' , T ^ 1 • 1 • *1 

ii:84. went down, and “fell on him, and embracing him said, 


® ready with all our ancient auihoHties, We. 
t render y on the wiiidow-seat. 


tinuance of the practice, which seems to 
have be{;^un immediately after the Resurrec- 
tion (see John xx. 26), of assembling on the 
first (lay of the week for religious purj)ose8. 
Perhaps the greatest proof of all, that this 
day was thus observed, may be found in 
the early (see 1 Cor. xvi. 2) and at length 
general prevalence, in the Oentile toorldy 
of the Jewish senen-day period as a division 
of time, — which was entirely foreign to 
Gentile habits. It can only have been 
introduced as following on the practice of 
esixicial honour paid to this day. Rut we 
find in the Christian Scri})tureH no trace of 
any sabbatical observance of this or any 
day ; nay, in Rom. xiv. 5 (where see note), 
St. Paul shews the untenableness of any 
such view under the Christian dispensation. 
The idea of the transference of the Jewish 
sabbath from the seventh day to the first 
was an invention of later times. to 

break bread] Heo note on ch, ii, 42. The 
breaking of bread in the Holy Communion 
was at this time inseparable from the 
ayapee or love feasts. It took place ap- 

parently in the evening (after the day’s work 
w’as ended), and at the end of the assem- 
bly, after the preaching of the word (ver. 
11). unto them, in the third person, 

the discourse being addressed to the 
disciples at Troaa : but the first person is 
used before and after, because all were 
assembled, and partook of the breaking 
of bread together. Not observing this, 
the copyists have altered we above into 
the disciples f and again into they below 
to suit this to them. 8. there were 
many lights] This may be noticed, as 
Meyer observes, to shew that the fall of the 
oung man could be well observed : or, per- 
aps, because many lights are apt to in- 
crease drowsiness at such times. Calvin 
and Bengel suppose it to have been done, — 
in order that all suspicion might be re- 
moved from the assembly, others that the 
lights were used for solemnit/s sake, — for 


that both Jews and Gentiles celebrated 
their festal days by abundance of lights. 
But surely the adoption of either Jewish 
or Gentile practices of this kind in the 
Christian assemblies was very improbable. 

9.] Wlio Eutychus was is quite un- 
uncertain. The occurrence of the name as 
b(}longing to slaves and freedmen (as it ap- 
pears from inscriptions), determines nothing. 

on the window-seat] The windows 
in the East were (and are) without glass, 
and with or without shutters. being 

fallen into a deep sleep] Literally, home 
down by a deep sleep. 1 believe the word 
is used here and below in the same sense, 
not, as usually intci*]>reted, here of the 
effect of sleep, and below of the fall caused 
by the sleep. It implies that relaxation of 
the system, and collapse of the muscular 
power, which is more or less indicated by 
our expressions 'falling asleep,* ‘ dropping 
asleep.* This etfeet is being produced in 
this clause, but as Paul was going on long 
discoursing, took complete possession of 
him, and having been overpowered, — 
entirely relaxed in consequence of the 
sleep, he fell. In the words, was 

taken up dead, here, there is a direct 
assertion, w hich can hardly be evaded by 
explaining it, ‘ was taken up for dead,' 
or by saying that it expresses the 
of those who took him up, as Meyer. It 
seems to me, that the supposition of a 
mere suspended animation is as absurd 
here as in the miracle of Jairus’s daughter, 
Luke viii. 41 — 56. Let us take the narra- 
tive as it stands. The youth falls, and 
is taken up dead : so much is plainly 
asserted. Paul, not a physician, but an 
Apostle, — gifted, not wdth medical discern- 
ment, but with miraculous power, goes 
dowm to him, falls on him and embraces 
him, — a strange proceeding for one bent on 
discovering suspended animation, but not 
so for one who bore in mind the action of 
Elijah (1 Kings xvii. 21) and Elisha (2 Kinga' 
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® Trouble not yourselves ; for his life is in him. AVhen 0Matt.ix.34. 
he therefore was come up again, and had broken S hready 
^nd eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, 
so he departed. they brought the young man 

alive, and were not a little comforted. And we went 
before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to 
take in Paul : for so had he appointed, minding himself 
to go afoot. And when he met with us at Assos, we 
took him in, and came to Mitylene. And we sailed 
thence, and came the next day over against Chios ; and 
the next day we ^arrived at Samos, and tarried at 
Trogyllium ; and the next day we came to Miletus. 

For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, ^ became ^ 
he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it 


fi* render^ the bread. ^ render, put ill to. 

i render, that he might not have to spend time. 


iv. 34), each time over a dead body,— oxid. 
having done this, not before, bids them not 
to be troubled, for his life was in him. I 
would ask any unbiassed reader, takinpf these 
details into consideration, which of the two 
is the natural interpretation, — and whether 
there can be any reasonable doubt that the 
intent of St. Luke is to relate a miracle of 
raising the dead, and that he mentions the 
falling on and embracing him as the out- 
ward significant means taken by the Apostle 
to that end ? 11.] The intended break- 

ing of bread had been put off by the acci- 
dent. The article here may import, * tlie 
bread which it was intended to break,' 
alluding to ver. 7 above. and 

eaten] The agape was a veritable meal. 
Not ^having tasted it,* viz. the bread 
which he had broken; — though that is 
implied, usage decides for the other mean- 
ing. bo] i. e. ‘ after so doing* 

12.] As in the raising of Jairus's daughter, 
our Lord commanded that something should 
be given her to eat, that nature might be 
recruited, so doubtless here rest and treat- 
ment were necessary, in order that the 
restored life might be confirmed, and the 
shock recovered. The time indicated by 
break of day must have been before or 
about 5 A.M. : which would allow about 
four hours since the miracle. We have 
here a minute but interesting touch of 
truth in the narrative. Paul, we learn 
afterwards, ver. 13, intended to go afoot. 
And accordingly here we have it simply 
related that he started away from Troas 
before hia companions, not remaining for 
the reintroduction of the now recovered 
VoL. I. 


Eutychus in ver. 12. 13. Assos] A 

sea-port (also called Apollonia, Plin. v. 32) 
in Mysia or Troas, opposite to Lesbos, 
twenty-four Roman miles from Troas, built 
on a high cliff above sea, with a precipitous 
descent. Paul's reason is not given for 
wishing to be alone : probably he had some 
apostolic visit to make. 14. Mitylene] 
The capital of Lesbos, on the E. coast 
of the island, famed for its beautiful situa- 
tion. It had two harbours ; the northern, 
into which their ship would sail, was largo 
and deep, and defended by a breakwater. 

15. we put in to Samos] Then 
they made a short run in the evening to 
Trogyllium, a cape and town on the Ionian 
coast, only five miles distant, where they 
spent the night. He had passed in front 
of the bay of Ephesus, and was now but 
a short distance from it. Miletus] 
The ancient capital of Ionia. See 2 Tim. 
iv. 20, and note. 16. Paul had deter- 
mined] We see here that the ship was 
at Paul's disposal, and probably hired at 
Philippi, or rather at Neapolis, for the 
voyage to Patara (ch. xxi. 1), where he 
and his company embark in a merchant 
vessel, going to Tyre. The separation of 
Paul and Luke from the rest at the be- 
ginning of the voyage may have been in 
some way connected with the hiring or 
outfit of this vessel. The expression he 
had determined is too subjectively strong 
to allow of our supposing that the Apostle 
merely followed the previously determined 
course of a ship in which he took a passage. 

to sail by (i. e. to omit visiting)] 
He may have been afraid of detention 
3 F 
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were possible for him, ^ to be at Jerusalem *^the day of 
cor.xVi.8. Pentecost. ^7 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the church. And when they were 
Bch.xyiii.w, come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, ®from the first 
day that I came into Asia, after what manner I ^have 
been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with \}many] tears, and tempta- 
tver.3. tions, which befell me *by the lying in wait of the Jews : 
uve^. 27 . 20 how I kept back nothing that was profitable 

unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you 
xch.xviii.6. publickly, and from house to house, 2i * testifying both to 
y Mark i. 15 . tho Jows, and also to the Greeks, ^ repentance toward God, 
47. ch.ii. faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 23 And now. 


^ render^ WaS. 

there, owing to the machinations of those 
who had caused the uproar in ch. xix. 
Another reason has been given : “ He 
seems to have feared that, had he run up 
the long gulf to Ephesus, he might be de- 
tained in it by the westerly winds, which 
blow long, especially in the spring.’* But 
these would affect him nearly as much at 
Miletus. 17.] The distance from Mi- 
letus to Ephesus is about thirty miles. 
He probably, therefore, stayed three or 
four days altogether at Miletus. the 
elders] called, ver. 28, bishops. This cir- 
cumstance began very early to contradict 
the growing views of the apostolic insti- 
tution and necessity of prelatical epis- 
copacy. Thus Iremeus (Cent. 2), He 
called together at Miletus the bishops and 
presbyters (elders), who came from Ephesus 
and the rest of the churches near.” Here 
we see (1) the two, bishops and presbyters, 
distinguished, as if both were sent for, in 
order that the titles might not seem to 
belong to the same persons, — and (2) other 
neighbouring churches also brought in, in 
order that there might not seem to be 
bishops in one church only. That neither 
of these was the case, is clearly shewn by 
the plain words of this verse : he sent to 
JEphesus, and summoned the elders of the 
oimrch^ So early did interested and dis- 
ingenuous interpretations begin to cloud 
the light which Scripture might have 
thrown on ecclesiastical questions. The 
A. V. has hardly dealt fairly in this case 
with the sacred text, in rendering the 
designation episoopous, ver. 28, 'overseers:* 
whereas it ought there, as in all other places, 
to have been bishops, that the fact of 
elders and bishops having been originally 
and apostolically synonymous might be 


^ omit, 

apparent to the ordinary English reader, 
which now it is not. 18.] The evi- 
dence furnished by this speech as to the 
literal report in the Acts of the words 
spoken by St. Paul, is most important. It 
is a treasure-house of words, idioms, and 
sentiments, peculiarly belonging to the 
Apostle himself. See this shewn in my 
Greek Test. The contents of the speech 
may be thus given : He reminds the elders 
of his conduct among them (vv. 18—21) : 
announces to them his final separation 
from them (vv. 22 — 25) : and commends 
earnestly to them the fioch committed to 
their charge, for which he himself had by 
word and work disinterestedly laboured (vv. 
26—35). from the first day] These 
words hold a middle place, partly with 
"ye know,** partly with "after what man- 
ner I was with you.** The knowledge on 
their part was coextensive with his whole 
stay among them ; so that we may take the 
words with ye know, at the same time 
carrying on their sense to what follows. 

I was with yon] So 1 Thess. i. 
5, ii. 10. See 1 Cor. ix. 22. 19. 

serving the Lord] With the sole exception 
of the assertion of our Lord, ‘Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon,’ Matt. vi. 24; 
Luke xvi. 13, this peculiar verb {" to be a 
bond-servant to**), for ‘ serving God,’ is used 
by Paul only, and by him seven times, viz. 
Eom. vii. 6, 25 ; xii. 11 ; xiv. 18 ; xvi. 18 ; 
Phil. ii. 22; Col. iii. 24; 1 Thess. i. 9. 

with all humility of mind] Also a 
Pauline expression, 2 Cor. viii. 7 ; xii. 12. 

temptations] See especially Gal. iv. 
14. 20. I kept back nothing] So 

again ver. 27. The sense in Gal. ii. 12 is 
similar, though not exa<!tly identical — 
‘ reserved himself,’ withdrew himself from 
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behold, *I go bound in ^the spirit unto Jerusalem, not *ch.iix.«. 
knowing the things that shall befall me there : save 

that ®the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. 24 2^^ 
them things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself ^ so that I might finish my course with joy, ^ and the 
ministry, ® which I have received of the Lord Jesus, toeGaf.i.V 
testu}^ the gospel of the grace of God. 25 now, 
behold, know that ye all, among whom I have gone a, 

preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 

^ better, my spirit : see note. 

^ read, I hold my life of no account, nor is it so precious to me as 
the finishing of my course : omitting all else. 


any open declaration of sentiments. In 
Heb. X. 38 it is different. 22. bound 
in my spirit] This interpretation is most 
probable, both from the construction, and 
from the usage of the expression re- 
peatedly by and of St. Paul in the sense of 
%is own spirit. See ch. xvii, 16, where 
the principal instances are given. Com- 
pare Rom. xii. 11 ; 1 Cor. v. 3 ; 2 Cor. ii. 
13, and ch. xix. 21. J3bw he was bound 
in the spirit, is manifest, by comparing 
other passages, where the Holy Spirit of 
God is related to have shaped his apostolic 
course. He was bound, by the Spirit of 
God leading captive, constraining, his own 
spirit. — As he went up to Jerusalem hound 
in his spirit, so he left J udma again hound 
in the Jlesh, — a pri^soner according to the 
flesh. — He had no detailed knowledge of 
futurity — nothing but what the Holy 
Spirit, in general forewarnings, repeated 
at every point of his journey {city hy city ; 
see ch. xxi. 4, 11, for two such instances), 
announced, viz. imprisonment and tribu- 
lations. That here no inner voice of the 
Spirit is meant, is evident from the words. 

23. the Holy Ghost witnesseth] 
Compare Rom. viii. 16. 24.] The 

reading in the mar^n, amidst all the 
varieties, seems to be that out of which 
the others have all arisen, and whose 
difficulties they more or less explain. And 
the meaning will be, ‘ I do not value my 
life, in comparison with the finishing my 
course* the finishing of my course] 
See the same image, wuth the same word 
remarkably expanded, Phil. iii. 12 — 14. 

my course] A similitude peculiar 
to Paul : occurring, remarkably enough, 
in his speech at ch. xiii. 25. He uses it 
without this word, at 1 Cor. ix. 24 — 27, 
and Phil. iii. 14. which I have re- 
eeived] Compare Rom. i. 5, " hy whom we 


[have'] received grace and apostleship** 
25.] It has been argued from the 
words among whom I have gone, that 
the ciders of other churches besides that 
of Ephesus must have been present. But 
it might just as w’ell have been argued, 
that every one to whom St. Paul had there 
preached must have been present, on ac- 
count of the words ye aU. If he could 
regard the elders as the representatives 
of the various churches, of which there 
can bo no doubt, why may not he similarly 
have regarded the Ephesian elders as 
representatives of the churches of pro- 
consular Asia, and have addressed all in 
addressing them ? Or may not these 
words have even a wider application, viz. 
to all who had been the subjects of his 
former personal ministry, in Asia and 
Europe, now addressed through the Ephe- 
sian elders ? — »See the question, whether 
Paul ever did see the Asiatic churches 
again, discussed in the Introduction to the 
Pastoral Epistles, § 2. 18 ff. 1 may re- 
mark here, that such an expression in the 
mouth of St. Paul, does not necessarily 
imply that he spoke from divine and un- 
erring knowledge, but expresses his .own 
conviction of the certainty of what he is 
saying : see ch. xxvi. 27, which is much to 
our point, as expressing his firm persuasion 
that king Agrippa wa>s a believer in the 
prophets : but certainly no infidlible know- 
ledge of his heart: — Rom. xv. 29, where 
also a firm persuasion is expressed ; — Phil, 
i. 19, 20, where his knowledge, ver. 19, is 
explained to rest on his expectation and 
hope, in ver. 20. So that he may here 
ground his expectation of never ^eing 
them again, on the plan of making a 
journey into the west after seeing Rome, 
which he mentions Rom. xv. 24, 28, and 
from which, with bonds and imprisonment 

r 2 
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26 Wherefore I take you to * record this day, that I am 
^scorTrii.'j. 6 pure from the blood of all men. 27 Por '*1 have not 
I’lTSkeyi'i.jo. shunned to declare unto you all 'the counsel of God. 
kf?Mm:iv:ia. ’"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
1 1 9 or!'xVi.* 28 . flock, over the which the Holy Ghost ’hath made you 
y^^coi.i.H. p overseers^ to feed the church of God, ^ which he [J hath'] 
Kev.Vo!®’ purchased "with his own blood, jPg^.] j know this], 
I ifut vn 16 departing ® shall grievous wolves enter in 

piTun.’hib. among you, not sparing the flock, Also, ^of your own 
1 John li. 19. shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 

away ^disciples after them, Therefore watch, and re- 
qch.xu.io. member, that ^by the space of three years I ceased not to 
rHeb.xiii.9. wam evorv one niffht and day with tears. And now, 

Bch. ii. 81 . ^ ° 1 1 p -1 • 

" Kph.Y‘i8®’ brethren, I commend you to God, and ^ to the word of his 
liLal'.^ Heb. grace, which is able ® to build you up, and to give you ^ an 
ni Batn xii 8 umong all them which are sanctified. 83 uj 

have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. ^4. Yea, 
xcJlxVhl’aJ’ ye yourselves know, ^that these hands have ministered 
jThSJ:iii.l ui^to my necessities, and to them that were with me. 


® render, witness. P render, bishopS, 

^ The most ancient authorities hare, as here, God; some of the very ancient 
have, the Lord : the early Syriac version, and Origen, have, Christ : many 
others have, the Lord and God. 

r omit, ® render, the disciples. 


and other dangers awaiting him, he 
might well expect never to return. Con- 
sequently, what he here says need not 
fetter our judgment on the above question. 

28. the flock] This similitude does 
not elsewhere occur in Paufs writings. 
We find it, where we should naturally 
expect it, used by him to whom it was 
said, ‘ Feed my sheep/ 1 Pet. v, 2, 3. But 
it is common in the O. T. and sanctioned 
by the example of our Lord Himself : Luke 
xii. 32. over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you . . .] See ch. xiii. 2. 

bishops] See on ver. 17, and Theo- 
doret on Phil. i. 1, ** The Apostle calls the 
elders (presbyters) bishops; for at that 
time they had both names.” the 

church of God] On the variety of reading 
here, and the reasons which have led me 
to adhere to that in the text, see in my 
Greek Test. 29. grievous wolves] 
Not persecutors, but false teachers, from 
the words enter in among you,** by which 
it appears that they were to come in among 
the JlecJc, i. e. to be baptized Christians. 
In fact ver. 30 is explanatory of the meta- 
phoric meaning of ver. 29. 80.] your 


own selves does not necessarily signify the 
presbyters: he speaks to them as being 
the whole flock. 31.] On the three 
years spoken of in this verse, see note, 
ch. xix. 10. We may just remark here (1) 
that this passage being precise and definite, 
must be the master-key to those others (as 
in ch. xix.) which give wide and indefinite 
notes of time : and (2) that it seems at 
first sight to preclude the idea of a journey 
(as some think) to Crete and Corinth 
having taken place during this period. 
But this apparent inference may require 
modifying by other circumstances : compare 
Introduction to 1 Cor. § v. 4. 32. 

which is able] Clearly spoken of Ood, 
not of the word of Sis grace, which cannot 
be said to give an inheritance, however it 
might build up. — ^fhe expression an in- 
heritance among all them that are sane- 
tified** is strikingly similar to **his inhe- 
ritance in the saints** Eph. i. 18, addressed 
to this same church. See also ch. xxvi. 18. 

83.] See 1 Sam. xii. 3 ; and for 
similar avowals by Paul himself, 1 Cor. ix. 
11, 12 ; 2 Cor. xi. 8, 9 ; xii. 13. 34. 

these hands] Also strikingly in Paul's 
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I have shewed you all things, ^how that so labouring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words 
of the Lord J esus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 2 

than to receive. ^6 And when he had thus spoken, he ThMs.iii.s. 
® kneeled down and prayed with them all. 37 And they all 
wept sore, and ^fell on PauFs neck, and kissed him, aGen.^ir.u: 
33 sorrowing most of all for the words which he^spake, bver.ss. 
that they should see Bis face no more. And they accom- 
panied him unto the ship. 

XXI. ^ And it came to pass, that after we ^ icere gotten 
from them, and had launched, we came with a straight 
course unto * Coos, and the day following unto Rhodes, 
and from thence unto Patara : “ and finding a ship sailing 
over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth. 3 ]^ow 
when we had discovered Cjrprus, we left it on the left 
hand, and sailed y into Syria, and landed at Tyre : for 

t render, had spoken. ^ render, had tom ourselves away. 

* render, CoS. y render, for, or toWards. 


manner: compare “these bonds,** ch. xxvi. 
29, — and ch. xxviii. 20. See 1 Cor. iv. 
12, which he wrote when at Ephesus. — 
Observe, mmistered unto my necessities, 
and to them that were with me. This 
is not without meaning — his friends were 
among his necessities — he supplied by 
his labour, not his and their wants, but 
his wants aud them. 35, the 

weak] Not here the weak in faith (Rom. 
xiv. 1 ; 1 Cor. viii. 9), as many think, 
— which the context both before and after 
will not allow : — but the poor. 

It is more blessed to give than to re> 
ceive] This saying of our Lord is one of 
the very few not recorded in the Gospels, 
which have come down to us. Many such 
must have been current in the apostolic 
times, and are possibly preserved unknown 
to us, in such epistles as those of James, 
Peter, and John. Bengel remarks, “The 
world’s opinion is different i** and cites 
from an old poet in Athenaeus, “ A fool the 
giver, — the receiver blest.” But we have 
some sayings the other way : not to quote 
authors who wrote after this date, and 
might have imbibed some of the spirit of 
Christianity, we find in Aristotle, “ It is 
more becoming the liberal man to give just 
gifts, than to receive just receipts, or to 
abstain from receiving uiyust ones. For it 
is more the part of virtue to do, than to 
receive, good.” XXI. 1.] The A. V., 
^ After we had gotten from them* does 
not come up to the original ; which is as in 
the margin: and Chrysostom says, “The 


expression shews the violence of the part- 
ing.” we came with a str^ht 

coarse] See ch. xvi. 11, having run before 
the wind. Cos, opjiosite Cnidus and Hali- 
carnassus, celebrated for its wines and 
ointments. The chief town was of the 
same name, and had a famous temple of 
Aesculapius. It was the birth-place of 
Hippocrates, the great physician. The 
modern name, Stanchio, is a corruption of 
“ es tan Co** (towards Cos), as Stamboul, 
for Constantinople, is of “ es tan polin'* 
(towards the city). Bhodes was at this 
time free. It was reduced to a Roman 
province under Vespasian. The situation 
of its chief town is praised by Strabo. — 
The celebrated Colossus was at this time 
broken and lying in ruins, — Patara, in 
Lycia, the capita of the race, a large 
maritime town, a short distance E. of the 
mouth of the Xanthus. It had a temple 
and oracle of Apollo, There are considerable 
ruins remaining. — Here they leave their 
ship hired at Troas, or perhaps at Neapolis 
(see note on xx. 16), and avail themselves 
of a merchant ship bound for Tyre. 

3. when we had diecovered Cyprus] Lite- 
rally, having been shewn Cyprus, 
we left it on the left hand] i. e. to the E. 
This would be the straight course from 
Patara to Tyre. ^ Tyre] This city, 
so well known for its • commercial im- 
portance aud pride, and so often men- 
tioned in the Old Testament prophets, 
was now a free town of the province of 
Syria. 4. But . . .] Implying, *the 
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there the ship was to unlade her burden. ^ * And finding 
ajer.M. oh. ^isdpleSy WQ tarried there seven days: “^who said to Paul 
through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem. 
^ And when he had accomplished those days, we departed 
and went our way ; and they all brought us on our way, 
with wives and children, till we were out of the city : and 
boh XX. M. b kneeled down on the shore, and prayed. ® And when 
we had taken our leave one of another, we ^ took ship ; 
and they returned home again. 7 And ^ ivhen we had 
finished our course from Tyre^ we came to Ptolemais, and 
saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day. 
8 And the next day we [« that ivere of FauVs company~\ 

* render. But having sought out the disciples. 

® render, embarked in the ship. 

^ render, finishing our voyage, we came from Tyre. 

® omit, with all our oldest authorities. 


crew indeed were busied with unlading the 
ship : hut we, having sought out (by en- 
quiry) the disciples.’ * Finding dis- 

ciples* (A. V.) is quite wrong. It is not 
improbable that Paul may have preached 
at Tyre before, when he visited Syria and 
Cilicia (Gal. i. 21) after his conversion, — 
and again when he confirmed the churches 
(ch. XV. 41) : “the disciples** seems to 
imply this. seven days] The time 

taken in unlading ; — they apparently pro- 
ceeded in the same ship, see ver. 6. — The 
notice here is very important, that these 
Tyrian disciples said to St. Paul hg the Spirit, 
that he should not go to Jerusalem, — and 
yet he went thither, and, as he himself de- 
clares, hound in spirit by the leading of 
God, We thus have an instance of that 
which Paul asserts 1 Cor. xiv. 32, that the 
spirits of prophets are subject to prophets, 
i. €. that the revelation made by the Holy 
Spirit to each man’s spirit was under the 
Influence of that man’s wiU and tempera- 
ment, moulded by and taking the form of 
his own capacities and resolves. So here : 
these Tyrian prophets knew by the Spirit, 
which testifi^ this in every city (ch. xx. 
23), that bonds and imprisonment awaited 
Paul. This appears to have been announced 
by them, shaped and intensified by their 
own intense love and anxiety for him who 
was probably their Father in the faith (see 
on ver. 6). But he paid no regard to the 
prohibition, being himself under a leading 
of the same Spirit too plain for him to 
mistake it. See below on vv. 10 ff. 

6, departed] Literally, went forth: viz. 
from the house where they were lodged. 


till we were, out of the city] “ We 

passed through the city to the western 
shore of the ancient island, now the 
peninsula, hoping to find there a fitting 
spot for the tent, in the open space be- 
tween the houses and the sea.” Robinson, 
iii. 392. on the shore] “ Yet had wo 
looked a few rods further, we should have 
found a very tolerable spot by a threshing- 
floor, where we might have pitched close 
upon the bank, and enjoyed, in all its 
luxury, the cool sea-breeze, and the dashing 
of the surge upon the rocky shore.” id. 
ibid. 7. finishing our voyage] viz. 
the whole voyage, from Neapolis to Syria. 
The A. V., ‘ when we had finished our 
course from Tyre* is not so probable a 
rendering of the original. ‘With their 
landing at Ptolemais their voyage ended ; 
the rest of the journey was made by 
land.’ (Be Wette.) Ptolemais] An- 
ciently Accbo (Judg. i. 31, — in Greek 
and Roman writers Ac4), called Ptolemais 
from (probably) Ptolemy Latburus. It 
was a large town with a harbour. It was 
never (Judg. i. 31) fully possessed by the 
Jews, but belonged to the Phoenicians, who 
in after times were mixed with Greeks. 
But after the captivity a colony of Jews is 
found there. The emperor Claudius gave 
it the freedom of the city, whence it is 
called by Pliny ‘ a colony of Claudius 
Csosar,’ “Colonia Claudii Caesaris.” It is 
now called St. Jean d’Acre, and is the 
best harbour on the Syrian coast, though 
small. It lies at the end of the great 
road from Damascus to the sea. Popu- 
lation now about lOJXX). — The distance 
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departed, and came unto Ca^area : and we entered into 
the house of ^ Philip the evangelist, ® ^ which was one of the dEph.iv.u. 
seven; and abode with him. ^ And the same man had ech.vil 6 :''viii. 
four daughters, virgins, ^ which did prophesy. And as 
we tarried there many days, there came down from J udaoa 
a certain prophet, named ^ Agabus. ^ t And when he was g ch. ii. 28. 
come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own 
han&s and feet, and said. Thus saith the Holy Ghost, ''So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth 
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles. And when we heard these things, both we, 
and they of that place, besought him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, What mean ye 
xceep and to break mine heart ? for I am ready not to be 
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord J esus. And when he would not be persuaded, 

^ render^ being I see note. 

® render, What do ye. Weeping and breaking. 


from Ptolemais to CsBsarea is forty-four 
miles. For Caasarea, see on ch. x. 1. 

8. Philip the evangelist] It is pos- 
sible that he may have had this appellation 
from his having been the first -to travel 
about preaching the gospel : see ch. viii. 5 ff. 
The office of Evangelist, see Eph. iv. 11, 
2 Tim. iv. 5, seems to have answered very 
much to our missionary : Theodoret, on 
the former of these texts, says, “These 
went about preaching:'^ and Eusebius, — 
“ They fulfilled the work of Evangelists, 
making it their business to preach Christ 
to those who had never yet heard the 
word of the faith, and to deliver to 
them the record of the Holy Clospels.’* 
The latter could hardly have been part of 
their employment so early as this ; nor had 
the word Gospel in these times the peculiar 
meaning of a narrative of the life of Christ, 
but rather embraced the whole good tidings 
of salvation by Him, as preached to the 
Jews and Heathens. — Eusebius apparently 
mistook this Philip for the Apostle: as 
did also Clement of Alexandria and Papias. 

which was one of the seven] See 
ch. vi. 6, and note. The sentence in the 
original implies, that the reason why they 
abode with him was, that he was one of the 
seven : and in English the words ought 
not to be “ which was^* but being (one) of 
the seven. The fact of Philip being settled 
at Caesarea, and known as the Hvangelist, 
seems decisive against regarding the occur- 
rence of ch. vi. 8 ff. as the establishment 


of any pennanent order in the church. 

9.] Tliis notice is inserted apparently with- 
out any immediate reference to the history, 
but to bring so remarkable a circumstance 
to the knowledge of the readers. The four 
daughters had the gift of prophecy :** see 
on ch. xi, 27. Eusebius (see, however, 
his mistake above) gives from Polycrates 
traditional accounts of them, — that two 
were buried at Hierapolis, and one at 
Ephesus. From that passage, and one 
cited from Clement of Alexandria it 
would appear that two were afterwards 
married, according to tradition. — To find 
an argument for the so-called ‘ honour 
of virginity * in this verse, only shews to 
what resources those will stoop, who have . 
failed to apprehend the whole spirit and 
rule of the gospel in the matter. They are 
met however on their own ground by an 
argument built on another misapprehension 
(that of Philip being a deacon in the eccle- 
siastical sense) : for if so, this would prove 
that it was lawful for deacons to many. 

10.] This Agabus in all probability 
is identical with the Agabus of ch. xi. 28. 
That there is no reference to that former 
mention of him, might be occasioned bj-' 
different sources of information having 
furnished the two narratives. 11. J 

Similar symbolical actions accompanying 
prophecy are found 1 Kings xxii. 11 ; Isa. 
XX. 2 ; Jer. xiii. 1 ff.; Ezek. iv. 1 ff.; 9 ff.; 
v. 1, &c. De Wette remarks that “ Thus 
saith tho Holy Ghost'* is the New Test. 
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kM^tTi.io; we ceased, saying, ^ The will of the Lord be done. 

after those days we took up our ^ carriages^ and went up to 
Jerusalem. There went with us also certain of the 
disciples % of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge. 
ich.xr.4. 17 when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren 

received us gladly. And the day following Paul went 
""ai'.rigf' us unto James ; and all the elders were present. 

And when he had saluted them, "he declared particu- 
19* ' larly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles 

och.i.i 7 » XX. o}jy. ministry. And when they heard it, they 

glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, 
how many thousands ^ of Jews there are which believe ; and 
P zealous of the law: and they ^are in- 

Gai.i 14. formed of thee that thou teachest all the Jews which are 
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, sajdng that they 
ought not to circumcise their children, neither to wallc 
after the customs. What is it therefore P ^ the multitude 
must needs come together : for they will hear that thou art 

^ rendeVi baggage : see note. if render^ from. 

^ render, there are among the Jews which have become believers. 

^ render, Were. ^ better, a multitude will certainly. 


prophetic formula, instead of ** Thtis saith 
the Lord of the Old Test. 14. The 
will of the Lord be done] One of the 
passages from which we may not unfairly 
infer, that the Lord’s prayer was used 
by the Christians of the apostolic age. See 
note on 2 Tim. iv. 18. 15.] The word 

* carriages * in the A. V. is used, as in 
Judg. xviii. 21, for baggage, things carried. 

16.] The word rendered old signifies 
from the beginning^ and probably implies 
that he had been a disciple all through, and 
had accompanied our Lord during His 
ministry. See ch. xi. 15, where the term 
is applied to the time of the Pentecostal 
effusion of the Spirit. 

17 — XXIII. 36.] PavIi at Jebttsa- 

LEJd[ ; MADE PEISONEE, AND BENT TO 
CiESAEEA. 17. the brethren] The 

Christians generally ; not the Apostles and 
elders ; James and the elders are not men- 
tioned till ver. 18. 18. James] ‘the 

brother of the Lord the president of the 
church at Jerusalem : see ch. xii. 17 ; xv. 
13 ; Hal. ii. 12, and notes, — and Introduc- 
tion to the Epistle of James, § i. 24—37. 

20 .] 'V^ile they prais^ God for, 
and fiilly recogniz^, the work wrought by 
him among the Oentiles, they found it re- 


quisite to advise him respecting the sus- 
picion under which he laboured among the 
believing Jews. They, led, naturally per- 
haps, but incorrectly (see 1 Cor. vii. 18), 
by some passages of Paul’s life [and of his 
already -written Epistles ?], in which he 
had depreciated legal observances in com- 
parison with faith in Christ, and spoken 
strongly against their adoption by Gentile 
converts, — apprehended that he advised, on 
the part of the Hellenistic believers, an 
entire apostasy from Moses and the ordi- 
nances of the law. Thou leest . . .] 
This can hardly be a reference to the elders 
present, as representatives of the “myriads’* 
of believing Jews : for only those of Je- 
rusalem were there : — but refers to Paul’s 
own experience, and knowledge of the vast 
numbers of the Jews who believed at Je- 
rusalem, and elsewhere in Judsea. 
how many thousandB (literally, ten thou- 
sands, myriads) is perhaps not to be strictly 
taken. Origen says, that probably the 
whole number of believing Jews at no time 
had amounted to 144,oS). 21. they 

were informed (at some time in the mind 
of the speaker. The indefinite past tense 
must be preserved. Below, ver. 24, it is 
the perfect). The informants were the 
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come. 23 Dq therefore this that we say to thee : We have 
four men which have a vow on them ; 24 them take, and 
purify thyself with them, and be at charges ^ with them, 
that they may ^ shave their heads: and all ^may know <iNumb.vi. 2 . 
that those things whereof they were informed concerning 
thee, are nothing ; but that thou thyself also walkest 
orderly, and keepest the law. 26 touching the Gentiles 
whfch ^believe, ^ we have written, ^ and concluded that they rch.xv.ao.^e. 
observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves 
from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication. 26 Then Paul took the 
men, and the next day purifying himself with them 
* entered into the temple, Ho signify the accomplishment 
of the days of purification, until that P an ofiering should 
be ofiered for every one of them. 27 And when the seven 
days were almost ended, “ the Jews which were ^of Asia, uch.xxiv.is. 
when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the 
1 render, for. “ render, shall. 

^ render, have become believers. 0 render, decreeing. 

P render, the. ^ render, from. 

anti-Pauline Judaizers. 22.] Not as hy the works of the law. He might keep, 

A. V., * the multitude must needs come to- and encourage the keeping of, the law, — 
gether* i. e. there must be a meeting of hut not with the purpose of thereby de- 
the whole church : but a multitude (of these serving the approbation of God.* 26.] 
Judaizers) will certainly come together : See ch. xv. 28, 29. 26.] Paul him- 

‘ they will meet and discuss your proceeding self entered into the vow with them, and 
in a hostile manner* 23. a vow] A the time settled (perhaps the least that 

vow of Nazarites. This vow must not could be assigned: the Mischna requires 
be confounded, historically or analogically, thirty days) for the completion of the vow, 
w ith that of ch. xviii. 18 : see note there, i. e. the offering and shaving of their heads, 
and Num. vi. 2 — 21. 24. them take] was seven days. No definite time is pre- 

to thyself, as comrades. purify thy- scribed in Num. vi., but there, seven days 

self with them] i. e. become a Nazarite is the time of purification in case of un- 
with them. The same expression occurs cleanness during the period of the vow, 
in the LXX, Num. vi. 3, in describing the to signify] i. e. to make known to 

Nazar ite*8 duties. be at charges for the ministers of the temple. the ac- 

them] It was a custom of the Jews, and complishment, i. e. that he and the men 
was considered a proof of great piety, that had come to accomplish : announcing their 
the richer Nazarites should pay the ex- intention of accomplishing. the 

penses of the sacrifices of the poorer. See offering] See Num. vi. 13 — 17.* 27. 

Num. vi. 14 ff. Josephus, relating Agrippa’s seven days] Of the votive period: not (as 
thank-offerings at Jerusalem, says that he some think) since Paurs arrival in Jeru- 
ordered very many Nazarites to be shaven. — salem. Five days of the seven had passed : 
On the shaving the head, see Num. vi. 18. — see on ch. xxiv. 11. which were from 
He Wette remarks : * James and the elders Asia] From Ephesus and the neighbour- 
made this proposal, assuming that Paul could hood, where Paul had so long taught, 
comply with it with a safe conscience, perhaps “Paul, while content on appeasing the be- 
also as a proof, to assure themselves and lieving Jews, incurs the furious hostility 
others of his sentiments: and Paul accepted of his unbelieving enemies.** Calvin, who 
it with a safe conscience. But this ho could adds, ‘ In how many ways had those who 
only have done on one condition, that he were at Jerusalem this Pentecost, ^ready 
was sure by it not to contribute in these persecuted Paul in Asia?* — Notice the 
four Nazarites to the error of justificcUion similarity of the charge against him to 
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xch.xxvi.: 2 i. people, and *laid hands on him, crying out. Men of 
yoh.rxiT.6.6. Israel, help: This is the man, ^that teacheth all men 
every where against the people, and the law, and this 
place ; and further brought Greeks also into the temple, 
and hath polluted this holy place. Yot they had seen 
zch.xx.4. before with him in the city ^Trophimus an Ephesian, 
whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the 
ach.xiTi. 2 i. temple. city was moved, and the pedple 

ran together : and they took Paul, and drew him out of 
the temple : and forthwith the doors were shut, And as 
they ^ went about to kill him, tidings came imto the chief 
captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
32 immediately took soldiers and centurions, and 

ran down unto them : and when they saw the chief 
captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. ^3 Then 
ch. the chief captain came near, and took him, and ® com- 
manded him to be bound with two chains ; and demanded 
who he was, and what he had done. And some cried 
one thing, some another, among the multitude : and when 
he could not know the certainty for the tumult, ho com- 
manded him to be carried into the castle. And when 
he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was borne of 


^ render, Were seeking. 


that against Stephen, ch. vi. 13. 28. 

Oreekg into the temple] The generic 
plural: only one is intended; see next verse. 
They meant, into the inner court, which 
was forbidden to Gentiles. 29. Trophi- 
mni] See ch. xx. 4, note. We here learn 
that he was an Ephesian. 30.] The Le- 
vites shut the doors to prevent profanation 
by a riot, and possibly bloodshed, in the tem- 
ple ; hardly, as Bengel, lest Paul should use 
the temple as an asylum : — the right of asy- 
lum was only (Exod. xxi. 13, 14) for murder 
unawares. But by ver. 14 there, and by 
Joab’s fleeing to the altar, 1 Kings ii. 
28 ff., we see that it was resorted to on 
other occasions. SI. leeking to kill 
him] By heating him : see ver. 32. 
tidings came] literally, went (were carried) 
up ; up, either because of his high elation, 
as commanding officer, or because he was 
locally station^ in the tower Antonia, over- 
looking (from the N.W.) the temple, where 
the riot was. the chief captxun of the 
band] Claudius Lysias (ch. xxiii. 26), the 
tribune of the cohort (whose proper com- 
plement ^as 1000 men). 88. with 
two chaias] See clu xii. 6. He would 


thus be in the custody of two soldiers. 

The literally accurate rendering of 
the chief captain^s demand would be, who 
he might be (subjective possibility): and 
what he had done (assuming that he must 
have done something). 34. the castle] 
The camp or barracks attached to the 
tower Antonia ; — or perhaps ‘ into the 
tower ’ itself : but the other is the more 
usual meaning of the word. For a full 
history and description of the fortress of 
Antonia, see Bobinson i. pp. 431, 436 ; 
Williams, Holy City, i. 99 ; ii. 403 — 411 ; 
Howson ii. 311. 86. upon the 

stairs] The steps leading up into the 
tower. The description of the tower or 
fort Antonia in Josephus, sets the scene 
vividly before us: — “It was, upon the 
whole, the resemblance of a tower, and 
encompassed with four other towers at 
equal distances one from another, and one 
from every corner: three of them fifty 
cubits in height, and the fourth, that 
looked to the S. and E., of seventy cubits : 
and from thence they had the view of the 
whole temple. From the place where the 
galleries joined, there were upon the right 
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the soldiers for the violence of the ^people. For the 
multitude of the people followed after, crying, ^ Away d Luke 
with him. 37 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, J*; oh.ixii. 
he said unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee ? 

Who said, Canst thou speak Greek ? 38 b not thou that 
Egyptian, which before these days madest an uproar, and 
leddest out into the wilderness ^ four thousand men that 
we^b murderers ? 39 But Paul said, ® ^ / am a man which 

am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean 
city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the 
people. ^ And when he had given him Kcence, Paul 
stood on the stairs, and ^beckoned with the hand unto the 
people. And when there was made a great silence, he 
spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying, 

XXII. 1 \fMcn,'\ ® brethren, and fathers, hear ye my»ch.vii.j. 

^ render^ crowd. ® render, Thou art not then. 

* render, those four. ^ render, I indeed. 

^ render, a citizen of no mean city in Cilicia. 

omit : see on ch, i. 16. 


and left two pair of stairs, which served 
for a passage to the soldiers into the 
temple : for when the Romans were masters 
of Jerusalem, there were guards posted 
still upon that quarter to prevent seditions 
upon their public festivals and meetings. 
For as the temple commanded the city, 
so Antonia the temple.'^ (L’ Estrange.) 

38. that Egyptian] The inference 
of the tribune was not, as in Beiigel, He 
s]^)eaks Greek, therefore he is an Egyptian,^' 
hut the very contrary to this. His being 
able to speak Greek is a proof to Lysias 
that he is not that Egyptian. — This Egyp- 
tian is mentioned by Josephus, who says 
that he persuaded the people to follow him 
to the Mount of Olives, whence he would 
by a word throw down the walls of Jeru- 
salem. This Felix heard of, and sent 
soldiers to stop his folly, who slew four 
hundred of his followers, and took two 
hundred alive. He himself, however, es- 
caped. In another place, he says of the 
same person, that he collected about 30,000 
deluded persons, and brought them out of 
the wilderness to the Mount of Olives, and 
that a battle took place, in which most of 
his followers were killed or taken prisoners. 
It is obvious that the nwmerical accounts 
in Josephus are inconsistent with our text, 
aud with one another. This latter being 
the case, we may well leave them out of 
the question. At different times of his 
rebellion, his number of followers would 


he variously estimated; and the tribune 
would naturally take it as he himself or 
his informant had known it, at some one 
period. That this is so, we may see, by 
noticing that our narrative speaks of his 
leading out , — whereas Josephus's numbers 
are those whom he brought bach from the 
wilderness against Jerusalem, by which 
time his band would have augmented con- 
siderably. those four thousand, — the 
matter being one of notoriety. mur- 
derers] “ Sicarii,^* so called from sica, a 
dagger. They are thus described by Jose- 
phus : “Another kind of brigands abounded 
in Jerusalem, those named Sicarii, who 
slew men in open day in the midst of the 
city : mixing with the crowds principally 
ill the feasts, and having short swords 
hidden under their garments, with which 
they stabbed people.” 39. indeed] 

implying ‘not the Egyptian, but.' 
of no mean eity] There was distinction in 
his being a citizen of a free city. “ Many 
of the coins of Tarsus bear the epigraphs 
‘ metropolis ' and free* ” Dr. Words- 
worth. 40. in the Hebrew tongue] 

The Syro-Chaldaic, the mother-^ngue of 
the Jews in Judma at this time: his 
motive is implied (ch. xxii. 2) to be, that 
they might be the more disposed to listen 
to him. Chap. XXII. L] This speech 
of Paul repeats the narrative of his con- 
version to Christianity, but this time most 
skilfully arranged and adapted (wifJiin 
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defence which I make now unto you. ^ when they 
heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they 
^ fco"x?®‘2 more silence : and he saith, ^ ^ I am [j verily\ a 

phii.iii. 6 . which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, city in Cilicia, 

® brought up in this city ® at the feet of ^ Gamaliel, and 

L^ikS’x. 89. taught ® according to the perfect manner of the law of the 
ecV.'xiJf.’s. fathers, and ^was zealous toward God, ^as ye all are this 

fch.xxi. 10. ’ ^ 1 1 • V* 

g Kon/.*i.*8. day. ^ ^ And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding 
MviTo.'iMi. and delivering into prisons both men and women. ^ As 

Phil.iii. 6. . ® ^ . i i n -i 

1 LuIie“xxiL M. ^Iso thc high priest doth bear me witness, and * all the 
kl:h;il:2’s estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters 
unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them 
which were there bound unto J erusalem, for to be 
* IxvL ia’is. pimished. ®And^it came to pass, that, as I made my 
journey, and was ^ come nigh unto Damascus about noon, 
suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round 
about me. 7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a 
voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me ? ® And I answered. Who art thou. Lord ? And he 
said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per- 
sccutest. ® And ”^they that were with me saw indeed the 
light[, ^ and were afraid~\ ; but they heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me. And I said. What shall I do, 
Lord ? And the Lord said unto me. Arise, and go into 
Damascus ; and there it shall be told thee of all things 
which are appointed for thee to do. And when I could 
not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand 
of them that were with me, I came into Damascus. 

y omit. * render, of. 

* render, COming. ^ omitted hy most of our oldest authorities. 


legitimate limits) to avoid offence and con- 
ciliate his hearers. Proofs of this will ap- 
pear as we go on. 3.] On Gamaliel 

see note, ch. v. 34. — The expression “at 
the feet of GamalieV* (see ch. iv. 35, note) 
indicates that the rabbi sat on an ele- 
vated seat and the scholars on the ground 
or on benches, literally at his feet. 
aooording to the perfect manner (the art. 
omitted dt. a prep.), the strict acceptation, 
of the law of the fathers ; so in ch. xxvi. 
B, i. e. “ the atraitest sect of our religion 
— i. e. as a Riarisee. as ye all are 
this day] Not meaning ' in the same way 
as YE alt are this day * (but now in another 
way) : but as ye all are this day : ‘ I had 
the same zealous character (not excluding 


his still retaining it) which you all shew 
to-day.* A conciliatory comparison. 

5. the high priest] ‘ of that day, who is 
still living:* i. e. Theophilus, see on ch. 
ix. 1. Similarly, the whole Sanhedrim 
are * those who were then members, and now 
survive.* unto the (Jewish : or, their) 
brethren] The rendering, ^against the 
(Christian) brethren* is altogether inad- 
missible. If ever Paul spoke to the Jews 
as a Jew, it was on this occasion. 

6. ] On PauFs conversion, and the com- 

parison of the accounts in chapp. ix., xxii., 
and xxvi., see notes on ch. ix. I have 
there treated of the discrepancies, real or 
apparent. 11 .] See notes, ch. ix. 8, 
18. 18 .] That Ananias was a Chris- 
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And “ one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, nch.ix.17. 

® having a good report of all the p Jews which dwelt there, Jffim.”;!.?. 

came unto me, and stood, and said unto me. Brother 
Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up 
upon him. And he said, ^^The God of our fathers 
^hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and 
®see ‘ that Just One, and “ shouldest hear the voice of his sicor.ix.i: 
mouth. 1^ *For thou shalt be his witness unto all men 
of y what thou hast seen and heard, i® And now whv 

. TO* -111*1 1 1 xch.xxiii.il. 

tamest thou r arise, and be baptized, * and wash away thy y 
sins, ® calling on ® the name of the Lord, 17 And it came * Heb!x**32. 
to pass, that, when i was come again to Jerusalem, even 
while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; and ^ 

® saw him saying unto me, ‘‘Make haste, and get thee 
quickly out of Jerusalem : for they will not receive thy 
testimony concerning me. And I said. Lord, ® they ® s. 
know that I imprisoned and ^beat in every synagogue f Matt. x. 17. 
them that believed on thee; 20 g and when the blood 
thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and ^ 

^ consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them 

® ready with all our oldest cmthoritiesy his name. 

tian is not here mentioned, — and having of Jesus, ** that Just One** Paul carefully 
a good report of all the Jews which dwelt avoids mentioning to the Jews this NamCy 
there ** is added : both, as addressed to a except where it is unavoidahlcy as in ver. 8 : 
Jewish audience. Before the Roman go- so again he says, I saw him, ver. 18. 
vernor in ch. xxvi., he does not mention 17.] viz. as related ch. ix. 26 — 31, 

him at ally but compresses the whole sub- where nothing of this vision, or its having 
stance of the command given to Ananias been the cause of his leaving Jerusalem, is 
into the words spoken by the Lord to hinted. 19.] The probable account 

himself. A heathen moralist (Horace) of this answer is, that Paul thought his 
could teach, “ Of whomy and what, thou former great zeal against Christ, con- 
speakesty and to whomy Take frequent trasted with his present zeal for Him, 
heed :** and a Christian Apostle was not would make a deep impression on the Jew's 
unmindful of the necessary caution. Such in Jerusalem : or, perhaps, he wdshes by 
features in his speeches are highly instruc- his earnest preaching of Jesus as the Christ 
tive and valuable to those who w^ould among them, to undo the mischief of 
gather from Scripture itself its own real which he before was the agenty and there- 
character ; and be, not slaves to its letter, fore alleges his former zeal and his con- 
but disciples of its spirit. 14 — 16 is senting to Steplien’s death as reasons w'hy 

not related, but included, in ch. ix. 18, 19. he should remain in Jerusalem. 20. 

14. The God of our fathers] So thy martyr] So A. V., following Beza: 
Peter, ch. iii. 13; v, 30. In ch. ix. 17, the Vulgate, and Erasmus, Hhy witness* 
‘‘ the Lord ** is the word : this title is which is the primary meaning of the 
given for the Jews. that Just One] word martyr in Greek. “ The Apostle 
So Stephen, ch. vii. 52. How forcibly may have here used the word (speaking in 
must the whole scene have recalled hhuy Hebrew) in its strict primary sense; for 
whom presently (ver. 20) he mentions by a view of Christ in His glory was vouch- 
name. 16. wash away thy sins] This safed to Stephen, and it was by bearing 
was the Jewish as well as the Christian witness of that manifestation that he 
doctrine of baptism. — See 1 Cor. vi. 11, and hastened his death (ch« vii. 65 ff.). The 
note. calling on his name] i.e. the name present meaning of Uie word martyr did* 
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‘®5i5‘,^l47s Depart : * for I 

i 7 “^ma.^' will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. And they 
iS • fH' 8*®' ^®^ve him audience unto this ^ xcord^ and then lifted up 
ri\ra\^ii^ 7 ?’ their voices, and said, ^ Away with such a fellow from the 
k rlh. earth : for it ® i% not fit that * he should live. And as 

1 oh. TTY. H, 

they cried out, and t cast off their clothes, and threw dust 
into the air, the chief captain commanded him to^ be 
brought into the castle, and bade that he should be 
examined by scourging ; that he might know wherefore 
they cried so against him. And as they bound him 
with fif thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, 
inch.xYi.87. m jg lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, 
and uncondemned ? When the centurion heard that, 
he went and told the chief captain, saying, ^ Take heed 
what thou doest : for this man is a Roman. ^7 Then the 
chief captain came, and said unto him. Tell me, art thou a 
Roman ? He said. Yea. ^8 the chief captain answered, 

d render, Saying. ® render, Was. 

t render, shook. & render, the thongS. 

^ read, with all our oldest authorities, W^hat art thou about to do ? 


however, become attached to it at a very 
early period, and is apparently of apostolic 
authority : e. g. Rev. xvii. 6, and Clement 
of Rome, 1 Cor. v. (cited in note on ch. i. 25). 

. . . The transition from the first to the 
secondary sense may be easily accounted 
for. Many who had only seen with the 
eye of faith, suffered persecution and death 
as a proof of their sincerity. For such 
constancy the Greek had no adequate term. 
It was necessary for the Christians to pro- 
vide one. None was more appropriate 
than * witness* {martyr), seeing what had 
been the fate of those whom Christ had 
appointed to be His witnesses (ch. i. 8). 
They almost all suffered : hence to witness 
became a synonym for to suffer : while the 
suffering was in itself a kind of testimony.” 
(Mr. Humphry.) Dr. Wordsworth well de- 
signates this introduction of the name of 
Stephen *‘a noble endeavour to make 
public reparation for a public sin, by public 
confession in the same place where the sin 
was committed.” 21.] Tlie object of 
Paul in relating this vision appears to have 
been to shew that his own inclination and 
prayer had been, that he might preach the 
Gospel to his own people .* but that it was 
W the imperative command of the Lord 
Himself that he went to the Gentiles. 

22. unto thif faying] viz. the announce- 
ment that he was to sent to the Gentiles, 


** The nations of the earth have no living 
existence,” was the maxim of the children 
of Abraham, as set down in their Rab- 
binical books. it was not fit] imply- 
ing, he ought to have been put to death long 
ago (when we endeavoured to do it, but he 
escaped). 23.] They were not ‘ casting 
off their garments,^ as preparing to stone 
him, or even as representing the action of 
such preparation : the former would be 
futile, as he was in the custody of the 
tribune, — the latter absurd, and not borne 
out by any known habit of the Jews : but 
shaking their garments, as shaking off the 
dust, abominating such an expression and 
him who uttered it. The casting dust into 
the air was part of the same gesture. 
Chrysostom explains it in this way. 

24.] The tribune, not understanding the 
language in which Paul spoke, wished to 
extract from him by the scourge the reason 
which so exasperate the Jews against him. 
In this he was acting illegally : for Augustus 
had expressly provided that legal exa- 
minations were not to begin with torture. 

25.] Literally, while they were bind- 
ing him down with the thongs. The po- 
sition of the prisoner was, bent forward, 
and tied with a sort of gear made of leather 
to an inclined post. the centurion] 
This was the ordinary officer — standing by 
to superintend the punishment. On 
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With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul 
said, But I was free born. Then straightway they 
departed from him which should have examined him ; and 
the chief captain also was afraid, i after he knew that he was 
a Roman, and ^ because he had bound him. On the 
morrow, ^ because he would have known the certainty where- 
fore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his 
bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their 
council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him 


before them. 

XXIII. 1 And Paul, earnestly 
said, If^Men and^ brethren, *I 
i render, when he bethought him. 

1 render, wishing to knOW. 

St. Paul’s question to him, see ch. xvi. 37, 
note. 28.] Dio Cassius mentions that, 
in the reign of Claudius, Messalina used to 
sell the freedom of the city, and at very 
various prices at different times. 

I was free bom] literally. But I (besides 
liaving tlie privilege like thee of being a 
Roman citizen) was also bora one. How 
was Paul a Roman citizen hy birth ? Cer- 
tainly not because he was of Tarsus ; for 
(1) that city had no such privilege, but 
was only o. free city, not a colony nor a 
municipal town : and (2) if this had 
been so, the mention of his being a man 
of Tarsus (ch. xxi. 39) would have of 
itself prevented his being scourged. It 
remains, therefore, that his father, or some 
ancestor, must have obtained the freedom 
of the city, either as a reward for ser- 
vice or by purchase. It has been sug- 
gested that the father of Saul may have 
been sold into slavery at Rome, when 
Cassius laid a heavy fine on the city of 
Tai*su8 for having espoused the cause of 
Octavius and Antony, and very many of 
the Tarsians were sold to pay it. He may 
have acquired his freedom and the citizen- 
ship afterwards. See Mr. Lewin, i. p. 4. 
But this is mere conjecture. 29. WRS 
afraid] There is no inconsistency (as De 
Wette thinks) in the tribune’s being afraid 
because he had bound him, and then letting 
him remain thus bound. Meyer rightly 
explains it, that the tribune, having com- 
mitted this error, is afraid of the possible 
consequences of it (for as Cicero says, it 
was an offence to bind a Roman citizen, 
and a crime to scourge him), and shews 
this by taking the first opportunity of 
cither undoing it, or justifying his further 
detention^ by loosing him, and bringing 
him before the Samhedrim His fear was 


a ch. xxiv. 10. 

beholding the council, 2 COT.iTi 2 ‘: 
have lived in aU good 

^ render, that. 

omit : see on ch. i. 16. 

on account of his first false step / but it 
was now too late to reverse it : and the 
same reason which leads him to continue it 
now, operates afterwards when the hearing 
was delayed. ‘ The centurion believed 
Paul's word, because a false claim of this 
nature, being easily exposed, and punish- 
able with death, was almost an unpre- 
cedented thing.’ Hackett. 80.] It 
seems remarkable that the tnbune in com- 
mand should have had the power to sum- 
mon the Sanhedrim : and I have not seen 
this remarked on by any Commentator. 

brought Paul down] From Antonia 
to the council-room. According to tra- 
dition the Sanhedrim ceased to hold their 
sessions in the temple, about twenty-six 
years before this period. Had they done 
so now, Lysias and his soldiers could not 
have been present, as no heathen was per- 
mitted to pass the sacred limits. Their 
present council -room was in the upper city, 
near the foot of the bridge leading across 
the ravine from the western cloister of the 
temple. 

XXIII. 1.] earnestly beholding seems 
to describe that peculiar look, connected 
probably with infirmity of sight, with 
which Paul is described before as regarding 
those before him : and may perhaps account 
for his not knowing that the person who 
spoke to him w’as the high priest, ver. 5. 
See ch. xiii. 9, note. — The purport of Paul’s 
assertion seems to be this : being charged 
with neglecting, and teaching others to 
neglect the law of Moses, he at once en- 
deavours to disarm those who thus accused 
him, by asserting that up to that day he 
had lived a true and loyal Jew, — obeying, 
according to his conscience, the law of that 
divine poli^ of which he was a covenant 
member. Thus 1 have lived before Gh>d 
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conscience before God until this day. ^ And the high 
biKin^^xxii. priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him ^to 
a^johnxviii. gijQite him on the mouth. ^ Then said Paul unto him, 
God shall smite thee, thou whited wall : for sittest thou to 
t* xi“i after the law, and ® commandest me to be smitten 

2 . johnvii. contrary to the law? ^ And they that stood by said, 
dch.xxiv.i7. Revilest thou God’s high priest? ^ Then said Paul, I 
wist not, brethren, that ^ he was the high priest ; for it is 

^ or, it. 


(literally, have been a citizen before God) 
will have its full and proper meaning ; and 
the words are no vain-glorious ones, but an 
important assertion of his innocence. 

2. Ananias] Ho was at this time the actual 
high priest (rer. 4). He was the son of 
Nebedseus — succeeded Joseph son of Ca- 
mydus — and preceded Ismael, son of Phabi. 
He was nominated to the office by Herod, 
king of Chalcis, in a.d. 48 ; and sent to 
Home by Quadratus, the prefect of Syria, 
to give an account to the emperor Claudius: 
he appears, however, not to have lost his 
office, but to have resumed it on his return. 
This has been regarded as not certain, — 
and the uncertainty has produced much 
confusion in the Pauline chronology. But 
as Wieseler has shewn, there can be no 
reasonable doubt that it was so, especially 
as Ananias came off victorious in the cause 
for which lie went to Rome, viz. a quarrel 
with the Jewish procurator Cumanus, — 
who went with him, and was condemned 
to banishment. He was deposed from his 
office not long before the departure of 
Felix, but still had great power, which he 
used violently and lawlessly : he was assas- 
sinated by the sicarii (see ch. xxi. 38, note) 
at last. 3.] It is perfectly allowable 
(even if the fervid rebuke of Paul be con- 
sidered exempt from blame) to contrast 
with his conduct and reply that of Him 
Who, when similarly smitten, answered 
with perfect and si^rhuman meekness, 
John xviii. 22, 23. Our blessed Saviour is 
to us, in all His words and acts, the 
perfect pattern for all under all circum^ 
stances ; by aiming at whatever He did in 
each case, we shall do best : but even the 
greatest of his Apostles are so far our 
patterns only as they followed Him, which 
certainly in this case Paul did not. That 
Paul thus answered, might go far to excuse 
a like fervent reply in a Christian or a 
minister of the gospel, — but must never be 
used to justify it ; it may serve for an 
apology, but never for an example. 

God shall (is about to, literally) smite 
thee] Some have seen a prophetic import 


in these words ; — see above on the death of 
Ananias. But I would rather take them 
as an expression founded on a conviction 
that God’s just retribution would come on 
unjust and brutal acts. thou whited 

wall] Lightfoot’s interpretation, that St. 
Paul used this terra because Ananias had 
only the semblance of the high priesthood 
and had lost the thing itself, is founded on 
the hypothesis {for it is none other') that 
the high priesthood was vacant at this 
time, and Ananias had thrust himself into 
it. The meaning is as in Matt, xxiii. 27 ; 
and in all probability Paul referred in 
thought to our Lord’s saying. sittest 
thou to judge me] This must not be taken 
as favouring the common interpretation of 
ver. 5 (sec below) : for the whole San- 
hedrim were the judges, and sitting to 
judge him according to the law. 4.] 
Hence we see, that not only by the Jews, 
but by the tribune, who was present, Ana- 
nias was regarded as the veritable high 
priest. 6.] (1) The ordinary inter- 

pretation of these words since Lightfoot, 
is, that Ananias had usurped the office 
during a vacancy, and therefore was not 
recognized by Paul. They regard his being 
sent to Rome as a virtual setting aside 
from being high priest, and suppose that 
Jonathan, who was murdered by order of 
Felix, was apjwinted high priest in his 
absence. But (a) there is no ground what- 
ever for believing that his office was va- 
cated. He won the cause for which ho 
went to Rome, and returned to Jerusalem : 
it was only when a high priest was de- 
tained as hostage in Rome, that we read 
of another being appointed in his room : 
and (b) which is fatal to the hypothesis, 
Jonathan himself the high priest was sent 
to Home with Ananias. Jonathan was 
called by the title merely as having been 
previously high priest. He succeeded 
Caiaphas, and he was not high priest again 
afterwards, having expressly declined to 
resume the offiee. Kor can any other 
Jonathan have been elevated to it, — for 
Josephus gives, in every case, the elevation 
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written, ®Thou slialt not speak evil of the ruler of thy ® 
people. ® But ^ when Paul perceived that the one part were uJo.’ Ildfi 
Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, [® he'] cried out in the 
council, [P Men and'] brethren, ^ I am a Pharisee, ^ the son ^ J* 
of ^ a Pharisee : of the hope and resurrection of the dead I 
am called in question. 7 And when he had so said, there 


arose a dissension between the 

^ render. Paid being aware. 

P omit : see on ch. i. 16. 

of a new big-h priest, and his whole nnmher 
of twenty-eight from Herod the Great to 
the destruction of Jerusalem agrees with 
the notices thus given. So that this inter- 
pretation is untenable. (2) Chr^^sostom 
and most of the ancient commentators sup- 
posed that Paul, having been long absent, 
was really unacquainted with the person of 
the high priest. But this can hardly have 
been : and even if it were, the position 
and official seat would have pointed out, to 
one who had been himself a member of 
tlie Sanhedrim, the ])resident of the coun- 
cil. (3) Calvin and others take the words 
ironically : ‘ I could not be supposed to 
know that one ivho conducted himself so 
cruelly and illegally, could he the high 
priest/ This surely needs no refutation, 
as being altogether out of place and cha- 
racter. (4) Bengel and others understand 
the words as an acknowledgment of rash 
and insubordinate language, and render, ‘ I 
did not give it a thought^ * I forgot :* and 
so Ur. Wordsworth. But this is never the 
meaning of the word here used in the 
original ; and were any pregnant or unusual 
sense intended, the context (sis at 1 Thess. 
v. 12) would suggest it. (5) On the whole 
then, I believe tlisit the only rendering 
open to us, consistently with the simple 
meaning of the words, and the facts of 
history is, I did not know that it (or he) 
was the high priest : and that it is pro- 
bable that the solution of his ignorance 
lies in the fact of his imperfect sight — he 
heard the insolent order given, but knew 
not from whom it proceeded. I own that 
1 am not entirely satisfied with this, as 
being founded perhaps on too slight pre- 
mises : but as far as I can see there is no 
positive objection to it, which there is to 
every other. The objection stated by Ur. 
Wordsworth, “ If St. Paul could not dis- 
cern that Ananias was high priest, how 
could he sec that he sat there as his judge?” 
would of course be easily answered by sup- 
posing that Paul, who had himself been a 
member of the Sanhedrim, may have known 
Ananias by his voice : or indeed may not 
VOL. I. 


Pharisees and the Sad- 

® omit, 

^ read, Pharisees. 

(as above) have known him at all per- 
sonally. It is hardly worth while to notice 
the rendering given by some, ‘ 1 knew not 
that there was a high priest/ Had any 
such meaning been intended, it would have 
been further specified by the construction. 
Besides which, it renders Paul’s apology 
irrelevant, by eliminating from it the person 
who is necessarily its subject. for it 

is written] ImjJying in this, ‘ and the law 
is the rule of my life/ Even in this wo 
see the consummate skill of St. Paul. 

6.] Surely no defence of Paul for adopting 
this (course is i‘e(piired, but all admiration 
is due to his skill and presence of mind. 
Nor need we hesitate to regard such skill 
as the fulfilment of the promise, that in 
such an hour, the Spirit of wisdom should 
suggest words to the accused, which the 
accuser should not be able to gainsay. All 
prospect of a fair trial was hopeless : he well 
knew from fact, and present experience, 
that ])ersonal odium would bias his judges, 
and violence prevail over justice : he there- 
fore uses, in the (;ause of Truth, the maxim 
so often perverted to the cause of false- 
hood, “ divide, and goverti/’ In one tenet 
above all others, did the religion of Jesus 
Christ and the belief of the Pharisees 
coincide : that of the resurrection of the 
dead. That they looked for this resur- 
rection by right of being the seed of Abra- 
ham, and denied it to all others, — whereas 
he looked for it through Jesus whom they 
hated, in whom all should be made alive 
who had died in Adam, — this was nothing 
to the present point : the belief was common 
— in the truest sense it was the hope of 
Israel — in the truest sense does Paul use 
and bring it forward to confound the ad- 
versaries of Christ. At the same time 
by this strong assertion of his Pharisaic 
standing and extraction, he was further 
still vindicating himself from the charge 
against him. So also ch. xxvi. 7. 
the son of Pharisees] i. e. * a Pharisee of 
Pharisees* — ‘ by descent from father, 
grandfather, and upwards, a pure Pharisee.* 
This meaning not having been appre- 
3 G 
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d^cees: and the multitude was divided. ^ ^ For the 
xu. w. Luko gadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, 
nor spirit : but tlio I^harisees confess both. ^ And there 
arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the 
Pharisees’ part arose, and strove, saying, ^ We find no evil 
kch.xxii.7,17, in this man I but^’^// a spirit or an angel hath spohen to 
ich.v.89. 1 1(^1 not fight against God, And when there arose 

a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul 
should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded 
the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from 
among them, and to bring him into the castle. And 
’"x'i’virSJi night following the Lord stood by him, aiid said. Be 
of good cheer [, ® Paul] : for as thou hast testified of me in 
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Home. 
"chrxxVr And when it was day, [® certain o/] ^Uhe Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that 
they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 

And they were more than forty which had made this 
conspiracy. And they came to the cliief priests and 
elders, .and said. We have bound ourselves under a great 
curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. 
1^ Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief 
captain that he bring him down unto you [® to morrow'], as 
though ye would ^enquire something more p^erfectly QonoeTn- 

^ read, with all oitr oldest authorities, what if a Spirit or an angel hath 
spoken to him ? omitting the rest, 

* omit, with all our oldest authorities, 

^ render, determine with greater accuracy. 


hended, the plural was by the copyists 
altered into the singular. 8.] See 

note, Matt. iii. 7, for both Pharisees and 
Sadducees : Josephus says that the latter 
denied the future existence of the soul, and 
rewai'ds and punishments hereafter. 

9. bat what if a spirit or an angel have 
spoken to him?] Perhaps in this they 
referred to the history of his conversion, as 
told to the people, ch. xxii. 10. should 
have been pulled in pieces] to be taken 
literally, not as merely meaning, ^ should 
he killed* The Pharisees would strive to 
lay hold of him to rescue him : the Sad- 
ducees, to destroy him, or at all events, to 
secure him. Between them both, there 
was danger of his being pulled asunder 
by them. 11.] By these few words, 
the Lord assured him (1) of a safe issue 
from his present troubles ; (2) of an ac- 


complishment of his intention of visiting 
Home: (3) of the certainty that however 
he might be sent thither, he should preach 
the gospel and bear testimony there. So 
that they upheld and comforted him (1) 
in the uncertainty of his life from the 
Jews : (2) in the uncertainty of his libera- 
tion from prison at Caesarea : (3) in the 
uncertainty of his surviving the storm in 
the Mediterranean : (4) in the uncertainty 
of his fate on arriving at Pome. So may 
one crumb of divine grace and help be 
multiplied to feed five thousand wants and 
anxieties. 12.] Wetstein and Light- 
foot adduce instances of similar conspira- 
cies, — not to eat or drink till some object 
be gained. See 1 Sam. xiv. 24 ff. 14.] 
It is understood from the narrative that it 
was to the Sadducees, among the chief 
priests and elders, that the murderers went. 
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ing him : and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill 
him. And when PauFs sister’s son heard of their lying 
in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 

Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and 
said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain for he 
hath a certain thing to tell him. So he took him, and 
brought him to the chief captain, and said, Paul the 
prisoner called me unto him, and prayed me to bring this 
young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto 
thee. I'l Then the chief captain took him by the hand, 
and went with him aside privately, and asked him, What 
is that thc>u hast to tell me? And he said, ®The Jews over. 12. 
have agreed to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down 
Paul to morrow into the council, as though ^ they tvould 
enquire somewhat of him more perfectly. But do not 
thou yield unto them : for there lie in wait for him of 
them more than forty men, which have bound themselves 
with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they 
have killed him : and now arc they ready, looking for 7 a 
promise from thee. So the chief captain then let the 
young man depart, and charged him. See thou tell no man 
that thou hast shewed these things to me. And he 
called unto him two centurions, saying. Make ready two 
hundred soldiers to go to Cicsarea, and horsemen three- 
score and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third 
hour of the night ; and provide them beasts, that they 
may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the 

^ ready with most of our oldest authorities , thou WOuldcst. 

y render, the. 


That the high priest belonged to this sect, 
cannot he interred with any accuracy. 

15. determine with greater ac^ 
curacy] or perhaps, neglecting the com- 
parative sense, to determine accurately 
(not as A. V. * enquire something more per- 
fectly q. 16.] It is (jiiite uncertain 

whether Paul’s sister’s son lived in Jeru- 
salem, or had accompanied him thither. 
The us of ch. xx. 5, will include more than 
merely Luke. But from his knowledge 
of the plot, which presupposes other ac- 
quaintances than he would have been likely 
to make if he had come with St. Paul, I 
should suppose him to have been domiciled 
at Jerusalem, possibly under instruction, 
as was formerly Paul himself, and thus 
likely, in the schools, to have heard the 
scheme spoken of. 21.J They waited 


for, not “ a 'promise,” as A. V., but the 
promise (to that effect). 23. two cen- 
turions] literally, some two centurions. 

The soldiers here spoken of were the 
ordinary lieavy-armed legionary soldiers ; 
distinguished below from the horsemen and 
spearmen. spearmen] The word thus 
rendered has never been satisfactorily ex- 
plained : but spearmen seems to represent 
it more nearly than any other term. See 
in my Greek Test. 24. bring him 

sale] The full meaning of the word is, 
escort him safe the whole way. 

Felix] Felix was a freedman of the 
Emperor Claudius ; Suidas and Zonaras 
gave him the pra 3 nomen of Claudius, but 
Tacitus calls him A.nionius Felix, perhaps 
from Antonia, the mother of Claudius, as 
he was brother of Pallas, who was a freed- 


3G 2 
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governor. And he wrote a letter after this manner : 

Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix 
pch.Txi.s8: sendeth greeting. 27 p This man was taken of the Jews, 
and should have been killed of them : then came I with 
* an army, and rescued him, having understood that he 
qch.xxii.8o. was a Roman. 28 q ^lien I would have known the 
cause wherefore they accused him, I brought him forth 
rch^.xviH. 16 ; into their council : 29 whom I perceived to be accused of 
Bch.xxvi.3i. questions of their law, ®but to have nothing laid to his 

tver.20. charge worthy of death or of bonds. And * when it was 

told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent 
^oh^xxiv.8: straightway to thee, and “gave commandmefit to his 
accusers also to say before thee what they had against 
him. Farewell. Then the soldiers, as it was com- 
manded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to 
Antipatris. ^2 the morrow they left the horsemen to 
go with him, and returned to the castle : ^3 who, when 
they came to Caesarea, and delivered the epistle to the 
governor, presented Paul also before him. 6+ And when 

the governor had read the letter, he asked of what 

province he was. And when he understood that he was of 

X ch. TXt. 80. * 

^ 10 : XXV. 10 . ^Cilicia; 65 y j hear thee, said he, when thine ac- 


z render, thc troop. 


man of Antonia. He was made sole procu- 
rator of Juda;a after the dcjiosition of Cu- 
manus (having before been three years joint 
procurator with him) principally by the in- 
fluence of the high ])riest Jonathan, whom 
he afterwards procured to be murdered. 
Of his character Tacitus say.s, “Antonius 
Pelix wielded kingly power with the dispo- 
sition of a slave, disgracing it by every kind 
of cruelty and lust.” His j^rocuratorship 
was one series of disturbances, false mes- 
siahs, assassins, and robbers, and civil con- 
tests. He was eventually (a.d. 60) recalled, 
and accused by the Ca)sarean Jews, hut 
acquitted at the instance of his brother 
Pallas. On his wife Drusilla, see note ch. 
xxiv. 24. 26. most excellent] See 

Luke i. 3. — This letter seems to be given 
(translated from the Latin) as written, 
not merely according to its general iminirt 
(see the false statement in ver. 27) : from 
what source, is impossible to say, but it 
may he imagined tliat the contents tran- 
spired through some officers at Jerusalem 
OT at Cwsarea friendly to Paul. 27. 

^ith the troop]] See above ver. 10, and 
note, ch. xxi. 32. rescued him, having 


understood that he was a Eoman] Tlie 
fact was not as lie here states it. This 
was an attempt to conceal the fault that 
he had committed, see ch. xxii. 29. For 
this assertion cannot refer to the second 
rescue : sec next verse. 31.] Antipa- 

TKIS, forty -two Homan miles from Jeru- 
salem, and twenty-six from Caesarea, was 
built by Herod the Great, and called in 
honour of his father. It was before called 
Kajiharsaba. In Jerome’s time it was a 
half-ruined town. They might have well 
iriaxle so much way during the night and 
the next day, — for the text will admit of 
that interpretation, — the morrow being not 
neces.sarily the morrow after they left Jerusa- 
ZeWjhut after they arrived at Antipatris. 

82. the horsemen] As they had now the 
lesser half of their journey before them, and 
that furth est remov ed from J erusalem . Th o 
spearmen appear to have gone back with 
the soldiers. 85. in Herod’s palace] 
'i'he procurator resided in the former palace 
of Iltfrod the Great. Here Paul was com- 
mitted to the custody of a soldier, not in 
a prison, but in the huildiugs attached to 
the palace. 
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cusers are also come. And he commanded him to be kept 

in * Herod’s judgment halL Matt.xirii. 

XXIV. 1 And after ^five days ^Ananias the high 
priest descended with ^ the elders, and with a certain 
orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against 
Paul. 2 when he was called forth, Tertullus began to 
accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great 
quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this 
nation by thy providence, ^ we accept it always, and in 
all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. ^ Not- 
withstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I 
pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a 
few words. ^ For we have found this man a pestilent ® 
fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews 

^ 1 Pet ii 12 

throughout the world, and a ringleader of the ^ sect of the is- ’ ‘ ' 
Nazarencs : ^^who also hath gone about to profane the 28 . 


render, palace : see on John xix. 28. 

^ read, certain of the. ® render, heresy. 


Chap. XXIV. 1— XXVI. 32.] Paul’s 

IMPRISONMENT AT CiESAREA. 1. 

after five days] or, on the fifth day — from 
Paul’s departure for Ccesarea. This would 
be the natural point from which to date 
the {)roceedings of the High Priest, &c., 
who wore left in Jerusalem. That it is so, 
appears from ver. 11. 8ee note there. 

a certain orator] This was an 
“ orator forensis,” or pleader, persons who 
abounded in Koine and the provinces. 
Tertullus] The name is a diminutive from 
Tertius, as Lucullus from Lucius, — Catullus 
from Catius. We are told that many Koman 
youths, who were studying for the bar, 
were in the habit of accompanying the 
magistrates into the provinces, to practise 
themselves in pleading the causes of the 
jirovincials, and thus be preparing for more 
important actions in the metroixilis. 
informed] laid information; and, as it 
seems, not by writing, but by word of 
mouth, since they appeared in person, and 
Paul was called to confront them. 2.] 

Grotius tells us that it is among the pre- 
cepts of the rhetoricians, to win the fa vour 
of a judge by praising him. Certainly 
Tertullus fulfils and overacts the precept, 
for his exordium is full of the basest flat- 
tery. Contrast with his great quietness** 
and worthy deeds** the description of 
Tacitus, where he says that Felix, and 
Ventidius Cumanus, who ruled in Galilee, 
emulated one another in crimes and enor- 
mities. They carried out their mutual 


enmity by employing bands of robbers to 
slay and plunder, who sometimes met in 
open battle, and brought back their spoils 
to the procurator. Contrast also Josephus’s 
account of the inhabitants of Csesarea 
sending a deputation to lioine to complain 
of the oppressions and enormities of Felix. 
There was just enough foundation for the 
flattery, to make the falsehood of its 
general ap])lieation to Felix more glaring. 
He had put down some rebels (see ch. xxi. 
38, note) and assassins, but, as W’etstein 
remarks, was himself worse than them all. 

by thy providence] This was with 
the I^atiiis, as with us, more properly an 
attribute of divinity than of men ; but 
with other divine eharaeteristics, had come 
to be attributed to the Emperors. “ The 
providence of Ccesar** is a eoinmon phrase 
on their coins. 3.] We receive it, i. e. 
not only here in thy presence, bnt also at 
all times and in all places. A refinement 
of flattery. 5. the world would 

here mean the Koman empire. Na- 

zarenes] This is the only place in the New 
Testament where the Christians are so called. 
The Jews could not call tJiem by any name 
answering to Christians, as the hope of a 
Messiah or Christ was professed by them- 
selves. 6.J Considerable difficulty 

rests on the omission of the words here put 
in brackets. Their absence from the prin- 
cipal MSS., their many variations in those 
which contain them, are strongly a^inst 
their genuineness ; as also is the considera- 
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ejobnxviii. temple: whom we took[, ^and would ^have judged accord- 
fch.xxi.s8. ing to our late, 1 ^ But the chief captain Lysias came upon 
us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands, 
ffch.xxiiLso. 8 commanding his accusers to come unto thee"\ : by examin- 
ing of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these 
things, whereof we accuse him. ^ And the Jews also 
assented, saying that these things were so. Then Pjanl, 
after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, 
answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of 
many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheer- 
fully answer for myself : because that thou mayest 

understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I 
Jerusalem ^for to worship. l^'And they 
* xivSyi?.' neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, 
neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, 
nor in the city ; neither can they prove the things 

^ The whole of this passage is omilled hg most of our ancient authorities : on the 
qxwstion, see note, 

tion that no probable reason for their omis- Tliis cannot be, as the relative whom'' is, 
sion can be suggested. On the other hand, in the original, in the singular. 9. 

as De Wette observes, it is hardly imaginable assented] joined in setting upon him, bore 
that so little should have been assigned to out Tertullus in his charges. 10. of 

the speaker, as would be if these words were many years] Felix was now in the seventh 
omitted. Besides this, the words whom year of his procuratorship, which began in 
we took seem to require some sequel, some the twelfth year of Claudius, a.d. 52. — 
reason, after his seizure, why he was there The contrast between Tcrtnllns’s and Paul’s 
present and freed from Jewish durance, winning favour with the judge is remark- 
The phaenomcna are common enough in able. The former I have characterized 
the Acts, of unaccountable insertions ; but above. But the Apostle, using no flattery, 
in this place it is the omission which is yet alleges the one point which could really 
unaccountable, for no similarity of ending, win attention to him from Felix, viz. his 
no doctrinal consideration can have led to confidence arising from syieaking before one 
it. 8.] by examining of whom, if loell skilled hg experience in the manners 

the dispute words be inserted, refers na- and customs of the Jews. 11. twelve 

turally enough to Lysias ; hut if they he days] The point of this seems to be, that 
omitted, to Paul, which would be very un- Felix having been so long time a judge 
likely, — that the judge should be referred among the Jews, must be well able to 
to the prisoner (for examination by torture search into and adjudicate on an offence 
on one who had already claimed his rights whose whole course w^as comprised within 
as a Roman citizen, can hardly be intended) so short a jicriod. — The twelve days may 
for the particulars laid to his chai^ge. Ccr- be thus made out : 1. his arrival in Jerii- 
tainly it might, on the other hand, be said salem, eh. xxi. 15 — 17 ; 2. his interview 
that Tertullus would hardly refer the go- with James, ib. 18 ff . ; 3. his taking on 
vernor to Lysias, whoso interference he him the vow, ib. 26; 3—7. the time of 
had just characterized in such terms of the vow, interrupted by — 7. his apprehen- 
blame ; but (which is a strong argument sion, ch. xxi. 27 ; 8. his appearance before 
for the genuineness of the doubtful words) the Sanhedrim, ch. xxii. 30 fl’. ; 9. his de- 
remarkably enough, we find Felix, ver. 22, parture from Jerusalem (at night) ; and so 
putting off the trial till the arrival of to the 13th, the day now current, which 
Ijysias. The English reader should bo cau- was the 6th inclusive from his leaying Je- 
tioned against one mistake which the form rusalcm. This is far more natural than to 
of the words in the A. V. rather encou- suppose that the days which he had already 
rages : the referring whom to the (accusers, spent at Coesarea are not to be counted, bo- 
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whereof they now accuse me. But this I confess unto 
thee, that after *^the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the ^ God of my fathers, believing all things 12x1^1.3. 
which are written in ^ the law and in the prophets : ' 

and "have hope toward God, which they themselves “ 0 = 
also allow, "that there shall be a resurrection of t/ie olln!x-^2. 
dead,'] both of the lust and uniust. And herein do t / 
exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of 
offence toward God, and toward men. 17 % Note after 
many years ‘’I came to bring alms to my nation, and ^ 
offerings. 1 ^ ^ Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found yuiJI: Gau^* 
me puriffed in the temple, neither with multitude, nor r ^ 
with tumult. 1 '^ ® Who ought to have been here before 

® omit. ^ render, I alsO- & render. But. 

^ or. Amidst which, i. e. my offerings. For the literal rendering, and force, 
see notes. 

cause his raising disturbances while in cus- Sadducees. But perhaps this inference is 
tody was out of tlie question. 12. in too hasty ; Paul might regard them as 

the city] literally, throughout the city, representing the whole Jewish people, and 
‘ any where in the city / as we say, ‘ speak generally, as he does of the same 

down the streets.* 14.] The But here hope ch. xxvi. 7, where he assigns it to 
has its peculiar force, of taking off the “o?/r twelve tribes.** The words of the 
attention from what has immediately pre- dead,** inserted here in some MSS. to fill 
ceded, and raising a new point as more up the meaning, arc not likely to have 
worthy of notice. But, (‘ if thox(^ tvouldst been spoken by the Apostle. The juxta- 
tmly know the reason why they accuse me*), position of those words, which excited 
this is the whole grievance. heresy, mockery even when the Gos])el was being 

in allusion to the same word used hy Ter- directly ^reached, would hardly have been 
tullus, vcr. 5. The word is capable of an hazarded in this defence, where every ex- 
indiflerent or of a bad sense. Tertullus pression is so carefully weighed. 16. 

had used it in the latter. Paul explains herein] accordingly, i.e. ‘having and che- 
wliat it really was. the God of my risliing this hope.^ I also, i. e. ‘ as 

fathers] literally, my paternal God (sec well as they.* 17.] But refers back 
below). Notice, in the w ords the skill of to the former “ hut,** ver. 14. ‘ But the 

Paul. Tlie term was one w’ell known to matter of wdiich they complain is this, that 
the Greeks and Bonmns, and which w^ould after an absence of many years,’ &c. — See 
earry with it its own justiheation. The 1 Cor. xvi. 3, 4; 2 Cor. vih. ix. notes, ch. 
abandonment of a man’s national worshij) xx. 4. 18.] The construction in the 

and atta( hing himself to strange gods and original is peculiar, and can hardly be re- 
modes of worship was regarded unfavour- presented in a faithful English version, 
ably by the Romans : and the Jewrs had The nominative case to the verb found 
had their worship of their fathers’ God has to be supplied, somehow'* thus : amidst 
with their ancient national rites, again and wMch they found me purified in the 
again secured to them by decrees of ma- temple, none who detected me in the 
gistrates and of the senate. In his address act of raising a tumult .... but certain 
to the Jews (ch. xxii. 14) the similar ex- Asiatic Jews .... Tliis would leave it to 
pression, “ the Ood of our fathers,** brings he inferred that no legal officers had ap- 
out more clearly those individual fathers, prehended him, but certain private indi- 
in w'hoin Felix had no interest further than viduals, illegally ; who besides had not come 
tlie identification of FauVs religion with forw'ard to substantiate any charge against 
that of his ancestors required. 16. him. 19.] This also is a skilful ar^- 

they themselves] literally, these very men. inent on the part of the Apostle ; — it being 
It would apyiear from this, that the High the custom of the Romans not to judge a 
Priest and the deputation were not of the prisoner without the accusers face to face. 
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thee, and object, if they had ought against me. Or 
else let these same here say, ^ {f they have found any evil 
doing in me, while I stood before the council, except it 
be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, 
^Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question by you this day. And when Felix heard these 
things, having more perfect knowledge of ^ that way, he 
deferred them, and said. When Lysias the chief capfein 
shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your 
matter. 23 commanded a centurion to keep Paul, 

and to let him have liberty, and * that he should forbid 
none of his acquaintance to minister \} or eomc'] xiito him. 
24^ And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard 
him concerning the faith in Christ. 25 And as he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and ^judgment to come, 

t read, what evil-doiiig they found. 

^ render, the : eee note on eh. ix. 2. ^ omit, 

render, the judgment which is to come. 

he deposes that his real accusers were the was expected, or summoned, or ever came to 
Asiatic Jews, wlio first raised tlie cry he heard, is very doubtful. The real mo- 
against him in the ttnnple, — not the San- tive of the deferring appears in ver. 26. 
hedrim, wlio merely received him at tlie The comparative ‘‘more perfect’’ implies, 
hands of others, — and that these toere not “ more accurate than to need additional in- 
present. 20.] Otherwise : Or let formation.” he deferred them] them, 

these persons themselves say, what fault viz. both parties *. not, “ these things.'* 
they found in me while I stood before the 23. liberty] Not literally and ab- 

Sanhedrim, other than in the matter of this solutely, for he was in military custody, 
one saying. 22. having more perfect hut it was relaxed as much as was con- 
knowledge about the way] not, *tiU he sistent with safe custody. Kemission, or 
should obtain more accurate knowledge’ relaxation, would perhaps be a better ren- 
(uugraminatical) : nor, ^ since he had now dering than 24. when Felix 
obtained* (viz. by Paul’s speech, which the came] Into the hall or chamber where 
words will not bear). But this, the only Paul was to speak. Drusilla] She 

right rendering, is variously understood, was daughter of Herod Agrippa I. (see 
Chrysostom says ; “ He adjourned the case ch. xii.) and of Cypros, — and sister of 
purposely, not because he wanted informa- Agrippa II. She was betrothed at six 
tion, but because he wished to put oft* the years old to Epiphanes son of Antiochus, 
Jews. He was not willing to acquit the king of Commagene ; but he declining the 
prisoner, for fear of them.” And nearly so marriage, not wishing to be circumcised 
Luther and others. But these interpreta- and become a Jew, she was married to 
tions, as De Wette observes, overlook the the more obsequious Azizus, king of 
circumstance, that such a reason for ad- Emesa. Not long after, Felix, being 
journment would bo as unfavourable to enamoured of her beauty, persuaded her, 
Faul as to the Jews. Meyer explains it, by means of a certain Simon, a Cyprian 
that he ac^'oumed the case, * because,* &c. magician (see note on ch. viii. 9), to leave 
But this would imply that he was favourably her husband and live with him. She bore 
disposed to Faul. The simplest explanation him a son, Agrippa : and both mother and 
is that given by De Wette : He put them son perished in an eruption of Vesuvius, in 
off* to another time, not as requiring any the reign of Titus. — The Drusilla men- 
more information about ‘ the way,’ for tioned by Tacitus, a granddaughter of 
that matter he knew before, — but waiting Antony and Cleopatra, must have been 
for the arrival of Lysias. — Wliethcr Lysias another wife of Felix, whp was thrice 
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Felix ^trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 

He hoped also that ^ money should have been given him ^ ^xod.xxui. 
of Paul[, 0 that he might loose hwi] : wherefore he sent for 
him the oftener, and communed with him. ^7 But after 
two years Porcius Festus came into Felix^ room : and 
Felix, willing to V sheio the Jews a pleasure^ left Paul 
boiftid. ‘ 

XXV. 1 Now when Festus was come into the province, 
after three days he ascended from Ca3sarea to Jerusalem. 

^^^Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews in- 
formed him against Paul, and besought him, ^ and desired 
favour against him, that he would send for him to Jeru- 
salem, ^ laying wait in the way to kill him. But Festus 
answered, that l^aul should be kept at Caesarea, and that 
he himself would depart shortly thither. ^ Let them 

^ literally, becoming alarmed, answered. There is nothing in the original 
to answer to “ trembled.” 

® omit, with all our oldest auiliorities. 

P render, win favour with the Jews. ^ read, And. 


married, and each time to persons of royal 
birth; Suetonius culls him the husband 
of three queens.” 26.] It is remark- 

able that Tacitus uses of Felix the ex- 
pression, he thought himself licensed to 
commit all crimes with impunity.” The 
fear of Felix appears to liavc operated 
merely in his sending away Paul : no im- 
pression for good was made on him. 

26. ] The Julian law enacted that no one 
should receive any consideration for throw- 
ing a man into prison, for putting him 
into bonds, or releasing him, or for a 
condemnation or an acquittal. Mr. Hum- 
phry observes, that Albinus, who succeeded 
Festus, so much encouraged this kind of 
bribery, that no malefactors remained in 
prison, except those who did not ofler 
money for their liberation. St. Paul did 
not resort to this mode of shortening his 
tedious and unjust imprisonment, and 
Tertullian quotes his conduct in this 
respect against those who were disposed 
to purchiise escape from persecution : a 
practice which prevailed and became a 
great evil in the time of Cyprian. 

27. two years] viz. of Paul’s imprison- 
ment. Porcius Festus] Festus ap- 

pears to have succeeded Felix in the sum- 
mer or autumn of the year 60 A.n. : but 
the question is one of much chronological 
difficulty. He found the province wasted 


and harassed by bands of robbers and 
sicarii (assassins), and the peo})le the prey 
of false prophets. He died, after being 
procurator a very short time, — from one to 
two years. Josephus contrasts him, as a 
putter down of robbers, favourably wdtli 
his successor Albinus. It was a natural 
wish of Felix at this time to confer obliga- 
tions on the Jews, who w^ere sending to 
comjJain of him at Rome. left Paul 

bound] There was no change in the metliod 
of custody, see note on ver. 23. He left 
him in the ‘ military custody ’ in which 
he was. XXV. 1. the province] The 
term is properly used of sx. province, whether 
imperial or senatorial (see note on ch. xiii. 
7), — but is here loosely applied to Juda'a, 
which was only a procuratorship, attached 
to the pi'ovince of Syria. 2. the high 

priest] The High Priest now was Ishmael 
the son of l^habi. See chronological table 
in the Introduction. The term chief of 
the JewB is more general than elders,” 
though most of the chief men must have 
been members of the Sanhedrim. Festus, 
relating this application, ver. 15, calls them 
elders.” 3.] favour is explained to 

mean condemnation, ver. 15. laying 
wait] They were making, contriving, the 
ambush already. The country was at this 
time, as may be seen abundantly in Josephus, 
full of sicarii (assassins) : who were hired 
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therefore, said he, which ^ among you are able, go down 
c with me, and accuse this man, ® if there be any wickedness 

in him. ^ And when he had tarried among them ® more 
than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea ; and the next 
day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be 
brought. 7 And when he was come, the Jews which came 
d Mark xv. 8. dowu from J erusalciu stood round about, and laid many 
and grievous complaints ^ against Paul, which they could 
ech.vi.i3: not prove. ^ While '^Jie answered for himself, ® Neither 

xxi V 12 * ^ 

xxviii. 17. against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, 
nor yet against Cmsar, have I offended any thing at all. 
fch.xxiv. 27 . 9 But Fcstus, ^willing to ^do the Jews a pleasure'] ansAvered 
gver. 2 o. Paul, and said, ^ Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there 
be judged of these things before me ? y Then said Paul, 
I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be 
judged : to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very 
hvcr. 25 ch. 'vvell knowest. if I be an offender, ^ or have 

Svi! S.' committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die : 
but if there be none of these things whereof those accuse 
deliver me unto them. appeal unto 


r render, are powerful among you. 

read, iiot morc than eight or ten, 

^ read, him. ^ read, Paul. 

^ render, will favour with the Jews. 

y render, But Paul said. 2 read. If thcil. 

render, And. 


bj the various parties to take off tlieir ad- 
versaries. 5. are powerful] not, as in 
A. V., “ those among you that are able ” 
[to go down ?] : but, are powerful among 
you; those who from their position and 
influence are best calculated to represent 
the public interests. 6.] The number 

of days is variously read. It is possible 
that a perverted notion of the necessity of 
an absolute precision in details in the in- 
spired text, may have occasioned the erasure 
of one of the numbers. 8 .] These 

were the three principal charges to which 
the many and grievous complaints^* of 
the Jews referred. 9.] The question 

is asked of Paul as a Roman citizen, having 
a right to be tried by Roman law: and 
more is contained in it, than at first meets 
the eye. It seems to propose only a change 
oi place; but doubtless in it was contained 
by implication a sentence pronounced by 
the Sanhedrim. The words before me may 
mean no more than that the procurator 
would be present and sanction the trial: 


Grotius interprets it “wilt thou be judged 
by the Sanhedrim in my })resencc ? Other- 
wise, a journ(*y to Jerusalem would he 
superfluous. Festiis may very probably 
have anticipated the rejection of this pro- 
posal by Paul, and have wished to make it 
appear that the obstacle in the way of 
Paul being tried by the Sanhedrim arose 
not from him, but from the prisoner him- 
self. 10.] PauTs refusal has a positive 

and a negative ground — 1. ' C(Bsar*s tri- 
bunal is my proper place of judgment .* 
2. To the Jews I have done no harm, and 
they have therefore no claim to judge me* 
I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat] 
Meyer quotes from Ulpian, “ What is done 
by a procurator of Ca3sar, is approved as 
if it were done by CoL'sar himself.^' 
as thou very well knowest] literally, 
knowest better than thou choosest to 
confess. We have an ellipsis of the same 
kind in our phrase ^ to know better* Or 
it may be in this case as in 2 Tim. i. 18, 
'better, than that I need say more on 
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Caesar, Then Festus, when he had conferred with the 
council, answered, ^ Hast thou appealed unto Ccesar ? unto 
Caesar shalt thou go. after certain days king 

Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 

And when they had been there many days, Festus 

letter^ ThoU hast appealed unto Caesar {iLinthout the question : see 
noi^. 


it but I prefer the other interpretation. 

11. no man may (literally, can) 
deliver me] Said of legal jwssihility : “ it 
is not lawful for any man The 

dilemma here put by St. Paul is, If I am 
guilty^ it i&^not hy them-f hut hy Ccesar^ 
that I must he {and am willing to he) 
tried^ sentenced^ and punished. If I am 
innocent y and Caesar acquits me^ then 
clearly none will he empowered to give me 
up to them : therefore, at all events, guilty 
or innocent, I am not to he made their 
victim."' I appeal unto Caesar] lite- 
rally, I call upon, i. e, appeal to Caesar. 
This pow^er (of appeal to the people) having 
existed in very early times was ensured to 
Roman citizens by the Lex Valeria in the 
year of Home 215, suspended by the De- 
cemviri, but solemnly re-established after 
their dejmition a.it.c. 305, when it was 
decreed that it should be unlawful to make 
any magistrate from whom there did not 
lie an appeal. When the emperors ab- 
sorbed the pouter of the people and the 
trihunitial veto in tliemselvcs, the appeals 
to the ])eople and to the tribunes were 
both made to the emperor. In Pliny’s 
celebrated Epistle to the Emperor Trajan 
respecting the Bithynian Christians, we 
read, ‘‘ Others shared in the like madness, 
whom, as they were Roman citizens, I 
noted to he sent to the metropolis.” 

12. the council] The convention, or as- 
sembly of citizens in the provinces, as- 
sembled to tiy causes on the court-days, sec 
ch. xix. 38. A certain number of these were 
chosen as jurymen, for the particular causes, 
by the proconsul, and these were called his 
‘ councillors," or ‘ assessors." So in .Josephus, 
Cestius, on receiving an application from 
Jerusalem respecting the conduct of Florus, 
took counsel with his assessors, or council. 
He consulted them, to decide wdiethcr the 
appeal was to be conceded, or if conceded, 
to be at once acted on. The law provided 
that if the matter did not admit of delay, 
the appeal was not allowed. The sense 
is stronger and better without a question 
after the first clause of Festus’s answer. — 
Thus were the two — the design of Paul 
(ch. xix. 21), and the promise of our Lord 
to him (ch. xxiii. 11)— brought to theii* 


fulfilment, by a combination of providential 
circumstances. We can hardly say that 
these must have influenced Paul in making 
his appeal ; that step is naturally accounted 
for, and was rendered necessary by the 
difficulties which now beset him : but w^e 
may be sure that the prospect at length, 
after his long and tedious imprisonment, of 
seeing Rome, must at this time have cheered 
him, and caused him to hear the decision 
of Festus, “ To Cmsar shalt thou go,” with 
no small emotion. 13.] Hekod 

Aorippa II., son of the Herod of ch. xii. 
(see note on ver. 1 there), was at Rome, 
and seventeen only, when his father died. 
Claudius w^as about to send him to succeed 
to the kingdom, but was dissuaded hy his 
freedmen and favourites, and sent Cuspius 
Fadus as ])rocurator instead. Soon after, 
Claudius gave him the principality of 
Chalcis, which had been held by his uncle 
Herod, — the presidency of the temple at 
Jerusalem and of its treasures, — and the 
appointment of the High Priest. Some 
years after the same emperor added to his 
jurisdiction the former tetrarchy of Philip, 
and Batana'a, Trachointis, and Abilene, 
with the title of King. Kero afterwards 
annexed Tiberias, Tarichca, Julias, and 
fourteen neighbouring villages to his king- 
dom. He built a large palace at Jeru- 
salem ; but offended the Jews by con- 
structing it so as to overlook the temple, 
and by his capneious changes in the high 
priesthood,— and was not much esteemed 
by them. When the last war broke out, 
he attached himself throughout to the 
Romans. He died in the third year of 
Trajan, and fifty-first of his reign, aged 
about seventy. Bernice] nie Mace- 
donian form {Berenice or Beronice) for 
Pherenice. She was the eldest daughter of 
Herod Agrippa I., and first married to h(?r 
uncle Herod, prince of Chalcis. After his 
death she lived with Agripj^a her brother, 
but not without sus])icion ; in consequence 
of which she married Polcmo, king of 
Cilicia. The marriage was, ho\vover, soon 
dissolved, and she returned to her brother. 
She was afterwards the mistress of Vespa- 
sian, and of Titus. to salute Festus] 
on his accession to the procuratorsliip, to 
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kch.xxi7.27. declared Paul’s cause unto the king, saying, There is a 
iver.2,8. certain man left in bonds by Felix : ^ about whom, when 

I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the ciders of the 
Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against 
mver.4,5. him. "" To whom I answered. It is not the manner of 
the Romans to c deliver any man to die^, before that he 
which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have 
licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid 
against him. Therefore, when they were come hither, 
nver.c. ^ without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment 
seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth. 

^Against whom when the accusers stood nip, they 
brought ^ none accusation of such things as I supposed : 
^^°but had certain questions against him of their own 
& si(2:)erstition y and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom 
Paul affirmed to be alive. And because I doubted of 
such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would 
go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. 
21 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the 
hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I 
p seech. lx. might Send him to Cinsar. 22 Then ^’Agripjia said unto 
Fcstus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, 
said he, thou shalt hear him. 23 ^^^d on the morrow, 

® render, give up. 

^ omit, with almost all our oldest authorities, 

® render, Round about. 

^ Most of our oldest authorities read, none Ovil acCUSation \ hut there are 
variations amoufj them. 

S render, religion. 


gain his favour. 14. declared Paul’s 
cause] He did this, not only because 
Agrippa was a Jew, hut because he was 
(see above) governor of the temple. 

16. to give up] i. e. to his enemies, and 
for destruction. On the practice of the 
Homans, here nobly and truly alleged, 
several citations occur in Urotius and 
Wetstein. 18. Bound about whom] 

See ver. 7 : the A. V., ‘ against whom,* is 
wrong. 19.] The word rendered 

religion is used by Festus in a middle 
sense, certainly not as equivalent to ^super- 
stition,* A. V., speaking as he was to 
Agrippa, a Jew. 20.] See the real 

reason why he proposed this, ver. 9. This 
he now conceals, and alleges his modesty 
in referring such matters to the judgment 
of the Jews themselves. This would be 


])lcasing to his guest Agrippa. 21. 

Augustus (ill the Greek, Sebastos)] This 
title was first conferred by the senate on 
Octavianus, and borne by all succeeding 
emperors. Dio Cassius says: “Augustus 
imidics that he was something more than 
man : for all most revered and sacred 
things are called august. Whence also 
they called him Sebastos, after the Greek 
manner, as one to he adored, from sehazo- 
mai, to adore.” 22. I would bear the 
man myself] literally, I was wishing to . . . 
It is a modest way of expressing a wish, 
formed in this case while the procurator 
was speaking, but spoken of by Agrippa as 
if now passed by, and therefore not pressed. 
See liom. ix. 3, and note there. Agrippa, 
as a Jew, is anxious to hear Paul's defence, 
as a matter of national interest. The pro- 
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when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, 
and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief 
captains, and principal men of the city, at Festns’ com- 
mandment Paul was brought forth. And Festus said. 

King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with 
us, ye see this man, about whom ^all the multitude of the 7 . 

Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and aho here, 
crying that he ought ’^not to live any longer. 25 J3u|; rch.Txii. 22 . 

xvlim%\ I found ®that he had committed nothing worthy 
of death, *and '^that he himself ly^hath^ appealed to tver. 11,12. 
Augustus, I have] determined to send him. Of 

whom I 'have no certain thing to write unto my lord. 
Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and 
specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after exami- 
nation had, I might have somewhat to write. 27 Yor it 
seemeth to me unreasonable ^ to send a prisoner, [} and] 
not withal to signify the crimes laid against him. 

XXVI. ^ Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art 
permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paid stretched forth 
the hand, and answered for himself : ^ I think myself 

^ omit. ^ render y Seeing that. 

^ render y when Sending. 1 omit. 


curator’s ready conscut is ex]ilamed, ver. 
26. 23. with great pomp] Wetstein 

fiiudy remarks on the words, “ This 
was in tiie same city where the father of 
Agrijipa and Berniec had been eaten of 
worms for Ins blaspliemons pride.” 
the place of hearing] The original is a 
Greek word, formed after the Latin ‘ audi- 
tormm perhaps no fixed hall of audience, 
hut the chamber or saloon set apart for 
this occasion. the chief captains] 

These were the tribunes of the cohorts 
stationed at Caesarea. Stier remarks, 
“ Yet more and more complete must the 
giving of the testimony in these parts be, 
before the witness departs for Koine. In 
Jerusalem, the long-suffering of the Lord 
towards tlie rejectors of the Gospel w^as 
now exhausted. In Antioch, the residence 
of the IVajses (or governor) of Syria, the new 
mother church of Jewish and Gentile Chris- 
tians was flourishing; here, in Caesarea, the 
residence of the procurator, the testimony 
W'hich had begun in the house of Cornelius 
the centurion, had now risen u))ward, till 
it comes before this brilliant assembly of 
all the local authorities, in the presence of 
the last king of the Jews.” 24. all 

the multitude of the Jews] At Jerusalem 


(ver. 1) literallyy by the popular voice 
(probably) of some tumultuous outcry : — 
here, hy their deputation. 25. that he 
had committed nothing worthy of death, 
and seeing that he himself . . . .] These 
reasons did really coexist as influencing 
Festus’s determination. 26. no cer- 

tain thing] i.c. nothing fixed, definite. 
The whole matter had been hitherto ob- 
scured by the exaggerations and fictions of 
the Jews. unto my lord] viz. Nero. 
Augustus and Tiberius refused this title ; 
Caligula and (apparently) all following 
bore it : but it was not a recognized title 
of any emperor before Domitian. Olshau- 
sen remarks, that now first was our Lord’s 
prophecy, Matt. x. 18, Mark xiii. 9, ful- 
filled. But Meyer answers well, that wo 
do not know enough of* the history of the 
other Apostles to be able to say this with 
any certainty. James the greater, and 
Peter, had in all probability stood before 
Agrippa I. See ch. xii. 2, 3. XXVI. 
1.] The stretching out of the hand by a 
speaker was not, as Hammond supposes, 
the same as the “ hechoning ivith the hand^* 
of ch. xii. 17; xiii. 16. The latter was to 
ensure silence ; but this, a formal attitude 
usual with orators. Apulcius describes it 
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happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself 
this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am 
accused of the Jews : ^ especially ^ because I know thee to 
phu.'m.l!' he expert in all customs and questions which are among 
c (Jen. lii. 15 ; the J ews : wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. 

My manner of life from my yoiitli, which was at the first 
2 Sam.vii. 12. among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews ; 

Ps. KXKXiL 1 #11 

V: ^ which knew me from the beginning, if they would 

iler. xxiil. 6 testify, that after ® the ^ most straitest sect of our religion 
Eri'w- I lived a Pharisee. ® ^ And now I stand and am judged 
T)an!ix!^24. for the hopc of ®the promise made of God unto our 
vh. xiii. 32 . ' fathers : 7 unto which promise ^ our twelve tribes, in* 
d .Tiunesft. stautly serving God day and nighty Giope to come. For 
l^Tliefis. iii. which hope^s sake, Vking Agrippa, I am accused of the 
fPhfuii.ii. Jews. 8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible 


^ render, because thou art. 

® render, night and day. 

very precisely. Tlie hand was stretched 
out with the two lower fingers shut, and 
the rest straightened. St, PauFs hand was 
chained — comiiare these hondsP vcr. 29. 

6. the strictest sect] St^e ch. xxii. 
3. Josephus calls the Pharisees a sect of 
the Jews professing to bo more devout 
tlian other men, and to observe the laws 
more strictly The use of the term finds 
another example in Epli. v. 15, which is 
literally, “ See ye walk strictly. The word 
rendered sect is the same as that rendered 
in ch. xxiv. 5, 14 ** heresy, here used in an 
indifferent sense. 6,] The promise 

spoken of is not that of the resurrection 
merely, but that of a Messiah and His 
kingdom, involving (ver. 8) the resurrec- 
tion. This is evident from the way in 
which he brings in the mention of Jesus 
of Nazareth, and connects His exaltation 
(ver. 18) with the universal preaching of 
repentance and remission of sins. Hut he 
hints merely at this hope, and does not 
explain it fully : for Agrippa knew well 
what was intended, and the mention of any 
king hut Ccesar would have misled and pre- 
judiced the Homan procurator. There is 
great skill in binding on his former Phari- 
saic life of orthodoxy (in externals), to his 
now real and living defence of the hope of 
Israel. But though he thus far identifies 
them, he makes no concealment of the dif- 
ference between them, ver. 9 ff. 7. 

our twelve tribes] The Jews in Judaea, 
and those of the dispersion also. See 
James i, 1. There was a difference between 


^ i. e. strictest. 

P read, 0 Idllg. 

Paul and the Jews, which lies beneath the 
surface of tliis verse, hut is yet not brought 
out ; he had already arrived at the accom- 
plishment of this hopc, to which they, with 
all their sacrifices and zeal, were as yet only 
earnestly tending, having it yet in the 
future only (see Horn. x. 2). It was con- 
cerning this hope (in what sense api)ear8 
not yet) that he was accused by the Jews. 

8 .] Having impressed on his hearers 
the injustice of this charge from the Jews, 
with reference to his holding that hope 
which they themselves held, he now leaves 
much to be filled up, not giving a con- 
fession of his own faith, hut proceeding 
as if it were well understood. ‘You as- 
sume rightly, that 1 mean by this hope, iu 
my own case, my believing it accomplished 
in the crucified and risen Jesus of Naza- 
reth.' Then, this being acknowledged, he 
goes on to shew how his own view became 
80 changed with regard to Jesus; drawing 
a contrast in some respects between him- 
self, who was snpernaturally brought to 
the faith, and them, who yet could not 
refuse to believe that God could and might 
raise the dead. All this he mainly ad- 
dresses to Agrippa (ver. 26), as being the 
best acquainted with the circumstances, 
and, from his position, best qualified to 
judge of them. It may he, as Stier 
suggests, that if not open, yet practical 
Sadduceism had tainted the Herodian 
family. Paul knew, at all events, how 
generally the highly cultivated, and those 
in power and wealth, despised and thought 
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with you, God should raise the dead? ^ verily 2. 

thought with myself, that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which ^ 
thing I also did in Jerusalem : and many of the saints did 
I shut up in having received authority ^from the 

chief priests ; and when they were put to death, I gave my 
^ voice against them. ^And I punished them oft in kch.xxii. 19 . 
every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme ; and 
being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them 
even unto strange cities, Whereupon as I went toich^j^*g»' 
Damascus with authority and commission from the chief 
priests, at midday, 0 king, I saw in the way a light 
from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me and them which journeyed with me. 

And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a 
voice ^ sjjcalxiiig unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, 

Saul, Saul, why pcrsecutest thou me ? it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks. And I said, Who art thou. 


^ render, if God raiseth. 

® render, VOtc. 

incredible the doctrine of the resurrection. 

It is not, as commonly rendered, 
' that God should raise the dead * (E. V.) : 
hut the question is far stronger than this : 
why is it judged by you a thing past 
belief, if God raises the dead 1 God, 

in His exercise of poioer, sees fit to raise 
the dead (the word implying that such a 
fact has veritably talcen place), is it for 
you to refuse to believe it V 9.] 

Henceforward he passes to his own history, 
— how he once refused, like them, to 
believe in Jesus : and shews them both the 
process of his conversion, and the ministry 
with which he was entrusted to others. 

10, 11.] This is the great persecu- 
tion” of ch. viii. 1. We are surprised 
here by the unexpected word saints (holy 
ones), which it might have been thought 
he would have rather in this presence 
avoided. But, as Stier remarks, it belongs 
to the more confident tone of this speech, 
which he delivers, not as a prisoner defend- 
ing himself, but as one being heard before 
those who were his audience, not his judges. 

I gave my vote against them can 
hardly be taken figuratively, as many 
Commentators, trying to escape from the 
inference that the young man ” Saul was 
a member of the Sanhedrim ; but must be 
understood as testifying to this very fact, 
however strange it may seem. He can 


^ render, prisons, 
t render, saying unto me. 

hardly have been less than thirty, when 
sent on his errand of j>ersecution to 
Damascus. On the fact, compare the 
words “ Saul was consenting unto his 
death,” ch. \uii. 1. 11. punished 

them] viz. by scourging ; comp. Matt. x. 
17. I compeUed them to blaspheme does 
not imj)ly that any did blaspheme (Christ : 
so Pliny, in his celebrated Epistle, speaks 
of ordering the Bithynian Christians to 
curse Christ, and adds, that he hears none 
can be compelled to do this who are really 
Christians) : the verb only relates the 
attempt. The persecuting the Christians 
even to foreign cities, forms the transition 
to the narrative following. 12. Where- 
upon] literally. In which things (being 
engaged). 13.] See notes on ch. ix. 

3 — 8, where I have treated of the discre- 
pancies, real or only apparent, between the 
three accounts of SauPs conversion. See 
also ch. xxii. 6 — 10. 14. in the He- 

brew tongue] These words are expressed 
here only. In ch. ix. we have the fact 
remarkably preserved by the Hebrew form 
in the original; in ch. xxii. he was speak- 
ing in Hebrew, and the notice was not 
required. it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks] This is found here 
only; in ch. ix. the words are spurious, 
having been inserted from this place. The 
metaphor is derived from oxen at plough 
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Lord P And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 
But rise, and stand upon thy feet ; for I have appeared 
m oh. xxil. 15. unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and 
n oh. xxii. 21 . a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and 
fi^^g^.jLuke of those things in the which I will appear unto thee ; 
3 CorW. 4 . delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 

pJcJrvi’i/' whom [^noiv] I send thee, ®to open their ej^es, 

8^' Com. [y and~\ to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
ii%.25.®^' the power of Satan unto God, ^that they may receive 

q Luke i. 77. ^ y n . , . , . *^1 1 • -I 

forgiveness of sms, and ^inheritance among them which 

^ ready with all our oldest authorities, the Lord. ^ 

^ omit, with all our 3£SS, y omit. 


z render, that they may turn. 

or drawing a burden, who, on being 
pricked with the goad, kick against it, and 
so cause it to pierce deeper. See instances, 
in iny Greek Test., of the use of tlie pro- 
verb, 16 — 19.] There can be no ques- 

tion that St. Paul here condenses into one, 
various sayings of our Lord to him at 
different timesy in visions, see ch. xxii. 
18 — 21 ; and hy Ananias, ch. ix. 15 ; see 
also ch. xxii. 15, 16. Nor can this, on the 
strictest view, be considered any deviation 
from truth. It is what all must more or 
less do who are abridging a narrative, or 
giving the general sense of tilings said at 
various times. Tlierc were reasons for its 
being minute and particular in the details 
of his conversion ; that once related, the 
commission which he thereupon received is 
not followed into its details, but summed 
up as committed to him hy the Lord him- 
self. It would be not only irreverent, but 
false, to imagine that he put his own 
thoughts into the mouth of our Lord ; but 
I do not see, with Stier, the necessity of 
maintaining that all these words were ac- 
tually spoken to him at some time by the 
Lord. The message delivered by Ananias 
certainly furnished some of them ; and the 
unmistak cable utterings of God’s Spirit 
which supernaturally led him, may have 
furnished more, all within the limits of 
truth. 16.] for this purpose refers 
to what follows, to make thee, &c.; for 
gives the reason for rise, and stand upon 
thy feet. See reff‘. of these things 
which thou hast seen] Stier remarks, 
that Paul was the witness of the glory 
of Christ : whereas Peter, the first of the 
former twelve, describes himself (1 Pet. 
V. 1) as ‘a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partaker of the glory that 
shall he revealed.’ So true it was that this 
laiest horn among the Apostles, became. 


by divine grace, more than they all (1 Cor. 
XV. 8 — 10). — The expression a minister of 
those things which thou hast seen may 
be compared with ministers of the word,^' 
which St. Luke calls the eye-witnesses, 
Luke i. 2. and of those things in 
the which (or, on account of which) I 
will appear unto thee] That such visions 
did take place, we know, from ch. xviii. 9; 
xxii. 18 j xxiii. 11; 2 Cor. xii. 1; Gal. i. 
12. 17. delivering thee from] This, 

and not ‘ choosing thee out off is the right 
meaning. the people] as elsewhere, 

the Jewish people. “ Thus,” says Calvin, 
“the Lord armed him against all fears 
which awaited him, and at the same time 
prepared him to bear the cross.” 
unto whom] to both, the i^eoplc, and the 
Gentiles ; not the Gentiles only. 18.] 
not, as Beza, and A. V., '•to turn them d 
hut, that they may turn ; see ver. 20. — The 
general reference of whom becomes tacitly 
modified (not exi)ressly, speaking as be was 
to the JewAgrippa)by the expressions above, 
darkness and the power of Satan, both, 
in. the common language of the Jews, 
a))j)licablc only to the Gentiles. But in 
reality, and in Paul’s mind, they had their 
sense as apjdied to Jews, — who were in 
spiritual darkness and under Satan’s power, 
however little they thought it. See Col. 
i. 13. that they may receive] A 

third step : first the opening of the eyes — 
next, the turning to God — next, the re- 
ceiving remission of sins and a place among 
the sanctified; see ch. xx. 32. — This last 
reference determines the words hy faith 
that is in me to belong, not to sanctified, 
but to receive. — Tims the great object of 
Paul’s preaching was to awaken and shew 
the necessity and efficacy oi faith that is 
in Christ. And fuUy, long ere this, had 
ho recognized and actod on this his great 



16-24. 


THE ACTS. 


821 


are "sanctified, by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O »ch.xx.82. 
king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision: 20 "biit ‘shewed first unto them of Damascus, 

[y at] J erusalem, and throughout all the ^ coasts of J udaea, 
and [y then] to the Gentiles, that they should 
turn to God, and do '‘works ^ meet for repentance. 21 Pop uitfatt.iu.s. 
these causes * the Jews caught me in the temple, and 
® tcent about to kill me. 22 Having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to 
small and great, saying none other things than those 
y which the prophets and ^ Moses did say should come : ^ 

23 a d. Christ should suffer, and that he should he the 
first that should rise from the dead, and ^should shew light 
unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 24. as he thus bicor.xr.jo. 
spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, 


y omit. ®’ render, country. 

^ render, worthy of their. ® render, cndeavoured. 

^ render. If [at least] Christ was liable to suffering, and, first rising 
from the dead, was to ... . 


mission. The epistles to the Galatians and 
liomans are two noble monuments of the 
Apostle of Faith. 19; I waa not 
disobedient] See Isa, 1. 5. 22.] The 

therefore refers to the whole course of 
deliverances which he had had from God, 
not merely to the last. It serves to close 
the narrative, by shewing how it was that 
he was there that day, — after such repeated 
persecutions, crowned by this last attempt 
to destroy him. 29. If (not, " ihatf 
as A. V.)] meaning, that the things fol- 
lowing w^ere patent facts to those who 
knew the prophets. See Heb. vii. 15 
(marginal rendering), where if has the 
same sense. The first thing which 

was thus patent was not, as Beza, and 
A. V., “ that Christ should stdfer but 
that Christ was liable to suffering. St. 
Paul docs not refer to the prophetic an- 
nouncement, or the historical reality, of 
the fact of ChrisPs suffering, but to the 
idea of the Messiah, as passible and suf- 
fering, being in accordance with the tes- 
timony of the prophets. That the fact of 
His having suffered on the cross was in the 
Apostle’s mind, can hardly be doubted: 
hut that the words do not assert it, is evi- 
dent from the change of construction in the 
next clause, where the fact of the bringing 
life and immortality to light by the resur- 
rection is spoken of. first rising from 
the dead] literally, first from the resur- 
rection of the dead: implying that this 
VOL. I. 


light, to be preached to the Jews (the 
people) and Gentiles, must spriug^row the 
resurrection of the dead, and that Christ, 
the first from the resurrection, w'as to 
announce it. See Isa. xlii. 6 ; xlix. 6 ; 
lx. 1, 2, 3; Luke ii. 32,* cb. xiii. 47. 

24.] The words as he thus spake for 
himself must refer to the last words 
spoken by i*aul v but it is not necessary 
to suppose that these only produced the 
effect described on Festus. Mr. Humphry 
remarks, “ Festus was probably not so 
well acquainted as his predecessor (ch, 
xxiv. 10) wuth the character of the nation 
over which he had recently been called 
to preside. Hence he avails himself of 
Agrippa’s assistance (xxv. 26). Hence also 
he is unable to comprehend the earnest- 
ness of St. Paul, so unlike the indifference 
with which religious and moral subjects 
were regarded by the upper classes at 
Rome. His self-love suggests to him, that 
one who presents such a contrast to his own 
apathy, must be mad : the convenient hypo- 
thesis that much learning had produced this 
result, may have occurred to him on hearing 
Paul quote prophecies in proof of his asser- 
tions.” thou art beside thyself (mad)] 
not merely, ' thou rarest,* nor * thou art an 
enthusiast :* nor are the words spoken in 
jest, as Olshausen supposes, — but in earnest, 
as Chrysostom says : “ They are the words 
of angry passion.” Festus finds himself 
by this siieech of Paul yet more bewildered 
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d3Kin^ix^ ^thou art beside thyself; ^much learning doth make thee 
S': H. mad. But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus ; 
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. ^6 Pqi» 
the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I 
speak freely : for I am persuaded that none of these things 
are hidden from him ; for this thing was not done in a 
corner. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets ? 
I know that thou believest. 28 Then Agrippa said unto 
Paul, ^Almost thou persuaded me to he a Christian. 29 
eicor.vii.7. Paul Said, ® I would to God, that % not only thou ^ hut also 
all that hear me this day^ were both almost and altogether 
such as 1 0771, except these bonds. And tvlmi he had 
thus spoken,'] the king rose up, and the governor, and 
Bernice, and they that sat with them : and when they 

® render, thy much. 

t read and render, with small pcrsuasion thou thiiikest that thou 
canst make me .... 

& render, whether with little persuasion or with much, not only 
thou, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as 

I am, .... 

^ omit. 


than before. thy mnch learning] or, 
as it may be rendered, those many writings. 
Meyer understands Festus to allude to the 
many rolls which Paul had with him in 
his imj)risonment (we might compare “ the 
hooJes, especially the parchments of 2 
Tim. iv. 13) and studied : but the ordinary 
interpretation, thy much learning, seems 
more natural, and so De Wette. 
doth make thee mad] or, is turning thee 
to madness, is turning thy brain. 

26.] truth may bo spoken warmly and 
enthusiastically, hut cannot he predicated 
of a madman* s words : soberness is directly 
opposed to madness. 26.] Agrippa is 
doubly his witness, (1) as cognizant of the 
facts respecting Jesus, (2) as helieving the 
prophets. This latter he docs not only 
assert, but appeals to the faith of the king 
as a Jew for its establishment. was 
not done in a corner] This, the act done 
to Jesus by the Jews, and its sequel, was 
not done in an obscure corner of Juda)a, 
but in the metropolis, at a time of more 
than common publicity. 28.] These 
words of Agi’ippa have been very variously 
explained. I have discussed the proposed 
renderings in the note in my. Greek Test. 
From that it appears that the rendering 
of the A. V. is inadmissible, for want of 
any example of the original expression 
bearing this meaning: and that the render- 


ing in the margin seems to suit best both 
the words and the context. It appears 
also that Agripi)a is characterizing no effect 
on himself, but what Paul teas fancying in 
his mind, reckoning on the which 

he had expressed above (ver. 26) : and that 
he speaks of something not that he is likely 
to become, but that contrasts strangely 
ivith his present worldly position and in- 
tentions. I would therefore render tlio 
words thus : Lightly (with small trouble) 
art thou persuading thyself that thou 
canst make me a Christian; and under- 
stand them, in connexion with PauFs 
having attempted to make Agrippa a wit- 
ness on his side , — ^ 1 am not so easily to 
he made a Christian of, as thou supposest* 
29.] I could wish to God, that whe- 
ther with ease or with difficulty (on my 
part), not only thou, but all who hear me 
to-day, might become such as I am, except 
only these bonds. He understands the 
as Agrippa had uttered it, viz. 
that he was calculating on making him 
a Christian, easily, ^ with little trouble* 
‘ with slight exertion or persuasion :* and 
contrasts with it, with difficulty, *with 
great trouhle* *with much labour? See 
further in my Greek Test. except 

these bonds] He shews the chain, which 
being in military custody, he bore on his 
arm, to connect him with the soldier who 
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were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, 

^This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. 

Then said Agrippa unto Fcstus, This man might 
have been set at liberty, ^ if he had not appealed unto 
Ca)sar. 

XXVII. 1 And when ® it was determined that we should “ 12 , 

saj][ into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other 
prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus* 
band. 2 entering into a ship of Adramyttium, i we 
launched^ meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia ; [J* owe] 
^Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. bch.xir. 29 . 
3 And tfie next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius 
^ courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go ® 


^ read and render^ whlch WaS about 
launched {i.e, put to sea). 

J omit, 

had charge of hiio. This exception may he 
regarded as a proof of the perfect courtesy 
of the great Apostle. 31. doeth no- 

thing] said generally, of his life and habits. 
No definite act was alleged against him : 
and his apologetic speech was in fact a 
sample of the acts of which he w'as ac- 
cused. 32.] Agrippa in these words 
delivers his judgment as a Jew: * For 
aught I see, as regards our belief andprac- 
tices, he might have been set at liberty * — 
But now he could not : for “ by an appeal 
the power of the judge, from whom the 
appeal lies, is taken away, for ac(]uittal as 
for condemnation. The whole cause in its 
integrity must bo reserved for the superior 
court.'*' Grotius. 

CuAP. XXVII. 1— XXVIII. 31.] 
Paul’s voyage to Home and sojourn 
THEBE. 1 cannot but express the benefit 
I have derived in my commentary on this 
section, from Mr. Smith’s now well-known 
treatise on the voyage and shipwreck of 
St. Paul ; as also from various letters which 
he has from time to time put into my 
hands, tending further to elucidate the 
subject. The substance of these will be 
found embodied in an Appendix following 
the chronological table in the Introduction 
to the Acts. 1. that we should sail] 

Here we have again the first person^ tlie 
narrator having, in all probability, remained 
in Palestine, and in the neighbourhood of 
Paul, during the interval since ch. xxi. 18. 

they delivered Paul] Who ? per- 
liaps the assessors with whom Festus took 
counsel on the appeal, ch. xxv. 12: but 
more likely the plural is used indefinitely. 


to sail by the coasts of Asia, we 


the subject being ^they,’ as ‘on*\n French, 
or ‘ man ’ in German. of Augustus’ 

hand] There is some difficulty in determin- 
ing what this cohort was. More than one 
of the legions at difierent times bore the 
honorary title ‘Augusta:’ but of a * cohort 
Augusta,’ or ‘Augustana,’ we never hear. 
It appears likely (sec my Greek Test.) that 
there was a band of picked men called by 
this name and stationed at Rome for the 
special body-guard of the enjperor. To 
this Julius seems to have belonged, — to 
have been sent on some service into Asia, 
and now to have been returning to Rome. 

2. of Adramyttium] Adramyttium 
was a seaport with a harbour in Mysia, an 
Athenian colony. It is now a village called 
Endramit. Grotius, Drusius, and others 
erroneously suppose Adrumetvm to be 
meant, on the north coast of Africa. 
Aristarchus] See ch. xix. 29; xx. 4; Col. 
iv. 10; Philem. 24. In Col. iv. 10, Paul 
calls him his fellow-prisoner, but perhaiB 
only figuratively : the same term is applied 
to Epaphras, Philem. 23, where follows 
“Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellow- 
labourers** 3. Sidon] lliis celebrated 
city is generally joined in the New Test, 
with Tyre, from which it was distant twenty- 
five miles, and of which it was probably the 
mother city. It was within the lot of the 
tribe of Asher (Josh. xix. 28), but never con- 
quered by the Israelites (Judg. i.31; iii. 3). 
From the earliest times the Sidonians were 
renowned for their manufactures of glass, 
linen, silversmith’s work, and for the 
hewing of timber (1 Kings v. 6 ; Ezra iii. 
7). In ancient times, Sidon seems to have 
: 2 
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unto his friends to refresh himself. ^ And when we had 
launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because 
the winds were contrary. ^ when we had sailed over 
the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to J Myra, 
[k a city'] of Lycia. ® And there the centurion found a 
ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us 
therein. 7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, 

J the Vatican MS. has Myrrha : the Alexandrine MS. has Lystra. 

^ not exjpressed in the original. 


been under Tyre, and to have furnished 
her with mariners (see Ezek. xxvii. 8). It 
went over to Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, 
but seems under him, and afterwards under 
the Chalda3ans and Persians, to have had tri- 
butary kings of its own (Jer. xxv. 22; xxvii. 
3). The Sidonians furnished the best shij^s 
ill Xerxes* navy. Under Artaxerxes Ochus 
Sidon freed itself, but was by him, after a 
severe siege, taken and destroyed. It was 
rebuilt, and soon after went over to 
Alexander, keeping its own vassal kings. 
After his death it was alternately under 
Syrian and Egyptian rule, till it fell 
under the Romans, llie present Saida is 
west of ancient Sidon, and is a port of 
some commerce, but insecure, from the 
sanding up of the harbour. The friends 
here mentioned wore probably Christian 
brethren (see ch. xi. 19, where the Gospel 
is said to have been preached in Phcenicia ; 
and ch. xxi. 3, where we find brethren at 
Tyre); but it is usual in that case for 
brethren or disciples to bo specified : com- 
pare ch. xxi. 4, 7. The refreshing him- 
self (literally, getting attention paid him) 
was perhaps to obtain from them that 
outfit for the voyage which, on account of 
the official precision of his custody at 
Caesarea, he could not there be provided 
with. 4. we sailed under] i. e. *in the 
lee ofi Cyprus. “ When a ship is forced 
out of her course by a contrary wind, so 
that an island is interposed between the 
wind and the ship, she is said to sail under 
the island.” Wetstein; who also says, “ If 
the wind had been favourable, they would 
have put out to sea, and left Cyprus on 
the right, as in Acts xxi. 3, but now 
they are forced to coast along Cilicia, be- 
tween Cyprus and Asia.” They kept under 
shelter of Cyprus, i. e. between Cyprus 
and Cilicia, so having Bailed the whole 
length of the sea off Cilicia and Pamphylia, 
they came to Myra. See the account of 
the reverse voyage, ch. xxi. 3, where, the 
wind being nearly in the same quarter, the 
direct course was taken, and they left 
Cyprus at a distance on their left, in going 


to Tyre. On this it may be well to quote 
(from Smith) the testimony of M. de Pages, 
a French navigator, who, on nis voyage 
from Syria to M arscilles, informs us that after 
making Cyprus, the winds from the west, 
and consequently contrary, which prevail 
in these places during the summer, forced 
us to nen to the north. We made for the 
coast of Caramania (Cilicia), in order to 
meet the northerly winds, which we found 
accordinglg 5. Mjrra] It w’as, says 
Strabo, on a high hill, about three miles 
from the sea. The neighbourhood is full 
of magnificent ruins ; see Sir C. Fellowses 
Lycia, ch. ix. The name still remains. 
The various readings merely shew that the 
copyists were unacejuainted w'ith the place. 

6.] The Alexandrian ship mag have 
been laden wfith corn for Rome ; but this 
cannot be inferred from ver. 38, for the 
ship had been lightened before, ver. 18. — 
On her size, see below, ver. 37. — Most 
probably this ship had been prevented 
taking the direct course to Italy, which 
was by the south of Crete, by the prevailing 
westerly winds. Under such circumstances, 
says Mr. Smith (p. 32), “ships, particularly 
those of the ancients, unprovided w ith a 
compass, and ill calculated to work to wind- 
ward, would naturally stand to the N. till 
they made the land of Asia Minor, which 
is peculiarly favourable for such a mode of 
navigation, because the coast is bold and 
safe, and the elevation of the mountains 
makes it visible at a great distance j it 
abounds in harbours, while the sinuosities 
of its shores and the westerly current would 
enable them, if the wind was at all oft* the 
land, to work to windward, at least as far 
as Cnidus, where these advantages ceased. 
Myra lies due N. from Alexandria, and its 
bay is well calculated to shelt^er a wind- 
bound ship. The Alexandrian ship was 
not, therefore, out of her covirse at Myra, 
even if she had no call to touch there for 
the purposes of commerce.** 7. when we 
had sailed slowly] It is evident that the 
ship was encountering an adverse wind. 
Tlie distance from Myra to Cnidus is only 
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and 1 scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not 
suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone ; 
® and, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called 
The fair havens ; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea. 
^ Now when much time was spent, and when “ sailing 


1 render, with difficulty. 

12^) geogr. miles, which, with a fair wind, 
would not take more than one day. Mr. 
Smith shews that the wind was N.W., 
or witliin a few points of it. “ We learn 
from the sailing directions for the Mediter- 
ranean, that, throughout the whole of that 
sea, but n^.^stly in the eastern half, includ- 
ing the Adriatie and Archipelago, N.W. 
winds prevail in the summer months ; . . . 
the summer trade winds come from the 
N.W. (p. 197) ; which agrees with Aris- 
totle’s account of these winds. According 
to Pliny (ii. 47), they begin in August, 
and blow for forty days.” with diffi- 

culty] not as E. V., ‘ scarce,' which being 
also an adverb of time, gives the erroneous 
idea to the English reader that the ship 
had scarcely reached Cnidus when the 
wind became unfavourable. Cnidus] 

Cnidus is a peninsula at the entrance of 
the ^gean Sea, between the islands of 
Cos and Rhodes, having a lofty promontory 
and two harbours. “ With N.W. winds 
the ship could work up from Myra to 
Cnidus ; because, until she reached that 
point, she had the advantage of a weather 
shore, under the lee of which she would 
have smooth water, and as formerly men- 
tioned, a westerly current ; but it would 
be slowly and with difficulty. At Cnidus 
that advantage ceased.” Smith, p. 37. 

we sailed under (see above on ver. 
4) Crete . . .] “ Unless she had put into 
that harbour (Cnidus), and waited for a 
fair wind, her only course was to run under 
tlie lee of Crete, in the direction of Sal- 
inone, whicli is the eastern extremity of 
that island.” — Salmone (Capo Salomon) is 
described by Strabo as a sharp headland look- 
ing toward Egypt and the Rhodian Arehi- 
j)elago. Plinly calls it Sainmoniuin. 

8. hardly passing it] “ After passing this 
point (Salmone), the difficulty they ex- 
perienced in navigating to the westward 
along the coasts of Asia, would recur; 
]jut as the south side of Crete is also a 
weather shore with N.W. winds, they 
would be able to work up as far as Cape 
Matala. Here the land trends suddenly to 
the N., and the advantages of a weather 
shore cease, and their only resource was to 
make for a harbour. Now Fair Havens is 
the harbour nearest to Cape Matala, the 


“ render, the VOyage. 

farthest point to which an ancient ship 
could have attained with N.W-ly winds.” 
Smith, as above. fair havens] The 

situation of this anchorage was ascertained 
by Pococke, from the fact of the name still 
remaining. “ In searching after Lebena 
farther to the west, I found out a place 
which I thought to be of greater conse- 
quence, because mentioned in Holy Scrip- 
ture, and also honoured by the presence of 
St. Paul, that is, ‘the Fair Havens, near 
unto the city of Lasea;’ for there is another 
small bay about two leagues to the E. of 
Matala, which is now called by the Greeks 
good or fair havens.” Cited by Mr. Smith, 
who adds : “ The most conclusive evidence 
that this is the Fair Havens of Scripture, 
is, that its position is precisely that where 
a ship circumstanced as St. Paul’s was 
must have put in. I have already shewn 
that the wind must have been about 
N.W. ; — but with such a wind she could 
not pass Cape Matala : wo must there- 
fore look near, hut to the E. of this 
promontory, for an anchorage well cal- 
culated to shelter a vessel in N.W. winds, 
but not from all winds, otherwise it would 
not have been, in the opinion of seamen 
(ver. 12), an unsafe winter harbour. Now 
here we have a harbour which not only 
fidfils every one of the conditions, but still 
retains the name given to it by St. Luke.” 
Smith, p. 45. Lasea] This place was, 
until recently, altogether unknown; and 
from the variety of readings, the very name 
was uncertain. Pliny mentions Lasos 
among the cities of Crete, but does not 
indicate its situation. There is a Lisia 
named in Crete in the Peutinger Table, 
whi<4i may be the same. [On the very 
interesting discovery of Lasea by the Rev. 
G. Brown in the beginning of the year 
1856, see the Appendix at the end of the 
Introduction to Acts. The ruins are on 
the beach, about two hours eastward of 
Fair Havens.] 9. much time] Not 

^ since the beginning of our voyage,* aa 
Meyer : — the timeiwas spent at the anchor- 
age. the voyage] viz. to Rome, — 
which henceforth was given up as hopeless 
for this autumn and winter. And by 
observing this, we avoid a difficulty which 
has been supposed to attend the words. 
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was now dangerous, because the fast was now already 
past, Paul admonished them, and said imto them. Sirs, 
I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much 
damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our 
lives. Nevertheless the centurion believed the ^ master 
and the owner of the ship, more than those things which 
were spoken by Paul, because the haven was not 

commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depSrt 
thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenicc, 
and there to winter ; which is an haven of Crete, and 
® lieth toward the south tvest and north west, And when 
the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had 
obtained tlieir purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by 

^ i. e. the captain or steersman. 

0 render, looketh toward the north east and the south east : see note. 


Sailing was not unsafe so early as this 
(see below); but to undertake so lon*^ a 
voyage, was. the fast, es])ecially so 

called, is the solemn fast of the day of 
expiation, the lOth of Tisri, the seventh 
month of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, 
and the first of the civil year. See Levit. 
xvi. 29 ff. ; xxiii. 26 if. This would he 
about the time of the autumnal equinox. 
The sailing season did not close so early ; 
not indeed till nearly the middle of Novem- 
ber. 10.] From the use of I perceive 
here, and from the saying itself, it seems 
clear to mo that Paul was not uttering 
at f resent any prophetic intimation, hut 
simply Ids own sound judgment on the 
difficult question at issue. It is otherw'ise 
at vv. 22 — 2i. As Smith remarks, “The 
event justified St. Paul’s advice. At the 
same time it may he observed, that a hay, 
open to nearly one-half the compass, could 
not have been a good winter harbour’* 
(p. 47). 12.] See above on ver. 8. 

The anchorage was sheltered from the 
N.W., hut not from nearly half the com- 
pass. Phenioe] or more properly 

Phesnix. Ptolemy calls the haven Fhoe- 
nietts, and the city (lying some way inland) 
JPhoBnix. Strabo describes an isthmus 
about twelve miles wide, having on the 
north side a port called Arapliimallia, and 
on the south, Phoenice. This description, 
and the other data belonging to Phuiidce, 
Smith (p. 48) has shewn to fit the modern 
Lutro, which, though »ot known now as 
an anchorage, probably from the silting up 
of the harbour, is so marked in the French 
admiralty chart of 1738, and “ if then able 
to shelter the smallest craft, must have 
been capable of receiving the largest ships 


seventeen centuries before.” Mr. Smith 
gives an inscription, making it highly pro- 
bable that Alexandrian ships did winter at 
Lutro. looking to the north east 

and the south east] looking (literally) 
down the S.W. and N.W. winds ; i. e. in 
the direction of these winds, viz. N.E. and 
S.F. For the S.W. and N.W. here men- 
tioned in the original are not quarters of 
the compass, but winds; and down, used 
with a wind, denotes the direction of its 
blowing, — down the wind. This interpre- 
tation, which I M'as long ago persuaded 
was the right one, I find now confirmed 
by the opinion of Mr. Smith. The harbour 
of Lutro satisfies those conditions : and is 
otherwise even more decisively pointed out 
as being the sj)ot, by the mention in the 
Geographers of the island Claiida as con- 
nected with it. From these data and 
others mentioned in my Greek Test., it is 
almost demonstrated that the port of 
Phoeniee is the present jx)rt of Lutro. 
Mr. Smith has kindly sent me the follow- 
ing extract from a letter containing ad- 
ditional confirmation of the view : ‘ Loutro 
is an excellent harbour ; you open it un- 
expectedly, the rocks stand apart and tlie 
town apjjears within. During the Greek 
war, when cruising with Lord Coch- 
rane, chased a pirate schooner, as 

they thought, right upon the rocks ; 
suddenly he disap^)eared, and when round- 
ing in after him, — like a change of scenery, 
the little basin, its shipping, and the town 
of Loutro, revealed themselves.’ 13. 
blew softly] The S. wind was favour- 
able for them in sailing from Fair Havens 
to Phoenice. supposing that they 
had (as good as) obtained their purpose; 
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Crete, But not long after there P aro%e against it a 
tempestuous wind, called ^ Eiirochjdon. And when the 
ship was caught, and could not bear up ^ into the wind, we 
let her drive. And running under a certain island 
which is called s Clauda, we had much work to come by the 


P render, blcW down from it. 

^ ^ render, against. 

i. e. that it would now he a very easy 
matter to reach Phrenice. loosing 

thence] 'Flu^ word may be understood either 
of tveighing anchor, or of setting sail. 
They crept close along the land till they 
passed Capte Matula. “ A ship which could 
not lie nearer to the wind than seven points, 
would just weather that point which bears 
W. by S. from the entrance of Fair Havens. 
We see tlu‘refore the propriety of the ex- 
pression ‘ they sailed close by Crete/ which 
the author uses to describe the first part 
of their passage.” Smith, p. 56. 

14. there blew down from it] The words 
in the Greek, of which this app(;ars to be 
the right rendering, are not easy. I have 
discussed them in my Greek Test. : and 
there first ju’oposed the sense thus given, 
viz. that the wind blew down (from) 
Crete, * dozen the high lands forming the 
coast* It is a common expression in lake 
and coasting navigation, that ‘a gust came 
down the valleys.^ And this would be 
exactly the dirc’ction of the w ind in ques- 
tion. When they had doubled, or perhaps 
were now doubling. Cape Matala, the wind 
suddenly changed, and the typhoon came 
doum npon them from the high lands ; — 
at first, as long as they were sheltered, 
only by tits dou n the gullies, but as soon 
as they were in the open bay past the cape, 
with its full violence. This, the hurricane 
rushing down the high lands when first 
observed, and afterwards catching the ship, 
st^ems to me exactly to describe their 
changed circumstances in passing the cape. 
A confirmation of this interpretation may be 
found by St. Luke hjmself using the word 
came down** to express the descending 
of a squall from the hills on the lake of 
Gennesareth, Luke viii. 23. The above 
is also Mr. Howson’s view, and has been 
adopted by Mr. Smith. See, in the Appen- 
dix appended to the Introduction to Acts, 
the confirmation of this view in what 
actually happened to the llev. G. Hrown’s 
party. a tempestuous (literally, typbo- 
nic) wind] “The sudden change from a 
south wind to a violent northerly wind, is 
a common occurrence in these seas. (Cap- 
tain J. Stewart, R.N., in his remarks on 
the Archipelago, observes, “It is always 


^ read, Euracyloii. 

® or, Cauda : see note, 

safe to anclior under the lee of an island 
with a northerly wind, as it dies gradually 
aw'ay ; but it would be extremely dangerous 
with southerly winds, as they almost in- 
variahly shift to a riolent northerly wind.**) 
The term ^fyphonic* indicates that it was 
accompanied by some of the phtenomena 
wdiich might be expected hi such a case, 
viz. the agitation and whirling motion of 
the clouds caused by the meeting of the 
op])osite currents of air when the change 
took place, and probably also of the sea, 
raising it in columns of spray. Pliny, 
speaking of sudden gusts, says, they make 
an eddy which is called Typhon.” Smith, 
p. 60. Euracylon] pronounced Eu- 
rakylon. This is the reading of the Alex- 
andrian, Vati(!an, and Sinaitic MSS. It 
is a compound w'ord, signifying North- 
Easterly. The direction of the wind is 
cstablislicd by Mr. S., from what follows, 
to liave been about half a point N. of 
JE.N.E. ; and the subsequent narrative 
shews that the wind continued to blow 
from this point till they reached Malta. 

15. caught] hurried away, ‘ borne 
along* by it. bear up against] lite- 
rally, look in the face of. we let her 
drive] literally, we gave up, and were 
driven. 16. running under] i. e. 

running under the lee of. “ St. Luke 
exhibits here, as on every other occasion, 
the most perfect command of nautical 
terms, and gives the utmost precision to 
his language by selecting the most appro- 
priate : — they ran before the wind to lee- 
ward of Clauda, hence it is ‘ running 
under d they sailed with a side wind to 
leeward of Cyprus and Crete : hence it is 
* sailed under*** (Smith, p. 61, note). 

Clauda] Here again, there can be 
little doubt that the name of the island 
was Cauda or Cauda, as we have in some 
MSS., or, as in Pliny and Mela, Caudos ; 
bnt Ptolemy has Claudos, and the cor- 
rnption w^as very obvious. — The island is 
the modern Gozzo. we had much 

work to come hy the boat] “ Upon reach- 
ing Clauda, they availed themselves of the 
smooth water under its lee, to prepare the 
ship to resist the fury of the storm. Their 
first care was to secure the boat by hoisting 
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boat : 17 which when they had taken up, they used helps, 
undergirding the ship ; and, fearing lest they should fall 
into ^the qiiichands, ^stroke sail, and so were driven. 
1^ And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the 
next day they lightened the ship ; and the third day, 
e Jonah 1 . 6. « we cast out with our own hands the * tackliny of the ship. 

t render, the quicksand, i, e, the Syrtis : see note. 

^ render, lowered the gear : see note. * 

* render, furniture. 


it on board. This had not been done at 
first, because the weatlier was moderate, 
and the distance they had to g-o, short. 
Under such circumstances, it is not usual 
to hoist lx)at8 on board, but it had now 
become necessary. In running down upon 
Clauda, it could not be done, on account of 
the ship’s way through the water. To 
enable them to do it, the sliip must have 
been rounded to, with her head to the 
wind, and her sails, if she had any set at 
the time, trimmed, so that she had no 
head- way, or progressive movement. In 
this position she would drift, broadside to 
leeward. I conclude they passed round the 
east end of the island : not only because it 
was nearest, but because ‘ an extensive reef 
with numerous rocks extends from Gozzo 
to the N.W., which renders the pjissagc 
iKitween the two isles very tlangerous ’ 
(Sailing Directions, p. 207). In this case 
the ship would he brought to on the star- 
board tack, i. e. with the right side to 
windward.” . . . . “ 8t. Luke tells us they 
had much difficulty in securing the boat. 
He does not say why : but indej)endently 
of the gale which was raging at the time, 
the boat had been towed between twenty 
and thirty miles after the gale had sprung 
up, and could scarcely fail to l)e filled 
with water.” Smith, pp. 64, 65. 

17.] taken up, i. e. taken on board, 
helps, i. e, meaBures to strengthen the 
ship, strained and weakened by labouring 
in the gale. Pliny culls the typhoon 
“the chief pest of sailors, breaking not 
only the yards, but even the ribs of the 
vessels themselves.” Grotius, Heinsius, &c., 
ai’e clearly wrong in interpreting helps to 
mean ‘ the kelp of the passengers* 
Ondergirding] or /rapping the ship. “ To 
flap a sliip {ceintrer un vaisseau) is to pass 
four or five turns of a large cable -laid rope 
round the hull or frame of a ship, to support 
her in a great storm, or otherwise, when it 
is apprehended that she is jiot strong enough 
to resist the violent efforts of the sea : this 
expedient, however, is rarely put in prac- 
tice.” Falconer’s Marine Diet, i — Smith, 
p, .60, who brings several instances pf the 


practice, in our own times. [See additional 
ones in Conybeare and Howson, ii. 404 f.] 
the quicksand] The Syrtis, on the 
African coast; there were two,<!the greater 
and the lesser, of which the former was 
the nearer to them. lowered the 

gear] “ It is not easy to imagine a 
more erroneous translation than that of 
our authorized version : ‘ Fearing lest they 
should fall into the quicksands, they struke 
sail, and were so driven.’ It is, in fact, 
equivalent to saying that, fearing a certain 
danger, they deprived themselves of the 
only possible means of avoiding it.” Smith, 
p. 67. He goes on to explain, that f they 
had struck sail, they must have been driven 
directly towards the Syrtis. They there- 
fore set what sail the violence of the gale 
w'ould permit them to carry, turning the 
ship’s head oft‘ shore, she having already 
l>een brought to on the starboard tack 
(right side to the wind). The adoption of 
this course would enable them to run before 
the gale, and yet keep wide of the African 
coast, which we know they did. They 
lowered the gear, i. c. they sent down 
upon deck the gear connected with the 
fair-weather sails, such as the topsails. 
A modern ship sends down top-gallant 
masts and yards, a cutter strikes her top- 
mast, when preparing for a gale. In 
this case it was perhai^s the heavy yard 
which the ancient ships carried, with the 
sail attached to it, and the heavy ropes, 
wdiich would by their top-weight produce 
uneasiness of motion as well as resistance to 
the wind. See a letter addressed to Mr. 
Smith by Capt. Spratt, R.N., quoted in 
Conybeare and Howson, ii. p. 405, note 5. 

so] i. e. “not only with the ship under- 
girded, and made snug, but with storm- 
sails set, and on the starboard tack, which 
w'as the cnly course by which she could 
avoid falling into the Syrtis.” Smith. 

18. they lightened the ship] Of what the 
freight consisted, we have no intimation. 
Perhaps not of wheat, on account of the 
separate statement of ver. 38. 19. 

the fomitare of the ship] Beds, moveables 
of aiji kipdi?, cooking utensils, and the spare 
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20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, 
and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be 
saved was then taken away. 21 y after long abstinence 
Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, * Sirs, ye 
should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from 
Crete, and ^ to have gained this harm and loss. 22 
now I exhort you to be of good cheer : for there shall be 
no* loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 

23 For f there stood by me this night the angel of God, ^ch. xxui. ii. 
whose I am, and ^ whom I serve, 24- guying, Fear not, J®- 
Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God 
hath givm thee all them that sail with thee. 25 Where- 
fore, 2 sirs, be of good cheer : ^ for I believe God, that it ^ 
shall be even as it ^ um told me. 2G i Howbeit we must bo ^ Vi. ^ 
cast upon a certain island. 27 But when the fourteenth 
night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, 
about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near 


y read, And. ^ literally. Men. 

® render, should havc been spared. ^ render, hath been. 


rigging. with our own hands is 

used as shewing the urgency of the 
danger — when the seamen would with 
tlieir own hands, cast away what otherwise 
w^as needful to the ship and themselves, 
20 ] The sun and stars were the 
only guides of the ancients when out of 
sight of land. The expression, all hope 
was taken away, seems, as Mr. Smith lias 
noticed, to betoken that a greater evil 
than the mere force of the storm (which 
perhajis had some little abated : — no smaU 
tempest seems to imjily that it still indeed 
raged, but not as before) was adiieting 
them, viz. the leaky state of the ship, 
which increased upon them, as is shewn 
by their successive lightenings of her. 

21. after long abstinence] “ What caused 
the abstinence ? A ship with nearly 300 
people on board, on a voyage of some length, 
must have more than a fortnight’s provisions 
(and see ver. 38) : and it is not enough 
to say with Kuinoel, that ‘ their continual 
labour and fear of danger had caused them 
not to think of their food.’ ‘Much ab- 
stinence ’ is one of the most frequent con- 
comitants of heavy gales. The impossi- 
bility of cooking, or the destruction of 
provisions from leakage, are the principal 
causes which produce it.” Smith, p. 75 : 
who quotes instances. But doubtless 
anxiety and mental distress had a con- 
siderable share in it. should have 

been spared this barm and loss] literally, 


should have turned to your own account 
this harm and loss. This may perhaps 
be what our translators meant by yained : 
but it is by no means clear. 23.] Paul 
characterizes himself as dedicated to and 
the servant of God, to give solemnity and 
bespeak credit for his announcement. At 
such a time, the servants of God are highly 
esteemed. 24. all them that sail with 
thee] Bengel remarks, that “Paul is in the 
sight of God the chief man in the ship and 
the director of its course.” 26. we 

must be cast . . .] 8poken prophetically, 
as also ver. 31 : not perhaps from actual 
revelation imparted in the vision, but by a 
power imparted to Paul himself of pene- 
trating the future at this crisis, and an- 
nouncing the Divine counsel. 27. the 
fourteenth night] The reckoning of days 
counts from their leaving Fair Havens: 
see vv. 18, 19. in Adria] Adria, in 

the wider sense, embraces not only the 
A^enetian Gulf, but the sea to the south of 
Greece : — so Ptolemy, “ The Peloponnesus 
is bounded on the W. and S. by the Adri- 
atic Sea : and again, Sicily is bounded . . . 
on the N. by the Sea of Adria.” In fact, 
he bounds Italy on the S., Sicily on the E., 
Greece on the S. and W., and Crete on the 
W. by this Sea, which notices sufficiently 
indicate its dimensions. So also Pausanias, 
speaking of the straits of Messina, accounts 
for their tempestuous character by the 
meeting of the Tyrrhenian and the Adriatic 
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to some country ; and sounded, and found it twenty 
fathoms ; and when they had gone a little further, they 
sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 29 Then 
fearing lest we should have fallen upon ® rocks, they cast 
four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. 
so And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, 
when they had let down the boat into the sea, under 
colour as though they would have ^ cmt anchors out of the 
foreship, si Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers. 


® lileralhj, rough places. 

seas. the sliipmen deemed] Wliat 

gave rise to this suspicion ? Probably the 
sound (or even the apparent sight) of 
breakers. If we assume that St. Paul’s 
Pay, in Malta, is the actual scene of the 
Bhij)wreck, we can have no difficulty in ex- 
plaining what these indications must have 
been. No ship can enter it from the east 
without passing within a quarter of a mile 
of the point of Koura : but before reaching 
it, the land is too low and too far from the 
track of a ship driven from the eastward, to 
be seen in a dark night. When she docs 
come within this distance, it is impossible 
to avoid observing the breakers : for with 
north-easterly gales, the sea breaks upon it 
with such violence, that Capt. Smyth, in his 
view of the headland, has made the breakers 
its distinctive character.” Smith, p. 79. — 1 
recommend tlie reader to study the reason- 
ings and calculations by which Mr. Smith 
(pp. 79 — 86) lias established, I think satis- 
factorily, that this land could be no other 
than the point of Koura, east of St. I’aul’s 
Bay, in Malta. 28. fathoms] The mea- 
sure here rendered fathom is described as 
being the length of the outstretched arms, 
from finger to finger. It is therefore very 
nearly our fathom, which is six feet. — 
Every particular here corresponds with the 
actual state of things. At twenty-five 
fathoms’ depth (as given in evidence at the 
court-martial on the officers of the Lively, 
wrecked on this point in 1810), the curl 
of the sea was seen on the rocks in the 
night, but no land. The twenty fathoms 
would occur somewhat past this ; the 
fifteen fathoms, in a direction W. by N. 
from the former, after a time sufficient to 
prepare for the unusual measure of anchor- 
ing by the stern. And just so are the 
soundings (see Capt. Smyth’s chart. Smith, 
p. 88), and the shore is here full of rough 
places, mural precipices, ujion which the 
sea must have been breaking witli great 
violence. 29. out of the stem] The 

usual way of anchoring in ancient, as well 


d hetler. Carried : see note, 

as in modern navigation, was^^J^y the how. 
But under certain circumstances, they 
anchored hy the stern ; and Mr. Smith has 
shewn from the figure ot* a ship which 
he has copied from the “ Antichittl de 
Ercolano,” that their ships had hawse- 
holes aft, to fit them for anchoring by the 
stern. ‘‘ That a vessel can anchor by the 
stern is sufficiently proved (if proof were 
needed) by the history of some of our own 
naval engagements. So it was at the battle 
of the Nile. And when shii)8 are about to 
attack batteries, it is customary for them 
to go into action prei)ared to anchor in this 
way. This was the case at Algiers. There 
is still greater interest in quoting the 
instance of the battle of Copenhagen, not 
only from the accounts we have of the 
precision with which each ship let go her 
anchors astern as she arrived nearly op- 
posite her a])pointed station, but because 
it is said that Nelson stated after the battle 
that he had that morning been reading 
Acts xxvii.” Conybeare and Howson, ii. p. 
414. We have an instance in Caisar’s 
commentaries where his ships were an- 
chored by four anchors each, to j)rovide 
against the violence of a storm. ‘‘ The 
anchorage in St. Paul’s Bay is thus de- 
scribed in the Sailing Directions : ‘ The 
harbour of St. Paul is open to E. and 
N.E. winds. It is, notwithstanding, safe 
for small ships; the ground, generally, 
being very good: and while the cables 
hold, there is no danger, as the anchors 
will never start* ” Smith, p. 92. 
wished for the day] Uncertain, whether 
their ship might not go down at her 
anchors : and, even supposing her to ride 
out the night safely, uncertain whether the 
coast to leeward might not be iron-bound, 
affording no beach where they might laud 
in safety. Hence also the ungenerous but 
natural attemj^t of the seamen to save their 
lives by taking to the boat. See Smith, 
p. 97. 30.] “We hear, in a case 

mentioned by Appian, of anchors being 
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Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 

Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let 
her fall off. e while the day was coming on, Paul 

besought them all to take ^meat, saying, This day is 
the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued 
fasting, having taken nothing. Wherefore I pray you 
to take some ^ meat : for this is for your S health : for 
^ tRere shall not an hair ^fall from the head of any of you. 

And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and 
^ gave thanks to God in presence of them all : and when ^ m. 
he had broken it, he began to eat. Then were they all 

' o 1 Tim. iv. 3 

of good (?heer, and they also took some tjneat. And we 
were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen 
souls. And when they had eaten enough, they light- 
ened the ship, i and cast out the wheat into the sea. i ret.'iii. 20. 


® literally, until it was about to become day. 
t i, e, food. S render, Safety. 

^ read, perish. i render, casting. 


laid out from both ends of a ship.” ib. 
carried anchors out of the foreship] Be- 
cause in this case they would carry out the 
anchors to the extent of the cable wliich 
was loosened. 31.] “ It is surprising to 
find him saying that the others cannot be 
saved except the sailors abode in the ship ; 
as if it had been in their power to frustrate 
God’s promise. I answer, that Paul is not 
here treating accurately of God’s power, 
distinct from human will and means. And 
of a surety God does not otter His help to 
the faithful that they may despise means 
of safety, and indulge tor])or and sloth, 

where there is a plain way of caution 

But it does not therefore follow, that the 
hand of God is tied to means or assistances; 
but when God ordains this or that way of 
acting. He curbs the inclinations of njen 
that they transgress not His appointed 
bounds.” Calvin. 33.] This precau- 

tion on the part of Paul was another means 
taken of providing for their safety. All 
would, on the approaching day, have their 
strength fully taxed : which therefore 

needed recruiting by food until it 

began to be day : i. e. in the interval 
between the last-mentioned occurrence 
and daybreak, Paul employed the time, 
&c. The words having'taken nothing 
are 8j)oken hy}>erbolically, and cannot mean 
literally that they had abstained entirely 
from food during the whole fortnight. 

85.] ‘*Paul neither celebrates the aga/pe 
(Olshausen), nor acts as the father of a 


family (Meyer), but simply as a pious Jew, 
who asks a blessing before ho eats.” Do 
Wette. 36.] When we reflect who 

were included in those all - the soldiers 
and their centurion, the sailors and pas- 
sengers of various nations and dispositions, 
it shews remarkably the influence acquired 
by Paul over all who sailed with him. 

37.] Explanatory of all : i. e. ‘ and this 
was no small number ; for we were* Ac. 

38. they lightened the ship] See 
above on ver. 18. — This wheat was either 
the remainder of the cargo, ]iart of which* 
had been disposed of in ver. 18— or was the 
store for their sustenance, the cargo having 
consisted of some other merchandise. And 
this latter is much the move likely, for two 
reasons : (1) that wheat is mentioned here 
and not in ver. 18, which it would have been 
in all probability, had the material cast out 
there been the same as here; and. (2) that 
the fact is related immediately after we are 
assured that they were satisfied with food: 
from whence we may infer almost with 
certainty that the wheat is the ship*s pro- 
vision, of part of which they had been par- 
taking. It is a sufiicient answer to Mr. 
Smith’s objection to tliis (‘" to sui)pose that 
they had remaining such a quantity as 
would lighten the ship is quite inconsistent 
with the previous abstinence,” p. 99), that 
the ship was provisioned for the voyage to 
Italy for 276 persons, and that for the 
last fourteen days hardly any food had 
been touched. This would leave surely 
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39 And when it was day, they knew not the land : but 
they discovered a certain creek with a shore, j into the 
which they were minded, if it were possible, to ^ thrust in 
the ship, And when they had ^ taken up the anchors, 
they ^committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the 
rudder bands, and hoised up the ^ mainsail to the wind, 
and made toward shore. And falling into a place 
n 2 Cor. xi. ». where two seas met, “ they ran the ship aground ; and 1:he 
forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the 
hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves. 

i render, on. ^ render, run the ship aground. 


^ render, Cut off. ^ 

render, 

enough to be of consequence in a ship 
ready to sink from hour to hour. 39.] 
It may be and has been suggested, that 
some of the Alexandrian seamen must have 
known Malta ; — but we may answer with 
Mr. Smith that “ St. Paul’s Bay is remote 
from the great harbour, and possesses no 
marked features by which it might be recog- 
nized” (p. 100). a creek with a shore] 
properly, a creek having a sandy beach. 
What is meant is, a creek with a smooth, 
sandy heach, as distinguished from a rocky 
inlet. They were minded, not ‘ to thrust 
in* as A.V., but to strand, to run aground, 
their ship. 40.] (1) They cut away 

(or, cut round) all four anchors (the round 
may allude to the cutting round each cable 
in order to sever it, or to the going round 
and cutting all four), and left them in the 
sea (literally “ into the sea,” i. e. ‘ in the 
*sea, into which they hatl been cast '). This 
they did to save time, and not to encumber 
the water-logged ship with their additional 
weight. (2) They let loose the ropes which 
tied up the rudders. Ancient ships were 
steered by two large paddles, one on each 
quarter. When anchored by the stern in 
a gale, it would be necessary to lift them 
out of the water, and secure them by 
lashings or rudder bands, and to loose 
these bands when the ship was again got 
under way.” Smith, p. 101. (3) They 

raised their ** art^mon ” to the wind. It 
would be impossible in the limits of a note 
to give any abstract of the long and careful 
reasoning by which Mr. Smith has made it 
appear tliat the ‘artSmon’ was the foresail 
of the ancient ships. I will only notice 
from him, that the rendering " mainsail * 
in our A. V. was probably a mistaken 
translation from Bayhus or De Baif, the 
earliest of the modern writers on naval 
matters, and perhaps the only one extant 


^ render, left them in. 
foresail. 

when the translation was made : he says, 
“ The artemon is the largest sail in the ship, 
as see Acts xxvii. . . . even now the Vene- 
tians retain the name.” Thesi^ words, 
“ the largest sail,” they rendered by main- 
sail ; whereas the largest sail of the 
Venetian ships at the time was the fore- 
sail. ~T\ie French ‘artimon,’ even now in 
use, means the sail at the stern (mizen). 
But this is no clue to the ancient meaning, 
any more than is our word mizen to the 
meaning of the French misaine, which is 
the foresail. 41. a' place where two 
seas met] At the west end of St. Paul’s 
Bay is an island, Selmoon or Salmonetta, 
wdiich they could not have known to he 
such from their place of anchorage. This 
island is separated from the mainland by a 
channel of about 100 yards wide, commu- 
nicating with the outer sea. Just within 
this island, in all probability, was the place 
where the ship struck, in a place where two 
seas met. they ran the ship agpronnd] 
“ The circumstance which follows, would, 
but for the peculiar nature of the bottom 
of St. Paul’s Bay, be difficult to account 
for. The rocks of Malta disintegrate into 
very minute particles of sand and clay, 
wliich when acted on by the currents, or 
by surface agitation, form a deposit of 
tenacious clay : but in still w’ater, where 
these causes do not act, mud is found : but 
it is only in the creeks where there arc 
no currents, and at such a depth as to 
be undisturbed by the waves, that mud 
occurs. ... A ship therefore, impelled by 
the force of the gale into a creek with 
a bottom such as that laid down in the 
chart, would strike a bottom of mud, 
graduating into tenacious clay, into which 
the fore part would fix itself and be held 
fast, while the stern was exposed to the 
force of the waves,” Smith, p. 103, 
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And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest 
any of them should swim out, and escape. ^ But the 
centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their pur- 
pose ; and commanded that they which could swim should 
cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land : ^ and 
the rest, some on boards, and some on ® broken pieces of 
th^ship. And so it came to pass, ° that they escaped all®^®^ ”* 
safe to land. 

XXVIII. 1 And when they were escaped, then they 
knew that “the island was called Melita. ^ i}^QAch.xxvii. 2 ^ 
^ P harharons people shewed us no ^ little kindness : for they 
kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the 
present rain, and because of the cold. ^ And when Paul 
had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, 

® literally. On soine of thc things from the ship. 

P render, as in ver. 4, Rom. i. 14, 1 Cor. xiv. 11, Col. iii. 11, barbarians. 

9 render, common. 

44. some of the things from the ship] pro- is said to be a colony of thc PhcRnicians. 
bably, as A. V., broken pieces of the ship ; received ns] not to their fire, but 

—some of the parts of the ship ; the others to hospitality. the present rain] 

mentioned being whole planks, perhaps of which commonly follows on great tempests, 
the decks. XXVIll. 1. Melita] The the cold] This is decisive against 

whole course of the narrative has gone to the Sirocco, which is a hot and sultry 
shew that this can be no other than Malta, wind even so late as the month of No- 
The idea tliat it is not Malta, hut Meleda, vember, and moreover seldom lasts more 
an island off the Illyrian coast in the Gulf than three days. 3. when Paul had 
of Venice, seems to be first found in Con- gathered a bundle of sticks] “We find the 
stantine Porpliyrogenitus. It has been Apostle doing the office of a prisoner, 
adopted by our own countrymen, Bryant serving the wants of others.” Bengel. 
and Dr. Falconer, and abroad by some From the circumstance of the concealed 
commentators. It rests principally on viper, these sticks were probably heaps 
three mistakes ; — 1. the meaning of tlie of neglected wood gathered in the forest, 
name Adria (see above on ch. xxvii. 27), — The difficulty here is, that there are now 
2. the fancy that there are no poisonous no venomous serpents in Malta. But as 
serpents in Malta (ver. 3), — 3. the notion Mr. Smith observes, “no person who has 
that the Maltese would not have been called studied the changes which the operations 
Barbarians. — The idea itself, w hen com- of man have produced on the animals of 
pared with thc facts, is preposterous enough, any country, will be surprised that a par- 
Its supporters are obliged to place Fair ticular species of reptiles should have dis- 
Havens on thc north side of Crete , — and appeared from Malta. My friend the Rev. 
to suppose the wind to have been the hot Mr. Landsborough, in his interesting ex- 
Sirocco (comp. ver. 2). — Further notices of cursions in Arran, has re}.>eatedly noticed 
this question, and of the state of Malta at the gradual disappearance of the viper 
the time, will be found in the notes on the from the island since it has become more 
following verses. 2. the barbarians] frequented. Perhaps there is nowhere a 
A term implying very much what our word surface of equal extent in so artificial a 
natives does, when speaking of any little- state as that of Malta is at thc present day, 
known or new place. They were not Greek — and nowhere has the aboriginal forest 
colonists, therefore they W'ere barbarians been more eompletc'ly cleared. We need 
(Rom. i. 14). If it be necessary strictly not therefore be surprised that, with the 
to vindicate the term, see the two citations disappearance of the w^oods, thc noxious 
given in my Greek Test, where the Phoe- reptiles which infested them should also 
nicians are called barbarians, and Malta have disappeared” (pp. Ill, 112). St. 
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there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on hia ’ 
hand. ^ And when the barbarians saw the \y venomous] 
beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, Xo 
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath 
escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to Kve. 
c Mark xvi 18 . 5 And hc shook off the beast into the fire, and ® felt no 

Luke X. 19. ^ 

harm. ® Howbeit they looked when he should hjye 
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly : but ® after they had 
looked a great lohile^ and saw no harm come to him, they 
dch.xiv.il. changed their minds, and ‘^said that he was a god. 7 In 
the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the 
island, whose name was Publius : who received us, and 
lodged us three days courteously. ® And it came to pass. 


^ not expreftsed in the original. 

® render, whcn they wcre long looking. 


Paul liad placed tlie faggot on the fire, 
and waH settling or arranging it in its 
place, when the viper glided out of the 
heat and fixed on his hand. The verb 
in the original implies that the serpent 
glided out through the sticks, 
fastened on his hand] The narrative leaves 
no doubt that the bite did veritably take 
place. 4.] The natives, who were 

sure to know, here positively declared it 
to have been a renomous serpent. I make 
these remarks to guard against the dis- 
ingenuous shifts of rationalists and semi- 
rationalists, who will have us believe cither 
that the viper did not bite, or that if it did, 
it was not venomous. No doubt this 

man is a murderer] ‘'They saw his fetters.” 
Bengel. — The idea of his being a murderer 
is not to be accounted for by the member 
which was bitten (for this would fit any 
crime which the hand could commit), — 
nor by supposing the bite of a serpent to 
have been the Maltese punishment for 
murder; it is accounted for by the obvious- 
ness of the crime as belonging to the most 
notorious delinquents, and the aptness of 
the assumed punishment, — death for death. 

Vengeance] or Nemesis. What the 
Phoenician islanders called her, does not 
appear; but the idea is common to all 
religions. 5.] " Luke does not so much 
as hint, that any divine intervention took 
place.” De Wette.— True enough : but 
why ? Because St. Luke believed that the 
very dullest of his readers would understand 
it without any such hint. According to 
these rationalists, a fortunate concurrence 
of accidents must have happened to the 


Apostles, totally unprecedented in history 
or probability. Besides, did not the natives 
themselves in this case testify to the fact ? 
None were so well qualified to judge of the 
virulence of the serpent, — none so capable 
of knowing that the hanging on Paurs 
liand implied the communication of the 
venom : — yet they change him from a mur- 
derer into a god, on seeing what took place. 
Need we further evidence, that the divine 
power whi(;h they mistakenly attributed to 
Paul himseli', was really exerted on his be- 
half, by Him who had said *Hhey shall 
take up serpents ?” See below on ver. 8. 
The fact that St. Luke understood what 
the natives said, is adduced by Dr. Words- 
worth as another proof (see his and my 
note on ch. xiv. 11) that the Apostles and 
Evangelists commonly understood unknown 
tongues. But such an inference here has 
absolutely nothing to rest on. Are we to 
suppose that these “barbarians” had no 
means of intercourse with Greek sailors ? 

6.] Both these, the inflammation of 
the body, and the falling down dead sud- 
denly, are recorded as results of the bite 
of the African serpents. 7.] The 

chief, or first man of the Melitajans, w^as 
probably an official title : the more so, as 
Publius can hardly have borne the appel- 
lation from his estates, during his father's 
lifetime. Two inscriptions have been found 
in Malta, at Citta Vecchia, which seem to 
establish this view. If so (and his Roman 
name further confirms it), Publius was 
legate of the Nrcetor of Sicily, to whose 
province Malta belonged. ns] Hardly 
perhaps more than Paul and his companions, 
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that the father of Publius lay sick of * a fever and of a 
bloody flux : to whom Paul entered in, and ® prayed, and ^ 

^laid his hands on him, and healed him. ® So when this 
was done, ^ others also, which had diseases in the island, io. ch.x'^ix^' 
came, and were healed : who also honoured us with 

many ^ honours; and when we departed, they laded 
with such things as were necessary, And after three 
months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had 
wintered in the isle, whose sign was ^ Castor and Pollux. 

And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. 

1^ And from thence we y fetched a compass, and came to 
Phegium : and after one day the south wind ^ hleiv, and 
we came the ^ next day to Puteoli : where we found 


^ lUeraJly, fcvers : see note. 

^ in the Greek, the DioSCUri. 

2 render, sprung up. 

and, it may be, Julius, At vcr. 10, a special 
reason had occurred for his honouring Paul 
and his company : at present, Publius’s 
hospitality must have been prompted by 
the courtesy of Julius, who could hardly 
fail himself to be included in it. The 
three days were probably till they could 
find a suitable lodging. 8. fevers] 

Hippocrates also uses the plural. It pro- 
bably indicates the recurrence of fever tits. 

a bloody flux] dysentery. Dr. 
Falconer makes this an argument against 
Malta being meant. “ Such a place, dry 
and rocky, and remarkably healthy, was 
not likely to produce a disease which is 
almost peculiar to moist situations.” But 
Mr. Smith answers, that the changed cir- 
cumstances of the island might produce 
this change also : and besides, that he is 
informed by a physician of Valetta, that 
the disease is by no means uncommon in 
Malta. laid his hands on him] It is 
remarkable, that so soon after the ‘ taking 
up of serpents,* w’^e should read of Paul 
1 laving ‘ laid his hands on the sick and 
they recovered* See the two in close 
connexion, Mark xvi. 18. 10. with 

many honours] The ordinary interpreta- 
tion of this as rewards, gifts, may be right, 
but is not necessary. The other meaning, 
that these w ere really honours, is rendered 
probable by the form of the sentence, 
which opposes to these ** honours** be- 
stowed on them during their whole stay, 
such things as were necessary, with 
which they were loaded at their departure. 
Render it therefore honoured us with 


^ render, the rest, 
y e. made a circuit. 
render, second. 

many honours (or ‘ distinctions * or ' at^ 
tentions *). 11.] They probably set 

sail (see on ch. xxvii. 9) not earlier than 
the sixth of the ides of March (i. e. 
March 10). whose sign was [lite- 
rally, with the sign (of)] the Dioscuri] 
The ancient ships carried at their prow 
a painted or carved representation of the 
sign which furnished their mime, and at 
the stern a similar one of their tutelar 
deity. Sometimes these were one and the 
same, as appears to liave been the cose 
with this ship. Castor and Pollux (the 
Dioscuri, — sons of Zeus), sons of Jupiter 
and Leda, were considered the tutelar 
deities of sailors. 12.] Syracuse is 

about eighty miles, a day’s sail, from 
Malta. 13.] This fetching a compass 
apparently denotes the roundabout course 
of a vessel tacking wdth an adverse wind. 
That the wind was not favourable, follows 
from what is said below. Mr. Lewin’s 
account is, “As the wind was westerly, 
and they were under shelter of the high 
mountainous range of Etna on their left, 
they were obliged to stand out to sea in 
order to fill their sails, and so came to 
Rhegium by a circuitous sweep.” And he 
cites a case of a passage from Syracuse to 
Rhegium, in which a similar circuit was 
taken for a similar reason, p. 736. The 
day at Rhegium, as perhaps the three at 
Syracuse before, was spent probably in 
waiting for the wind. the south 

wind having sprung up, — succeeded the 
one which blew before. the second 
day] viz. after leaving Mhegium : a dia- 
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brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days : 
and so we went toward Rome. And from thence, when 
the brethren heard ^ of us, they came to meet ns as far as 
Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul 
saw, he thanked God, and took courage. And when we 
came to Rome, [® the centurion delivered the prisoners to the 
h^.^xxiv. 36 : captain of the guard: hut] ^ Paul was suffered to dwell by 
himself with ^ a soldier that kept him. And it came to 
pass, that after three days ® Paul called the chief of the 
Jews together ; and when they were come together, he 
^ unto them, \}Men and] brethren, * though I have 

committed nothing against the people, or customs of our 

^ render, the tidings concerning us. 


® omit, with our oldest authorities 
^ render, the. 

^ omit : see on ch. i. 16. 

lance of about 180 nautical miles. 

Puteoli] (anciently Dicajarchia, now Puz- 
zuoli) was the most sheltered part of the 
hay of Naples. It was the principal port 
of Southern Italy, and, in particular, 
formed the great emporium for the Alex- 
andrian wheat ships. 14.] These 

Christians were perhaps Alexandrines, 
as the commerce was so considerable 
between the two places. so] i. e. 

after this stay with them : implying that 
the request was complied with. — The 
brethren at Home had heard probably 
by special message sent by some of their 
fellow-voyagers. [See a detailed account 
of the stages of the journey not here 
mentioned, in Conybeare and Howson, ii. 
pp. 438 ff.] 15. Appii forum, and 
The three taverns] Luke writes as one of 
the travellers to Rome, who would come 
on Appii Forum (forty -three miles from 
Rome) first. It was on, the Via Appia, 
which leaving Rome by the Porta Capena, 
passed through the Pontine marshes, as 
fiir as Capua. Being not far from the 
coast (Strabo, v. 233), it was the resort of 
sailors, as Horace describes it. It has 
been suggested to me, that these may have 
been sailors belonging to the canal boats, 
as Appii Forum is too far inland to have 
been resorted to by sailors from the coast. 
He further says that it was an unpleasant 
halting-place for travellers, having, besides, 
very bad water. — The Throe taverns was 
a way-side inn, ten miles nearer Rome. 
Cicero mentions both in the letters to 
Atticus. The brethren were in two par- 


® read, he. 


tics : some had come the longer, others the 
shorter distance, to meet the Apostle. — 
I have given several instances in my Greek 
Test, of the practice of going forth to meet 
approaching travellers of eminence, 
took courage] Both encouragement as to 
his own arrival, as a prisoner, in the vast 
metropolis, — in seeing such affection, to 
which he was of all men most sensible; 
and encouragement as to his great work so 
long contemplated, and now about to com- 
mence in Rome, — in seeing so promising a 
beginning for him to build on. 16.] 

The omission of the disputed words here 
is too strongly attested to allow us to 
retain them in the text. As regards the 
fact indicate<l in them, the captain of the 
guard (prefect of the praetorian guard) 
was the person officially put in charge 
with the prisoners sent from the pro- 
vinces. The pra3torian camp was outside 
the Viminal gate, where it had been fixed 
and fortified by Sejanus, It was incorpo- 
rated in Aurelian^s walls, and now forms 
a square projection from their line. 

Paul was suffered] This permission pro- 
bably resulted from the letters of Festus, 
expressing that no crime was laid to the 
charge of Paul: perhaps also partly from 
the favour of Julius, and his report of the 
character and bearing of Paul on the jour- 
ney. the soldier] a PrsBtorian, to 

whom he was chained; see below, ver. 
20; and note on ch. xxiv. 23. 17.] 

The banishment of Jews from Rome (ch. 
xviii. 2) had either tacitly or openly been 
abrogated some time before this. Priscilla 
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fathers, yet ^ was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into kchntM. 
the hands of the Romans, Who, 'when they had ich.nu.si; 
examined me, would nave let me go, because there was no 
cause of death in me. But when the Jews spake against 
it, ™ I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar ; not that I m ch. XXV. 11. 
had ought to accuse my nation of. 20 Por this cause 
tljerefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak 
with you : because that ° for the hope of Israel I am n ch. xxvi. e. 7. 
bound with ^this chain. 21 they said unto him, We 0 ch. xxvl. 29. 

• 1 •11 /» X ‘I Eph.iii. 1: 

neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, 
neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any 
harm of*^thee. 22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkest : for as concerning this S sect, we know that 

S literallyy hcresy I see ch, xxiv. 5, 14 ; xxvi. 5. 

and Aquila had returned when the Epistle should liave arrived before him. For his 
to the Romans was written, Rom. xvi. 3. — voyage followed soon after his appeal (ch. 
St. Paul was naturally anxious to set himself xxv. 13 ; xxvii. 1), and was so late in the 
right with the Jews at Rome — to explain year^ that for the former reason it is as 
the cause of his being sent there, in case no unlikely that any deputation from them 
message had been received by them con- should have left before him, as for the 
cerning him from Judiea, — and to do away latter, after him. Had any left within a 
if possible with the unfavourable prejudice few days, the same storm would have in all 
which such letters, if received, would have probability detained them over the winter, 
created respecting his character. — The fact and they could not certainly have made a 
of his sending for them, and their coming much quicker voyage than Paul’s ship to 
to him, seems to shew that he was not im- Ihiteoli. Still, as casual, non -official tidings 
prisoned in the Pra3torian camp, but was might have reached them, Paul shewed this 
already in a private lodging. 18. anxiety. It appears, however, that none 

would have (wished to) let me go] This had come. Olshausen’s view, that the 
may have been at ch. xxv. 8. The possi- banishment of the Jews from Rome under 
bility of such a release is asserted by Claudius had interrupted the relations 
Agrippa, ch. xxvi. 32. 19.] ‘ My between the Roman and Judiean Jews, is 

appeal was a defensive and necessary step hardly probable : see on ver. 17. 22. 

— not an offensive one, to complain of my this heresy] To which they perhaps in- 
nation.’ 20. For this cause] For the ferred that Paul belonged, from ver. 20 : 
reason just stated : because I have no hos- or they might have heard thus much 
tile feeling to my nation. Then what fol- generally respecting him by rumour, though 
lows adds another motive ; for not only so, they had received no special message. — 
but I may well wish to see and speak with Their short notice of Christianity is per- 
you, being a prisoner for the hope of Israel haps the result of caution, seeing as they 
(see ch. xxvi. 6, and notes). 21.] It did the favour shewn hy the authorities 

may seem strange that they had received towards Paul; or perhaps of dissimulation, 
no tidings concerning him. But, as Meyer — Many Commentators have noticed the 
well remarks, (1) before his appeal, the omission of all mention of the Christian 
Jews in Judeea had no definite reason to church at Rome, and of Paul’s connexion 
communicate with the Jews in Rome re- with or work among them. And some 
specting him, having no expectation that recently in Germany have called in question 
Paul, then a prisoner in Judeea, and the the credibility of the Acts on this account, 
object of their conspiracies there, would But without any reason : for the work of the 
ever go to Rome, or come into connexion Apostle among churches already founded is 
with their brethren there. And (21 since not the subject of our history, and is seldom 
his appeal, it would have been hardly pos- related by Luke, without a special reason. 
Bible for them to have sent messengers who Of the three years at Ephesus (ch. xx. 31), 
VoL. I. ‘31 
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every wliere P it is spoken against. And wken they kad 
5 j-. jVJM.'**' appointed him a day, there came many to him into his 
q Luke xxiv. lodging ; ^ to whom lie expounded and testified the king- 
rRMonch. dom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, ^ both out 
xxvi.6.22. 2 ^^ ^ 2 * Moses, and out of the prophets, from morn- 

f cK xiv 4; ing till evening. 24 $ gQUie beheved the things which 

xix.o. were spoken, and some believed not. 25 ^^d when th^y 
agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that 
Paul had spoken one word. Well spake the Holy Ghost by 
* jeV.V.'sV Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26 saying, * Go unto 
hlatt. xiii.l4, this people, and say. Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
liw i?'"® understand ; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive : 
iwSs.®' foJ' the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed ; 
lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and should ^ be 
converted^ and I should heal them. 28 'Qq known there - 
uMatt,xxi.4i. fore unto you, that ^ the salvation of God is sent “ unto the 
Gentiles, ^ and that they will hear it. [2^ i And when he had 
liora.xi.n. mid these words, the Jetes departed, and had great reasoning 
among themselves.'] And Paul dwelt two whole years in 
his own hired house, and received all that came in unto 
preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 

literally, turn again. . i read, this. 

^ render, they wiU also hear it. 

1 omitted by all our oldest authorities : hut see note, 

— the year and a half (ch. xviii. 11), and application of the prophecy. These words 
three months (ch. xx. 3) at Corinth, we are not cited by our Lord (Matt. xiii. as 
know from the narrative nothing that above). 28.] this was probably 

took place among the Christians them- omitted as superfluous, and perhaps to suit 
selves. Besides, one great object of this Luke iii. 6. It adds greatly to the force : 
history is to shew forth Paul as working this the message of God’s salvation, i. e. 
out the Lord’s implied command to preach ‘ there is no other for those who reject this* 
the Gospel ‘ to the Jew first, and also to they will also (besides having it 

the Gentile’ (ch. i. 8), and, having every sent to them) hear it] “What Paul had 
where done this, it is but natural that he learned by experience in many cities of 
should open his comihission in Rome by Asia and Europe, viz. that the sowing of 
assembling and speaking to the Jews. the word among the Gentiles was attended 

23. his lodging] Probably the with more success, this he now anticipates 

of ver. 30 : har^y, as Olshausen thinks, the also for the future.” Grotius. 29.] 

house of Aquila. 25.] they departed. This verse has not the usual characteristic 
but not before Paul had said one saying, of spurious passages, — the variety of read- 
It is very remarkable, that^ the same pro- ings in those MSS. which contain it. It 
phetic quotation with which our Lord may perhaps, after all, have been omitted 
opened His teaching by parables (Matt, as appearing superfluous after ver. 25. 
xiii. 14, 16), should form the solemn close 30, 31.] It is evident that Paul was not 
of the historic Scriptures. 26.] The released from custody, but continued with 

Go, and say, is referred to himself, in his the soldier who kept him, — (1) from fhe 
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those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him. 


expressions here ; Tie received all who came 
in to him, but we do not hear of his preach- 
ing in the synagogues or elsewhere : he 
preached and taught toith all boldness, and 
unhindered, both being mentioned aa re- 
markable circumstances, and implying that 
tll^sre were reasons why this could hardly 
have been expected : and (2) from his con- 
stantly speaking of himself in the Epistles 
written during it, as a prisoner, see Eph. 


vL 19, 20; Col. iv. 3, 4; Philem. 9; 
Philipp, frequently. On the whole question 
regarding the chronology of his imprison- 
ment, — and the reason of this abrupt 
ending of the history, see Introduction to 
Acts, § iv. 3 — 7 : — and on its probable 
termination and the close of St. Paul’s life, 
see the Introduction to the Pastoral Epis- 
tles, § ii. 17 fl‘. 


END OF VOE. 1. 
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The Editor solicits the co-operation of Churchmen in his efforts to render this 
Periodical subservient to the interests of the Church Building Society, and to 
the work of Church Extension generally in England and Wales. All Com- 
munications should be addressed to the Editor, No. 7, Whitehall, London, S.W. 

Nos. I. to VIII. are published. 


Six times a Year, at 2d. per Number, 

CHURCH-WOEK AMONG THE MASSES ; in connexion 

with the London Diocesan Church Building Society. New Series, 

Nos. I. to IV. are published. 


Quarterly, at One Penny, 

The HOME MISSION FIELD of the CHURCH of ENG- 

LAND ; in connexion with the Additional Curates^ Society. 

Nos. I. to XX. are published. 
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PSALMS AND HYMNS 

ADAPTED TO 

THE SERVICES OF THE CHIJRCH OF ENOLAND. 

BY THE EEV W. J. HALL, M.A., 

LATX PRIEST IK ORDINARY TO BER HAJESTT, AND YICAB 07 TOTTENHAM. 

From the great care bestowed upon this volume (under the immediate 
supervision of the late Bishop Blomfield), that it should be sound in 
doctrine, spiritual in tone, and practical in tendency, it has been most 
extensively adopted throughout this country, as well as in our Dependencies 
and Colonies, in America, and in many of the English Churches abroad. 

A SUPPLEMENT OF ADDITIONAL HYMNS, * 
WITH COPIOUS INDEXES, AND TABLES OF AEBANGEMENT, 
is now inserted in all the undermentioned Editions. 

32ino. Honpareil Type. I 24mo. Bourgeois Type. 


rf. s. d. 

Cloth limp, cut flush ... 0 8 Cloth limp, cut flush ... 1 3 

Cloth boards ..... 1 0 Cloth boards 16 

Sheep 12 Sheep 18 

Eoan, gilt e^es .... 1 6 Eoan, pit edges .... 2 0 

Morocco plain 3 0 Calf, gilt ed^es ..... 3 6 

Ditto gilt extra .... 4 6 Morocco plain 40 

Ditto fimp 3 0 Ditto gilt extra .... 6 0 

Ditto ditto with flaps 5 0 Ditto limp 4 0 


'niePsAi.Ms(price«.)andHTMNS ThePsALM8(price7(f.)andHTMNS 
(price bd.) may be had separately, (price 9d.) may be had separately, 
in limp cloth. jjj Um p cloth. 

18mo. Pica Type. 

Woth, gilt mitr» .... 3 0 jypg 

Roan, gilt edges .... 4 U 
Calf, sprinkled edges ... 4 0 
Ditto, gilt edges .... 4 6 
Ditto antique, red edges ..66 
Morocco plain 6 6 

Ditto gilt extra .... 7 6 

The Appendix of Additional Hymns, &c., may he had separately, 32mo. 
price \d., 24mo. price M, in wrapper. 

A Considerable Allowance made to the Clergy and for Chwritahle Purposes. 

Now ready: A New Edition of the PSALMS and HYMNS with 
ACCOMPAJsTYING TIJNES, complete in one volume. The Tunes se- 
lected and arranged by John Fosteb, Gentleman of H.M. Chapels Royal ; 
Vicar Choral of Westminster Abbey ; and formerly Organist of St. Ain- 
drew*s, Wells Street. Price 2^. 6i. in limp cloth. 
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Cloth, gilt mitre .... 6 6 
Calf, sprinkled edges ... 7 6 
Ditto, gilt edges .... 8 6 
Morocco plain 10 0 



WORKS 

EDITED FOB THE 8TNDICS 

OF THB 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 

SOLD BY RIVINGTONS, 

CAMBRIDGE WAREHOUSE, 32, PATERNOSTER ROW, 

AND 3, WATERLOO PLACE, LONDON. 

Pearson’s Exposition of the Creed ; edited by Temple Chevallier, 

B.D., Professor of Mathematics in the University of Durham, and late Fellow 
and Tutor of St. Catharine’s College, Cambridge. Second Edition. 8vo. 
lOs, 6d. 

Select Discourses, by John Smith, late Fellow of Queens’ College, 
Cambridge. Edited by H. G. Williams, B.D., Professor of Arabic in the 
University. Royal 8vo. ]0«. 6d. 

The Works of Isaac Barrow, compared with the Original MSS. 
enlarged with Materials hitherto unpublished. A New Edition, by A. 
Napier, M.A., of Trinity College, Vicar of Holkham, Norfolk. 9 vols. 8vo. 
4/. 148. ed. 

A Treatise of the Pope’s Supremacy, and a Discourse concerning 

the Unity of the Church. By Isaac Barrow. 8vo. 12^. 

Wheatly on the Common Prayer; edited by G. E, Corrie, D.D., 
Master of Jesus College, Examining Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Ely. 
8vo. lOtf. 6d. 

The Gospel according to Saint Matthew in Anglo-Saxon and 
Northumbrian Versions, synoptically arranged : with Collations of the best 
Manuscripts. By J. M. Kemble, M.A., and Archdeacon Hardwick, late 
Christian Advocate. 10#. 

Cambridge Greek and English Testament, in Parallel Columns 
on the same page. Edited by J. Scholeiield, M.A., late Regina Professor 
of Greek in the University. Fourth Edition. Small 8vo. ^8. 6d., or 12a. 
in morocco. 

Cambridge Greek Testament, Ex editione Stephani tertia, 1550. 

Small 8vo. 3a. 6d. 

The Homilies, with Various Eeadings, and the Quotations from 
the Fathers given at length in the Original Languages. Edited by G. E. 
Corrie, D.D. 8vo. 10a. Gd. 

Archbishop TJsher’s Answer to a Jesuit, with other Tracts on 

Popery. Edited by J. Scholefield, MA. 8vo. 13a. 6d. 

Lectures on Divinity delivered iu the University of Cambridge. 
By John Hey, D.D. Third Edition, by T. Turton, D.D., Lord Bishop of 
Ely. 2 vols. 8vo. 30a. 


J. complete List of the Pullications of the Camlridge University 
Press may be had on application to Messrs. Rivington. 



BIBLES, 

COMMON PRAYER BOOKS, 

Sfc., 

PRINTED AT 

CamJirfUge ©[niberi{(tK 

MESSRS. RIVINGTON 

* 

BEG LEAVE TO ANNOUNCE THAT THEY HAVE BEEN APPOINTED 
AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE ABOVE EDITIONS, 

WHICH MAY BE SEEN AT 

No. 3, WATERLOO PLACE, PALL MALL, 

AND AT THEIR CAMBRIDGE WAREHOUSE, 

No. 32, PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON. 

Catalogues may he had gratis. 


ANGLO-CONTINENTAL SOCIETY. 

THE BOOKS AND TRACTS 

Published by this Society may now be had of 

MESSES. EIVINGTON, LONDON AND OXFORD. 


QILBEKT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN’s SQUARE, LONDON. 





